This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at  http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/| 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DJgitiz( 


by  Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX 


TO  THE 


SENATE   EIECUTIYE  DOCUMENTS 


FOR  THE 


SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  FORTY-FIRST  CONdRESS 


OP  THK 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 
1869-;/7:0.. 


IN    TBR££    VOI^VMES. 


Volume  1 No.  1  to  document  No.  39,  inclnsiye. 

Volume  2 No.  40  to  document  No.  90,  inclusive. 

Volume  3 No.  91  to  document  No.  116,  inclusive. 


WASHINGTON. 

OOVEBNMENT    PRINTING    OFFICE. 

1870. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


INDEX 


THE    EXECUTIVE    DOCUMENTS 


OF  THK 


SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


SECOND  SESSION  FORTY-FIRST  CONGRESS. 


1869-'70. 


Subject. 


Vol.     No. 


Abandoned  lands  under  the  act  of  June  7, 1862.  Lictter  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 

Alabama  aiid  Florida/'  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
retuminj]^  with  his  objections  the  bill  (S.  476)  entitled  ^*An  act  to  fix 
the  status  of  certain  federal  soldiers  enlisting  in  the  Union  amiy  from 
the  States  of 

Alabama  claims,  correspondence  in  relation  to  the.  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States 

Alabama  claims,  correspondence  in  relation  to  the.  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States 

Alaska.  Reports  of  Captain  Charles  Bryant,  lat'O  special  agent  of  the 
Treasury  Department  for,  and  H.  H.  Mclutyre,  special  agent  of  the 
Treasury  Department.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Alaska.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  the  report  of 
the  commander  of  the  department  of,  u^wn  the  late  bombardment  of 
the  Indian  village  Wraucel,  in  that  Territory 

American  citizens,  during  the  hostilities  in  Cuba.  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  seizure  of  American  vessels, 
and  injuries  to 

American  pig  iron,  statement  from  the  Special  Commissioner  of  Revenue 
relative  to  the  cost  of.    Letter  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ...... 

Arsenal  buildings  and  grounds  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  Letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  War 

Assay  office  in  New  York  and  the  branch  mint  in  San  Francisco,  re- 
ports of  the  special  agents  to  examine  the,  so  far  as  the  same  relates 
U)  the  subjects  of  assaying  and  refining.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury 

Attorney  General.    Letters  of  the— 

List  of  persons  employed  to  assist  district  attorneys  in  the  discharge 

of  their  duties  and  tho  amount  of  compensation  paid  each 

Copy  of  oi)inion  of  Attorney  General  of  July  29,  1869,  relating  to 

our  national  cemeteries  in  the  lately  rebellious  States 

In  relation  to  opinions  given  by  him  concerning  affairs  in  Georgia. . 

In  relation  to  tbe  claim  of  Foster  Blodgettfor  services  as  postmaster 

at  Augusta,  Georgia 
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Attorney  GE5fERAL.    Letters  of  the — 

OpuJion  of  the,  relative  to  the  Eviction  by  State  courts  of  certain  ] 

piirchaserH  of  lands  sold  for  taxes  in  the  late  insurrectionary  States. '        3  '        9S 
In  relation  to  the  practice  of  the  Court  of  Claims  in  the  matter  of  ' 
remanding  for  further  evidence  or  argument  cases  submitted  to 
its  consideration,  and  of  ordering  new  trials  in  cases  decided  by 
the  court ;  and  submitting  the  draught  of  a  bill  to  secure  the 

rights  of  the  United  States  in  that  respect 3  \      107 

Attorneys.    List  of  persons  employed  to  assiet  district,  letter  Attor- 
ney General 1  \  4 

B.  .  ,  '  I 

Belgium.    Report  of  the  agent  of  the  United  States  to  exarafne  consular  ! 

affairs,  with  re{>ort»  of  consular  offices  in  France  and I          27 

Bigelow,  John,  letter  of,  concerning  tlie  report  of  F.  A.  Starring,  agent  I  i  (      27 

of  the  Unite<l  States  to  examine  consular  affairs :  1  j  J     .  ^ 

Big  Horn  Expedition.    Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  ,  *  ^ 

in  relation  to  an  organized  band  of  persons  at  Cheyenne,  Wvoming  :  I 

Territory \ 2  |        89 

Black  Bob  Band  of  Shawnees.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  I  i 

sale  of  certain  lands  in  Kansas,  known  as  the  lands  of  the I  2          40 

Black  Bob  Shawnee  lands.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  com-  \  \ 
municating  inf(»rmation  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  the  set- 
tlers upon  the,  have  interfered  with  the  occupancy  and  disposition  of  j 

the  same I  2  i        65 

Blodgett,  Foster,  papers  relating  to  the  claim  of,  as  late  postmaster  at  ,  '  ! 

Augusta,  Georgia.    Letter  of  the  Postmaster  General i  1  :        37 

Letter  of  the  Attorney  General ;  2  I        43 

Blow,  Henry  T.,  United  States  minister  to  Brazil,  dispatch  of,  in  relation  I 
to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  Unit-ed  States  with  South  America.  I 

Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States I  3  .        92 

Bonds  issued  to  the  various  Pacific  railroad  companies,  statement  of  the.  .'  | 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury i  1  |        39 

Bryant,  Captain  Charles,  late  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  '  ' 

tor  Alaska.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury j  1  |        32 

Bulk  Head  Ri>ck,  Providence  River,  Rhode  Island.    Report  of  the  Chief 

of  Engineers  on.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War I  3  ;      105 

c.  ■        1 


California.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  relation  to  orders 
restoring  the  lands  in,  previously  withdrawn  for  the  uses  of  the 
Southern  Pacific  railroad 

California.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  a  report  of 
the  Chief  of  Engineers  upon  the  harbor  of  San  Diego 

Canada.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Unite<l  States  relative  to  a 
reciptocity  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 

Casey,  James  F ,  collector  of  customs  at  New  Orleans.  Letter  of  the 
Secret  a rj'  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  removal  of 

Census,  Superintendent  of  the.  Statement  relating  to  the  amount  to  be 
saved  to  the  treasury  by  dispensing  with  certain  copies  of  the  census 
returns  required  by  the  act  of  1850 

Central  Branch  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the,  to 
continue  and  extend  its  road,  and  to  receive  in  aid  of  the  construction 
thereof  lands  and  bonds  from  the  United  States " 

Cherokees.    (See  Indians.) 

Cherokees  on  products  manufactured  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  sold 
within  the  Indiau  Ten-itor^^  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Unit«d 
States,  communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  enforcement  or 
attempt  to  enforce  the  payment  of  taxes  by 

Cheyenne,  Wyoming  Territory.  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  an  organized  band  of  persons  at 

Chickasaws.    (See  Indians.) 
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China  and  Japan.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  com- 
municating infonnation  as  to  what  legislation  is  necetwiry  to  insure 
the  administration  of  jnstice,  and  to  protect  American  interests  in. ... 

Chinese  coolies  into  the  Unite<l  States.  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  the  imporUtion  of 

Chittenden,  L.  E.,  relative  to  the  eviction  by  State  courts  of  certain  pur- 
chasers of  lands  sold  for  taxes  in  the  late  insurrectionary  States 

Choctaws.    (See  Indians.) 

Clark,  S.  N.,  special  aiceut  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  report  of,  upon 
the  condition  of  the  freedmeu  in  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indian 
nations 

Clerks  employed  in  the  Interior  Department.  Letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior 

Clerks  employed  in  the  War  Department.  Letter  of  the  Sccretaiy  of 
Wi 


Clerks  employed  in  the  War  Department. 
War. 


Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 


Columbia  River.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  concerning  the  survey 
and  improvement  of  the  Upi)er 

Columbia  Hospital  for  Women  and  Lying-in  Asylum,  report  of  the 
Surgeon  General  on  expenditures  of  the.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior .' 

Colyer,  Vincent,  special  Indian  commissioner.  Report  of,  in  relation  to 
the  Indian  village  of  Wrangel,  Alaska,  showing  the  condition  of  that 
village  previous  to  its  recent  bombardment  by  Unite<l  States  troops. .. 

Commerce  of  the  United  States.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  recommending  early  legislative  action  toward  aii  increase  of 


the. 


Commerce  of  the  United  States.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury communicating  a  statement  of  the  number  of  foreign-built  vessels 
under  enrollment  or  register  now  employed  in  the 

Commercial  interests  of  the  United  States  with  South  America.  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  communicating  a  copy  of  a 
dispatch  of  Henry  T.  Blow,  United  States  minister  to  Brazil,  in  rela- 
tion to  the 

Commercial  relations  between  the  United  States  and  the  Spanish  Ameri- 
can States  on  this  continent,  and  between  those  countries  and  other 
nations.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  iu  relation  to 
the  condition  of  the 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  Report  showing  the  amount 
and  location  of  unsurveyed  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Indiana 

Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Message  of  tlie  President  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  legislature  of  Mississippi 
in  reference  to  the  pntposed  fifteenth  ameudmeiit  to  the 

Constituticm  of  the  United  States.  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  communicating  information  as  to  what  States  have 
ratified  the  amendment  known  as  the  fifteenth  amendment  to  the 

Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Proclamation  of  the  Secretarj'  of 
Stat<;  of  the  ratification  of  the  fifteenth  amendment  to  the 

Consular  affairs,  report  of  the  agent  of  the  United  States  t<o  examine. 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Letter  of  John  Bigelow  concerning  the  report  of  the  agent  to 
examine 


Consular  officers,  fees  collected  by 

Corliss  Steam-Engine  Company,  for  naval  engines  manufactured  for  the 
eoveniment.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Navy,  conmiunicating 
information  in  relation  to  a  settlement  with  the 

Cotton  cases.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  communi- 
cating information  in  relation  to  the  appropriaticms  heretofore  made 
to  provide  for  the  defense  of  certain  suits  known  as  the 

Court  of  Claims.  Letter  of  the  Attorney  General  in  relation  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the,  in  the  matter  of  remanding  for  further  evidence  or  argument 
cases  Hubniitted  to  its  consideration,  and  of  ordering  now  trials  in 
cases  decided  by  the  court;  and  submitting  the  draught  of  a  bill  to 
secure  the  rights  of  the  United  States  in  that  respect 
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Creek  Indians.    (See  Indians.) 

Caba,  progress  of  the  revolution  in,  and  the  political  and  civil  condi- 
tion of  the  island.    Message  of  the  President  of  the  Unit'ed  States 

Cuba.    Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  communicating 
information  and  making  certain  recommendations  in  relation  to  the 
existing  insurrection  in 

1 

3 
3 

3 

2 

7 
99 

Cuba.    Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the 
emancipation  of  slaves  in ..^. ..... 

113 

Cuba.    Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the 
seizure  of  American  vessels  and  iiguries  to  American  citizens  during 
the  hostilities  in 

108 

Custom-house  at  New  Orleans.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury 
communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  present  condition  of, 
and  exoenditures  UDon  the 

73 

D.                                                               t 

De  Long,  Charles  E.,  correspondence  of,  relating  to  American  interests 
in  Japan 

District  Attorneys.  (See  Attorneys.) 

Dominican  government.    Correspondence  relating  to  the  imprisonment 

of  Davis  Hatch  by  the 

Dispatches  of  J.  Somers  Smith  in  relation  to  the  imprisonment  of 
Davis  Hatch  by  the 

Du  Lnth  to  Fort  Bois  reservation.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  com- 
municating a  report  upon  the  survey  and  cutting  out  of  a  road  from... 

Du  Luth,  at  the  head  of  Lake  Superior.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
communicating  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  upon  the  survey 
of  the  harbor  of 

E. 

Education  throughout  the  country.  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  recommending  the  adoption  of  means  to  promote 

Engineers,  report  of  the  Chief  of,  upon  the  harbor  of  San  Diego,  Cali- 
fornia.   Letter  of  the  Secretarj'^  of  War 

Engineers,  report  of  the  Chief  of,  upon  the  harbor  of  Du  Luth,  at  the 
head  of  Lake  Superior 

Engineers,  report  of  the  Chief  of,  concerning  the  survey  and  improve- 
ment of  the  UpiKjr  Columbia  River 

Engineers,  report  of  the  Chief  of,  relating  to  the  Washington  aqueduct. . 

Engineers,  report  of  the  Chief  of,  on  Bulkhead  Rock,  Providence  River, 
Rhode  Island 

Europe.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  a 
war  between  Stance  and  North  Germany 

F. 

Fees  collected  by  consular  officers 

Fisher,  George,  deceased.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  rela- 
tive to  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  legal  representatives  of,  for 
the  use  and  destruction  of  property  in  the  Creek  Indian  war 

Florida.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  alleged  occupation 
of  private  property  situates  within  the  Fort  Barrancas  military  reser- 
vation   

Florida.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  amount 

of  land  claimed,  held  or  occupied  by  the  Navy  Department  in 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  amount  of  land  claimed, 
held,  or  occupied  as  military  reservations  in  the  State  of " 

Florida."  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  returning  with 
his  objections  the  bill  (S.  476)  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  status  of 
certain  federal  soldiers  enlisting  in  the  Union  army  from  the  States  of 
Alabama  and 

Fort  Barrancas  military  reservation.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
relative  to  the  alleged  occupation  of  private  property  situate  within  the. 
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Fort  Ridgelv  military  reservation  in  Minnesota.  Keport  of  the  Secretary 
of  War./. , 

Fort  Ripley  military  reservation  in  Minnesota.  Letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  relation  to  the 

France.  Letter  of  the  Postmaster  General,  correspondence  with  the 
French  government  relative  to  a  modification  of  the  postal  convention 
with,  of  March  2,  1857 

France.    Reports  of  the  agent  of  the  United  States  to  examine  consular 

affairs,  with  reports  of  consular  offices  in,  and  Belgium 

Letter  of  John  Bigelow  concerning  the  report  of  F.  A.  Starring 

Franking  privilege.  Letter  of  the  Postmaster  General  relative  to  peti- 
tions for  the  abolition  of  the 

Freedmen  in  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indian  nations.  Report  of  S.  N. 
Clark  npon  the  condition  of  the 

Fund  for  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  to  the  National  Asylum  for  Disabled 
Volanteer  Soldiers.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  a 
transfer  of v 


G. 

Georgia.  Reports  of  the  military  commander  in  regard  to  the  political 
and  civil  condition  of 

Georgia.  Letter  of  the  Attorney  General  in  relation  to  opinions  given 
by  him  concerning  affairs  in 

Georgia.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the 
proceedings  had  in  the  State  of  Georgia  in  pnifeuance  oi  an  act  of 
CoTifj^resB  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  promote  the  reconstruction  of  Georgia/' 
and  in  relation  to  the  organization  of  the  legislature  of  that  State  since 
the  passage  of  that  act 

Germany,  correspondence  relating  to  political  questions  in.  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States 

Great  Britain,  correspondence  between  the  United  States  and,  concern- 
ing questions  pending  between  the  two  countries  since  the  rejection  of 
the  claims  convention  by  the  Senate.  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States 

Great  Britain,  correspondence  between  the  United  States  and,  concern- 
ing questions  xtending  between  the  two  countries 

H. 

Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Company  of  Missouri,  assent  of  the, 
to  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  1, 186:2.    Letter  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Interior 

Harbor  of  San  Diego,  California,  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  upon 

the.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Hatch,  Davis,  correspondence  relating  to  the  imprisonment  of.   Message 

of  the  President  of  the  United  States 

Dispatches  of  J.  Somors  Smith  in  relation  to  the  imprisonment  of. 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 

I. 

Indiana,  amount  and  location  of  nnsurveyed  public  lauds  in  the  State 
of.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 

Indian  appropriation  bill,  necessity  of  passing  an.  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States 

Indian  goods  lost  on  the  Missouri  River  above  Omaha,  during  the  last 
eight  years,  by  means  of  the  wrecking  and  destruction  of  steamboats. 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  relation  to  the  value  of 

Indian  tribes.  Disbursements  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  among  the 
various.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 

Indian  treaties  made  by  what  is  known  as  the  Peace  Commission  of  1867. 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  obliga- 
tions of  Congress  to  make  the  necessary  appropriations  to  carry  out 
the 


1  j 

2  I 


6 

87 


14 


27 

27 

2 

53 


71 


21 


1 

3 

1 

31 

2 

41 

3 

94 

1 

10 

3 

114 

Ifp^ 


91 
25 

54 

54 
2 


80 
115 

44 


57 


Digitized  by 


Google 


J 


vm 


INDEX. 


Subject. 


Indians  in  the  Indian  Territory.  Letter  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
couimunicatiug  an  estiiUHte  of  funds  required  to  defray  the  necessary 
expenses  of  a  general  council  of  certain,  as  provided  by  treaties  with 
the  Cherokees,  Creeks,  Seminoles,  Choctaws,  and  Chickasaws 

Indians  of  Southeasteni  Oregon.  Letter  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
communicating  information  in  rchition  to  the 

Inspector  of  the  national  ceu'eteries  of  the  United  States  for  1869.  Letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  communicating  the  report  of  the 

Insurrectionary  States.  Opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  and  letter  of 
L.  E.  Chittenden  relative  to  the  eviction  by  State  court*  of  certain 
purchasers  of  lands  sold  for  taxes  in  the  late 

I. 

Interior.    Letters  of  the  Secretary  of  the — 

Clerks  employed  in  Interior  Department 

Keport  of  the  Surgeon  General ;  expenditures  of  the  Columbia  Hos- 
pital for  Womeu  and  Lying-in  Asylum 

Disbursements  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  among  the  various  In- 
dian tribes,  under  act  of  April  10, 1869 

In  relation  to  orders  restoring  the  lands  in  California  previously 
withdrawn  for  the  uses  of  the  Southern  Pacitic  railroad 

Estimate  of  funds  required  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  a 
general  council  of  certain  Indians  in  the  Indian  Territory,  as  pro- 
vided by  treaties  with  the  Cherokees,  Creeks,  Seminoles,  Choc- 
taws, and  Chickasaws 

In  relation  to  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  Kansas,  known  as  the  lands 
of  the  Black  Bob  band  of  Shawuees 

In  relation  to  the  value  of  Indian  goods  lost  on  the  Missouri  River, 
above  Omaha,  during  the  last  eight  years,  by  means  of  the  wreck- 
ing and  destruction  of  steamboats 

In  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  Central  Branch  Uuion  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company 

Relative  to  the  obligations  of  Congress  to  make  the  necessary  ap- 

Sropriations  to  carry  out  the  Indian  treaties  made  by  what  is 
nown  as  the  Peace  Commission  of  1867 

In  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  tbe  settlers  upon  the  Black  Bob 
Shawnee  lands  have  interfered  with  the  occupancy  and  disposition 
of  the  same 

Report  of  Vincent  Colyer,  special  Indian  commissioner,  as  relates 
to  the  Indian  village  of  Wrangel,  Alaska,  showing  the  condition 
of  that  village  previous  to  its  recent  bombardment  by  United 
States  troops 

Reports  made  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company 

Re{K)rt  of  the  commissioners  appointed  in  accordance  with  the  Sen- 
ate amendment  of  the  13th-  article  of  the  treaty  of  23d  of  Feb- 
ruary', 1867,  embracing  the  claims  of  the  Wyandott  Indians 

Statement  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Census  relating  to  the 
amount  to  be  saved  to  the  treasury  by  dispensing  with  certain 
copies  of  the  census  returns  required  by  the  act  of  1850 

The  amouut  and  location  of  unsurveyed  public  lands  in  the  State  of 
Indiana 

In  relation  to  the  Indians  of  Southeastern  Oregon 

In  relation  to  public  lands  in  Louisiana 

In  relation  to  an  or|jranized  band  of  persons  at  Cheyenne,  Territory 
of  Wyoming,  or  vicinity ;  the  number  and  designs  of  such  persons. 

Report  on  the  final  completion  of  the  Pacific  railroad 

In  relation  10  the  action  of  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad 
Company  of  Missouri,  under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from  the  Mis- 
souri River  to  the  Pacitic  Ocean,  and  to  seem*©  to  the  government 
the  use  of  the  same  for  postal,  military,  and  other  purposes,''  ap- 

S roved  July  1,  186^,  and  the  assignment  by  said  company  of  the 
ranchises  conferred  by  the  thirteenth  section  of  said  act ;  also,  a 
copy  of  a  map  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  showing  the  route  of  tne 
St.  Joseph  and  Denver  City  railroad 
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Interior,    Letters  of  the  Secretary  ok  the— 

In  relation  to  the  right  of  the  State  of  Kansas  to  certain  lands  sold  ! 
to  the  United  States  by  the  Osage-  Indians,  under  the  treaty  of  I  I 

September  29,  I860 3  '       101 

In  relation  to  clerks  employed  in  the  Interior  Department 1  1 

Internal  Revt»nue,  Commissioner  of.     lu  relation   to  the  collection  of  ' 

taxes  on  tobacco  manufactured  in  the  Indian  country 2  48 

International  Steamship  Company  for  constructing  and  placiug  iron  >  | 

steamships  in  transatlantic  service.    Proposals  of 3         102 

Iron  steamships  in  transatlantic  service.    Message  of  the  Pi-esident  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  proposals  of  the  International  Steam-  ' 

ship  Company  for  constructing  and  placing 3         102 

Iron-cla<l  ships  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States.    Message  of  the  Prea-  \ 

ident  of  the  United  States  in  relati(m  to  the 2  72 

Israelites  in  Roumania.    Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  ' 

relative  to  the  reported  massacre  of 3  ,        97 

J.  '         ! 

Japan.    Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  communicating 
correspondence  relating  to  American  interests  in 2  '        52 

Japan.    Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  communicating 
information  as  to  what  legislation  is  necessary  to  insure  the  adminis-  < 

tration  of  justice  and  to  protect  American  interests  in  China  and 2  i        58 

K. 

Kansas.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  relation  to  the  sale 
of  certain  lands  in  Kansas  known  as  the  lands  of  the  Black  Bob  band  of  | 

Shawnees 2  '        40 

Kansas.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  relation  to  the  right 
of  the  State  of,  to  certain  lands  sold  to  the  United  States  by  the  Osage  I 

Indians,  under  the  treaty  of  September  29,  1865 3  '•      101 

Knox,  John  Jay  and  H.  R.  Linderman.     Report  upon  refining  and  part-  ; 

ing  the  precious  metals  at  the  assay  office,  New  York !        2  51 

L. 


Land  claimed,  held,  or  occupied  by  the  Navy  Department  in  Florida 1  15 

Land  claimed,  held,  or  occupied  as  military  reservations  in  the  State  of  •  ! 

Florida 2  '        50 

Lands  in  California  previously  withdrawn  for  the  uses  of  the  Southern  ; 
Pacific  railroad.    Letter  of  the  Seci*etary  of  the  Interior  in  relation  to  j  \ 

orders  restoring  the i        1  ,  9 

Lands  claimed,  held,  or  occupied  by  the  Navy  Department  for  naval  or  I  I 

other  purposes  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  ' 
the  Navy 1  11 

Land  office  at  Indiana]>olis,  expense  of  maintaining  the.      Ijetter  of  the  I 

Secretary  of  the  Interior 2  80 

Lands  sold  for  taxes  in  the  late  insurrectionary  States,  opinion  of  the  ''< 
Attorney  General  and  letter  of  L.  E.  Chitti*nden  relative  to  the  evic- 
tion by  State  courts  of  certain  purchasers  of.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  , 
of  the  Treasury' '..         2  !        98 

Light-house  at  the  month  of  Aquina  Bay,  Orej^on.    Report  of  the  Secre-  '  | 

tary  of  the  Ti-easury  in  relation  to  const nictmg  a  harbor ,        1  1        35 

Linderman,  H.  R.,  special  agent  Treasury  Department,  report  of,  upon 
branch  mint  in  San  Francisca ,        2  1        51 

Little  Rock,  Arkan.Has,  arsenal  buildings  and  grounds  at.     Letter  of  ' 

the  Secretary  of  War ,        1  1        18 

Louisiana.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  lands 
claimed,  held,  or  occupied  by  the  Navy  Depaitment  for  naval  or  other 
purposes  in  the  State  of 1  11 

Louisiana.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  relation  to  public  | 

lands  in 2  85 
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McDougall,  Hon.  William,  presence  of,  at  Pembina,  in  Dakota  Territory, 
and  tbe  opposition  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Selkirk  Settlement  to  his 
assumption  of  the  office  of  governor  of  tbe  Northwest  Territory. 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 

Mclntyre,  H.  H.,  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  report  of,  on 
Alaska.    Letter  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Marine  hospital  establishment.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the 

Marine  hospital  and  grounds  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  the 

Marine  hospital  building  at  New  Orleans.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the 

Michler,  N.,  officer  acting  as  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  report  of,  relative  to  the  new  Navy  Yard  bridge  across  the 
Anacostia  River 

Military  reservations.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  submitting  a 
draught  of  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of  useless 

Military  stores  lost  on  the  Missouri  River  by  the  destruction  of  steamers. 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War 

Minnesota.  Fort  Ridgely  military  reservation  in.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War 

Minnesota.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  Fort 
Ripley  military  reservation  in 

Mint  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans  to  the  city  of  New  York,  in  relation 
to  removing  the  United  States  branch.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury 

Mint  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  relation  to  the  present  condition  of  the  United  States  branch 

Mint  property  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  Letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respecting  the  title  of  the  United  States  to 
the  branch : 

Mississippi,  action  of  the  legislature  of,  in  reference  to  the  proposed  ! 
fifteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Mes-  i 
sa^e  of  the  President  of  the  United  States | 

Mississippi  River.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  obstruc-  ■ 
tions  to  navigation  at  the  Southwest  Pass  of  the ' 

Montano,  Esteban  G.    Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  "States,  . 
communicating  proceedings  under  the  convention  between  the  United 
States  and  Peru  in  relation  to  the  claim  of 
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National  Asylum  for  Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiei*8.    Letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  in  relation  to  a  transfer  of  fund  for  sick  and  wounded 

soldiers  to  the 

National  cemeteries.    Letter  of  Attorney  General,  copy  of  opinion  re-  I 

lating  to  our ] 

National  cemeteries  of  the  United  States  for  1869.    Letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  communicating  the  report  of  the  inspector  of  the I 

Navy.    Letters  of  the  Secretary  of  the— 

Lands  claimed,  held,  or  occupied  by  the  Navy  Department  in  Louis-  | 

iaua 1 1 

Land  claimed,  held,  or  occux^ied  by  the  Navy  Department  in  Florida. 
In  regard  to  officera  of  the  navy  residing  permanently  or  temporarily  I 
in  Washington  City ;  of  officers  of  the  navy  on  duty  in  Washing- 
ton at  the  date  of  the  meeting  of  the  present  Congress ;  of  officers 
of  the  navy  who  have  been  ordered  to  report  for  special  duty  in  . 
Washington  since  that  date ;  and  of  officers  and  members  of  the  j 
senior  class  of  midshipmen  attached  to  the  Naval  Academy  at 
Annapolis  who  have  visited  Washington  under  orders  or  leave  of 

absence  since  the  date  aforesaid 

In  relation  to  the  iron-clad  ships  belonging  to  the  navy  of  the  United  I 
Stat^js 
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Navy.    Letters  of  the  Secretary  of  the— 

In  relation  to  a  settlement  with  the  Corliss  Steam-Engine  Company 

for  naval  engines  manufactured  for  the  government 

Communicating  information  in  regard  to  officers  of  the  navy  residing 
permanently  or  temporarily  in  Washington  City;  of  officers  of 
the  navy  on  duty  in  Washington  at  the  date  of  the  meeting  of 
the  present  Congress ;  of  officers  of  the  navy  who  have  been 
ordered  to  report  for  special  duty  in  Washington  since  that  date ; 
and  of  officers  and  members  of  the  senior  class  of  midshipmen  at- 
tached to  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis  who  have  visited 
Washington  under  orders  or  leave  of  absence  since  the  date  afore- 
said  

Navy  Yard  bridge  across  the  Anacostia  River,  report  and  survey  relative 

tothenew.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  Letter  of  the  Secn^tary  of  the  Treasury  in  re- 
lation to  the  present  condition  of  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital 

and  grounds  in  the  city  of 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  present 

condition  of  the  United  States  branch  mint  at 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respecting  the  title  of  the 

United  States  to  the  branch  mint  property  in 

New  Orleans.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  t«  re- 
moving the  United  States  branch  mint  from,  to  the  city  of  New  York, 

and  in  relation  to  the  condition  thereof 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  Marine 

Hospital  building  at 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  present 

condition  of,  and  expenditures  upon  the 

Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, communicating  reports  made  by  the 

Northwest  Territory.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
communicating  information  relating  to  the  presence  of  Hon.  William 
McDougall  at  Pembina,  in  Dakota  Territory,  and  the  opposition 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Selkirk  Settlement  to  his  assumption  of  the 
office  of  governor  of  the 

O. 

Officers  of  the  navy.    (See  Navy.) 

Officers  commissioned  by  the  Department  of  State,  the  compensation 
allowed  to  each  of  said  appointments,  and  the  State  from  where  ap- 
pointed.   Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 

Ordnance  Department  during  the  year  1869,  contracts  and  purchases  of 
the.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War 

Oregon.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  con- 
structing a  harbor  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  Aqnina  Bay,  in  the 
State  of 

Oregon.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  communicating  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  the  Indians  of  Southeastern 

Osage  Indians.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  relation  to  the 
right  of  the  State  of  Kansas  tc*  certain  lands  sold  to  the  United  States 
by  the,  under  the  treaty  of  September  589, 1866 
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Pacific  railroad  companies,  statement  of  the  bonds  issued  to  the  various. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 1  |        39 

Pacific  Railroad  Company.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  com- 

mnnieating  reports  made  by  the  Northern ' 2  !        75 

Pacific  railroad.    Report  on  the  final  completion  of  the 2  ■        90 

Peru.    Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the 

claim  of  Esteban  G.  Montnno 2  81 

Piegan  Indians  in  Montana.    Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  '  ! 

States  communicating  information  concerning  the  recent  engagement 

of  Brevet  Colonel  Baker,  United  States  Army,  with  the 2  49 
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Political  questions  in  Germany,  correspondence  relating  to. 

of  the  President  of  the  United  States 

Postage  statistics.    Letter  of  the  Postmaster  General  in  relation  to 

Postal  convention  with  France  of  March  2, 1857.  Letter  of  the  Post- 
master General,  correspondence  with  the  French  government  rela- 
tive to  a  mollification  of  the 

Postmaster  Gkxkual.    Letters  of  the— 

Correspondence  with  the  French  j^overnment  relative  to  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  postal  convention  with  France  of  March  2, 1857 

Papers  relating  to  the  claim  of  Foster  Bludgett,  as  late  postmaster 

at  Augusta,  Georgia 

Information  relative  to  blank  petitions  sent  from  that  dei^artraent 

for  the  al>olit.i<m  of  the  franking  privilege 

In  relation  to  postage  statistics 

President  of  the  United  States.    Messages  from  the — 

Reports  in  regard  to  the  political  and  civil  condition  of  Geor^pa 

Proj^ress  of  the  revolution  in  Cuba,  and  the  political  and  civil  con- 
dition of  the  island 

Correspondence  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  con- 
.    ceruing  questions  pending  between  the  two  countries  since  the 

rejection  of  the  claims  convention  by  the  Senate 

Relating  to  the  action  which  has  been  had  in  the  district  of  Virginia 
under  the  act  **  authorizing  the  submission  of  the  constitutions  of 
Virginia,  Mississippi,  and  Texas  to  a  vote  of  the  people,  and 
authorizing  the  election  of  State  officers  provided  by  the  said 

constitutions  and  members  of  Congress" 

Relative  to  a  reciprocity  treaty  on  the  subject  of  txade  and  com- 
merce between  the  Unit^ed  States  and  the  Dominion  of  Canada  . . . 
Returning  bill  (S.  273)  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  RoUin 

White,"  with  his  objections 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  made  in  compliance  with  the 
requirements  of  an  act  entitled  *^An  act  to  regulate  the  diplomatic 
and  consular  systems  of  the  United  States,"  approved  August  18, 
1856,  relative  to  fees  collected  by  consular  officers 


Action  of  the  legislature  of  Mississippi  in  reference  to  the  proposed 
fifteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 


Relatini^  to  the  presence  of  Hon.  William  McDougall,  at  Pem- 
bina, in  Dakota  Territory,  and  the  opposition  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Selkirk  Settlement  to  his  assumption  of  tlie  office  of  governor 
of  the  Northwest  Territory 

In  relation  to  the  proceedings  had  in  the  State  of  Georgia  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  to  promote  the  recon- 
struction of  Georgia,"  and  in  relation  to  the  organization  of  the 
legislature  of  that  State  since  the  passage  of  that  act 

In  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  Central  Branch  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  to  continue  and  extend  its  road,  and  to  receive 
in  aid  of  the  construction  thereof  lands  and  bonds  from  the 
United  States 

List  of  officers  commissioned  by  the  Department  of  State,  the  com- 
pensation allowed  to  each  of  said  appointments,  and  the  State 
from  where  appointed 

In  relation  to  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  to  provide  for  the 
defense  of  certain  suits  now  pending  in  the  Court  of  Claims  known 
as  the  cotton  cases 

In  relation  to  the  enforcement  or  attempt  to  enforce  the  i)ayment  of 
taxes  by  Cherokees  on  i)ro<lucts  manufactured  in  the  Cherokee 
nation  and  sold  within  the  Indian  Territ(n*y 

Concerning  the  recent  engagement  of  Brevet  Colonel  Baker,  United 
States  Army,  with  the  Piegan  Indians  in  Montana 

Correspondence  relating  to  American  interests  in  Japan 

Correspondence  relating  to  the  imprisonment  of  Davis  Hatch  by  the 
Dominican  government 

Dispatches  of  J.  Soniers  Smith  in  relation  to  the  imprisonment  of 
Davis  Hatch  by  the  Dominican  government 

Relative  to  the  obligatiims  of  Congress  to  make  the  necessary  appro- 
priations to  carry  out  the  Indian  treaties  made  by  what  is  known 
as  the  Peace  Commission  of  1867 '. 
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Pbesident  of  the  United  States.    Messages  from  the— 

Legislation  necessary  to  insure  the  administration  of  Justice  and 
to  protect  American  interests  in  China  and  Japan 

Correspondence  in  regard  to  the  so-called  "Transcontinental, Mem-  <  i 

phis,  £1  Paso,  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company'' I        2  ! 

Information  as  to  what  States  have  ratified  the  nmendment  known  \  i 

as  the  fifteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  i 
States !        2  1 

Recommending  early  legislative  action  toward  an  increase  of  the  i 
couitnerce  of  the  Uuite<l  States i        2  i 

In  relation  to  the  iron-clad  sliips  belonging  to  the  navy  of  the  '  ! 

United  States .*^ 2  I        72 

Commnnicating  the  proclamation  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  I  ' 

ratification  of  the  fifteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  '  | 

United  States,  and  recommending  the  adoption  of  means  to  pro-  t 
mote  education  throughout  the  country ' 

In  relation  to  the  claim  of  Esteban  G.  Montano 

In  relation  to  the  passage  of  an  English  or  Canadian  steamer  through  i 
the  canal  of  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie : 

In  relation  to  an  organized  band  of  persons  at  Cheyenne,  in  the  | 
Territory  of  Wyoming,  or  vicinity,  the  number  and  designs  of 
such  persons i 

Copy  of  a  dispatch  of  Henry  T.  Blow,  United  States  minister  to  | 
Brazil,  dated  December  18,  1869,  in  relation  to  the  commercial  i 
interests  of  the  United  States  with  South  America 

Correspondence  relating  to  political  questions  in  Germany 

Relative  to  the  massacre  of  Israelites  in  Roumauia 

Making  certain  recommendations  in  relation  to  the  existing  insur- 
rection in  Cuba 

Proposals  of  the  International  Steamship  Company  for  constructing 
and  placing  iron  steamships  in  transatlantic  service 

In  relation  to  the  seizure  of  American  vessels  and  injuries  to  Ameri- 
can citizens  during  the  hostitilles  in  Cuba 

Returning  with  his  objections  the  biU(S.  476)  entitled  *^An  act  to  fix 
the  status  of  certain  federal  soldiers  enlisting  in  the  Union  army 
from  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Florida'' 

In  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  commercial  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Spanish- American  States  on  this  conti- 
nent, and  between  those  countries  and  other  nations 

In  relation  to  the  emancipation  of  slaves  in  Cuba 

Correspondence  between  the  United  States  and  Grea^  Britain  con-  I 
ceming  questions  pending  between  the  two  countries t 

Calling  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  necessity  of  the  passage  of 
certain  measures  before  the  at^ournment  of  the  session i 

In  relation  to  the  importation  of  Chinese  coolies  into  the  United  ' 

States ' 

Proclamation  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  ratification  of  the  fifteenth  ' 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ! 

Q. 

Quartermaster's  Department  of  the  army.  Letter  of  the  Secret^ary  of  | 
War  relative  to  the  number,  location,  and  rent  of  buildings  occupied  : 
by  the 
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Reciprocity  treaty  on  the  subject  of  trade  and  commerce  between  the  i 

United  States  and  the  Dominion  of  Canada.    Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States 1  .        19 

Revenue  marine  service.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  com-  i 
mnnicating  a  report  of  the  special  comniission  appointed  to  consider  I 
and  report  upon  the  character  of  vessels  best  adapted  for  the 3  93 

Revenue  marine  service.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  com- 
municating statements  regarding  the 2  64 
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Revenue,  Special  CommiBsioner  of,  statement  relative  to  tlie  cost  of 
American  pig-iron.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Rivers  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  expenditures  made  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  for  the  improvement  of,  between  July  1, 
1868.  and  November  30, 1869.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War 

Road  n*om  Du  Luth  to  Fort  Bois  reservation.  Letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  communicating  a  report  upon  the  survey  and  cutting  out  a  . . . 

Roumailia.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  relative  to 
the  massacre  of  Israelites  in 

S. 

St.  Joseph  and  Denver  City  railroad.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  communicating  a  copy  of  a  map  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska, 
showing  the  route  of  the 

San  Diego,  California,  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  upon  the  har- 
bor o£    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War 

San  Francisco.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  communicating 
a  copy  of  the  reports  of  the  special  agents  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment appointed  to  examine  the  assay  office  in  New  York  and  the 
branch  mint  in,  on  the  subjects  of  assaying  and  refining 

Sault  Ste.  Marie.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  re- 
lation to  the  passage  of  an  English  or  Canadian  steamer  through  the 
canal  of  the 

Selkirk  settlement.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  com- 
municating information  relating  to  the  presence  of  Hon.  William 
McDongalf  at  Pembina^  in  Dakota  Territory,  and  the  opposition  by 
the  inhabitants  of,  to  his  assumption  of  the  office  of  governor  of  the 
Northwest  Territory 

Seminole  Indians.    (See  Indians.) 

Settlers 'upon  the  Black  Bob  Shawnee  lands  have  interfered  with  the  oc- 
cupancy and  disposition  of  the  same.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  manner  in 
which  the 

Slaves  in  Cuba.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  re- 
lation to  the  emancipation  of 

Smith,  J.  Somers,  dispatches  of,  in  relation  to  the  imprisonment  of  Davis 
Hatch 

Soldiers'  Home  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
relation  to  the  establishment  of  a  branch  of  the 

South  America.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  com- 
municating a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  Henry  T.  Blow,  United  States  min- 
ister to  Brazil,  in  relation  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  United 
States  with 

Southern  Pacific  railr#ad.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in 
relation  to  orders  restoring  the  landb  in  California  previously  with- 
drawn for  the  uses  of  the 

Spanish  American  States  on  this  continent.  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  commercial 
relations  between  the  United  Stat-es  and  the 

Starring,  F.  A.,  agent  of  the  United  States  to  examine  consular  affairs, 
report  of 


Letter  of  John  Bigelow,  concerning  the  report  of 

State  Department.    Officers  commissioned  by  the 

State,  Secretary  of.  Report  made  in  compliance  with  the  requirements 
of  an  **Act  to  regulate  the  diplomatic  and  consular  systems  of  the 
United  States,"  approved  August  18, 1856,  relative  to  fees  coUeeted  by 

consular  officers 

State.    Letters  of  the  Secretary  of — 

Progress  of  the  revolution  in  Cuba 

Correspondence  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  con- 
cerning questions  pending  between  the  two  countries 

Relating  to  the  action  had  in  the  district  of  Yirgtnia  under  the  act 
'*  authorizing  the    submission  of  the  constitutions  of  Virginia,  j 
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State.    Letters  op  the  Secretary  of — 

MisBisisppi,  and  Texas  to  a  vote  of  the  people,  and  authorizing 
the  election  of  State  offices  provided  by  the  said  constitutions, 
and  members  of  Congress 

Relative  to  a  recinrocity  treaty  on  the  subject  of  trade  and  com- 
merce between  tlie  United  States  and  the  Dominion  of  Canada  . . . 

Action  of  the  legislature  of  Mississippi  on  the  proposed  fifteenth 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 

In  relation  to  the  presence  of  Hon.  William  McDougall  at  Pembina, 
in  Dakota  Territory,  and  the  opposition  to  his  assumption  of  the 
office  of  governor  of  the  Northwest  Territory 

List  of  appointments  and  commissions  issued  from  that  department. 

Correspondence  relating  to  the  imprisonment  of  Davis  Uatoh  by 
the  Dominican  government. 

Dispatches  of  J.  Somers  Smith  in  relation  to  the  imprisonment  of 
Davis  Hatch  by  the  Dominican  government 

Correspondence  in  regard  to  the  Transcontinental,  Memphis,  £1 
Paso,  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company 

Proceedings  under  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and 
Peru  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Esteban  G.  Montano 

In  relation  to  the  passage  of  an  English  or  Canadian  steamer  through 
the  canal  of  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie 

In  relation  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  United  States  with 
South  America 1 

Correspondence  relating  to  political  questions  in  Germany 

Relative  to  the  massacre  of  Israelites  in  Roumania 

la  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  commercial  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Spanish  American  States  on  this  continent, 
and  between  those  countries  and  other  nations 

In  relation  to  the  emancipation  of  slaves  in  Cuba 

Correspondence  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  con- 
cerning questions  pending  between  the  two  countries 

In  relation  to  the  importation  of  Chinese  coolies  into  the  United 

States 

Steamboats  engaged  in  transporting  military  stores  and  property  of  the 
United  States  which  have  been  destroyed  on  the  Missouri  River,  north 
of  Omaha,  during  the  last  five  years,  with  a  statement  of  the  value  of 
the  property  lost  by  the  destruction  of  said  steamers.    Letter  of  the 

Secretary  of  War 

Surgeon  General,  report  of,  expenditures  of  the  Columbia  Hospital  for 
Women  and  Lying-in  Asylum,  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.. 

T. 

Transcontinental,  Memphis,  £1  Paso,  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  cor- 
respondence in  regard  to  the.    Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 

States 

Treasury.    Letters  of  the  Secretary  of  the — 

Condition  of  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital  and  grounds  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Condition  of  the  United  States  branch  mint  at  New  Orleans,  Louis- 
iana   

Report  of  the  agent  of  the  United  States  to  examine  consular  affairs, 
with  repoito  of  consular  officers  in  France  and  Belgium 

Letter  fn»m  John  Bigelow,  formerly  United  States  consul  at  Paris, 
concerning  the  report  of  General  Starring  relative  to  the  lease  by 
him  of  ceilain  property  for  the  use  of  the  consulate  and  the  trans- 
fer thereof  to  his  successor 

St^itcment  from  the  Special  Commissioner  of  Revenue,  relative  to  the 
cost  of  American  pig  iron 

Reports  of  Captain  Charles  Bryant,  late  special  agent  of  the  Treasury 
Department  for  Alaska,  and  H.  H.  Mclutyre,  special  agent  of  the 
Treasury  Department 

In  relation  to  constructing  a  harbor  light-house  at  the  mouth  of 
Aquina  Bay,  in  the  State  of  Oregon 

Statement  of  the  bonds  issued  to  the  various  Pacific  railroad  com- 
panies   
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Treabury.    Letters  of  the  Secretary  of  the — 

In  relation  to  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  to  provide  for  the 
defense  of  certain  suits  now  pending  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  known 
as  the  cotton  cases 

Reports  of  the  special  agents  of  the  Treasury  Department  appointed 
to  examine  the  assay  office  in  New  York  and  the  branch  mint  in 
San  Francisco,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  subjects  of  assay- 
ing and  refining 

In  relation  to  removing  the  United  States  branch  mint  from  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  in  relation  to  the 
condition  thereof 

Appropriation  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  marine  hospital 
establishment 

Respecting  the  title  of  the  Unit-ed  States  to  the  branch  mint  property 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Statements  regarding  the  revenue  marine  service 

In  relation  to  the  marine  hospital  building  at  New  Orleans 

Present  condition  of,  and  expenditures  upon  the  custom-house  at 
New  Orleans,  and  the  amount  of  appropriation  to  complete  the  same. 

Statement  of  the  number  of  foreign-built  vessels,  under  enrollment 
or  register  now  employed  in  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 

Report  of  the  special  commission  appointed  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  character  of  vessels  best  adapted  for  the  revenue  marine 
service. . .   

Copy  of  an  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  and  a  letter  of  L.  E. 
Chittenden,  relative  to  the  eviction  by  State  courts  of  certain  pur- 
chasers of  lands  sold  for  taxes  in  the  late  insurrectionary  States.. 

Relative  to  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  George  Fisher,  deceased,  for  the  use  and  destruction  of  property 
in  the  Creek  Indian  war 

In  relation  to  the  removal  of  James  F.  Casey,  as  collector  of  customs 
at  New  Orleaus 

In  relation  to  the  povceeds  of  the  sale  of  abandoned  lands  under  the 
actof  Juue7, 1862.... 
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U. 

Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  message  of  the  President  of  the  Unite<l 
States  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  Central  Branch  of  the,  to  continue 
and  extend  its  road,  and  to  receive,  in  aid  of  the  construction  thereof, 
lands  and  bonds  from  the  United  States 


V. 


Venezuela  claims.   (See  Mis.  Doc.  No.  162,  2d  sess.  41st  Cong.)  | 

Vessels  under  enrollment  or  register  now  employed  in  the  commerce  of  l 
the  United  States.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  commu- 
nicating a  statement  of  the  number  of  foreign-built 

Vessels  best  adapted  for  the  revenue  marine  service.  Letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  communicating  a  report  of  the  special  commission 
appointed  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  character  of 

Virginia.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  relating  to  the 
action  which  has  been  had  in  the  district  of,  under  the  act  authoiizing 
the  submission  of  the  constitutions  of  Virginia,  Mississippi,  and  Texas 
to  a  vote  of  the  people,  and  authorizing  the  election  oi  St-ate  officers 
provided  by  the  saia  constitutions,  and  members  of  Congress i        1 


IS 


W. 


War.  Letters  of  the  Secretary  of—  I 

Civil  and  political  condition  of  Georgia '        1 

Relative  to  the  Fort  Ridgely  military  reservation  in  Minnesota I        1 
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WAK.     LETTERfi  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF— 

Sbowinfi;  the  number  of  desks  and  number  of  clerks  employed  in  the 
War  I>epartDient  and  its  bureaus  during  the  year  ending  June  30. 
1869 

Contracts  and  purchases  of  the  Ordnance  Department  for  1869 

United  States  arsenal  buildings  and  grounds  at  Little  Rock,  Ark- 
ansas  

Draught  of  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of  useless  military 
reservations 

Transfer  of  fund  for  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  to  the  National 
Asylum  for  Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers 

Expenditures  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  the  improve- 
ment of  rivers  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  between  July  1, 
1868,  and  Noveml»er  30, 1869 

Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  upon  the  harbor  of  San  Diego,  Cal- 
ifornia  - 

In  relation  to  obstructions  to  navigation  at  the  Southwest  Pass  of 
the  Mississippi  River 

In  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a  branch  of  the  Soldiers'  Home 
on  the  Pacific  Coast 

Belative  to  the  number,  location,  and  rent  of  buildings  occupied  by 
the  Quartermaster's  Department  of  the  army 

Action  had  in  Georgia  under  the  act  to  promote  reconstruction  in  that 
State 

Concerning  the  recent  euiragement  of  Brevet  Colonel  Baker,  United 
States  army,  with  the  Piegau  Indians  in  Montana 

In  relation  to  amount  of  laud  claimed,  held,  or  occupied  as  military 
reservations  in  the  State  of  Florida 

List  of  all  the  steamers  engaged  in  transporting  military  stores  and 
property  of  the  United  States  which  have  been  destroyed  on  the 
Missouri  River  north  of  Omaha  during  the  last  five  years,  with  a 
statement  of  the  value  of  the  property  lost  by  the  destruction  of 
said  steamers \ 

Report  of  the  inspector  of  the  national  cemeteries  of  the  United 
States  for  1^69 

The  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  upon  the  survey  of  the  harbor 
of  Dii  Lnth,  at  the  head  of  Lake  Superior 

Report  of  the  commander  of  the  Department  of  Alaska  upon  the  late 
bombardment  of  the  Indian  village  at  Wrangel,  in  that  Territory'. 

Report  of  8.  N.  Clark,  special  agent  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  upon 
the  condition  of  the  freedmen  in  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  In- 
dian nations 

Concerning  the  survey  and  improvement  of  the  Upper  Columbia 
River 1 

In  relation  to  the  Fort  Ripley  military  reservation  in  Minnesota 

List  of  clerks  employed  in  the  War  Department 

Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  relating  to  the  Washington  Aque- 
duct  1 

Report  and  survey  of  the  officer  acting  as  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  relative  to  the  new  Navy  Yard  bridge 
across  the  Auacostia  River 

Relative  to  the  alleged  occupation  of  private  property  situate  within 
the  Fort  Barraucas  military  reservation 

Upon  the  survey  and  cutting  out  of  a  road  from  Du  Luth  to  Fort 
Bois  reservation 

Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  on  Bulkhead  Rock,  Providence 

River,  Rhode  Island 

War  Department,  clerks  employed  in  the.    Letter  of  the  Secretary-  of 
War 

Clerks  employed  in  the.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War 

War  between  France  and  North  Germany.    Message  of  the  President  of 

the  United  States  in  relation  to  a * 

Warren,  Brevet  Major  General.    Report  upon  the  survey  and  cutting  out 
of  a  road  from  Du  Luth  to  Fort  Bois  reservation 
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Washington  Atiueduct,  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  relating  to  the.  > 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War 3 

Wells,  David  A.,  Special  Commissioner  of  Revenue.    Statement  relative 

to  the  cost  of  American  pig  iron '        1 

White,  RoUin.    Message  ot  the  President  of  the  United  States  returning  ' 
bill  (S.  273)  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  RoIUn  Wl^te,"  with  his  , 

objections - 1 

Wrangel,  Alaska.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  the 
report  of  the  commander  of  the  Department  of  Alaska  upon  the  late 

bombardment  of  the  Indian  village  at 2 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  ^terior,  communicating  the  report  of 
Vincent  Colyer,  si>ecial  Indian  commissioner,  as  relates  to  the  In-  ' 
dian  village  of,  showing  the  condition  of  that  village  previous  to  > 

its  recent  bombardment  by  United  States  troops 2 

Wyandott  Indians.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  communicat- 
ing the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  in  accordance  with  the 
Senate  amendment  of  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  23d  of  , 
February,  1867,  embracing  the  claims  of  the 2 
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LETTER 


THE   SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

^  COMMUNICATING, 

In  compliance  icith  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  instant,  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad 
C<nnpanyj  of  Missouri,  under  tJie  a^ct  entitled  ^^An  act  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  Urn  from  the  Missouri  River  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  and  to  secure  to  tlte  government  the  use  of  the  same  for 
postal,  military,  and  other  purposes,'^  approved  July  1,.1862,  and  the 
assignment  by  said  company  of  the  franchise  conferred  by  the  thirteenth 
section  of  said  act,  also  a  copy  of  a  map  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  shoic- 
ing  the  route  of  the  St.  Joseph  and  Denver  City  railroad. 


3tiY  25, 1^0. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  25, 1870. 
Sir  :  Pursaant  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  theSSTd  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  the  accompanying  printed  slips  containing  a  true  copy 
of  all  the  papers  on  file  or  of  record  in  this  department  which  relate  to  the 
action  of  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Company,  under  the  act 
of  July  1, 1862,  mentioned  in  the  resolution,  and  to  the  assignment  by 
that  company  to  the  Atchison  and  Pike's  Peak  Bailroad  Company  j^now 
known  as  the  Central  Branch  Union  Pacific  Eailroad  Company)  or  the 
franchise  conferred  by*  the  thirteenth  section  of  said  act. 

I  transmit  also  a  map  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  on  which  is  traced  the 
route  of  the  St.  Joseph  and  Denver  City  railroad,  from  Elwood,  Kansas, 
to  a  connection  with  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  near  Fort  Kearney,  Ne- 
braska, and  a  copy  of  my  order  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  lands  granted 
under  the  act  of  July  23, 1866. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 

Secretary. 
Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax, 

Vice-President  of  the  United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 


Assent  of  the  Hannibal  and  St,  Joseph  Railroad  Company  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  July  1, 1862. 

Boston,  June  16, 1863. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph 
Railroad  Company,  held  at  the  office  of  the  fiscal  agency,  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  this  day, 
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On  motion,  the  following  votes  were  passed : 

Voted,  That  this  company  assent  to  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  approved  July  1,  1862,  entitled  "An  act  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  Hne  from  the  Missouri  River  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  and  to  secure  to  the  government  the  use  of  the  same  for 
postal,  military,  and  other  purposes." 

Voted^  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  vote,  certified  by  R.  S.  Watson, 
treasurer  of  the  fiscal  agency  of  said  company,  with  the  seal  of  the  com- 
pany affixed  thereto,  be  filed  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  as  con- 
stituting the  assent  of.  this  company  to  said  act,  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  of  the  seventh  section  thereof,  and  of  the  other  sections  ap- 
plicable to  this  company. 

I,  Robert  S.  Watson,  treasurer  of  the  fiscal  agency  of  the  Hannibal 
and  St  Joseph  Railroad  Company,  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is 
a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  said  company,  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  office  oT  the  fiscal  agency,  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  on  the  IGth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  said  company  to  be  hereto  attached,  on  this  30th  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1867. 

[SEAL.]  R.  S.  WATSON, 

Clerk  of  the  Board. 


Assignment  from  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Company  to  the 
Atchison  and  Pikers  Peak  Railroad  Company. 

Boston,  June  9, 1863. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph 
Railroad  Company,  held  at  the  office  of  the  fiscal  agency,  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  this  day, 

On  motion,  the  following  votes  were  passed : 

Whereas  fty  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri  River  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  approved  July  1, 1862,"  it  is  provided  in  section 
thirteen  of  said  act  as  follows:  "That  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph 
Railroad  Company  of  Missouri  may  extend  its  road  from  St.  Joseph,  via 
Atchison,  to  connect  and  unite  with  the  railroad  through  Kansas,  upon 
their  filing  their  assent  to  the  i)rovisions  of  this  act,  upon  the  same 
terms  and  conditions  in  all  respects,  for  one  hundred  miles  in  length 
next  to  the  Missouri  River,  as  are  provided  in  this  act  for  the  construc- 
tion of  th^  railroad  and  telegraph  line  first  above  mentioned,  and  may 
for  that  purpose  use  any  railroad  charter  that  has  been  or  may  be 
granted  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Kansas;  and  whereas  the 
Atchison  and  Pike's  Peak  Railroad  Company,  a  corporation  existing  in 
Kansas  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  approved  February  11, 
1859,  propose,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  its  charter,  to  build 
a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  that  shall  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
said  act  of  Congress,  and  thus  form  a  part  of  the  great  Pacific  railroad 
line;  and  whereas  by  said  act  of  Congress  (see  section  fifteen)  it  is 
X)rovided  that  wherever  the  word  "company"  is  used  iu  this  act  it  shall 
be  construed  to  embrace  the  words  "  their  associates,  successors,  and 
assigufl:''  Therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Voted*  That  this  company  agrees  lo  assign,  and  does  by  these  presents, 
attested  by  the  treasurer  of  its  fiscal  agency  and  seal  of  its  corporation, 
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assign  to  the  said  Atchison  and  Pike's  Peak  Baikoad  Company  all  the 
rights,  title,  and  interests  which  are  or  may  be  vested  in  prospective, 
hy  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress,  and  which  are  or  may  be 
subject  to  assignment,  to  be  hereafter  the  property  of  the  said  Atchison 
and  Pike's  Peak  Railroad  Company,  as  fully  and  as  absolutely  as  they 
do  or  will  in  anywise  pertain  to  this  company,  or  could  have  been  pos- 
sessed if  this  assignment  had  not  been  made.  And  this  transfer  and 
assignment  is  made  upon  the  expressed  condition  that  the  same  is  sub- 
ject to  the  ratification  of  the  stockholders  of  said  Hannibal  and  St. 
Joseph  Railroad  Company,  at  its  next  corporate  meeting.  And  that  the 
Atchison  and  Pike's  Peak  Railroad  Company  commence  the  construction 
of  said  road  as  early  as  the  first  day  of  October  of  the  present  year,, 
and  shall  complete  at  least  forty  miles  of  said  road,  conforming  fully  to- 
the  stipulations  of  said  Pacific  railroad  act,  by  the  first  day  of  October,^ 
1864,  and  so  in  like  manner  at  least  forty  miles  of  said  road  per  year;^ 
until  the  road  is  finished. 

And  this  assignment  is  subject  also  to  tlie  express  conditions  that 
the  said  new  road  be  not  worked  in  connection  with  any  line  of  road  or 
interest  adverse  to  that  of  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Com- 
pany, it  being  agreed  between  the  parties,  and  is  the  essential  condi- 
tion and  consideration  of  this  assignment,  that  the  said  Atchison  and 
Pike's  Peak  railroad  shall  at  all  times  hereafter  be  worked  in  connection 
with  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  railroad,  each  road  giving  the  other 
all  the  business  it  can  influence  or  control,  so  that  in  every  respect,  so 
far  as  the  working  and  business  of  the  two  are  concerned,  they  shall  be 
conducted  as  fujly  each  for  the  other's  benefit  as  they  would  be  if  both 
were  used  by  one  company. 

.  Votedy  That  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  be  delivered  to  the  Hon. 
S.  C.  Pomeroy,  of  Kansas,  for  the  use  of  the  Pike's  Peak  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  that  the  same  be  laid  before  the  first  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders of  this  corporation  for  their  concurrence. 

I,  Robert  S.  Watson,  treasurer  of  the  fiscal  agency  of  the  Hannibal 
and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Company,  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is 
a  true  coi)y  from  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  boarcT  of  directors 
of  said  company,  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  office  of  the  fiscal  agency,  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  on  the  9th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  18G3. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  ra^^  hand,  and  caused  the 
seal  of  said  company  to  be  hereto  attached,  on  tliis  30th  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1867. 

[SEAL.]  R.  S.  WATSOX, 

Treasurer  and  Clerk  of  the  Board. 


Proeeedhigs  of  meeting  of  stockholders  of  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph 

Railroad  Company. 

Hanjjibal,  3IISSOUIII,  September  21, 1863. 

In  pursuance  of  the  following  call  for  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Company,  published  for  more 
than  two  weeks  in  the  North  Missouri  Courier,  and  the  Hannibal 
Weekly  Chronicle,  two  newspapers  i>rinted  in  Hannibal,  in  the  State 
of  Missouri,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  viz: 

Boston,  August  2*2, 1863. 

The  gnbsciibers,  owning  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  stock  of  the  Hannibal  and  St. 
Joseph  Railroad  Company,  hereby  notify  and  caU  a  meeting  of  the  stockholdei^  of  said 
company,  to  be  holden  at  the  office  of  the  treasurer  of  said  company,  in  the  city  of 
Hannibal,  and  State  of  Missouri,  on  the  21st  day  of  Sejitember  next,  at  10  o*clock  a.  m.^ 
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and  they  specify  the  object  of  said  call  to  be  as  follows,  Tiz :  To  see  if  the  corporatiou 
will  authorize  the  execution  and  cairyin^  into  effect  a  certain  conditional  arrangement 
between  said  corporation  and  the  Atchison  and  Pike's  Peak  Railroad  Comany,  set 
forth  in  a  vote  of  the  directors  of  this  company,  passed  June  9, 1863,  in  relation  to  the 
transfer  to  said  Atchison  and  Pike's  Peak  Railroad  Company,  of  the  right  of  this  com- 
pany to  build  a  portion  of  the  Pacific  railroad,  under  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  '^  An 
•act  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri  River 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean,"  and  approved  July  1, 1862. 

JOHN  DUFF, 
SIDNEY  BARTLETT, 
H.  H.  HANNEWELL, 
JNO.  E.  THAYER  &  BRO., 
R.  S.  WATSON, 
J.  M.  FORBES, 
J.  W.  BROOKS, 
NATHANIEL  THAYER, 

Ti-ustees. 

*  And  in  accordance  with  the  charter  and  by-laws  of  the  Hannibal  and 
St.  Joseph  Eailroad  Company,  the  stockholders  of  said  company  assem- 
bled  at  the  office  of  the  treasurer  thereof,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of 
September,  A.  D.  1863,  at  10  o^clock  a.  m. 

On  motion,  Jno.  B.  Helm  was  elected  chairman  of  the  meeting. 

On  motion,  John  L.  Lathrop  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  meeting. 

On  motion,  I.  T.  K.  Hayward  was  appointed  judge  and  supervisor  of 
the  voting,  upon  the  preamble  and  vote  submitted  to  the  meeting,  and 
being  duly  qualified,  the  stockholders  on  motion  proceeded  to  vote  upon 
the  following  preamble  and  vote,  viz: 

Whereas  the  board  of  directors  of  this  company  did,  on  the  9th  day 
of  June  last,  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  Atchison  and  Pike's 
Peak  Eailroad  Company,  to  surrender  to  them  certain  rights  held  by 
this  company  under  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri  Eiver  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean,"  approved  July  1,  1862,  in  consideration  of  said 
Atchison  and  Pike's  Peak  Eailroad  Company  building  one  hundred 
miles  of  said  road,  which  agreement  was  made  conditional,  and  subject, 
however,  to  the  approval  and  ratification  thereof  by  the  stockholders  of 
this  compangr: 

•  Yotedj  That  the  whole  subject  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
stockholders  of  this  company,  consisting  of  John  M.  Forbes,  J.  W. 
Brooks,  E.  S.  Watson,  and  John  Duff,  with  power  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
I)any  to  ratify,  modify,  or  reject  said  agreement,  as  to  them  shall  seem 
most  for  the  interest  of  this  company,  and  further  to  make  any  other 
agreements  in  relation  to  the  rights  of  this  company,  under  said  act  of 
Congress,  and  with  any  other  party  or  parties  if  tliey  shall  reject  the 
said  agreement  with  the  said  Atchison  and  Pike's  Peak  Eailroad  Com- 
pany. 

On  motion,  the  polls  were  closed,  and  the  result  of  the  voting  an- 
nounced, as  follows: 

The  certified  list  of  stockholders  sho\i  s  two  hundred  and  fifteen  holders 
of  seventeen  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  shares,  registered 
upon  the  transfer  books  of  the  company,  and  there  were  present  at  the 
meeting,  in  person  and  by  proxy,  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  stock- 
holders, representing  fourteen  thousand  and  ninety-four  shares,  of  which 
fourteen  thousand  and  ninety-three  shares  were  voted  yea,  and  the  vote 
was  passed  and  adopted. 
On  motion,  it  was  voted  that  this  meeting  was  now  adjourned. 
^  JOHN  B.  HELM, 

Chairman. 
JOHN  L.  LATHEOP, 
Clerk. 
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I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
record  of  proceedings  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Hannibal  and  St. 
Joseph  Eailroad  Company,  at  a  meeting  held  in  Hannibal,  on  the  21st 
day  of  September,  1863. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 
seal  of  said  company,  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  186G.  • 

[SEAL.]  JOHN  L.  LATHROP, 

Clerk. 


Report  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  stochlkolders  of  the  Hannibal  and 
St,  Joseph  Railroad  Company. 

Whereas  at  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Jo- 
seph Eailroad  Company,  held  at  their  office  in  Boston,  on  the  9th  day 
of  June,  1863,  there  was  executed  an  assignment  of  the  interests  of  the 
said  corporation  in  a  certain  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri 
Eiver  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,''  approved  July  1, 1862,  to  the  Atchison  and 
Pike's  Peak  Bailroad  Company,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  stock- 
holders of  said  company ;  and  whereas  at  a  meeting  of  the  stockhold- 
ers of  the  said  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Eailroad  Company,  held  at 
Hannibal,  Missouri,  on  the  21st  day  of  September,  for  this  purpose,  the 
undersigned  were  appointed  a  committee  with  fidl  powers  to  ratify, 
amend,  or  reject  the  aforesaid  assignment  made  as  aforesaid:  Now, 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved y  That  we^  the  undersigned,  the  committee  of  the  stockholders 
appointed  as  aforesaid,  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  office  of  the  said  Han- 
nibal and  St.  Joseph  Eailroad  Company  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  do 
hereby,  by  these  presents,  attested  by  the  seal  of  the  said  corporation, 
fully  ratify  and  confirm  the  aforesaid  assignment  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses whatsoever  as  therein  specified. 

Resolved,  secondly^  That  these  proceedings  be  given  to  tlifi  Hon.  S.  C, 
Pomeroy,  for  the  use  and  purposes  of  the  said  Atchison  and  Pike's  Peak 
Bailroad  Company. 

Executed  this  first  day  of  January,  1864,  at  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

J.  W.  FOEBES, 
J.  W.  BROOKS, 
R.  S.  WATSON, 
JOHN  DUFF, 
Committee  of  Stockholders. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  aiipointed  by  the  stockholders  named  in  the  above  instru- 
ment. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 
seal  of  my  said  company-,  this  30tli  day  January,  18G7. 

[SEAL.]  R.  S.  WATSON, 

Clerk  of  the  Board. 
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Acceptance^  by  the  Atchison  and  Pikers  Peak  Railroad  Company j  of  the 
assignment  from  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Company,  tcith 
certain  modifications. 

Office  Atchison  and  Pike's  Peak  Railroad  Company, 

61  Cedar  Street,  New  York,  May  26,  1865. 
At  a  diily  notified  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  held  this  day  the 
secretary  read  the  following  preamble : 

Whereas  at  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Com- 
pany, holden  at  their  office  in  Boston,  Massachusefts,  June  9,  1863,  a  qnonini  bein^ 
prei^nt,  it  was  agreed  and  voted  that  by  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  '*  An  act  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri  River  to  the 
Pacific  Ocfean,"  and  approved  July  1, 1862,  it  was  provided  in  section  thirteen  of  said 
act  as  follows:  "That  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Company  of  Missouri 
may  extend  its  road  from  St.  Joseph,  via  Atchison,  to  connect  and  unite  with  the  rail- 
road through  Kansas,  upon  their  tiling  their  assent  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  upon 
the  same  terms  and  conditions  in  all  respects,  for  one  hundred  miles  in  length  next  to 
the  Missouri  River,  as  are  provided  in  this  act  for  the  construction  of  the  railroad  and 
telegraph  line  first  above  mentioned,  and  may  for  that  purpose  use  any  railroad  charter 
that  has  been  or  may  be  granted  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Kansas  ;^'  and  whereas 
the  Atchison  and  Pike's  Peak  Railroad  Company,  a  corporation  existing  in  Kansas, 
by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  legislature,  approved  February  11,  1859,  propose,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  or  its  charter,  to  build  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  that 
shall  meet  the  requirement  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  and  thereby  form  part  of  the 
Great  Pacific  railroad  line;  and  whereas  by  said  act  of  Congress  (see  section  15)  it  is 
provided  that  wherever  the  wonl  "  compjiny  "  is  used  in  this  act  it  shilll  be  construed 
to  embrace  the  words  "  their  associates,  successors,  and  assigns :"  Tlierefore,  it  was 

Voted,  That  this  company  agrees  to  assign,  and  does  by  these  presents,  attestetl  by  the 
treasurer  of  its  fiscal  agency  and  seal  of  its  corporation,  assign  to  the  said  Atchison  and 
Pike's  Peak  Railroad  Company,  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  which  are  or  may  be 
vested  or  prospective  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress,  and  which  are  or  may 
be  subject  to  assignment,  to  be  hereafter  the  property  of  the  said  Atchison  and  Pike's 
Peak  Railroad  Company,  as  fully  and  as  absolutely  as  they  do  or  will  in  anywise  per- 
tain to  this  company,  or  could  have  been  possessed  if  this  assignment  had  not  been 
made ;  and  this  transfer  and  assignment  is  made  upon  the  expressed  condition  that  the 
same  is  subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  stockholders  of  said  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph 
Railroad  Company  at  its  next  corjwrate  meeting ;  and  that  the  Atchison  and  Pike*s  Peak 
Railroad  Company  commence  the  construction  of  said  road  as  early  as  the  first  day  of 
October  of  the  present  year,  and  shall  complete  at  least  forty  miles  of  said  road,  con- 
forming fully  to  the  stipulations  of  said  Pacific  railroad  act,  by  the  1st  day  of  October, 
'  1864,  and  so,  in  like  manner,  at  least  forty  miles  of  said  road  per  year,  until  the  road  is 
finished. 

And  this  assi^ment  is  subject  also  to  the  express  conditions  that  the  said  new  road 
be  not  worked  m  connection  with  any  line  of  road  or  interest,  adverse  to  that  of  the 
Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Company.  It  being  agreed  between  the  parties,  and 
is  the  essential  condition  and  consideration  of  this  assignment,  that  the  said  Atchison 
and  Pike's  Peak  railroad  shall,  at  all  times  hereafter,  be  worked  in  connection  with  the 
Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  railroad,  ea<;h  road  giving  the  other  all  the  business  it  can 
influence  or  control,  so  that  in  every  respect,  so  tar  as  the  working  and  business  of 
the  two  are  concerned,  they  shall  be  conducted  as  fully  each  for  the  other's  benefit,  as 
they  would  be  if  both  were  used  by  one  company. 

Voiedf  That  a  copy  of  these  jiroceedings  be  delivered  to  the  Hon.  S.  C.  Pomeroy,  of 
Kansas,  for  the  use  of  the  Pike's  Peak  Railroad  Company,  and  that  the  same  be  laid 
before  the  first  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  this  corporation  for  their  concurrence  ; 
and 

Whereas  subsequently,  at  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  said  corporation,  held  in 
the  city  of  Hannibal,  State  of  Missouri,  on  the  2l8t  day  of  September,  1863,  pursuant 
to  a  legal  notice,  and  called  for  that  purpose,  it  was 

Itesolred,  To  choose  a  committee  of  four  stockholders,  with  full  power  to  ratify,  amend 
or  reject,  the  aforesaid  assignment  made  as  aforesaid,  the  action  of  which  committee 
was  as  follows : 

Whereas  at  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Com- 
pany, held  at  that  office,  Boston,  the  9th  day  of  June,  1863,  there  was  executed  an  assign- 
ment of  the  interests  of  said  corporation  in  a  certain  act  of  Congress  entitled  "  An  act  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  railromi  and  telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri  River  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean"  approved  July  1,  1862,  to  the  Atchison  and  Pike's  Peak  Railroad  Company,  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  stockholders  of  said  company ;  and  whereas  at  a  meeting  of 
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the  stockholders  of  the  said  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Company,  held  at  Han- 
nibal, Missouri,  on  the  2l8t  day  of  September,  for  this  purpose,  the  undersigned  were 
appointed  a  committee,  with  full  powers  to  ratify,  amend,  or  reject  the  aforesaid  assign- 
ment, made  as  aforesaid :  Now,  therefore,  be  it — 

Beaolrtdf  That  we,  the  undersigned,  a  committee  of  the  stockholders  appointed  as 
aforesaid  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  office  of  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Com- 
pany, in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  do  hereby,  by  these  presents,  attested  by  the  seal  of  the 
said  corxK>ration,  fully  ratify  and  confirm  the  aforesaid  assignment  to  all  intents  and 
puTXMses  whatsoever  as  therein  specitie<l ;  that  the  foregoing  De given  to  the  Hon.  8.  C. 
Fomeroy,  for  use  and  purposes  of  the  Atchison  and  Pike's  Peak  Railroad  Company. 
Executed  this  1st  day  of  January,  ld64,  at  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

J.  M.  FORBES, 
J.  W.  BROOKS,, 
R.  S.  WATSON/ 
JOHN  DUFF, 
Committee  of  Stockholdet-H. 
<B.6c  St.  J.  Co.  \ 
i  Seal.  5 

And  whereas  in  consequence  of  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country  and  the  extraor- 
dinary price  of  labor  and  materials,  this  company  has  been  unable  to  complete  their 
road  SM  rapidly  as  required  by  the  tenus  of  said  assignment  and  ratification. 

Said  preamble  having  been  read  by  the  secretary,  on  motion,  it  was 
then  unanimously — 

Resolved,  That  the  company  fully  accepts  the  afore  recited  assignment 
and  ratification  upon  the  conditions  in  said  vote  set  forth  ;  and  jn  addi- 
tion to  said  conditions,  and  leaving  the  same  in  full  force,  does  further 
hereby  firmly  bind  itself  to  the  performance  of,  and  obedience  to,  the  terms 
of  the  aforesaid  assignment,  and  promises  faithfully  to  build  the  road  and 
telegraph  as  provided  by  the  laws  of  Congress  in  relation  thereto :  Pro- 
vided anly,  That  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Eailroad  Company  will 
grant  to  this  company  an  extension  of  the  time  in  which  to  complete  the 
road,  as  follows : 

The  first  twenty  miles  from  the  Missouri  River  of  road  to  be  com- 
pleted by  the  1st  of  January,  1866,  and  the  second  twenty  miles  to  be 
completed  by  the  1st  day  of  July,  1866,  and  forty  miles  each  year  there- 
after, until  the  whole  is  fully  conjpleted. 

On  like  motion,  also  further. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid  preamble  and  vote  be  sent  by  ■ 
the  president  and  directors  of  this  company  to  the  directors  of  the  Han- 
nibal and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Company  at  Boston  for  their  action  there- 
upon, when  their  assent  to  the  proposed  extension  will,  with  these 
proceedings,  form  a  binding  contract  between  the  two  companies. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  compared  the  foregoing  with  the  original 
minutes  of  the  Atchison  and  Pike's  Peak  Railroad  Company,  and  the 
same  is  a  true  copy  from  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
said  company  at  meeting  held  in  their  oftice  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on 
the  26th  day  of  May,  1865. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  said  company  to  be  hereto  attached,  on  this  29th  day  bf  December, 
1866. 

[SEAJL.]  THOMAS  M.  SOTHER, 

/Secretary. 
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Assent  to  modifications  and  Eatification  of  the  assignment  by  ttie  Hannibal 
and  ISt.  Joseph  Railroad  Company, 

Boston,  May  27, 1865. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph 
Railroad  Company,  held  at  the  office  of  the  fiscal  agency  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  this  day, 

On  motion,  the  following  vote  was  passed : 

Whereas,  this  company  has  this  day  received  from  the  Atchison  and 
Pike's  Peak  Eailroad  Company  a  certified  copy  of  certain  votes  and 
proceedings  of  that  company,  at  a  meeting  of  their  board,  held  on  the 
26th  day  of  May,  1865,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  wherein  they  propose 
certain  modifications  of  the  arrangements  previously  existing  between 
these  two  companies,  the  assent  to  which  modifications  by  this  company 
will,  with  their  said  proceedings,  form  a  binding  contract  between  the 
two  companies :  Now  therefore, 

Voted^  That  this  company  does  hereby  assent  to  the  said  modifica- 
tion, and  it  also  recognizes  that  this  assent  completes  the  contract  be- 
tween the  companies,  as  heretofore  stated. 

Voted^  That  the  treasurer  of  the  fiscal  agency  be  instructed  to  forward 
to  James  Wadsworth,  secretary  of  Atchison  and  Pike's  Peak  Railroad 
Company',  a  certified  copy  of  the  above  vote,  with  the  seal  of  the  com- 
pany attached. 

I,  Robert  S.  Watson,  treasurer  of  the  fiscal  agency,  of  the  Hannibal 
and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Company,  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is 
a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  direct- 
ors of  said  company,  held  at  the  office  of  the  fiscal  agency,  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  the  27th  day  of  May,  A.D.  1865. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  said  company  to  be  hereto  attached,  on  this  30th  day  of  Janu- 
ary, A.D.  1867. 

[SEAL.J  R.  S.  WATSON, 

♦  Cleric  of  the  Board, 


Department  of  the  Interior, 
^Vashin{fton^  B.  C,  March  28, 1870. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  map  of  the  definite  location  of  the  line  of 
road  of  the  St.  Joseph  and  Denver  City  Railroad  Company  from  Elwood, 
in  Kansas,  via  Marysville,  in  said  State,  to  a  connection  with  the  Union 
Pacific  railroad  at  the  southwest  comer  of  section  36,  in  township  9 
north,  of  range  16  west,  in  the  State  of  Nebraska. 

You  will  instruct  the  proper  local  officers  to  withhold  from  sale,  or 
other  disposal,  all  the  odd-numbered  sections  falling  within  the  limits  of 
twenty  miles  on  each  side  of  the  line  of  the  road. 

In  thus  directing  the  lands  to  be  withdrawn,  conformably  to  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act  of  July  23, 1866, 1  deem  it  proper,  in  order  to  avoid 
any  misapprehension  as  to  the  views  of  the  department,  to  state,  that 
this  order  is  made  without  prejudice  to  any  existing  adverse  rights, 
whether  individual  or  cori)orate,  if  such  there  be,  and  does  not  include 
any  lands  "  heretofore  reserved  to  the  United  States  by  any  act  of  Con- 
gress, or  in  any  other  manner  by  competent  authority,  for  the  purpose 
of  aiaing  in  any  object  of  internal  improvement,  or  for  any  other  purpose 
whatsoever."    In  case  of  such  reservation  to  said  company,  there  is 
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granted  only  aright  of  way  for  one  hundred  feet  on  eaeh  side  of  their  h'ne 
of  road,  subject  to  thptipproval  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  right  of  saidtompany  to  construct  their  road  within  the  limits  of 
the  State  of  Nebrjwka,  may  hereafter  be  the  subject  of  controversy.  In 
that  event,  nothing  contained  in  this  order  will  preclude  the  considera- 
tion of  the  question  as  to-such  right,  should  it  arise  in  such  form  as  to 
require  the  action  of  the  department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 

Seo'etary/ 
Hon.  Jos.  S.  Wilson, 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

S.  Ex.  Doc.  91 2 
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2d8e»»ion.       i  (    No.  92. 


MESSAGE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES 


0)MMUXIC.%TIXG, 


In  wmpUance  iqith  a  resolutian  of  tht  Senate  of  the  2Uh  instant^  a  copy  of 
a  dispaich  of  Henry  T.  Blowj  United  States  minUtter  to  Brazil,  dated 
December  18,  1869,  in  relation  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  United 
States  icith  South  A^tierica. 


May  ^,  1870. — Read,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tuble,  aud  be  printed. 


To  ^e  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

In  answer  to  the  resolation  of  the  Senate  of  the  24tk  instant,  I  trans- 
mit a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  tlie  document  by  which  it 
was  accompanied. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 

Washington,  May  28, 1870. 


Department  of  State, 

Washinfftonj  May  28,  1870. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  24tb  instant,  requesting  the  President,  '4f,  in  his  opinion, 
not  inconsistent  with  the  public  interests,  to  cause  to  be  communicated 
to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  Henry  T.  Blow,  United  States  min- 
ister to  Brazil,  dated  December  18, 1869,  in  relation  to  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  United  States  with  South  America,"  has  the  honor  to  lay 
before  the  President  the  document  called  for  by  the  resolution. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
The  President. 


Mr.  Blow  to  Mr.  Fish. 

IjEgation  of  the  United  States, 

FetropoliSy  December  18, 1869. 

Sir  :  The  intense  desire  which  prevails  in  the  United  States  to  regain 

that  prestige  on  the  ocean  of  which  we  were  deprired  during  the  rebelUon, 

and  which  under  <»rdinary  circamstances  would  have  placed  us  before 

this  at  the  head  of  the  maritime  powers  of  the  world,  and  the  feeling 
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almost  as  universal  that  it  is  in  this  way  alone  we  can  successfully  com- 
])et€  with  other  producing  and  manufacturing  countries,  and  especially 
England,  for  that  large  trade  as  legitimately  ours  as  theirs,  have  induced 
some  ihxestigations  of  ocean  traffic  and  "general  conclusions,  which  I 
trust  will  not  be  deemed  obtrusive  at  a  time  when  Congress  is  desiring: 
information  on  this  subject,  and  especially  when  it  would  seem  to  be  con- 
nected almost  directly  with  great  interests  in  this  empire  with  which  it 
is  my  duty  to  deal. 

Xor  can  the  question  of  the  building  of  our  own  ships  in  competition 
with  England,  Belgium,  France,  or  any  other  country,  and  navigatin|j^ 
the  ocean  successfully  with  them  under  the  United  States  flag,  be  prop- 
erly deferred  by  the  American  people,  whose  highest  interests  demand  that 
we  shall  no  longer  remain  indifterent  to  our  own  clear  ability  to  transport 
the  productions  of  the  world  in  competition  with  the  world,  and  to 
strengthen  our  relations  with  other  nations  by  rapid  steam  communi- 
cation. I  discard  the  idea  of  building  wooden  vessels  in  this  connection, 
because  the  advance  of  the  last  eight  years  shows  clearly  that  the  iron 
vessels  propelled  by  sail  or  steam  are,  all  things  considered,  much  more 
economical,  and  because  it  must  be  clear  to  every  int-elligent  mind  that 
it  requires  very  moderate  aid  for  Congress  to  allow  our  ship-yards  con- 
structing wooden  vessels  to  build  the  same  more  cheaply  than  they  can 
be  constructed  in  the  countries  1  have  named. 

Lest  it  should  appear,  however,  that  discarding  the  wooden  ships  as 
behind  the  age,  is  a  conclusion  arrived  at  too  freely  on  my  part,  permit 
me  to  state  briefly  some  of  the  facts  which  have  induced  it. 

The  average  price  of  a  good  iron  vessel  in  England  in  1866  was  one 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars  a  ton,  while  a  good  wooden  vessel  at  the 
same  time  in  England  would  have  cost  two  hundred  and  five  dollars; 
and  both  having  the  same  exterior  dimensions,  the  iron  vessel  would 
carry  eleven  per  cent,  more  weight,  and  as  a  general  proposition  have 
nint«en  per  cent,  more  room  inside  of  her  hull,  the  first  being  rated  at 
number  one  for  twenty-one  years,  the  latter  for  ten  years.  Of  course,  I 
vnll  admit  that  while  the  iron  vessel  has  these  great  advantages,  it  will 
perhaps  cost  more  to  keep  her  in  order,  but  as  an  offset  to  this  she  can 
be  built  to  sail  or  steam  faster,  and  is  rendered  safer  by  water  tight 
compartments,  which  cannot  be  introduced  into  wooden  vessels.  Besides, 
the  European  mail  and  freight  steamers  now  running  to  Riode  Janeiro, 
built  recentlj'  and  with  all  the  late  improvements  for  sailing  and  steam- 
ing, make  regular  voyages,  with  a  consumption  of  coal  so  exceedingly 
small  as  absolutely  to  satisfy  the  owners  of  wooden  vessels  in  this 
part  of  the  world  that  the  day  of  such  vessels  of  large  size  for  long 
voyages  in  carrying  assorted  merchandise  has  passed  away. 

When  I  state  that  three  hundred  tons  of  coal  will  bring  a  sixteen- 
hundred-ton  vessel  in  twenty-eight  days  from  Liv^erpool,  I  only  do  so  to 
direct  your  attention  to  an  improvement  in  ocean  navigation  that  will, 
I  am  sure,  be  made  clear  to  our  countrymen  by  those  intimately  con- 
nected with  navigation,  while  the  same  vessel,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
she  can  be  built  twenty  per  cent,  longer  in  proportion  to  her  beam  than 
a  wooden  one,  saves  both  in  her  crew  and  in  time. 

If  these  premises  be  admitted,  and  I  believe  the  fullest  investigation 
will  show  them  to  be  strictly  correct,  then  our  attention  must  be  directed 
mainly  to  settling  the  question  of  how  to  build  and  navigate  iron  vessels 
in  competition  particularly,  as  I  have  stated,  with  England.  This,  sir, 
will  be  one  of  the  great  duties  of  Congress  at  its  present  session }  and  in 
connection  with  it,  I  trust  they  will  discard  any  assertion  that  may  be 
made,  come  from  what  source  it  may,  that  English,  mechanics  can,  even 
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with  the  experience  which  they  gained  so  discreditably  by  the  action  of 
their  government  during  the  war,  surpass  our  own  in  any  branch  re- 
quired in  the  construction  of  a  perfect  iron  steamer,  as  even  in  the 
economies  to  which  I  have  alluded.  American  skill  and  ingenuity  will 
soon  make  an  advance,  while  in  the  ability  for  introducing  macliiuery 
to  perfect  details  where  manual  labor  is  used  by  them,  we  have  always 
been  vastly  their  superiors.  Of  late  years  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
error  of  conceding  this  superiority  to  England  has  becom6  almost 
chronic,  especially  in  Kew  York,  and  when  it  is  known,  as  it  is  here, 
that  Belgium  and  France  in  many  branches  of  manufacturing  have 
rivaled  or  surpassed  England  in  skill  and  cheapness,  and  while  in  Eng- 
land this  question  of  labor  and  competition  is  creating  the  greatest  un- 
easiness at  this  moment,  it  would  seem  almost  criminal  to  allow^  any 
weakness  of  this  kind  to  have  the  slightest  weight  with  that  body, 
which  by  its  legislation  proposes  to  place  our  constructors  on  a  basis 
worthy  of  a  first-class  power.  Nor  do  I  suppose  that  the  enlightened 
body  of  national  representatives  will  for  a  moment  listen  to  any  propo- 
sition which  looks  to  free  trade  in  ships,  or  which  would  allow  our 
owners  to  sail  foreign-built  vessels  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States, . 
while  our  own  builders  are  weighed  down  by  embarrassments  which 
have  nearly  exhausted  their  capital  and  enterprise,  and  rendered  their 
shops  and  docks  almost  as  quiet  as  a  grave-yard.  The  time  has  come 
for  these  men  to  be  protected,  and  this  great  interest  to  be  sustained  ; 
and  if  unparalleled  generosity  in  legislation  is  required  for  a  complete 
i^establishment,  it  cannot  be  indulged  too  soon.  I  do  not  hesitate 
mjself  to  say,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  people  of  the  western,  south- 
vrestern  and  northwestern  States,  that  as  remote  as  they  may  be  from 
the  points  wiiere  this  great  industry  is  to  be  revised  and  nationalized, 
that  no  part  of  the  Union  will  make  greater  sjicrifices  for  its  speedy  res- 
toration and  complete  triumph. 

In  fact,  sir,  as  I  hope  to  show,  it  is  really  one  of  the  policies  which, 
neglected,  would  cause  an  immense  public  loss ;  and  this  brings  me  more 
directly  to  the  consideration  of  matters  which,  as  I  have  intimated,  bear 
a  close  relation  to  this  revival. 

If  my  memory  is  not  at  fault,  the  two  articles  of  foreign  growth  most 
required  for  the  comfort  of  our  people,  and  which  pay  the  largest  amount 
of  duties  by  many  millions  of  dollars  over  any  other  two,  are  sugar  and 
coffee ;  the  first  in  its  various  forms,  sugar,  molasses,  &c.,  paying  duties 
reaching  very  closely  to  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars  in  1868 ;  the  latter 
approximating  to  eleven  millions  in  the  same  year,  showing  clearly  that, 
with  all  the  encouragement  afforded  for  many  years  to  the  sugar-plant- 
ers of  our  own  country,  we  are  greatly  dependent  on  the  West  Indies 
and  South  America  for  our  supplies  of  sugar,  while  at  the  same  time  we 
are  importing  all  the  coffee  consumed  in  the  United  States. .  The  fact,  a 
very  uncomfortable  one  by  the  way,  stares  us  in  the  face,  that  the  con- 
sumption of  coffee,  even  at  the  high  price  it  has  commanded  and  the 
high  duty  it  has  paid,  has  increased  so  rapidly  in  the  United  States  as 
to  threaten  us  with  a  rate  where  it  will  cease  to  be  within  the  reach  of 
the  masses  of  our  people,  (who  regard  it  as  a  necessity,)  and  take  its 
place  with  the  other  luxuries  tx)  be  enjoyed  only  by  the  more  fortunate 
few.  This  it  becomes  a  duty  to  guard  against.  We  might  also,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  indulge  the  same  fears  in  relation  to  sugar,  were  our  own 
people  not  making  an  effort  to  obtain  supplies  from  a  revival  of  the 
planting  in  the  South,  and  the  more  general  cultivation  of  sorghum  and 
beet.  Look  at  these  two  staples  as  you  may,  they  are  of  such  vast  and 
primary  importance  to  the  comfort  of  our  citizens  as  to  demand  the 
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wisest  action  on  the  part  of  their  representatives.  A  people  paying  sixt^' 
millions  of  dollars  per  annum  for  an  article  so  essential  as  coffee,  and 
nearly  two  hundred  millions  for  their  sugar,  have  a  right  to  demand  the 
most  enlightened  legislation  in  regard  to  both ;  nor  must  we,  in  connec- 
tion especially  with  the  article  of  coffee,  fail  to  give  proper  weight  to  the 
fact,  that  while  we  are  requiring  a  largely-increased  quantity,  other  na- 
tions are  regarding  this  article  with  the  same  favor,  which  has  resulted 
for  several  years  in  a  total  consumption  approximating  very  closely  to 
the  entire  amount  produced.  This,  of  course,  has  the  effect  to  give  that 
increased  and  steady  value  to  the  article  now  prevailing  for  all  the  vari- 
ous grades,  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  in  all  the  other  large  mar- 
kets of  the  world. 

It  is  settled,  then,  that  the  sugar  we  are  to  consume,  beyond  that  raised 
by  ourselves,  will  be  grown  principally  in  the  West  Indies  and  South 
America ;  the  coffee  almost  entirely  in  South  and  Central  America,  Mex- 
ico, and  the  West  Indies.  After  a  recent  thorough  examination  of  the 
condition  of  this  article,  I  deem  the  best  estimate  of  the  product  of  the* 
world  for  this  year  as  follows : 

Ponnds. 

Brazil 500, 000, 00<> 

Java  and  Sumatra 100,000,000 

Ceylon 100,000,000 

San  Domingo  and  other  West  India  Islands 74, 000, 000 

Venezuela 40,000,000 

Costa  Kica,  Mexico,  and  various  other  countries 40, 000,  OOO 

Total 854,000,000 


Of  which  we  now  actually  import  and  consume  more  than  one-fourth  of 
the  whole;  for  with  our  large  importations  we  seldom  have  in  all  the 
parts  of  the  United  States  a  supply  equal  to  sixty  days'  consumption. 
Besides  this,  if  we  deduct  for  Ceylon,  Java,  Sumatra,  and  other  oriental 
islands,  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  pounds,  which  is  a  full  esti- 
mate for  what  they  grow  and  export,  six  hundred  millions  of  pounds  re- 
main as  the  exi>ort  produce  principally  of  Brazil,  Venezuela,  the  West 
Indies,  Costa  Eica,  &c.,  showing  clearly  that  while  we  have  been  paying 
gold  almost  entirely  for  our  coffee  to  Brazil,  and  largely  for  sugar  to  all 
these  countries,  other  nations  more  remote  buy  almost  entirely  with  their 
manufactured  goods  and  produce,  simply  because  their  early  efforts  out- 
side of  their  own  possessions  were  directed  to  establishing  close  and 
rapid  communication  by  every  means  in  their  power. 

A  policy  so  wise  and  so  easily  comprehended  has  enabled  those  na- 
tions whi(;h  were  the  first  to  avail  theinselves  of  it  to  build  up  a  direct 
trade  already  demanding  the  finest  steam-vessels  known  to  the  commer- 
cial world.  The  conclusion,  therefore,  is  plain.  We,  too,  must  establish 
close,  reguljir,  and  rapid  communication  with  every  port  in  South  Amer- 
ica, Central  America,  and  the  West  Indies  which  produces  these  two 
important  articles,  or  affords  in  imports  or  exports  a  basis  for  increased 
trade.  What  it  will  cost  sinks  into  utter  insignificance  when  compared 
with  the  enormous  benefits  which  we  will  derive  from  it. 

What  are  these  advantages! 

1.  Increased  and  active  development  in  the  product  of  coffee  and 
sugar  in  all  those  countries  growing  the  same  with  which  we  establish 
direct  and  rapid  communication. 

2.  An  immensely  increased  demand  for  our  flour,  grain,  lard,  pork, 
Md  manufactured  goods,  many  of  which  are  now  needed  at  remunera- 
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live  prices,  but  which  are  kept  back  for  the  waut  of  regular  and  fair 
transportation,  and  that  enlightened  understanding  of  trade,  which  our 
dealers  fail  to  grasp  for  the  want  of  facilities  enjoyed  by  those  of  other 
nations. 

You  will  observe,  Mr.  Secretary,  that  I  am  not  endeavoring  to  instruct 
Congress  in  regard  to  the  particidar  manner  in  which  they  shall  encour- 
age, if  not  restore,  the  ship-building  interest  in  the  United  States.  I 
repose  perfect  confidence  in  the  sagacity,  patriotism,  and  ability  of  that 
body.  I  feel  that,  with  the  enormous  amount  of  information  their 
committee  has  obtained  during  the  recess,  we  are  again  to  witness  a 
great  revival  in  this  interest,  and  that  ere  long  our  beautiful  emblem 
will  be  floating  proudly  on  every  sea,  and  in  every  port.  Our  people 
would  indeed  be  wanting  in  sagacity,  if  they  did  not  urge  their  representa- 
tives to  liberal  legislation.  I  go  far  beyond  thu  general  aidj  and  declare 
in  favor  of  tlie  most  liberal  subsidien  required  to  establish  direct  communica- 
tion with  the  whole  commerial  world,  and  single  out  the  articles  and  points 
named  in  this  dispatch  only  as  a  complete  illustration  of  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  the  same. 

I  know  that  any  clear-headed  man  will  see  at  once  that  if  we  establish 
by  these  liberal  subsidies,  coming  as  they  will  indirectly  from  the  pock- 
ets of  the  people,  a  trade  which  distributes  the  products  of  our  soil  and 
our  factories,  and  in  return  gives  us  the  products  we  so  much  need,  that 
where  we  spend  one  million  i)er  annum  we  will  save  two  millions  in  the 
advantages  gained,  and  that  no  amount  could  be  too  liberal  which  would 
iosore  increased  supplies  of  the  two  articles  named. 

I  have  not  referred  to  a  consideration  in  connection  with  this  matter, 
which  I  sincerely  trust  you  will  regard  as  very  important.  It  is  the 
sympathy  which  should  naturally  exist,  and  which  would  increase,  be- 
tween the  countries  named  and  our  own.  We  are  all  in  that  new  world 
which  has  been  so  pregnant  with  fresh  and  novel  ideas  and  enterprises ; 
we  are  happily  situated  so  as  to  be  able  to  furnish  them,  as  cheap  as 
other  nations,  most  of  the  articles  they  need,  while  requiring  just  what 
they  are  capable  of  raising;  for,  while  two  important  articles  have  been 
named,  there  are  many  others  they  produce  which  we  require  in  large 
quantities.  They  will  naturally  desire  to  progress  as  we  have,  and  it  is 
to  us,  and  to  our  manner  of  fostering  public  enterprises,  that  they  must 
look,  instead  of  to  those  old  countries  which  have  been  so  slow  in  taking 
hold  of  mo<lem  improvements  in  cultivation,  and  in  the  development 
which  comes  from  railroad  communication. 

It  was  our  misfortune  to  be  arrested  in  this  ocean  expansion  of  trade 
b}'  civil  war,  but  once  started  on  a  fair  liberal  basis,  our  advance  will 
be  as  rapid  and  the  result  as  grand  as  that  which  flowed  from  the  en- 
lightened policy  which  united  the  two  oceans,  and  which  will  add  sixty 
new  States  to  the  Union,  a  policy  which  South  America  will  not  be  slow 
to  imitate  when  new  and  intimate  relations  show  her  what  we  have 
achieved.    To  sum  up : 

1.  Our  ship-builders  must  be  relieved  from  all  burdens  and  embarrass- 
ments, and  placed  on  as  good  a  basis  for  constructing  economically 
a.**  their  competitors  m  other  i)arts  of  the  world. 

2.  Liberal  subsidies  should  be  granted  whenever  necessary  to  estab- 
lish those  close  and  rapid  communications  essential  to  supplying  us  ar- 
ticles of  the  first  importance  at  the  lowest  possible  first  cost  and  lowest 
transportation,  allowing  us  at  the  same  time  to  pay  for  them  as  far  as 
X>ossib]e  with  the  products  of  our  soil  and  factories.  To  accomplish  this 
last  it  is  very  important  to  bind  any  ship  owner  to  whom  a  subsidy  is 
granted,  to  make  as  good  time  and  transport  freight  and  passengers  as 
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cheaply  as  the  vessels  of  our  own  or  any  other  nation,  whether  subsi- 
dized or  not.  It  woidd  seem  to  me  in  caiTying  out  this  policy,  so  far  as 
the  countries  and  articles  named  demand  it,  we  should  at  once  establish 
the  following  lines  of  subsidized  ocean  steamers: 

A  direct  line  of  three-thousand-ton-screw-steamers,  from  New  Orleans 
to  liio  de  Janeiro  via  Pernambuco  and  Bahia  in  eighteen  dayn, 

A  direct  line,  three-thousand-ton  screw-steamers,  from  New  York,  Phila- 
delphia, or  Boston,  via  Pernambuco,  Bahia,  Rio,  and  Santos,  to  Montevi- 
deo and  Buenos  Ayres,  (the  present  line  via  Para  is  too  indirect ;)  the 
direct  line  should  rejvch  Rio  in  eighteen  days^  and  Buenos  Ayres  in  ticenty 
five  days, 

A  direct  line,  flfteen-hundred-ton  screw- steamers,  from  New  Orleans 
to  Maracaibo,  Porto  Cabello,  and  La  Guayra. 

A  direct  line,  fifteen-hundred-ton  screw-steamers,  from  New  York  to 
Bay  of  Samana,  with  connections  to  all  the  islands  east  of  Cuba. 

A  direct  line  from  Philadelphia  or  Baltimore  with  Spanish  main. 

A  direct  line  to  Mexico  and  Central  America  from  New  York  or  New 
Orleans. 

It  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  great  error  to  ask  any  foreign  country 
to  join  us  in  these  subsidies.  Let  them  be  United  States  mail,  i)asseu- 
ger,  and  freight  steamers,  equal  if  not  superior  in  every  respect  to  any 
built  in  any  part  of  the  world,  evincing  our  genius  and  liberality,  and 
above  all,  giving  to  those  countries,  all  of  which  are  needing  steamers 
constantly,  the  positive  evidence  of  our  ability  to  supply  them  all  the 
various  classes  of  vessels  required  at  the  lowest  prices  and  of  the  high- 
est and  best  qualities. 

What  I  have  written,  Mr.  Secretary,  may  not  have  the  effect  I  so  much 
desire,  but  four  months'  close  observation  here,  with  some  experience  in 
these  matters,  and  a  residence  in  Venezuela,  as  well  iis  some  familiarity 
with  the  Spanish  main  and  West  India  Islands,  have  long  since  im- 
pressed me  with  the  view  that  we  have  shown  an  inexcusable  indiffer- 
ence to  this  vast  trade,  which  it  would  seem  should  belong  to  us  almost 
entirely,  while,  with  the  exception  of  Cuba,  and  one  or  two  of  the  West 
India  Islands,  we  do  not  enjoy  any  large  share  of  it.  In  Rio  I  have 
seldom  seen  our  flag,  and  English  and  other  foreign  houses  do  the  bulk 
even  of  our  own  coffee  business. 

Almost  every  day  some  splendid  steamer  arrives  with  every  article 
needed  by  the  people  of  Brazil  from  England,  France,  Belgium,  Austria, 
Prussia,  Portugal,  Spain,  Italy,  Holland,  &c. 

We  have  a  steamer  once  a  month,  while  an  examination  of  the  trade 
will  convince  any  one  that  a  dozen  three-thousand-ton  steamers  would 
soon  be  fully  employed  in  place  of  the  slow  sailers  that  now  so  poorly 
compete  with  the  rapid-going  vessels  named,  and  which  would  as 
surely  accomplish  grand  results  for  our  merchants,  manufacturers,  and 
producers  as  have  those  noble  lines  of  steamers  early  established  by  the 
sagacity  of  the  English,  French,  and  Belgian  governments  for  the  trade 
of  those  countries. 

Before  closing  this  dispatch,  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  a  sugges- 
tion based  on  the  personal  experience  alluded  to.  The  production  of  coffee 
in  Brazil  is  profitable,  and  while  the  crop  is  made  without  skill,  and  far 
from  being  economically  handled  in  Rio,  for  the  grading,  mixing,  sacking, 
storing,  and  even  transportation  are  all  primitive,  and  without  any  intro- 
duction of  labor-saving  machinery  in  any  detail,  it  yet  is  the  greatest 
sustaining  power  of  the  people  and  the  government,  for  without  it  the  one 
would  suffer  for  comforts  now  enjoyed,  and  the  other  be  destitute  alike 
of  revenue  and  credit.  The  greatest  need  of  the  masses  is  bread,  and 
as  they  become  accustomed  to  flour  and  corn,  the  consumption  of  their 
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maodioca  will  decline,  affordiug  us  an  increased  market  for  these  articles. 
Besides  this,  they  cannot  compete  with  the  United  States  in  raising  cot- 
ton, and  in  truth  their  labor  has  become,  from  the  effects  of  the  war  with 
ParagTiay,  higher  in  i>roportion  than  ours,  and,  being  mostly  slave  labor, 
is  otherwise  demoralized.  In  this  portion  of  Brazil  more  particularly  it 
is  the  coffee  on  which  they  must  rely,  and  which,  more  readily  and 
profitably  than  sugar  or  cotton,  can  be  increased  in  quantity,  and  it  is 
their  increased  quantity  which  we  will  absolutely  require.  If  it  is  pro- 
duced there  will  be  an  additional  incentive  to  closer  commercial  relations 
with  this  empire;  if  not  produced,  our  people  will  have  to  pay  largely 
over  what  they  do  now  for  this  article,  so  essential  to  their  health  and 
comfort.  It  would  seem  that  Brazil,  having  an  interest  so  near  akin  to 
our  own  in  this  matter,  would  be  disposed  to  foster  any  effort  we  might 
make  for  intimate  relations,  and  when  the  common  prejudice  prevailing 
here  against  all  foreigners,  and  when  just  a  little  fear,  especially  of  us, 
yrears  oft^  I  will  rely  not  only  in  having  the  most  cordial  support  and  aid 
from  the  government,  but  also  the  sympathy  and  kind  feeling  of  the 
people,  both  of  which  will  be  essential  to  our  success. 

But  meanwhile  is  it  prudent  to  rely  so  entirely  on  Brazil!  I  think 
not,  and  turn  my  eyes  especially  to  Venezuela,  Costa  Eica,  and  Mexico 
for  relief.  My  candid  opinion  is,  that  with  a  great  stable  government 
and  judicious  encouragement,  Venezuela  alone  could  relieve  us,  for  her 
soil  and  position  and  the  experience  of  her  coffee-planters,  all  go  to  prove 
that  she  can  produce  immense  quantities  of  the  best  coffee  at  a  low  price, 
lequiiing  from  us  only  that  aid  which  our  own  doctrines  should  long  ago 
have  made  more  substantial,  and  taking  in  exchange  from  us  most  of  the 
articles  which  we  can  afford  more  cheaply  than  others.  There  must  still 
remain  in  the  provinces  of  Caracas,  Coro,  and  Maracaibo  a  half  million 
of  people.  Stimulate  and  encourage  them  properly,  and  they  will  soon 
double,  if  not  quadruple,  the  amount  of  coffee  which  they  now  produce. 
I  will  not  extend  this  suggestion ;  but  leave  the  solution,  as  far  as  Venezu- 
ela and  Mexico  are  concerned,  to  that  enlightened  sympathy  on  the  part 
of  my  government  and  countrymen  which,  I  trust,  will  do  much  to  aid,  if 
not  redeem,  those  two  countries  from  the  misfortunes  of  the  past. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  it  is  a  source  of  great  pride  and  satisfaction  to  me 
to  be  able  to  congratulate  the  President  and  his  cabinet  on  the  economy, 
ability,  and  integrity  which  is  distinguishing  the  administration.  I  can 
form  some  idea  from  its  profound  moral  effect  here  of  how  other  nations 
of  the  world  respect  and  regard  the  simple  straightforward  policy  which 
is  urging  our  country  so  rapidly  forward. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

hp:nry  t.  blow. 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington. 


® 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by 


Google 


41sT  C0NOSE88, )  SENATE.  I  Ex.  Doc. 

2d  Session.       §  \    No.  93. 

LETTER 

OF 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 


COMMUNICATING, 


In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  April  9, 1870,  a  report  of 
the  special  commission  appointed  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  character 
of  vessels  best  adapted  for  the  revenue  marine  service. 


Mat  28,  1870. — ^Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Treasury  Dbpartment, 

Office  op  the  Secretary, 

May  26,  1870. 
8m :  In  conformity  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  9th  of  April, 
directing  the  "  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  communicate  to  the  Senate 
the  report  of  the  board  of  officers  concerning  the  revenue  marine,"  made 
to  the  department,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
the  special  commission  appointed  to  "consider  and  report  upon  the 
character  of  vessels  best  adapted  for  the  revenue  marine  service,  to- 
gether with  such  views  and  conclusions  upon  other  matters  as  might 
appear  to  them  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  service.'^ 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  add  that  the  recommendations  made  in  the  report 
are  in  the  main  approved  by  me,  and  that,  as  far  as  I  am  authorized  by 
law,  I  shall  proceed  to  carry  them  into  effect. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOT7TWELL, 

Secretary. 
Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax, 

Vice-President  United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate^ 

Washingtonj  D.  (7. 


Office  Special  Commission, 

United  States  Revenue  Marine, 

Washington^  D.  C,  May  1, 1870. 
Sib  :  Having  been  selected  by  your  letter,  dated  December  16, 1869, 
to  act  as  a  commission  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  character  of  ves- 
sels best  adapted  for  the  revenue  marine  service,  together  with  such 
views  and  conclusions  upon  other  matters  as  may  appear  to  us  calculated 
to  advance  tiiie  interests  of  the  service,  we  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report : 

Under  existing  laws  the  primary  and  most  important  duty  of  revenue 
vessels  is  for  the  better  securing  and  collection  of  duties  imposed  upon 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels )  in  addition  to  which  they  are  required 
to  cruise  for  the  relief  of  vessels  in  distress  at  sea.    With  this  in  view 
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we  have  considered  tlieir  size  principally,  as  to  their  capacity  to  perform 
those  duties  efficiently,  Avith  the  least  amount  of  tonna|:^e  consistent 
with  the  requirements  necessary  for  ahle-going  vessels.  We  propose, 
therefore,  that  the  vessels  be  classified  as  follows :  First-class  steamers 
to  be  350  tons ;  second  class  steamers  to  be  250  tons }  third-class  steamers 
to  be  150  tons  and  under ;  schooners  of  250  tons  and  under  to  rate  as 
first-class  vessels,  to  be  distributed  as  follows,  viz : 

FOR  ATLANTIC  AND  ^ULP  COASTS. 

1.  One  second-class  screw  steamer  on  the  coast  of  Maine;  draught  of 
water  not  to  exceed  nine  feet;  cruising  ground  to  extend  from  Eastport 
westward  to  Seguin  Island ;  headquarters  at  Eastport. 

2.  One  sailing  schooner,  170  tons,  for  Penobscot  Bay  and  vicinity ; 
draught  of  water  not  to  exceed  ten  feet ;  headquarters  at  Castine. 

3.  One  first  class  screw  steamer  on  coast  of  Maine ;  draught  of  water 
not  to  exceed  ten  feet ;  cruising  ground  to  extend  from  Seguin  Island 
westward  to  Cape  Ann  ;  headquarters  at  Portland. 

4.  One  first-class  screw  steamer  on  the  coast  of  Massachusetts ;  draught 
of  water  not  to  exceed  ten  feet ;  cruising  ground  to  extend  from  Cape 
Ann  to  Holmes's  Hole ;  headquarters  at  Boston. 

5.  One  schooner,  120  tons,  for  Buzzards'  Bay,  west  part  of  Vineyard 
Sound,  &c. ;  draught  of  water  not  to  exceed  nine  feet;  headquarters  at 
New  Bedford. 

G.  One  second-class  screw  steamer  for  entrance  to  Long  Island  Sound; 
cniising  ground  westwardfrom  Vineyard  Sound  to  Watch  Hill ;  draught 
of  water  not  to  exceed  nine  feet;  headquarters  at  Newport,  Khode 
Island. 

7.  One  third-class  screw  steamer,  150  tons,  on  the  coast  of  Connecticut ; 
draught  of  water  not  to  exceed  nine  feet ;  cruising  ground  to  extend 
eastward  to  Montauk,  and  westward  to  Faulkner's  Island,  including 
Gardner's  Bay,  Sagg  Harbor,  and  Greenport;  headquarters  at  New 
London. 

8.  One  first-class  screw  steamer  on  the  coast  of  New  York ;  draught  of 
water  not  to  exceed  ten  feet ;  cruising  ground  to  extend  from  Sandy 
Hook  eastward  to  Montauk,  including  Greenport,  and  south  westward  to 
Delaware  Breakwater ;  headquarters  at  New  York. 

9  and  10.  Two  third-class  steamers,  75  tons  each,  for  the  inland  waters 
of  New  York  Bay  and  Harbor;  draught  of  water  not  to  exceed  seven  feet; 
headquarters  at  New  York. 

11.  One  second-class  screw  steamer  on  the  coasts  of  New  Jersey  and 
Delaware ;  draught  of  water  not  to  exceed  nine  feet ;  cruising  ground  to 
extend  from  Little  Egg  Harbor  to  Chincoteague ;  headquarters  at  Wil- 
mington, Delaware. 

12.  One  second-class  screw  steamer  for  coast  of  Virginia ;  draught  of 
water  not  to  exceed  nine  feet;  cruising  ground  from  New  Point  Comfort 
and  Chincoteague  to  Cape  Hatteras;  headquarters  at  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

13.  One  third-class  side- wheel  steamer,  150  tons,  for  Chesapeake  Bay; 
draught  of  water  not  to  exceed  four  feet  six  inches ;  headquarters  at 
Baltimore. 

14.  One  third-class  side- wheel  steamer,  150  tons,  for  Pamlico  Soond, 
North  Carolina ;  draught  of  water  not  to  exceed  six  feet ;  headquarteis 
at  Newborn. 

15.  One  second-class  screw  steamer  on  coast  of  North  Carolina ;  draught 
of  water  not  to  exceed  seven  feet ;  cruising  ground  to  extend  eastward 
to  Cape  Hatteras,  and  southward  to  Georgetown,  South  Carolina;  head- 
quarters at  Wilmington,  North  Carolina. 
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16.  Od6  seoondclaas  screw  steamer  for  coast  of  South  CaroliQa; 
of  water  not  to  exceed  eight  feet;  cruising  ground  to  extend  from  Fry- 
ing Pan  Shoals  to  Tybee  Boads ;  headquarters,  Charleston. 

17.  One  second-class  screw  steamer  for  coast  of  Georgia;  draught  of 
water  not  to  exceed  nine  feet ;  cruising  ground  eastward  to  Hilton  Head, 
and  sonthward  to  Gape  Carnaveral;  headquarters  at  Savannah. 

18.  One  second-class  screw  steamer  on  coast  of  Florida ;  draught  of 
water  not  to  exceed  seven  feet;  cruising  ground  to  extend  eastward  to 
Cape  Florida,  inland,  westward  to  the  Tortugas,  and  northward  to  Cedar 
Keys ;  headquarters  at  Key  West. 

19.  One  schooner,  120  tons ;  draught  of  water  not  to  exceed  eight  feet; 
emising  ground  from  Cedar  Keys  to  Pensacola;  headquarters,  Appa- 
lachicola. 

20.  One  second-class  screw  steamer  on  coast  of  Alabama;  draught  of 
water  not  to  exceed  eight  feet;  cruising  ground  from  Pensacola,  Florida, 
to  the  Chandeleur  Islands ;  headquarters  at  Mobile. 

21.  One  third-class  screw  steamer,  75  tons ;  draught  of  water  not  to 
exceed  six  feet,  for  Lake  Pontchartrain  and  Mississippi  Sound ;  head- 
quarters at  New  Orleans. 

22.  One  second-class  screw  steamer  on  the  coast  of  Louisiana ;  draught 
of  water  not  to  exceed  eight  feet ;  cruising  ground  to  extend  from  Siiip 
Island  to  the  Sabine  Biver ;  headquarters  at  JS^ew  Orleans. 

23.  One  second-class  side- wheel  steamer  for  coast  of  Texas ;  draught 
of  water  not  to  exceed  six  feet;  cruising  ground  to  extend  from  Sabine 
Biver  to  the  Bio  Grande;  headquarters  at  Galveston,  Texas. 

FOR  THE  PACIFIC  COAST. 

24  One  first-class  screw  steamer  on  the  coast  of  California ;  draught 
of  water  not  to  exceed  ten  feet ;  cruising  ground  to  extend  from  Cres- 
cent City  to  Santa  Barbara;  headquarters  at  San  Francisco. 

25.  One  second-class  side- wheel  steamer  for  the  coast  of  Oregon; 
draught  of  water  not  to  exceed  eight  feet ;  cruising  ground  from  Cres- 
cent City  to  Cape  Flattery;  headquarters  at  Astoria. 

26.  One  second-class  screw  steamer  on  the  coast  of  Washington  Ter- 
ritory; draught  of  water  not  to  exceed  nine  feet;  cruising  ground  west- 
ward to  Cape  Flattery,  including  the  Gulf  of  Georgia  and  Puget  Sound ; 
headquarters  at  Port  Townsend. 

27.  One  schooner,  180  tons,  on  coast  of  California,  to  cruise  from  Santa 
Barbara  to  the  Coronados  Islands;  headquarters  at  San  Diego,  Cali- 
fornia. 

28.  One  schooner,  250  tons,  on  the  coast  of  Alaska,  to  cruise  from 
Sitka  westward  to  Behriu^s  Sea ;  headquarters  at  Sitka. 

FOB  THE  LAKES. 

20.  One  second-class  screw  steamer,  draught  of  water  not  to  exceed 
nine  feet,  to  cruise  from  Black  Bock  to  the  Detroit  Biver;  headquarters 
at  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 

30.  One  second-class  screw  steamer,  draught  of  water  not  to  exceed 
nine  feet,  to  cruise  Arom  Detroit  to  the  Straits  of  Mackinaw ;  headquar- 
ters at  Detroit. 

31.  One  second-class  screw  steamer,  draught  of  water  not  to  exceed 
nine  feet,  to  cruise  from  the  Straits  of  Mackinaw  to  Superior  City,  in 
Lake  Superior;  headquarters  at  Marquette. 

32.  One  second-class  screw  steamer,  draught  of  water  not  to  exceed 
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uiue  feet,  to  cruise  on  Lake  Ontario ;  beadqnarters  at  Oswego,  New 
York. 

The  number  of  vessels  required  by  tbe  foregoing  is  thirty-two,  dassed 
as  follows: 

First-class  screw  steamers 4 

Second-class  steamers,  (fifteen  screw  and  two  side-wheel) 17 

Third-class  steamers,  (four  screw  and  two  side- wheel) 6 

Sailing  vessels 5 

32 

With  the  following  tonnage,  viz :         « 

4  first-class  steamers  of  350  tons  each 1, 400 

17  second-class  steamers  of  250  tons  each 4, 250 

3  third-class  steamers  of  150  tons  each 450 

3  third-class  steamers  of  75  tons  each 225 

6  sailing  vessels  (260, 180,  180, 120, 120,  tons  each.) 850 

7,175 


The  number  of  tons  at  present  employed  is  9,208 ;  a  redaction  is 
therefore  made  of  2,033  tons,  equal  to  eight  second-class  vessels  by  the 
proposed  plan.  The  approximate  cost  of  building  and  equipping  ready 
for  sea  a  first-class  steam  vessel  will  be  $75,250;  for  a  second-class 
steamer,  $53,750 ;  for  a  third-class  steamer,  (150  tons,)  $31,250 ;  and  for 
a  third-class  steamer  of  75  tons,  $16,125 ;  estimating  the  same  at  $215 
per  ton,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  prove  in  excess  of  the  actual  average 
cost  to  complete  and  equip  them  ready  for  service.  Assuming  the  same 
estimate  per  ton  there  can  be  built  and  put  in  commission  with  the  sum 
of  $300,000,  already  appropriated,  four  steamers,  either 

Two  first-classs  steamers,  350  tons  each,  for $150, 500 

Two  second-class  steamers,  250  tons  each,  for 107, 500 

Making  a  total  for  four  vessels  of 258, 000 

And  leaving  unexpended  balance  of 42, 000 

Or  one  first-class  steamer  350  tons  for 75, 250 

Four  second-class  steamers  250  tons  for 215, 000 

Making  a  total  for  five  vessels  of 290, 250 

And  leaving  a  balance  of 9, 750 


With  the  first  balance  of  $42,000  there  may  be  built  and  equipped 
one  third-class  vessel  of  150  tons  for  $31,250,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$10,700 ;  or  two  third-class  steamers,  of  75  tons  each,  for  $36,050,  and 
leave  remaining  of  the  original  appropriation  a  balance  of  $5,950. 

In  regard  to  the  best  material  for  the  construction  of  hulls,  your  com- 
mission is  unanimous  in  the  preference  for  iron.  Its  advantages  over 
any  other  material  are  manifold,  and  now  so  well  known  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  repeat  them  here.  But  no  very  great  number  of  iron  ves- 
sels have  as  yet  been  constructed  in  this  country ;  and  the  builders  of 
such  vessels  are  comparatively  so  few  in  number,  that  under  the  present 
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system  of  bailding  revenue  vessels  by  contract,  there  woald  appear  to 
be  scarcely  sufficient  competition  offered  to  secure  their  construction  at 
the  lowest  possible  rates.  On  account,  also,  of  the  difficulty  of  preventing 
a  rapid  accumulation  of  animal  and  vegetable  matter  attaching  to  iron 
halls  in  certain  portions  of  our  waters,  we  recommend  that,  for  the 
present,  revenue  vessels  for  these  special  localities  be  constructed  of 
wood.  The  engines  for  the  steamers  should  be  of  the  simplest  and  most 
approved  types  now  in  actual  use  in  the  merchant  marine.  For  the 
propellers  we  recommend  the  latest  improved  patterns  of  the  inverted, 
single  directacting  engine.  For  side- wheelers  our  preference  is  for  the 
walking-beam  engine,  but  perhaps  builders  may  suggest  a  form  giving 
equally  satisfactory  results  in  regard  to  economy  and  driving  power, 
and  occupying  less  space.  All  engines  to  be  condensing,  with  the  most 
approved  patterns  of  condensers  and  circulating  pumps.  Double  boil- 
ers should  be  used  in  first  and  second  class  vessels,  as  far  as  practicable. 
Bevenne  vessels  should  be  capable  of  the  greatest  possible  speed  pro- 
portionate to  their  size  and  shape.  It  is  believed  ttiirteen  knots  could 
be  obtained  by  the  first-class,  eleven  large  by  the  second-class,  and  for 
the  third-class  at  least  ten  knots. 

Economy  in  the  consumption  of  fuel  should  be  the  first  consideration 
in  the  construction  of  boilers  and  furnaces }  and  in  cruising,  command- 
ing officers  should  be  under  stringent  restrictions  in  regara  to  driving 
their  vessels  at  full  speed,  (half  si)eed  being  consider!^  sufficient  for 
ordinary  cruising.)  and  held  to  a  strict  accountability  for  all  unnecessary 
expenditures  of  fuel  or  engineers'  stores.  It  is  desirable,  as  a  measure 
of  economy  in  the  use  of  fuel,  that  sails  should  be  combined  with  steam 
power  as  far  as  practicable  without  considering  the  latter  as  merely 
auxiliary.  The  screw  vessels  shoidd  carry  such  canvas  as  will  enable 
them  to  make  fair  progress,  and  to  tack  and  wear  under  sail  alone,  and 
this,  in  our  opinion,  can  best  be  accomplished  by  a  three-masted  rig. 
Therefore  we  recommend  that  first-class  vessels  be  rigged  with  three 
masts,  carrying  fore  and  main  topsails  in  the  general  style  of  the  topsail 
schooners,  with  long  lower  masts.  For  second-class  screw  steamers  with 
fore-topsail,  in  addition  to  lower  fore-and-aft  sails.  For  all  others  fore- 
and-aft  schooner  rig  with  two  masts.  The  revenue  vessels  of  the  Pacific 
should  be  built  on  that  coast,  on  account  of  the  great  expense  and  risk 
in  sending  them  around  Gape  Horn.  From  estimates  from  Ban  Fran- 
cisco within  reach  of  the  commission,  we  are  inclined  to  believe  wooden 
vessels  can  be  built  there  for  nearly  the  same  sum  they  would  cost  if 
built  on  the  Atlantic  and  sent  to  the  Pacific.  Referring  to  the  foregoing 
list  of  vessels  and  stations  it  will  be  observed  we  recommend  for  Alaska 
one  sailing  vessel  of  250  tons.  Eegarding  revenue  vessels  as  s(dely  foi* 
the  protection  of  the  customs  on  imports  and  prevention  of  smuggling, 
we  consider  that  they  should  not  be  diverted  from  their  legitimate 
duties  and  made  to  perform  those  properly  belonging  to  naval  vessels, 
except  in  time  of  war,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  1799.  For  the  pres- 
ervation of  peace  among  the  natives  of  Alaska,  the  presence  of  an 
armed  steamer  in  her  waters  is  perhaps  necessary,  but  such  duties 
ought  to  be  performed  by  naval  vessels.  For  the  protection  of  the  flir 
interests  of  the  government  in  the  Aleutian  Islands  and  Behring's  Sea 
the  schooner  Reliance,  at  present  in  Alaska,  is  considered  sufficient. 

The  number  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  service  is  thirty-five ;  of  this 
number  thirty-one  have  been  built  or  purchased  by  the  government  since 
1862.  Th^ree  schooners  were  built  in  the  year  1865-^66-'57,  and  one 
steamer  was  presented  to  the  United  States  by  the  late  E.  A.  Stevens, 
whose  name  she  bearst 
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The  thirty-one  vessels  built  and  purchased  since  1862  cost 
the  total  sum  of $1,899,100 

Since  1861  there  has  been  expended  in  repairs  and  altera- 
tions on  thirty-three  vessels  the  sum  of 467,757 

Making  a  total  of 2,366,857 

expended  for  thirty-three  of  the  vessels  now  in  service  within  a  period 
of  nine  years,  or  an  average  annual  cost  of  $262,874. 

The  whole  number  built  and  purchased  since  1861  was  forty- 
two,  at  an  outlay  of $2,467,100 

Of  these  ten  have  been  sold  at  various  times,  bringing  the 
sum  of 156,000 

Making  a  total  of 2,311,100 

Against  which  we  have  thirty-one  vessels  for  the  same  period, 
the  original  cost  of  which  was 1,889,100 

Showing  a  loss  between  amount  paid  for  and  amount  re- 
ceived on  account  of  sale  of  vessels  of 422,000 


Of  the  vessels  now  in  service  twenty-four  are  steamers,  and  the  re- 
mainder sailing  vessels,  three  of  which  were  built  prior  to  1861.  Ten 
of  the  steamers  were  built  for  the  revenue  service,  as  follows :  Propeller 
Wayanda,  486  tons,  built  in  1864 ;  propeller  Mahoning,  375  tons,  built 
in  1864 ;  propeller  Lincoln,  550'tons,  built  in  1865 ;  side-wheeler  Chase, 
480  tons,  built  in  1865 ;  side- wheeler  Dix,  480  tons,  built  in  1865 ;  side- 
wheeler  Fessenden,  476  tons,  built  in  1865 ;  side- wheeler  Johnson,  499 
tons,  built  in  1865 ;  side- wheeler  Sherman,  488  tons,  built  in  1865 ;  side- 
wheeler  McCulloch,  530  tons,  built  in  1865 ;  side-propeller  Perry,  403 
tons,  built  in  1865. 

The  propellers  Wayanda  and  Lincoln  are  stationed  on  the  Pacific  coast, 
and  the  Mahoning  at  Portland,  Maine.  These  vessels  have  double  oscil- 
lating engines  of  peculiar  construction  and  gear,  occupying  too  much 
space,  and  requiring  great  expenditure  of  lubricators.  Their  boilers  are 
too  small,  and  consequently  the  consumption  of  fuel  is  large,  while  neither 
ordinary  nor  a  regular  rate  of  speed  can  be  obtained.  The  Wayanda 
was  lengthened  in  1866,  and  weakness  of  hull  added  to  her  original  de- 
fects. The  Lincoln's  hull  is  reported  sound  and  strong,  but  both  vessels 
are  unnecessarily  large  and  require  too  great  an  outlay  in  their  running 
expenses.  The  Mahoning  is  a  full-rigged  brig.  Her  masts  are  not  in 
proper  position  ^  she  does  not  work  well  in  tacking  or  wearing ;  is  a  dull 
sailer,  and  under  a  full  head  of  steam  consumes  about  one  ton  of  coal 
per  hour.  These  vessels  should  be  disposed  of  as  soon  as  other  and 
more  suitable  vessels  can  be  substituted. 

The  six  side-wheelers  and  the  side-propeller  Perry  were  built  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  act  of  Congress,  without  the  advice  of  the.Treasury 
Department  or  that  of  the  officers  of  the  service,  and  were  designed 
more  with  a  view  to  their  probable  use  as  vessels  of  war  than  as  revenue 
vessels,  and  are  larger  than  necessary  for  the  service.  But  they  are,  as 
a  class,  very  fine  steamers,  capable  of  great  speed,  and  can  be  kept  in 
commission  on  a  very  economical  footing.  Six  are  stationed  on  the 
lakes,  but  five  of  them  are  laid  up  in  ordinary  by  act  of  Congress.  This 
number  is  considered  beyond  the  actual  requirements  for  the  protection 
of  the  revenue  in  these  waters,  as  it  is  believed  four  vessels,  actively 
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employed,  can  perform  the  necessary  duty  there.  The  Johnson,  on  Lake 
Michigan,  and  the  Chase,  on  Lake  Ontano,  are  reported  to  us  as  requir- 
ing considerable  repairs.  These  two  might  be  sold,  together  with  one 
of  the  vessels  at  Detroit  or  on  Lake  Erie — ^to  be  determined  by  a  care- 
ful examination  of  the  four — ^and  with  the  proceeds  a  second-class  steamer 
could  be  built  for  Lake  Ontario.  The  remaining  vessel  of  the  present 
first  class  is  the  McCulloch,  now  at  Few  York.  Her  engine  and 
boiler  are  reported  in  good  condition,  and  some  slight  repairs  only  are 
required  on  her  hull ;  but  she  is  not  considered  well  adapted  to  the  ser- 
vice, and  should  only  be  retained  until  her  place  can  be  filled  by  a  proper 
vessel  of  smaller  tonnage,  and  capable  of  cruising  at  sea  on  less  fuel. 

Of  the  other  steamers  thirteen  were  purchased  into  the  service,  and 
one  was  presented  to  the  government,  as  before  stated. 

The  thirteen  steamers  were  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $362,500,  and  there 
has  been  expended  on  them  for  repairs  $200,927,  to  which  should  be 
added  the  repairs  made  on  the  E.  A.  Stevens,  say  $30,000^  so  that  the 
fourteen  steamers  have  cost  $592,427. 

These  vessels  are  mostly  old,  ill-adapted  to  the  service,  and  constantly 
requiring  repairs.  Their  condition  is  designated  in  the  following  table 
by  numl^rs  ranging  from  1  to  5,  Ko.  1  being  first  rate,  and  Ko.  5  worth- 
less or  in  bad  condition : 


Name. 

HuU. 

Machinery. 

BoUer. 

Remarks. 

Bronx   

3 
3 
2 
2 
3 
3 
5 
3 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
5 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 

1 
4 
2 
5 
5 
5 
1 
4 
3 
1 
3 
2 

Unseaworthy. 
River  boat. 

Dplawar© .«.*.,.  .--^ 

Gatlirie 

Tng-boat. 
Tug-boat. 
Tugboat. 
Tug-boat. 
Worthless. 

Hamlin  ..---.  ...... 

Jasmine 

Moeswood .... 

Miami 

Nansemond ...- 

River  boat,bnt  seaworthy. 
River  boat. 

Northerner  ......... 

Seward 

River  boat. 

StcTens .  ....  ...... 

Unfit  for  sea. 

Uno        .. ...... .... 

Tng-boat. 

River  boat,but  seaworthy. 

Wilderueas  ......... 

From  which  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  not  one  that  may  be  consid- 
ered in  first-rate  condition.  The  Miami  being  rated  worthless  should  be 
sold  out  of  service,  and  the  others  replaced  by  new  vessels  whenever  it  may- 
appear  necessary  to  give  them  extensive  repairs.  Although  not  adapted 
to  service,  they  are  but  moderate  consumers  of  coal,  and  may  be  used  at 
comparatively  small  expense  for  two  or  three  years,  or  until  extensive 
repairs  are  required. 

There  are  eleven  schooners  now  in  service,  three  of  which,  viz,  the 
Thompson.  Dobbin,  and  Campbell,  were  built  during  the  years  1855-'56-'57 
respectively.  The  Thompson,  a  small  center-board  schooner,  is  stationed 
at  Georgetown,  South  Carolina,^  is  fifteen  years  old,  and  unfit  for  service* 
The  Dobbin,  at  Gastine,  Maine,  and  the  Campbell,  at  New  London,  Con- 
necticut, require  repairs,  their  hulls  and  rigging  being  reported  generally 
good.  The  remaining  eight  schooners  built  in  1867  are  new  vessels  and 
reported  in  good  condition,  but  their  commanding  officers  repo^rt  unfa- 
vorably in  regard  to  their  sailing  qualities. 

In  view  of  the  condition  of  the  vessels  as  thus  shown,  their  want  of 
uniformity  for  the  performance  of  like  duties,  and  their  unfitness  for  the 
service,  we  vould  recommend  that  the  appropriation  of  $300,000  now  on 
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band  be  used  in  the  construction  of  five  steamers — one  first  class  and 
fcur  second  class.  Six  of  the  sailing  vessels  can  be  sold,  as  also  five 
steamers,  which  the  new  vessels  would  replace.  The  proceeds  of  sale 
thus  obtained  can  be  used  in  the  construction  of  more  steamers,  and  this 
process  continued  as  rapidly  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  or  public 
policy  will  permit. 

Or  the  vessels  now  in  service,  other  than  those  on  the  lakes,  and  the 
five  schooners  recommended  to  be  retained,  may  be  sold  for,  say 
$310,000,  at  a  moderate  estimate,  which,  added  to  the  $300,000  appro- 
priated on  hand,  together  with  an  annual  appropriation  of  $200,000  for 
two  years,  (being  less  by  over  $125,000  than  has  been  expended  during 
any  two  years,  from  an  average  of  the  last  nine  years,  with  such  results 
as  are  shown,)  would  complete  a  reorganization  of  the  service  within 
that  period:  and  with  the  proposed  new  system  in  full  operation  the 
additionsJ  f  400,000  thus  required  would  be  saved  to  the  government 
within  one  year,  as  will  be  shown  further  on  in  this  report. 

There  are  at  present  (May  1)  in  the  revenue  service  two  hundred  com- 
missioned officers,  consisting  of  35  captains,  36  first  lieutenants,  30 
second  lieutenant<s,  36  third  lieutenants,  21  chief  engineers,  22  first 
assistant  engineers.  20  second  assistant  engineers.  Twenty  pilots  are 
also  regularly  employed^  and  of  petty  officers,  seamen,  firemen,  cooks, 
stewardis,  and  boys,  required  under  existing  regulations  to  man  the  ves- 
sels now  in  service,  the  aggregate  number  is  1,046.  The  total  number 
of  officers,  pilots,  petty  officers,  and  crews  is  therefore  1,266,' which,  in 
our  opinion,  is  beyond  the  actual  necessities  of  the  service,  and  may  be 
reduced  205  in  number,  making  a  total  of  1,061,  by  the  employment  of 
32  instead  of  35  vessels.  Leaving  the  present  number  of  captains  to 
command  the  vessels,  and  for  the  performance  of  such  special  duty  as 
the  department  may  from  time  to  time  require  of  them,  the  lieutenants 
may  be  limited  to  thirty-four  of  eaxjh  grade^  the  chief  engineers  remain 
as  at  present,  and  the  first  and  second  assistants  reduc^  to  fifteen  of 
each  grade.  In  regard  to  the  engineers,  it  has  been  the  practice  to 
allow  a  chief  and  two  assistant  engineers  to  first  and  second-class  ves- 
sels. Two  engineers  are  considered  amply  sufficient  to  perform  the 
necessary  service  required  on  board  vessels  of  the  first  and  second  class, 
while  but  one  will  be  required  on  a  third-class  vessel.  We  further  rec- 
ommend that,  when  by  casualties  the  list  of  captains  is  reduced  to 
thirty,  that  number  shall  remain  the  limit  for  that  grade.  By  that  time 
the  gradual  change  of  vessels  from  the  present  system  to  the  one  we 
have  proposed  wiU  probably  be  effected,  and  there  will  then  remain  but 
twenty-nine  captains'  commands. 

The  personnel  of  the  service  will  then  be  as  follows:  30  captains, 
34  first  lieutenants,  34  second  lieutenants,  34  third  lieutenants,  21  chief 
engineers,  15  first  assistant  engineers,  15  second  assistant  engineers; 
total,  183. 

An  efficient  complement  of  crews  for  the  thirty-two  vessels  would  be 
878  men,  consisting  of  petty  officers,  seamen,  firemen,  cooks,  stewards, 
and  boys. 

The  regular  employment  of  pilote  is  not  only  an  expensive  item,  but  is 
considered  prejudicial  to  the  service,  in  leaving  the' officers  without  any 
incentive  to  require  a  proper  knowledge  of  their  cruising  grounds. 
There  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  make  themselves  acquainted 
with  the  pilot  grounds  of  their  stations,  and  thus  save  to  the  government 
the  large  sum  at  present  required  for  pay  and  rations  of  pilots.  The 
employment  of  pilots  should  be  exceptional.  The  total  number  of  offi- 
cers and  men  to  man  thirty-two  vessels  will  be  one  thousand  and  sixty* 
one,  and   the  annual   expenditure  for  their  maintenance,  $748,629. 
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The  amonnt  reqniied  by  the  department  for  pay  and  rations  nnder 
present  system,  for  next  fiscal  year,  is  $951,690.  Leaving  aba  lane 
of  $203,061  in  favor  of  the  system  herein  proposed.  Accompa  ny  in 
this  are  schedules  showing  the  number  of  petty  officers,  seamen,  &c.,  for 
each  class  of  vessels,  together  with  reduced  rate  of  wages,  in  lieu  of  those 
now  allowed  and  believed  to  be  excessive.  It  has  oeen  customary  to 
pay  the  same  rates  as  the  current  port  wages  for  coasting  trade  on  the 
various  stations.  In  view  of  the  revenue  marine  service  affording  reg- 
ular employment  to  its  petty  officers,  seamen,  &c.,  and  not  requiring 
from  them  the  same  arduous  labor  exacted  on  board  merchant  vessels, 
in  addition  to  affiording  better  quarters  and  the  best  of  rations,  it  is  be- 
lieved men  will  be  found  quite  ready  and  willing  to  engage  by  the  year 
at  a  lower  figure  than  that  demanded  of  and  paid  by  coasting  vessels. 
This  belief  is  sustained  by  the  experience  of  otiier  branches  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  there  appears  to  be  no  valid  reason  why  the  crews  of  rev- 
enue vessels  should  receive  more  wages  than  is  paid  in  the  army,  navy, 
coast  survey,  and  light-house  service. 

Hie  apportionment  of  the  crews  in  the  subjoined  schedules  is  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  actual  wants  of  the  service  tcHmsure  efficiency  and 
usefulness.  The  annual  expenditure  for  the  maintenance  of  the  service, 
if  conducted  upon  the  foregoing  recommendations  as  to  the  number  and 
description  of  vessels,  and  the  number  of  officers  and  men,  will  be  as 
follow,  viz: 

Pay  of  officers $306,300 

Eations  for  same 20,039 

Pay  of  878  petty  officers,  seamen,  &c.,  including  liquor  money  310,135 

Eations  for  same,  (320,470,  at  36cents) 112,166 

Fuel 85,000 

Repairs  and  outfits 50,000 

Supplies  of  ship  chandlery  and  engineers'  stores 40,000 

Commutation  of  quarters 5,000 

Traveling  expenses 10,000 

Pilotage 5,000 

Total 943, 639 

The  amount  required  under  the  present  system  for  the  next 
fiscal  year,  is 1,446,490 

Leaving  a  balance  of 502,851 

in  favor  of  the  new  system  as  recommended. 

In  order  to  secure  the  successful  operation  of  this  system,  or  any  other 
looking  to  the  promotion  of  the  public  interests,  it  is  essentially  im- 
portant that  the  service  should  be  conducted  under  stringent  regula- 
tions, from  which  the  highest  authority  alone  can  authorize  any  de- 
parture. 

The  rules  and  regulations  now  in  force  (issued  in  1862)  are  considered 
inapplicable  to  the  proposed  system,  and  wiU  require  revision. 
Yety  respectMly,  your  obedient  servants, 

0.  T.  PATTEESON, 

President  vommiaaion. 
DOUGLASS  OTTLSTGEE, 
Captain  United  States  Revenue  Marine. 

J.  H.  MEEEYMAN, 
Captain  United  States  Revenue  Marine. 
Hon.  Geobge  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
S.  Ex.  Doc.  93 2  n         J 
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Schedule  of  wages  for  petty  offlcersj  aeamei^  cSo.,  for  United  States  rev- 
enue marine. 

FIRST-CLASS  VESSELS,  STEAMBBS. 


Wages  per  month. 


Atlantio. 


Pacific. 


Totals  per  month. 


Atlantic.      Pacific. 


1  boatswain 

1  guiner 

1  carpenter 

2  qnartermasters  .... 
1  master-at-aims 

16  seamen 

3  fiiBt-class  bovs  .... 

3  second-class  boys .. 

1  cook 

1  cabin  steward 

1  ward-room  steward 

4  firemen 

37 


$35 
35 
35 
27 
30 
25 
15 
12 
35 
35 
35 
35 


950 
50 
50 
37 
40 
35 
20 
15 
50 
60 
50 
45 


1105 
54 
30 
450 
45 
36 


105 
140 


965 


1150 
74 
40 
630 
60 
45 


150 

180 


1,329 


8ECOND-CXAS8  STEAMEBS. 


Wages  per  month. 


Atlantic. 


Pacific 


Totals  per  month. 


Atlantic. 


Pacific 


1  boatswain 

1  gunner 

1  carpenter 

1  master-at-arms  .... 

2  quartermasters  .... 
14  seamen 

2  fiiBt-class  boys 

2  second-class  boys . . 

1  cook , 

1  cabin  steward 

1  ward-room  steward 
4  firemen 


31 


•35 

•50 

•35 

35 

50 

35 

35 

50 

35 

30 

40 

30 

27 

37 

54 

25 

35 

350 

15 

20 

30 

12 

15 

24 

35 

50 

35 

35 

50 

35 

35 

50 

35 

35 

45 

140 

838 


•50 
50 
50 
40 
74 

490 
40 
30 
50' 
50 
50 

180 


1,154 
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THIBD-CLASS  STEAKKBSf  150  TONS. 


1  boatswain 

1  master-at-arms  ..«. 

2  qnarttizmaateis  .... 

8  seamen 

2boy8  -..• 

leook 

1  cabin  steward 

1  ward-room  steward 

2  firemen 

19 


THIBD-CXA88  STKAMEBfl,  75  TONS. 


2  qQarteimastera 

2  Mamen 

Iboy 

Icook 

1  fttewud 

2  firemen...... .. 

9 


''BELIANCE"  SCHOOinSR,  250  tons,  for  ALASKA. 


la 

Totals  of 
monthly 
wages. 

1  boatswain  .................................................... 

$50 
50 
50 
40 
37 
35 
20 
15 
50 
50 

$50 
50 

1  irunner ......................................... 

1  carpenter 

50 

1  master-at-arms 

40 

2  quartermasters »^1 . 

74 

16  seamen.... 

....^ .....:..:::::::::::::::: 

560 

•  ....  ^w..  ......  ....  ....  ......  ...••.•«  .... 

40 

2  second-class  K>y  s  .... 

30 

1  cook 

50 

2  stewards 

100 

29 

1,044 
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BCHOONERS  OF  180  TONS. 


Wages  per  month. 


Atlantic. 


Pacific. 


Totals  per  month. 


Atlantic.     Pacific. 


1  boatswain 

1  carpenter 

1  master-at-arms 

2  quartermasters . . . . . 
12  seamen 

2  first-class  boys 

2  second-class  boys  . . 

1  coek 

1  cabin  steward 

1  ward-room  steward 

24 


$35 
35 
30 
27 
25 
15 
12 
35 

a5 

35 


150 
50 
40 
37 
35 
20 
15 
50 
50 
50 


$35 
35 
30 
54 

300 
30 
24 
35 
35 
35 


613 


$50 
50 
40 
74 

420 
40 
30 
50 
50 
50 


854 


SCHOOI^R  OF  120  TONS. 


Totals 
per  month. 


1  boatswain 

1  carpenter 

1  mast-er-at-arms 

2  quartermasters 

10  seamen 

3  second-class  boys  . . 

1  cook - 

1  cabin  steward 

1  ward-room  steward 


21 


May  17, 1870. 
This  report  is  approyed,  and,  as  far  as  the  department  has  power,  its 
recommendations  will  be  acted  upon  from  time  to  time  as  the  interests 
of  the  service  will  permit. 

Mr.  Devereux  will  consider  and  report  to  me  whether  any  legislation 
is  needed. 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary, 
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41st  Congress,  ♦  SENATE.  i  Ex.  Doc. 

2d  Session.       i  (    No.  94. 


MESSAGE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES 

COMMUNICATING, 

In  compliance  icith  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  May  18,  1870,  corre- 
spondence relating  to  political  queatiom  in  Oennany. 


June  3. 1870. — Read,  ordered  to  lie  ou  the  t<able  and  be  printed. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  an  accompanying 
paper. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 

Washington,  June  3, 1870. 


Department  op  State, 

Washingtouj  June  3, 1870. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  18th  nltimo,  requesting  the  President,  ^^  if  in  his  opinion 
not  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest,  to  communicate  to  the  Senate 
any  recent  correspondence  of  Mr.  Bancroft,  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Berlin,  relating  to  political  questions  in  Germany,"  has  the 
honor  to  lay  before  the  President  the  accompanying  paper. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
The  President. 


Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  80.  American  Legation, 

Berlin,  ApHl  18, 1870. 

Sir  :  The  internal  political  condition  of  the  Transleithan  part  of  the 
Austrian  empire  is  now  involved  in  complicated  difficulties,  and  seems 
likely  to  be  troubled  by  increasing  dissensions. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1866  the  reactionary  party  in  Austria 
was  confident  of  completely  defeating  Prussia,  controlling  the  destinies 
of  the  whole  empire,  and  reconstructing  its  government  by  the  unre- 
strained authority  of  the  Emperor.    But  as  the  result  of  the  campaign, 
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absolutism  in  Austria  confessed  bankruptcy  and  went  into  liquidation, 
having  Hungary  for  its  largest  creditor. 

Within^three  hours  after  the  news  of  the  Austrian  defeat  at  Sadowa 
reachei\J5nda-Pesth  the  Magyar  patriots  formed  their  plan  for  the  recon- 
struction of  the  empire  on  the  basis  of  political,  personal,  and  constitu- 
tional liberty.  The  sj'stem,  which  had  been  thoroughly  digested,  and 
which  Deak,  at  lea^t,  if  no  other,  knew  how  to  deduce  from  the  prag- 
matic sanction  of  Charles  VI,  was  an  acknowledgment  of  the  dualism 
of  the  Austrian  empire  and  the  equality  of  the  two  separate  parts,  with 
a  constitutional  concert  of  action  in  general  affairs,  effected  by  a  meet- 
ing of  their  respective  delegates  under  the  same  Emperor-King.  The 
Hungarian  monarchy  of  St.  Stephen  was  to  raise  its  head  through  the 
Magyars  on  the  one  side,  and  what  was  called  the  crown  lands,  or 
hereditary  provinces,  which  are  seventeen  in  number,  Avere  to  constitute 
themselves  as  one  organism  under  the  lead  of  the  Germans  on  the  other. 
The  two  parts,  from  a  little  stream  which  divides  them,  though  for  a  few 
miles  only,  took  their  names  of  Cisleitha^  or  the  Austrian  hereditary 
provinces,  and  Transldthaj  or  Hungary,  the  ancient  kingdom  of  St. 
Stephen.  To  give  you  at  a  glance  an  exact  idea  of  this  division,  I  have 
caused  a  map  to  be  so  colored  as  to  represent  vividly  to  the  eye  the 
division  of  the  old  Austrian  empire  into  Cisleitha  and  Transleitha,  as- 
•signing  the  Slavonic  military  boundary  to  Hungary,  or  Transleitha,  and 
Dalmatia,  for  the  present  at  least,  to  Cisleitha.  I  annex  a  second  map, 
so  colored  as  to  exhibit  the  great  constituent  elements  of  Transleitha 
on  the  one  side  and  the  seventeen  separate  provinces  of  Cisleitha  on 
the  other. 

A  moiety,  perhaps  the  majority,  of  the  aggregate  population  of  the 
empire  is  of  Slavonic  origin,  speaking,  however,  dialects  as  different 
from  each  other  as  Spanish  and  Portuguese  among  the  Romanic  lan- 
guages of  Western  Europe,  or  as  Dutch  and  German.  The  Germans 
do  not  form  so  much  as  one-third  of  the  population  of  the  empire  ;  some 
writers  represent  them  as  nine  millions  out  of  thirty-six  millions,  or  one- 
fourth  of  the  whole.  There  lies  a  cause  of  disagreement  in  the  state  of 
the  population,  for  many  can  speak  two  or  more  languages,  and  may 
exercise  some  choice  of  the  language  to  which  they  are  to  be  reckoned. 
I  annex  a  third  map,  colored  according  to  the  languages  spoken  5  it  is 
not  perfect,  and  yet  may  help  to  illustrate  the  diversity  of  nationalities. 

The  Magyars,  who  undertook  the  reconstruction  of  the  kingdom  of 
St.  Stephen,  form  much  less  than  half  the  population  of  Transleitha, 
five  or  six  millions  out  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  millions.  But  they  are  the 
kernel  of  the  monarchy  in  spirit,  and  character,  and  place  of  abode. 
They  brought  to  their  work  the  sanctity  and  respect  that  attach  to  a 
noble  nationality  that  had  asserted  its  liberties  with  sublime  self-devo- 
tion, and  after  having  been  cruelly  oppressed  and  beaten  down  by  the 
hand  of  power,  had  risen  again  to  lite.  The  patriots,  w^ho  had  been 
mercilessly  sacrificed  on  the  scaffold,  overawed  opposition  by  the 
memory  of  their  example;  and  the  Hungarian  statesmen,  returning 
from  exile,  were  attended  by  the  glory  of  having  passed  through  the 
severest  trials  in  struggling  for  their  country  and  the  rights  of  man- 
kind. They  were  thus,  as  it  were,  anointed  and  consecrated  to  the  high 
office  of  restoring  and  establishing  freedom  and  order  in  the  beloved 
land  of  their  fathers.  They  had  for  their  organizer  a  great,  disinter- 
ested statesman,  the  "  first  in  peace,"  first,  and  deservedly  first,  in  the 
confidence  and  love  of  his  countrymen,  by  whom  he  is  compared  to 
Washington. 

This  directing  genius  of  Hungary  was  Deak,  a  man  of  noble  birth,  of 
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very  moderate  fortune,  iinmarried,  living  in  Pesth  in  a  simple  manner  as- 
a  lodger,  in  conformity  to  his  narrow  means,  refusing  all  honors  from 
the  crown,  all  public  offices,  all  pensions,  emoluments,  or  presents,  want- 
ing nothing  but  the  restoration  of  his  country.  He  was  an  eloquent 
speaker,  an  inspiring  writer,  profoundly  skilled  in  the  laws,  the  history,, 
and  the  traditional  rights  of  Hungary.  His  manner  is  tender  and  affec- 
tionate ;  and,  indeed,  love  for  his  country  seems  his  only  passion ;  his 
mind  is  self-balanced,  and  never  departs  from  its  fixed  ptirpose ;  and  his- 
I>ower  over  his  own  people  and  over  his  antagonists  has  been  estab- 
lished by  the  highest  quality  of  a  statesman — ^moderation,  which  never 
left  him  to  despond  in  adversity,  and  never  deserted  him  in  the  hour  of 
success. 

Guided  by  Deak,  the  statesmen  of  Hungary  had  clear  conceptions  of 
what  they  should  demand,  and  the  bounds  within  which  they  should 
limit  their  aspirations ;  and  they  uiade  their  demands  with  consistent 
and  well-directed  firmness.  The  essential  fact  which  enabled  them  to 
succeed  w^as  the  historic  unity  of  Hungary.  The  kingdom  had  its 
traditions  of  more  than  eight  hundred  years,  from  the  time  when  its 
King  became  the  apostle  of  Christianity ;  and  they  were  kept  sacred  in 
the  heart  of  the  people  because  they  began  with  its  conversion  and  con- 
tinued through  its  ages  of  romantic  wars  for  the  cross  against  the  cres- 
cent. Next,  the  Hungarians  had  the  usage  and  practice  of  constitu- 
tional government  ripened  by  an  education  for  several  centuries ;  and 
their  statesmen  were  trained  by  this  long  experience  of  their  own  king- 
dom to  legislate  and  administer  affairs  on  the  principles  of  parliamentary 
life. 

Moreover  their  political  experience  has  been  greatly  increased  by  the 
study  of  the  political  institutions  of  other  countries.  The  exiles  of  1848 
returned  home,  rich  with  all  the  political  experience  and  wisdom  of  the 
western  states  of  Europe  and  of  the  United  States.  American  influence 
and  American  reminiscences  are  everywhere  observable.  Hungarians 
who  had  been  in  America  are  frequent  in  the  streets  of  Pesth.  One  of 
the  representatives  was  a  former  naturalized  American  citizen.  The  city 
of  Buda,  the  residence  of  the  Emperor  King,  selected  for  its  mayor  a 
Hungarian  exile  who  had  resided  as  an  American  citizen  in  New  York. 
Yielding  to  their  request,  he  returned  home,  resumed  his  position  as  a 
citizen  of  Buda,  and  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  city  magistracy. 

The  next  advantage  to  be  mentioned  of  the  Himgarians  is,  that  their 
territory  is  perfectly  compact.  It  has  at  once  geographical  greatness 
and  geographical  unity.  The  Carpathian  Mountains  bound  it  on  the 
north,  and,  except  perhaps  some  small  mountain  brooks  on  the  frontier 
of  Transylvania  and  close  by  the  Adriatic,  all  its  water-courses,  without 
an  exception,  flow  into  its  mighty  central  stream.  As  a  consequence, 
it  has  great  commercial  unity,  and,  as  the  representative  of  the  valley 
of  the  Danube,  is  without  a  peer. 

The  country  has  its  natural  central  point  both  for  commerce  and  for 
politics.  At  Buda-Pesth  the  new  life  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  empire 
breaks  upon  the  observer  in  its  full  splendor.  The  city — for  the  two 
are  but  one — is  magnificently  situated  on  the  two  banks  of  the  broad 
and  deep  Danube;  the  bustle  in  its  streets  resembles  that  of  a  most 
thriving  American  town ;  and  there  is  the  same  excess  of  enterprise 
over  accumulated  capital.  The  quays  are  crowded  with  steamboats ; 
the  ship-yards  with  builders ;  the  streets  with  the  materials  for  build- 
ing, which  cannot  be  furnished  as  fast  as  they  are  wanted.  The  supply 
of  labor  does  not  equal  the  demand;  the  population  is  increasing  at 
the  rate  of  twelve  or  fifteen  per  cent,  annually ;  everything  breathes  the 
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spirit  of  biptfiil  and  remunerative  industry ;  and  sanguine  Hungarian 
patriots  think  tiiey  foresee  the  day  when  the  population  and  wealth  of 
Buda-Pesthy  which  is  as  near  as  may  be  the  exact  central  point  of  the 
totality  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  empire,  and  which  is  the  best  point 
on  the  Danube  for  commerce,  will  exceed  those  of  Vienna. 

The  reconciliation  of  the  Hungarian  people  with  the  Emperor,  which 
seemed  to  be  beset  with  every  difficulty  from  conflicting  interests  and 
unextinguished  passions,  proved  the  easiest  task  of  all,  and  was  so  com- 
pletely eflfected  that  no  rancor  remained.  From  the  first  the  Magyars 
won  his  confidence  by  demanding,  after  the  defeat  at  Sadowa,  no  more 
than  they  had  demanded  of  him  when  he  was  still  in  the  pride  of 
power,  and  when  those  around  him  were  flushed  with  the  undoubting 
expectation  of  victory.  Accepting  the  principle  of  constitutional  gov- 
ernment, the  King,  as  he  is  called  in  Hungary^  conforms  to  it,  keeping 
his  word  with  integrity,  and  without  subterfuge.  He  resides  with 
pleasure  at  a  castle  near  Buda-Pesth,  where  he  lives  with  the  simplicity 
of  a  private  country  gentleman,  and  shows  his  perfect  confidence  in  the 
people  by  dispensing  with  the  usual  guards. 

In  settling  the  claims  of  other  nationalities  in  Hungary,  the  Magyars, 
resting  their  own  rights  on  the  basis  of  history,  respected  every  political 
right  that  could  produce  the  title  deed  of  an  historic  sanction.  They 
therefore  negotiated  with  the  old  Slavonic  kingdom  of  the  Croatians  as 
with  members  of  a  common  family,  and  obtained  their  consent  to  a 
consolidated  union.  Where  historic  tradition  could  not  be  pleftded,  they 
resolutely  resisted  all  tendencies  to  separation,  but  pacified  complaints 
by  opening  the  way  to  common  legislative  refomis. 

Between  the  Magyars  and  the  Germans  no  difficulty  has  arisen.  Deak 
holds  that  a  union  with  the  Germans  is  essential  to  the  stability  of 
Hungary.  Without  the  connection  with  them  the  Magyars  would  be  in 
the  air.  The  Magyars,  who  speak  of  themselves  as  the  last  emigration 
from  Asia,  who  find  a  language  kindred  to  their  own  in  that  of  the 
Turks,  and  who  look  upon  themselves  as  having  the  mission  to  assist  in 
carrying  European  civilization  into  the  East,  speak  with  satisfaction  of 
the  Germans  as  the  race  to  whom  they  owe  their  own  culture. 

Hungary  has  known,  also,  how  to  conciliate  the  good- will  of  all 
Western  Europe.  The  tendencies  of  its  foreign  policy  are  marked  by 
moderation.  It  seeks  no  acquisition  of  territory;  it  desires  to  play  no 
great  diplomatic  part;  its  first  and  last  wish  is  to  maintain  peace  in 
Europe,  and  through  peace  to  consolidate  its  institutions  and  develop 
its  almost  inexhaustible  resources.  It  would  delay  rather  than  hasten 
a  crisis  in  Turkey;  and,  without  ambition  of  its  own,  shares  the  general 
wish  of  Western  Europe  that  the  mouths  of  the  Danube  and  the  straits 
of  the  Bosphorus  should  not  pass  into  the  hands  of  any  one  great,  over- 
whelming power.  It  has  no  latent  jealousy  of  North  Germany,  and  is 
quite  willing  that  North  and  South  Germany  shall  come  together,  pro- 
vided always  that  that  union  does  not  include  the  German  provinces  of 
Austria,  and  provided  further  that  it  is  not  connected  with  any  alliance 
that  might  menace  the  northeastern  and  eastern  frontier. 

In  this  manner  the  ministry  of  Andrassy,  approved  by  Deak,  trusted 
by  the  EJng,  homogeneous,  and  holding  a  mtgority  in  both  houses  of 
Parliament,  secures  the  people  by  acts  of  beneficent  legislation  and 
the  rapid  development  of  the  resources  of  the  kingdom.  Their  system 
of  railways  will  soon  connect  their  capital  with  their  own  port  of  Fiume 
on  the  Adriatic,  through  Roumania,  with  the  Black  Sea,  through  Ger- 
many, with  Stettin,  and  perhaps  ere  long  through  Turkey  in  Europe, 
with  Constantinople.    The  method  adopted  for  the  emancipation  of  all 
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serfs  has  secured  a  very  iiumeroas  body  of  Hmall  landed  proprietors. 
All  shackles  on  commerce  being  broken,  agriculture  advances;  and 
national  wealth  is  increased  by  large  exports  of  wine,  tobacco,  and  the 
cereal  grains.  Especially,  pains  are  taken  to  improve  the  quality  and 
establish  the  character  of  Hungarian  wines.  Religious  liberty  is  enjoyed, 
and  willing  attention  given  to  a  proposal  to  separate  church  and  state. 
Edacation  is  no  longer  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy.  The  New 
England  system  of  public  schools  is  held  up  for  imitation,  and  they  are 
familiar  at  Pesth  with  American  text-books  and  American  model  school- 
hooises.  No  nation  in  Eui'ope  is  at  this  moment  moving  forward  like 
the  Hungarian  people.  They  have  not  seen  so  happy  days  since  the 
battle  of  Mohaco,  or  rather  never  in  the  course  of  their  history.  Their 
clouds  of  sorrow  and  trial  end  in  bright  days,  as  their  young  Tokay  wine 
18  bitter  at  the  first  taste,  but  leaves  m  the  mouth  an  abiding  sweetness. 

Far  different  is  the  state  of  things  in  the  Austrian  crown  lands,  or 
hereditary  provinces,  the  other  dualty  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  domin- 
ions. Here  the  Germans  were  to  play  the  same  i^art  as  the  Magyars  in 
Hungary,  and,  like  the  Magyars,  they  are  a  minority  in  their  half  of  the 
empire,  consUtuting  but  about  one-third  of  the  whole  population  of  Gis- 
leitha. 

The  first  asjiect  of  Vienna  is  that  of-  a  city  enjoying  greater  material 
prosperity  than  ever  before.  Three  years  of  peace,  and  the  prospect  of 
its  continuance,  have  been  followed  by  confidence  and  efforts  to  develop 
the  immense  resources  of  the  country.  New  railroads  are  in  progress ; 
commerce  demands  better  wharves  for  steamboats ;  and  the  street  which 
takes  the  place  of  the  old  rampart  equals  in  magnificence  the  best  of 
the  new  boulevards  of  Paris.  But  for  all  this  there  prevails  a  mournful 
feeling  of  abiding  regret  among  the  cultivated  Germans^  at  having  lost 
all  poUtical  connection  with  the  rest  of  Germany.  And  m  their  grief  at 
the  change,  they  go  to  work  with  less  heart  to 'build  up  the  new  insti- 
ttttious  of  Oisleitha. 

The  Magyar  statesmen  knew  exactly  what  they  wanted,  and  worked  for 
it  with  unanimity;  the  Germans  of  Oisleitha  have  no  similar  union  and 
no  defined  policy.  They  dislike  the  mission  of  civilizing  the  East,  and 
desire  a  reunion  with  the  other  branches  of  the  German  family.  But  so 
long  as  they  remain  a  part  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  empire,  Hungary 
categorically  forbids  the  renewal  of  the  connection  with  Germany ;  and 
South  Germany  would  sooner  attach  itself  to  North  Germany  than  to 
the  Aoatrian  conglomerate  of  nationalities.  And  if  the  Germans  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Austria  and  the  other  German  crown  lands  would 
separate  themselves  from  the  rest  of  Austria,  in  order  to  form  what  is 
called  Gerraania  Magna,  Gt*eat  Germany,  (as  the  Lombardo- Venetian 
kingdom  separated  itself  from  Austria  to  assist  in  constituting  united 
Italy,)  they  would  encounter  so  many  opposing  dynasties,  that  the  union 
could  be  formed  only  as  a  republic;  and  of  a  German  republic  no  one  at 
present  thinks  seriously.  If  the  German  Austrian  provinces  would  but 
promote  the  union  of  the  rest  of  Germany,  they  would  derive  support 
from  the  power  and  friendship  of  that  union  of  their  kindred.  But  the 
government  of  Oisleitha  seeks  rather  to  impede  such  a  consummation, 
and  by  keeping  Germany  disunited,  they  increase  in  Oisleitha  the 
tendency  to  restlessness  and  decomposition. 

The  Germans,  therefore,  went  to  the  work  of  reconstruction  with  dis- 
content in  their  hearts,  and  this  discontent  increased  their  difficulties, 
which,  in  themselves,  were  exceedingly  great. 

This  appears  even  from  a  glance  at  the  map,  colored  to  distinguish 
Oisleitha  ami  Hungary.    The  Hungarian  kingdom,  which  includes  more 
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than  one-half  of  the  territory  of  the  whole  empire,  is  one  compact  mass 
of  territory;  while  Cisleitha,  leaving  Dalmatia  wholly  isolated,  stretches 
along  the  periphery  in  a  string  of  sixteen  other  different  governments, 
from  the  southern  point  of  Istria  through  Austria  and  Bohemia,  to  Gal- 
licia  and  the  Bukowina.  In  eight  of  these  governments,  and  among 
them  the  two  most  important  ones,  the  Slaves  constitute  a  majority  of 
the  whole  population;  in  two  they  form  about  one-half.  In  Bukowina, 
they  and  tbe  Roumanians  have  an  overwhelming  superiority.  Only  five 
are  altogether  German.  Taking  Cisleitha  as  a  whole,  the  Germans  are 
to  the  Slaves  about  as  seven  to  eleven ;  and  are  also  in  a  minority  of  the 
governments.  Whether  you  count  by  states  or  by  individuals,  the  Ger- 
mans are  in  a  minority.  Moreover,  the  western  part  is  connected  with 
the  northeastern  only  by  a  neck  of  land  hardly  twenty-flve  English  miles 
wide.  Bohemia,  walled  in  between  its  quadrangle  of  mountains,  has  the 
sources  of  its  rivers  almost  entirely  within  itself,  and  they  all  flow  to 
the  Elbe,  and  so  to  Hamburg.  Cisleitha  has  no  commercial  unity;  no 
natural  center  of  its  industry  and  commerce;  no  unity  of  nationality; 
no  unity  of  language;  no  unity  of  religion.  Protestants  and  orthodox 
Greeks  and  Jews,  struggle  with  Eoman  Catholics.  Further,  Cisleitha 
has  no  historical  unity — so  much  so  that  it  has  not  even  a  name,  nor 
common  traditions  of  any  kind.  Neither  is  there  unity  in  the  thoughts 
and  aspirations  of  its  heterogeneous,  component  parts.  The  Poles  of 
Gallicia  hope  to  keep  alive  a  Polish  nationality;  the  Czechs  of  Bohemia 
claim  an  historical  existence  as  a  separate  kingdom,  and  demand  privi- 
leges similar  to  those  accorded  to  the  Magyars;  the  Germans,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned,  look  longingly  for  the  resurrection  and  regeneration 
of  the  German  Empire. 

It  is  thus  for  seventeen  governments^  which  have  neither  geographi- 
cal, nor  commercial,  nor  national,  nor  historical,  nor  religious  unity,  that 
the  Germans  of  Cisleitha,  in  imitation  of  the  Magyars,  were  to  construct 
a  constitution.  They  began  well,  proclaiming  the  rights  of  man  as  the 
foundation  on  which  Cisleitha  was  to  be  built  up.  The  first  great  acts 
of  legislation  also  commanded  the  universal  approbation  of  liberal 
minds.  The  secular  power  was  upheld  against  ecclesiastical  encroach- 
ments; so  that  much  that  transpired  in  Austria  helps  to  explain  the 
attitude  of  Henry  VIII  of  England,  when  he  still  was  faithful  to  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  yet  was  at  war  with  the  assumptions  of  its  pre- 
lates. It  was  hoped  that  the  genial  influence  of  freedom  would  break 
down  all  barriers  of  nationalities,  and  bring  all  together  as  in  our  United 
States.  But  in  one  essential  point  they  had  not  taken  the  United 
States  for  their  model.  Schmerling,  the  Austrian  minister,  who  was 
selected  in  December,  1860,  to  introduce  a  constitutional,  or  at  least 
seemingly  constitutional,  government  into  Austria,  had  established  in 
the  choice  of  the  imperial  Diet  a  system  of  election  which  produced 
artificial  majorities.  This  device  of  Schmerling's  has  been  considered 
a  master  stroke  of  political  ingenuity,  and  was  maintained  in  the  new 
constitution  of  Cisleitha.  The  members  of  the  diet  are  chosen,  not  in 
separate  districts,  and  not  directly  by  the  people,  but  collectively  by 
the  respective  seventeen  provincial  legislatures,  and  in  Bohemia  in  part 
by  the  body  of  the  great  landed  proj)rietors.  Further,  the  legislatures 
of  Moravia  and  Bohemia  are  chosen  by  districts  so  constructed  as  to 
place  the  majority  of  the  delegates  in  the  provincial  legislatures  in  the 
hands  of  the  Germans,  though  in  Moravia  three-fourths  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  in  Bohemia  nearly  two-thirds,  or,  as  some  say,  three-fifths,  are 
Slavonic;  and  the  political  character  of  the  imperial  Diet  is  decided  by 
the  delegates  of  Moravia  and  Bohemia.    In  like  manner  in  Dalmatia 
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eighty-seven  per  cent,  of  the  population  are  Slavonic,  but  still  the  ma- . 
jority  in  the  provincial  legislature  is  chosen  by  the  comparatively  few 
Italians.    A  constitution,  professing  to  be  genuinely  and  honestly  lib- 
eral, was  founded  on  fictitious  majorities. 

Giskra's  ministry  upheld  the  constitution;  but  under  the  constitution 
he  wished  to  concede  reforms.  The  Czechs  reject  the  constitution  alto- 
gether with  irreconcilable  decision,  and  when  the  other  Slavonic  popu- 
lations took  ground  against  Giskra^s  miuistry,  and  their  representatives 
withdrew  from  the  diet,  Giskra's  ministry  fell.  Any  new  policy  that 
may  be  adopted  must  rise  out  of  a  sort  of  chaos.  A  federative  empire 
of  united  states,  with  a  congress  like  our  own,  distributed  according 
to  i)opulation  and  selected  by  universal  suflrage,  has  been  thought  o^ 
but  as  yet  has  not  been  accepted  by  the  Germans  because  they  are 
prond  of  their  culture,  and  derive  from  it  a  claim  to  superior  i^rivileges 
in  the  representation;  nor  by  the  Czechs,  for  they  still  hope  to  revive 
a  kingdom  of  Bohemia  as  the  ^lagyars  have  restored  the  kingdom  of 
St.  Stephen;  nor  by  the  Poles,  because  their  great  passion  is  directed 
toward  a  separate  Polish  nationality,  which  may  one  day  attract  other 
parts  of  the  old  Polish  republic;  and  least  of  all  by  the  Magyars,  be- 
cause they  regard  the  present  system  of  dualism  as  the  best  guarantee 
of  their  prosperous  existence  and  influence.  The  distraction  seems 
hopeless;  yet  the  internal  dissensions  of  Austria  may  be  quieted,  pro- 
vided the  administration  carries  out  consistently  the  principle  of  equal 
constitutional  government  and  freedom ;  and  provided  it  reconciles  itself 
to  the  idea  of  a  free  and  united  Germany,  and  adopts  that  Germany  as 
a  friend.  Should  either  of  these  two  conditions  be  wanting,  the  Ger- 
man-Austrian powers  may  more  and  more  stand  toward  Slavonic  Aus- 
tria, as  the  Italian  Austrian  provinces  of  Milan  and  Venice  stood  toward 
the  Austrian  supremacy. 

I  remain,  sir,  yours  sincerelv, 

GEO.  BANCROFT. 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State,  ctr. 
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LETTER 

ov 

THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR 


COMMUNICATINO, 


In  obedience  to  lawj  a  list  of  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  that 

department* 


Jxmm  3y  1870.—- Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 


Wab  Depabtment, 
Washington  City^  June  2, 1870. 
Sm:  In  compliance  with  the  acts  approved  April  20, 1818,  and  Aagost 
26, 1842,  and  a  resolntion  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  13th  Janu- 
ary, 1846, 1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  lists  of  clerks  and  other 
persons  employed  in  this  department,  other  than  officers  of  the  army, 
daring  the  year  1869. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  SOHXTTLBE  OOLPiiX, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


Stakwumt  ikawing  ihe  nameSf  Hme  employedjand  amount  paid  clerks  and  others  in  the  office 
of  ike  Secretary  of  War  during  the  year  1869. 


N«ine. 


Time  employed. 


Amount 
paid. 


JohnFotte 

WU]iamB.Lee 

VOUmiF.  Gapen... 

JohnP.Wolf 

Jimee  R.  Bocbe 

John  B.  Turner 

George  T.  Chapman. 
AE.H.  Johnson .... 

C.H.  Benjamin 

OIlTerOibbs^Jr 

Patrick  Barry 

B.M-  Plnmb 

W.aOrcntt 

ILP.King 

William  MiUar , 

H:T.Croaby 

AAMcIntire 

L.W.  Tolman 

T.Dltterline 

JimoaBanrood , 


Whole  year 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Eight  montha  and  foorteen  days. . . 

Ten  montha 

Six  months 

Whole  year 

Five  months  and  seventeen  days. . 

Whole  year 

Eight  months 

Whole  year 

do 

Six  months 

Whole  year 

do 

do 

do 

Six  months 


$8,900  00 
1,800  00 
1,700  00 
1,800  00 
1,800  00 
1,965  88 
1,500  00 

900  00 
1,800  00 

831  55 
1,600  00 
1,066  66 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 

800  OO 
1,600  00 
1,500  00 
1,400  00 
1,300  00 

700  00 
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2  CLERKS  IN  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Statement  showing  the  nameSf  time  employed,  and  amount  paid  clerks,  ^c— Continued. 


Name. 


Time  employed. 


Amount 


"W.  T.  Barnard 

W.  Jansen 

B.R.  Bates 

J.J.  Patterson 

H.  Zimmerman 

Edwin  M.  Lawton. 
Charles  Calvert.... 
Thomas  Sprasue  . . . 
KoBs  Cunningham. . 

P.  O'Hagan 

James  Stone 

Lonis  Koerith 

Williams.  Dnpee.. 
F.Hadison 


Whole  year 

do 

Six  months 

Seven  months  and  nineteen  days. 
Nine  months  and  eighteen  days. . 

Whole  year 

Ten  months 

Whole  year 

Five  months 

Whole  year 

One  month 

Eleven  months  and  eleven  days. . 

Whole  year 

do 


•1,400  00 

1,900  00 

600  00 

763  05 

956  70 

1,900  00 

1,000  00 

1,900  00 

500  00 

1,015  76 

101  09 

876  63 

857  43 

770  00 


Statement  of  the  clerks  and  employ  A  in  the  Adjutant  GtneraVs  Office  during  the  year  1869; 
furnished  in  accordance  with  acts  of  Congress  of  April  20,  181U,  and  August  26,  1842. 


Xame. 


Employed. 


Amount 
paid. 


When 
appointed. 


Whence 
appointed. 


R.P.Thian 

John  C.  Hesse 

Max  Bock 

Henry  Douglas 

Charles  F.  Howard . 
William  Anderson. . 

John  D.  Sabine 

Kichard  O'Dowd  . . . 

N.F.  Onion 

Robert  Shields 

I>.  E.  Holmes 

J.  S.  McCoy 

G.W.Abbott 

BeiHamin  Engel 

Levi  Davis 

A.  W.  Paine 

James  McNamara... 

H.A.Harding 

S.  P.  Pearson 

John  W.  Palmer 

Oeorge  Allen,  Jr 

Samuel R.  Davis.... 

George  Henry 

Charles  H.  Miller.... 

H.  F.Gmgan 

William  Kelley 

Dennis  Maher 

Daniel  McSwiney  . . . 

Charles  Brown 

F.H.  Smith 

G.W.Rich  

J.  W.Kirkley 

R.  J.  Blakelock 

John  Leary 

N.W.King 

Charles  W.  Shelton. 

G.A.Brandt 

Julius  Lohman 

S.  P.  England 

C.  E.  Davenport 

JohnRiordan 

John  R.  Dickson.... 

W.N.  Peck 

G.  W.  Terflinger.... 
Charles  W.Meding.. 
George  W.Salter.... 

James  O.Lee 

E.L.  Rogers 


19  months 

do 

....do 

do 

do 

....do 

do 

do 

9  months 

19  months 

do 

do 

9  months.  4  days. 

19  months 

do 

...  do 

....do 

4  months 

19  months 

....do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

do...x 

....do 

do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

7  months 

1  month,  10  days.. 

19  months 

....do 

....do 


11,800  00 
1.800  00 
1,800  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 

969  92 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 

980  00 
1,567  99 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 

466  67 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,387  91 
1.366  40 
1.300  00 
1,983  16 
1,900  00 

817  93 

150  45 
1,900  00 
1,900  00 
1,900  00 


Sept. 

Jan. 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

July 

Oct 

April 

April 

April 

Nov. 

June 

May 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

Jmy 

May 

April 

April 

June 

March  1, 

Jnne    90, 

March  1, 


1869 
1663 
1869 
1869 
1863 
1864 
1864 

9^1^54 

1863 
1864 
1864 
1863 
1863 
1866 
1851 


Aug. 

April 

Dec, 

April 

May 

Dec 

April 

July 

April 

Nov. 

Jan. 

July 

Nov. 

April 

April 

Dec. 


1863 
1864 
1864 
1864 
1869 
1864 
1864 
1864 
1864 
1865 
1864 
1864 
6,1865 
'  1866 
1864 
1866 


96,1864 
1864 

13,1864 
1864 
1866 
1864 
1864 
1865 
1864 
1865 


1, 
1,1869 


1864 
1864 
1864 
1864 


8^1864 


New  York. 
Army. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 
Mass. 
Army. 
D.C. 

WisooDsin. 
Army. 

Da 

Do. 

Da 
Termont. 
Army. 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Da 
New  York. 
Army. 

Da 
Pa. 
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CLEBK8   IN  THE   WAR   DEPARTMENT.  3 

Statement  of  the  eUrke  and  employie  in  the  Adjutant  GeneraVs  Office^  ^c. — Continued. 


Nome. 


Clbrkb— God  tinned. 


S.  E.  Cwrington 

C.  H.CaiTin^n 

G«OTge  W.  Pratt 

John  If  cCarthy 

Frank  McGIathery ... 
JamM  P.  Townaend  . . 
Alfred  Hartenatein. . . 
WiDiam  A.  Anderson. 

Je«M  W.Lee,  Jr 

H.B.Geer 

F.H.  Stafford 

ThomaA  B.  Nolan , 

Heory  Ellerbrook 

James  W.Webb 

Joseph  C.  HaUe 

G€>orge  Harwood 

ChsrleA  F.  WUcox 

H.C.  Thomas 

Edward  Benand 

James  H.  Lowery  .*... 

Ralph  Jefferson 

Trancis  Dalton 

P.RHeitman 

J.RSleman 

Charlea  L.  Hnlse 

James  P.  Scott 

V.  B.  Mnnson 

Georce  Gessnp 

E.J.  Blinn , 

£.J.Babcock 

Francis  J.  GranUich. . . 

Florrace  Donohne 

JoNeph  Cochran , 

G.  w.  Haalenberk 

Cbsries  A.  Bretow 

6.W.  Baboook 


Charles  R  Baker.. 
Jacob  B.  Baker.  - . 
Adam  Dade 


Employed. 


18  months 

...do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

do 

...do 

do 

do 

do 

....do 

do 

do 

...do 

...do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

...do 

Tmontha 

6  months , 

...do 

...  do 

...do 

5  months,  15  days. . 

16  days 

8  months 

7  months 

6  months 

4  months,  S4  days.. 

6  months 

....do 

...do 

10  months,  17  days. 

5  months 

4  months «. 


0  months. . 
13  months. 
10  months. 


Amount 
paid. 


When 
appointed. 


#1,900  00 

1,900  00 

1,200  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

1.900  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  UO 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

701  09 

60U  00 

600  00 

600  00 

600  00 

550  55 

53  33 

809  18 

701  09 

600  00 

478  09 

600  00 

600  00 

600  00 

1.060  00 

496  91 

307  89 


710  00 
990  00 
719  50 


Feb. 

April 

May 

Jane 

July 

Sept 

Sept 

Dec 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Nov. 

Oct 

Ang. 

(>;t 

Dec. 

Dec. 

July 

April 

April 

April 

April 

Jane 

Auff. 

Feb. 

April 

Oct 

May 

Jan. 

Aug. 


1,1865 

1,1865 
1,1866 
1.1866 
19. 1866 
7,1866 
7,1867 
1,1866 
1,1867 
1.1867 
1,1867 
3,1867 
8.1867 
11,1867 
19,1868 
1,1868 
1,1868 
1,1868 
1,1865 
9,1836 
1,1864 
1,1864 
1,1864 
15, 1864 
6,1864 
1,1865 
1,1867 
1,1868 
9,1865 
17, 1869 
17,1865 
March  1,1866 
March  1,1867 
Feb.  11, 1869 
Aug.  1. 1869 
Sept      1. 1869 


Aug.  96,1849 
April  1, 1864 
Nor.      1, 1866 


Adjutamt  Gshbral's  Office, 

WathinffUm,  D,  a,  May  93,  1870. 


Whence 
appointed. 


Army. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Da 
•D.C. 
Army. 
D.C. 
Army. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

I>a 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 


Do. 
D.C. 
Da 


SUUment  of  cUrke  and  othen  emptoyed  in  the  office  of  the  Quartei'maeter  General^  and  the 
amount  paid  to  eaoky  during  the  year  ending  December  Zl,  l|p9. 


Name. 


W.AQardon  .... 

Z.W.  Denham 

T.J.Abbott 

P.D.  Foster 

J.COoobrfck.... 
J.COoobriek.... 

J.S.6aUaher 

£.  A.  Sawerkropp 
£.  A.  Sawerkropp 

W.H.  Shirley 

T.H.Parwnis 

A.W.LattlnM»«.. 

Allen  TraU 

W.  KGoodhne... 
M.Y.Mflner 


Time  employed. 


From  Jaanary  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  June  30 

From  July  Ito  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31  . . . 

From  January  1  to  July  31 

From  Septemoer  14  to  December  14 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  December  31  . . . 

From  January  1  to  March  5 

From  January  1  to  December  31 .. . 
From  January  1  to  July  31 


Amount 
paid. 


11,800  00 

1,800  UO 

1,800  00 

1,800  00 

800  00 

700  00 

1,600  00 

934  78 

999  99 

865  99 

865  22 

1,600  00 

964  44 

1,600  00 

934  78 
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2  CLERKS  IN  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Statement  ehowifig  the  naniesj  time  employedfand  amount  paid  derkSf  ^c — Continued. 


Name. 


Time  employed. 


Amount 
paid. 


"W.  T.  Barnard 

W.  JanBeii 

B.R.Bate« 

J.  J.  Patterson 

H.  Zimmerman 

Edwin  M.  Lawton. 
Charlen  Calvert . . . . 
Thomas  Spra^nie  . . . 
KoBS  Cnnningbam. . 

P.  OHwjan 

James  Stone 

Louis  Eoerith 

Williams.  Dupee.. 
F.Madison 


Whole  year 

do 

Six  months 

Seven  months  and  nineteen  days. 
Nine  months  and  eighteen  day's. . 

Whole  year 

Ten  months 

Whole  year 

Five  months 

Whole  year 

One  month 

Eleven  months  and  eleven  days. . 

W  hole  year 

do 


•1,400  00 

1,900  00 

600  00 

763  05 

956  70 
1,900  00 
1.000  00 
1,900  00 

500  00 
1,015  76 

101  09 

876  es 

857  4» 
770  00 


Statement  of  th€  clerks  and  employ^  in  the  Adjutant  Generar$  Office  during  the  year  1869; 
furnished  in  accordance  with  acts  of  Congress  of  April  20,  181b,  and  August  26,  1842. 


Name. 


Employed. 


Aroonnt 
paid. 


When 
appointed. 


Whence 
appointed. 


R.P.Thian 

John  C.  Hesse 

Max  Bock 

Henry  Douglas 

Charles  F.  Howard . 
William  Anderson. . 

John  D.  Sabine 

Richard  O'Dowd  . . . 

N,  F.  Onion 

Kobert  Shields 

I>.  E.  Holmes 

J.  S,  McCoy 

G.W.Abbott 

Beivjamin  Engel  — 

Levi  Davis , 

A.  W.  Paine 

James  McNamara... 

H.  A.  Harding 

S.  P.  Pearson 

John  W.  Palmer  . . . . 

Oeorge  Allen,  Jr 

Samuel  R.  Davis.... 

Oeorge  Henry 

Charles  H.Miller.... 

H.  F.Grugan 

William  Kelley 

Dennis  Maher 

Daniel  McSwiney  . . . 

Charles  Brown 

F.H.  Smith 

G.W.Rich  

J.W.Kirkley 

R.  J.  Blakelook 

JohnLeary 

N.W.King 

Charles  W.  Shelton. 

G.  A.  Brandt 

Julins  Lohman 

S.P.  EngUnd 

C.  E.  Davenport 

John  Riordan 

JohnR.  Dickson.... 

W.N.  Peck 

G.  W.  Terflinger.... 
Charles  W.  Meding. 
George  W.  Salter. . . 

James  O.  Lee 

B.L.  Rogers 


19  months 

do 

.....do 

do 

do 

.....do 

do 

do 

9  months 

19  months 

do 

do 

9monthH.  4days. 

19  months 

....do 

...  do 

...do 

4  months 

19montiis 

..-.do , 

...do 

...-do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

do...i 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

7  months 

1  month,  10  days. 

19  months 

....do 

....do 


11,600  00 
1,800  00 
1,800  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 

969  92 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 

980  00 
1,567  99 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 

466  67 
1,400  00 
1.400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1.400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,387  91 
1,366  40 
1.300  00 
1,983  16 
1,900  00 

817  93 

159  45 
1,900  00 
1,900  00 
1,900  00 


Sept 

Jan. 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

July 

Oct 

April 

April 

April 

Nov. 

June 

May 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

July 

May 

April 

April 

June 


11,1809 

91.1863 
1.1869 
1,1H02 
1,1863 
1,1864 
1.1864 

9^1854 
9.1863 
1,1864 
1,1864 
1,1863 
1.1863 
1.1866 

16, 1851 
1,1869 
1,1863 
1,1864 
1,1864 
1,1864 
1,1869 
1,1864 
1,1864 
1.1864 

11,1864 
1,1865 
1,1864 
1.1864 
6,1865 


March  1,1866 
June  90,1864 
March  1,1866 
Aug.  96,1864 
"  1, 1864 
13.1864 
1,1864 
1.1866 
91, 1864 
1,1864 


April 

Dec, 

April 

May 

Dec 

April 

July 

April 

Nov. 

Jan. 

July 

Nov. 

April 

April 

Deo. 


4.1865 
1.1864 
1,1865 
1,1869 
11,1864 
4,1864 
1,1864 
1,1864 
8^1864 


New  York. 
Army. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Do. 
Masa. 
Army. 
D.C. 

Wlsoonaln. 
Army. 

Da 

Da 

Do. 
Vermont, 
Army. 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Da 
New  Tork. 
Army. 

Da 
Pa. 
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Staiem^mt  of  the  clerks  and  employ4»  in  tht  Adjutant  GeneraV$  OfficCf  ^<c.— Oontinaed. 


Xatue. 


Clerks— Continaed. 


S.  E.  CAiTiD£[ton 

C.  H.  Carnii^:toii 

G«orxe  W.  Pratt 

John  McCarthy 

Fnok  McGlatliery . . . . 
James  P.  Townaend  . . 
Alfred  Harteiiat«>iii . . . 
WIDiam  A.  Andenon. 

Jtam  W.  Leejr 

H.RGeer 

F.H.  Stafford 

Thomaa  B.  NoUn 

Henrr  EUerbrook 

Jamf«  W.Webb , 

Jotpph  C.  Hatie 

G^om  Hanrood 

Charles  F.  WUoox 

H.  C.  Tbomaa 

Edward  Benaad 

Jamm  H.  Lowery  ..>... 

lUlph  JeffenMm 

Fruiria  Dalton 

P.  B.  Heitman 

J.BuSleman 

CharteaUHaUe 

Jamon  P.  Scott 

V.B.Xiiiuon 

GMT)ce6«Map 

B.J.BIiini 

S.J.Bibeock 

Pnacis  J.  Oramllch. . . 

Florewe  DoDohue 

Jotejah  Cochran 

6.  W.  Hanlenberk 

Charles  A.  Bntow 

G.  W.  Baboock 


Charles  &  Baker. 
JarobB.  Baker... 
Adam  Dade 


Employed. 


Amount 
paid. 


When 
appointed. 


18  months 

...do 

...do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

...do 

do 

...do 

...do 

....do 

7  months 

6  months 

do 

...  do 

...do 

5  months,  15  days.. 
16  days 

8  mouths 

7  months 

6  months 

4  months,  34  days. . 

6  months 

....do 

do 

10  months,  17  days. 

5  months 

4  months «. 


0  months. . , 
13  months. . 
10  months. . 


11.800  00 
1.200  00 
1,800  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,900  00 
1.800  00 
1.800  00 
1,200  00 
1.200  UO 
1,200  00 

i.auo  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1.200  00 

1,200  00 

1,300  00 

1,200  00 

701  09 

600  00 

600  00 

600  00 

600  00 

550  55 

53  33 

ro2  18 

701  09 

600  00 

41H  02 

600  00 

600  00 

600  00 

1,060  00 

496  91 

397  e3 


710  00 
920  00 
712  50 


Feb. 

April 

May 

Jnne 

July 

Sept 

Sept 

Dec. 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Nov. 

Oct 

Aug. 

Oct 

Dec. 

Dec. 

July 

April 

April 

April 

April 

June 

Auff. 

Fe^ 

AprU 

i  (Kt 

-  May 

I  Jan. 

AUR. 

I  March 
,  March 

Feb. 

Aug. 

Sept 


1,1965 
1,1865 
1,  It^ 
1,  l»!i66 

12.  lt<66 
7,1866 
7,1867 
1.1866 
1,1867 
1,1867 
1,1867 
3,1867 
8,1867 

11.1867 

19. 1868 
1,1868 
1,1868 
1,1868 
1,1865 
9,1836 
1,1864 
1,1864 
1.1864 

15, 1864 
8, 1864 
1,1865 
1,1867 
1,1868 
9.1865 

17. 1869 
17,1865 

1.1866 
1,1867 
11. 1869 
1.1869 
1,1869 


Aug.  86.1843 
AprU  1, 1864 
Nov.      1, 1866 


Whence 
appointed. 


Army. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 
D.  C. 
Army. 
D.C. 
Army. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 
D.C. 
Do. 


AnjTTAUT  Gbnvral'b  OFncK, 

WathingUm,  D.  0.,  May  S3,  1870. 


SUHtemoit  of  eUrlc9  and  others  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Quartermaster  Generaly  and  the 
amount  paid  to  earn,  during  the  year  ending  December  31,  1|^9. 


Name. 


CLBBKH. 

W.  A.  Gordon 

Z.  W.  Denham 

T.J.Abbott 

P.D.  Foster 

J.C.  Goobrick 

J.  C.  Goobrick 

J.S.  GallahOT..^^. 

S.  A«  Sowerkropp  .......... 

B.  A.9awerkropp 

W.  H.  Shirley 

T.  H-Panona 

A.  W.  Lattlmore 

Allen  Trail 

W.  H.  Goodhue 

ILV.MeNer 


Time  employed. 


From  Jaaoaryl  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  Jnne  30 

From  July  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  July  31 

From  Septemoer  14  to  December  14 

FW>m  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  December  31  — 

From  January  1  to  March  5 

From  January  1  to  December  31  — 
From  January  1  to  July  31 


Amount 

paid. 

11.800  00 

1,800  00 

1,800  00 

1,800  00 

800  00 

700  00 

1,600  00 

9:J4  78 

899  99 

865  88 

865  88 

1,600  00 

384  44 

1,600  00 

934  78 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


4  CLEBKS  IN  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Statement  of  clerks  and  othen  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Qnartermatier  General,  ^ — Cont'd. 


Name. 


Time  employed. 


Amoont 


Clkkkb— Continued, 

P.  C.  Magrader 

H.  Colburn 

H.  Colbarn 

H.  Colbnrn 

I.  S.Allen 

CharlenEbert 

Charles  Ebert 

A.  Gaines 

A.  Gaines 

S.D.Finckel 

George  K.  Finckel 

E.  P.  House 

E.B.Stelle 

E.B.Stelle 

A.  B.  Kansom 

J.  M.  Grahame 

M.  Graham 

Wright  Cttrtlss 

A.  Cfridffe 

J.  K-Asliby 

G.  W.  Partridge 

B.  A.  Farless 

N.H.Martin 

B.B.  Emery 

J.  G.  Heniug 

C.  W.  Hill 

L.  S.  Emery 

J.  A.  Duncan 

D.S.Keller 

H.H.Garrett 

8.  B.  Palmer 

J.  C.  Thatcher 

B.J.  O'DrisceU 

B..T.O'Dri8CoU 

T.F.Gibbs 

T.W.Webster 

T.  W.Webster 

T.  W.Webster 

G.  A.Mver 

W.E.Whittlesey 

A.  H.  Knight 

C.C.Nelson 

M.E.rTrell 

F.  A.  Gee 

G.AV.  Marsh 

G.  W.Marsh 

J.  H.  Pickell 

J.H.PIckeU 

W.  Hamlet 

W.  Hamlet 

Isaac  S.  Bonsall 

C.C.  Purcell 

E.  A.  Gallaher 

C.  H.  Golden ^ 

W.  H.  Burnett.. .-f. 

G.  B.  Rouell    

T.  B.  Caldwell 

Joho  Staat  z 

W.  H.  Plnnkett 

H.  B.  Femald , 

F.  W.  Ineraham , 

E.P.  Miller 

E.P.Miller 

J.  M.  Henley 

M.  Manning 

J.  G.  Jaquette , 

W.H.Sheibley 

G.  W.  Benger 

G.  G.  Benger , 

Elias  Marsh 

W.  E.  Blacktbrd 

T.  A.  Scott 

».  F.  Wainwright 

Isaiah  Thropp 

G.  L.Vance 

D.  A.  Whitesell 

T.  W.Brown 

Theodore  Mead 


From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
^rom 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
Fn»m 
From 
From 
Fnim 
From 
From 
yrom 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 


January  1  to  December  31 . 

January  1  to  June  30 

July  1  to  July  31 

August  1  to  December  31 . . . 
January  1  to  December  31 . 

January  1  to  Mareh  5 

March  6  to  December  31 . . . 

Januarvl  to  July  31 

August  1  to  December  31. . 
January'  1  to  December  31 . 
January  1  to  December  31  . 

January  1  to  July  15 

January  1  to  July  15 

^  •    -11., 


July  16  to  July  31 
January  1  to  July  15. 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  May  31 

January  1  to  July  15 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  July  31 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  December  31 ... . 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  July  15 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  May  3 

January  1  to  July  15 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  December  31 

Januar}'  1  to  April  30 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  June  30 

July  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  July  15 

July  16  to  July  31 

October  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  August  31 

January  1  to  June  30 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  June  30 

July  1  toDeoember  31 

January  1  to  August  31 

Septemoer  1  to  I^.ember  31 . . 

January  1  to  July  31 

September  18  to  December  31 . 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  July  31 

Januaxy  1  to  July  31 

January  1  to  June  21 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  December  31 

Jaiiuar>'  1  to  April  30 

January  1  to  Dei-ember  31 

January'  1  to  October  15 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  May  31 

January  1  to  July  15 

S«?pteniber  17  to  December  31 . 

January  1  to  June  38 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  June  15 

Jannsry  1  to  July  15 

July  16  to  August  35 

January  1  to  September  4 

January  1  to  July  31 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  July  15 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  April  30 


11,600  00 
800  00 
117  93 
665  9S 

1.600  00 
346  88 

1, 315  56 
817  93 
665  S2 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 
757  07 
757  07 
SSt  18 
757  07 

1,400  00 
584  OS 

7W  or 

1,400  00 

817  S3 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

757  07 

1.400  00 

1.400  00 

476  93 

757  07 

1,400  00 

1.400  00 

465  38 

1,400  00 

700  00 

600  00 

1.400  00 

757  07 

58  18 

300  00 

1.400  00 

935  86 

700  00 

1,400  00 

1.400  00 

1,400  00 

60O  00 

700  00 
803  18 
464  64 

701  09 
343  39 

1.90OOO 

701  09 

701  99 

570  33 

1.900  00 

1,900  00 

398  90 

1,900  00 

948  91 

1,900  00 

501  10 

648  91 

345  65 

566  10 

1.900  00 

1,900  00 

550  55 

648  91 

133  69 

815  9Si 

701  09 

1,900  00 

1, 174  73 

1.300  00 

648  91 

1.300  00 

1.900  00 

396  90 
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CLERKS   IN   THE   WAR   DEPARTMENT.  5 

Statememt  ofeltrka  and  others  employed  in  ike  ofiee  of  ike  Quartermaster  General,  ^c— Cont'd. 


If  ante. 


Time  employed. 


Amoant 
paid. 


CLKRKfl— Continned, 

L.GaIes]d 

W.  W.  Branit 

C.  A.  Lewis 

E.C.  Townaend 

J.  N.  Thombarg 

5^.  C.  Warner 

A.  X.  Brown 

G«>orge  W.  G«orge 

E.  H.  Benson 

D.J.  OXJonnor 

L.  CormeraiB 

A.  D.  Kingsbury 

T.  Montgomery 

F.  B.  HoTden 

J.  H.  Townsend 

C.S.Hnnt 

J.  D.  Creif  hUm , 

G.E.  Da^  : 

T.  8.McGowan 

J.  A.  Tali 

F.  Ifel^ean 

W.  H.  Hodgea 

A.N.8eip 

D.CBiiiitli 

J.  E.  Ayen 

ir.C.Briwoe 

O.F.MoQs 

L.F.  Baadolpb 

G.  W.  TsTlor , 

H.W.Saiitb 

D.  S.  Tompk  ins 

Charles  Wataon 

W.  Dolsen 

BlH.  Earner , 

J.P.Byaa 

F.J.Arbnckle 

&  K.  Whitlemore 

F.BwSmit^ 

S.Fltzkl 

H.  H.  Parmenter 

C.  W.  SackTille 

W.  H.  Harsland 

B.Q.  Andrews 

S.  J.CoUina 

5.  Arctrander 

L.M.  Smith 

aXaab 

H-  H.  Lockwood 

J.&Ft*nkliB 

J.A.  Monlden 

J.  E.  Clyde 

X8.  Cooper 

T.O.Good 

J.  aHenpel 

R.  Anoonr 

G.  A-  Lampbere 

H.  W.Jackson 

T.F.  C.  N.  Toonipi 

J.  L.  Teed 

6.  E.  Hale 

G.W.  Callahan 

J.  H.  Dame 

J.  Garretaon 

G.W.Lee 

T.  M.  Xewmaa 

George  Wallace,  jr 

G.  B.  Boxgcas 

G.  W.CaUicart 

J.  C.  Dougherty 

W.  H.  Lemon 

B.  J.  Woodbom 

J.A.Clarke 

W.  L^Findley 

Jesse  Johnson 

E.McFarbuid 

W.  A.  Hunt 

J.M.Knott 

G.PaUasotto 


From  January  1  to  December  31 . 

From  Jannar>'  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  June  30 

From  Jauuary  1  to  December  31 . . 
From  January  1  to  December  31  . 

From  January  1  to  May  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  January  1  to  D(H:ember  31  . 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  Jauuary  I  to  May  31 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  Januar>-  1  to  December  31  . 
l>om  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  January  1  to  December  31  . 

From  January  1  to  June  30 

From  January  1  to  July  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31  . 
Fram  January  1  to  I)ec«mber  31  . 

From  January  1  to  June  30 

From  January  1  to  December  3t  . 
From  January  1  to  December  31  . 

From  January  1  to  July  31 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  December  31  , 
From  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  January  I  to  December  31  . 
From  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  January  1  to  Augtist  31 ... . 
From  January  1  to  December  31  . 

From  January'  1  to  July  15 

tVom  January  1  to  August  4 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  I  to  July  15 

Prom  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  Jaiiuar\- 1  to  December  31  . 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  January  1  to  July  31 


From  January  1  to  January  21 . 

From  January  1  to  March  31 

From  January  I  to  December  31  . 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  December  31  . 

From  January  1  to  June  30 

From  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  January  1  to  December  31 . . 
From  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  Febrimry  1  to  December  31. 

From  January  1  to  April  30 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  I  to  December  31  . 

¥vMm  January  1  to  July  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31  . 

From  January  1  to  July  31 

From  January  1  to  I>ecember  31  . 
l?Yom  January  I  to  December  31  . 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  I  to  December  31  . 

From  January*  1  to  July  31 

I-'rom  January  1  to  December  31  . 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  S«*ptember  30.. 

From  January  1  to  July  31 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  April  15 

From  January  1  to  December  31  . 
From  January  1  to  December  31  . 


#1.900  00 

6<M  91 

600  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

501  10 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

64H  91 

501  10 

&1()  91 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

1.900  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

tiOO  00 

701  09 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

600  00 

1.900  00 

1,900  00 

701  09 

646  91 

1,200  00 

1,900  00 

1.900  00 

1,200  00 

1,900  00 

809  00 

1,900  00 

648  91 

714  13 

648  91 

648  91 

648  91 

1.900  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

648  91 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

701  09 

70  00 

300  00 

1,900  00 

648  91 

648  91 

1,900  00 

600  00 

1.900  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

1.900  00 

1,096  67 

398  90 

648  91 

1,900  00 

701  09 

1,900  00 

701  09 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

648  91 

648  91 

1,900  00 

701  09 

1.900  00 

648  91 

900  00 

701  09 

648  91 

349  45 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 
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6  CLEBKS  IM  THE  WAS  DEPABTMEXT. 

Statement  o/elerJa  amdotken  tmplojftd  im  the  office  of  the  Qmarterwuuter  Gtmerai  ^ — Coofd. 


Time  emploTed. 


Clekks— CoDtiiHfted. 

G.  W.  Wi^n* 

J.  M.Whiuly 

J.  PerkinM 

J.  B.  Mc<Jr#wey 

J.  M-  VwMrr 

W.  Loii:rat«i 

H.  A.  Whit«* 

J.  A.  Camp}>eU 

W.  B.  Brown 

J.  WilliamMin 

J.  McMahon 

T.Carlyle 

J.SUck 

L.F.Fix 

A-  Van  Dochenhaiueii 

A.  M.  Ki'nnaday 

John  KiUhie 

John  Kitcbie. 1 

W.  M.  Con«uble..: 

M-B.  RobinKt \ 

8.  M.  Thatcher ] 

E.  Horrin ■ 

J.  BuiTMUgha 

B.  F.  Uoujfh I 

A-  P.  Knight I 

r.  8.  Lamflon j 

Mosea  Le  Roy 

S.  M.Barrow« \ 

Gf^orffe  F.  Kobinifon 

Georjs*'  F.  Robinson 

H.  B.  Overacker 

J.  B/Wiliion 

L-Clletcher 

W.B.  Johnson 

J.  A.  Decker 

Wesley  Bovd , 

AUenWali 

Henry  Uadlow , 

G.  M.  Thompson 

Z.  W.  Denham,  as  superintendent 


From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  Dect'iiiber  31 

Frmn  January  1  to  Dec«*nil>er  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  Jantutry  15  to  December  31 

Frwm  January  1  to  Decern l»er  31 

Fmra  January  1  to  December  31 

From  Januar^-  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  September  '23, . . 
From  January  1  to  Deicember  31  . . . 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  July  15 , 

From  July  22* to  December  31 

From  October  21  to  December  31 

From  October  22  to  December  31 . . . 
From  December  17  to  December  31. 

from  January  1  to  April  30 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  January  1  to  JUI3- 15 

From  January  1  to  May  9. 


»1. 


MJU6EKGEILB,  Afl8I8TAKTlfK88BN6EIlS,  LAB0RKB8, 
AXD  FUIBMAN. 

George  Phelps 

Thomas  Alien 

W.Kritchelt 

Henrj'  Payne 

Charles  Wilton 

Alexander  Campbell 

Patrick  Allen 

P.  Wall 

T.  G.  Stn'ett 

P.  Delanthy 

W.  H.  Bowman 

Cornelia  Ward 


lYom  January  1  to  May  31 

From  January  1  to  Jniy  15 

From  January  1  to  July  15 

From  July  19  to  December  31 

From  July  15  to  December  31 

From  July  15  to  December  31 , 

From  July  15  to  December  31 

From  July  15  to  December  31 

From  July  17  to  November  30 , 

From  August  26  to  November  30 

From  August  28  to  December  31  . . . 
From  August  30  to  December  31. . . 
From  September  1  to  November  30. 
From  Janoary  1  to  December  31 


From  January  1  to 
From  January  1  to 
From  Januarjr  1  to 
From  January  1  to 
From  January  1  to 
From  January  1  to 
From  January  1  to 
From  January  1  to 
From  January  1  to 
From  January  1  to 
From  September  3 
From  January  1  to 


December  31  . . 
December  31 . . 
December  31 . . 
December  31 .. 
Deoemt)er  31 .. 
December  31 . . 
December  31 . . 
December  31 . . 
December  31 . . . 
December  31  . . 
to  December  31 
December  31 . . 


00 
00 
1.200  00 
1,200  00 
1,153  34 
1,20000 
1.200  00 

i,;aoooo 

648  91 

1,900  00 

1,200  00 

873  92 

1.200  00 

1.200  00 

1,200  00 

1,900  00 

648  91 

531  51 

934  76 

231  58 

48  9! 

388  90 

648  91 

64e  91 

648  91 

43BS7 

SOI  10 

648  91 

615  58 

541  30 

554  34 

554  34 

554  31 

534  77 

446^ 

316  30 

410  86 

404  34 

296^ 

900  00 


920  00 
850  00 
850  00 
860  00 
790  00 
790  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 
196  67 
360  90 


I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy. 
Juke  1, 1870. 


M.  I.  LXn)INGTON, 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colond  and  Quartermagter  U.  8.  A. 
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CLEBK8  IN  THE  WAR  DEPABTMENT.  7 

StaUmeni  of  copyUis  employed  in  the  office  of  ih€  Quartermaeter  General,  and  the  amount  paid 
to  each  during  the  year  ending  December  31,  1869. 


Name. 

Time  employed. 

Amount 
paid. 

Sarah  N.  B«t^n         

From  Jannarr  1  to  T)erember  31     

f824  18 

Aacnata  Brown ^ 

Prom  January  1  to  December  31 

900  00 

JaneD.  Baldwin 

From  Jannaiy  1  to  December  31 

900  00 

Blsa  W.  Bftrrt4>w . 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

900  00 

Loai^a  A .  Byrne ..,,-,,,,..-,,-,  r ^  r .  ^ .  r 

PYom  January  1  to  December  31 

900  00 

E.  T.  Cowperthwjdte 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

900  00 

Edmonia  ^.  XTrawford , .... 

From  January  1  to  December  31  .... 

900  00 

VtffMi  ann^lAll              

PYom  January  1  to  December  31 

900  00 

Ganpbelia  B.  Howard 

From  January  1  to  Deceml)er  31 

900  00 

PriacillaHebb 

From  January  1  to  December  31  

900  00 

Hannah  A.  Innlc^ 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

900  00 

Ei"*na  iJannf*y 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

900  00 

Ann*  Or  Knight          -r ^-. 

From  January  1  tiO  Decem1>er  31  ...... 

900  00 

Lixsii^  P.  Knowlton 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

900  00 

Mattie  Leech 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

900  00 

Maria  C.Page 

Uzxie  A.  Richaidaon 

From  January  1  to  Dtssemlier  31 

900  00 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

900  00 

M^i^iA  Ki<*h*rdnnn    , 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

900  00 

Emma  D.  Sedgwick 

Caroline  A.  Sherman 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

900  00 

From  Januaiy  1  to  December  31 .   . 

900  00 

Jnli^  W    ITilMiT 

From  January  1  to  December  31    

900  00 

Kmma  A .  Wnnd                         

900  00 

l^rnina  K.Cflmp .. 

From  January  3  to  I  December  31 

897  SO 

JnlU  R    XiiLjnlAifi^r 

IVom  January  2  to  December  31 

897  50 

Anna  Bnll 

From  January  1  to  August  31 

601  64 

Harriet  Hogan 

From  January  1  to  November  4 

760  60 

Kltfi™ E,  Japney  ,,^--,-. 

From  January  1  to  Sept(*mber  37  . . 

667  67 

Annie  W.Morria 

From  January  1  to  September  30. .....  ... 

675  00 

laabeUe  P.  Nealc 

From  .January  1  to  Juno  30 

450  00 

E.  C.  Swan  

From  January  1  t'O  September  81 

653  00 

l?H««  0  Bnll          

From  Septomuer  1  to  December  31 

From  September  21  to  December  31 

lYom  September  28  to  December  31 

From  October  18  to  December  31 

296  36 

Sarah  £.  Rawlins 

249  46 

232  33 

Hdoi  J.  Panldinir 

183  43 

Jane  M.  McCrabb  

From  October  18  to  December  31  .      ... 

183  42 

Marv  B.  Holines 

From  November  8  to  December  31 

132  07 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  ia  a  true  o<^y. 


Jum  1, 1870. 


M.  I.  LITDINGTON, 
Brevet  Lieutenant  CMonel  and  Quartemuuter  U.  S,  A. 


Statement  of  clerJes,  mesaengers,  and  laborers  employed  by  Generals  Ekin,  Perry,  and  Dana  in 
the  building  occupied  as  the  Quartermaster  General*  s  Office,  paid  from  the  appropriation  for 
the  Quartermaster's  Department,  and  the  amount  paid  to  each  during  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1669. 


Name. 


I.IL  Barclay 

F.  McNerhaney... 
L.  Lonry  Moore  . 
J.  L.  McFailand. 

&C.Riialing 

H.  D.Sayton 

H.  H.  Cnahing  . . . , 

R.  V.Beit 

A.  Y.  Leech 

J.  T.  Winter 

A.Fairley 

F.  S.  AltemnB 

Z.F.NTe 

H.P.Vile« 

J.  H.  Wall 

W.  H.  Wormeraly 

J.A.  MUler 

Edward  Flagg  . . . , 

H.  Borbeck 

a.  K  Coleman 


Time  employed. 


From  January  1  to  December  31 
From  January  1  to  December  31 
From  January  1  to  December  31 
From  January  1  to  December  31 
From  January  1  to  December  31 
From  January  1  to  December  31 
From  January  1  to  December  31 
From  January  1  to  December  31 
From  January  1  to  December  31 
From  January  1  to  December  31 
From  January  1  to  December  31, 
From  January  1  to  December  31 , 
From  January  1  to  December  31 
From  January  1  to  December  31, 
From  January  1  to  December  31 
Prom  January  1  to  December  31 
From  January  1  to  December  31 
From  January  1  to  December  31 
From  January  1  to  December  31. 
From  January  1  to  December  31 


A'mount 
paid. 


$1,800  00 
1.800  00 
1.800  00 
1.800  00 
1,800  00 
1.800  00 
1.620  00 
1,600  00 
1.600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1.600  00 
1.600  00 
1,500  OO 
1,500  00 
1.500  00 
1,500  00 
1,500  QO 
1,500^ 
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8  CLEBK8  IN   THE   WAB  DEPARTHEKT. 

Statement  of  clerks,  mee&engerSf  and  laborers  employed  by  Oenerdls  EkiUy  ^e.— Oontinaed. 


Name. 


Time  employed. 


Amount 
paid. 


Ij.  R.  Byrne 

S.  B.  Hopperton 

J.  J.  Waahbum 

H.  B.  Seymour 

Greorge  P,  Fulton 

J.  B.  Gallagher 

W.H.  Shiriey 

Lewie  M.  Smith 

H.K.  Cooper 

MESflEHGKBS  AND  LABOBSBS. 

John  Carroll 

M.  P.  Desmond 

A.  Gruber 

W.Lewie 

J.  O'Hara 

J.  Payne 

Thomas  Connor 

Joseph  Burnham 

James  Chappell 

P.  W.  FishpT 

Charles  Helljrer 

John  McIIvaine 

OttoRichter 

F.  A.  Cooley 

F.Barnard 

B.  Garvey 

A.H.Scott 

C.  McDouongh 

Edward  Qnann 


From  January  1  to  December  31 — 
From  January  1  to  December  31 . . . 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

IiYom  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  September  30. . . 

From  January  1  to  May  90 , 

From  July  16  to  December  31 

From  September  1  to  December  31 
From  January  1  to  December  31 . . . 

From  January  1  to  December  31. . . 
From  January  1  to  ^>ecember  31 . . . 
From  January  1  to  December  31 . . . 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31  — 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31  — 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  January  1  to  December  31 

From  April  1  to  December  31 


|1,S00  00 
1,900  00 

i,aoooo 

1,900  00 

1,125  00 

604  43 

687  50 

400  00 

1,800  00 


790  00 
790  00 
790  00 
790  00 
790  00 
790  00 
7*20  00 
790  00 
790  00 
790  00 
720  00 
790  00 
790  00 
790  00 
720  00 
790.00 
790  00 
790  00 
540  00 


I  certify  that  the  forogoing  la  a  true  copy. 
JUNB  1, 1870. 


M.  L  LUDENGTON. 
Brevet  Lieutenant  OoUmd  and  Quartermatter  U.  8.  A. 


Statement  showing  the  names,  time  employed,  am4>unt  paid,  and  residence  when  appointed,  of  ike 
clerks,  messenger,  and  laborers  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Substst- 
ence  during  the  year  1689. 


Name. 


Time  employed. 


Amount 
paid. 


Residence 

when 
appointed. 


Remarks. 


R.M.  Hanson 

J.  Schwartz , 

John  M.  Belt 

John  Penn  Jones 

D.  A.  McCarthy 

William  H.  Reynolds 

Thomas  M.  Moran 

George  G.  Myers 

William  W.McGiU... 
William  H.WetJsel... 

Oscar  C.  Fox 

William  Nourse , 

H.F.Robinson 

G.  J.  L.  Foxwell 

Charles  T.Eldridge.. 
Frederick  Johnston. . 

R.  H.  Barr.jr 

J.T.Prather 

A.  H.Raymond 

C.  W.  Franzoui 

Charles  £.  Hunt , 

James  R.  Birekhead  . 

Amos  Hadley 

£.  K.  Bordnian 

A.  K.  Brower 

H.G.  Jacobs 


During  the  whole  year 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

From  Jan.  1  to  July  31. 1M9. . 
Fram  Jan.  1  to  July  31, 1869. . 

During  the  whole  year 

do. 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

From  Jan.  1  to  July  15, 1869. 
From  Jan.  1  to  Sept  30, 1869. 
From  Jan.  1  to  July  31, 1869 

During  the  whole  year 

do 

do 

do 

From  Jan.  1  to  Feb.  4,  1869. . 
From  Jon.  1  to  May  94, 1869. 


II,  800  00 

1,600  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

1,383  16 

801  09 

817  93 

1.400  00 

1,400  00 

1.300  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

1,300  00 

1,900  00 

648  91 

900  00 

701  09 

1,900  00 

1,200  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

116  66 

478  09 


D.C 

Army  ... 

D.C 

Pa 

D.C 

Mich.... 

D.C 

Pa 

D.C 

Pa 

N.Y 

D.C 

Vt 

Army 

Maine . . . 

Army 

Del 

Md 

Wis 

D.C 

N.Y 

Md 

Maine  . . . 

Mass 

Pa 

Maine.. . 


Discharged  Jnly  31, 1869. 
Discharged  Joiy  31, 1869. 


Discharged  July  15. 1860. 
Resigned  Sept.  30. 1869. 
Discharged  July  31. 1868. 


Died  ^ebmary  4, 1600. 
Resigned  May  94, 1869. 


Digitized  by 
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CLEBKS   IN   THE   WAB   DEPARTMENT. 
SMemmU  showing  the  nameSf  Hme  en^lojfed,  amonni  paid,  ^e. — Continued. 


ITame. 

Time  employed. 

Amount 
paid. 

Besidenoe 

when 
appointed. 

Bemarka. 

C.K.  Moore 

Daring  the  whole  year 

do 

11,900  00 

1,900  00 

701  09 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

701  09 

648  91 

1.900  00 

408  79 

1.900  00 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

600  00 

551  09 

551  09 

551  09 

551  09 

300  00 

990  00 

790  00 

790  00 

660  00 

588  27 

660  00 

660  00 

360  00 

970  06 

118  00 

118  00 

73  38 

Wis 

D.C 

D.C 

Pa 

Mass 

Md 

Va 

N.  Y 

N.J 

Pa 

Pa 

D.C 

D.C 

N.J 

N.J 

Army 

Ohio. 

N.Y 

D.C 

D.C 

Army 

D.C. 

Army 

D.C. 

La 

D.C 

D.C 

4nny 

Army 

Army 

RS.  Kearney 

J.B.COX 

From  Jan.  1  to  July  31, 1869. 

During  the  whole  year 

do 

Discharged  July  31. 1869. 

B^Tld  Allen 

F.W.  Edwards 

W.  T.  Ramsey 

H.B.Cla|rett 

WilliainH.  IQlvtrldffe. 

W.  L.HartnnK 

Chnrlea  W.Morris.... 
William  F.  Johnson... 

From  Jan.  1  to  Jaly  31, 1869. 
From  Jan.  1  to  July  15, 1869. 

Daring  the  whole  year 

From  Jan.  1  to  &Cay  3,  1869. . 

During  the  whole  year 

do 

Discharged  July  31. 1869. 
Discharged  July  15, 1809. 

Besigned  May  3, 1869. 

Walter  Benner 

do  

Joseph  Burroaghs 

W.J.  O'Brien 

From  Jan.  1  to  June  3D,  1869. 
From  Jaly^6  to  Dec  31, 1869. 
From  July  16  to  Dec  31, 1869. 
From  July  16  to  Dec.  31, 1869. 
From  July  16  to  Deo.  31, 1869. 
From  Oct  1  to  Dec.  31, 1869. . 

Daring  the  whole  year 

do 

Besigned  June  30, 1869. 

H.  J.  Peters 

JohnO'Dwyer 

G<wge  Lackey 

A.  W.  Clear 

John  Craige 

do 

Daniel  Donovan 

do 

John  Weidman 

Henry  Johnson 

WilUam  Pinion 

From  Jan.  1  to  Nov.  17, 1869. 

During  the  whole  year 

do 

Besigned  Nov.  17, 1869. 

E.W.  McKay 

do 

K-  8,  HRrriflon 

do 

KSehroeder 

From  Jan.  1  to  Feb.  98, 1809. 
From  Jan.  1  to  Feb.  98,  1869. 
From  Nov.  18  to  J}ec.  31, 1869 . 

T^  0.  Pall 

IL  C.Leonard 

The  clerks  and  other  employ^aof  this  bureau  have  been  useftilly  employed ;  the  removal  of  any  or  the 
appointment  of  others  in  their  stead  could  not,  it  is  believed,  be  made  at  the  present  time  without  detri* 
ment  to  the  publio  servioe. 

A.  B.  BATON, 
OommUtaty  Qtntrol  qf  SubtiMtmoe. 
OmcB  COMMIB8ABT  Q^NBBAL  OF  SUBSISTBMCK.  January  97, 1870. 


Boll  ofeUrkB  and  employ  A  in  the  office  of  the  Paymaster  General  for  1869,  with  amountepaid 

to  each. 


Name  and  olaas. 


h 


Time  paid  for. 


Ajnouut. 


Whence  appointed. 


Bemarka. 


CHXKF  CLKBK. 

G.D.Hanson.... 

lOUSTH  CLASS. 

J.  B.  Brady 

J.  L.  Edwards.... 

H.  T.White 

6.  A.  Chorohill. . 
W.T.Kent 

mSD  CLAflB. 

W.T.Kent 

W.G.  Xewton... 

D.S.  Green 

LP.  Moody , 

JohnB.  Tanner.. 

0. D.  Kinsman... 

BI005D  CLASS. 

W.Cadman 


•9,000 


1,800 

1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 


1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1.600 
1,600 

1.600 


Whole  year 19,000  00 


Jan.  1  to  July  15.. 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

July  16  to  Deo.  31 

Jan.  1  to  July  IS. 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

July  16  to  Nov.  14 

Nov.  15  to  Dec  31 


1,400    Whole  year. 


951  74 

1,800  00 

1,800  00 

1,800  00 

806  96 


849  00 
1,600  00 
1.600  00 
1,600  00 

980  50 

900  59 


1,400  00 


Dist  of  Columbia. 


Pennsylvania 

Dist.  of  Columbia 

Vermont 

Maine 

Pennsylvania 

Ohio"''.*.!'!!!'.'.'.'.! 

Pennsylvania 

Massachusetts  — 


Dist.  of  Columbia. 


Honorably  discharged 
July  15. 


Promoted     to     class 
four  July  16. 


Transferred    to   War 
Department,  proper. 

On  daty  War  Depute 
ment,  proper. 
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10  CLERKS  IN  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Boll  of  clerics  and  emplojfA  in  ike  office  of  the  Paynuuter  Generaly  ^c— Continued. 


I 

J.  B.  Games 

E.W.Jones 

C.  Boughter 

C.  W.Shriner 

T.J.  Myora 

J.  C.  Ellis 

W.J.  Wilson 

S.G.Hyde 

E.Goodrich 

C.  H.  Tibbetts.... 

0.  H.  Eckhardt. . . . 

B.  P.  Murray 

F.H.Mundy 

L.  S.  Buckler 

E.  B.Johnson 

H.  Maxwell 

Daniel  Tyler 

J.  P.  Pearsons 

J.  A.  SterliDg 

C.N.  Bennit 

F.  H.  CampbeU  . . . 

L.O.Bowie 

E.N.Drury 

A.  M.  Salmon 

T.M.  Exley 

C.F.Cobb 

FIB8T  CLASS. 

C.F.  Cobb 

SECOND  CLASS. 

M.  M.  Bartlett.... 

FIRST  CLASS. 

M.  M.  Bartlett.... 

SECOKD  CLASS. 

S.  E.  Thomason  . . . 

FIBST  CLASS. 

S.  E.  Thomason  . . . 

SECOND  CLASS. 

A.  p.  Dnnlap 

FIBST  CLASS. 

A.  P.  Diinlap 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Samuel  Hodgkins. 

A.  B.  Foote 

B.  F.  WUkins 

FIBST  GLASS. 

J.W.St.  Clair.-.. 

C.  M.  Robinson  . . . 

E.A.Pratt 

F.J.Willis 

A.  P.  Eastman 


#1,400 

1,400 
1,400 
1.400 

1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 

1.400 
1,400 

1,400 
1,400 
1.400 
1,400 
1,400 

1,400 
1,400 

1,4(K) 
1,400 
1. 4J0 
1.400 
1,400 
1,400 
1.400 
1,400 
1,400 


1,200 


1,400 


1,200 


1,400 


1,200 


1,400 


1,200 


1.400 
1,400 


1,200 
1,200 

1,300 
1,200 
1,200 


Jan.  1  to  Jnly  15. 

Jan.  1  to  Jnly  15. 

Whole  year 

Jan.  1  to  Jnly  15. 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Jan.  1  to  Jnly  31. 

Whole  year 

Jan.  1  to  July  15. 

Whole  year , 

Whole  year 

Whole  year , 

Whole  year 

Jan.  1  to  March  31 

Whole  year 

Jan.  1  to  July  31. 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

April  1  to  Dec.  31. 


Jan.  1  to  Mar.  30. 
Jnly  16  to  Dec.  31. 
Jan.  1  to  July  15., 
July  16  to  Dec.  31 
Jan.  1  to  July  15. . 
July  16  to  Dec  31 
Jan.  1  to  Jnly  15. . 

July  16  to  Dec.  31. 

Aug.  1  to  Doc.  31.. 
Aug.  1  to  Dec.  31.. 


Whole  year , 

Jan.  1  to  Jnly  31 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 


746  25 

1,400  00 

746  25 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

806  25 

1,400  00 
746  25 

1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
345  00 

1,400  00 
806  00 

1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1.400  00 
1,  400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,  400  00 
1,400  00 
1,035  00 


297  50 


633  75 


643  SO 


633  75 


643  50 


633  75 


643  50 


633  75 


573  75 
573  75 


1,200  00 
695  25 

1,200  00 
l,*iOO  00 
1,200  00 


1746  25     Dist.  of  Columbia. 


Kentucky 

Pennsylvania  . 
Pennsylvania  . 


Dist.  of  Columbia. 

Pennsylvania 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 
Ohlo-.^. 

Ohio 

New  York 


Pennavlvania 

New  t^ork . 

New  York 

Maryland 

New^  Hampshire  . 


Ohio 

Wisconsin  . 


New  Hampshire . 

Ohio 

New  York 

Vermont 

Maryland 

Vermont 

New  Jersey 

Massachusetts . .  * 
Maryland 


Maryland. 


New  Hampshire  . 
New  Hampshire . 
New  York 


New  York. 


Dist  of  Columbia. 


Dist  of  Columbia. 


Dist.  of  Columbia. 
Massachusetts . . . 

Massachusetts 

New  York 

Massachusetts 


Honorably  discharged 
Julyl5. 

Honorably  discharged 
July  15. 


Honorably  discharged 
July  31. 

Honorably  discharged 
July  15. 


Resigned;  tftke  effect 
March  31. 

Honorably  discharged 
July  31. 


Promoted  to  class  two 
April  1. 


Promoted  to  class  two 
July  16. 


Promoted  to  class  two 
July  16. 


Promoted  to  class  two 
July  16. 


On  duty  in  War  De- 
partment proper. 
Do. 
Do. 


Honorably  discharged 
July  31. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CLERKS   IN  THE   WAB   DEPARTMENT.  IL 

Boll  ofclerkt  and  emploif^s  in  the  office  of  ike  Paymaster  Generalj  ^o. — Continued. 


Kame  and  claaa. 


Time  pftid  for. 


Amoont. 


Whence  appointed. 


Bemarka. 


FnOT  CLAM— Con. 


J.  L*.  Enderle 

Jamea  Cross 

J.  S.  Cleverdon.... 

J.  B.  Bovoe 

W.  W.  tiillingham 

Allen  Wri«ht 

William  Webb 

C  L.  Chapman 

H.  E.  Wont  worth.. 
A.  T.  Sburtlefr..... 

L.  F.  Cooke 

R.  B-Eepner 

Theodore  Francois. 
D.J.  Gibbon 


J.  W.  Fraaee 

J.  H.  L.  Winfield 

M.M.Myrick 

E.  McSweeny i 

J.R  Direr 

J.  W.  Moore 

T.  A.  Lambert. . 


William  Dnlany . 

S.L.  Stone 

L.  C.Fletcher.... 


6.  W.  Bcnger 

H.D.  Overacker. 


JlRWilaon... 

J.  Garretaon 

6.  F.KoUnaon. 
H.F.White.-. 
Henrj  Holmes. 


B.E.  Doyle, jr. 
B.E.  Doyle,  jr. 


E.  W.  Moore. 
£.  W.  Moore. 


WATcimur. 

B.E.  Doyle,  ar. 


B.  E.  Doyle,  sr. . . 

F.RMay 

F.  Armatroni; 

Charles  Brannan . 
Michael  Mooney . 

LABORBBS. 


p.  Carpenter 

Jamea  LoTelesa . 


$1,900 
1,200 
1.900 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1.200 
1,200 
1,900 
1,200 
1,200 
1.200 
1,200 
1,200 

1.200 

1.200 
1,200 
1,200 
1.900 
1,200 
1,900 

1,200 
1,200 
1.200 

1,200 
1.200 

1.900 
1.200 
1,200 
1.200 
1,900 


.000 
840 


1,000 
840 


1,000 


790 
720 
790 
790 
790 


790 

790 


Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whqie  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Jan.  1  to  Oct.  31... 

Jan.  1  to  April  30 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Jan.  1  to  Jnly  15. . 

April  3  to  Sept.  10. 
May  1  to  Dec.  31.. 
Aug.  1  to  Dec.  31.. 

Jnly  16  to  Aug.  95. 
Jidy  lOtoDec.  31. 

July  16  to  Dec.  31 . 
July  16  to  Dec.  31 
Sept  1  to  Deo.  31. 
Sept.  17  to  Dec.  31. 
Not.  1  to  Dec.  31.. 


Jan.  1  to  JnneSO. 
Joly  1  to  Dec.  31. 

Jan.  1  to  June  30. 
Joly  1  to  Dec.  31. 


Jon.  1  to  June  31 

July  1  to  Dec.  31 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 

Whole  year 


900  00 
200  00 
200  00 
200  00 
21.0  00 
2tl0  00 
200  00 
200  00 
900  00 
200  00 
200  00 
900  00 
200  00 
992  75 

395  SO 

1,200  00 
1.200  00 
1,200  00 
1,21W  00 
1,200  00 
643  50 

520  53 
794  42 
494  75 

139  58 
546  49 

546  49 
546  49 
394  50 
342  77 
197  95 


500  00 
420  00 


500  00 
420  00 


500  00 


360  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 


790  00 
730  00 


Massachusetts . 
,  Pennsylvania.. 

1  Ohio 

I  Vermont 

.  New  York 

I  Vermont 

,  Connecticut...^ 

.  New  York 

I  New  York 

,  Rhode  Island  . . 

New  York 

Pennsylvania . . 

New  York 

Ohio 


Ohio. 


New  York 

Vermont 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 

New  York 

Pennsylvania 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 


Maryland  . 
New  York . 


Pennsylvania . 
New  York .... 


Dist.  of  Colombia. 
Dist.  of  Columbia. 


Pennsylvania . 
Pennaylvania . 


Diat.  of  Columbia. 


Dist.  of  Columbia. 
Dist.  of  Columbia. 
Dist.  of  Columbia. 
Dist.  of  Columbia 
Dist.  of  Columbia. 


Dist.  of  Colombia. 
Dist.  of  Columbia. 


Resigned,  take  effect 

November  1. 
Resigned,  take   effect 

Mayl. 


Resigned,  take  effect 

July  15. 
Dismissed  Sept  10. 

On  duty  Qoartermas- 
ter  General's  OtHoe. 
Resigned  Aagust  25. 
On  doty  Qnariermas- 
ter  Generals  Office. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Salary  redoced  by  act 
of  Congress,  March 
3,lt«9. 
Do. 


Salary  redoced  by  act 
of  Congress,  March 
3,1869. 
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CLERKS  IN   THE   WAB   DEPARTICENT. 


Liit  ofperwM  employed  in  the  Surgeon  GeneraVs  Office  dwring  the  year  1869,  their  occupation ^ 
time  employedy  oompeneation,  and  the  State  or  Territory  of  their  residence  at  the  time  of  their 
employment. 


Name. 


Oconpation. 


Time  employed. 


Amonntof 
compenaa- 
tion. 


State  or  Terri- 
tory of  their 
residence  at 
the  time  of 
their  em- 
ployment. 


R.  Johnaon 

Samuel  Bam»ey 

Samuel  Bamaey 

Charlea  Harling 

Charlea  Harliiig 

Frederick  Thornton 
Frederick  Thornton 

A.  Balmain 

A.  Balmain 

John  Wataon 

John  Wataon 

S.  A.  Monlthrop 

S.  A.  Monlthrop — 

F.  L.  Apel 

F.L.Apel 

Anton  Becker 

B.C.  Root 

F.  R.  Sparka 

W.  O.  Moore 

Thomaa  O'Beime  . . 

A.  Biachoff 

F.  W.Stone 

E.  J.  Jennlngi 

W.  Fiaher 

J.  P.  Kepner 

J.F.Metoalf 

J.H.ColUna 

Eli  Jaokaon 


rk,  claas  4 

■aa4 

Has  3 

mh3 

Ma3 

Ma3 

aas3 

Mas 

aasl 

aas2 

aasl 

ass  3 

ass  1 

ass  2 

aasl 

asal 

aasl 

asa  1 

aasl 

aaal 

aasl 

assl 

ass  1 

aasl 

aasl 

ass  1 


From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
t^rom 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 


Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31, 
Jan.  1  to  June  30, 
July  1  to  De«.  31. 
Jan.  1  to  Jane  30, 
Jnly  1  to  Deo.  31. 
Jan.  1  to  June  30, 
July  1  to  Dec.  31, 
Jan.  1  to  June  30, 
July  1  to  Dec.  31, 
Jan.  1  to  June  30, 
July  1  to  Dec.  31, 
Jan.  1  to  June  30, 
Jnly  1  to  Dec.  31, 
Jan.  1  to  June  30, 
July  1  to  Deo.  31, 
Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31, 
Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31, 
Jan.  1  to  Dec,  31, 
Jan.  1  to  June  30, 
Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31, 
Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31, 
Jan.  1  to  June  30, 
Jan.  1  to  June  30. 
Jan.  1  to  June  30, 
Jan.  1  to  Deo.  31, 
Jan.  1  to  June  30. 
Jan.  1  to  Deo.  31, 
Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31, 


1869 
1869 
1809 
1869 
1869 
1869 
1869 
1869 
1869 
1869 
1869 
1869 
1869 
1869 


1869 
1869 
1869 
1869 
1869 
1869 
1869 
1869 
1869 


$1,800  00 

900  00 

800  00 

800  00 

700  CO 

800  00 

700  00 

700  00 

600  00 

700  00 

600  00 

700  00 

600  00 

700  00 

600  00 

1,90(>  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

600  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

600  00 

600  00 

600  00 

1.200  00 

600  00 

990  00 

720  00 


Di8tof€k>l. 
Vin^nia. 

Army. 

Da 

Do. 

Da 
DistofCoL 

Da 
Army. 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Da 
Connecticut. 
Pennsylvania. 

Da 
Ami5r. 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Da 

Da 
DistofCoL 

Da 


The  clerks,  messenger,  and  laborer  in  the  Surgeon  Greneral's  Office  have  been  usefully  employed,  and 
no  person  can  be  dispensed  with  without  detriment  to  the  public  service ;  and  the  prompt  dispatch  of 
business  "  does  not  require  the  removal  of  any  of  them  and  the  appointment  of  others  in  their  stead." 

J.  K.  BARNES, 
Surgeon  OenermL 
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CLERKS  IN  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 


Statemtnt  of  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Chirfof  Ordnance  during  the 

year  1869. 


Grade. 


J.  P.KeUer 

M.  Adler 

M.  Adler 

V.McNaDy 

John  Moran 

E-A-SkiUman 

£.  A.  Skillman 

W.  A.  De  Caindry. . 

A.W.PeutlaDd 

A.W.Pentland 

Isaac  J.  Winnemore 
WiUiam  H,  Whitley 

Charles  Becker 

J.  W.  Shngert 

A.  R.  Benner 

A.  B.  Benner 

John  D.  Hyer 

John  D.  Hyer 

S.  B.  Le  Compte 

8.B.Le  Compte 

Alonzo  Hughea 

8.  C.Hall 

F.  £.  Dake 

L.  J.  Bryant 

William  J.  O'Brien. 

Edward  Carroll , 

William  H.  Knhna . 

W.RSwan 

George  White 

C.  Dnieger 

H.J.  Peteni 

N.  Mnllikin 

N.  Mnllikin 

John  M.  Smith 

J.W.Chwke 


Chief  clerk 
4th  clam  . . . 
2d  class  . . . 
4th  class . . . 
4th  class . . 
3d  class . . . 
4th  chus . . 
3d  class  . . . 
2d  class . . . 
3d  class . . . 
2d  class . . . 
2d  class... 
2d  class . . . 
2d  class . . . 
Ist  class — 
2d  class . . . 
Ist  class... 
2d  class  ■ . . 
2d  class . . . 
Ist  class. .. 
Ist  class... 
Ist  class... 
1st  class... 
1st  class... 
1st  class. . . 
Ist  class... 
1st  class... 
1st  class... 
Ist  class... 
1st  class... 
1st  class... 
Messenger 
Messenger 
Laborer... 
Laborer... 


Time  employed. 


Whole  year 

January  1  to  Jnne  30 

Jnly  1  to  July  31 

Whole  year 

do.. 

January  1  to  June  30 

Jnly  1  to  December  31 

Whole  year 

January  1  to  June  30 

Julyl  to  December  31 

January  1  to  July  15 

Whole  "year 

do 

do 

January  1  to  Jnne  30 

Jnly  1  to  Decembe&3l  

January  1  to  July  31 

August  1  to  December  31 

January  1  to  July  15 

irulyl6to  December  31 

January  I  to  July  15 

Whole  year 

do 

do 

January  1  to  July  15 

January  1  to  July  15 

Whole  year 

do.. 

do 

do 

January  1  to  July  15 

January  1  to  June  30 

Julyl  to  December  31 

Whole  year. . .  1 

do.. 


Salary. 


12,000 
1,  eOO  ? 
1,400  5 

i.eoo 

1,800 
1,600) 
1,800  5 
1,600 
1,400) 
1.600  5 
1,400 
1,400 
1.400 
1,400 
1,200) 
1,400  5 
1,900? 
1.400  5 
1.400) 
1.900  5 
1,200 
1,200 
1,900 
1,900 
1,200 
1.900 
1,900 
1.200 
1.900 
1,200 
1,200 
1,000) 
8405 
TOO 
790 


Total 
pay. 


12,000  00 

1,017  93 

1,800  00 
1,800  00 

1,700  00 

1,600  00 

1,500  00 

757  07 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 

1,300  00 
1,291  16 

1,308  15 

648  91 
1,900  00 
1,200  00 
1,900  00 

648  91 

648  91 
1,900  00 
1,200  00 
1,900  90 
1.900  0O 

648  91 

990  00 

720  00 
TM  00 


Whence 
appointed. 


D.C. 
D.C. 


Army. 

N.J. 

Md. 

Pa. 

Pa. 
N.J. 
Army. 
Pa. 

Pa. 

Pa. 

N.T. 
Va. 

HI. 

Pa. 

Wis. 

Array. 

D.C. 

Pa. 

Mass. 

Wis. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

Md. 

Army. 
D.C. 


Note. — Laborers  were  not  prorided  for  in  the  appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  vear,  but  their  ser 
Tioes  being  indispensable  they  have  been  retained  and  paid  fh>m  the  contingent  fund  of  the  office. 

A.  B.  DYER. 
BreMt  Major  General,  Ohi^qf  Ordnamet, 
Obdnakcb  Office,  War  Defabthkxt,  Janxtary  3, 1870. 


Report  of  clerics  employed  at  office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer  of  the  Army  during  the  year  end- 
ing December  31,  1869. 


Name. 

Time  employed. 

Amount 
paid  to 
each. 

Besidenoe  when  ap- 
pointed. 

Alexander  Ashley 

From  Jan.  1  to  Deo.  31 ii.  am  00 

Braddock's  Field,  Pa. 

Charles  T#.  Hughes 

From  Jan.  1  to  Aug.  31,  when 

discharged. 
From  Aug.  1  to  Dec.  31 

795  SO 
573  75 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Jame«  B-  W*™*'*   -,,-,._ ,  -  - 
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War  Department,  Bureau  of  Military  Justice, 

Washington,  D.  0.,  May  20,  1870. 
Sib:  In  reply  to  yoar  communication  of  the  19tli  instant,  in  which 
yon  ask  to  be  furnished  with  ^^a  statement  showing  the  names,  time 
employed,  and  residence  when  appointed,  of  clerks  in  your  office,  during 
the  year  1869,"  &c.,  the  report  prepared  on  the  following  pages  is  respect- 
folly  submitted. 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge  Advocate  General. 
John  Potts,  Esq., 

Chief  Clerk  War  Department 


Name. 

Time  employed. 

Salary  per 
annum. 

Reeidence  when  appointed. 

Jamw  M.  WriKbt 

Daring  the  year  1869 

^  do 

$1,800 
1,600 
1,400 
1.900) 
1,4005 
1,200 
1.900 
1,900 
1,900 

Maryland. 

Appointed  fh)m  the  army. 
Do. 

OctATlaB  L.  Praden 

Frank  T.  Howe  * 

Jan.  1  to  Aug.  84, 1869 

Jan.  1  to  Sepl  1,1869 

SeptltoDec.  .31, 1869.... 

Jan.  1  to  Ang.  13. 1869 

Sept  1  to  Dec.  31,  1869.... 

Jan.  1  to  Dec.  7, 1869 

Deo.  7  to  Dec.  31, 1869 

Thmnw  Duke 

ThoiDM  Dnk© 

Do. 

B.C.  Janest 

Do. 

Lake  Devlin 

Do. 

J.H.R.  Welshl 

Do. 

J.M«C««kfT..: 

*  Beeigned  Augnet  24;  vacancy  filled  by  Thomait  Duke. 

tBeaigned  August  13 ;  vacancy  filled  by  L.  Devlin. 

X  Dismiaeed  December  7 ;  vacancy  fiUea  by  J.  McCosker. 

Statemmt  ihowing  the  names f  time  employedj  and  amounts  paid  superintendent,  watehmen,  and 
laborers  in  the  northwest  executive  building  during  the  year  1869. 


Name. 


Time  employed. 


Amount 
paid. 


John  Potts,  superintendent . 

Willism  Douglas 

T.G.Warren 

ChariesDay 

Stephen  Senter 

William  H.  Thomas 

John  R.  Habit 

W.H.  Brooks 


Whole  year.... 

....do.. 

Seven  months 
Whole  year... 

do 

do 

do 

Five  months . . 


1950  00 
790  00 
490  65 
790  00 
790  00 
790  00 
790  00 
999  35 
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41st  Conoeess,  >  SENATE.  i  Ex.  Doc. 

2dSesgion.       i  I    No.  96. 

LETTER 

FBOM 

THE    SE  CRETARY   OF   ¥AR 


COMMUNICATING, 


In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  May  23, 1870,  a  report 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  relating  to  the  Washington  Aqueduct   - 


JrNE.6y  1870. — ^Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  and  ordered  to 

be  printed. 


Wjut  Dbpabtment, 

June  3, 1870. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  May  23, 1870,  a  report 
by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  relative  to  the  Washington  aqueduct,  the 
waste  ef  its  wtfter,  &c. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  ENOHraEEs, 

Washingtony  D.  C,  June  2, 1870. 
Sie:  I  respectfully  return  herewith  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  of  the  23d  ultimo,  calling  for  information  as  to 
"whether  there  is  not  an  unnecessary  waste  of  water  of  the  Washington 
aqaeduct,"  &c.,  and  beg  leave  to  invite  attention  to  the  accompanying 
copy  of  a  report  from  Brevet  Brigadier  General  N.  Michler,  the  officer  in 
charge  of  that  work,  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  which  it  is  be- 
liev^  will  afford  the  desired  information. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Potomac  water  is  used  for  running  machinery 
and  manufacturing  purposes  both  in  Washington  and  Georgetown.  In 
the  former  city  it  is  used  by  the  government  in  driving  a  turbine  wheel 
at  the  Treasury,  and  for  supplying  steam  engines  at  the  navy  yard, 
arsenal,  and  at  the  different  departments.  In  Georgetown  it  is  used  by 
the  government  to  supply  the  water  pressure  engine  at  Bock  Creek. 

The  views  of  General  Michler  in  relation  to  the  completion  of  the 
aqueduct  and  laying  another  main,  as  to  the  best  means  of  supplying 
the  deficiency  of  water  on  Capitol  Hill  and  other  high  points  in  the  cities 
of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  are  concurred  in. 
Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadier  General  and  Ohitf  of  Engineers. 
Hon.  WiLLUM  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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2  WASHINGTON   AQUEDUCT. 

Office  of  Public  Buildings,  Grounds,  and  Wobks, 

U.  8.  Capitol^  Washington^  2>.  C,  May  26, 1870. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  24th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the  23d  instant,"calling  for  information 
concerning  the  "  waste  of  water  of  the  Washington  aqueduct;  whether 
any  of  it  is  used  for  running  machinery,"  &c. 

In  reply,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  statement,  taken  from 
my  annual  report,  dated  October  1, 1869. 

Experiment's  were  made  during  the  summer  on  the  flow  of  water  in  the  coDdnit 
leading  from  the  receiving  to  the  distributing  reservoir.  The  result  showed  that  the 
twe  cities  were  consuming  an  average  daily  supply  of  about  twelve  million  gallons. 

A  large  proportion  of  this  is  consumed  at  the  government  departments^  especially  at 
the  navy  yard,  where  the  aqueduct  pressure  is  used  to  prove  boilers,  and  at  the  Treas- 
ury, where  two  large  fountains  are  constantly  playing. 

On  Capitol  HiU  and  other  high  points  the  supply  is  not  equal  to  the  demand,  be- 
cause on  the  low  points,  where  it  is  abundant,  it  is  recklessljv'  and  willfully  wasted. 

Periodically,  proclamations  are  issued  by  the  city  authorities,  forbidding  the  wasting 
of  Potomac  water,  to  which  not  the  slightest  attention  is  paid.  Some  additional  legis- 
lation is  necessary  in  reference  to  the  proper  control  of  the  distribution  of  water  in 
both  cities.    In  my  opinion  it  should  be  entirely  under  the  control  of  this  office. 

On  the  Cochituate,  Croton,  and  Fairmount  water  works,  the  meter  system  is  being 
gradually  introduced,  in  order  to  prevent  unnecessary  waste.  It  should  be  adopted  in 
Georgetown  and  Washington,  especially  at  hotels,  livery  stables,  factories,  and  other 
establishments  where  large  quantities  of  water  are  constantly  used. 

If,  however,  it  is  deemed  desirable  that  the  two  cities  shall  have  a  supply  sufficiently 
abundant  for  all  purposes,  it  can  be  had  only  by  completing  the  distributing  reservoir, 
and  laying  an  additional  main  of  thirty  or  thirty-six  inches  in  diameter  from  the  efflu- 
ent pipe  vault  to  Capitol  HiU. 

The  Potomac  water  is  used  for  running  machinery  and  for  manufac- 
turing purposes  both  in  Georgetown  and  Washington. 

In  the  former  city  it  is  used  by  the  general  government  to  supply  the 
water-pressure  engine  at  Rock  Creek  bridge.  Converted  into  steam,  it 
is  used  by  private  parties  for  running  engines.  It  is  used  for  manufac- 
turing purposes  at  one  paper  mill,  one  tannery,  and  two  breweries. 

In  Washington  it  is  used  to  run  a  turbine  wheel  at  the  Treasury,  and 
for  supplying  the  boilers  of  steam  engines  at  the  different  departments, 
the  navy  yard,  arsenal,  &c. 

The  following  table,  taken  from  the  report  of  the  city  water  registrar, 
shows  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  used  by  private  parties  in  Wash- 
ington: 

Private  dwellings 4,052 

Hotels,  restaurants,  and  bars 174 

Stores,  banks,  &c 122 

Gas-holders 3 

Locomotive  engines 9 

Stationary  engines 22 

Stables 72 

Breweries 12 

Barber  shops  and  baths 16 

Bakeries  and  confectioneries 16 

Miscellaneous 17 

Churches,  pubUc  schools,  &o 92 

Total 4,067 

Fountains,  pavement-washers,  and  free  hydrants  necessarily  cause  a 
great  waste  of  water.  In  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia  the  erec- 
tion of  free  hydrants  has  been  discontinued.  They  are  considered  a 
public  nuisance  rather  than  a  benefit.  Pavement-washers  are  allowed 
to  be  used  only  one  hour  in  the  morning  before  8  o'clock  j  here  they  are 
used  at  all  hours. 
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The  iDtroduction  and  general  nse  of  metera  is  the  only  way  that  is 
obvious  by  which  the  consumption  of  water-can  be  materially  dimin- 
ished, i^-* 

Their  universal  use,  however,  is  not  recdjumended.    It  would  be  far 

better  to  finish  the  Washington  Aqueduct  {64^  lay  another  main,  and 

until  this  is  accomplished  there  will  continue  to  be  a  deficiency  in  the 

supply  of  water  on  Gapitol  Hill  and  other  high  x>oints  in  the  two  cities. 

Very  respectfully, 

K.  MICHLBR, 
Major  EngineerSj  Brevet  Brigadier  General  U.  8.  A, 

Brevet  Major  General  A.  A.  Humphbeys, 

Brigadier  General  and  Chief  of  Engineers^ 

Office  of  Chief  of  Engineers^  Washington^  D.  0. 
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p  CoNaBESS,  (  SENATE.  i  Ex.  Doc. 

'd8es9um.      |  (    No.  97. 


MESSAGE 

OF  THB 

RESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


GOlfMUNICATINa, 


empliance  tpith  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  iMtanty  a  letter 
hm  the  Secretary  of  State  relative  to  the  masHocre  of  Israelites  in 
fcnimanta. 


June  8,  1870.— Bead,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 


» the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  3d  in- 

ant,  the  accompanying  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

U.  S.  GEANT. 
WASHiNaTON,  June  6, 1870. 


Department  of  State, 

WashinffUmj  June  6,  1870. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  resolution  of 
be  ISenate  of  the  3d  instant,  requesting  the  President  ^^  to  communicate 
p  the  Senate,  if  in  his  opinion  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest, 
IDJ  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Department  of  State  concerning 
I  reported  persecution  and  massacre  of  Israelites  in  Boumania,"  has  the 
tonor  to  report  that  he  has  received  no  official  information  uxK>n  the 
•ubject  referred  to. 
Bespectfhlly  submitted. 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
The  Pbesident. 
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41sT  CoNaBBSS,  (  SENATE.  i  Ex.  Doc. 

2dSes9ion.       )  \    No.  98. 


LETTER 

THE    SECRETARY  OF  THE    TREASURY 


irOMMrNICATINU 


A  copy  of  an  opinion  of  the  Attorney  Oeneralj  and  a  letter  of  L.  E,  Chitten- 
den, relative  to  the  eviction  by  State  courts  of  certain  purchasers  of  lands 
sold  for  taxes  in  the  l/ite  insurrectionary  States. 


JrxE9,  1H70. — Rpft»rred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciiiry  {iiiil  ordeivel  tr)  bi»  printtnl. 

Treasury  Department, 

Offk^e  of  the  Secretary, 

June  8, 1870. 
Sir  :  The  atteutiou  of  the  (iei)ai'tmeiit  having  been  called  to  the  fact 
that  the  purchasers  of  land  at  sales  made  by  the  officers  of  the  Tnited 
States,  under  an  act  approved  March  3, 18G5,  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  collection  of  direct  taxes  in  the 
insnrrectionary  districts  within  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
iwses,'  approved  June  7, 1862,"  had  been  evicted  from  those  lands  by  pro- 
ceedings in  the  State  courts,  I  thought  it  proper  to  refer  the  question 
raised  as  to  the  authority  of  the  department  to  the  Attorney  Oeneral. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  a 
copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  and  also  the  draft  of  a  bill 
prepan*d  by  a  clerk  in  the  Attorney  (lenerars  office. 

I  inclose,  also,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Hon.  L.  E.  Chittendi^ii,  which 
was  the  basis  of  the  reference  to  the  Attorney  (reneral. 
Verv  respectfullv, 

(;E().  S.  HOUTWELL, 

Secretary, 
Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax, 

Vice-President  of  the  U.  *S'.,  and  President  of  the  Senate^ 

United  States  Senate  Chamber. 


Attorney  General's  Office, 

Washington,  June  3, 1870. 
Sir:  1  have  to  acknowledge  the  reference  by  you,  under  date  of  May 
.i3(l  ultimo,  of  the  letter  to  you  of  May  18th  ultimo,  from  L.  ¥u  Chittenden, 
calling  your  attention  to  suits  instituted  by  the  original  owner,  his  heirs 
or  assigns,  of  lands  sold  by  the  direct  tax  commissioners,  against  the 
purchaser  from  these  commissioners,  his  heirs  or  assigns.  It  seems  to 
me  that  where  the  purchaser  paid  to  the  United  States  more  than  the 
amount  of  taxes,  penalties,  and  costs  due  to  the  United  States,  and  bis 
title  fails  in  consequence  of  some  illegality  or  want  of  conformity  with 
law  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners,  without  the  fault  or  neglect  of 
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the  purchaser,  then  in  case  the  purchaser  is  evicted  from  the  laud  by  the 
judgment  of  a  court  of  the  Uuited  States,  he  should  receive  back  the 
money  he  has  paid,  after  deducting  therefrom  whatever  was  due  the 
United  States  on  account  of  the  hind ;  and  that  a  provision  requiring 
the  plaintiff  in  an  action  to  recover  the  land  before  he  is  put  into  pos- 
session, top^y  to  the  defendant  or  person  entitled  thereto  the  amount 
of  taxes,  penalties,  &c.,  due  to  the  United  States,  would  secure  to  the 
United  States  the  payment  of  taxes  due,  and  would  accomplish  what  is 
as  nearly  just  as  is  practicable.  A  provision  permitting  the  I'emoval  of 
suits  of  this  character  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  where  the  land  is  situated,  by  the  defendant,  independently  of 
the  citizenship  of  the  parties  or  the  amount  or  value  of  the  land,  seems 
to  me  desirable. 

I  have  not  considered  whether  Congress  can,  constitutionally,  pass  a 
statute  of  limitations  in  regard  to  these  suits,  or  whether  it  Would  be 
expedient  for  Congress  to  pass  such  a  statute,  if  it  has  the  power.  In- 
deed, the  whole  question,  as  it  involves  new  legislation,  is  one  exclu- 
sively for  Congress  to  consider  and  determine,  but  as  it  concerns  your 
department,  and  as  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  refer  to  me  Mr.  Chitten- 
den's letter,  1  have  not  thought  it  improper  for  me  to  make  the  foregoing 
suggestions. 

A  draught  of  an  amendment,  in  conformity  with  this  letter,  has  been 
prepared  and  handed  me  by  one  of  the  clerks  of  this  office,  wliich  I  in- 
close, without,  however,  expressing  any  opinion  upon  the  propriety  of 
enacting  it. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Chittenden  is  inclosed. 
Very  respectfully. 


Hon.  Geo.  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


K.  K.  HOAU, 

Attorney  General. 


No.  ^S  Broadway,  New  York,  May  18, 1870. 

Dear  Sir  :  1  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  a  subject  on  which,  it  seenns 
to  me,  immediate  legislation  ought  to  be  had  at  the  present  session  of 
Congress.  It  grows  out  of  -^  An  act  for  the  collection  of  direct  taxes  in 
insurrectionary  districts,"  passed  in  18G2,  and  an  amendment  of  the  same 
passed  March  3,  1804. 

Under  these  acts  the  commissioners  were  to  levy  and  apportion  the 
taxes  under  the  general  provisions,  and  sixty  days  were  allowed  for 
payment.  If  they  were  not  paid,  the  lands  were  to  be  advertised; 
and  '^  unless  the  owner  appeared  in  person  and  paid  the  taxes,"  the  lands 
were  to  be  sold.  These  acts  w^ere  enforced  in  several  of  the  States,  no 
less  than  thirteen  boards  of  commissioners  having  been  appointed  by 
Secretary  Chase.  The  commissioners,  under  the  direction  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  invariably  construed  the  clause  referred  to  as  requiring 
payment  by  the  owner  inpersonj  after  the  sixty  days  expired,  and  when 
payment  wa«  tendered  by  an  agent  or  a  stranger,  refused  to  receive  it, 
and  sold  the  lands.  I  was  a  purchaser  at  several  of  these  sales  in  Vir- 
ginia. Of  course,  having  no  notice  of  any  such  tender,  among  othei-s 
f  bought  two  pieces  of  estate  in  Alexandria  County,  for  which  I  paid 
into  the  Treasury  $13,000,  cash.  After  the  close  of  the  war  the  owner 
brought  suit  to  recover  these  lands,  on  the  ground  that,  after  the  adver- 
tisement^ and  before  ilie  sale,  the  tax  was  tendered  to  the  commissioners, 
and  on  trial  they  proved  that  such  tender  had  been  made.    I  caiTied  the 
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cases  to  the  Supreme  Coart  of  the  XlDited  States,  defending  them  in  the 
most  thorongh  manner  possible.  The  Attorney  General  also  filed  a  brief 
for  the  United  States,  in  defense  of  the  title.  The  court,  Chief  Justice 
Chase  giving  the  opinion,  held  that  the  tender  was  good ;  that  the  com- 
missioners had  no  right  to  sell,  and  that,  consequently,  I  had  no  title. 
The  decision  is  a  very  strange  one,  but  there  is  no  help  for  it.  1  have 
no  property,  and  the  treasury  has  $13,000  of  my  money. 

But  this  is  not  all.  This  decision  has  produced  a  new  crop  of  suits, 
in  every  one  of  which  the  claim  of  tender  is  set  up,  and  will  be  proved, 
for  anything  can  be  proved  in  the  South  against  a  citizen  of  a  northern 
State.  There  is  imminent  danger  that  nearly  all  of  these  titles  will  be 
overthrown,  unless  prompt  action  is  taken.  The  suits  are  usually  brought 
in  the  State  courts,  wliere  the  purchaser  stands  no  chance.  In  some  of 
the  States — South  Carolina,  for  instance — these  lands  were  bought  by 
the  freedmen,  who  are  poorly  able  to  defend  the  actions.  The  United 
States  are  directly  interested,  for  if  the  title  fails,  through  want  of  au- 
thority in  the  commissioners,  of  course  the  government  would  be  bound* 
to  repay  the  purchase  money. 

My  suggestion  is  that  an  amendment  should  be  added  to  the  pending 
revenue  bill,  which  will  authorize  the  district  attorneys  to  appear  in 
these  cases  and  remove  them  into  the  federal  courts,  and,  if  necessary, 
carry  them  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  That  if  the 
title  failed,  under  the  decision  of  the  federal  courts,  through  the  want  of 
power  in  the  commissioners  to  sell,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
should  be  authorized  to  repay  the  purchase  money  to  the  purchaser.  If 
such  an  act  was  passed  at  once,  the  suits  could  be  properly  defended. 
If  it  is  noty  the  State  courts  will  destroy  every  one  of  these  titles.  There 
is  an  existing  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money  to  the 
purchaser  when  the  owner  redeems ;  there  can  be  no  reason  why  this 
provision  should  not  extend  to  cases  where  the  title  fails  through  the 
want  of  power  in  the  commissioners,  without  any  fault  in  the  purchaser. 

I  am  very  anxious  that  you  should  act  in  this  matter.  I  have  not  only 
been  defeated  in  the  two  suits,  but  there  are  two  others  pending  against 
me,  and  several  against  others.  1  want  back  my  purchase  money  in  the 
two  suits,  without  the  trouble  of  an  action  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  and 
if  the  Congress  will  confer  the  requisite  authority  on  you,  I  am  willing 
that  you  should  say  whether  I  ought  to  have  it  or  not. 

If  you  will  either  personally,  or  by  reference  to  the  Attorney  General 
or  the  Solicitor,  give  your  early  attention  to  this  subject,  you  will  greatly 
oblige  me.  If  after  examination  you  shall  think  proper  to  recommend 
the  legislation  suggested,  I  will  take  pleasure  in  doing  what  I  can  to 
secnre  the  passage  of  the  bill.  What  is  now  very  important  is,  that  the 
subject  should  receive  your  earliest  convenient  attention. 
Yours,  verv  respectfully, 

L.  E.  CHITTENDEN. 

Hon.  Geo.  S.  Boutwell, 

Seereim-y  of  the  Tremury, 

[Indorsement.] 

Secretary's  Offk^e,  Treasury  Department, 

May  23, 1870. 
KefpectfuUy  referred  to  the  Attorney  General,  by  direction  of  the 
Secietary. 

E.  C.  BARTLETT, 

Private  Secretary. 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houm  of  Representatiren  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Cofigress  assembled,  That  section  seven  of  the  act 
approved  March  3,  1865,  entitled  ''  An  act  farther  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled '  An  act  for  the  collection  of  direct  taxes  in  the  insurrectionary^ 
districts  within  the  United  States  and  for  other  purposes,'  approved 
June  7, 1862,"  be  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words,  to  wit : 
And  provided  furtJier,  That  in  all  cases  where  the  owner  of  any  land  sold 
by  the  board  of  commissioners,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  recover  the 
same  from  the  purchaser,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  by  the  judgment  of  any 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  by  reason  of  a  failure,  without  his  or 
their  fiault  or  neglect,  of  the  title  of  the  purchaser  derived  from  said  sale, 
such  owner,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  pay  to  the  purchaser,  his  heirs  or 
assigns,  the  amount  of  the  taxes  and  penalties  due  to  the  United  States 
on  aecouut  of  the  land  when  sold,  together  with  interest  on  the  amount 
of  said  taxes  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum  per  annum  from  the  time 
the  taxes  became  due,  and  all  the  costs  and  expenses  of  the  sale,  and  of 
nny  subsequent  proceedings  by  the  tax  commissioners  before  such  pur- 
chaser, his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  be  evicted  from  or  turned  out  of  pos- 
session of  the  land  so  recovered,  and  no  writ  to  put  such  owner,  his  heirs 
or  assigns,  in  possession,  shall  issue  until  such  payment  is  made,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  being  satisfied  that  any  purchaser,  his 
heirs  or  assigns,  has  been  evicted  from,  or  turned  out  of,  possession  of 
any  such  land  by  the  judgment  of  said  circuit  court  in  the  manner  be- 
fore mentioned,  is  hereby  authorized,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasurj- 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  repay  to  the  person  or  persons  entitlecl 
thereto  the  remaintler  of  money  originally  paid  by  the  purchaser  of  the 
land  so  recovered,  if  the  same  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury,  after  de- 
ducting therefrom  a  sum  equivalent  to  the  whole  amount  "which  the 
owner,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  is  herein  required  to  pay  to  the  purchaser,  his 
heirs  or  assigns,  before  eviction,  the  amount  so  deducted  to  be  retained 
by  the  United  States  as  a  payment  of  the  taxes,  penalties,  interest  and 
costs,  due  on  account  of  the  land  so  recovered.  And  any  suit  or  action 
now  pending,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  brought  in  any  State  court  to 
recover  the  possession  of  any  such  lands  on  account  of  any  alleged  failiu*e 
in  the  title  derived  from  the  United  States  under  such  sale,  may  at  any 
time  before  the  trial  or  final  hearing  of  the  cause,  be,  by  the  defendant, 
or  if  there  be  more  than  one,  by  the  defendants,  removed  to  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  next  to  be  held  in  the  district  where  the  laud 
is  situated,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  an  act  approved  July  27,  1866, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  removal  of  causes  in  certain  cases  from  State 
courts,"  without  regard  to  the  citizenship  of  the  parties,  or  the  value  of 
the  land,  or  the  amount  in  dispute,  and  all  the  provisions  of  the  last 
named  a<;t  respecting  the  manner  and  effect  of  the  removal,  the  otfering 
of  good  and  sufficient  securities,  and  all  other  matters  and  things  to  be 
done  to  effect  such  removal,  and  the  right  of  said  circuit  court  to  hear 
and  determine  the  cause  of  removal,  shall  apply  with  full  force  and  ef- 
fect to  the  suits,  the  removal  of  which  is  herein  provided  for:  Provided j 
The  defendant,  or  if  there  be  more  than  one,  the  defendants,  shall  make 
it  appear  to  the  satisfsvction  of  the  court  of  the  State  in  which  the  peti- 
tion for  removal  is  tiled,  by  filing  an  affidavit  to  that  effect  or  otherwise, 
that  the  validity  of  a  title  derived  from  a  sale  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  relating  to  direct  taxes,  is  involved  in  the  suit,  and  that 
he  is  or  they  are  interested  in  maintaining  the  validity  thereof. 
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MESSAGE 

OF    TllK 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE   UNITED  STATES 


COMM  U  N IC  ATING 


Infotfiuition  and  making  certain  recommendations  in  relation  to  the  exist- 
ing iiisurrectioii  in]Cuba. 


JiTCK  13, 1870. — Read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  R«*latioii»,  and  ordered  to- 
be  printed. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

In  my  annual  message  to  Congress,  at  the  beginning  of  its  present 
session," I  referred  to  the  contest  which  had  then  for  more  than  a  year 
existed  in  the  island  of  Cuba  between  a  portion  of  its  inhabitants  and 
the  government  of  Spain,  and  the  feelings  and  sympatliies  of  the  people 
and  government  of  the  United  States  for  the  i)eople  of  Cuba,  as  for  all 
peoples  struggling  for  liberty  and  self-government,  and  said  that  "  the 
contest  has  at  no  time  assumed  the  conditions  which  amount  to  war,  in 
the  sense  of  international  law,  or  which  would  show  the  existence  of  a 
de  facto  political  organization  of  the  insurgents  suflicient  to  justify  a 
reoofgnition  of  belligerency." 

During  the  six  months  which  have  passed  since  the  date  of  that  mes- 
sage, the  condition  of  the  insurgents  has  not  improved ;  and  the  insur- 
rection itself,  although  not  subdued,  exhibits  no  signs  of  advance,  but 
seems  to  be  confined  to  an  irregular  system  of  hostilities,  carried  on  by 
small  and  illy-armed  bands  of  men,  roaming,  without  concentration, 
tlirongh  the  woods  and  the  sparsely-populated  regions  of  the  island, 
attacking  from  auibush  convoys  and  small  bands  of  troops,  burning 
plantations  and  the  estates  of  those  not  sympathizing  with  their  cause. 

But  if  the  insuiTection  has  not  gained  ground,  it  is  equally  true  that 
Spain  has  not  suppressed  it.  Climate,  disease,  and  the  occasional  bul- 
let have  worked  destruction  among  the  soldiers  of  Spain ;  and  although 
the  Spanish  authorities  have  i)OSsession  of  every  sea-port  and  every 
town  on  the  island,  they  have  not  been  able  to  subdue  the  hostile  feel- 
ing which  has  driven  a  considerable  number  of  the  native  inhabitants 
of  the  island  to  armed  resistance  against  Spain,  and  still  leads  them  to 
endure  the  dangers  and  the  privations  of  a  roaming  life  of  guerilla  war- 
fare. 

On  either  side  the  contest  has  been  conducted,  and  is  still  carried  on, 
with  a  lamentable  disregard  of  human  life,  and  of  the  rules  and  prac- 
tices which  modern  civilization  has  prescribed  in  mitigation  of  the  neces- 
fsiry  horrors  of  war.  The  torch  of  Spaniard  and  of  Cuban  is  alike  busy 
in  canning  devastation  over  fertile  regions ;  murderous  and  revengeful 
decrees  are  issued  and  executed  by  both  parties.    Count  Valmaseda 
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and  Colonel  Boet,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  have  each  startled  hamanity  and 
aroused  the  indignation  of  the  civilized  world  by  the  execution,  each, 
of  a  score  of  prisoners  at  a  time,  while  General  Quesada,  the  Cuban 
chief,  cooly  and  with  apparent  unconciousness  of  aught  else  than  a 
proper  act,  has  admitted  the  slaughter  by  his  own  deliberate  order,  in 
one  day,  of  upward  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  of  war. 

A  summary  trial,  with  few,  if  any,  escapes  from  conviction,  followed 
by  immediate  execution,  is  the  fate  of  those  arrested  on  either  side,  on 
suspicion  of  infidelity  to  the  cause  of  the  party  making  the  arrest. 

Whatever  may  be  the  sympathies  of  the  people  or  of  the  goverument 
of  the  United  States  for  the  cause,  or  objects  for  which  a  part  of  the 
people  of  Cuba  are  understood  to  have  put  themselves  in  armed  resist- 
ance to  the  government  of  Spain,  there  can  be  no  just  sympathy  in 
a  conflict  carried  on  by  both  parties  alike  in  such  barbarous  violation 
of  the  rules  of  civilized  natious,  and  with  such  continued  outrage  upon 
the  plainest  principles  of  humanity. 

We  cannot  discrimiuate  in  oar  censure  of  their  mode  of  conducting 
their  contest  between  the  Spaniards  and  the  Cubans ;  each  commit  tlie 
same  atrocities  and  outrage  alike  the  established  rules  of  war. 

The  properties  of  many  of  our  citizens  have  been  destroyed  or  em- 
bargoed, the  lives  of  several  have  been  sacrificed,  and  the  liberty  of 
others  has  been  restrained.  In  every  case  that  has  come  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  goverument,  an  early  and  earnest  demand  for  rei>- 
aration  and  iutleninity  has  been  made,  and  most  emjihatic  remonstrance 
has  been  presented  against  tiie  manner  in  which  the  strife  is  conducted, 
and  against  the  reckless  disregard  of  humau  life,  the  wanton  destruc- 
tion of  material  wealth,  and  the  cruel  disregard  of  the  established  ru1e8 
of  civilized  warfare. 

I  have,  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  com- 
municated to  the  House  of  lie[)resentatives,  upon  their  request,  an  ac- 
count of  the  steps  which  I  had  taken,  in  the  hope  of  bringing  this  sad 
conflict  to  an  end,  and  of  securing  to  the  people  of  Cuba  the  blessin«2^s 
and  the  right  of  independent  self-government.  The  eftbrts  thus  made 
failed,  but  not  without  an  assurance  from  Spain  that  the  good  oflices  of 
this  government  might  still  avail  for  the  objects  to  which  tliey  had  been 
addressed. 

During  the  whole  contest  the  remarkable  exhibition  has  been  made 
of  large  numbers  of  Cubans  escaping  from  the  island  and  avoiding  the 
risks  of  war;  congregating  in  this  country  at  a  safe  distance  from  the 
scene  of  danger,  and  endeavoring  to  make  war  from  our  shores  to  urge 
our  people  into  the  fight,  which  they  avoid,  and  to  embroil  this  govern- 
ment in  complications  and  possible  hostilities  with  Spain.  It  can  scarce 
be  doubted  that  this  last  result  is  the  real  object  of  these  parties,  al- 
though carefully  covered  under  the  deceptive  and  apparently  plausible 
demand  for  a  mere  recognition  of  belligerency. 

It  is  stated,  on  what  I  have  reason  to  regard  as  good  authority, 
that  Cuban  bonds  have  been  prepared  to  a  large  amount,  whose  pay- 
ment is  made  dejiendent  upon  the  recognition  by  the  United  States  of 
either  Cuban  belligerency  or  independence.  The  object  of  making 
their  value  thus  contingent  upon  the  action  of  this  government  is  a 
subject  for  serious  reflection. 

In  determining  the  course  to  be  adopted  on  the  demand  thus  made 
for  a  recognition  of  belligerency,  the  liberal  and  peaceful  principles 
adopted  by  the  *'  father  of  his  country'-  and  the  eminent  statesmen  of 
his  day,  and  followed  by  succeeding  chief  magistrates  and  the  men  of 
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their  day,  may  funiisli  a  safe  guide  to  those  of  us  now  charged  with  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  public  safety. 

From  1789  to  1815  the  dominant  thought  of  our  statesmen  was  to  keep 
the  United  States  out  of  the  wars  which  were  devastating  Europe-  The 
discassion  of  measures  of  neutrality  begins  with  the  State  papers  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  when  Secretary  of  State.  He  shows  that  they  are  measures 
of  national  right  as  well  as  of  national  duty ;  that  misguided  individual 
citizens  cannot  be  tolerated  in  making  war  according  to  their  own  ca> 
price,  passions,  interests,  or  foreign  sympathies ;  that  the  agents  of  for- 
eign governments,  recognized  or  unrecognized,  cannot  be  permitted  to 
abuse  our  hospitality  by  usurping  the  functions  of  enlisting  or  equipping 
military  or  naval  forces  within  our  territory.  Washington  inaugurated 
the  policy  of  neutrality  and  of  absolute  abstinence  from  all  foreign  en- 
tangling alliances,  which  resulted,  in  1794,  in  the  first  municipal  enact- 
ment for  the  observance  of  neutrality. 

The  duty  of  opi)osition  to  filibustering  has  been  admitted  by  every 
President.  Washington  encountered  the  efforts  of  Genet  and  the  French 
revolutionists ;  John  Adams,  the  projects  of  Miranda ;  Jefferson,  the 
tfchemes  of  Aaron  Burr.  Madison  and  subsequent  Pi^sidents  had  to 
deal  with  the  question  of  foreign  enlistment  or  equipment  in  the  United 
States,  and  since  the  days  of  John  Quincy  Adams  it  has  been  one  of  the 
constant  cares  of  government  in  the  United  States  to  prevent  piratical 
exjieditions  against  the  feeble  Spanish-American  republics  from  leaving 
our  shores.  In  no  country  are  men  wanting  for  any  enterprise  that 
holds  out  promise  of  adventure  or  of  gain. 

In  the  early  days  of  our  national  existence  the  whole  continent  of 
America,  (outside  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States,)  and  all  its  islands, 
were  in  colonial  dependence  upon  European  powers. 

The  revolutions  which,  from  1 810,  spread  almost  simultaneously  through 
all  the  Spanish -American  continental  colonies,  resulted  in  the  establish- 
ment of  new  states,  like  ourselves,  of  European  origin,  and  interested 
in  excluding  European  politics  and  the  questions  of  dynasty  and  of 
balances  of  power  from  further  influence  in  the  New  World. 

The  American  policj'  of  neutrality,  important  before,  became  doubly 
so,  from  the  fact  that  it  became  applicable  to  the  new  republics  as  well 
as  to  the  mother  country. 

It  then  devolved  upon  us  to  determine  the  great  international  ques- 
tion, at  what  time  and  under  what  circumstances  to  recognize  a  new 
power  as  entitled  to  a  place  among  the  famil}'  of  nations,  as  well  as  the 
])reliminary  question  of  the  attitude  to  be  observed  by  this  government 
toward  the  insurrectionary  party,  pending  the  contest. 

3Ir.  Monroe  concisely  expressed  the  rule  which  has  controlled  the  ac- 
tion of  this  government  with  reference  to  revolting  colonies  pending 
their  struggle,  by  sajing,  *'  As  soon  as  the  movement  assumed  such  a 
steady  and  consistent  form  as  to  make  the  success  of  the  provinces  prob- 
able, the  rights  to  which  they  were  entitled,  by  the  laws  of  nations  as 
equal  parties  to  a  civil  war,  were  extended  to  them." 

The  strict  adherence  to  this  rule  of  public  policy  has  been  one  of  the 
highest  honors  of  American  statesmanship,  and  has  secured  to  this  gov- 
ernment the  confidence  of  the  feeble  i>owers  on  this  continent,  which  in- 
duces them  to  rely  upon  its  friendship  and  absence  of  designs  of  cou- 
(luest,  and  to  look  to  the  United  States  for  example  and  moral  protec- 
tion. It  has  given  to  this  government  a  position  of  prominence  and  of 
influence  which  it  should  not  abdicate,  but  which  imposes  upon  it  the 
most  delicate  duties  of  right  and  of  honor  reganling  American  ques- 
tions, whether  those  questions  affect  emancipated  colonies,  or  colonies 
still  subject  to  European  dominions. 
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The  question  of  belligerency  is  one  of  fact  not  to  be  decided  by  syuipa- 
thies  for  or  prejudices  against  either  party.  The  relations  between  the 
parent  state  and  the  insurgents  must  amount,  in  fact,  to  war,  in  the 
sense  of  int43rnational  law.  Fighting,  though  tierce  and  protracted, 
does  not  alone  constitute  war;  there  must  ba  militsiry  forces  acting  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  and  customs  of  war,  flags  of  truce,  cartels, 
exchange  of  prisoners,  &c.,  and  to  justify  a  recognition  of  belliger- 
ency, there  must  be  above  all  a  de  facto  political  organization  of  the 
insurgents  sufficient  in  character  and  resources  to  constitute  it,  if  left 
to  itself,  a  state  among  nations  capable  of  discharging  the  duties  of  a 
state,  and  of  meeting  the  just  responsibilities  it  may  incur  as  such 
toward  other  powers  in  the  discharge  of  its  national  duties. 

Applying  the  best  information  which  1  have  been  enabled  to  gather, 
whether  from  official  or  unofficial  sources,  including  the  very  exaggerated 
statements  which  each  party  gives  to  all  that  may  prejudice  the  oppo- 
site or  give  credit  to  its  own  side  of  the  question,  I  am  unable  to  see, 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  contest  in  Cuba,  those  elements  which 
are  requisite  to  constitute  war  in  the  sense  of  international  law. 

The  insurgents  hold  no  town  or  city ;  have  no  established  seat  of  gov- 
ernment ;  they  have  no  prize  courts ;  no  organization  for  the  receiving 
and  collecting  of  revenue ;  no  sea-port  to  which  a  prize  may  be  carried, 
or  through  which  access  can  be  had  by  a  foreign  power  to  the  limited 
interior  territory  and  mountain  fastnesses  which  they  occupy.  The  ex- 
istence of  a  legislature  representing  any  popular  constituency  is  more 
than  doubtful. 

In  the  uncertainty  that  hangs  around  the  entire  insurrection,  there  is       j 
no  palpable  evidence  of  an  election,  of  any  delegated  authority,  or  of      ' 
any  government  outside  the  limits  of  the  camps  occupied  from  day  to 
day  by  the  roving  companies  of  insurgent  troops;  there  is  no  commerce, 
no  trade  either  internal  or  foreign,  no  manufactures. 

The  late  commander-in-chief  of  the  insurgents,  having  recently  come  j 
to  the  United  States,  publicly  declared  that  "  all  commercial  intercourse  j 
or  trade  with  the  exterior  world  has  been  utterly  cut  oflf;"  and  he  further  ! 
added,  "To-day  w^e  have  not  ten  thousand  arms  in  Cuba.^ 

It  is  a  well  established  principle  of  public  law  that  a  recognition  by      I 
a  foreign  state  of  belligerent  rights  to  insurgents  under  circumstanct^s      i 
such  as  now  exist  in  Cuba,  if  not  justified  by  necessity,  is  a  gratuitous       | 
demonstration  of  moral  support  to  the  rebellion.    Such  necessity  may 
yet  hereafter  arrive,  but  it  has  not  yet  arrived,  nor  is  its  probability 
clearly  to  be  seen. 

If  it  be  war  between  Spain  and  Cuba,  and  be  so  recognized,  it  is  our 
duty  to  provide  for  the  consequences  which  may  ensue  in  the  embar- 
rassment to  our  commerce  and  the  interference  with  our  revenue. 

If  belligerency  be  recognized,  the  commercial  marine  of  the  United 
States  becomes  liable  to  search  and  to  seizure  by  the  commissioned 
cruisers  of  both  parties — they  become  subject  to  the  adjudication  of 
prize  courts. 

Our  large  coastwise  trade  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf  States, 
and  between  both  and  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  the  states  of  South 
America,  (engaging  the  larger  i>art  of  our  commercial  marine,)  passes, 
of  necessity,  almost  in  sight  of  the  island  of  Cuba.  Under  the  treaty 
with  Spain  of  1795,  as  well  as  by  the  law  of  nations,  our  vessels  will  be 
liable  to  visit  on  the  high  seas.  In  case  of  belligerency  the  carrying  of 
(contraband,  which  now  is  lawful,  becomes  liable  to  the  risks  of  seizure 
and  condemnation.  The  parent  government  becomes  relieved  from 
responsibility  for  acts  done  in  the  insurgent  territory,  and  acquires  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CUBA.  5 

right  to  exercise  against  neutral  commerce  all  the  powers  of  a  party  to 
a  maritime  war.  To  what  consequences  the  exercise  of  those  powers 
may  lead  is  a  question  which  I  desire  to  commend  to  the  serious  con- 
sideration of  Congress. 

In  view  of  the  gravity  of  this  question  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
invite  the  attention  of  the  war-msiking  power  of  the  country  to  all  the 
relations  and  bearings  of  the  question  in  connection  with  the  declara- 
tion of  neutrality  and  granting  of  belligerent  rights. 

There  is  not  a  de  facto  government  in  the  island  of  Cuba  sufficient  to 
execute  law  and  maintain  just  relations  with  other  nations.  Spain  has 
not  been  able  to  suppress  the  opposition  to  Spanish  rule  on  the  island, 
nor  to  award  speedy  justice  to  other  nations,  or  citizens  of  other  nations, 
when  their  rights  have  been  invaded. 

There  are  serious  complications  growing  out  of  the  seizure  of  Ameri- 
can vessels  upon  the  high  seas,  executing  American  citizens  without 
proper  trial,  and  confiscating  or  embargoing  the  property  of  American 
citizens.  Solemn  protests  have  been  made  against  every  infraction  of 
the  rights  either  of  individual  citizens  of  the  United  States  or  the  rights 
of  our  flag  upon  the  high  seas,  and  all  proper  steps  have  been  taken 
and  are  being  iiressed  for  the  proper  reparation  of  every  indignity  com- 
plained of. 

Tlie  question  of  belligerency,  however,  which  is  to  be  decided  upon 
definite  principles  and  according  to  ascertained  facts,  is  entirely  differ- 
ent from  and  unconnected  with  the  other  questions  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  strife  is  carried  on  on  both  sides  and  the  treatment  of  our 
citizens  entitled  to  our  protection. 

The  questions  concern  our  own  dignity  and  reponsibility,  and  they 
Lave  been  made,  as  I  have  said,  the  subjects  of  repeated  communications 
with  Spain  and  of  protests  and  demands  for  redress  on  our  part.  It  is 
hoped  that  these  will  not  be  disregarded;  but  should  they  be,  these 
questions  will  be  made  the  subject  of  a  further  communication  to  Con- 
gress. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 

Executive  Mansion,  June  13,  1870. 
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l»t  Sesaion.      )  \    No.  100. 


LETTER 


THE   SECRETAEY  OF  WAE 

COMMUNICATIXG, 

In  eompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  June  20, 18G8,  the  report 
and  survey  of  the  officer  acting  as  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  relative  to  the  new  Nary  Yard  bridge  across  theAnacostia  rirer. 


March  22, 18G9. — KefeiTe<l  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Coliimhin. 
JrxK  2i\  1870.— Oraered  to  he  print<Ml. 


War  Department,  March  20,  1869. 
The  Secretary-  of  War,  in  compliance  with  the  resohition  of  the  United 
States  Senate/dated  June  20,  18G8,  has  the  honor  to  submit  the  report 
and  survey  therein  required  from  the  officer  actiu«:  as  Commissioner  of 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  relative  to  a  new  Navy  Yard  bridge  across 
the  Anacostia,  in  the  District  of  Oohimbia. 

JXO.  A.  liAWLIXS, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Headqi:arters  Corps  of  Engineers, 

Washington,  D.  6'.,  March  1,  18G9. 
General.  :  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  of  June  20,  18G8,  directing  "  that  the  officer  acting  as  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  be  directed  to  make  a  survey  of 
the  lower  bridge,  known  as  the  Navy  Yard  bridge,  across  the  Anacostia, 
and  report  a  plau  for  a  permanent  structure  across  the  same,  at  or  near 
the  present  site,  capable  of  sustaining  a  railway  track  and  cars,  with  a 
footway  on  each  side  of  the  carriage  track,  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  the  same,'^  I  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  Brevet  Brigadier  (ieu- 
ejal  N.  Michler,  major  of  engineers,  and  accompanying  drawings,  in 
relation  to  the  same. 

Verv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadier  General  of  Epigineers,  Commanding, 
Major  General  J.  M.  Sciiofield,  Secretary  of  War. 


Office  of  Public  Buildings,  Grounds, 

AND  Works,  United  States  Capitol, 

Washington,  D,  C,  January  'M,  1800. 
General:  In  reply  to  a  resolution  passed  by  the  United  States  Sen- 
ate, towards  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  ('ongress,  I  have  the  honor 
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to  submit  a  report,  map  of  locality,  and  plans  and  estimates  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  permanent  bridge  across  the  Anacostia  or  Eastern  Branch 
of  the  Potomac  river.    The  resolution  reads  as  follows : 

That  the  officer  acting  uh  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  anil  Grounds  he  directed 
to  make  a  survej'  of  the  lower  bridge,  known  n»  the  Navy  Yard  bridge,  acro88  the  Aua- 
costia,  and  report  a  idau  for  a  permanent  structure  across  the  same,  at  or  near  the  pre- 
sent site,  capable  of  sustaining  a  railway  track  and  cars,  with  a  footway  on  e;ich  Hide 
of  the  carriage  track ;  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  same." 

The  importance  of  a  permanent  and  substantial  bridge  across  the 
Anacostia,  at  or  near  the  point  indicated,  has  been  sufficiently  well 
established.  The  present  structure  forms  one  of  the  principal  avenues 
leading  ijito  the  capital,  and  is  kept  in  most  constant  use ;  a  continuous 
line  of  foot  passengers,  horsemen,  carriages  and  wagons  can  be  daily 
seen  passing  over  it  either  entering  or  leaving  the  city ;  the  travel  seems 
uninterrupted.  Great  quantities  of  the  products  of  the  neighboring 
farms  and  gardens,  and  large  numbers  of  cattle,  shee]>,  and  swine  reach 
the  markets  by  this  bridge,  and  very  considerably  increase  the  supplies 
of  the  animal  and  vegetable  kind  needed  for  consumption.  A  large 
amount  of  various  commodities,  the  necessity  and  demand  for  which 
so  materially  interests  the  largel^^  increasing  population  of  Washington, 
pass  over  it.  The  bridge  also  connects  the  city  with  that  very  thriving 
locality  known  as  Uniontown,  at  present  numbering  veiy  nearly  three 
thousand  inhabitants.  This  place  is  constantly  increasing,  and  will  be- 
come, in  time,  quite  an  important  suburb  to  the  capital,  sustained  as  it 
is  by  a  very  fine  agricultural  country.  Many  persons  connected  with 
the  government  departments  reside  there,  and  have  daily  to  cross  and 
recross  the  bridge. 

The  following  figures  will  show  the  average  amount  of  travel  over  it 
for  one  month :  Foot  passengers,  21,654 ;  horses  and  riders,  1,195 ;  horses 
and  carriages,  7,408;  teams  and  wagons,  5,920;  cattle,  367;  hogs,  2(>3: 
sheep,  412.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  count  was  kept  from  sun- 
rise to  sunset  of  each  day,  and  that  a  large  proportion  of  those  engaged 
in  marketing  pass  generally  during  the  night  in  time  to  be  at  their 
stands  by  the  break  of  day. 

These  facts  prove  the  necessity  of  having  a  substantial  bridge ;  aud, 
as  the  population  of  the  capital  is  constantly  and  rapidly  enlarging,  the 
greater  becomes  the  necessity  for  one,  in  order  to  be  able  to  meet  the 
increased  demand  for  supplies.  It  should  not  only  be  a  permanent 
stnicture,  possessed  of  such  durability  and  strength  as  to  support  the 
heaviest  weight  that  any  future  and  sudden  emergency  may  require, 
but,  being  a  grand  avenue  of  approach  to  the  capitiil  of  a  great  nation, 
it  should  be  a  masteri)iece  of  bridge  architecture.  There  arc  now  two 
bridges  across  the  Anacostia,  separated  from  each  other  by  about  two 
and  a  half  miles.  The  upper,  or  Benning's  bridge,  is  a  structure  on 
piles ;  it  has  recently  been  almost  entirely  rebuilt,  and  is  now  in  excel- 
lent order.  The  lower,  or  K^avy  Yard  bridge,  was  constructed  in  1819, 
and  is  in  very  good  repair  for  one  of  its  kind  ;  it  will,  however,  con- 
stantly require  repairs,  and  be  an  annual  expense,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  amount  of  travel  over  it.  There  was  formerly  another  one,  known 
as  the  Middle  bridge,  in  prolongation  of  the  eastern  terminus  of  Penn- 
sylvania avenue ;  this  was  built  in  1805  and  1806,  and  was  biu-nt  in 
July,  1814,  by  the  troops  upon  their  retreat  after  the  battle  of  Bladens- 
burg.  It  was  repaired  during  the  following  year,  but  in  consequence  of 
the  close  proximity  to  the  lower  one,  and  the  amount  of  traffic  over  the 
Eastern  Branch  at  the  time  not  justifying  the  expense  of  keeping  the 
two  in  order,  it  was  allowed  to  go  to  <lestruction ;  only  a  few  piles  now 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BRIDGE   ACROSS  THE   ANACOSTIA  RIVER.  » 

remain  to  indicate  that  it  every  existed.  The  site  for  a  new  bridge,  ac- 
cording to  the  Senate  resolution,  is  to  be  at  or  near  the  present  one. 
After  a  careful  examination  and  survey  of  the  Eastern  Branch  above  and 
below  the  Ifavy  Yard  bridge,  and  upon  due  consideration  of  the  various 
interests,  both* public  and  private,  which  bear  upon  tbe  question,  not 
only  so  far  a«  the  present  is  considered,  but  in  anticipation  of  the  great 
changes  that  may  reasonably  be  entertained  in  respect  to  the  future 
growth  and  extent  of  the  city  and  its  suburbs  in  this  direction,  it  would 
appear  that  the  most  suitable  locality  for  a  new  and  permanent  struct- 
ure is  at  the  terminus  of  Virginia  avenue.  It  will  also  be  shown  that, 
in  an  economical  point  of  view  and  ibr  many  practical  reasons,  the  site 
referred  to  will  prove  the  most  advantageous,  and  that  the  approaches 
to  the  bridge  on  either  bank  will  be  more  grand  and  convenient.  An 
inspection  of  the  map  of  the  locality,  which  accompanies  this  report, 
will  exhibit  the  relative  positions  of  the  ditlVreut  sites,  and  the  several 
approaches  leading  to  them. 

The  Navy  Yard  bridge,  the  one  now  in  use,  has  but  one  street  (Eleventh) 
leading  directly  to  it  from  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  avenues,  two  of 
the  most  important  lines  of  communication  running  longitudinally 
through  the  city,  although  by  other  numeral  streets  the  bridge  can 
gradually  be  approached;  still,  before  reaching  it,  the  travel  has  to  con- 
centrate entirely  upon  Eleventh. 

The  axis  of  this  bridge  is  perpendicular  to  the  channel,  the  width  of 
the  latter,  between  the  curves  of  nine  feet,  being  three  hundred  and 
thirty-four  feet,  and  the  length  of  the  structure,  including  causeway  at 
south*  end,  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-four  feet.  Profiles  of 
cross  sections  of  the  bed  of  the  river  are  shown,  giving  the  depth  of 
water  at  every  hundred  feet. 

The  two  main  streets  of  Uniontown,  or  rather  the  roads  toward  Marl- 
borough and  the  Insane  Asylum,  unite  near  the  terminus  of  the  cause- 
waj*.  Should  a  bridge  be  built  from  the  pier  at  the  north  end  of  the 
present  one,  across  to  the  nearest  point  of  land  on  the  opposite  bank,  it« 
length  would  be  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet,  its 
axis  being  oblique  to  the  channel ;  the  latter  would  measure  three  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  feet  along  the  same  line.  This,  too,  could  only  be 
approached  by  one  street,  (Eleventh,)  and  the  south  end  be  somewhat 
removed  Irom  parts  of  Uniontown. 

A  further  examination  of  the  map  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
old  site  of  the  Middle  bridge,  at  the  termini  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ken- 
tacky  avenues,  would  be  a  most  suitable  locality,  as  these  two  commu- 
nications radiate  toward  the  heart  of  the  city.  ^  The  direct  line  of  travel 
along  the  first  is,  however,  broken  by  the  Capitol  building  and  the  ad- 
joining grounds,  and  the  traflSc  is  already  so  great  as  to  render  it  advis- 
able to  divert  it  as  much  as  practicable  from  the  main  and  important 
thoroughfare.  The  width  of  this  portion  of  the  river  is  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  feet;  a  narrow  neck  of  land  or  causeway, 
extending  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  from  the  south  bank,  causes 
it  to  contract  its  breadth.  A  bridge  thrown  from  bank  to  bank  would, 
therefore,  have  to  be  at  least  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
in  length.  Its  axis^would  be  perpendicular  to  the  channel,  the  latter 
measuring  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  feet  between  the  curves  of  nine 
feet. 

An  intermediate  site  lor  a  permanent  structure  between  those  al- 
ready described  is  that  at  the  terminus  of  Virginia  avenue.  The  river 
is  more  narrow  there  than  at  either  of  the  other  points,  being  only  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  seventeen  feet  from  shore  to  shore;  the 
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width  of  the  channel,  between  the  curves  of  nine  feet,  is  two  hundred 
and  seventy  feet,  more  than  sixty  feet  less  than  where  the  present  bridfje 
stands.  The  approach  to  the  bridge  at  this  site  would  be  by  one  of  the 
most  magnificent  avenues  of  the  city;  the  latter  is  not  only  intersecteil 
along  its  whole  length  by  a  large  number  of  the  numeral  streets  of  the 
city,  but  its  dimensions  are  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  anj- 
amount  of  traffic  that  may  be  required  by  the  wants  of  the  community. 
A  careful  inspection  of  the  map  will  show  the  great  advantage  of  such 
a  selection.  A  bridge  built  at  this  point  would  be  as  accessible  for  por- 
tions of  Uniontown  as  the  present  one,  and  will  certainly  be  more  con- 
venient to  the  best  agricultural  regions  of  country  south  of  the  Ana- 
costia. 

In  its  gradual  growth  Uniontown  will  extend  up  the  river,  and  in 
time  the  bridge  may  become  a  central  feature  of  the  town.  For  some 
little  distance  back  from  the  water  on  that  side  the  gi'ound  is  quite 
Jevel,  rising  from  five  to  ten  feet  above  high  tide;  a  road  from  the  bridge 
of  easy  gradient  would  therefore  have  to  be  constructed.  On  the  north 
side  the  banks  are  very  high  and  steep,  but  the  approaches  to  the  bridge 
by  Virginia  avenue  and  Fourteenth  street,  which  meet  at  the  proposed 
site,  can  be  made  of  very  easy  gradients  for  street  railways  or  any  other 
moile  of  transportation.  The  advantages  i>ossessed,  therefore,  by  the 
locality  at  the  terminus  of  Virginia  avenue  may  be  summed  up  as  fol- 
lows: In  the  first  place,  broader  and  grander  approaches  to  the  bridge 
are  offered  here,  the  site  being  the  more  convenient  and  accessible  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  public  generally,  both  as  regards  the  present 
and  future  interests  of  the  city;  in  the  second  place,  the  narrower  width 
of  the  river  from  bank  to  bank  will  cause  a  very  exinsiderable  reduction 
of  the  length  of  the  proposed  structure  over  the  existing  one,  thereby 
very  greatly  diminishing  the  cost  of  building;  in  the  third  place,  the 
width  of  the  channel  at  this  point,  as  stated  above,  is  nearly  sixty  feet 
less  that  at  the  present  site.  It  may  be  found  necessary,  and  the  law 
may  require,  tbat  the  channel  be  bridged  by  but  one  span,  which,  at  the 
proposed  locality,  could  be  made  much  shorter  than  where  the  bridge 
now  stands.  One  of  the  proposed  routes  by  which  the  Baltimore  and 
Potomac  railroad  desires  to  enter  the  city,  is  from  a  point  on  the  Eastern 
Branch  some  little  distance  to  the  north  and  above  the  terminus  of 
Virginia  avenue,  and  thence  running  through  some  private  property 
toward  the  intersection  of  the  latter  with  Twelfth  street;  here  it  is 
intended  to  pass  under  the  roadway  of  the  avenue  by  a  tunnel.  Should 
this  route  be  selected,  the  railroad  would  not  interfere  with  the  contem- 
plated bridge,  as  it  is  no  unusual  experiment  to  accommodate  steam 
railway  traffic  and  ordinary  travel  even  on  the  very  same  structure.  It 
does  not  appear,  therefore,  that  any  very  serious  objection  can  be  urged 
against  the  locality  in  question.  By  building  a  bridge  at  any  other  site 
than  where  the  present  one  stands,  the  travel  over  the  latter  would  not 
be  interrupted;  this  would  be  the  case  if  a  selection  were  made  of  that 
locality.  The  channel  of  the  Anacostia  is  sufficiently  wide  and  deep  to 
enable  seti-going  vessels  to  carry  the  materials  for  the  superstructure 
and  piers  to  any  one  of  the  designated  points,  and  they  can  therefore  be 
ship]>ed  from  anj'  one  of  the  Atlantic  ports.  The 'nature  of  the  soil  at 
the  bottom  of  the  river  is  hard  sand  covered  with  a  layer  of  mud.  The 
channel  of  the  river  has  been  gradually  filling  up  for  years  past.  Where 
formerly  vessels  could  ascend  to  Bladensburg,  and  load  with  freight  for 
European  ports,  it  is  now  scarcely  possible  for  even  scows  to  go  much 
higher  up  than  the  government  reservation  ui>on  which  the  army  and 
navy  powder  magazines  are  located.    Owing  to  the  great  width  of  the 
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bed  of  the  river  very  little  damage  lias  beeu  done  by  freshets;  uor  has 
any  been  experienced  from  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  upon  the  opening 
of  spring.  The  current  is  very  gentle,  and  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tides 
is  scareely  three  feet. 

There  scarcely  seems  to  be  any  necessity  for  discussing  the  subject  of 
keeping  open  or  improving  the  channel,  a«  it  appears  from  the  records 
that  but  little  use  is  made  of  it  at  present;  some  one  or  two  vessels  or 
scows  pass  through  the  draw  of  the  !Navy  Yard  bridge  each  we^k,  never 
averaging  more  than  four  at  the  busiest  season.  In  view  of  these  facts,  and 
for  economical  considerations,  and  to  give  that  uniformity  and  architectu- 
ral effect  so  pleasing  to  tiie  eye,  the  ibllowing  recommendations  are  sug- 
gested :  The  bridge  to  have  a  total  length  of  one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  fifty  feet,  and  to  be  constructed  of  equal  spans  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  each  between  the  centers  of  the  piers;  the  spans,  nine  in  num- 
ber, to  be  all  permanent,  or  eight  x)ermanent,  w^ith  one  draw  span  having 
two  openings  of  sixty  feet  each;  each  span  to  consist  of  two  trusses,  the 
width  of  the  roadway  to  be  twenty-two  feet  in  the  clear,  with  a  footwalk 
six  feet  in  the  clear  on  each  side  of  it,  and  to  be  capable  of  sustaining 
a  double  railway  track  for  steam  trains,  and  the  weight  of  a  locomotive, 
tenders,  and  cars,  in  addition  to  its  own  weight ;  the  superstructure  of 
the  bridge  to  be  of  iron  of  some  improved  and  well-tested  plan ;  the  sub- 
structure to  be  of  stone  abutments  and  piers,  the  masonry  to  be  erected 
on  timber  platforms  laid  upon  piles  driven  in  the  bottom  to  the  greatest 
depth  possible  and  sawed  off  a  few  feet  above  the  sand,  the  intervals 
between  the  piles  and  the  spaC/C  around  them  to  be  filled  with  stone  and 
cement.  The  above  length  of  span  was  adopted,  as  it  is  well  established 
that  the  shortening  of  the  spans  of  a  bridge  diminishes  the  cost,  and  a 
reduction  can  also  be  generally  made  in  the  size  of  the  piers;  and  as  an 
iron  truss,  which  creates  no  thrust,  but  simply  exerts  a  vertical  pressure 
on  the  piers,  has  been  re<;ommended  for  the  superstructure,  the  piers 
and  abutments  can  be  b.uilt  of  still  less  material  than  if  the  plan  of  an 
arch  bridge  were  adopted.  The  materials  for  the  piles  and  masonry  can 
be  very  conveniently  obtained;  the  former  are  found  at  different  points 
on  the  Potomac  and  its  tributaries,  and  can  be  readily  shipped  to  the 
desired  locality.  A  few  miles  above  Washington,  on  the  river,  and  along 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  the  very  best  of  building  material,  con- 
sisting of  gray  lime-stone  and  the  Seneca  sand-stone,  can  be  had  in  any 
quantity,  and  can  be  easily  transported  the  entire  distance  from  the 
quarries  b3'  water.  Iron  has  been  preferred  for  the  superstructure  in 
consequence  of  the  great  superiority  of  the  material,  both  in  durability 
and  strength,  over  that  of  timber.  The  different  plans  which  have  been 
adopted  throughout  the  country  for  bridges  constructed  of  this  material 
present  a  light,  bold,  and  striking  appearance,  and  in  many  localities 
the  designs  are  very  highly  ornamental.  In  view  of  the  present  great 
necessity  for  a  permanent  structure  across  the  Anacostia,  in  the  con- 
struction of  which  the  city  of  Washington  is  deeply  interested,  and  in 
anticipation  that  at  some  future  time  a  bridge  may  be  required  for  the 
pari)oses  of  the  government  to  accommodate  both  steam  railway  as  well 
as  local  traffic,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  and  pnident  to  consult  with 
some  of  the  best  known  bridge  companies  in  the  countrj- ,  and  to  invite 
them  to  furnish  drawings  and  specifications,  and  also  to  sub^iit  estimates 
of  the  cost  of  the  different  designs  for  iron  bridges,  such  as  have  been 
already  constructed  and  tested  along  the  lines  of  the  most  important 
railroads  and  over  the  largest  rivers.  The  request  was  cheerfully  com- 
plied with,  and  a  few  of  the  plans  are  submitted  for  examination. 
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A. — Description  of  a  bridge  designed  by  John  W,  Murphy ,  Esq, 

Length  of  bridge,  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  feet;  divided  into  eight 
spans,  each  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet ;  and  one  draw  span  with  two 
openings,  each  sixty  feet.  Bach  span  consists  of  two  trusses  of  wrought 
iron,  twenty  feet  and  one  inch  high,  and  twenty-two  feet  apart  in  the 
clear,  supporting  a  roadway  twenty-two  feet  wide,  and  seventeen  feet 
high  in  clear,  and  two  sidewalks  each  six  feet  wide;  each  truss  is  com- 
posed of  horizontal  upper  and  lower  chords,  vertical  posts  or  braces, 
and  diagonal  suspension  bars;  each  upper  chord  consists  of  four  Mont- 
gomery wrought  iron  beams  four  inches  high,  with  a  varying  section  of 
one  square  inch  for  every  eight  thousand  pounds  of  strain  they  are  sub- 
jected to  by  the  weight  of  the  bridge,  and  a  maximum  load  of  one 
hundred  pounds  upon  each  square  foot  of  its  surface.  Tlie  Montgomery 
beams  are  securely  joined  and  spliced  by  wrought  iron  fish  plates  and 
bolts  throughout  the  entii'e  length  of  the  span.  The  lower  chords  con- 
sist of  four  wrought  iron  I  beams  joined  and  spliced  at  convenient 
lengths  by  wrought  iron  fish  plates  and  bolts;  eiich  beam  is  nine  inches 
in  depth,  with  a  varying  section  of  one  sqimre  inch  for  every  eight 
thousand  pounds  of  strain  they  are  subiected  to  by  the  weight  of  the 
bridge  and  the  niaximum  load.  The  posts  are  of  wrought  iron,  and 
similar  in  form  to  the  beams  composing  the  upper  chord,  but  with  a 
varying  section  of  one  square  inch  for  every  six  thousand  pounds  of 
strain ;  at  each  post  T  curved,  wrought  iron  braces  are  inserted  over 
the  roadway  at  right  angles  with  the  chords.  The  diagonal  tie  bars  are 
flat  bars  with  bored  eyes,  rolled  and  made  full  length  without  welds, 
and  with  a  varying  section  of  one  square  inch  for  every  eight.thousand 
pounds  of  strain.  The  floor  is  supported  upon  wrought  iron  J  l>eams, 
nine  inches  in  depth,  weighing  ninety  pounds  per  yard,  at  such  distances 
apart  that  the  greatest  strain  produced  by  tbe  maximum  load  is  not 
more  than  twenty  thousand  pounds  per  transverse  inch ;  at  every  panel 
the  beams  are  extended  to  the  sidewalks,  and  support  a  wrought  iron 
railing.  In  case  it  is  deemed  desirable  to  support  the  floor  upon  wooden 
beams,  they  shall  be  seven  inches  wide  by  fifteen  inches  deep,  extending 
to  the  sidewalks,  and  supporting  a  wooden  railing  secured  by  wrought 
iron  braces.  The  truss  of  the  draw  span  is  of  the  same  general  plan  as 
the  permanent  spans,  and  is  supported  uiK)n  a  circular  curb,  thirty-two 
feet  in  diameter,  of  wrought  iron,  turned  by  a  rack  and  pinion  in  the 
usual  manner.  The  entire  work  to  be  constructed  of  the  best  American 
iron  doubled  rolled,  no  screws  or  nuts  to  be  used  in  the  main  sustaining 
part  of  the  bridge,  but  the  whole  work  to  be  machine  fitted,  and  exe- 
cuted in  the  most  precise  and  accurate  manner. 

B. — Description  of  a  bridge  designed  by  Mr.  Charles  Kellogg. 

This  bridge  is  of  nine  spans,  each  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and 
divided  into  thirteen  panels;  there  are  two  trusses  supporting  a  road- 
way twenty-two  feet  wide,  and  two  sidewalks,  each  six  feet  wide.  Each 
truss  is  composed  of  upper  and  lower  chprds,  vertical  posts  or  braces, 
and  diagonal  suspension  bars,  and  is  known  as  the  "Pratt  truss.''  The 
top  chords  ^nd  posts  are  composed  of  Phoenix  wrought  iron  patent 
columns,  and  the  lower  chords  and  diagonal  suspension  rods  of  flat  bar 
iron  made  without  welds ;  the  eyes  and  points  for  the  same  being  formed 
by  hydraulic  pressure.  This  method  of  manufacturing  such  parts  for 
bridges  and  other  large  structures  is  superior  to  the  usual  mode  of 
welding  eyes  and  points  on  to    rolled  bars,  and  leaves  no  possibility 
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of  a  flaw  in  the  parts  manufactured.  The  top  chord  connections  and 
angle  blocks,  post  caps  and  feet,  feet  of  end  braces,  separating  plates, 
suspension  washers,  and  wall  plates  are  of  cast  iron,  and  all  other  parts 
of  wrought  iron.  The  different  parts  of  the  bridge  are  proportioned  ac- 
cording to  the  strains  they  have  to  bear,  and  are  the  same  as  those  of  the 
four  spans  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  each,  now  being  constructed  for 
the  government  at  Bock  Island.  The  estimated  weight  of  the  superstruc- 
ture, with  wrought  iron  floor  beams  and  joists,  is  nineteen  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds  i>er  lineal  foot.  Tlie  maximum  moving  load  is  twenty- 
five  hundred  pounds  per  lineal  foot,  making  the  total  weight  of  the 
bridge  and  load  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  per 
lineal  foot. 

C. — Description  of  a  bridge  desigmd  by  the  Keystone  Bridge  Company  of 
PhilcideJphiay  Pennsylvania, 

The  plan  of  superstructure  is  known  as  the  "  Linville  and  Piper  "  patent 
wrought-iron  bridge.  The  superstructure  consists  of  nine  spans,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  each,  divided  into  tv^'elve  panels ;  each  span  has  two 
trusses  twenty-two  feet  apart  in  the  clear,  with  two  sidewalks,  each  six 
feet  w^ide  in  the  clear;  each  truss  is  composed  of  upper  and  lower 
chords,  vertical  posts  or  braees,  and  diagonal  suspension  bars.  The 
upper  chords  are  of  wrought  iron,  composed  of  plates,  I  beams,  and 
Q  bars,  securely  riveted ;  the  lower  cords  are  mainly  "  upset  and  swaged  " 
patent  chord  links  of  best  refined  iron  finished  without  welding.  The 
posts  are  patent  wrought-iron  swelled  posts,  admitting  of  painting  in- 
ternally. ,  The  diagonal  suspension  bars  are  flat  bar-iron,  forged  with  an 
eye  at  the  lower  end,  and  finished  with  a  thread  and  nut  at  the  upper 
end.  Wrought-iron  floor  beams,  weighing  sixty  pounds  per  foot,  are 
suspended  at  the  bases  of  the  posts,  two  beams  to  each  panel  of  the 
bridge.  Tlie  floor  joists  consist  of  seven  lines  of  wrought-iron  6-inch  I 
beams,  under  floor  of  road-way,  four  lines  of  9-inch  I  beams,  ninety 
pounds  to  the  yard,  under  the  stringers,  placed  to  receive  a  railway 
track,  and  six  lines  of  6-iuch  I  beams,  forty  pounds  per  yard,  under 
the  sidewalk.  The  flooring  consists  of  3inch  oak  plank  for  the  road- 
way, and  2-incli  oak  plank  for  the  sidewalks,  which  are  protected  by  a 
neat  and  substantial  railing.  The  trusses  are  eflTectually  braced,  lat- 
erally, by  horizontal  lateral  bracing,  and  have  ornamental  arches  be- 
tween end  posts  of  each  span,  and  ornamental  entrances  at  each  ex- 
tremity. The  ultimate  strength  of  the  structure  is  estimated  to  be  six 
times  the  strength  required  to  resist  fracture  or  failure  under  the  follow- 
ing load :  1st.  The  weight  of  the  superstructure,  including  flooring  and 
railing.  2d.  A  locomotive  weighing  ninety  thousand  pounds,  and  a 
tender  weighing  fifty  thousand  pounds.  3d.  The  remainder  of  the 
bridge  behind  the  locomotive  and  tender  occupied  by  cars,  at  the  rate 
of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds  per  lineal  foot;  making 
the  gross  moving  load  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  and  forty-eight  one 
hundredths  net  tons.  The  load  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty 
l)ounds  per  lineal  foot  is  equal  to  one  hundred  pounds  per  superficial 
foot  of  roadway. 

D. — Description  of  bridge  designed  by  Smithy  Latrobe  &  Co. 

The  superstructure  of  this  bridge  is  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
long,  divided  into  nine  spans  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  each,  sup- 
porting a  roadway  twenty-two  feet  wide  in  the  clear,  and  two  sidewalks 
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each  six  feet  wide.  The  siij)erstnictiire  is  to  be  either  on  the  Fink  sus- 
pension truss  principle,  or  the  single  triangular,  or  Warren  girder  prin- 
ciple. Materials  to  be  of  the  best  quality;  the  upper  chords,  posts  and 
braces  to  be  of  the  Phcenix  column  rolled  iron;  suspension  bars  and 
bottom  chords  to  be  of  flat  eye  bars,  the  eyes  formed  under  hydraulic 
pressure.  All  the  material  that  is  subjected  to  a  tensile  strain  to  be 
capable  of  resisting  at  least  sixty  thousand  i>ounds  per  square  inch  of 
section,  and  all  eye  bars  to  be  test-ed  to  twenty  thousand  pounds  per 
square  inch  before  being  sent  from  the  shops;  factor  of  safety  with 
heaviest  working  load  to  be  six  or  five  as  may  be  desired;  floor  beams 
to  be  wood  or  iron  as  may  l)e  desired;  joists  to  be  of  white  pine,  flooring 
of  white  oak,  hand  railing  substantial,  and  of  wrought  iron. 

E. — Desci'ipiion  of  bridge  designed  by  J.  W,  Loictkrop,  Esq. 

The  superstructure  is  of  iron  in  spans  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
each,  supporting  one  roadway  twenty-four  feet  wide  in  the  clear,  and  two 
sidewalks  each  six  feet  wide  in  the  clear ;  each  span  consists  of  two 
trusses.  The  upper  chords  are  of  wrought  iron,  cylindrical  in  section. 
Each  lower  chord  consists  of  six  bars  of  round  iron  of  a  size  propor- 
tional to  the  strain  caused  by  the  weight  of  the  bridge  and  the  maxi- 
mum load.  The  bars  are  connected  longitudinally  with  long  nuts,  and 
laterally  with  heavy  combination  platesof  cast  iron.  The  posts  are  of  cast 
iron,  and  cylindrical  in  section,  and  so  constructed  as  to  prevent  any 
interior  corrosion,  and  at  the  same  time  admit  of  the  passage  of  the 
main  and  counter  diagonals  through  them.  At  each  i)anel  there  are 
four  main  and  two  counter  suspension  diagonals  of  round  iron,  secured 
to  the  upper  and  lower  chords  by  means  of  threads  and  nuts.  The  floor 
beams  are  wTouglit  iron  I  girders  fifteen  inches  deep  in  pairs,  braced 
with  lateral  brace  rods  in  each  panel;  they  are  suspended  from  and 
bolted  securely  to  the  combination  plates  and  are  also  bolted  to  each 
other.  The  flooring  is  white  oak  two  and  one-half  inches  thick  laid  on 
stringers  of  white  pine.  The  sidewalks  are  white  pine  two  inches  thick 
laid  on  joists  of  white  pine.  The  bridge  to  be  strong  enough  to  bear,  in 
addition  to  its  own  w  eight,  a  load  of  five  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  per  lineal  foot  of  its  entire  length,  without  causing  a  greater 
strain  on  the  wrought  iron  than  twelve  thousand  pounds  per  square 
inch  of  section.  All  of  the  cast  iron  is  to  be  so  proportioned  as  to  bear 
the  same  load  with  equal  safety.  The  draw  span  is  to  have  two  openings 
and  will  be  turned  with  ease  and  facility  by  one  man. 

Upon  an  examination  of  the  various  plans  and  estimates  the  follow- 
ing are  submitted  as  the  probable  cost  of  the  entire  bridge,  including 
superstructure  of  iron,  abutments,  i)iers,  starlings,  and  wing  walls  of 
stone  masonry,  and  suitable  approaches. 

Estimate  for  superstructure  of  a  bridge  of  nine  spans  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  each,  with  iron  floor  beams  and  iron 
(girder)  joists $225,000 

Estimate  for  a  bridge  of  nine  spans  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  each,  with  wooden  floor  beams  and  wooden  joists 175, 000 

Ai)i)roximate  estimate  for  two  abutments  and  eight  piers  of 
stone  masonry ;  the  abutments  to  be  twentytwo  feet  thick 
at  the  impost,  the  faces  to  be  cut  stone  well  bonded,  with  a 
batter  of  one-twelfth,  thirty-six  feet  long,  (the  bottom  of 
the  bridge  to  be  fifteen  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water 
at  mean  tide,)  each  sustained  by  two  wing  walls  ten  feet 
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thick  and  sixteen  feet  long;  the  piers  to.be  twelve  feet 
thick  at  impost,  forty-four  feet  long,  including  starlings, 
and  fifteen  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water  at  mean  tide, 
the  faces  being  of  cut  stone  with  a  batter  of  one-twelfth : 

;{80  piles,  including  cost  of  material  and  driving,  at  $10  50  $3, 990 
Cut  stone  masonry  for  faces  of  piers  and  abutments,  2,250 

cubic  yards,  at  $20 .    45, 000 

Interior  masonry  for  piers  and  abutments,  1,620  cubic  yards, 

at  $14 22, 680 

Coping  for  piers  and  abutments,  650  cubic  yards,  at  $20 13, 000 

Excavating,  grading,  and  filling  approaches 10, 000 

Total 94, 670 

Iron  truss  bridge,  iron  floor  beams  and  iron  girders $225, 000 

Abutments,  piers,  &c 94, 670 

Total 319, 670 

Iron  truss  bridge,  wooden  floor  beams  and  wooden  girders.  $175, 000 

Abutments,  piers,  &c 94, 670 

Total 269, 670 


I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  MICHLBR, 
Major  of  Engineers^  Brevet  Brigadier  Oenerdl,  U.  S.  A. 
Brevet  Major  General  A,  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  Headquarters  Corps  of  Engineers^ 

Washington  City,  D.  C. 
S.  Ex.  Doc.  100 2 
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41ST  CONGBBSS,  \  SENATE.  (  Ex.    Doo. 

2d  Semon.       f  )    No.  101. 


LETTER 

OP  THE 

ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

COMMUNICATING, 

Ih  compliance  mth  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  ifist/int^  a  copy  of 
a  letter  addressed  by  the  Department  of  the.  Interior  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office^  in  relation  to  the  right  of  the  State  of  Kansas 
to  certain  land^  sold  to  the  United  States  by  the  Osage  Indians  under  the 
treaty  of  September  29,  1865. 


JcxE  34, 1870. — ^Refcrred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

Washington^  D.  C,  June  24,  1870. 
Sir  :  Pursaant  to  Senate  resolution  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  (bearing  date  of  the  8th  November, 
1867)  addressed  by  this  department  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  "  in  relation  to  the  right  of  the  State  of  Kansas  to  certain 
alternate  sections  of  the  lands  sold  to  the  United  States  by  the  Osage 
bdians  by  the  treaty  of  September  29,  1805." 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  OTTO, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax, 

Vice-President  of  the  United  States 

and  President  of  the  Senate. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington^  D.  C,  November  8, 1867. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  September  last,  in  which 
you  ask  for  instructions  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the  Osage  Indian  lands 
ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  September  29, 1865 ;  also 
.vour  letter  of  29th  August  last,  submitting  the  appeal  of  Hon.  E.  G. 
Ross  from  your  adverse  opinion  to  the  right  of  the  State  of  Kansas  to 
the  alternate  sections  of  said  Osage  lands  along  the  route  of  the  Leav^- 
enworth,  Lawrence  and  Galveston  railroad. 

As  this  was  merely  an  opinion  expressed  in  answer  to  certain  inquiries 
addressed  to  you,  I  did  not  conceive  that  an  appeal  could  be  entertained, 
and  I  presumed  that  the  question  touching  the  right  of  the  State  would 
soon  arise  in  a  shai)e  in  which  otUcial  action  would  be  required. 
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Yotir  letter  asking  for  instructioDS  requires  me  to  examine  the  whole 
subject. 

By  the  act  of  3d  March,  1863,  (12  Stat.,  772,)  there  was  granted  to 
the  State  of  Kansas,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  .and  telegraph  line  from  the  city  of  Leavenworth,  by  the  way  of 
the  to^^  oi  tia  wrence  and  via  tlie  Ohio  (3ity  crossing  of  the  Osage  River 
to  the  Mfeuthern  line  of  the  State,  in  the  direction  of  Galveston  Bay,  in 
Texas,  ifud  fpr  a  branch  down  the  Neosho  Valley  to  the  point  where 
said  road  eiilers  the  said  Neosho  Valley,  every  alternate  section  of  land, 
designati^d  by  odd  numbers,  for  ten  sections  in  width,  on  each  side  of 
said  road. 

By  the  act  of  25th  July,  1866,  (14  Stat.,  236,)  a  similar  grant  was 
made  to  the  same  State  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Kansas  and 
Neosho  Valley  railroad  and  its  extension  to  Red  River.  The'  ninth  sec- 
tion of  this  act  provides  that  the  same  grants  of  lands  through  the  In- 
dian Territory  are  miule  as  provided  in  the  first  section  of  the  act,  when- 
ever the  Indian  title  shall  be  extinguished  by  treaty  or  otherwise. 

By  article  1  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Great  and 
Little  Osage  Indians  proclaimed  21st  January,  1867,  said  Indians  in  con- 
sideration of  the  sum  of  $300,000,  ''grant  and  selP  to  the  United  States 
the  lands  contained  within  certain  desciibed boundaries ;  said  lands  art 
to  be  "  surveyed  and  sold,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  on  the  most  advantageous  terms,  for  cash,  as  public  lands  are 
surveyed  and  sold  under  existing  laws,  including  any  act  granting  lands 
to  the  State  of  Kansas  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a  railroad  through 
said  lands.'' 

The  route  of  the  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  and  Galveston  road  has  been 
definitely  located  as  far  as  the  northern  boundary  of  these  Osage  lands 
and  a  map  thereof  filed  in  the  department. 

The  Kansas  and  Neosho  Valley  road  has  signified  its  acceptance  of 
the  terms  of  the  act  of  25th  July,  1866,  as  required  by  the  seventh  sec- 
tion thereof. 

These  roads  are  to  pass  through  portions  of  the  lands  described  in 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty.  The  United  States  took  no  beneficial  in- 
terest in  the  lands  described  in  the  second  article.  It  constituted  tbem 
a  trustee  with  a  naked  power  to  sell  and  apply  the  proceeds  arising 
therefrom  in  the  manner  therein  set  forth.  The  State,  claiming  under 
the  United  States,  takes  no  title  to  such  lands. 

At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  said  acts,  the  Indian  title  and  right  of 
possession  to  the  land  mentioned  in  the  first  article  were  not  extinguished. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  Black,  in  his  opinion  of  3d  June,  1860,  (9  Opin- 
ions, 346,)  remarks : 

Notbiug,  it  seeois  to  me,  can  be  clearer  than  this  proposition^  namely,  that  when 
the  United  States,  by  lej^islativo  grant,  give  lauds  to  a  State,  a  corporation,  or  an  indi- 
vidnal,  for  pnblic  purpose-s,  aU  the  title  which  the  United  States  had  at  the  time  of  the 
grant,  or  may  afterwards  acquire,  vests  in  the  grantee,  unless  the  grantee  has  done 
something  in  the  meantime  which  estops  him  from  claiming. 

The  grant,  according  to  this  opinion,  attaches  to  the  lands  as  soon  as 
they  are  acquired,  although  some  authorities  affirm  that  when  a  grantor 
has,  at  the  time  of  the  grant,  no  estate  in  the  thing  granted,  a  subse- 
quently acquired  title  will  not  pass  by  force  of  the  grant,  if  there  be 
no  covenant  or  warranty  annexed  thereto. 

In  the  case  before  Attorney  General  Black,  the  lands  covered  by  the 
grant  of  8th  August,  1816,  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  were  situate  within 
the  Stockbridge  Indian  reserve,  the  title  to  which  was  not  extinguished 
until  1856. 

Does  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  make  a  disposition  of  these  lauds 
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which  is  inconsistent  with  the  railroad  grants,  or  which  excludes,  ex- 
pressly or  by  implication,  their  operation  and  effect?  You  hold  that  it 
does;  but  upon  a  full  consideration  of  the  subject,  I  am  constrained  to 
differ  with  you  in  opinion. 

Had  the  article  been  silent  touching  a  sale  of  the  ceded  lands,  they 
would,  on  becoming  a  part  of  the  public  domain,  have  been  subject  to 
the  legislation  disposing  of  it;  and,  in  the  view  of  Judge  Black,  to  any 
pre-existing  grant  of  a  portion  of  them  for  public  uses.  The  article  is 
not  80  silent.  It  prohibits  pre-emption  settlements  or  homestead  claims, 
and  requires  that  the  lands  be  surveyed  and  sold  for  cash  fis  public 
lands  are  surveyed  and  sold  under  existing  laws,  "  including  any  act 
giranting  lands  to  the  State  of  Kansas,"  &c.  The  act  and  laws  so  men- 
tioned are  thus  made  applicable  to  the  land.  They  must  control  the 
disposal  of  it,  aud  receive  such  a  construction  as  to  give  to  their  various 
provisions  full  force  and  effect,  except  as  to  homesteads  and  pre-emption 
privileges.  The  clause  "  including  any  act,"  &c.,  did  not  form  a  part  of 
the  article  when  the  treaty  was  signed,  but  was  inserted  by  the  Senate 
as  an  amendment.  It  seems  to  have  been  designed  to  recognize,  by 
express  stipulation,  the  binding  efficacy  of  prior  grants,  and  to  exclude 
any  possible  conclusion  adverse  to  the  rights  thereby  conferred,  had  the 
article  remained  in  its  original  shape.  If  the  amendment  has  not  this 
effect,  it  is  entirely  misplaced  and  unmeaning. 

Construing  the  article  as  it  now  appears  in  the  treaty,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  any  grant  to  the  State  of  Kansas,  of  the  character  named,  must  be 
allowed  as  fully  as  if,  at  the  date  thereof,  the  United  States  were  the 
proprietor  of  the  land,  freed  from  the  incumbrance  of  the  Indian  title. 

The  grants  are  confined  to  alternate  odd-numbered  sections,  within  a 
certain  width  from  the  line  of  the  road  and  each  of  its  branches.  Such 
line  or  route  must,  therefore,  be  definitely  fixed  before  the  particular 
sections  covered  by  the  grant  can  be  ascertained  and  determined.  The 
roads  have  not  been  located  over  these  lands.  Unless  this  be  done,  and 
a  map  of  such  location  filed  in  this  department,  no  part  of  the  lands  can 
be  excepted  from  public  sale. 

I  presume  that  the  instructions  which  you  request  have  reference  only 
to  the  matters  discussed  in  this  communication. 

The  papers  are  herewith  returned. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  BROWNING, 

Secretary^ 

Hon.  Joseph  S.  Wilson, 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


® 
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2d  Settion.      i  \  Ko.  102. 


MESSAGE 

FBOM  THE 

PRESIDENT  OF   THE  UNITED  STATES 

COMMUNICATING, 

In  compliufiee  with  tke  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2'2d  instanty  propo- 
mU  of  the  International  Steamship  Company  for  constructing  and  placing, 
iron  steamships  in  transatlantic  service. 


Junk  t25,  1870. — Ri^ad,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  aud  ordered  to  lie 

printed. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

la  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  22d  instant,  requesting  to  be  fur- 
nished with  ^^  proposals  received  from  any  company  or  citizens  of  th^ 
United  States  for  constructing  and  placing  iron  steamships  in  transat- 
lantic service^"  I  transmit  herewith  the  only  proposal  of  that  nature 
received  bv  me. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 

Executive  Mansion,  June  25, 1870. 


Jjetter  and  proposals  of  the  International  Steafnship  Company  to  his  Excel- 
lency  President  Orant  relative  to  iron  ship-building  yards. 

Washington,  May  18, 1870. 

8iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  the  proposal  in  writing 
made  verbally  to  you  to  erect  upon  the  shore  of  the  Delaware  River  an 
iron  ship-building  yard,  which  shall  have  all  the  tlEUsilities  for  the  con- 
stmction  of  the  largest  class  of  steamers,  whether  for  naval  or  commer- 
cial purposes,  equal  in  workmanship,  superior  in  material- and  strength 
to,  and  at  no  greater  cost  than,  those  of  Great  Britain. 

The  superior  economy  of  iron  over  wooden  vessels  has  driven  the 
latter  from  competition  as  transatlantic  carriers  of  freight.  This,  with 
causes  incident  to  the  lat«  war,  has  nearly  banished  our  flag,  hitherto 
borne  only  over  wooden  ships,  from  the  ocean,  and  reduced  American 
commerce  to  the  lowest  state  it  has  ever  known.  With  this  condition 
has  come  stagnation  of  inland  trade,  uncertainty  in  values,  want  of  em- 
ployment to  workingmen,  high  prices  in  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  a 
weariness  of  taxation.  The  nation  is  ill,  because  its  life-current  of  com- 
merce has  ceased  to  flow  freely.  It  cannot  recover  health  until  means 
are  supplied  for  the  reflow  and  for  the  interchanging  circulation.  These 
means  lie  in  the  aJyility  to  produce  carriers  of  equal  economy  to  those 
which,  opposed  to  us,  have  caused  our  depression. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


2  PROPOSALS    FOE   IRON   STEAMSHIPS. 

These  carriers  are  iron  steamers.  Their  Immediate  and  rapid  produc 
tion  will  restore  to  our  country  its  prosi)erity. 

The  gnuiting  of  subsidies  to  ocean  lines  Before  the  facilities  for  build- 
ing the  requisite  vessels  are  supplied  is  beginning  at  the  wrong  end. 
Subsidies  will  not  produce  proper  ships,  nor  long  sustain  improper  ones. 
As  well  might  be  offered  to  the  sick  man  a  bonus  to  get  up  and  wrform 
his  daily  avocations  when  he  has  not  the  life  power 'to  sustain  his  efforts. 
Iron  steamers  properly  built,  economically  ntanaged«  and  x)laced  on  well- 
chosen  routes,  will  as  surely  bring  commerce  as  will  the  eflfort«  of  the 
healthy  man,  guided  by  judgment  and  fair  incentives,  bring  to  him 
prosperity.  • 

There  are  iron  ship-building  establishments  in  Great  Britain  working 
from  four  to  seven  thousand  hands,  whose  yard^,  plant,  and  appurte- 
nances have  cost  over  a  million  sterling.  It  is  with  these  we  must  com- 
pete. Equal  expenditure  will  produce  equal  facilities.  Give  but  these 
to  the  American  workingmen,  and  their  skill  will  produce  ships  as  low 
in  cost,  equal  in  workmanship,  and  superior  In  material  to  any  that  are 
built  upon  the  Clyde,  the  Thames,  the  Tyne,  or  the  Mersey. 

Iron  ship-building  in  Europe  was  of  gradual  development.  It  is  but 
little  more  than  twenty  years  since  the  first  iron  steamer  was  built,  and 
less  than  ten  years  since  iron  vessels  assumed  commanding  importance. 
There  was  thus  time  for  capital  to  grow  with  this  special  trade,  and  that, 
too,  in  a  country  where  capital  is  readily  aggregated  for  any  i)rofitable 
production.  Here,  where  it  has  hitherto  been  difficult  to  mass  in  a  hu'ge 
amount,  and  now  still  more  so  because  of  the  high  interest  rate  paid  oii 
igovernment  securities,  the  necessity  is  precipitated  upon  us  to  supply  it 
at  once  for  this  puqiose,  or  ^-ield  up  our  commerce  to  foreign  hands. 
To  gather  it  together  by  small  subscrii)tions  is  practically  an  impossi- 
bility. To  wait  for  the  slow  development,  as  in  Europe,  is  to  give  uj) 
the  contest  and  lose  our  trade. 

The  plan  proposed  meets  and  overcomes  the  difficulty.  It  is  a  simple 
financu)!  arrangement  upon  a  firm  basis  of  business  securitj',  and  asks 
only  from  the  goveniment  its  countenance  and  assistance  without  re- 
quiring any  appropriation  of  money.  It  is,  that  the  company  shall 
issue  its  own  bonds  to  the  amount  of  five  noillions  of  dollars  bearing  six 
per  cent,  interest ;  these  bonds  to  be  deposited  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  The  company  assess  upon  the  amount  of  work  done 
annually  in  its  building  yards  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  to  form  a  sinking 
fund  to  pay  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  bonds,  and  give  to  the 
^Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  l^avy  the  right  to  enforce  the  collec- 
tion and  application  of  tliis  money  to  these  payments,  these  being  further 
secured  by  a  mortgage  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  authority 
to  foreclose  or  take  possession  upon  any  failure  to  pay  on  the  part  of  the 
company,  the  United  States  guaranteeing  the  said  collection  and  pay- 
ment. Tlie  bonds  to  be  delivered  monthly  to  the  company  to  such  an 
amount  only  as  it  shall  show  there  has  been  property  acquired  in  the 
erection  of  said  yards,  machinery,  &c. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  an  inspector,  who  shall 
report  monthly  the  progress  and  condition  of  the  works  and  who  shall 
inspect  and  report  upon  all  steamers  built  for  mail  purposes,  and  also 
such  suggestions  for  improvements  in  construction  and  management  of 
vessels  as  will  tend  to  improve  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

There  is  a  provision  for  the  government  to  advance  the  interests  while 
the  yard  is  being  built,  but  this  amount  the  comimny  commence  return- 
ing immediately  thereafter. 

In  consideration  of  this  countenance  and  assistance  the  govemmeut 
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g&ts  what  it  has  not,  the  preferential  use  at  all  times  of  a  great  building 
yard,  having  capacity  to  build  the  largest  ironclads,  aud  also  the  pre- . 
ferential  use  when  needed  of  the  steamers  of  the  company,  and  the  im- 
mediate construction  of  a  fleet  of  twelve  steamers  of  not  less  than  three 
tiiiousand  tons  each,  of  superior  speed  and  qualities  to  existing  ocean, 
steamers. 

What  the  country  will  gain  in  wealth  aud  power  by  fostering  such  an 
enterprise  may  be  inferred  ftom  the  developed  results  of  iron  ship- 
boilding  on  the  Clyde.  In  that  coal  and  iron  region  in  1830,  there  was 
an  annual  product  of  only  40,000  tons  of  pig  metaL  In  1848  iron  ship- 
building cogimenced.  In  eight  years  thereafter  this  had  stimulated  the 
production  to  820,000  tons  of  pig  and  80,000  tons  of  malleable  iron. 

In  the  six  years  ending  with  1863,  there  were  built  upon  the  Clyde 
l,144iron  vessels, having  an  aggregate  of  824,517  tons ;  the  average  value 
of  each  year's  building  was  $28,000,000. 

The  year  1889  reached  237,000  tons,  with  a  value  of  $47,000,000. 

To  aflFord  facility  for  this  great  business,  the  city  of  Glasgow  had  to 
widen  and  deepen  the  Clyde,  and  expended  for  this  purpose  $10,483,000,, 
and  contiaues  to  expend  $55,000  annually  to  keep  it  dredged  out. 

The  Delaware  Kiver  requires  no  dredging.  It  has  fresh  and  deep 
water — contiguous  to  it  is  better  iron  and  better  coal.  It  has  a  more  genial 
climate  and  abundant  agricultural  products.  The  simple  aid  embracied 
in  the  proposals  will  cause  uu  inflow  of  wealth  to  the  workingmen  of 
this  country  equal  to  that  which  is  now  enriching  thoseof  Great  Britain ; 
a  wealth  which,  to  the  single  locality  of  Glasgow,  reaches  nearly  fifty 
millions  of  dollars  per  year,  and  that  too  the  simple  returns  for  minerals 
dug  from  beneath  the  soil  and  wrought  by  human  industry  into  the 
forms  of  iron  ships,  which  add  further  and  untold  wealth  to  the  nation 
through  the  commerce  which  they  extend  throughout  the  globe. 

With  one  such  building  yard  established,  and  with  a  general  law 
authorizing  the  President  to  grant  subsidies  of  a  reasonable  rate  per 
mile  for  distance  run  upon  routes,  which  should  be  determined,  when 
advisable,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  the  Postmaster  General,  the  first  deciding  upon  the  value  of  the  com- 
merce it  would  extend,  the  second  on  the  aid  it  might  afford  in  exigencies 
to  the  navy,  aud  the  last  upon  the  value  for  postal  facilities,  you  would 
form  a  sure  foundation  for  the  country's  prosperity,  which  no  foreign 
interference  could  alter,  and  which  would  advance  the  country  with 
rapidity  in  its  strength  and  greatne^ss. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

AMBROSE  W.  THOMPSON, 
President  International  Steamahip  Company. 

His  Excellenoy  U.  S.  Grant, 
President  of  the  United  States. 


Office  of  the  Inteenational  Steamship  Company, 

New  lor*.  May  10,  ISIO. 
Sib  :  The  International  Steamship  Company,  incorporated  by  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  and  duly  organized  with  full  legal  powers  to  carry  out 
the  acts  hereinafter  named,  hereby  pro[K)se  to  contract  with  the  United 
States,  through  the  President  thereof,  as^  follows,  namely : 

The  said  International  Steamship  Company  will  forthwith  erect  upon 
the  shores  of  the  Delaware  River,  at  a  suitable  place  having  deep  water 
frontage,  free  from  ninning  ice  in  winter,  an  iron  shipbuilding  yard,. 
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with  capacity  to  construct,  baild,  and  equip  the  largest  naval  and  com- 
mercial steamers  or  sailing  vessels. 

The  said  building  yards  shall  be  inclosed,  and  within  the  limits  shall 
not  be  less  than  three  building  docks,  having  capacity  to  float  steamere 
and  sailing  vessels  of  ten  thousand  tons.  The  said  docks  shall  be  of  the 
most  approved  consCruction,  with  improved  means  for  inlet  and  exhaust 
of  water,  that  vessels  of  large  class  may  be  built  therein  and  floated 
without  the  risk  of  launching. 

Around  and  contiguous  to  the  said  docks  shall  be  the  workshops  and 
machinery,  suitable  and  requisite  for  constructing  steam-engines  from 
the  largest  to  the  smallest  size,  for  marine  and  other  purposes,  as  also 
for  fitting,  erecting,  and  putting  together  the  frames,  the  exterior  and 
interior  parts  to  form  the  complete  hulls  of  vessels  of  any  and  of  all 
kinds  to  be  built  within  the  said  docks. 

There  shall  be  within  the  said  yard  one  or  more  ^' blast"  or  other  fur 
naces  of  the  most  improved  form  for  smelting,  in  which  ores  of  such 
kinds  as  the  best  exj^erience  or  highest  science  shall  demonstrate  can  be 
blended  to  make  iron  of  the  greatest  i>os8ible  firmness  and  strength,  in 
every  respect,  from  which  may  be  constructed  shafts  and  working  parts 
of  engines  which  shall  be  reliable  for  use  in  any  strain  of  weather  in 
marine  engines. 

There  shall  also  be  one  furnace  for  the  blending  of  ores  to  form  iron 
plates,  slabs,  and  frames  for  special  purposes  of  naval  and  commercial 
use. 

There  shall  be  one  or  more  rolling  mill  or  mills  for  making  m^ 
firatnes,  beams,  bars,  brackets,  and  other  forms  necessary  to  perfect  tiie 
interior  framing  and  arrangements  of  the  largest  iron-clad  naval  and 
commercial  steam  and  oth^r  vessels. 

There  shall  be  one  or  more  rolling  mill  or  mills  capable  of  making 
plates  of  the  greatest  length  and  width  to  which  they  can  be  wrought 
for  the  exterior  and  interior  plating  of  steamers  and  other  vessels. 

There  shall  be  one  copper  rolling  mill  capable  of  producing  such  special 
forms  of  bar,  slab,  and  sheet  copper  as  are  specially  r^uired  for  naval 
purposes. 

inie  blast  furnaces  and  other  preliminary  works  to  form  the  iron  into 
pigs  and  blooms  shall  be  on  ground  sufficiently  elevated,  and  so  ar- 
ncnged  as  to  pass  the  iron,  in  its  different  conditions,  on  tramways,  by 
its  own  gravitation,  to  the  rolling  mills  and  steam  hammers,  and  thence 
to  the  workshops  and  docks,  that  labor,  power,  time  and  space  may  be 
saved,  and  the  greatest  economy  be  arrived  at  in  all  construction  pro- 
gressing in  the  said  building  yard. 

There  shall  be  within  the  said  yard  such  workshops  for  the  prepa^ 
ration,  putting  together^  and  erecting  in  place  on  board  ship,  such  wood 
ship  carpentry  work,  jomers'  work,  masting  and  spars,  rigging,  sail,  and 
other  work,  as  shall  be  requisite  to  complete  and  equip  ready  for  sea 
the  steamers  and  vessels  to  be  built  in  said  yard. 

The  said  yard  and  docks  shall  give  preference  to  work  of  the  Navy 
Department  at  all  times  when  necessity  requires  such  work  to  be  exe- 
cuted with  promptness. 

The  International  Steamship  Company  shall,  as  soon  as  the  work- 
shops, docks,  furnaces,  and  rolling-mills  are  sufficiently  advanced 
th^for,  commence  the  construction  of  a  fleet  of  iron  steamships,  six  of 
which  shall  be  of  not  less  than  three  thousand  five  hundred  tons,  and  of 
superior  speed  to  the  steamers  now  eu^ged  in  carrying  the  mails  to 
Eorope.  Six  more  shall  be  of  equal  speed  to  any  steamers  engaged  in 
transatlantic  mail  service,  and  of  .not  less  than  three  thousand  tons. 
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Two  of  Haid  steamers  shall  be  ready  for  service  in  eighteen  months, 
two  more  in  twenty-four  months,  and  the  whole  number  shall  be  com- 
plete and  upon  the  routes  which  shall  be  determined  for  their  service 
between  the  said  company  and  the  Post  Office  Department  in  thirty 
months  from  the  approval  hereof. 

Each  steamer  owned  by  the  company  shall  be  subject  to  the  use  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  when  required  by  public  necessity, 
npon  paying  such  fair  remuneration  therefor  as  shall  be  fixed  by  arbi- 
trators mutually  chosen,  if  not  first  agreed  upon  by  the  company  and 
the  department  of  government  requiring  such  use. 

For  the  erection  of  the  building  yai^s.  docks,  and  other  strictures, 
the  International  Steamship  Company  will  issue  five  thousand  bonds  of 
one  thousand  dollars  each,  having  twenty  years  to  run,  bearing  six  i)er 
cent,  annual  interest,  payable  semi-annually  by  gold  coupons,  the  pay- 
ment of  which  shall  be  secured  by  a  mortgage  in  trust  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  be  provided  for  by  a  sinking 
fdnd  to  arise  from  the  payment  by  the  said  company  of  five  i>er  cent, 
annually  upon  the  amount  of  work  done  and  paid  for  in  the  said  yard 
after  the  same  shall  be  completed. 

The  said  mortgage  bonds  as  issued  shall  be  deposited  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  as  required  for  payments  in  the  aforesaid 
purposes  shall  have  the  following  indorsement  on  each: 

This  bond  is  secured  by  a  mortgage  dnly  executed  upon  the  ship-bnilding  yardb, 
pien,  docks,  wor^sho]M,  houses,  furnaces,  roUing-mills,  machinery,  tools,  implementSr 
and  lands  of  the  International  Steamship  Company,  situated  upon  the  shore  of  the 
DelawaTB  River,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  tfa«  payment  provided  by  a  sinking 
fond  of  Ave  per  cent,  upon  the  work  which  may  be  executed  and  {>aid  for  annually  in 
the  said  yara,  out  of  which  said  fund  the  interest  is  to  be  paid  semi-annually,  and  the 
oolleetion  and  payment  thereof  is  hereby  guaranteed 'by  the  United  States. 

The  said  guarantee  shall  be  signed  by  the  United  States  Treasurer. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  act 
as  a  << commission"  for  the  delivery  of  the  said  bonds,  and  such  amount 
shall  be  delivered  monthly  as  the  company  require  and  show  to  be  ap- 
pHcable  to  the  payments  far  and  in  the  said  property  as  it  progresses  in 
development  in  its  several  parts  to  completion. 

The  said  ^'commission''  shall  have  power  to  enforce  the  collection  of 
the  money  provided  by  the  live  per  cent,  rate  upon  the  annual  amount 
of  work  done  in  the  yard  to  form  the  sinking  fund,  and  a  failure  or  re- 
fasal  on  the  part  of  the  company  to  pay  the  same  at  the  time  provided, 
shall  be  cause,  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  ''  commission,"  to  foreclose  the 
mortgage  and  sell  the  said  property,  or  to  take  possession  thereof  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States.  The  interest  upon  the  bonds  shall  for  the 
first  three  years  be  advanced  by  the  United  States,  but  shall  be  repaid 
in  it«  whole  amount  by  the  said  company  in  equal  portions,  divided 
through  the  remaining  term  until  the  bonds  aforesaid  are  paid  and  dis- 
charged and  the  company  released  from  all  liability  under  the  said 
mortgage. 

.  The  President  of  the  United  States  shall  appoint  to  the  special  service 
of  inspection  of  said  building-yard,  docks,  buildings  and  machinery,  an 
officer  of  the  navy  competent  therefor,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  report^ 
monthly,  the  progress  and  condition  of  said  works,  and  to  inspect  and 
report  upon  all  steamers  intended  for  ocean  mail  service,  and  to  report 
annually  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  such 
improvements  or  suggestions  therefor  in  the  construction  and  manage- 
ment of  steamers  and  sailing-vessels  as  will,  in  his  judgment,  tend  to 
increase  the  commercial  marine  of  tl\e  United  States. 
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Bespectfally  sabmitted,  on  behalf  of  the  International  Steamship 
Company,  by  its  president. 

AMBROSE  W.  THOMPSON. 
His  Excellency  U.  S.  Grant, 

President  of  ihe  United  States, 


[PRIVATE  PROSPECTUS.] 

The  International  Steamship  Company  tcill  establish  a  transatlantic  line  of 
steamers  for  the  safe  conveyance  of  emigrants  and  freight^  and  for  the 
swift  dispatch  of  ocean  postal  matter. 

The  hardships  and  sufferings  of  emigrants  in  their  passage  to  America 
have  appealed  for  relief  so  strongly  as  to  awaken  the  attention  of  th^ 
law-making  powers,  and  action  has  beeA  inaugurated  which  will  provide 
for  safety,  speed,  sanitary  care,  pure  food,  cleanliness,  and  the  arrest 
and  removal  of  the  brutalizing  influences  to  which  emigrants  have  been 
forced  to  submit  in  crossing  the  ocean. 

An  American  charter  has  been  granted  to  establish  a  reliable  line  of 
switt  steamships  between  the  port  of  New  York  and  the  ports  of  Europe 
for  the  puri)ose  of  conveying  the  United  States  mails  and  emigrants, 
under  restrictions  to  protect  the  persons  and  property  of  the  latter  while 
on  the  ocean,  at  the  time  of  their  arrival,  and  until  they  shall  reach  the 
lands  on  which  they  are  to  settle. 

The  International  Steamship  Company  are  to- pro  vide  for  this  line 
steamships  of  the  largest  class,  constructed  in  the  highest  state  of  mari- 
time art.  Tbey  are  to  be  built  of  iron,  double  in  form,  the  inner  divided 
from  the  outer  form  by  a  space  of  two  fe^t,  making  thus  a  double  ship. 
This  space  will  be  divided  longitudinally  and  transversely  around  the 
vessel  by  the  iron  frames,  thus  forming  a  hull  consisting  of  many  dis- 
tinctly-separated air-cells,  which  will  give  such  buoyancy,  under  any 
known  form  of  disaster,  as  will,  it  is  believed,  guard  against  loss  or  sink- 
ing the  vessel. 

Each  steamer  must  be  provided  with  the  following,  namely : 

Tubes  extending  throughout  all  parts  of  the  ship,  from  which,  in  the 
aggregate,  thirty  streams  of  .water  can  be  thrown  for  extinguishing  fims 
at  a  minute's  notice. 

Steam  pumps  having  capacity  to  lift  the  entire  weight  of  the  ship 
once  in  each  eight  hours. 

Water-tanks  to  hold  thirty  thousand  gallons,  and  fresh-water  appa- 
ratus capable  of  making  six  thousand  gallons  per  day. 

Air-tubes  extending  between  decks  the  entire  length  of  the  vessel,  by 
which  fresh  air  will  be  introduced  and  foul  air  expelled  by  steam  povrer. 

State-rooms  for  emigrant  females  and  families,  by  which  personal  pro- 
tection and  privacy  will  be  secured. 

Iron  safes,  in  which  money  and  other  valuables  of  emigrants  may  be 
<leposited  and  their  safety  guaranteed  during  the  voyage. 

The  company  are  required  to  erect  at  their  landing  docks  a  depot  for 
the  accommodation  of  emigrants,  in  which  all  necessary  conveniencos, 
lodging  and  subsistence,  will  be  provided  at  reasonable  cost. 

A  register  must  be  kept  of  all  emigrants,  by  which  at  apy  time  they 
may  be  traced  by  their  friends. 

The  safety  of  baggage,  money,  and  valuables  must  be  provided  for 
and  guaranteed. 
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The  depot  must  be  surroiiDded  by  high  walls  to  exclude  all  whoVouId 
fe^k  to  impose  upon  or  defraud  the  emigrants. 

A  special  police  force  is  authorized  to  preserve  order  and  protect 
property  at  the  ships  and  in  the  depot. 

The  govetnor,  the  secretary  of  state,  the  chancellor,  the  supreme  judge 
of  the  district,  and  the  president  of  the  company  are  cheated  a  perma- 
nent commission  to  inspect  the  depot  and  ships,  to  regulate  the  rates  of  * 
charge,  and  to  see  that  all  laws  and  rules  regarding  emigrants  are  en- 
forced and  obeyed. 

The  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  depot  has  authority  to  inspect  all 
railway  carriages  provided  for  the  transportation  of  emigrants,  and  to 
reject  such  as  are  unfit. 

Tlie  company  are  authorized  by  law  to  establish  local  boards  of  direc- 
tors in  each  piace  in  Europe  and  America  to  which  their  business  shall 
extend. 

These  local  boards  are  intended  to  aggregate  business  to  the  steamers, 
and  specially  to  protect  the  emigrant.*  First,  previous  to  his  departure 
from  home,  by  affording  clear  and  reliable  information  to  guide  and 
guard  him  on  his  journey ;  and  second,  at  and  after  his  arrival  in  any 
])art  of  the  United*  States,  in  preventing  trauds  and  impositions  against 
him. 

To  render  these  boards  still  more  efficient  in  this  last-named  service, 
a  leading  clergyman  of  each  Christian  denomination,  in  which  a  local 
board  is  placed  in  Europe  and  America,  is  made  a  member  thereof,  with 
full  power  to  enforce  Christian  care  and  the  strict  observance  of  all  laws 
and  rules  of  the  company  beneficial  to  emigrants ;  for  these  objects  hav- 
ing full  authority  to  accredit  free-passage  tickets  in  the  steamers  to  min- 
isters and  agents  of  their  respective  denominations. 

To  facilitate  intercourse  between  the  emigrants,  their  relatives  and 
friends,  the  company  will  issue  interest-bearing  securities  in  sums  equal 
to  the  prices  of  passages ;  these  will  serve  as  remittances  between  Eu- 
rope and  America,  being  money-checks  at  maturity,  and  state-room  pas- 
sage tickets  at  any  time.  Their  use  as  remittances  will  guard  the 
parties  from  the  frequent  losses  sustained  by  bad  and  fraudulent  small 
bills  of  exchange — and  used  as  passage  tickets  they  secure  reserved 
state  rooDQS.  By  law,  these  securities  are  made  special  liens  upon  the 
l)roi)erty  of  the  company.  The  local  boards  will  have  charge  of  these 
issues,  thus  extending  their  ability  to  aid  tlie  emigrant. 

The  company  has  been  inaugurated  for  the  double  purp68e  of  a  suc- 
cessful business  in  reopening  our  ocean  commerce,  and  to  aid  the  cause 
of  humanity  by  lessening  the  evils  and  suflferings  of  the  emigrant  who 
seeks  a  new  home.  There  are  other  provisions  of  the  charter  which 
form  additional  elements  to  guarantee  success  to  this  enterprise.  Th^se 
provisions  are : 

All  powers  necessary  or  incident  to  a  company  for  the  navigation  of 
the  oceans  and  tributary  waters,  either  between  the  ports  of  the  United 
States  or  Europe,  or  elsewhere. 

To  purchase,  build,  equip,  use,  maintain,  dispose  of,  and  replace  steam 
vessels. 

To  increase  its  capital  to  the  amount  of  its  property. 

To  issue  bonds  in  purchase  of  property  or  for  other  uses,  secured  upon 
property  or  income,  and  at  rates  of  interest  legal  at  the  place  of  issue. 

It  is  made  lawful  for  any  corporation  to  subscribe  to  tl^e  stock  or  in- 
vest in  the  bonds. 

To  contract  with  any  railroad  or  other  company  for  through  trans- 
lH)rtatiou  of  freight  from  the  place  of  reception  to  that  of  final  delivery. 
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and  tx)  assume  tUe  care,  safe  deUvery,  aud  risk  beyoud  that  of  common 
carriers,  npon  receiving  commission  for  guarantee  or  premium  of  insnr- 
aace  therefor. 

To  specially  contract  for  the  transportation  of  emigrants  from  the 
places  of  their  departure  to  their  destination  upon  lands  in  any  State  of 
the  United  States  or  elsewhere. 

To  erect  hospitals  for  the  care  of  injured  or  sick  mariners  of  all  nations 
free  of  charge. 

To  own  in  perpetuity  all  the  proi^erty  created  by  the  comjiany. 

Four  steamers  are  now  under  coiitract,  and  their  construction,  with 
eight  others,  will  be  pressed  vigorously  to  completion  so  soon  as  suita- 
ble building  yards  can  be  provided  in  the  United  States. 

Local  directors. — ^Ambrose  W.  Thompson,  New  York ;  Francis  S.  La- 
throp,  New  York;  James  GU)psill,  Jersey  City;  Frederick  B.  Betts,  Jer- 
sey City ;  Michael  Sandford,  Jersey  City ;  A.  D.  Hope,  Somerville ;  Ed- 
ward F.  Beale,  Chester,  Pennsylvania ;  G.  Dawson  Coleman,  Lebanon, 
Pennsylvania ;  Bobert  Campbell^  St  Louis,  Missouri ;  J.  D.  Webster, 
Chicago,  Illinois ;  George  M.  Pullman,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Officers. — ^Ambrose  W.  Thompson,  president;  Francis  S.  Latfarop, 
vice-president;  Michael  Sandford,  secretary. 
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LETTER 

OF 

THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR 

COBfMUNICATnCO, 

1%  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  1st  instantj  in- 
formation relative  to  the  alleged  occupation  of  private  property  situate 
within  the  Fort  Barrancas  military  reservation. 


Juke  27,  1870. — ^Referred  to  the  Committed  on  Military  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Wab  Depabtment,  tfune  24j  1870. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  June  1, 1870,  the  ac*.- 
companying  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  relative  to  the  alleged 
occupation  of  private  property  situate  within  the  Fort  Barrancas  mili- 
tary reservation. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

WashingtOHj  D.  C.,June  22, 1870. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reference  to  this  office 
for  report  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  June  1, 1870,  calling  for 
information  in  reference  to  the  occupation  of  private  property  in  the 
construction  of  Fort  Barrancas,  Florida;  the  government  buildings 
on  the  military  reservation ;  the  private  property  included  within  the 
limits  of  said  reservation ;  the  claims  filed  for  the  occupation  of  such 
property ;  the  application  for  the  sale  of  such  property  to  the  govern^ 
ment ;  the  reports  of  boards  of  military  or  civil  officers  on  t£e  con- 
dition and  valuation  of  such  property,  and  any  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General  concerning  such  property. 

lu  reply  I  submit  herewith  copies  of  all  the  papers  in  this  office  bear*- 
ing  on  the  matter  in  question,  inviting  special  attention  to  the  cgpy  of 
the  report  accompanying  them  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  of  June  30, 
18(i9,  as  containing  a  history  in  brief  of  the  claims,  and  the  latest 
action  of  this  office  with  regard  to  them.  The  resolution  is  herewith 
retnmed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brevet  Major  Oeneral  and  Chitf  of  Engineers. 

Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War^  Washington^  2>.  0. 
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Fear  Pensacola,  January  16, 1840. 

Sir  :  There  are  several  lots  of  ground  occupied  and  owned  by  per- 
sons who  claim  to  hold  under  grants  of  the  Spanish  government  These 
lots  ai;^  situate  near  the  old  Fort  Barrancas.  Would  it  not  be  well  to 
have  the  titles  strictly  examined,  and  if  found  to  be  valid,  provision  made 
to  pur^ase  oi^  the  present  occupants  f  If  the  titles  are  not  good,  some 
arrangeMtot^  should  be  made  to  obtain  possession,  permitting  only  the 
pilots  to  remain  in  connection  with  the  public  service. 

As  the  titles  cannot  be  well  examined  without  the  assistance  of  one 
skilled  in  such  matters,  I  would  recommend  it  to  be  done  by  the  district 
attorney  at  Pensacola,  who  will  probably  perform  the  duty  for  a  reason- 
able fee. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CHASE. 

Colonel  J.  G.  Tottbn, 

Chief  Engineer  United  States. 

P.  S. — ^In  the  course  of  the  construction  of  the  Forts  Pickens  and  Mc 
Bae,  I  have  been  very  careM  to  prevent  any  persons  taking  ground  on  the 
public  lands  near  them,  though  it  was  much  desired  by  many  to  do  so. 


Pensacola,  January  2, 1841. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  following  letters  and 
papers,  relative  to  certain  lots  of  lands  held  by  individuals  at  the  Bar- 
rancas ;  these  papers  are  marked  from  one  to  Ave.  The  remainder  of  the 
lands  lying  in  and  near  the  Barrancas  are  owned  by  the  United  States. 

There  are  but  few  lots  at  present  having  improvements  of  any  value. 
The  houses  are  used  for  dwelling  places,  and  are  only  four  in  number  ; 
two  occupied  by  the  harbor  pilots ;  one  by  Mr.  Warner  of  the  navy  ; 
and  one  by  Mr.  Doherty. 

There  is  no  plat  of  survey  indicating  the  exact  location  of  these  lots 
with  reference  to  the  public  land  by  which  they  are  surrounded.  I  have 
caused  minute  search  to  be  made  after  a  plat  or  some  writing,  giving  a 
starting  point,  without  success. 

Though  the  buildings  are  situated  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the 
•Fort  of  Barrancas,  I  do  not  believe  that  their  existence  interferes  at  this 
time  with  the  works.  In  time  of  war,  or  in  the  event  of  building  bar- 
racks at  Barrancas,  these  buildings  would  require  to  be  demolished  or 
held  by  the  United  States. 

It  would  be  well,  however,  that  the  government  direct  no  more  baild- 
.ings  to  be  erected  on  vacant  lots,  provided  its  Attorney  General  decides 
that  those  lots  belong  to  the  United  States.    If  individuals  shall  be 

•  considered  as  having  a  right  of  occupancy  subject  to  restrictions,  would 
it  not  be  well  to  buy  up  the  claims  of  individuals,  especially  as  those 

*  claims  could  be  purchased  for  a  small  consideration.  The  buildings  are 
not  costly.  The  owners  of  buildings  might  be  permitted  to  occupy  the 
premises,  and  in  the  meantime  enter  into  an  agreement  for  the  amount 
to  be  paid,  if  the  United  States  should  require  their  abandonment  at 

.anytime. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CHASE. 
Colonel  J.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  United  States, 

P.  S. — I  received  by  this  day's  mail  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  with 
a  letter  to  Captain  Barron,  (copy  inclosed.) 


I 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


FORT  BARBANCA8   MILITARY  RESERVATION.  8 

Prnsaoola,  January  1, 1842. 
Dear  Sir  :  Accompanying  this  note  yon  will  find  several  sheets  ex- 
hibiting aU  the  information  I  have  been*  able  to  procure  on  the  subject 
of  yoar  inqairy  relative  to  the  town  of  Barrancas,  together  with  a  legal 
opinion  as  to  the  character  of  the  tenure  by  which  the  occupants  hold 
their  lots. 

I  have  satisfied  myself  that  there  is  no  plat  of  the  town  in  this  county. 
Mr.  Matthew  Hanna  tells  me  that  the  only  plat  ever  made  was  sent  to 
Madrid  by  Governor  Folch,  at  the  time  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the 
commissioners,  and  as  the  King  of  Spain  disapproved  of  the  design  en- 
tertained by  Governor  Folch,  the  plat  was  never  returned.  Mr.  Caro 
is  equally  positive  that  there  is  no  plat.  Mr.  Le  Baron,  who  was  Mr. 
Michelet's  administrator,  had  not  met  with  any  plat  among  his  papers, 
though  he  thinks  Mr.  John  Hunt  may  have  one. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALKER  ANDBRSOlf. 
Major  W.  H.  Chase, 

United  States  Army. 


Opinion  reapecHng  the  tUles  to  the  loU  in  ike  town  of  Barrancas, 

This  qneation  admits  of  bat  little  controyersy  or  doabt.  The  ffrant  by  GroverDor 
Foich  was  nothing  more  than  a  permit  to  improve  and  occupy  the  lots,  subject  to  the 
approval  by  the  King  of  the  plan  of  making  a  city  at  Barrancas.  That  approval  was 
probably  refased,  it  certainly  was  withheld.  The  location,  too,  being  witnin  range  of 
cannon  shot  of  the  fort,  it  was  pecnliarly  under  the  control  of  the  sovereign,  and  anv 
grant  of  the  fee-simple,  even  if  it  had  been  made  by  Folch  would  have  been  invalia, 
without  the  express  sanction  of  the  King. 

The  King  of  Spain  could  at  any  moment  have  resumed  the  grant,  and  the  United 
States  have  succeeded  to  the  rights  of  the  King,  and  that  Congress  intends  to  retain 
that  right  appears  not  onl^  from  the  obvious  policy  of  preserving  the  control  of  all 
lands  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  fortified  work,  but  from  its  not  having  confirmed 
these  claims,  though  the  subject  was  expressly  referred  to  them  by  the  commissioners. 

The  right  of  the  occupants  then  is  confined  to  the  right  of  possession  against  all  the 
world,  except  the  United  States.  The  occupants  are  tenants  at  will,  and  may  be  dis- 
possessed at  any  time  by  Congress,  and  strictly  they  would  not  be  entitled  to  any  al- 
lowance for  improvements,  for  thev  have  been  aware,  from  the  creation; of  their  interest, 
of  its  real  character,  and  have  made  improvements  at  their  own  risk.  A  tenant  at  will 
M  entitled  to  nothing  beyond  the  growing  annual  crops  when  he  is  ejected. 

I  should  not  regard  the  claim  for  improvements  as  possessing  much  equity  even,  for 
the  original  claimants  paid  no  consideration  for  their  lots,  and  subsequent  proprietors 
have  only  paid  a  price  corresponding  with  the  frailty  of  toe  tenure  by  which  they  hold 
them.  If  the  United  States,  on  resuming  the  possession  of  the  lots,  should  have  occa- 
sion to  make  use  of  the  buildings,  it  might  perhaps  be  equitable  to  pay  the  occupants 
for  them,  otherwise  to  pay  for  them  would  be  an  act  of  pure  grace. 

WALKER  ANDERSON. 

Pemsacola,  January  1, 1642. 


J. 

In  the  year  1795  or  1796  Governor  Folch  laid  out  a  town  between  a  quarter  and  a  half 
mile  from  the  fort  of  Barrancas,  and  on  the  same  side  of  the  entrance  into  the  bay  of 
Peosacola.  It  is  in  evidence  before  us  that  it  was  his  intention  to  have  removed  the 
city  of  Pensacola  to  that  place,  but  was  probably  prevented  from  doing  so  in  conse- 
quence of  a  failure  to  obtain  the  ratification  of  the  Tung.  This  sanction  seems  to  have 
been  indispensable  from  an  examination  of  the  proceedings  touching  the  alteration 
and  sale  of  public  square  by  the  cabildo.  Representations  are  said  to  have  been  made 
to  his  Catholic  Mi^esty  in  opposition  to  the  measure  by  the  citizens  of  Pensacola,  but 
whether  any  reply  was  ever  received  we  have  been  unable  to  learn. 
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AH  these  claims  are  fonnded  on  mesne  conveyances,  the  original  perm  its  being  lost, 
as  stated  in  onr  reports  upon  Abstracts  A  and  £ ;  we  have,  however,  had  access  to  one 
of  them.  From  an  examination  of  it,  and  the  parole  testimony  exhibited  to  this  board, 
it  appears  that  there  never  was  anytHinj;  more  given  by  Governor  Folch  than  permits 
to  improve  and  occupy  the  lots,  intending  to  give  them  grants  whenever  the  plan 
shoula  be  approved  b^  the  king.  In  one  of  the  mesne  convevances  the  grantor  recites, 
"  that  he  conveys  the  improvements  on  said  lot,  and  should  he  obtain  the  grant,  con- 
veys thereby  the  lot  also ;"  while  in  other  cases  the  im]^rovements  and  lots  were  trans- 
ferred in  the  proper  offices,  thus,  it  would  seem,  recognizing  a  property  in  the  lots. 

These  lots  have  been  improved  as  other  gratuities,  and  in  all  of  them  the  deraign- 
ment  is  complete.  The  mesne  conveyances  recite  the  names  of  the  original  claimants, 
as  well  as  the  fact  of  improvements  having  been  made,  without  giving  the  date  in  some 
instances  at  which  they  were  made.  We  have,  in  sucn  cases,  dated  the  improvements 
from  that  of  the  mesne  convevances. 

The  lots  embraced  in  this  class  are  within  musket-shot  of  Fort  Carlos  de  Barrancas, 
and  if  the  claimants  are  considered  as  having  a  title  to  them,  we  presume  it  could  be 
only  upon  the  condition  that  they  should  be  subject  to  all  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
the  laws  and  usages  of  Spain  relative  to  lands  contiguous  to  forts  and  fortifications. 
As  we  have  been  unable  to  obtain  access  to  the  laws  upon  this  subject,  we  have  consid 
ered  it  most  prope^  both  for  the  United  States  and  the  claimants,  that  we  should  re- 
port the  cases  for  the  final  determination  of  Consress. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  B.  OVERTON. 
JOS.  M.  WHITE. 

I,  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public  archives  of  West  Florida,  duly  qualified  and 
commissioned  by  the  President  of  the  United  Stat-es  of  America,  do  hereby  certify  the 
foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  transcript  from  the  Report  J,  now  on  file  in  my  office 
in  the  record  book  containing  the  proceedings  of  land  claims,  at  pages  235  and  236  of 
said  book. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office 
at  Pensacola  this  3d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1641. 

tSBAL.]  JOS.  E.  CARO, 

Keeper  of  Publui  Arohivee  West  Florida. 
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A  table  exhibiting  the  tranters  thai  have  been  made  of  lots  in  the  town  of  Barranoae  Wftoe  the 
date  of  ine  report  of  the  coinmiseioners  heretcith  etibnUtted, 


»ro. 

report. 

Intermediate  proprietors. 

Preaent  proprietors,  1842. 

1 

Mariftn  Bonlfay 

Ifone 

Marian  Bonlfay. 
Fernando  Moreno. 

8 

Fftmando  Mor^oo. .  t  , , 

Jfone 

3 

AnaFoloh ?.....' 

Kon© 

Ana  Foloh. 

4 

Alfnii«o  SaIm  

None 

Alfonsa  Salas. 

5 

l£iiacio  Sem 

None 

6 

"     do 

None 

Ignacio  Sena. 
Ignacio  Serra. 
Ignacio  Serra. 
William  Doherty. 
Joaqain  Farinea. 
Rosalia  Segovia. 

7 

do 

None 

8 

do 

None 

9 

^Tominl"  Barelft 

None 

10 

*do 

None ,.. 

11 

Rosalia  Segovia 

None 

13 

iToaqvin  Bftr^ila 

None 

Heirs  of  Joaquin  Barela. 
Edward  Oldmixon. 

13 

'do               

TYanclfco  Moreno 

14 

^T^f^^  Hnarf^v .  T-r.-- - tt^t- 

Francio  Boquet 

Francisco  BoM. 

Kbmarks.— The  changes  here  exhibited  are  all  that  appear  on  record.  It  is  probable  that  others  hsTS 
taken  place. 

The  list  of  occapants  here  presented,  which  is  copied  from  the  abstract  of  the  commissioners,  is  a  list 
of  those  onlv  who  presented  claims  before  the  commissioners ;  there  may  be,  and  probably  are,  other 
occapauts ;  ont  on  reference  to  the  report  of  commissioners  it  will  be  obvious  that  all  the  lots  are  heM 
by  toe  same  tenure,  and  that  the  principles  of  the  legal  opinion  are  alike  applicable  to  all. 


General  Land  Office,  September  3, 1841. 

Sir  :  In  relation  to  several  lots  of  ground,  near  the  old  Port  Barran- 
cas, Pensacola  Harbor,  as  referred  to  in  a  letter  from  you  of  the  29th 
June,  1840,  and  one  from  this  office  to  you  of  the  15th  August,  follow- 
ing, I  ftnd  on  file  in  this  office  a  communication  from  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral of  Florida  of  the  20th  October  last,  a  copy  of  which,  for  your  informa- 
tion, I  herewith  inclose. 

I  also  transmit  herewith  a  copy  from  the  "  book  of  printed  reports, 
page  130,  Keport  J,"  as  referred  to  by  the  surveyor  general  j  also,  a  copy 
of  the  abstract  accompanying  that  report. 

The  report  and  abstract  are  printed  [III]  with  a  letter  of  the2l8t 
February,  1825,  from  Secretary  Crawford  to  the  honorable  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Eepresentatives. 

With  great  resi)ect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  HUNTINGTON,  Cofnmiasianer. 

Colonel  J.  G.  Totten,  Engineer  Department 


SuRVRYon  Genrral'8  Office, 

Tallahasseey  October  20,  1840. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  15th  of  August  last,  cover- 
ing a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Engineer  Department,  one  from  Miyor  Chase,  and  a 
sketch  of  the  ground  and  point  on  which  Fort  St.  Charles  de  Barrancas  is  situated, 
(the  sketch  herewith  returned  as  requested.)  In  giving  yon  an  answer  to  enable  you 
satisfactorily  to  advise  the  Engineer  Department  of  the  true  situation  of  the  lots  near 
said  fort,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  annexed  extract  of  a  letter  from  George  Graham,  esq., 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  bearing  date  April  26, 1827,  as  foUows :  "  I  for- 
ward, by  this  mail,  a  printed  copy  of  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  which  should 
have  been  forwarded  at  an  earlier  period,  but  from  the  belief  that  you  were  in  posses- 
sion of  a  copy.  You  will  be  particular  in  laying  down  the  public  lands  reserved  for  the 
forts  and  na>Tr  yard.  The  lots  in  the  village  of  St.  Carlos  Je  Barrancas  I  do  not  con- 
sider as  confirmed ;  the  occupants  must  remain  at  the  will  of  the  government/'  I  noir 
refer  you  to  the  book  of  printed  reports,  page  130,  Report  J,  to  town  plat  3  south,  of 
range  30  west,  and*  finally  to  advise  you  that  these  lots  have  not  been  surveyed,  buf  - 
considered  as  public  property. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  BUTLER,  Svrvesfor  General 

Jas.  Whitcomb,  Esq.,  Commissioner  General  Land  Ofiee, 
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Near  Barrancas,  January  23, 1847. 

Sir  :  At  my  request  Lieutenant  W.  H.  C.  Whiting  and  James  P. 
Kirkwood,  esq.,  civil  engineer  employed  at  the  navy  yard,  were  ap- 
pointed, on  the  part  of  the  owners  of  improvements  at  Barrancas,  to 
assess  the  value  of  their  lots  and  improvements. 

Lieutenant  Whiting  and  Mr.  Kirkwood  could  not  agree  upon  the  re- 
spective values  of  the  improvements  and  lots,  and  they  therefore  re- 
turned to  me  separate  asse^>sments. 

Lieutenant  Whiting's  assessment  is  as  follows : 

Doctor  Hulse's  improvements $1, 700 

lot,  80  feet  bv  170  feet 200 

$1,900 

Mrs.  Doherty's  improvements 1, 400 

lot  80  feet  by  170  feet 200 

1,600 

Mr.  Clifford's  improvements 1, 650 

lot 100 

1,750 

Mr.  Oldmixon's  improvements *. 2, 700 

lot 200 

2,900 

Total.   8,150 

Mr.  Kirkwood's  assessment  is  as  follows : 

Doctor  Hulse's  improvements $2, 050 

lot,  80  feet  by  170  feet 100 

$2,150 

Mrs.  Doher^y's  improvements 2, 000 

lot,  including  a  large  live-oak  tree,  80  feet 
by  170  feet 225 

2,225 

Mr.  Oldmixon's  improvements 3, 300 

lot,  including  4  large  live-oak  trees,  80 

feet  by  170  feet 450 

value  of  position  to  him  as  a  pilot 400 

4,150 

Mr.  Clifford's  improvements 2, 600 

lot.  40  feet  by  170  feet 100 

value  of  position  to  him  as  pilot 400 

3,100 

Total  of  Mr.  Kirkwood's  assessment 11, 625 


I  think  the  assessment  of  Lieutenant  Whiting  too  low  and  that  of  Mr. 
Kirkwood,  too  high,  on  the  score  of  the  real  values  of  the  improvemente. 
Mr.  Kirkwood  also  makes  allowance  for  value  of  position  to  the  pilots  Old- 
mixon  and  Clifford,  which  is  not  reasonable,  seeing  that  leave  would 
necessarily  be  granted  them  to  erect  houses  at  suitable  places  within 
the  military  or  naval  reserves,  fronting  the  harbor ;  nor  is  the  value 
which  Mr.  Kirkwood  gives  to  the  five  old  oak  trees  correct,  unless  it  can 
be  shown  that  Messrs.  Oldmixon  and  Doherty  paid  an  additional  price 
for  them  when  they  purchased  the  lots. 
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Though  the  assefisment  of  the  improvements  by  Mr.  Eirkwood  is  too 
high  as  regards  actual  value,  yet  I  am  inclined  to  adopt  it,  considering 
the  great  trouble  and  inconvenience  which  the  occupants  must  encojinter 
in  breaking  up  their  homesteads  and  removing  to  other  places.  I  recom- 
mend, therefore,  the  value  of  positions  and  oak  trees  being  rejected,  that 
the  remainder  of  Mr.  Eirkwood's  assessment  be  adopted  as  the  sum  to  be 
paid  to  the  occupants  of  improvements  at  the  Barrancas.    Say : 

To  Doctor  Hulse $2, 050 

Mrs.  Doherty 2, 000 

Mr.  Clifford 2,600 

Mr.  Oldmixon 3, 300 

$9,950 

I  also  think  that  the  assessment  of  Lieutenant  Whiting  is  too 
high  for  the  lots,  and  that  of  Mr.  Earkwood  too  low.  I  would 
recommend  that  $150  for  each  lot  of  80  feet  by  170  feet  be 
adopted,  and  in  that  proportion  for  larger  or  smaUer  ones.  To 
be  paid  only  when  Congress  shall  authorize  the  purchase  of  all 
the  lots  at  Barrancas  fix>m  the  present  claimants. 

Dr.  Hulse  would  then  be  ehtitled  to  receive $160 

Mrs.  Doherty  would  then  be  entitled  to  receive 150 

Mr.  Oldmixon  would  then  be  entitled  to  receive 150 

Mr.  Clifford  would  then  be  entitled  to  receive 76 

525 

Total  amount  recommended  by  Migor  Chase 10, 476 


This  amount  is  less  than  Mr.  Kirkwood's  by  $1,150,  and  more  than 
Lieutenant  Whiting's  by  $2,325. 

If  my  recommendation  is  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  I  will 
then  make  an  offer  to  the  occupants  to  purchase  their  improvements  at 
the  rates  stated  by  me ;  and  in  order  to  enable  me  to  do  this  effectually 
I  would  request  that  the  sum  of  $9,950  be  remitted  to  me. 

There  are  fifteen  lots  of  ground  at  Barrancas,  of  80  feet  by  170  feet, 
including  those  enumerated  herein,  and  their  value,  if  Congress  author- 
izes the  claims  of  the  occupants  to  be  equitably  admitted,  may  be  valued 
at  $150  each,  $2,250. 

I  would  recommend  that  application  be  made  to  Congress  to  pass  an 
act  by  which  the  claimants  of  lots  at  Barrancas  may  be  equitably  set- 
tled with,  and,  with  that  view,  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,250. 

I  would  briefly  state  that  the  commissioners  appointed  to  examine  land 
claims  in  Florida  reported  the  claims  at  Barrancas  to  Congress,  neither 
rejecting  or  confirming  them.  As  the  claimants  and  their  successors 
have  remained  in  quiet  possession  for  twenty-four  years  under  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  their  case  certainly  calls  for  an  equitable 
and  reasonable  settlement  of  their  claims. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CHASE. 

Captain  George  L.  Welgkeb, 

C(yrp%  of  Engineers^  in  charge  of  Engineer  Department 
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CHASSFIEIiD,  NISAB  FOBT  BABBANCAB, 

March  4, 1847. 

SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reeeipt  of  yoor  letter  of  the 
23d  February  last.  I  estimated  rather  for  what  I  thought  the  Oonzales 
House  might  be  purchased  for  than  on  its  actual  value.  Thus  I  sap* 
posed  that  the  house  could  be  obtained  for  $1,500  in  my  lett^  of  the  14th 
September,  and  for  $2^000  in  my  October  letter.  The  agent  of  the  prop- 
erty being  absent,  I  could  not  ascertain  what  price  he  demanded  for  it. 
The  price  which  Mr.  Brent  is  now  willing  to  take  for  the  house  is 
very  reasonable,  and  with  the  cost  of  repairs  and  amendments  proposed 
of  $400,  will  exhibit  a  moderate  amount  expended  for  a  comfortable 
building  for  officers'  quarters. 

This  Gonzales  House  is  not  one  of  those  situated  within  the  village  of 
Barrancas,  where  lots  and  improvements  are  claimed  by  persons  holding 
under  the  Spanish  govempient.  It  is  situated  within  the  military  re- 
serve exclusively  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Mr.  Gonzales,  em- 
ployed as  superintendent  on  the  works  at  Barrancas,  was  permitted  by 
me  to  erect  this  building  for  his  accommodation  while  in  the  employ  of 
the  government.  He  was  not  entitled  to  be  furnished  with  quarters  by 
the  Engineer  Department,  and  there  being  no  building  that  he  could 
hire,  it  became  necessary  that  one  should  be  ccmstructed  by  himself. 
Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Gonzales  this  house  continued  in  the  possession 
of  his  family.  The  house  and  improvement  cost  about  $2,700 }  it  occu- 
pies a  position  that  makes  it  convenient  of  communication  with  the 
forts  and  the  intended  barracks,  and  when  repaired  and  improved  wiU 
afford  very  comfortable  quarters  for  the  officers  in  connection  with  those 
intended  to  be  constructed. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  renew  my  recommendation,  for  its  pur- 
chase and  at  the  reasonable  price  of  $1,660. 

The  absence  of  a  principal  claimant  has  prevented  a  new  assessment 
of  the  property  at  the  village  of  Barrancas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CHASE. 

Captain  George  L.  Welcker, 

Corps  of  Engineers  J  in  charge  of  Engineer  Department. 


Pbnsacola,  March  11, 1847. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  assessments  made  under 
oath,  by  Messrs.  Whiting  and  Avery,  assessors,  appointed,  respectively, 
by  the  owners  of  improvements  and  lots  at  Barrancas  and  myself  to 
value  said  property.  I  inclose  also  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Whiting, 
explanatory  of  the  assessments  made.  It  will  appear  that  these  assess- 
ments differ  somewhat  from  those  made  by  Messrs.  Whiting  and  Kirk- 
wood,  some  time  since.  I  will  remark  that  Mr.  Avery  is  a  practical  and 
experienced  builder,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  question  his  qualifications 
to  give  a  correct  opinion  on  the  value  of  these  buildings  and  surround- 
ing improvements. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Lieutenant  Whiting's  letter  that  a  closer  exami- 
nation and  consideration  in  the  premises  has  caused  him  to  place  a 
higher  value  on  the  property  assessed  than  that  estimated  by  him  pre- 
viously. 

Seeing  that  the  assessors  are  agreed  in  the  valuation,  I  am  willing  to 
adopt  the  award,  and  therefore  recommend  that  the  value  assessed  be 
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paid  for  the  le^tective  improvem^its  as  per  conditional  agreement 
signed  by  Isaac  Halse,  Bdward  Oldmixon,  Samuel  Clifford,  and  Jane 
Doherty,  and  which  are  inclosed  herewith. 

There  are  several  claimants  of  lots  upon  which  there  are  no  improve- 
ments. So  soon  as  these  claimants  or  their  representatives  are  present 
and  ^gree  in  the  choice  of  an  assessor  their  lots  will  be  assessed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  re^)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

WM.  H.  CHASE. 

Captain  Geobqe  L.  Weloeer, 

Carps  of  Engineers^  in  charge  of  Engineer  Department^  Washington. 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  M.  Cmpper,  a  jastice  of  the  peace.  Lieutenant  W.  H. 
C.  Whitinfir,  United  States  Army,  an  assessor  chosen  by  M^jor  William  H.  Chase,  United 
States  Armyf  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  O.  M.  Avery,  an  assessor  chosen  by 
the  occapants  and  owners  of  improTements  at  Barrancas,  on  the  ^art  of  the  same ;  and 
being  severally  appointed  to  value  the  said  improvements,  the  said  Whiting  and  Avery 
do  now  make  oath  that  they  will,  to  the  best  of  their  ability  and  knowledge,  make  a 
true  and  just  valuation  of  the  said  improvements.  

WM.  H.  C.  MTHITING, 
lAeutenant  of  Engineera, 

O.  M.  AVEBY. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  March,  1647,  and  subsoribed. 
[SEAL.]  M.  CRUPPER, 

Justice  of  the  Peace,  Eecamhia  County, 

Having  examined  and  considered  the  condition  of  the  improvements  owned  by  Doctor 
Hulse,  and  situated  on  a  lot  claimed  by  him  in  the  village  of  Barrancas,  we  do  hereby 

award  the  value  of  the  same  at  twenty-five  hundred  doUars,  (|2,500.)     

WM.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
LieuteTumt  of  Engineers, 

0.  M.  AVEBY. 
• 
Having  examined  and  considered  the  condition  of  the  improvements  owned  by  Sam- 
uel Clifford,  and  situated  on  a  lot  claimed  by  him  in  the  villaee  of  Barrancas,  we  do 
hereby  award  the  value  of  the  same  at  twenty-two  hundred  dollars,  ($2,300.) 

WM.  H.  C.  WHITmG, 

lAeuteuant  of  Engineers, 
O.  M.  AVEBY. 

Having  examined  and  considered  the  condition  of  the  improvements  owned  by  Mrs. 
Doherty,  and  situated  on  a  lot  claimed  by  her  in  the  village  of  Barrancas,  we  do  here- 
by award  the  value  of  the  same  at  twenty-three  hundred  dollars,  ($2,300.) 

WM.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Lieutenant  of  Engineers, 
O,  M.  AVEBY. 

Having  examined  and  considered  the  condition  of  the  improvements  owned  by  Ed- 
ward Oldmixon,  and  situated  on  a  lot  claimed  by  him  in  the  village  of  Barrancas,  we 
do  hereby  award  the  value  of  the  same  at  thirty-five  hundred  dollitfs,  (|3,500.) 

WM.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Ueutmant  of  Engineers, 
O.  M.  AVEBY. 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  M.  Crupper,  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Lieutenant  W.  H. 
C.  Whiting,  United  States  Army,  an  assessor  chosen  by  M^jor  W.  H.  Chase,  United 
States  Army,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  O.  M.  Avery,  an  assessor  chosen 
by  the  claimants  of  certain  lots  l^ing  in  the  village  of  Barrancas,  on  the  part  of  the 
tame ;  who,  being  severally  appoint^  to  value  the  lots  aforesaid,  do  now  make  oath 
that  thev  will,  to  the  best  of  their  ability  and  knowledge,  make  a  true  and  just  valua- 
tion of  the  said  lots.  

WM.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Lieutenant  of  Engineers, 

O.  M.  AVEBY. 

Sworn  to  and  snbsoribed  before  me,  the  undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for 
the  county  of  Escambia,  this  11th  day  of  March,  1847. 

[MUL.]  M.  CBUPPER, 

Justi$e  qf  ike  Pmms,  iStoaaiMa  Cwmtg, 
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Having  examined  and  considered  the  condition  of  the  lot  occupied  and  churned  by 
Isaac  Hmse,  the  said  lot  having  a  front  of  eighty  feet  by  a  depth  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy  feet,  we  hereby  award  the  value  of  the  same  at  two  hundred  dollars,  (I'^OO.) 

WM.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Lientmant  ofEngindars. 
O.  M.  AVERY. 

Having  examined  and  considered  the  condition  of  the  lot  occupied  and  claimed  by 
Samuel  Clifford,  the  said  lot  having  a  front  of  forty  feet  by  a  depth  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy  feet,  we  hereby  award  the  value  of  the  same  at  one  hundred  dollars,  (flOO.) 

WM.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Lieutenant  of  Engmeen, 
O.  M.  AVERY. 

Having  examined  and  considered  the  condition  of  the  lot  occupied  and  claimed  by 
Mrs.  Doherty,  the  said  lot  having  a  front  of  eighty  feet  by  a  deptn  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy  feet,  we  hereby  award  the  value  of  the  same  at  two  hundred  dollars,  (|200.) 

WM  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Lieutenant  of  Engineen, 
O.  M.  AVERY. 

Having  examineil  and  considered  the  condition  of  the  lot  occupied  and  claimed  by 
Edward  Oldmixon,  the  said  lot  having  a  front  of  eighty  feet  by  a  depth  of  one  hundm 
and  seventy  feet,  we  hereby  award  the  value  of  the  same  at  two  hundred  dollars,  ($200.) 

WM.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Lieutenant  of  JEnoineen, 
O.  M.  AVERY. 


Fort  Barrancas,  March  12, 1647. 
Sm :  I  hand  yon  herewith  the  assessments  of  lands  and  improvements  at  Barrancas, 
in  form,  made  in  compliance  with  your  orders,  by  myself  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  Mr.  Avery  on  the  part  of  claimants.  I  deem  it  necessary  to  explain  briefly 
the  difference  existing  between  the  valuation  made  by  me  when  acting  with  Mr.  Kirk- 
wood,  and  this  under  consideration. 

The  former  was  a  rough  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  houses,  considered  according  to 
the  amount  of  material  and  cost  of  labor,  and  made  upon  a  rapid  e^mination.  A 
closer  inspection  and  a  more  minute  investigation  of  the  various  items  of  expenditure 
upon  these  lands,  have  convinced  me  that  in  my  first  valuation  many  of  the  improve- 
ments were  estimated  at  too  low  a  rate — regard  being  had  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
material  and  labor  at  the  place ;  and  the  amounts  specified  in  the  several  cases  in  thU 
last  valuation  I  have  regarded  as  only  sufficient  to  replace,  in  their  present  condition, 
the  various  fixtures  and  conveniences  which  the  owners  have  placed  upon  their  lots. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  moat  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Lieutenant  ofEngineen, 
Major  W.  H.  Chase, 

United  States  Engineers. 


This  indenture,  made  this  eleventh  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoa- 
sand  eight  hundi^ed  and  forty-seven,  between  Isaac  Hulse,  of  the  county  of  Escambia, 
and  State  of  Florida,  of  the  nrst  part,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  of  the  second 
part,  witnesseth :  That  the  said  Isaac  Hulse,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one 
dollar  to  him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  at  or  before  the  enseal- 
ing and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  and  of 
the  further  sum  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  bein^  the  value  of  the  houses,  build- 
ings, fences,  and  other  improvements  upon  the  premises  hereby  conveyed,  as  assessed 
by  sworn  referees  chosen  by  the  parties  to  this  indenture,  which  said  sum  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  to  the  said  Isaac  Hulse,  when- 
ever this  deed  of  conveyance  shall  be  approved,  accepted,  and  received  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  of  the  United  States,  and  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  further  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  being  the  value  of  the  lot  of  ground  or  tract  of  land,  independent  of  all 
improvements  upon  the  same,  as  assessed  oy  sworn  referees,  chosen  by  the  parties  of 
this  indenture,  wfiich  said  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States  to  the  said  Isaac  Hulse,  whenever  the  Con^p^ss  of  the  United  States  shall  ac- 
knowledge the  claim,  and  ratify  and  confirm  the  title  of  the  said  Isaac  Hulse  to  the 
premises  hereby  conveyed,  which  premises  are  situated  upon  the  land  reserved  by 
the  United  States  near  the  site  of  Fort  Barrancas,  for  military  purposes,  and  which  the 
said  Isaac  Hulse  claims  to  own  and  possess  under  a  title  derived  ffom  the  government 
of  Spain,  and  shall  appropriate  the  money  for  the  payment  thereof,  and  which  said  sum 
of  two  hundred  dollars  is  not  otherwise  to  be  paid,  has  bargained,  sold,  granted,  aliened, 
r  emised,  released,  conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doth  bargain,  sell, 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


I 


FOSX   BABBANCAS  MIUTABT  BESEBYATION.        13 

granty  alien,  remise,  release,  convey,  and  confirm  unto  the  said  United  States  and  to  their 
assigns  forever,  all  that  certain  piece  or  parcel  of  land  lying  and  being  near  Fort 
Barraocas,  within  the  United  States  militaj^  reserve,  at  the  month  of  Pensacola  Bay, 
Florida,  being  the  same  tract  of  land  whereon  the  said  Isaac  HiUse  hath  improvements, 
beginning  on  the  line  dividing  the  said  lot  from  the  lot  claimed  by  Edward  Sewal, 
having  eighty  feet  front  by  one  hundred  and  seventy  feet  in  depth,  and  containing 
thirteen  thousand  six  hundred  square  feet,  more  or  less,  together  with  all  and  singular 
the  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonfj^ing  or  in  anywise 
appertaining,  and  the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders,  rents,  issues, 
and  profits  tiiereof :  and  also  all  the  estate,  rights,  title,  interests,  proi>erty,  possession, 
claim,  and  demand  whatsoever,  as  well  in  law  as  in  equity,  of  the  said  parties  of  the 
first  part  of.  in,  and  to  the  same,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurte- 
nances ;  to  nave  and  to  hold  the  above  granted,  bargained,  and  described  premises, 
with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  and  their  assigns,  to 
their  own  proper  use,  benefit,  and  behoof  forever. 

In  testimony  whereofl  the  said  Isaac  Hulse  has  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  affixed  his 
seal  this  day  and  date  first  above  written,  the  ratification  and  acceptance  of  the  same 
on  tlie  part  of  the  United  States  being  reserved  for  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

ISAAC  HULSE.    [seal.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of— 
O.  A.  Jenkins, 
Fbamcis  Gomez. 


This  indenture,  made  this  eleventh  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  between  Samuel  Clifibrd,  of  the  county  of  Escam- 
bia and  State  of  Florida,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  United  States  of  America  of  the 
second  put,  witnesseth :  That  the  saia  Samuel  Clifibrd,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  one  dollar  to  him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  at  or  be- 
fore the  ensealinff  and  deliverv  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  ac- 
knowledged,  and  of  the  further  sum  of  twenty-two   hundred  dollars,  being  the 
value  of  the  houses,  buildings,  fences,  and  other  improvements  upon  the  premises 
hereby  conveyed,  as  assessed  by  sworn  referees  chosen  by  the  parties  of  this  indenture, 
which  said  sum  of  twentj^-two  hundred  dollars  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  to 
the  said  Samifel  Clifford  whenever  this  deed  of  conveyance  shall  be  approved,  ac- 
cepted, and  received  by  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  United  States ;  and  for  and  in  con- 
Bideration  of  the  further  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  being  the  value  of  the  lot  of 
CTound  or  tract  of  land,  independent  of  all  improvements  upon  the  same,  as  assessed 
by  sworn  referees,  chosen  by  the  parties  to  this  indenture^  which  said  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  to  the  said  Samuel  Clifibrd,  whenever 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  acknowledge  the  claim  and  ratifv  and  confirm 
the  title  of  the  said  Samuel  CUffbrd  to  the  premises  hereby  conveyed,  which  premises 
are  situated  upon  the  land  reserved  by  the  United  States  near  the  site  of  Fort  Barran- 
cas for  military  purposes,  and  which  the  said  Samuel  Clifibrd  claims  to  own  and  possess, 
under  a  title  derived  frt>m  the  government  of  Spain,  and  shall  appropriate  the  money 
fbr  the  {payment  thereof^  and  which  said  sum  ot  one  hundred  dollars  is  not  otherwise 
to  be  paid,  has  bargained,  sold,  granted,  aliened,  remised,  released,  conveyed,  and  con- 
firmed, and  by  these  presents  ooth  bargain,  sell,  grant,  alien,  remise,  release,  convey, 
and  confirm  unto  the  said  United  States  and  to  their  assigns  forever,  all  that  certain 
piece  or  parcel  of  land  lying  and  being  near  Fort  Barrancas,  within  the  United  States 
military  reserve,  at  the  mouth  of  Pensacola  Bay,  Florida,  beinff  the  same  tract  of  land 
whereon  the  said  Samuel  Clifibrd  now  resides,  beginning  on  the  line  dividing  the  said 
lot  from  the  lot  of  Juan  Rou^uie,  having  forty  feet  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  seventy 
feet  in  depth,  containing  six  thousaua  eight  hundred  square  feet,  more  or  less,  to- 
gether witn  aU  and  singular  the  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  there- 
rnto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  and  the  reversion  and  reversions,  re- 
mainder and  remainders,  rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof,  and  also  all  the  estate, 
right,  title,  interest,  property,  possession,  claim,  and  demand  whatsoever,  as  well  in 
law  as  in  ^uity,  of  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  of,  in,  and  to  the  same,  and  every 
part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  tne  appurtenances ;  to  have  and  to  hold  the  above  granted, 
b^gainea,  and  described  premises,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part  and  their  assigns,  tp  their  own  proper  use,  benefit,  and  l>ehoof,  forever. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  Samuel  Clifford  has  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  affixed 
his  seal,  this  day  and  date  first  above  written,  the  ratification  and  acceptance  of  the 
same,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  being  reserved  for  the  approval  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

SAMT.  G.  CLIFFORD,    [seal.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of— 

A.GOLAY, 

Frahcis  €k>icBZ. 
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This  ind^mtnre,  made  t^ifs  elerenth  day  ^  liwe^  in  ^e  jmt  of  tmr  Lord  one  tboi- 
0and  eight  kandi>9d  and  fblrty-seyeB,  between  Jane  Doherty,  of  the  eonntv  of  Ewamhia, 
and  the  State  of  FloridajOf  the  first  part,  and  the  United  States  of  America  of  the 
second  part,  witnesseth :  That  the  said  Jane  Doherty,  for  and  in  oonsideration  of  the 
sum  of  one  dollar  to  her  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  nart^  at  or  before 
the  ensealing  and  deKvery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  adniowl- 
edged,  and  of  the  fiirther  snm  of  twenty-three  hnndred  dollars,  being  the  valne  of  the 
houses,  bnildings,  fences,  and  other  improvements,  upon  the  premises  nereby  coDveyed, 
as  assessed  by  sworn  referees,  chosen  l^  the  parties  to  this  indenture,  which  said  tmn 
of  twenty-'three  hundred  dollars  is  to  be  paid  hj  the  United  States  to  the  said  Jane 
Doherty  whenever  this  deed  of  conveyance  shall  be  approved,  accepted,  and  received 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  United  States ;  and  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  being  the  valne  of  the  lot  of  ground  or  tract  of  land, 
independent  of  all  improvements  n^n  the  same,  as  assessed  by  sworn  referees  chosen 
by  the  parties  to  this  indenture,  which  said  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  is  to  be  paid 
by  the  United  States  to  the  said  Jane  Doherty,  whenever  the  Coneress  of  the  United 
States  shall  acknowledge  the  claim  and  ratify  and  confirm  the  title  of  the  said  Jane 
Doherty  to  the  premises  hereby  conveyed,  which  premises  are  situated  upon  the  land 
reserved  by  the  United  States  near  the  site  of  Fort  Barrancas,  for  military  purposes,  and 
which  the  said  Jane  Doherty  claims  to  own  and  possess,  under  title  derived  from  the 
government  of  Spain,  and  shall  appropriate  the  money  for  the  payment  thereof,  and 
which  said  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  is  not  otherwise  to  be  paid,  has  bargained,  sold, 
granted,  aliened,  remised,  released,  conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doth 
bargain,  sell,  grant,  alien,  remise,  release,  convey,  and  confirm  unto  the  said  United 
States,  and  to  their  assigns  forever,  all  that  certain  piece  or  parcel  of  land  lying  and 
being  near  Fort  Barrancas,  within  the  Unit^ed  States  military  reserve,  at  the  month  of 
Pensacola  Bay,  Florida,  being  the  same  tract  of  land  whereon  the  said  Jane  Doherty 
hath  improvements,  beginning  on  the  line  dividing  the  said  lot  from  the  lot  claimed  b} 
Edward  Oldmixon  on  the  west,  having  eighty  feet  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  seventy 
feet  in  depth,  more  or  less,  together  witn  all  and  singular  the  tenements,  heredita- 
ments, and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  and  the  re- 
version and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders,  rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof; 
and  also  all  the  estate,  rightj  title,  interest,  property,  possession,  claim,  and  demand 
whatsoever,  as  well  in  law  as  m  equity,  of  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  of,  in,  and 
to  the  same,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances ;  to  have  and 
to  hold  the  above  granted,  bargained,  and  described  premises,  with  the  appurtenances, 
unto  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  and  their  assigns,  to  their  own  proper  use,  bene- 
fit, and  behoof,  forever. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  Jane  Doherty  has  hereunto  set  her  hand  and  affixed 
her  seal,  this  oay  and  date  first  above  written,  the  ratification  and  acceptance  of  the 
same  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  being  reserved  for  the  approval  of  the  Secret&iy 
of  War. 

JANE  DOHERTT. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of— 
T.  B.  Jenison, 
H.  Fanna. 


This  indenture,  made  this  eleventh  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Liord  one  thou* 
sand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  between  Edward  Oldmixon,  of  the  county  of  £»- 
cambia,  and  the  St«te  of  Florida,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  United  States  of  America 
of  the  second  part,  witnesseth :  That  the  said  Edward  Oldmixon,  for  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  sum  of  one  dollar  to  him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part, 
at  or  before  the  ensealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby 
acknowledged,  and  of  the  further  sum  of  thirty-five  hundred  dollars,  bein^  the  value 
of  the  houses,  buildings,  fences,  and  other  improvements  upon  the  premises  herebv 
conveyer),  rs  assessed  by  sworn  referees  chosen  by  the  parties  to  this  indenture,  which 
said  sum  of  twenty-five  hundre<l  dollars  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  to  the  said 
Edward  Oldmixon  whenever  this  deed  of  conveyance  shall  be  approved,  accepted  and 
received  by  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  United  States ;  and  for  and  in  consideration 
of  the  further  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  being  the  value  of  the  lot  of  ground,  or 
tract  of  land,  independent  of  all  improvement«  upon  the  same,  as  assessed  by  sworn 
referees  chosen  by  the  parties  to  this  indenture,  which'  said  sum  of  two  hundred  dol- 
lars is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  to  the  said  Edward  Oldmixon  whenever  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  acknowledge  the  claim  and  ratify  and  confirm  the 
title  of  the  said  Edward  Oldmixon  to  the  premises  hereby  conveyed,  which  premiaes 
are  situated  upon  the  land  reserved  by  the  United  States  near  the  site  of  Fort  Barran- 
cas, for  military  purposes,  and  which  the  said  Edward  Oldmixon  olunis  to  own  and 
possess  under  a  title  derived  from  the  government  of  Spain,  and  shall  appropriate  tbs 
money  for  the  payment  thereof,  and  which  said  sum  of  two  hundred  dolhurs  is  not  oth- 
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•rwise  to  be  iMdd,  bm8  bargained,  said, .  granted,  idiened,  lemieed,  releaMd,  oonyeyed, 
and  coafirmed^  and  by  these  ptefients  doth  bargatn,  se]l,  ffrant,  ali^i,  remiee,  release, 
convey,  and  confirm  unto  the  said  United  States,  and  to  tneir  assigns  forever,  all  that 
certain  piece  or  parcel  of  land  lying  and  being  near  Fort  Barrancas,  within  the  United 
States  military  reserve  at  the  month  of  Pensacola  Bay,  Florida,  being  the  same  tract 
€i  land  whereon  the  said  Edward  Oldmixon,  now  resides ;  beginning  at  the  line  divid- 
ing the  said  tnwt  or  lot  of  land  irom  the  lot  claimed  by  Jane  Doberty,  on  the  east^ 
having  eighty  feet  in  front  by  one  hundred  and  seventy  feet  in  depth,  and  containing 
thirteen  tnonsand  six  hundred  square  feet,  more  or  less ;  together  with  all  and  singular 
the  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  appnrtenances  thereto  belonging,  or  in  anywise 
appertaining,  and  the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders,  rents, 
iflsaes,  and  profits  there<^;  and  ako  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  property, 
profession,  claim  and  demand  whatsoever,  as  well  in  law  as  in  equity,  of  the  said 
parties  of  the  first  part  of,  in,  and  to' the  same  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with 
the  appurtenances ;  to  have  and  to  hold  the  above  granted,  bargamed,  and  de8cnbe<l 
premises  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  and  their  as- 
signs, to  their  own  proper  use,  benefit,  and  behoof,  forever. 

In  testimoBy  whereof  the  said  Edward  Oldmixon  has  hereunto  set  his  hand  and 
affixed  his  seal  this  day  and  date  above  written,  the  ratification  and  acceptance  of  the 
fiame  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  being  reserved  for  the  approval  of  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

[SEAL.]  EDW'D  OLDMIXON. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of— 
Franc'6  Gomez. 
0.  A.  Jknkiks. 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  Map  30, 1854. 

Sir  :  On  the  subject  of  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  James  Shields,  chair- 
man Senate  Military  Committee,  asking  information  on  the  subject  of 
the  petition  of  Isaac  Hulse  for  indemnity  for  the  injnry  done  his  prop- 
erty in  the  erection  of  barracks  at  Barrancas,  Florida,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state: 

It  appea>rs  by  a  report  of  the  commissioners,  of  which  a  copy  is  on 
file  in  this  office,  (no  date,)  that  in  1795  or  1796,  Governor  Polch  laid  out 
a  town  near  Fort  Barrancas,  and  gave  permits  to  improve  and  occupy  the 
tots,  intending  to  make  grants  whenever  the  plan  should  be  approved  by 
the  King.    This  approval  was  never  obtained. 

The  commissioners  say,  *'  These  lots  had  been  improved  as  other  gra- 
tuities, and  in  all  of  them  the  deraignment  is  complete.'^  They  further 
stated  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  access  to  the  Spanish 
laws  bearing  upon  land  near  fortifications,  and  they  report  the  cases  for 
the  determination  of  Congress. 

Their  abstract  of  claims  (dated  20th  January,  1825)  shows  Tgnatio 
Sena  to  have  been  then  the  claimant  of  two  lots,  originally  assigned  to 
Pedro  Rola. 

The  district  attorney  of  the  XTnited  States,  W.  Anderson,  in  1842, 
gave  his  opinion  that  the  occupants  were  tenants  at  will,  liable  to  dis- 
possession at  any  time  by  Congress,  and  he  says,  "  I  should  not  regard 
the  claim  for  improvements  as  possessing  much  equity  even,  for  the 
original  claimants  paid  no  consideration  for  their  lots,  and  subsequent 
proprietors  in  proi)ortion.  If  the  United  States,  on  resuming  possession 
of  their  lots,  shall  have  occasion  to  make  use  of  the  buildings,  it  might 
perhaps  be  equitable  to  pay  the  occupants  for  them." 

The  report  of  the  commissioners  above  mentioned  was  submitted  to 
Congress  22d  February,  1825,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.  (See  State  Papers,  second  session  eighteenth  Congress,  vol. 
7,  page  30.)    The  committee  reported  6th  January,  1826.    (See  Reports 
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of  Committees,  first  session  nineteenth  Congress,  vol.  11,  report  No.  24.) 
GDhe  bill  accompanying  their  report  is  not  on  the  files  of  this  office. 

The  various  laws  passed  on  the  subject  of  these  Florida  lands  may 
be  found  in  the  SUtutes  at  Large,  vol.  4,  pages  6,  7, 102, 125, 156, 202, 
284,  405,  496,  but  none  of  these  seem  to  have  decided  the  question 
submitted  to  Congress  by  the  commissioners  at  the  end  of  their  report 
mentioned  above. 

Wishing  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  improvements  on  several  of  the 
lots  in  question,  an  appraisement  of  them  was  directed  from  this  office. 
In  the  first  appraisement  made  of  Dr.  Hulse's  property  the  appraisers 
did  not  agree  in  the  value  assigned  to  it.  The  second  valuation  was 
regarded  as  excessive,  even  if  it  were  admitted  that  the  claimant  had 
any  legal  rights  to  dispose  of  to  the  United  States. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOS.  G.  TOTTBN, 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  and  Colonel  En§ineer9, 
Hon.  Jefferson  Davis, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  December  11, 1855. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  inclosed  communicatioa 
of  Dr.  Isaac  Hulse,  of  Pensacola,  Florida,  claiming  the  value  of  his 
house  and  appurtenances  at  Barrancas,  near  the  United  States  barracks 
erected  there. 

The  circumstances  of  the  case  are  as  follows :  When  the  erection  of 
the  barracks  at  Barrancas,  Pensacola  Harbor,  was  undertaken,  it  was 
considered  that  the  possession  of  several  adjacent  pieces  of  property 
might  be  desirable  to  the  government.  With  the  view  of  ascertaining 
the  value  of  this  property,  appraisers  were  appointed,  one  by  the  re- 
spective owners  and  the  other  by  the  United  States,  the  latter  being 
Lieutenant  Whiting,  Corps  of  Engineers,  assistant  to  Msyor  Chase. 
These  appraisers  did  not  agree  in  their  valuations  of  the  property, 

I  then  had  another  appraisement  made  under  oath  by  Lieutenant 
Whiting  on  the  part  of  the  United  States ;  Mr.  O.  M.  Avery  being  ap- 
pointed by  the  owners.  The  result  was  as  follows:  Hulse  improve- 
ments, $2,500,  lot  $200 ;  Clifford  improvement,  $2,200,  lot  $100 ;  Doherty 
improvement,  $2,300,  lot  $200 ;  Oldmixon  improvement,  $3,500,  lot  $200. 

Upon  these  valuations  the  owners  severally  executed,  in  the  year  1847, 
deeds  of  conveyance  to  the  United  States  for  their  improvements,  upon 
the  condition  of  the  acceptance  of  the  deed  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  for  the  lots,  ui>on  condition  that  Congress  acknowledged  their  claims 
thereto  and  confirm  their  titles.  These  deeds  of  conveyance  were  made 
at  the  instance  of  Major  Chase,  as  I  suppose,  who  recommended  that  the 
value  assessed  be  paid  for  the  respective  improvements.  It  will  be  un- 
derstood by  this  that  their  title  to  the  land  is  doubtful,  never  having 
been  confirmed  by  Congress;  and  that  it  is  for  the  War  Department  to 
decide  whether  or  not  the  improvements  shall  be  paid  for,  and  the  prem- 
ises taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States. 

It  ought  in  fairness  to  be  stated  that  these  possessions  have  been  held 
by  these  persons,  or  under  them,  for  a  long  course  of  years;  that  the 
improvements  have  cost  them,  severally,  a  good  deal  of  money,  and  that 
the  erection  of  the  barracks  in  front  of,  and  almost  in  contact  with,  Dr. 
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noise's  hoase,  as  he  states^  impaired  greatly  the  valae  of  his  improve- 
ments. 

I  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  taking  possession  of  all  these 
improvements,  and  think  they  may  all  be  used  to  more  or  less  advan- 
tage by  the  garrison  there,  or  by  the  Engineer  Department. 

These  private  xK>8sessiotts  in  the  midst  of  the  buildings  of  a  garrison 
onght  to  be  cleared  out.  I  think,  moreover,  the  circumstances  have 
created  an  equitable  claim  for  remuneration  for  the  improvements,  and 
we  have  the  sworn  valuation  of  the  property  stated  above. 

The  houses  are  worth  less  now  than  then,  undoubtedly,  and  generally 
they  have  been  occupied  to  the  advantage  of  the  claimants  in  the  inte- 
rim. I  therefore  recommend  that  the  engineer  officer.  Lieutenant  Kew- 
ton,  be  authorized  to  pay  for  these  improvements  at  a  valuation  which 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops,  the  acting  quartermaster  at  the 
post,  and  Lieutenant  Newton,  shall,  aifter  careful  examination,  affix,  the 
same  to  be  first  submitted  for  approval  to  the  War  Department. 

Some  information  as  to  the  origin  of  these  claims  will  be  found  in  a 
letter  herewith,  firom  this  office,  dated  May  30, 1854,  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  reporting  on  some  inquiries  made  by  General  Shields,  Chairman 
of  the  Military  Committee  of  the  Senate.  The  papers  exhibiting  the 
two  appraisements  and  the  deeds  of  conveyance  are  also  herewith. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEN, 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  and  Colonel  Engineers. 

Hon.  Jepfebson  Davis, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Pensacola,  February  19, 1865. 
Sib  :  I  have  now  to  furnish  the  information  called  for  by  the  depart- 
ment in  its  letter  to  me  of  the  20th  ultimo,  and  received  by  me  on  the 
3l8t  ultimo. 

I  regret  that  the  necessity  of  overlooking  many  papers,  and  of  making 
minute  personal  examinations  of  the  works,  for  the  purpose  of  inform- 
ing myself  in  the  matter,  should  have  delayed  this  communication  to 
the  present  moment. 

Herewith  inclosed  are  two  papers  on  "Fort  Barrancas  and  barracks" 
and  Fort  McBae,  which  give  my  views  iii  detail  upon  the  subjects  therein 
presented. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Mrat  Lieutenant  Engineers. 
Brigadier  General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer^  Washington. 


Report  on  the  Buhfect  of  ofioere^  quarters  at  Fort  Barrancas f  and  upon  the  proper  application  of 
the  funds  available  for  this  purpose,  for  Fort  Barrancas  and  redoubt 

Officers'  Quarters  at  the  Barrancas.— This  is  a  question  of  great  moment,  not 
merely  in  view  of  providing  c^narters  for  officers,  but  of  obtaining  control  over  certain 
tenements  owned  bv  private  individuals  and  situated  within  inconvenient  proximity  to 
the  barracks.  I  refer  in  the  last  clause  to  the  improvements  owned  by  Samuel  Clifford 
and  by  Isaac  Hnlse,  which  are  particularly  obnoxious  under  this  point  of  view.  The 
occupation  of  the  premises  of  Samuel  Clifford  b^  civilians  should  cease  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible if  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  barracks  is  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  As 
matters  stand  the  exhalations  of  the  stable,  the  cow-house,  and  of  numerous  old  and  de- 

8.  Ex.  Doc.  103 2 
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caying  ont-bonses  in  the  back  yard  of  .tbese  premises,  are  raised  by  the  snmmei'B  heat 
and  carried  into  the  barracks,  which  are  only  sixteen  feet  ramoved  from  thepouta<m  of 
this  nnisanoe. 

The  premises  of  Isaac  Hnlse,  esq.,  on  the  contrary,  front  and  are  contignoiu  to  the 
ba<;k  wall  of  the  barrack  kitchens.  The  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  these  tenements, 
occasioned  by  the  proximity  of  the  barracks,  will,  hereafter,  determine  the  social  etaod- 
ing  of  its  occupants,  and  the  commanding  officer  of  troops  at  the  Barrancas  has  already 
been  annoyed  by  breaches  of  discipline  and  order  among  the  soldiers,  occasioned  by  the 
bad  character  of  certain  tenants  of  this  house.  This  argument  may  be  urged,  though 
in  a  less  degree,  against  the  propriety  of  ha\ing  any  tenements  at  the  Barrancas  under 
the  control  of  civilians.  If  the  premises  of  Isaac  Hulse,  eso.,  be  purchased,  it  may  be 
torn  down,  or  removed  and  converted  into  a  dwelling  or  other  honae,  suitable  for  the 
current  military  service  of  the  post,  as  may  be  deemed  advisable. 

Should  Samuel  Clifford's  improvement  be  purchased,  I  propose  that  the  house  be  re- 
paired, the  kitchen  torn  down  and  rebuilt,  and  all  of  the  out-houses,  without  exception, 
torn  down  and  removed.  The  fence  must  be  rebuilt  in  such  a  way  as  to  place  tiie  back 
portion  thereof  forty  feet  from  the  barrack  pavement. 

In  addition  to  the  purchase  above-named  I  recoumiend  the  purchase  of  Mr.  Oldmiz- 
on's  improvement  for  officers'  quarters.  The  house  is  in  good  order — no  repairs  are 
necessary  in  it  for  the  present.  It  may  afford  convenience  to  the  occupants  to  move  one 
partition  on  the  back  piazza,  so  as  to  give  a  longer  space  for  a  ^ning-room.  The  roof 
of  the  house  and  front  piazza  will,  probably,  require  removing,  or  extensive  repairs  in 
a  year  or  two.  The  kitchen  must  be  shingled  anew  and  the  walk  leading  to  it  re- 
paired. A  stable  should  be  ^ut  up  on  the  premises  and  the  fences  repaired.  All  of  the 
out-buildings,  with  an  occasional  exception,  should  be  removed. 

I  think  it  of  importance  that  Mr.  Clifford's  improvements  be  first  purchased,  then 
Dr.  Hulse's,  and  lastly  Mr.  Oldmixon's. 

VcUue  qf  AotcMS  and  lots  as  assessed  bjf  sworn  rrferees  in  1847. 

Samuel  Clifford's  improvements (2,200  00 

Samuel  Clifford's  lot 200  00 

Isaac  Hulse's  improvement. 2, 500  00 

Isaac  Hnlse's  lot 200  00 

Edward  Oldmixon's  improvement ♦ 3, 500  00 

Edward  Oldmixon's  lot 200  00 

8,800  00 
Deduct  value  of  lots 600  00 

8,200  00 
Amount  of  funds  available  for  Fort  Barrancas  and  barracks 8,966  30 

Balance,  sufficient  for  care  and  preservation  of  property  to  September,  1856.       766  30 

Or  again : 

Samuel  Clifford's  improvements  and  lot .' $2,400  00 

Isaac  Hulse's  improvements  and  lot...' 2,700  00 

5,100  00 
Amount  of  funds  available  as  above 8,966  30 

Balance 3,866  30 

Which  balance  should  be  devoted  to  repairs  of  railway  up  to  redoubt,  to  re- 
building wharf,  &c. 

Repairs  of  railway,  including  removal  of  sand  on  track |830  00 

Building  wharf,  22  feet  wide  60  feet  long,  to  12  feet  water 600  00 

Platform  on  shore  30  feet  long  by  10  feet  wide,  to  receive  materials. .      45  00 
Amount  necessary  for  care  and  preservation  of  property  to  Septem- 
ber, 1856 510  00 

1,985  00 

Balance  available  for  redoubt  and  Fort  Barrancas 1,881  30 

Repairs  of  pointing  and  stoppage  of  leaks.  Fort  Barrancas 600  00 

Balance  left  for  redoubt 1,281  30 

In  the  estimate  for  wharf  I  have  included  coppering  of  piles,  since,  with  this  precau- 
tion, the  wharf  will  assume  somewhat  of  a  permanent  character — according  to  Major 
Chase's  report  to  the  department  a  duration  of  over  twenty  years  may  be  expected.    I 
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have  carried  the  head  of  the  whaxf  to  twelve4(>ot  water,  in  order  to  unload  yessels 
ooming  from  the  north  with  m*teiial«  for  the  works.  The  pilee  are  placed  far  apart 
in  order  to  counteract  the  tendency  of  the  sand  to  gather  about  this  place,  and  form  a 

salient  point.  When  the  beach  at  this  place  haa  aasumed  a  fixed  character  it  will  be 
time  to  strengthen  and  extend  the  wharf  head. 

Mr.  Oldmixan^a  house. 

Platform  leading  to  kitchen (25  00 

fihingling  kitchen 45  00 

Sbineling  roof  of  the  hoase,  (in  one  or  two  years' time) 130  00 

BaildiDg  stable  and  cow-house 120  00 

Partition  on  back  piazza 26  00 

Glass,  glazing  and  painting 20  00 

Repairs  of  fence  and  miscellaneous 99  00 

Whitewashing. 10  00 

475  00 

Sanwd  Clifford's  house. 

Bnilding  kitchen $190  00 

Bnilding  passage  to  kitchen 18  OO 

Flooring  piazza. 16  00 

Plastermg  dining  room ! 8  00 

Doorframes  and  fitting 24  00 

Bnilding  partition 10  00 

Shingling  house  and  piazza , 116  00 

Repairs  of  ground  sill 22  00 

Painting,  whitewashing,  &c 50  00 

New  fence  md  miscellaiieous 146  00 


600  00 


I  haTe  estimated  for  the  sums  necessary  to  convert  these  tenements  into  ofiicer's 
quarters.  I  propose  that  after  the  purchase  of  these  buildings  they  be  turned  over  to 
the  line.  By  this  means  the  expenses  for  repairs  will  be  much  less  than  the  amounts 
estimated  above,  for  many  mechanics  are  found  among  the  soldiers,  who  may  be  em- 
ployed at  axi  extra  price  of  only  40  cents  per  day.  Asain,  by  turning  over  these  build- 
ings to  the  line  for  repairs,  we  are  possessed  of  a  fhrther  sum  which  oecomes  available 
for  extinguishing  the  claims  of  citizens. 

As  to  t£e  value  of  these  tenements  it  must  be  remembered  that  they  were  assessed 
eight  years  ago,  perhaps  rather  above  than  below  their  true  value.  In  the  interval 
vfaichhas  elapsea  decay  must  have  progressed  in  the  portions  covered  up,  and  a  de- 
crease of  value  has  been  the  consequence.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  values 
asfiessed  in  1847  are  now  much  too  great,  and  that  a  new  assessment  by  sworn  referees 
has  become  indispensable. 

The  owners  of  improvements  would  be  unwillisg  to  take  the  valuation  of  an  agent 
of  the  government,  and  it  is  best  to  refer  the  matter,  provided  the  referees  shall  make 
their  asseennents  under  certain  definite  heads,  viz :  1.  The  actual  present  value  of  t-ene- 
ments.  2.  The  expenses,  &c.,  of  removal  to  another  dwelling.  3.  The  ineidental  value 
of  premises  to  owners.  4.  The  amounts  paid  by  occupants  for  their  lots. 

The  amount  necessary  to  apply  these  tenements  to  the  uses  of  the  government  will, 
of  course,  be  determined  by  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  is  a  separate  consid- 
eration. Although  I  have  not  discussed  the  matter  with  the  owners  of  improvements, 
I  think  that  they  will  consent  to  a  new  valuation,  for  they  must  be  aware  that  their 
titles  to  the  grounds  are  disputable. 

Dr.  Hulse's  improvements  are  to  be  considered  under  a  different  point  of  view.  The 
present  value  thereof  would  not  furnish  a  fair  estimate  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  to 
him,  for  he  has  undoubtedly  neglected  his  premises  since  the  building  of  the  barracks. 
It  will  probably  become  necessary  to  pay  him  the  value  put  upon  them  in  1847. 

It  is  proper  to  inform  the  department  that  the  quartermaster  has  nearly  finished  a 
set  of  quarters  for  the  commanding  officers  of  the  post;  the  purchase  and  fitting  ap  of 
Mr.  Clifford's  house  will,  in  addition  to  other  accommodations,  barelv  furnish  quarters 
for  the  officers  usually  present  with  <tne  company.  It  would  oe  well,  therefore,  to  ob- 
tain Mr.  Oldmixon's  house  in  addition. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  department. 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
First  lAsHteuaut  Sngineers. 

P.  8.-1  have  to  add,  that  this  post  being  entitled  to  a  chaplain,  it  is  necessary  to  pur- 
chase Mr.  Oldmixon's  house  in  order  to  meet  this  farther  demand. 
IhmsAOOhA,  February  19, 1855. 
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PIoM  9f  SarnvtiA  CUffordPi  Boute, 
van  BTOBT. 


The  ftttio  U  not  fitted  np  for  haUtatton,  and  will  not 
protiably  be  reqnized. 


-The  roofr  of  house  and  piaaoa  Join. 


/7"  Ikll  from  floor  of  bouse  to  that  of  baok  pteaia. 
^Ceiling  of  piaixa  KK  8"  high  here. 


I  Half  window. 
4''iUlfaifloorofpla»a. 
Ceiling  of  plana  6'  10"  from  floor  here. 
Kitohen  S4'  x  15^  to  be  rebtdlt,  ezeept  ohimner. 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington^  April  3, 1856. 

Sib  :  The  accompanying  letter  from  Major  W.  H.  Chase,  in  relation 
to  the  claims  of  certain  persons  to  property  at  Barrancas,  Florida,  is 
respectfnlly  submitted  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  request 
that  it  be  added  to  the  papers  which  were  presented  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment with  letter  from  this  office  of  December  11, 1855,  asking  author- 
ity to  settle  the  claims  in  question. 
Very,  &c., 

J08.  G.  TOTTEN, 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  and  Colanel  of  Engineers, 

Hon.  Jefferson  Davis, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Pensacola,  March  21, 1856. 
Sir  :  In  addition  to  what  I  have  already  written  to  the  department,  I 
desire  to  put  on  record  the  following  remarks  in  relation  to  the  village  of 
Barrancas,  and  to  the  claimants  of  lots  therein.  The  town  of  Barrancas 
was  laid  out  by  a  Spanish  governor  of  West  Florida,  and  the  plan  remitted 
to  Madrid  for  approval  by  the  King  of  Spain.  The  plan  was  not  returned 
to  the  governor,  receiving  neither  the  approval  nor  the  disapproval  of 
the  King.  In  tiie  interim  certain  subjects  of  his  Mtyesty  were  permitted 
to  occupy  lots  in  the  town,  nestling  in  security  under  the  protection  of 
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the  governor,  where  they  continued  to  nestle  for  upwards  of  twenty- 
years,  under  successive  Spanish  governors,  up  to  the  period  when,  by 
treaty,  the  territory  of  Florida  passed  from  a  kingly  to  a  democratic 
form  of  government.  The  new  sovereign,  the  United  States,  desiring  to 
fulfill  all  guarantees  given  in  the  treaty,  and  especially  with  regard  to 
the  validity  of  land  titles,  very  soon  appointed  a  commission,  composed 
of  honest  and  competent  i)ersons,  to  entertain  and  decide  upon  claims 
to  land  within  the  territory.  Among  claims  that  were  presented  to  the 
commission  were  those  of  the  occupiers  of  lots  in  the  town  or  village  of 
Barrancas.  There  were  no  titles  confirmed  by  the  Spanish  crown  forth- 
doming,  but  the  humble  claimants  rested  their  claim  upon  the  permis- 
sion given  by  a  Spanish  governor  to  occupy  their  respective  lots,  and 
their  undisturbed  nestling  therein  under  successive  Spanish  governors. 
This^  then,  was  clearly  a  case  of  equity.  There  was  no  legal  right  in 
the  claimants,  but  the  case  was  one  that  just  judges,  the  lovers  of  equity, 
would  delight  in  deciding  for  the  claimants,  if  they  could  do  so  without 
jostling  any  legal  principle.  The  commissioners  were  not  empowered  to 
confirm  these  claims,  but  they  would  not  reject  them,  and  they  referred 
the  whole  subject  to  Congress  for  an  equitable  award  in  the  premises. 
This  was  the  right  course,  and  these  humble  citizens,  former  nestlers 
under  a  kingly  government,  were  not  endangered  in  their  rights,  such 
as  they  were,  by  a  democratic  one.  The  whole  matter  has  remained, 
since  the  decision  of  the  commissioners,  in  statu  quo.  The  occupiers 
and  claimants  of  lots  have  been  permitted  to  remain  unmolested  by  the 
United  States  for  thirty-four  years,  although  their  possessions  are  in  the 
midst  of  the  naval  and  military  lands  reserved  for  defense  improvement 
The  authorities  at  Washington  do  not  appear  to  have  entertained  any 
idea  of  violently  removing  these  claimants  from  the  premises,  and  tak- 
ing possession  of  their  humble  dwellings.  On  the  contrary,  an  equita- 
ble arrangement,  by  purchase  of  the  rights  of  the  claimants,  was  recom- 
mended by  the  commandant  of  Aigineers  at  Barrancas,  to  which  the 
engineer  department,  in  a  spirit  of  equity,  responded,  and  ordered  an 
assessment  of  the  value  of  the  respexjtive  lots  and  improvements  to  be 
made,  and  deeds  of  relinquishment  of  the  same  to  be  obtained  from  the 
claimants,  having  in  view  an  appropriation  from  Congress  to  compensate 
said  deeds.  The  assessments  were  finally  made  by  disinterested  and 
competent  persons,  the  one  a  lieutenant  of  engineers,  the  other,  also  a 
working  man,  a  master  in  the  craft  of  carpentry,  and  lormerly  a  senator 
in  the  legislature  of  Florida.  The  proceedings  of  these  assessors,  and 
the  deeds  of  relinquishment  by  the  claimants  of  the  several  lots  and" im- 
provements, were  submitted  to  the  engineer  department.  In  the  mean- 
time the  barracks  designed  for  the  Barrancas  were  located  and  put  under 
construction.  They  will  eventually  envelop  the  village  of  Barrancas; 
but,  so  far,  although  coming  very  near  an  interference,  nothing  has  oc- 
curred to  disturb  present  holders,  whose  possessions,  either  by  heirship 
or  assignment,  date  back  for  more  than  half  a  century.  The  assess- 
ment of  the  improvements  is  not  supposed  to  give  their  intrinsic  value. 
But,  without  running  into  extravagance,  regard  was  had  to  the  incon- 
venience of  removal  and  loss  of  position  by  the  owners.  The  loss  of 
position  is  important,  for  it  cannot  be  supplied,  seeing  that  the  govern- 
ment monopolizes  all  the  vicinage  from  the  Big  Bayou  to  the  Grand  La- 
goon, on  a  meandering  extent  of  some  nine  miles.  These  inheritors  of  the 
first  nestlers  under  the  Spanish  government,  once  put  in  motion,  will  find 
no  resting  place  within  the  public  domain  unless  on  sufferance.  One  of 
the  improvements  is  occupied  and  owned  by  a  pilot,  to  whom  his  posi- 
tion is  very  important,  affording,  as  it  does,  the  best  "  look-out"  in  the 
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harbor  of  Pensaoola.  The  proprietors,  with  the  exception  of  one,  per- 
haps, are  desirous  not  to  sell,  even  at  the  liberally  assessed  value  of 
their  improvements.  The  positions  are  valuable  to  them  j  besides,  they 
probably  affect  the  locality.  Such  affections  are  not  rarer  with  the  poor 
than  with  the  rich.  If  such  feelings  governed,  and  the  possessor  had  a 
legal  right  to  his  bit  of  cottage,  who,  in  our  blessed  country,  could  com- 
pel him  to  take  fourfold  its  value  for  it  f  * 

I  do  not  feel  that,  in  advocating  the  equitable  rights  of  these  claimants, 
and  a  liberal  compensation  to  them  for  their  surrender,  I  compromise 
the  interests  of  the  United  States.  That  sovereignty,  as  I  understand 
its  principles,  desires  to  deal  equitably  with  all — with  its  humblest  cit- 
izens as  with  its  most  powerful  functionaries,  and  I  should  feel  that  I 
was  wanting  in  reverence  to  those  principles  had  I  .confined  my  action 
in  the  premises  to  the  mere  question  of  legal  right.  I  believe  that  my 
views  are  the  correct  one«,  and  I  am  neither  ashamed  nor  afraid  to  ex- 
press them.  I,  therefore,  again  recommend  that  the  claimants  be  paid 
the  assessment  of  their  respective  premises,  for  the  transfer  of  which  to 
the  United  Staees  they  have  already  executed  the  proper  deeds.  (0. 
3803.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  .CHASE, 

Major. 

General  J.  6.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  United  States  Army, 


Attorney  General's  Office, 

February  28,  1857. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  23d  January,  1856,  in  relation  to  the  rights  of  individuals 
claiming  lands  and  improvements  at  Fort  Barrancas,  Florida. 

The  persons  in  possession  do  not  appear  to  have  acquired  any  legal 
title  to  the  lands  which  they  occupy.  Their  rights  are  possessory  and 
of  an  equitable  character,  growing  out  of  permissive  occupancy,  formerly 
authorized  by  a  Spanish  governor,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the 
Crown,  which  was  never  given. 

The  value  of  the  respective  lots  and  improvements  has  been  ascer- 
tained, and  conveyances  to  the  United  States  made  and  executed,  but 
the  legal  delivery  thereof  is  dependent  upon  their  acceptance  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  "upon  condition  that  Congress  acknowledges  their 
claims  thereto,  and  confirmed  their  titles.''  There  is  no  evidence  that 
Congress  has  acknowledged  their  claims  or  confirmed  their  titles. 

The  question  which  you  present,  "  whether  these  individuals  have  such 
title  as  could  be  paid  for  by  this  department,  or  such  rights  in  the 
ground,  or  improvements,  as  could  be  purchased  by  the  department." 

The  act  of  May  1, 1820,  (3  Statutes  at  Large,  p.  568,  §  7,)  provides 
"  that  no  land  shall  be  purchased  on  account  of  the  tjnited  States,  except 
under  a  law  authorizing  the  purchase." 

I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  law  authorizing  the  purchase.  But 
if  the  department  were  authorized  to  purchase,  the  reservation  of  1841 
(5  Statutes  at  Large,  p.  468)  contemplates  that  the  title  acquired  shall 
be  a  valid  one.  The  occupants  referred  to  have  no  such  title  to  convey. 
I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion,  under  the  present  laws,  no  purchase  can 
be  legally  made  of  their  respective  interests.     Congress,  however,  in 
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making  an  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  their  interests,  can  author- 
ize the  acquisition  of  such  title  as  they  may  have  to  dispose  of,  however 
imperfect  that  title  may  be. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

C.  GUSHING. 
Hon.  Jefferson  Davis, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  of  the  .Alabama  and  Florida  Eailroad  Company, 

Pensacolaj  December  25y  1859. 

Sir  :  At  the  commencement  of  the  works  at  the  Barrancas,  in  this 
harbor,  I  employed  Mr.  Celestino  Gonzales  as  the  superintendent  of  the 
works,  paying  him  a  fixed  price  per  day,  including  every  allowance.  He, 
of  course,  was  obliged  to  provide  his  own  quarters,  and  in  consideration 
of  there  being  no  building  whatever  that  he  could  occupy,  and  of  the 
necessity  that  his  residence  should  be  convenient  to  the  works,  I  gave 
him  permission  to  erect  a  dwelling  house  at  the  Barrancas,  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  on  the  completion  of  Fort  Barrancas  the  government 
would  purchase  the  same  at  a  fair  assessed  value. 

Under  the  approval  of  the  department  I  was  authorized,  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  Gonzales,  to  fix  a  price  with  his  executors  for  the  premises, 
and  to  purchase  the  same.  The  purchase  was  not  consummated  for  the 
want  of  funds  applicable  to  the  object,  and  Mrs.  Gonzales  was  permitted 
to  remain  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  premises  by  myself  and  my 
successors,  no  injury  to  the  public  interests  accruing  therefrom.  After 
the  control  of  the  military  reserve  upon  which  the  incomplete  forti- 
fications and  barracks  are  situated  had  passed  from  the  commanding 
engineer  oflScer  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  barracks,  the  present 
commandant.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Winder,  took  measures  for  the  re- 
moval of  Mrs.  Gonzales  from  the  possession  of  her  dwelling  house,  re- 
quiring its  delivery,  without  compensation,  to  the  United  States.  To 
this  effect  a  notice  has  been  given  of  a  process  to  be  instituted  by  the 
United  States  district  attorney,  who,  however,  states  that  he  will  not 
pursue  a  summary  process,  affording  time  for  a  true  representation  of 
the  case  to  the  authorities  at  Washington. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  becomes  my  duty  to  represent  the  mat- 
ter to  you,  and  to  request  that  you  will  refer  to  my  correspondence  re- 
lating to  the  matter  on  file  in  your  office ;  and  being  satisfied  with  my 
statement,  that  you  will  take  such  measures  as  will  protect  Mrs.  Gron- 
zales  in  her  rights,  and  cause  a  suspension  of  proceedings  until  Lieuten 
ant  Prime  can,  upon  your  requisition  make  a  report  to  the  department. 

I  beg  further  to  say,  that  neither  during  my  time  nor  since  has  any 
cause  of  complaint,  of  unquiet,  or  disturbance  on  Mrs.  Gonzales's  premises 
ever  been  preferred  to  myself,  my  successors,  or  to  your  department, 
and  that  we  have  always  recognized  the  quiet  possession  by  Mrs.  Gon- 
zales until  the  time  when  the  government  should  be  ready  to  purchase  it 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CHASE. 

Colonel  K.  E.  DeEussy, 

Chief  Efigineer  United  States,  Washington. 
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Oppice  op  the  Alabama  and  Florida  Bailroad  CoMPAirr, 

PensacoUxj  December  25, 1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  informed  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Winder,  com- 
manding the  barracks  at  the  Barrancas,  in  this  harbor,  has  procured  an 
order  to  be  issued  to  the  United  States  district  attorney  at  this  place  to 
serve  notices  on  certain  occupants  of  the  military  reserve  lands  that  they 
will,  by  due  process,  be  expelled  the  same,  and  that  their  buildings  will 
be  taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States. 

It  having  been  through  my  agency,  and  while  in  charge  of  the  con- 
struction, of  the  fortification  at  the  Barrancas,  that  those  occupants 
were  permitted  to  erect  certain  buildings,  and  to  occupy  them  within 
the  military  reserve  lands,  I  find  it  necessary  alike  to  the  rights  of 
of  the  occupants  and  of  the  interests  of  the  United  States  to  make  a 
statement  of  the  facts  in  the  premises,  which  will  probably  place  the 
matter  in  a  dififerent  light  than  that  exhibited  by  Colonel  Winder,  who 
doabtless  is  ignorant  of  them. 

It  is  known  to  your  department,  as  being  of  record,  that  the  Forts 
Pickens,  McEae,  Barrancas,  and  the  barracks  and  redoubt  of  the  Bar- 
rancas, were  for  the  most  part  built  by  slave  mechanics  and  laborers ; 
and  that  the  owners  were  permitted  to  construct  barracks,  or  houses  for 
their  aecommodation,^  by  which  the  United  States  were  saved  the  con- 
siderable expense  of  erecting  similar  structures.  These  buildings  were 
removed  in  succession  from  Forts  Pickens,  and  McRae,  by  my  direction, 
on  the  completion  of  these  works.  There  now  remains  at  the  Barran- 
cas a  single  building  only,  belonging  to  Jasper  Strong,  esq.,  whose 
efficient  force  has  been  for  so  long  a  time  employed  on  the  public  works. 
On  the  commencement  of  Fort  Barrancas,  I  gave  Mr.  Strong  permission 
to  erect  the  necessary  buildings  for  his  worlanen,  and  they  w^ere  placed 
at  a  convenient  position  on  the  low  grounds,  and  in  nowise  interfering 
with  the  fort.  During  the  time  of  my  superintendance  of  the  fortifica- 
tions, these  buildings  were  exclusively  used  as  quarters  for  the  work- 
men, and  for  a  storehouse.  It  has  never  been  used  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, and  quiet  and  order  have  always  been  maintained  in  and  about 
the  premises.  And  I  also  know  that  during  the  times  of  my  successors, 
Captain  Newton,  Lieutenant  Snyder,  and  Lieutenant  Prime,  these  gen- 
tlemen had  no  cause  of  complaint  of  any  improper  use  of  said  buildings ; 
or  that  they  ever  thought,  more  than  myself,  of  ha\ang  them  removed 
until  the  completion  of  the  works.  Nor  would  the  high  and  estimable 
character  of  Mr.  Strong  authorize  the  suspicion  that  any  such  use  would 
ever  be  permitted  by  him. 

The  single  building  remains  in  this  condition,  and  the  force  of  Mr. 
Strong,  though  now  employed  by  Lieutant  Prime,  at  Ship  Island,  is  in 
readiness  to  be  applied  in  assisting  at  the  completion  of  the  redoubt  and 
barracks  of  the  Barrancas  whenever  appropriations  are  made,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Prime,  or  other  engineer  officer,  is  directed  to  resume  operations 
thereat. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  Mr. 
Strong  be  permitted  to  remain  in  possession  of  his  building  until  the 
public  works  of  the  Barrancas  are  completed,  or  at  least  so  long  as  his 
forces  may  be  required  by  the  Engineer  Department.  I  would  remark 
that  the  removal  of  this  building  would  make  it  necessary  for  the  Engi- 
neer Department  to  construct  quarters  and  a  storehouse  for  the  accom- 
modation of  workmen,  when  the  operations  were  resumed.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  justice  to  Mr.  Strong,  as  well  as  of  economy  to  the  government, 
that  the  building  should  remain  as  it  is.    And  I  would  request  that  the 
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proper  authority  should  be  requested  to  prevent  the  further  iiiterf<ueiioe 
of  Colonel  Winder  in  the  matter,  until  Lieutenant  Prime  can  report  to 
you  whether  in  his  opinion  the  building  of  Mr.  Strong  is  required  for 
the  future  operations  of  the  Engineer  Department  at  the  Barrancas. 

The  district  attorney  informs  me  that  he  will  not  proceed  summarily 
in  the  matter;  but  that  he  will  content  himself  with  serving  the  neces- 
sary notice  to  Mr.  Strong,  for  the  present,  thus  reasonably  performing 
his  duty  to  the  United  States,  without  unnecessarily  jostling  the  inter- 
ests or  the  rights  of  others. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CHASE. 

Colonel  E.  E.  DeBussey, 

Chief  Engineer  United  States^  Wtuhington. 


Engineer  Depaetment,  Washingtonj  February  7, 1860. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reference  to  this  office  for 
report  of  the  letter  of  the  chairman  of  the  Senate  Comn^ittee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  dated  the  24th  ultimo,  inclosing  the  petition  of  certain  per- 
sons in  Florida  praying  compensation  for  lauds  claimed  by  them  near 
Pensacola,  and  asking  for  any  information  relating  thereto. 

The  papers  herewith  submitted,  which  present  ttie  history  of  the  case 
as  understood  at  this  office,  will  show — 

Fiist.  That  certain  of  the  petitioners  hold  possession  within  the  mili- 
tary reserve  at  the  Barrancas,  under  permits  granted  by  a  Spanish  gov- 
ernor anterior  to  the  acquisition  of  Florida  by  the  United  States;  which 
permits,  not  having  been  confirmed  by  the  Spanish  Cix)wn,  or  subse- 
quently by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  confer  no  legal  claim  what- 
ever to  the  land  to  which  they  refer.  These  individuals,  or  those  hold- 
ing under  them,  are  and  have  been,  for  more  than  forty  years,  tenants 
at  will,  paying  no  rent  whatever  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  possessions. 

Second.  While  those  of  the  petitioners  holding  under  these  Spanish 
permits  have  no  legal  claim  to  their  possessions,  yet,  aa  they  accepted 
the  permits  in  good  faith,  under  the  assurance  of  the  governor  that  they 
should  receive  titles  to  the  property  upon  the  approval  of  the  Crown, 
which  there  was  little  doubt  of  obtaining,  it  has  been  thought  they 
gained  thereby  an  equitable  claim  to  consideration  in  their  possessions. 
Under  this  idea  they  were  permitted  to  remain  upon  their  possessions 
in  the  quiet  occupancy  of  their  homes  for  a  long  series  of  years ;  and 
when  it  became  desirable,  from  public  considerations,  that  all  private 
claims  upon  the  reserve  should  be  extinguished,  and  the  entire  control 
vested  in  the  military  authorities,  the  Engineer  Department  obtained  a 
sworn  valuation  of  the  assumed  property  of  the  claimants,  or  rather 
such  of  it  as  was  still  occupied  with  improvements,  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  authority  for  taking  possession  thereof  by  paying  such  val- 
uations. 

Third.  One  of  the  petitioners,  Pauline  Gonzales,  administratrix  of  C. 
Gonzales,  is  believed  to  possess  no  claim  under  these  Spanish  grants, 
'  but  to  derive  all  her  rights  from  the  permission  granted  to  Mr.  Gk)nza- 
les  by  the  engineer  officer  in  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  fortifica- 
tions in  the  harbor  of  Pensacola,  to  erect  a  dwelling  on  the  government 
domain  as  a  residence.  The  letters  herewith  of  Miyor  Chase,  the  offi- 
cer referred  to,  will  furnish  all  the  information  in  this  office  in  regard  to 
this  case. 
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There  is  no  donbt  of  the  propriety ,  and,  indeed,  the  necessity,  of  clear- 
ing off  all  private  bnildings  &om  the  military  reserve.  Most  of  the  im- 
provements ase  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of^  and  some  of  them  in 
almost  actual  contact  with,  the  barracks  at  the  Barrancas,  thereby  seri- 
ously interfering  with  the  police  and  discipline  of  the  post  Some  of 
these  boildings  are  represented  as  great  nuisances. 

It  would  seem  but  just,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  taking 
possession,  as  it  no  doubt  has  the  right  to  do,  of  the  portions  of  the  re- 
serve now  occupied  by  individuals,  to  acknowledge  the  equity  of  claims 
to  improvements,  at  least  as  far  as  such  improvements  are  of  value 
to  the  United  States.  Some  of  the  buildings  mil  probably  be  useful  for 
garrison  purposes^  as  for  officers'  quarters,  &c.  The  lots  ought  not,  I 
think,  to  be  paid  for. 

Should  you  adopt  the  above  view  of  the  case,  an  appropriation  will  be 
necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

The  improvements  of  Messrs.  Hulse,  Clifford  and  Oldmixon,  and  Mrs. 
Doherty,  were  valued  in  the  aggregate  by  the  referees  at  $10,500,  and 
the  Gonzales  house,  by  Major  Chase,  at  $1,650,  making  in  all  the  sum 
(12,150.  If  the  referee's  value  of  the  lots  be  included,  the  aggregate 
sum  is  $12,850. 

As  the  buildings  have  probably  deteriorated  since  the  appraisement 
was  made,  a  new  valuation  should  be  obtained,  and  for  this  purpose  the 
commanding  officer,  acting  quartermaster  of  tne  post,  and  the  engineer 
officer  of  the  station  might  be  designated,  and  the  act  of  appropriation 
should  provide  that  the  amounts  to  be  paid  be  determined  by  a  board  of 
referees  thus  constitnted. 

The  letter  of  the  Hon.  Jeff  Davis,  chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Military  AfiiairB,  with  the  inclosed  petition,  is  herewith  returnei^  &c. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Captain  of  Engineers  in  Charge. 

Hon-  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


QUAETEBMASTEB  GeNEBAL'S  OFFICE, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  2, 1867. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  certain  papers  relative  to 
the  occupation  of  a  portion  of  the  military  reserve  at  Pensacola,  Flori- 
daj)y  private  parties. 

The  following  comprises  the  information  to  be  derived  from  the 
papers: 

On  the  23d  of  May,  1866,  the  Adjutant  General  referred  to  this 
office  a  communication  from  Brevet  Brigadier  Greneral  T.  Seymour, 
commanding  at  Barrancas  barracks,  to  the  effect  that  certain  lots  and 
buildings  near  those  barracks^  which  were  erected  and  are  now  occu- 
pied by  private  parties,  are  interfering  with  the  projected  improve- 
ments, which  were  in  part  executed  before  the  war,  and  which  must 
sooner  or  later  be  completed. 

General  Seymour  states  that  three  of  these  lots  are  immediately  in 
contact  with  the  permanent  barracks ;  that  the  owners  hold  land  titles 
under  the  old  Spanish  grants,  duly  recognized  as  valid ;  that  appraisal 
was  properly  made  before  the  war  and  a  nominal  sum  paid  to  bind  the 
agreement  to  selL 
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General  Seymour  transmits  a  sketch  of  the  property,  and  gives  the 
following  description  of  the  lots  and  of  their  reputed  owners  : 

Lot  No.  1,  quite  small,  now  belongs  to  widow  Clifford,  who  resided  in  Mont- 
gomery, Alabama,  during  the  war,  and  whose  sons  were  in  rebel  service.  This  hoase 
and  lot  were  restored  pending  higher  decision,  in  February,  1866,  by  the  then  com- 
manding officer. 

No.  2  belongs  to  one  Jenkins,  a  boy  before  the  war,  and  now  at  school  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

No.  3  belongs  to  the  Oldmixon  family  and  was  occupied  by  it  during  the  war. 
Certain  other  ground  between  these  lots  and  the  fort  is  said  to  belong  to  one  Moreno, 
of  Pensacola,  and  his  title  should  also  be  extinguished. 

General  Seymour's  communication  was  referred  through  Major  Gen- 
eral Foster,  commanding  Department  of  Florida^  who  indorsed  it  as 
follows  : 

Respectfully  referred,  &c.,  &c.,  with  the  request  that  the  records  in  the  within 
matter  be  investigated.  It  is  my  impression  that  the  lots  and  land  herein  referred  to, 
are  on  a  proper  military  reservation,  that  the  title* is  vested  in  government,  and  that 
the  occupants  are  mere  squatters.  I  respectfully  request  speedy  directions  in  this 
case,  to  enable  me  to  remove  these  trespassers. 

The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  army  having  been  applied  to  for  informs 
tion  relative  to  the  reservation,  has  transmitted  two  sketches,  viz : 

1st.  Sketch  of  Barrancas,  exhibiting  position  of  United  States  bar- 
racks, and  the  lots  and  improvements  belonging  to  Hulse,  Oldmixon, 
Doherty  and  Clifford. 

2d.  Sketch  of  the  land  reserved  for  naval  purposes  near  Pensacola 
navy  yard,  showing  the  part  which  is  suggested  should  be  transferred 
from  the  Navy  to  the  War  Department,  including  the  above  sites  of 
barracks,  and  showing  where  the  barracks  are  located. 

The  Chief  Engineer  says  that  "it  appears  from  these  papers  that  the 
grouad  on  which  the  improvements  of  Clifford,  Doherty,  (Jenkins,) 
and  Oldmixon  are  built  was  formerly  reserved,  in  the  year  1838,  to  the 
United  States  by  the  act  of  the  President.'' 

I  may  add,  for  your  information,  *'that  while  the  right  of  those  indi- 
viduals to  the  ground  on  which  their  buildings  stand  has  not  been 
acknowledged,  it  has  been  proposed  heretofore  to  make  them  equitable 
allowance  for  their  improvements."  * 

From  the  files  of  this  office  I  find  a  communication  from  Brevet 
Lieuteilant  Colonel  J.  H.  Winder,  First  Artillery,  commanding  at  Bar- 
rancas, dated  July  10, 1859,  and  one  from  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Slemmer, 
First  Artillery,  commanding  there,  of  July  10, 1860,  both  referring  to 
this  private  property. 

The  letter  of  Colonel  Winder  covers  the  copy  of  one  from  Captain 
John  Newton,  engineer,  to  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  army,  dated  Janu- 
ary 17, 1857,  and  also  copies  of  four  deeds  signed  respectively  by  Samuel 
Clifford,  Isaac  Hulse,  Edward  Oldmixon  and  Jane  Doheity,  all  dated 
March  11,  1847,  by  which  they  agree  to  convey  to  the  United  States 
their  title  to  the  several  lots  and  improvements  thereon,  that  have 
been  before  referred  to  herein,  in  consideration  of  their  receiving  the 
following  amounts:  Samuel  Clifford,  $2,300;  Isaac  Hulse,  $2,700; 
Edward  Oldmixon,  $3,700;  Jane  Doherty,  $2,500.  In  the  communication 
from  Colonel  Winder  there  is  an  estimate  to  liquidate  these  amounts, 
but  in  amount  decreased  as  follows:  Clifford,  $100;  Hulse,  $200; 
Oldmixon,  ^200 ;  and  Doberty  $200,  which  decrease  arises  from  the  de- 
preciation of  the  improvements  'since  1847,  when  the  appraisal  was 
made. 

General  Seymour  in  a  subsequent  communication,  dated  November 
13, 1866,  states : 

As  honses  have  been  much  depreciated  since  1847,  (the  Halse  house  has  disap- 
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peared,)  I  hare  endeavored  to  pTocnre  a  new  estimate,  but  nnsuccessfully.  The 
aaBeasors  Talned  Oldmixon's  honse  at  |2,500  to  |3,000,  the  lot  at  $2,000  to  $3,000,  total 
(5,500,  and  the  Clifford  property  about  the  same.  The  Doherty  property  was  valued 
by  other  parties,  and  more  justly,  at  $1,500.  The  true  worth  of  such  property  here  may 
be  estimated  from  the  fact  that  the  Clifford  property  recently  changed  hands  at  $300, 
since  which  about  $400  has  been  expended  upon  it,  and  that  an  unimproved  lot  has 
been  oifered  for  sale  at  $60,  or  anything  it  will  bring.  But  present  owners  insist 
npon  a  fabulous  value  to  the  United  States  and  expect  prices  at  least  five  times  greater 
than  the  actual  market  value.  It  is  therefore  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the 
property  was  not  purc^^ased  twenty  years  since,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  the 
earliest  possible  measures  be  taken  to  secure  it,  as  these  houses  are  an  intolerable 
nuisance  under  existing  occupation. 

General  Seymour  recommends  that  they  be  dispossessed  of  all  occu- 
pancy, and  "that  authority  be  given  to  effect  it,''  failing  which  he  urges 
that  the  valuations  of  1847  be  tendered  to  the  owners  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  and  pending  any  farther  delay  "that  authority  be 
given  to  rent  the  houses  for  quarters  for  officers,  which  are  much 
needed.  The  Doherty  house  can  be  had  for  about  $12  per  month,  the 
others  at  about  $20.  I  respectfully  refer  to  a  letter  of  Captain  John 
Newton,  dnited  States  Engineers,  to  the  Chief  Engineer  (dated  January 
17, 1857,  and  accompanying  this)  for  reasons  for  renting,  stronger  now 
than  then." 

A  portion  of  the  papers  inclosed  relate  to  the  claim  of  E.  Thackery 
for  the  restoration  of  the  Clifford  property,  which  it  appears  has  been 
purchased  by  him.  This  case  was  referred  to  this  office  by  the  War 
Department.  * 

General  Seymour  reports  that  Mr.  Thackery  bought  the  house  at  a 
low  rate,  and  believes  that  if  it  is  restored  to  him  he  will  make  it  a 
nuisance  to  the  garrison. 

General  Seymour,  in  a  communication  dated  January  10,  1867,  in- 
formed this  office*  that  the  agent  of  the  Jenkins  property  (formerly 
Doherty^s)  offers  to  sell  it  to  the  United  States  for  |l,500,  the  amount 
at  which  it  has  recently  been  valued  by  referees.  The  purchase  is 
recommended  by  General  Seymour,  who  remarks  that  "this  valuation  is 
undoubtedly  more  moderate  than  any  that  may  hereafter  be  expected." 

I  concur  in  the  views  of  General  Seymour,  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  valuations  of  1847  be  tendered  to  the  owners,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Doherty  property,  the  owner  of  which  offers  to  sell  it 
to  the  government  for  $1,500,  which  is  $1,000  less  than  its  valuation  in 
1847,  and,  pending  any  further  delay,  that  authority  be  given  to  rent  the 
houses  for  quarters  for  officers  at  rates  not  to  exceed  the  amounts 
stated  by  General  Sejanour,  and  that  the  offer  of  the  agent  of  the 
Doherty  (Jenkins)  property  to  sell  that  property  for  $1,500  be  accepted. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  KUCKEE, 
Acting  Qua/rtermaster  General^  Brevet  Major  Oeneral, 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

QUABTEBMASTEB  GENBEAL'S  OFFICE,  May  27,  1867. 

True  copy : 

J.  J.  DANA, 
Major.and  Quartermaster^ 
Brevet  Brigadier  Oeneral  United  States  Army. 


Pensacola,  Florida,  October  29, 1868. 
Colonel  :  I  have  at  Barrancas,  Florida,  a  piece  of  property  which  I 
am  desirous  of  disposing  of  to  the  United  States  government.    On  the 
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map  it  is  known  as  lot  iN'o.  7,  Saint  Charles  de  Barrancas.  The  lot  is 
forty  feet  front  by  one  hundred  and  seventy  feet  in  depth,  and  has  npon 
it  a  small  house,  with  four  rooms,  that  would  be  suitable  for  officers^ 
quarters. 

In  1847,  this  pieee  of  property  was  appraised  under  the  orders  of  th« 
Secretary  of  War,  and  all  arrangements  made  for  its  purchase,  but  fh>m 
causes  to  me  unknown  the  tranter  was  never  consummated.  Again,  in 
1866,  a  board  was  appointed  to  appraise  it,  but  resijlt  of  that  appraiisal 
I  do  not  know. 

If  the  government  desires  to  purchase  and  will  appoint  one  of  tbe  ap- 
praisers, myself  to  designate  one,  and  the  two  to  select  the  third,  I  will 
sell  at  the  sum  they  see  fit  to  fix.  At  present  I  have  no  map  of  the  re- 
serve, and  cannot  make  a  correct  drawing  from  memory,  but  I  think  the 
maps  on  file  in  the  Engineer  Department  at  Washington  will  give  a  cor- 
rect showing  of  the  property. 

I  would  ask  that  you  forward  this,  my  proposition,  to  the  Adjatant 
€teneral  United  States  Army, -with  such  indorsement  as  you  may  see  fit 
to  put  upon  it. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servsuit, 

GEO.  E.  WBNTWOBTH, 

Lo(^  Box  17,  Penmookij  Florida. 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  H.  S.  Oansevoobt, 
Captain  Fifth  United  States  Artillery^ 

Commanding  Post  Pensaoola  Harbor. 

•  [Indonemeiita  on  the  fbregoing  letter.] 

Headquabtebs  Pensaoola  Habbob, 

Barrancas  J  October  30, 1868. 

Bespectftilly  forwarded  to  Acyutant  General  United  States  Army. 

The  lot  in  question  lies  immediately  in  front  and  near  the  penter  of 
the  brick  barracks  at  this  post,  its  rear  running  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
building.  On  the  lot  is  a  frame  house  in  fair  order,  which  might  be  used 
for  officers'  quarters. 

I  would  refer  to  letters  of  Brevet  M^or  General  T.  Seymour,  lately  in 
command  here,  to  Adjutant  General  United  States  Army,  of  April  25, 
1866,  and  to  the  Quartermaster  General  United  States  Army,  of  the 
13th  November,  1866,  for  details^  and  necessity  of  action  in  the  case. 
The  following  will  show  the  relative  ix)sition  of  this  property  to  that  of 
the  United  States: 


Lotin  qmitioiH  and  IwiiM. 
ljC«  oflto't'  qn> 


OoT't   H  •tonboQMi. 

□ 

WbAll 

H.  S.  GANSEVOOET, 
Captain  Fifth  Artillerify  Bvt  Lieutenant  CoUmely  Commanding. 
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Hbadqttabtbbs  Distbict  of  Flobida, 

8amt  Augustinej  November  7, 1868. 
Bespeetfiilly  forwarded  to  headquarters  Department  of  the  Soath. 

JOHN  T.  8PEAGUB, 
Colonel  Seventh  Infantry ^  Commanding, 

Headqitabtebs  Dbpabtmbnt  of  the  South, 

Atlanta^  OeorgUh  November  18, 1868. 
Bespectfally  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army,  for 
reference  to  the  Engineer  or  Quartermaster's  Deparhnent,  for  such  action 
as  may  be  deemed  advisable. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major  General  United  States  Armtfj  Commanding. 


Pensagola,  Flobxda,  September  28, 1868. 

Sib  :  I  am  the  owner  of  a  lot  of  land  situated  and  lying  immediately  in 
front  of  the  United  States  barracks  at  Barrancas,  Florida.  It  is  known 
as  lot  No.  7,*and  is  forty  feet  front  by  one  hundred  and  seventy  feet 
deep.  On  the  lot  is  a  small  house  in  very  good  repairs.  The  house  has 
fear  good-sized  rooms,  and  a  small  addition  that  can  be  used  for  a 
kitchen.  The  rooms  are  lathed  and  i>lastered,  and  the  front  windows 
have  good  blinds.  The  building  would  make  very  desirable  officers' 
qoarters.  I  am  desirous  of  disposing  of  the  said  lot  and  house  to  the 
United  States  at  a  fair  and  equitable  price,  and  have  the  honor  to  apply 
for  an  order  directed  to  the  commanding  officer  post  of  Pensacola  Har- 
bor, appointing  a  board  of  appraisers,  one  to  be  appointed  by  said  offi- 
cer, the  second  to  be  selected  by  myself,  and  the  third  to  be  selected  by 
the  two  appointed  as  aforesaid :  they  to  make  a  valuation  and  report  the 
same  to  the  Adjutant  General  united  States,  furnishing  me  with  a  copy 
of  said  report 

This  piece  of  property  was  originally  owned  by  one  Clifford,  and  was 
by  his  widow  sold  to  Bichard  Thackery,  who  expended  a  considerable 
amount  in  making  repairs  upon  the  house.  After  he  had  furnished  it  I 
purchased  of  him.  In  1847  deeds  of  conveyance  were  made,  and  efforts 
were  then  made  to  transfer  said  property  to  the  United  States  govern- 
ment, but  for  some  reasons  the  bargain  was  not  completed.  The  papers 
are  now,  I  think,  on  file  in  Quartermaster  General's  Office,  at  Washing- 
ton. The  valuation  at  that  time  was  twenty-three  hundred  dollars, 
(•2,300.) 

In  1866  another  valuation  was  made,  but  what  the  figures  were  I  do 
not  know,  but  I  presume  the  papers  in  the  case  are  on  file  either  in  your 
office  or  that  of  the  Quartermaster  General.  The  maps  in  the  office  of 
Chief  of  Engineers  will  undoubtedly  show  you  just  how  this  lot  lies,  and 
yon  can  at  once  see  the  necessity  of  its  being  in  the  possession  of  the 
United  States  government.  And  in  connection  with  this  I  have  the 
honor  to  apply  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  a  map  of  the  Army  Beserve 
at  Barrancas. 

Hoping  that  you  will  issue  the  order  as  requested,  I  am,  very  respect- 

fuUy,  your  obedient  servant,  

GEO.  E.  WENTWOETH. 

The  Adjuxanx  Genkkal  TJioted  States  Ab^, 

Washington^  D.  C. 
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Office  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster, 

Barrancas,  Florida,  February  26, 1869. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  proceedingB'of 
a  board  of  appraisal  convened  at  this  post  February  16,  1869,  pursuant 
to  your  letter  dated  December  30, 1868.  The  board  could  not  meet  at 
an  earlier  date,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Wentworth.  A  sketch 
of  this  post  is  also  inclosed,  showing  a  portion  of  the  property  adjacent 
to  the  United  States  barracks,  which  is  owned  by  citizens. 

Lot  marked  E  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Wentworth,  and  its  purchase  has 
been  recommended  heretofore.  Lot  F  is  uninclosed  and  unimproved, 
but  as  it  forms  a  part  of  the  parade  its  purchase  is  recommended.  It 
is  the  property  of  Mr.  Carvancija,  of  Warrington,  and  has  been  offered 
at  private  sale  for  one  hundred  ($100)  dollars.  Lot  G  is  inclosed  and 
improved.  The  house  is  old  but  in  a  tolerable  state  of  repair.  On  this 
property  there  is  a  very  fine  grove  of  live-oaks.  This  property  is  owned 
by  Miss  Oldmixon.  Purchase  recommended.  Lot  H  is  uninclosed,  but 
contains  an  old  two-story  house,  in  a  very  bad  state  of  repair.  It  is 
owned  by  Dr.  John  Brosnaham,  of  Pensacola.  Purchase  recommended 
on  account  of  position. 

r  am  informed  that  the  greater  part  of  the  land  adjoining  the  Bar- 
rancas barracks  is  owned  by  private  parties,  but  am  unable  to  obtain 
information  as  to  the  exact  location,  as  there  is  no  map  or  plan  of  the 
village  of  Saint  Carlos  de  Barrancas  in  existence. 

The  title  deeds  give  no  description  of  the  property,  but  only  the  num- 
ber of  the  lot. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  BRINCKLfi, 
First  Lieut  Fifth  Artillery,  Bvt.  Maj.  and  A.  A.  Q,  M, 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  B.  Saxton, 

Chief  Quartermaster  Department  of  South. 


Proceedings  of  a  Board  of  Aj^aisal,  convened  atBarraneas,  Florida^  pursuant  to  the  follow- 
ing order: 

"  headquarters  department  of  the  south, 

"Chief  Quartermaster's  Office, 
^^AtlantOf  Georgia,  December  30, 1868. 
[Extnot] 

"  Sir  :  I  have  been  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  an  appraisal  made  of  tbe 
property  of  Mr.  George  E.  Wentworth,  near  the  government  reservation  at  Barrancas^ 
Florida,  with  a  view  to  its  purchase  by  the  United  States,  as  requested  by  Mr.  Went- 
worth, and  recpmmended  by  yon. 

"  To  carry  out  these  instructions,  a  board  of  appraisal  is  hereby  constituted ;  a  second 
member  of  the  board  will  be  selected  by  Mr.  Wentworth ;  you  will  then  jointly  select 
a  third  disinterested  party  for  the  third  member.  With  the  '  board  of  appraisal'  thiu 
organized,  yon  wiU  appraise  the  property  with  a  view  to  its  purchase  by  the  United 

States. 

•  •  •  *  •  •  • 

"  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfnUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

"R.  SAXTON, 
'^Bvt  Brig.  Gen,  and  Q,  M,  U,  S.  A,,  Chirf  Q.  M,  Department  Sonik, 
"  Brevet  Migor  J.  R.  BRiNCKufe,  U.  S.  A., 

'*A,A,  Q.  M.,  BarranooB,  Florida:' 

Barrancas,  Florida,  February  16,  1869. 
The  board  met  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  order.   Present :  Brevet  Migor  J.  R.  Brinokl<^, 
first  lieutenant  Fifth  Artillery,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  F.  C.  Humph- 
reys for  Mr.  Wentworth. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


FOBT   BARRANCAS  MILITARY   RESERVATION.  33 

Mr.  £.  Swaine,  of  Warrinston,  Florida,  was  selected  as  "  third  member  of  the  board.'' 
The  board  then  proceeded  to  examine  a  certain  lot  of  ffronud,  40  feet  front  by  170 
feet  deep,  with  bnildings  thereon  erected,  the  property  of  Mr.  George  £.  Wentworth, 
aod  lyiuff  oontiguons  to  the  United  States  barracks  at  Barrancas,  Florida. 

After  aue  deliberation,  the  board  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  value  of  this  property  is 
two  thousand  dollars,  (t2,000.) 

J.  R.  BRINCKLfc, 
First  Lieutenant  rifth  Artillery.  Brevet  Major  U.  S,  A. 
F.  C.  HUMPHREYS. 
EDWARD  8WAINE. 


Headquarters  Pensacola  Harbor, 

Fort  Barrancas  J  Florida^  May  29, 1869. 
General  :  Since  forwarding  my  communication  of  the  19th  ultimo, 
I  have  fonud,  among  the  old  records  of  this  post,  a  lot  of  pnpers  relative 
to  the  private  buildings  and  claims  located  upon  the  military  reserve  at 
Fort  Barrancas.  These  papers  are  herewith  transmitted  to  you,  and 
also  a  plat  of  the  reserve,  showing  the  location  of  these  buildings,  and 
also  the  difference  in  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  army  tract,  determined 
from  a  comparison  with  the  plat  furnished  me  from  the  Engineer  Bu- 
reau. These  buildings,  being  almost  directly  in  front  of  the  barracks 
occupied  by  the  troops,  are,  as  stated  by  my  predecessor.  General  Sey- 
mour, an  intolerable  nuisance.  That  marked  F  on  the  plat,  the  Clifford 
(Wentworth)  claim,  is  in  better  repair  than  the  others,  and  is  not  occu- 
pied by  the  owner,  or  any  one  holding  it  by  his  title,  which  he  (Colonel 
Wentworth)  acquired  while  in  the  military  service.  He  should,  in  my 
jadgment,  be  couipelled  to  remove  it  at  once  without  compensation.  The 
Doherty  building  is  in  ruins,  and  of  no  value  whatever,  and  should  be 
torn  down  by  the  military  authorities,  with  the  understanding  that  it  is 
done  without  prejudice  to  any  just  claim  of  those  holding  by  the 
Doherty  (Jenkins)  title.  The  Oldniixon  buildingis  very  dilapidated,  but 
still  occupied  by  his  heir,  Maria  Oldmixon,  and  I  earnestly  recommend 
that  an  "  equitable  allowance  be  made  for  the  improvements,"  as  proposed 
by  the  Engineer  Department,  to  her  at  once,  and  that  she  be  required 
then  to  vacate  the  premises.  These  two  last-named  claims  cover  the 
most  attractive  and  eligible  spot  for  building  officers'  quarters,  which 
are  absolutely  necessary,  and  which  are  authorized  by  the  department 
commander.  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  upon  the  department  the  im- 
portance and  necessity  of  getting  rid  of  these  claimants' titles  and  build- 
iugs,  as  further  postponement  can  only  result  in  annoyance  to  the  niil- 
itary  authorities  and  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  government. 

In  regard  to  the  plat  of  the  reserve,  furnished  by  the  Engineer  De- 
partment, it  differs  not  only  from  that  which  1  inclose,  but  Commodore 
T.  P.  Greene,  commandant  United  States  navy  yard,  informs  me  that 
it  does  not  agree  with  the  recofds  of  his  office.  To  obviate  any  mistake 
,  in  future,  the  eastern  line  should  be  definitely  and  authoritatively  de- 
termined, and  authority  given  me  to  survey  and  fence  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  G.  GIBSON, 
Bvt  Col.  and  Major  Third  ArtiUery^  Commanding  Post. 

Brevet  Major  General  B,  D.  Townsend, 

Adjutant  General  United  States  Army. 

■*^"Si;Jteff'iD<ic,*10».i-^^'' ."    ••  '  

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


34  OCCUPATION    OF   PRIVATE   PBOPEBTY   WITHIN   THE 

[Indorsement  on  the  foregoing.] 
HEADQUABTEB8  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

Atlantaj  Oeorgmj  June  3, 1869. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  army,  whose 
attention  is  invited  to  inclosed  report  and  explanation  of  Brevet  Colonel 
H.  G.  Gibson,  major  Third  artillery,  commanding  Pensacola  Harbor. 

ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 
Brevet  Major  General  United  States  Anny^  Commanding, 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  June  9, 18()9. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Quartermaster  General  in  connection  with 
previous  papers  in  this  case,  referred  May  20,  1869. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant  OensraL 


Memorandum  of  deeds  of  oonFtifonce. 

1.  This  indenture,  made  this  Uth  day  of  March,  1847,  between  Samuel  C]it}brd,of  the 
county  of  Escambia,  State  of  Florida,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  sam  of  one  dollar,  to  him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  p»rt>, 
the  receipt  of  which  is  hereby  acknowledged,  and  of  the  further  sum  of  |2,*i00,  beioK 
the  value  of  the  houses,  buihlin^s,  fences,  and  other  improvements  upon  the  premisett, 
which  sum  of  ^,200  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  whenever  this  deed  of  convey- 
ance shall  be  approved,  accepted,  and  received  by  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  United 
8tates,  and  in  consideration  of  tlie  farther  sum  of  $100,  being  the  value  of  the  lot  of 
ground  or  tract  of  land,  independent  of  all  improvements  upon  the  aame,  as  asaessed  by 
sworn  referees,  which  sum  of  |100  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  to  said  Clitford 
whenever  the  ConeTcss  of  the  United  States  shall  acknowledge  the  claim,  and  ratify 
and  confirm  the  title  of  said  Clifford  to  said  premises,  and  which  he  claims  to  own  and 
possess  under  a  title  derivcni  from  the  government  of  Spain. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  said  Clifford  has  hereunto,  Ac,  &c. 

SAM'L  G.  OLIFFORI). 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivere<l  in  the  presence  of— 

A.  Solas. 

Franc.  Gomez. 

Copy  signed  A.  Beckwith,  first  lieutenant  First  artillery. 

2.  Same  in  case  of  Isaac  Hulse,  $2,5(X),  and  of  |200  additional  for  Uie  huid. 

3.  Same  in  case  of  James  Doherty,  |2,300,  and  of  |200  additional  for  the  land. 

4.  Same  in  case  of  Ed  want  Oldmixon,  $3,500,  and  of  |1,2(K)  additional  for  the  land. 
Forwarded. 

BARRANCAli  BaRIUCKA,  July  10,  IH^. 

Letter  inclosing  annual  rt^port  of  quarters  and  copy  of  letter  of  Capiain  Newton, 
engineers. 

JNO.  H.  WRCDER, 
Gapfmn  Firift  ArUlUrjf  and  Breret  Litrntenami  ColoMl,  Commandimg  ihuratskt. 


Tkrritory  of  Florida,  Eaoambia  County: 

This  indenture,  made  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  this  twenty-aecondday  of  June,  in  the 
vear  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  between  Ffaneisco  Moreno  and 
JMargaret,  his  wife^  of  tne  city  afofeeaidy  of  the  one  part,  and  Edwaod  N.  Oldmizon  of 
the  same  city»  of  the  second  part,  witneeseth :  that  he,  tne  said  Francisco  Moreno  and 
Margaret,  his  wife,  for  and  in  coDsideratioD  of  tbe  anm  of  two  bni^dred  dollars,  to  them 
In  hand  paid  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  ^art.  the  receipt  of  which  is  hereby  con- 
fessed and  acknowledged,  have  gniitted,  baciKiinaa,  sold,  uuk  mfft<ibvmedt9odhf  these 
presents  do  grant,  bargain,  sell,  and  quitrciaim  with  tbe^said  Edward  N.  Oldmixon,  bis 
heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  all  their  and  each  of  their  right,  title, 
interest,  claim,  and  demand,  or  estate,  both  at  law  and  in  equity,  and  as  .wwl  in  pod- 
session  as  expecting  of  and  to  all  that  certain  lot  of  ground  situated  in  the  villagn  of 
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Saint  Carloci  de  Barrancas,  known  by  number  three,  contlainin^  eighty  feet  front  by 
one  hondrad  and  seventy  feet  deep,  be  it  more  or  less,  belonging  to  the  said  Francisco 
Moraao.  having  acquired  the  same  of  the  estate  of  Joaquin  Barela,  deceased,  together 
with  all  and  singular  the  hereditaments  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  or  in 
anywise  ^pertaining.  In  testimony  whereof  the  said  parties  have  hereunto  set  their 
hands  and  seals  this  day  and  year  above  written. 

FRANCISCO  MORENO. 

MARGARITTA  MORENO. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivereil  in  the  presence  of  us — 
Ja8.  £.  Caro. 

Ja8.   QUIOLK8. 

PerBonally  apx>eared  before  me,  James  £.  Caro,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  aud  for  said 
county,  Francisco  Moreno  and  Margaret,  his  wife,  and  severally  acknowledged  that  they 
executed  the  foregoing  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned ;  and  the  said  Margaret, 
i«ife  of  the  said  Francisco,  being  by  me  examined  separate  and  apart  from  her  said 
hosliand,  and  the  contents  of  the  foregoing  deed,  bv  her  signed,  being  by  me  made 
known  to  her,  she  declared  that  she  voluntarily,  and  of  her  own  free  will  and  accord, 
and  without  fear  or  coercion  of  her  said  husband,  did  sign  the  same,  and  at  such  pri- 
vate examination  did  acknowledge  the  siguing  and  sealing  thereof. 

(liven  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  22d  day  of  June,  1639. 

JA8.  E.  CARO, 
Justice  of  Peace  EsoanUna  County. 

IndonemeHts. — Francisco  Moreno  and  Margaret,  his  wife,  deed  to  Edward  N.  Old- 
mixon.    Recorded  June  25,  lb39,  in  book  C,  page  60.    Fees  |2,  paid. 

M.  CRAPPA,  Clerk, 


AnmuU  report  of  the  condition  and  capacity  of  the  pMie  hHiUUnge  at  Barraneat  haryackSy 
Florida^  and  of  the  addUione,  alterations,  and  repairs  made  during  the  past  year,  made  this 
1th  day  of  July,  1860,  hy  Second  IJeutenant «/.  H.  Oilman,  First  artillery ^  acting  aseiatant 
quartermaster. 

[Extract.] 

In  concluding  this  report  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
department  to  those  private  claims  at  the  post,  in  regard  to  which  some  steps  have  al- 
ready been  taken.  There  are  four  buildings  which  have  been  appraised,  and  four 
eopies  of  deeds  of  conveyance  of  the  same  were  sent  on  with  last  year's  report.  No- 
thing now  remains  to  be  done,  I  believe,  but  to  appropriate  the  money.  By  reference  to 
the  engineer  records  here  I  find  they  were  appraised  as  follows :  Estate  of  Mr.  Old- 
mixon,  $3,700,  for  bnildings,  improvements,  &c. ;  Mrs.  Clifford's,  |2,300,  land,  &c. ;  Mrs. 
Diiherty's,  |8,500;  Hnlse,  $2,700--total,  $11,200. 

J.  H.  OILMAN, 
Second  Ueutenant  First  Artillery,  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Forwarded  with  letter  of  A.  J.  Slemmer,  first  lieutenant  First  artillery,  commanding 
post,  Barrancas  barracks,  Florida,  July  10, 1860. 

No  date  but  from  indorsement  July,  1859. 

Estimate  for  money  to  liquidate  the  claims  of  certain  private  individuals  to  certmn  dwelling 
nouses  at  Barrancas  barracks,  Florida,  Hz : 

Samuel  CUflford 12,200;  Lot  $100;  Total  |2,300 

JaneDoherty ^ 2, ,300;  Lot    200;  Total    2,500 

Edward  Oldmixon ; 3,500;  Lot    200;  Total    3,700 

Brtateof  Isaac  Hnlse... » 2,500;  Lt»t    200;  Total    2,700 

10,500 


Copies  of  certain  indentures  upon  which  these  claims  are  based  are  herewith  in- 
closed. Th««  is  also  a  copy  of  a  letter,  indorsed,  from  Captain  John  Newton  to  tiie 
Chief  of  Engineers.  This  letter  sets  forth  very  fully  the  object  and  necessity  for  liqui- 
dating these  claims.  The  subject  of  these  claims  has  been  so  often  represented  that  it 
is  presumed  that  the  matter  is  well  understood  by  the  Quartermaster  General. 
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If  all  these  claims  caunot  be  purchased,  I  deem  it  highly  important  that  some  atafM  . 
be  taken- to  abate  the  nnisances  in  front  and  rear  of  the  barracKs. 

A.  BECKWITH, 
Fint  Lieutenant  F%r»t  Artilleryy  Acting  AssUtant  Quartemuuter. 

Approved : 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 
Captain  Fimt  Artillery^  Brevet  Lieutenant  CoUmelf  Commanding  Foti, 


Pensacola,  Florida,  October  15, 1866. 
General  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  iuclose  a  brief  statement^  aa 
promised,  of  my  knowledge  of  the  grants  of  lots  by  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment at  Barrancas,  and  of  the  present  claimants  thereof. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant^ 

FRANCO  MORENO. 
General  Seymour,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  in  Florida, 


Lot»  at  Barranctu  in  1796  and  1798,  by  the  g&remment  of  Spain  to  the  foltowing  pemonn  granted : 

1  Lot  to  Marianna  Bonify,  No.  10. 

1  Lot  to  Dr.  Fernando  Moreno,  nnmber  11.  « 

1  Lot  to  Ana  Folch,  number  6. 

1  Lot  to  Alfonzo  Salas,  number  9. 

1  Lot  to  Ygnacio  Sierra,  number  26. 

1  Lot  to  Ygnacio  Sierra,  number  97. 

1  Lot  to  Ygnacio  Sierra,  number  unknown. 

1  Lot  to  Ygnacio  Sierra,  number  unknown. 

1  Lot  to  Joaquin  Barela,  (now  F.  Moreno,)  number  4. 

1  Lot  to  Joaquin  Barela,  (now  Joaquin  Farmas.) 

1  Lot  to  Roeaiea  Segoira,  (now  widow  Bumard.) 

1  Lot  to  Joaquin  Barela,  nnmber  unknown. 

1  Lot  to  Joaquin  Barela. 

1  Lot  to  Juan  Suavez. 

So  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  the  xiresent  owners  of  the  foregoiuff  lots  are  as  fol- 
lows :  Francisco  Moreno  purchased  from  sale  of  estate  of  Joaquin  Barela  one  lot ;  Mm. , 
Alfonzo  Salas,  one  lot ;  heirs  of  Marianna  Bonify,  one  lot ;  Mrs.  Celestine  Gonzales  par- 
chased  at  sheriff's  sale  three  lots,  formerly  the  property  of  Ygnacio  Sierra ;  Joaquin 
Farinas  purchased  from  the  estate  of  Joaouin  Barela  one  lot ;  heirs  of  Doherty  own 
one  lot;  neirs  of  Oldmixon  own  one  lot;  Ikflores  Gayare  owns  one  lot ;  heirs  of  Dr. 
Holse  own  one  lot ;  heirs  of  Clifford  own  one  lot. 


Barrancas,  Florida, 

November  3, 1866. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  reiK)rt  that  the  board  of  assessors  con- 
vened per  Special  Order  No.  103,  current  series,  from  headqaarters  post 
of  Pensacola  Harbor,  met  this  day  for  the  pai:pose  of  assessing  the  value 
of  the  property  of  Maria  Oldmixon,  at  Barrancas,  Florida,  consisting  of  a^. 
lot  of  ground  100  feet  front  by  170  feet  in  depth.  Mr.  Langley  act^  for 
the  owner,  and  Mr.  John  Mitchell  of  Warrington  was  chosen  as  the  third 
l^arty. 

The  amounts  proposed  by  Langley  and  Mitchell  were  so  far  beyond . 
the  actual  value  of  the  property  as  to  prevent  any  further  conference.  • 
They  were  as  follows : 

'  By  Langley :  For  lot,  $2,000 ;  for  house  and  improvements,  $3J500—  * 
$5,500. 
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By  Mr.  Mitchell:  For  lot,  $3,000;  for  house  and  improvementB 
12,500— $5,500. 

In  my  opinion,  based  on  the  statements  of  mechanics  and  the  value 
of  proi)erty  in  the  neighborhood,  the  highest  estimate  of  the  value  of 
the  property  in  question  would  not  exceed  $2,000,  that  is  to  say,  $500 
for  the  lot  and  $1,500  for  improvements. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  BRINCKLfi, 
First  Lieutenant  Fifth  Artillery ^  Brevet  Major  U.  8.  A. 
Brevet  Major  General  T.  Seymottb, 

Commanding  Pont  at  Pensaoola  Harbor, 


Barranoas,  Florida,  November  11, 1866. 
Oenerax  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  board  of  assessors, 
conveued  per  Special  Order  No.  103,  headquarters  post  of  Pensacola 
Harbor,  met  on  the  5th  instant  to  fix  a  valuation  on  the  lot  of  ground, 
with  improvements,  situate  at  Barrancas,  Florida,  and  known  as  the 
'^Jenkins  property.^  Mr.  W.  W.  J.  Kelly,  of  Pensacola,  acted  for  the 
owner  of  the  property,  and  Mr.  Kirk,  of  Pensacola.  was  chosen  as  the 
third  party.  The  valuation  agreed  upon  was  as  follows :  For  the  lot 
1300;  for  the  house  and  improvements,  $1,200— $1,500. 

Mr.  Kelly,  however,  withholds  his  final  decision  till  he  can  communi- 
cate with  the  agent  for  the  property,  Dr.  John  Brosnahan. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  BEINCKLfi, 
First  Lieutenant  Fifth  Artillery^  Brevet  Major,  U.  8.  A. 
Brevet  M%jor  Oeneral  T.  Sethour, 

Commanding  Post  of  Pensacola  Harbor. 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington^  D.  (7.,  June  3, 1869. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reference  to  this  office  for 
report  of  letter  of  the  Quartermaster  Oeneral  of  the  7th  instant,  inclos- 
ing, with  accompanying  papers,  the  application  of  G.  B.  Wentworth  to 
^U  to  the  United  States  a  certain  parcel  of  land  in  front  of  the  Pensacola 
barracks.  This  lot  which  Mr.  Wentworth  proposes  to  sell  is  one  of  a 
number  covered  by  unsettled  private  claims,  within  the  military  reserva- 
tion at  Barrancas.  ^ 

The  Chief  Engineer  has  had  frequent  occasion  to  invite  attention  to  the 
subject  of  these  claims  and  to  urge  their  extinguishment  by  the  gov- 
ernment, in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  lots  covered  by  them  to  the 
military  defenses  of  Barrancas. 

The  title  to  these  lots  is  derived  from  permits  given  by  the  Spanish 
Governor  Folch,  in  1795  or  1796,  to  occupy  andimprove  the  lands,  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  Crown. 

This  approval  was  never  given,  and  the  original  permits  are  lost.    A 
report  to  this  effect  was  submitted  to  Congress  January  20, 1826,  by  a 
lx)ard  of  land  commissioners  appointed  to  investigate  Florida  land  claims. ' 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  action  was  taken  by  Cpngress  to  confirm^ 
these  claims.      *  ' 
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Under  date  of  January  21,  1842,  the  United  States  district  attorney 
at  Pensacola  decided  tbat  the  claimants  were  merely  tenants  at  will, 
liable  at  any  time  to  be  dispossessed  by  Congress,  and  that  strictly  they 
would  not  be  entitled  to  allowance  for  improvements. 

In  the  progress  of  construction  of  the  defenses  at  Barrancas  it  was 
considered  desirable  for  the  government  to  secure  the  possession  of  cer- 
tain adjacent  pieces  of  property ;  and  with  this  view,  the  Chief  Engineer 
directed  an  appraisement  of  the  improvements  claimed  by  Hulse,  Do- 
herty,  Oldmixon  and  Clifford,  the  last  it  is  understood  being  the  prior 
claimant  from  whom  Mr.  Wentworth  derives  his  title.  Upon  this  val- 
uation the  claimants  executed  deeds  of  conveyance  to  the  United  States 
on  condition  that  the  Secretarj"^  of  War  would  accept  the  same,  and  that 
Congress  would  acknowledge  their  claims  and  confirm  their  titles. 

No  further  action  appears  to  haye  been  taken  in  the  matter  until  De- 
cember 11, 1855,  when  the  Chief  Engineer,  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  inclosing  a  communication  from  Dr.  Hulse  claiming  the  value  of 
his  house  and  improvements  at  Barrancas,  after  adverting  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  lots  formerly  assessed,  the  clear  title  of  the  government, 
and  the  strong  equitable  claims  of  the  occupants,  in  view  of  their  val- 
uable improvements  and  many  years'  possession,  recommends  a  new  as- 
sessment of  the  lots  in  question,  and  that  the  officer  in  charge  be  di- 
rected to  pay  the  amount  of  the  same.  This  letter  was  referred  to  the 
Attorney  General,  who  decided  February  28,  1857,  in  substance,  that 
these  claims  were  merely  possessory  and  of  an  equitable  character, 
that  no  purchase  of  land  could  be  made  without  authority  of  Congress, 
and  that  the  claimants  had  not  sufficient  title  to  convey  unless  con- 
firmed by  Congress. 

On  the  7th  of  February,  1860,  the  Chief  Engineer  in  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  reply  to  a  communication  from  the  Military  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  inclosing  a  petition  from  the  claimants  for  land  at 
Barrancas,  reiK)rts  in  substance  the  views  embodied  in  his  letter  of  De- 
cember 11, 1855,  above  referred  to,  and  recommends  a  new  valuation  of 
the  lots  and  appropriation  by  Congress  for  payment  of  the  same.  This 
letter,  with  its  accompanying  inclosures,  was  transmitted  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  the  Military  Committee  of  the  Senate! 

No  further  action  in  reference  to  these  claims  appears  on  our  records; 
but  I  find  in  Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  12,  p.  85,  an  act  approved  June  20, 
1860,  for  the  final  adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Florida,  &c.,  to 
•  which  I  respectfully  invite  attention,  as  bearing  on  the  subject  under 
consideration.  This  act  was  limited  to  a  period  of  five  years,  but  was 
afterwards  extended  three  years,  dating  from  the  act  of  extension,  ap- 
proved March  2, 1867,  and  is  consequently  yet  in  force. 

I  would  also  refer*  in  connection  herewith  to  the  case  of  Mitchell  and 
others  vs.  United  States,  (15  Peters,  52,)  as  embodying  some  of  the  im- 
X)ortant  points  involved  in  the  case  of  the  Barrancas  claims. 

From  what  has  been  stated  above,  it  would  appear  that  there  are 
three  modes  of  settling  these  claims,  viz:  to  refer  them  to  the  land 
commissioners  for  the  adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Florida,  as 
provided  by  act  of  Congress  above  referred  to ;  or  to  order  a  new  assess- 
ment as  before;  or,  finally,  if  we  adopt  a  strict  legal  construction,  that 
the  claimants  possess  no  legal  title,  but  are  simply  tenants  at  will,  then 
for  the  government  to  take  possession  of  the  property  and  leave  the 
clatmants  to  seek  their  remedy  either  from  the  courts  or  from  Congress. 

Inclosed  are  two  sketches ;  one  showing  the  naval  and  military  res- 
ervation at  Barrancas ;  the  other  the  lots  of  Hulse,  Oldmixon,  Doherty, 
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and  Cliflford,  above  referred  to ;  also  a  lot  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Gon- 
zales. 

The  public  reservation  at  Barrancas  was  originally  made  in  1838,  for 
naval  purposes;  but  a  transfer  of  a  portion  of  this  naval  reservation 
was  made  to  the  War  Department  by  agreement  of  the  JSecretaries  of 
War  and  Navy,  approved  by  the  President  May  11, 1844. 

The  Quartermaster  General's  letter,  with  the  papers  accompanying  it, 
and  two  other  communications  bearing  on  the  same  subject,  are  here- 
with returned. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadiet'  Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 
Hon.  John  A.  Rawlins, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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41st  Congbess,  (  SENATE.  ( Ex.  Doc. 

2d  Session.       §  \  No.  104. 


LETTER 

OF 

THE    SECRETARY    OF    ¥AR 

COM  M  UXICATIXO, 

In  response  to  the  resolution  of  the  Soiate  of  the  llth  instant^  a  report  of 
Brevet  Major  General  Warren,  upon  tJie  survey  and  cutting  out  of  a  road 
from  J>u  Luth  to  Fort  Bois  reservation. 


Ji'XE  30,  1870. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  l>e  printetl. 


War  Department,  June  28, 187(i. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  June  17, 1870,  the  rei>ort 
of  Brevet  Major  General  Warren,  upon  the  survey  and  cutting:  out  of  a 
road  from  Du  Luth  to  the  Fort  Bois  reservation. 

WxM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War, 


United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Davenport,  lotca,  May  24,  1870. 

General  :  1  transmit  herewith  the  final  report  of  Mr.  Geo.  R.  Stuutz, 
civil  engineer  of  tlic  construction  of  the  road  from  Du  Luth  to  the  Bois 
Fort  reservation,  accompanied  by  a  map  of  the  route,  and  drawings  of 
bridges. 

The  appropriation  for  this  road  was  $10,000,  and  was  first  available 
at  the  beginning  of  this  fiscal  year.  Mr^  G.  R.  Stuutz,  civil  engineer  of 
much  experience  in  the  region,  was  placed  in  charge.  During  the  sea- 
son (which  was  very  unfavorable  on  account  of  rain)  work  was  carried 
on  as  far  as  Vermilion  Lake,  and  a  road  located  and  surveyed  thence 
to  the  reservation  on  Nett  Lake.  The  810,000  was  all  expended,  except 
about  $442  78  now  in  the  treasury'. 

Timber  bridges,  supported  on  cribs,  were  built  over  the  St.  Louis 
Ri^r,  Cloquette  River,  and  Big  White  Face  River,  and  minor  streams. 
Mr.  Stuutz  says : 

From  July  10  to  October  15  we  had  thirty-five  rainy  days,  many  of  them  excessive, 
prodociug  snch  high  water  on  tlie  streams  as  greatly  to  delay  the  whole  work,  and 
damage  onr  snpplies. 

The  road  was  originally  commenced  by  private  enterprise  to  facilitate 
reaching  the  Vermilion  Lake.  State  aid  w^as  subsequently  given  to 
some  extent.    Mr.  Stnntz  says,  in  his  report,  (dated  January  10, 1870 :) 

There  has  now  been  expended  on  the  present  road  abont  $15,000.  This  money  has 
defrayed  the  expenses  of  the  explorations  of  the  entire  i-onte,  Imilt  the  bridges^  tim- 
bered tJie  i^ad  across  the  swamp,  and  cnt  ont  and  i^pened  a  track  12  feet  wide  as  far 
as  Vermilion  Lake. 
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He  says  also : 

The  road,  iu  its  present  Hitiiatiou,  is  far  from  beiii^  a  good  carriage  road.  Niimtr- 
ous  stumps ^"vrero  of  necessity  left  in  the  track.  To  slash  the  timber  for  tlu'  width  of 
two  rotls  otL  oacli  side  would  cost,  at  the  price  of  $15  per  acre,  and  8  acres  per  mile,  for 
120  miles,  |l4,400.  To  ^rub  and  grade  a  tract  1^-  rods  wide,  for  120  miles,  at  ?75per 
acre,  (whijch  is  a  low  estimate,)  equal  to  300  acres,  $22,500.  Add  to  this  $3.50! »  for  the 
opening  of  tJie  road,  beyond  Vermilion  Lake. 

This  makes  the  total  required  to  complete  this  road  $40,400. 

Mr.  Stuntz  says : 

This  road  opens  up  the  valley  of  the  8t.  Louis  River,  crossing  nearly  the  ci-ntiT  of 
it,  and  through  a  region  abounding  in  valuable  timber.  The  cToquette,  White  Face, 
St.  Louis-,  and  Embarrass  Rivers  are  al  Igood  lumbering  streams ;  that  is,  lumbei  can 
be  floated  down,  there  being  no  obstacle  that  cannot  be  cheaply  removed,  except  one, 
drift-wood  on  section  30,  township  49  north,  range  16  west,  in  Carlton  Coimty.  This 
drifti-wood  has  been  accumulating  for  sevcniteen  yeara,  behind  two  ledges  of  slate  rock, 
and  will  require  an  expenditure  of  from  $15,000  to  $20,000  for  its  removal.  When  thin 
drift-wood  is  removed,  logs  can  be  run  from  all  the  streams  in  the  valley  into  Lake 
Superior,  or  down  as  far  as  the  railroad  crossing  in  section  5,  townshii)  4y,  range  16. 

It  is  not  my  design  in  making  this  report  to  make  any  recomuieiuia- 
tions  as  to  the  continuance  of  the  work. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

G.  K.  WAKKEN, 
Major  Engineers^  dr.,  ic(^' 
Prevet  Major  General  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Brigadier  General  and  Chi^f  of  Engineers  United  States  Army. 


St.  Paul,  January  10, 1870. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  report  of  my  oi)era- 
tions  pursuant  to  your  instructions  of  June  29,  1869. 

It  being  impracticable  at  that  season  to  procure  suitable  teams  for  the 
work  at  Du  Luth,  I  left  St  Paul  on  the  30th  June  and  proceeded  to 
Taylor's  Falls,  Minnesota,  arriving  there  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  pur-^ 
chased  two  yoke  of  cattle,  chains  and  yokes,  procured  the  services  of  a 
teamster,  and  immediately  started  for  Sunrise,  Minnesota,  arriving  there 
at  10  1).  m.  the  same  day.  At  this  point  I  purchased  a  suitable  wagon, 
with  necessary  feed  for  the  cattle  and  supplies  for  the  driver ;  loaded  up 
with  the  camp  equipage  forwarded  by  you  to  me  at  this  point,  and 
started  the  same  for  Du  Luth,  Minnesota,  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  July  3 ;  at 
4  p.  m.  I  took  passage  in  the  stage  for  the  same  place,  reaching  my  des- 
tination on  Monday,  the  5th  of  July — the  team  arriving  on  the  follow- 
ing Wednesday. 

On  the  6th  July  I  organized  my  party,  consisting  of  ten  men,  all  good 
axemen,  purchased  the  necessary  outfit  and  supplies.  The  balance  of 
the  week  was  consumed  in  this  labor,  and  in  getting  the  tools  in  order, 
he  oxen  shod  and  ready  to  commence  work,  so  that  on  Satunlay,  Jhily 
10,  we  were  prepared  to  commence  operations  on  the  following  Monday. 

Having  been  engaged  by  the  land  department  ^in  public  surveys  iu 
the  vicinity  of  Superior  and  Du  Luth  for  about  fifteen  years,  I  had  ob- 
tained a  fair  knowledge  of  the  country  and  its  water-courses.  In  the 
fall  of  1865.  on  the  discovery  of  gold  and  silver  at  Vermilion  Lake,  I 
repaired  thither,  making  the  voyage  of  the  St.  Louis  River  in  a  bark 
canoe,  and  explored  in  the  vicinity  of  that  lake  for  three  months.  The 
excitement  about  these  discoveries  running  high,  the  people  of  Du  LutU 
organized  a  party  and  sent  out  Colonel  J.  B.  Culver  and  Vose  Palmer, 
ot  that  place,  to  niark  a  trail ;  starting  from  Du  Luth  they  blaze<l  a  line 
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the  whole  distance,  arriving  at  Vermilion  in  the  early  part  of  Novem- 
lier  of  that  year.  A  portion  of  this  trail  was  opened  during  the  same 
mguth,  the  expenses  being  paid  by  contributions  from  the  citizens  of 
Dq  Luth,  Superior,  and  St.  Paul.  i)uring  the  winter  a  number  of  com* 
[lanies  were  formed  in  various  parts  of  the  State.  In  January  about 
sixty  men  had  assembled  and  commenced  pushing  out  on  this  blazed 
trail  for  Vermilion.  With  constantly  increasing  numbers,  before  the 
end  of  February  a  winter  road  wa«  opened  accessible  for  loaded  teams. 
Before  the  breaking  up  of  winter  it  is  estimated  that  from  seventy -live 
to  one  hundred  tons  of  all  kinds  of  goods  passed  over  the  road  from 
Du  Luth  to  Vermilion.  As  this  road  was  only  intended  for  winter  travel, 
it  was  located  across  lakes  and  swamps,  to  save  chopping  and  delay.  It 
was  impracticable  for  summer  travel. 

At  the  session  of  1868,  the  Minnesota  State  legislature  appropriated 
the  sum  $5,000  for  the  puri^ose  of  locating,  surveying,  and  cutting  out 
ji  practical  summer  road  from  I)u  Luth  to  Vermilion  Lake. 

The  county  commissioners  of  St.  Louis  County  were  authorized  to 
appoint  an  engineer  to  take  full  c^harge  of  the  work.  The  commissioners 
appointed  myself  to  perform  this  duty,  which  appointment  I  accepted. 
The  limited  amoi^nt  of* the  appropriation,  after  defraying  the  expenses 
of  the  location  and  survey,  was  barely  sufficient  to  cut  out  a  trail  for 
summer  use,  which  was  narrow,  and  in  many  places  crooked,  but  I  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  a  dry  route  for  nearly  the  whole  distance.  This  work 
was  accomplished  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1868.  At  the  time  I  made 
this  survey  I  was  convinced  that  the  route  I  then  adopted  was  the  most 
direct  and  practical  that  could  be  obtained,  as  far  as  the  seventy-seventh 
mile-post. 

%ur  instructions  directing  me  to  improve  this  road  prechided  the  ne- 
(•essity  of  further  explorations  or  surveys.  I  was  therefore  ready  to  com- 
mence operations  as  soon  as  the  crew  and  necessary  supplies  were  on 
the  ground,  which  was  on  Saturday,  July  10.  This  was  an  excessively 
rainy  day,  and  it  continued  to  rain  nntil  Monday  noon,  at  which  time 
operations  commenced.  The  road  on  leaving  l)u  Luth  winds  along  the 
foot  of  the  mountain  to  the  northeast  for  about  half  a  mile,  and  then 
turns  more  to  the  northward,  and  is  crossed  by  numerous  small  moun- 
tain streams,  which  were  now  swollen  to  their  full  capacity.  These  we 
bridged,  using  round  timber  both  for  stringers  and  for  covering — rough 
but  substantial  structures,  twelve  feet  wide,  with  logs  laid  at  the  sides 
for  railing.  On  the  first  half  mile,  Chester  Creek,  a  mountain  stream 
running  through  a  narrow  rocky  gorge,  is  spanned  l)y  a  bridge  ei'ected 
some  years  since,  and  covered  with  poles.  This  covering  had  become  so 
much  decayed  as  to  be  unsafe,  while  the  foundations  were  in  good  order. 
I  removed  the  covering  and  raised  the  north  end  four  feet,  and  length- 
ened the  bridge  twelve  feet,  and  covered  it  with  good  sawed  plank,  the 
county  of  St.  Louis  furnishing  the  timber. 

This  stream  is  about  thirty  feet  wide,  with  rocky  banks  at  the  cross- 
ing from  twenty  to  forty  feet  high.  It  falls  about  five  hundred  feet  in 
two  miles,  and  empt;ies  into  Lake  Superior  a  short  distance  below  the 
bridge.  In  the  ravines,  where  the  road  was  soft,  timbers  twelve  feet 
long  were  laid  crossways  with  the  track,  and  will  be  called  crossway  or 
corduroy  in  this  report.  In  the  matter  of  grading,  in  view  of  the  great 
extent  of  road  to  improve,  it  was  not  possible  to  devote  much  labor  to 
any  particular  plan,  but  sufficient  to  make  the  track  passable  for  loaded 
teams.  For  this  part  of  the  work  from  three  to  ftv0  men  were  kept  con- 
stantly employed.  Wherever  the  ground  was  side-lying  we  placed  tim- 
ers along  the  lower  side  and  leveled  a  track  wide  enough  for  wagons  to 
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pass.  About  thirty  rods  of  this  character  of  grading  ou  the  first  iiiiUs 
seventy  feet  of  bridging,  one  hundred  feet  crossway,  and  forty  feet  of 
planking  on  Chester  Creek  bridge.  (See  tabular  stiiteinent  hereto  at- 
tached and  made  a  part  of  this  report.) 

On  the  16th  the  crew,  consisting  of  overseer  and  twelve  men,  having 
repaired  the  road  out  some  distance,  broke  camp  and  moved  out  to  the 
fourth  mile-post,  finishing  the  road  up  to  that  point.  From  Du  Luth  to 
this  iK)int  it  is  heavy  up  gnule.  The  elevation  of  the  fourth  mile-post 
must  be  about  seven  hundred  feet  above  Lake  Superior,  but  it  is  ao  dis- 
tributed that  it  is  practicable  for  the  heaviest  loads.  Some  ])ortionH  of 
the  road  on  the  first  and  second  miles  is  over  solid  ledge  bosattive  trap. 
The  excessive  rains  of  the  past  week  have  flooded  the  swamp  and  streams 
and  rendered  the  road  soft  on  the  dryest  ground. 

Satvrdayj  July  17. — Moved  camp  to  the  eighth  mile-post.  The  country 
is  rolling,  and  well-timbered  with  sugar  trees,  lind,  oak,  elm,  and  iron- 
wood,  black,  yellow,  and  white  birch,  and  is  well  watered  with  small 
streams.  The" soil  is  a  good,  dry,  sandy  loam,  well  adapted  to  winter 
wheat,  grass,  and  the  small  grains.  The  labor  on  the  last  four  miles  has 
been  principally  to  level  the  cradle  knolls  caused  by  the  turning  up  by 
the  roots  of  large  trees  in  ages  gone  by,  and  in  straightening  and  widen- 
ing the  road. 

Monday^  July  19. — Kained  all  day.  The  mos(]uitos  and  small  flies  are 
intolerable.  Some  of  the  men  are  nearly  disabled  from  their  |>oi8onous 
bites. 

Tuesday^  July  20. — Moved  camp  to  Eagle  Lake,  on  the  thirteenth  mile. 
Leicester  Creek,  the  outlet  of  Eagle  Lake,  empties  into  Lake  Suin^rior. 
This  stream  is  about  thirty  feet  wide ;  has  low  banks  and  a  good  gravelly 
bottom  :  water  about  one  foot  deep.  Did  not  bridge  this  stream,  there 
being  a  good  ford.  There  being  considerable  work  to  do  ou  the  thir- 
teenth and  fourteenth  miles,  the  team  was  sent  back  for  supplies.  TJiis 
lake  is  surrounded  on  the  north  and  west  sides  by  extensive  tamarack 
swamps,  that  extend  several  miles  along  the  height  of  land  between  the 
waters  that  flow  into  Lake  Superior  and  those  that  flow  into  the  Cloquette 
Kiver.  It  must  be  elevated  about  seven  hundred  feet  above  Lake  Sui^e- 
rior,  and  about  one  hundred  feet  above  the  river.  The  heavy  work  on 
the  road  between  the  thirteenth  and  seventeenth  mile-posts,  which  con- 
sisted in  corduroying  the  numerous  swamps,  before  spoken  of,  until  the 
23d. 

July  24. — Moved  cam])  to  the  stream  on  the  eighteenth  mile,  pushing 
(literally)  through  the  soft  meadow  land  to  a  position  where  we  couhl 
get  sonie  protection  from  mosquitos  and  ahead  of  repairs  on  the  road. 
The  men  are  fearfully  annoyed  with  these  pests.  It  rained  part  of  the 
day,  and  the  crew  show  signs  of  discontent. 

Sunday^  July  25. — The  weather  cleared  up  with  a  good  breeze  from 
the  northwest,  giving  the  men  an  opportunity  to  dry  their  blankets, 
tents,  and  supplies,  which  had  been  saturated  for  several  days.  A  por- 
tion of  the  crew,  finding  a  batteau  and  two  canoes  at  the  crossing,  ex- 
plored down  the  Cloquette  River,  about  one  mile^to  the  falls,  and  in- 
dulged in  a  few  hours'  fishing,  and  brought  back  about  fifty  pound.**  of 
pickerel  and  bass. 

July  20. — Matters  are  looking  better.  The  fi^esh  fish  and  the.  fine 
weather  of  yesterday,  which  was  the  first  really  fine  weather  we  had  on 
the  trip,  improved  the  condition  of  the  crew  amazingly.  I  examined  the 
Cloquette  River,  taking  soundings  and  measurements  preparatory  to 
commencing  the  bridge.  The  road  crosses  this  river  nineteen  and  a 
quarter  miles  from  I)u  Luth.    The  stream  at  this  point  is  two  hundi-ed 
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and  flllby  feet  wide.  In  the  main  cliainiel,  which  is  about  sixty  feet  wide, 
at  the  point  selected  for  the  bridge,  there  is  about  seven  feet  of  water  at 
low  water.  The  left  bank  is  coarse  gravel  and  sand,  and  al)out  ten  feet 
high.  The  right  bank  is  low,  and  sometimes  submerged.  The  bed  of 
the  stream  is  coarse  compact  gravel.  Immediately'  below  the  site  se- 
lected, and  sixty  feet  from  the  left  bank,  is  a  solid  ledge  of  rocks  about 
twelve  feet  wide  and  rising  about  three  feet  above  low- water  mark,  which 
extends  parallel  to  the  bridge  and  across  the  stream  about  sixty  feet; 
lH?tween  this  ledge  and  the  right  bank  is  a  gravel  bar,  dry  at  low  water. 
These  force  the  greater  portion  of  the  current  at  all  stages  of  water  be- 
tween the  lock  and  left  bank. 

I  was  desirous  to  use  this  ledge  for  a  foundation  for  the  bridge,  but 
iis  it  was  too  narrow,  and  so  round  and  smooth  as  to  require  cutting 
down  to  near  low-water  mark  to  make  it  available,  I  decided  to  throw 
the  bridge  across  immediately  above  the  ledge.  The  river  immediately 
al)ove  the  bridge  is  much  wider  than  at  the  point  of  crossing,  and  com- 
ing from  the  north  takes  a  right-angle  bend  to  the  west.  This  throws 
the  full  force  of  the  current  against  the  left  bank.  To  protect  this  in 
the  construction  of  the  abutment  a  good  foundation  of  brush  was  placed 
in  three  feet  of  water.  'The  foundation  of  the  abutment  resting  on  this 
brush  faces  on  the  river  sixteen  feet.  On  the  lower  side  the  timbers  are 
let  into  the  bank  at  right  angles  sixteen  feet ;  on  the  upper  side  the  tim- 
Ijers  extend  twenty  feet  at  an  angle  of  4oo,  protecting,  and  are  tied  into 
the  bank.  This  structure  is  raised  nine  feet  above  low-water  mark,  and 
filled  with  brush  and  gravel.  (See  drawings.)  On  the  opposite  side  of 
the  main  channel,  and  above  the  ledge  of  rocks  before  descril>ed,  I  con- 
structed a  crib  of  round  timbers,  sixteen  inches  in  diameter,  eight  by 
fourteen  feet  square,  and  raised  to  the  same  height  as  the  abutment. 
This  crib  is  in  three  and  a  half  feet  of  water.  The  remainder  of  the  bridge 
rests  on  cribs  of  same  constniction,  six  by  fourteen  feet  square,  placed 
twenty-five  feet  from  center  to  center,  with  the  exception  of  two  trestles 
nearest  the  north  end  and  on  the  gravel  bar  before  mentioned.  At  the  • 
north  end  the  bridge  drops  down  to  the  bank  at  about  height  of  ordinary 
high  wat4?r.    The  bridge  is  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet  long. 

Having:  taken  the  measurements,  the  carpenter,  with  a  crew  of  four 
men,  commenced  getting  out  timber.  The  balance  of  the  foixie  were 
back  on  sixteen,  seventeen,  and  eighteen  miles,  finishing  up  the  corduroys 
across  the  swamps.  On  the  29th,  the  road  being  completed  up  to  the 
river,  which  was  much  swollen  from  rains,  moved  camp  to  the  north 
side,  swimming  the  oxen  and  ferrying  the  baggage  and  supplies  in  the 
lK)ats  before  mentioned.  These  boats  had  been  left  here  in  the  spring 
by  a  party  of  hunters,  and  were  of  great  assistance  in  crossing  and  raft- 
ing timber  until  we  got  the  bridge  built. 

July  30. — Rained  all  day. 

July  31. — ^Rafted  down  the  square  timber  for  main  span  and  put  in 
IK)sition  for  framing. 

August  1. — ^Rained  all  day. 

August  2. — The  river  overflowed  the  bottoms  and  stopped  the  car- 
I>enter. 

AugtistS. — River  rising.  Built  a  boom  to  protect  the  timber;  crew 
working  in  the  water. 

August  4, — Grading  crew  out  on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  miles. 

August  5. — ^River  still  rising.  Crew  engaged  cutting  and  rafting  tim- 
l)er.  This  timber  was  cut  on  the  right  bank  about  one  mile  above  the 
bridge. 

August  6. — River  commenced  falling. 
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August  7. — Cutting  rafting  timber. 

Monday^  Augusts, — Commenced  building  cribs.  Rained  all  the  aft  it- 
noon. 

August  10. — ^Continued  work  on  the  timber. 

August  11. — Commenced  the  abutment.  Have  several  cribs  ready  to 
float  into  position. 

August  12. — liained  all  day  and  night,    liiver  rising. 

August  13. — River  high.    Work  on  bridge  suspended.    Rafted  timber. 

Saturday^  August  14. — Rained  all  day. 

Sunday^  August  15. — Clear. 

Monday,  August  16. — Rained  in  the  forenoon.  Commenced  putting 
cribs  in  position  at  north  end  of  bridge ;  working  in  the  water  two  feet 
deep. 

August  17,18,19. — Put  the  cribs  in;  ttui shed  the  abutment ;  raised 
the  main  span  and  stringers  into  position. 

August  20. — ^The  carpenter  and  crew  commenced  putting  on  the  floor- 
ing (four-inch  flat  hewed  timber)  and  putting  up  the  railing.  The  grad- 
ing crew  started  out  to  complete  the  grading  on  the  twentieth  and 
twenty -first  miles. 

August  21. — Finished  the  grading  up  to  the  twenty-third  mile-post. 

Av{iust  24. — Finished  the  bridge.  The  railing  is  built  of  round  poles 
supported  on  studs  three  feet  long  let  into  the  flooring.  The  pieces  of 
flooring  into  which  the  studs  are  mortised,  project  three  feet  on  each 
side  of  the  bridge  to  support  braces  which  are  fastened  with  spikes. 
Moved  camp  to  the  twenty-fourth  mile-post.  On  the  nineteenth 
twentieth,  and  twenty-first  miles  the  track  was  rough  and  in  many 
places  sideling,  and  required  considerable  grading.  On  the  twenty- 
first  mile  the  road  winds  up  a  hill,  the  elevation  of  which  is  over  three 
hundred  feet  in  half  a  mile.  From  the  twenty-third  to  the  twenty- 
eighth  mile  posts,  the  road  runs  through  a  burnt  district,  is  stony,  and 
was  much  obstructed  with  fallen  timber  and  required  heavy  labor  iroiii 
both  the  chopping  and  grading  parties. 

August  25  and  26. — Improved  the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty-sixth  miles. 

August  27. — Repaired  the  twenty-seventh  and  twenty-eighth  miles. 

Augttst  2S. — ^Reach  green  timber  again  and  find  the  road  in  much 
better  condition.  Moved  camp  to  Thirty-Mile  Creek ;  built  a  log  bridge 
thirty-seven  feet  long — four  feet  high  above  low  water  mark. 

Monday,  August  30. — Repaired  road  and  moved  camp  to  thirty-fourth 
mile-post.  At  this  point  it  became  apparent  that  I  had  not  sufficient 
transportation,  owing  partly  to  the  wet  condition  of  the  country  and 
partly  to  the  large  amount  of  timber  to  be  hauled.  I  retained  one  yoke 
of  oxen  and  the  wagon,  sent  one  yoke  back  to  Du  Luth,  purchased 
another  yoke  of  oxen,  yoke,  and  chains,  and  sent  them  out  loaded.  It 
also  becoming  apparent  that  in  order  to  prosecute  the  work  beyond 
Vermilion  Lake  I  must  have  supplies  at  that  point,  I  purchased  a  small 
stock.  All  that  could  be  obtained,  to  be  delivered  at  said  lake,  not 
being  sufficient,  and  being  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  providing  against 
emergencies,  Fconcluded  to  send  canoe  loads  of  supplies  up  the  St.  Louis 
River.  1  purchased  one  canoe  for  this  trip  and  used  two  river  boats 
which  belonged  to  the  State  and  had  been  used  by  me  in  the  year  1868. 
This  expedition  was  organized  under  the  direction  of  J.  B.  Landry,  an 
old  and  experienced  voyageur.  The  men  in  the  expedition,  six  in  num- 
ber, were  native  woodsmen  and  had  been  with  me  in  more  than  one 
suryeying  expedition.  I  was  desirous  to  have  the  r  services  on  the  sur- 
vey beyond  Vermilion  Lake.  This  expedition  was  ordered  to  go  up 
the  St.  Louis  River  to  the  road  crossing ;  leave  one  boat  load  of  supplies 
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at  that  place  together  with  the  boat  for  the  use  of  the  party.  The 
difficulties  attending  this  expedition  were  very  great,  and  required  twice 
the  usual  time  to  make  it.  They  reported  sixteen  days  of  rain  during 
the  thirty-two  they  were  on  the  way.  The  canoes  reached  the  camp  at 
the  crossing  on  the  6th  of  October,  and  just  in  time  to  save  the  expe* 
ditiou  from  a  retreat.  The  men  had  only  one  day's  rations  left  on  their 
arrival. 

August  31. — ^The  men  continued  to  repair  the  road. 

September  1. — ^Moved  up  to  thirty-ninth  mile-post. 

SepteiHber  2. — Moved  the  camp  down  to  White  Face  Kiver.  Eain  in 
the  forenoon.  The  grading  party  are  behind  still  on  the  thirty -eighth 
mile.  Prom  the  thirty-fourth  to  the  fortieth  mile-post  the  road  runs 
through  heavy  pine  forests,  probably  as  good  timber  as  any  in  the 
State. 

September  3. — Grading  party  working  back  and  the  choppers  getting 
out  timber  for  the  White  Face  bridge.  Eained  all  day  and  night. 
Three  men  sick  and  leave  camp — John  Deveon,  Daniel  Deaeker,  and 
Jonas  3Iurphy.  Murphy  died  shortly  afterwards  in  Wisconsin,  on  his 
way  home  to  his  friends. 

September  5. — Kained  all  day  and  night. 

Monday^  September  6. — Continued  to  rahi.  Had  the  canoe  out  to  save 
that  portion  of  the  bridge  already  built.    . 

September  7. — ^Baiuy. 

September  8. — Finished  sixty  feet  of  bridge  on  left  bank,  and  had  to 
suspend  work  on  account  of  high  water. 

September  1)  — Grossed  the  expedition,  swimming  the  oxen  and  haul- 
ing one  wagon  through  with  ropes,  and  floating  some  of  the  supplies 
across  on  a  raft.  Moved  a  part  of  the  camp  to  Hay  Creek  on  the  forty- 
third  mile,  and  cut  and  put  up  small  stock  of  hay  to  use  later  in  the 
season,  on  the  return  of  the  expedition.  Hay  Creek  is  a  sluggish  stream 
about  forty  feet  wide,  winding  through  beaver  meadows  and  extensive 
tamarack  swamps.  The  crossing,  which  is  the  narrowest  to  be  found, 
required  five  hundred  and  twelve  feet  corduroy  and  eighty  feet -of  log 
bridge. 

S^tember  11. — Finished  this  bridge  and  part  of  the  crossway. 

Sq^tember  12. — Rained,  flooding  the  country  still  more. 

September  13. — Rained  again. 

September  14. — Rained — water  still  rising. 

S^tember  15. — Built  a  log  canoe,  so  we  could  cross  White  Face  River 
for  more  supplies.  Several  of  the  men  are  too  unwell  to  work,  and  all 
are  discoiuaged.  Everything  in  and  about  the  camps  saturated  and  get- 
ting mouldy. 

September  IG. — Ferried  balance  of  supplies  across  the  river.  Rained 
again.  Attempted  to  move  camp  across  Hay  Creek ;  found  the  cor- 
duroy all  afloat ;  got  the  oxen  down  and  had  to  move  everything  across 
with  the  crew.  Improved  the  road  while  waiting  for  the"  water  to  fall 
up  to  the  forty-fifth  mile. 

September  18. — ^Moved  camp  up  to  forty-sixth  mile-post,nmproving  the 
road  that  far.    Rained. 

'September  20. — Started  team  back  to  Du  Luth  for  load  of  supplies  and 
for  irons  for  the  St.  Louis  River  bridge ;  one  wagon  having  been  left  on 
the  south  side  of  White  Face  River,  it  was  possible  to  get  back  by  swim- 
ming the  oxen,  which  was  successfully  accomplished. 

September  21. — Crew  continued  chopping  and  grading. 

S^tember  22. — ^Three  men  arrived  to  take  the  place  of  those  that  had 
left. 
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September  23. — Sent  back  the  carpenter  and  three  men  to  tininh  the 
White  Face  bridge.  Rained  again  in  the  afternoon  and  night.  This 
crew  returned  without  finishing  the  work.  This  wa8  the  hardest  rain- 
8torni  of  the  season. 

September  24, — Finished  the  two  bridges  on  the  forty -seventh  mile ; 
first  bridge,  one  hundred  feet  long ;  second,  sixty-two  feet  long. 

September  25. — Sent  wagon  back  to  White  Face  River  for  tools  and 
supplies.    One  man  cut  his  loot  slightly. 

September  26. — Snowed  part  of  the  day. 

September  27. — Rations  getting  short.    Team  delayed  by  high  water. 

September  28. — Finished  crossway  over  swamp,  twenty-nine  rods  long, 
on  fifty-first  mile. 

September  30. — ^Moved  camp  to  Clear  Lake  and  opened  the  road  that 
far.  The  country  between  the  forty-seventh  mile-post  and  this  lake  is 
a  level  clay  flat,  and  will  have  to  be  turnpiked  and  thoroughly  drained 
to  make  a  good  road.    Heavy  work  most  of  the  way  through  a  windfall. 

October  1. — ^Rained  all  day. 

Saturday^  October  2. — Started  a  messenger  back  to  Du  Luth  to  get 
tidings  from  the  canoes.  I  took  three  ilaen  and  started  for  Vermilion 
Lake  for  two  packs  of  pork.  Built  first  bridge  on  fifty-fourth  mile,  forty- 
six  feet  long.       . 

Sunday^  October  3, 1869. — Rained  all  day. 

Monday y  October  4. — Finished  second  bridge  on  fifty-fourth  mile.  Men 
too  weak  to  work  much.    Rations,  bread  and  cofi:ee. 

October  5. — Packers  I'eturned,  bringing  one  hundred  pounds  pork. 

October  6. — Moved  camp  to  St.  Louis  River.  The  canoes  arrived  with 
supplies  about  the  time  the  camp  got  in,  creating  much  rejoicing.  It 
being  impossible  to  build  the  bridge  with  the  water  at  that  stage,  my 
overseer,  under  instructions  1  had  left,  put  up  the  large  tent  and  stored 
all  the  heavy  articles  that  possibly  could  be  spared  in  charge  of  one 
man,  and  then  pushed  on,  swimming  the  oxen  and  using  the  boatft  to 
cross  the  wagon,  baggage,  and  supplies  over  the  river. 

October  7. — Rained  in  the  evening. 

October  8. — Rained  all  day. 

October  9. — Stormy ;  snow  and  rain.  Messenger  returned  from  Su- 
perior, bringing  boots,  socks,  and  mats  for  the  crew,  which  they  needed 
very  much. 

Sunday,  October  10. — Snowed. 

October  11. — Snowed  again.  Camped  at  titty-seventh  mile-post  in  the 
evening.  Built  a  bridge  at  the  outlet  of  Boss  Lake,  at  the  fifty-sixth 
mile-post,  twenty-eight  feet  long.  From  the  St.  Louis  River  up  to  this 
point  Esquegano  Lake  is  very  sandy.  The  timber,  which  formerly  stood 
very  thick,  was  fire-killed  and  fallen,  making  the  chopping  very  heavy. 

October  12. — ^Moved  camp,  clearing  out  the  road  and  grading  up  to  the 
sixty -fourth  mile-post.  Had  to  raft  the  wagon  over  the  Embarrass  River 
and  swim  the  oxen. 

October  13. — Rained  all  day. 

October  U, — Four  men  leave  to  join  the  survey  beyond  Vermilion 
Lake.    Camped  at  sixty-eighth  mile-post. 

October  13. — Repaired  road  up  to  seventieth  mile-post. 

October  16. — Finished  up  crossway  on  seventy-first  mile,  one  hunJired 
and  sixty-five  feet,  and  moved  camp  to  first  crossing  of  Vermilion  River. 

October  17. — Snowed. 

October  18. — ^River  very  high.  Swam  the  oxen  and  cut  timber  for 
bridge.  Continued  to  work  on  the  road.  Feed  for  the  oxen  is  scarce^ 
and  they  are  foot-sore  and  failing  rapidly. 
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October  20. — ^Finished  crossing  on  seventy-sixth  mile-post,  two  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  feet. 

October  2L — Moved  camp  to  second  crossing  of  Vermilion  Itiver. 
Water  very  high.    Commenced  the  bridge. 

October  23. — Worked  on  the  bridge,  ^nt  four  men  to  chop  and  jrnib 
on  the  road  toward  Vermilion  Lake. 

Sunday^  October  24. — River  and  lake  both  frozen  over. 

October  25. — ^Weather  very  cokl.    Continued  work  on  the  bridge. 

October  26. — Finished  the  bridge,  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  feet 
long.  Log  bridge  covered  with  dry  cedar  jioles,  with  logs  for  railing. 
This  bridge  rests  on  five  cribs  set  twenty-five  feet  from  center  to  center, 
and  is  elevated  five  feet  above  high  water  mark.  The  center  crib  is 
loaded  with  stone. 

October  27. — Returned  to  first  crossing  and  commenced  that  bridge. 

October  28. — ^This  bridge  same  kind  as  the  other,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  feetJong. 

October  29. — Started  back  to  Embarrass  River  and  commenced  that 
bridge. 

October  30. — ^Finished  that  bridge,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  long, 
resting  on  abutment  and  four  cribs,  same  as  last  bridges. 

October  31. — Started  on  return  to  St.  Louis  River.  The  men  had  to 
pack  part  of  the  load — the  oxen  all  footsore  and  worn  down.  Took 
measurements  for  that  bridge.  Left  the  carpenter  and  four  men  with 
all  the  supplies  we  could  spare  to  get  out  timber  for  that  bridge.  Swam 
the  oxen  in  the-evening,  and  moved  toward  Du  Luth  with  ten  men,  leav- 
ing the  balance  of  the  crew  to  put  in  the  White  Face  bridge.  This  work- 
ing force  with  oxen  arrived  at  White  Face. 

November  2. — ^The  small  stock  of  hay  revived  the  oxen  very  much. 

November  3. — Finished  the  bridge.  This  bridge  is  one  hundred  and 
forty  feet  long,  and  is  covered  with  four-inch  flat  timbers  with  good 
railing;  cribs  loaded  with  stone. 

November  4. — ^This  party  cut  around  two  lakes  that  had  formed  by 
the  heavy  rains  since  the  party  went  up. 

November  5. — ^Arrived  at  the  Cloquette  River  and  found  a  hu-ge  raft 
of  drift-wood  brought  down  by  the  heavy  rains  and  lodged  against  the 
bridge.    Cut  it  loose  and  floated  it  below. 

November  6. — Oxen  and  men  arrived  at  Du  Luth.  Not  being  able  to 
haul  the  timber  for  the  St.  Louis  River  bridge  at  the  time  of  jiassing 
there  for  want  of  feed  and  on  account  of  the  lameness  of  the  oxen,  it 
became  necessary  to  retain  enough  of  the  crew  to  put  in  that  bridge. 
The  oxen  and  men  were  allowed  to  rest  a  few  days,  and  after  shoeing  the 
cattle,  two  pair  of  oxen  and  the  men  were  started  back  with  necessary 
supplies,  to  complete  the  work.  The  teams  started  back  on  the  14th  of 
November,  and  after  completing  the  bridge  returned  to  Du  Luth  the 
first  of  December,  closing  the  season's  operations. 

In  view  of  the  unfavorable  season  and  the  amount  of  work  performed, 
the  success  of  the  expedition  is  largely  due  to  Overseer  Hewenster  and 
Carpenter  Reafer,  whose  good*humor  and  ability  carried  them  over 
every  obstacle.  Reafer,  the  hero  of  twenty-eight  battles  in  the  late 
war  as  private  in  the  Sixteenth  Michigan,  can  wield  the  broad-axe  as 
well,  and  has  the  faculty  of  doing  the  right  thing  at  the  right  time. 
Such  men,  as  well  a^  James  Lee,  Thomas  and  Robert  Whitfoi*el,  George 
Bums,  Daniel  McCormick,  A.  M.  Isaacs,  and  Timothy  Knife,  do  not 
know  the  meaning  of  the  word  fail  when  they  undertake  an  expedition. 

I  herewkh  submit  a  copy  of  the  field  notes  of  the  survey  of  the 
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route,  with  maps  drawn  from  the  same,  showing  the  position  of  the  im- 
portant streams,  lakes,  mountains,  swamps,  &c. 

The  road  in  its  present  situation  is  far  from  being  a  good  carriage 
road.  Xumerous  stumps  were  of  necessity  left  in  the  track.  To  slash 
the  timber  for  the  middle  of  the  two  rods  on  each  side  would  cost,  at 
the  price  of  $15  per  acre,  and  8  acres  per  mile  =  120x8=960  acres,  at 
815=$14,400. 

'  To  grub  and  grade  a  track  one  and  one-fourth  rods  wides=:120  miles, 
at  $75  per  acre,  (which  is  a  low  estimate,)  equal  300  acres,  at  $75= 
$22,500.  Add  to  this  $3,500  for  the  opening  of  the  road  beyond  Ver- 
milion Lake. 

The  falling  of  timber  across  the  track  can  only  be  obviated  by  slabb- 
ing down  the  timber  on  each  side  of  the  track.  It  will  be  a  constajit 
.source  of  trouble  to  the  travel  until  this  is  done. 

There  has  now^  been  expended  on  the  present  road  about  $15,000. 
This  money  has  defrayed  the  expenses  of  the  explorations,  location  of 
the  entire  route,  built  the  bridges  and  finished  the  road  across  the 
swamps,  cut  out  and  opened  a  track  twelve  feet  wide  as  far  as  Vermil- 
ion Lake.  The  excessive  rains  of  the  last  summer  so  interfered  with 
oi)eration8  that  I  was  not  able  to  reach  that  portion  beyond  Vermilion. 
From  July  10  to  October  15,  you  will  ])erceive,  by  reference  to  the 
tabular  statement  hereto  attached,  that  we  had  thirty-flve  rainy 
days,  many  of  them  excessive,  producing  such  high  water  in  the  streams 
as  gi'eatly  to  delay  the  whole  work  and  damage  our  siipplies.  In  the 
tabular  statement,  before  spoken  of,  reference  is  had  entirely  to  the 
construction,  and  in  the  number  of  men  employed  no  reference  is  had 
to  voyageurs  or  to  the  exploring  and  surveying  party,  unless  actually 
engaged  in  construction.  About  one-fourth  of  all  the  labor  performed 
was  put  on  the  track,  taking  out  fallen  timber,  grubbing  and  leveling, 
and  removing  boulders,  &c. 

The  average  size  of  the  timber  used  in  the  crossways  is  about  six 
inches ;  3,132  feet  of  crossways  twelve  feet  wide  required  75,1(>8  lineal 
feet  of  that  kind  of  timber  ,•  1,215  feet  of  log  bridges  required  heavy 
timber  for  foundation  and  stringers,  about  10,000  lineal  feet;  and  foV 
covering  similar  to  crossways,  29,160  feet ;  the  Cloquette,  White  Face, 
and  St.  Louis  bridges,  about  20,000  lineal  feet  dressed  timber ;  making 
a  total  of  134,328  lineal  feet  of  timber  cut,  delivered,  and  put  in  place. 

This  road  opens  up  the  vsilley  of  the  St.  Louis  River,  crossing  nearly 
the  center  of  it  and  through  a  region  abounding  in  valuable  timber. 

The  Cloquette,  White  Face,  St.  Louis  and  Embarrass  Rivers  are  all  good 
lumbering  streams ;  that  is,  lumber  can  be  floated  down,  there  being  no 
obstacle  that  cannot  be  cheaply  removed  except  one  drift-wood  on  sec- 
tion 30,  township  49  north,  range  16  west,  in  Carlton  County.  This 
drift-wood  has  been  accumulating  for  seventeen  years,  behind  two 
ledges  of  slate  rock,  and  will  require  an  expenditure  of  irom  fifteen  to 
twenty  thousand  dollars  for  it<s  removal.  When  this  drift-wood  is  re- 
moved, logs  can  be  run  from  all  the  streams  in  the  valley  into  Lake 
Superior,  or  down  as  far  as  the  railroad  crossing  in  section  5,  township 
48,  range  16. 
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Tabular  niaiemtni, — Weekly  report. 
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ST.  LOUIS  RIVKR  BRIDGE. 

The  St,  Louis  Kiver,  at  the  crossing,  has  a  sluggish  current  and  is 
subject  to  freshets  that  submerge  the  low  bottoms.  The  difference  be- 
tween high  and  low  water  this  season  was  about  sixteen  feet.  Safety 
for  the  structure  required  the  bridge  to  be  raised  about  twenty-two  feet 
above  low-water  mark.  The  left  bank  was  not  submerged  by  two  or 
three  feet  during  the  past  rainy  season.  On  the  right  bank  the  bottoms 
are  lower  and  were  submerged  several  times.  The  main  span,  sixty 
feet  in  length,  supported  in  the  center  by  two  collar  beams,  suspended 
on  green  iwst  braces  bj'  one  and  one-fourth  inch  roils,  rests  on  abut- 
ments. These  abutments  were  placed  upon  a  foundation  of  brush  on  the 
Handy  bed  of  the  river  and  let  into  the  banks  sixteen  feet,  and  tilled  to 
near  high- water  mark  with  sand  and  brush,  there  being  no  stone  in  the 
\icinity.  The  covering  of  main  span,  two  and  one-half  inch  plank, 
whipsouud  lumber;  the  ends  are  covered  with  round  poles;  the  rail-- 
ing  is  spiked  on  similar  to  the  Cloquette  bridge.  Whole  length  of 
bridge,  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet,  resting  on  cribs  on  the  low  bottom 
ou  right  bank. 

WHITE  FACE  BRIDGE 

Is  one  liundred  and  forty  feet  long,  and  is  located  at  the  head  of  a 
boulder  rapid,  at  a  point  where  a  gravel  bank  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  high 
approaches  the  channel  on  the  right  bank.  On  this  bank  an  abutment, 
raised  eight  feet  above  low-water  mark,  is  filled  with  gravel.  The  first 
crib  is  placed  twenty-five  feet  from  the  abutment,  and  in  the  stream,  and 
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is  loaded  with  stone  to  high-water  mark.  The  balance  of  the  cribs  are 
I)laced  twenty-five  feet  from  center  to  center,  and  are  also  loaded  with 
stone.  On  the  left  bank  the  bridge  drops  down  to  the  flat  at  about 
high-water  mark.  The  railing  is  pat  on  with  round  poles  similar  to 
the  Cloquette  bridge,  the  flooring  is  hewed,  four  inches  thick,  flat 
timber.  » 

GEORGE  R  STUNTZ, 
Civil  Engineer  in  charge  of  Du  Luth  anH 

Nett  Lake  Wagon  Koad, 
Brevet  Major  General  G.  K.  Warren,  U.  S.  A., 

Major  of  Engineern. 


Survey  of  the  State  road  from  l)u  Liith  to  I'ermilion  Lake  in  St.  IjouU  County,  Minnemta; 
commenced  June  1,  1838,  completed  August  2H,  1868. 


<  /Uiirse.      Distance. 


Remarks. 


S.  8«i  E . 
X.IOW. 


N.  69  E  . . 
N.  30  E  . . 
N.66iE.. 

N.  ir>  E  . . 


Chains. 


ia40 

5.00 
3.10 

3.00 
4.00 
6.50 

40.00 


'  Beginning  at  the  caitt  end  uf  Suiierior  street,  in  that  part  of  the  town  of  Dn 
I      Luth  known  and  recorded  as  Portland;  thence  north  on  the  east  Hide  of  westt 
half  of  southwest  quarter  uf  section  23,  in  township  SO  north,  of  range  14 
west,  in  variation  6°  east. 
To  tlisher's  road  and  set  post,  variation  19°  east :  birch,  6  S..  27  W.,  70  link* : 
.  birch,  7  N.,  1  W.,  46  links. 
On  Fisher  road. 

At  2.10  links  intersected!  Chester  Creek,  25  links  wide,  runs  .sontlieast :  Itridgp 
60  foet. 

To  top  of  steen  hill,  side  cut.  200  feet. 
,  To  one-half  mile-post,  and  leaves  Fisher  road ;  tamarack,  14  X.,  88  W..  73  links: 
I      birch,  10  S,,  8«  E.,  54  links. 

I  To  first  milei>08t;  birch,  7  N.,  83  W.,  39  links;  birch,  7  N.,  76  E.. :» links;  i;p 
graile  on  last  half  mile ;  soil  stony ;  timber,  birch  or  aspen. 


N.  15E 17.00 

N.37JW..-  4.00 

E 4. 50 

N.50E 9.00 

N.  15  E  ....  38.50 

N.IOW....  2.00 

N 3.00 

•N.rr.W....  2.00 


N.  ir.w.. 

3.-0  1 

N.25W^. 

3.80  1 

N.20E  .. 

2.00 

N.  35  E  . . 

5.50 

N.-WE  .. 

4.00 

N.30E  .. 

12.30  . 

N.15E  .. 

5.50 

N.  .W  E  . . 

2L50  1 

N.20E  .. 

2.50 

W 

8.  75 

N.25E  .. 

6.25 

N.  55  E  . . 

4.00 

N.  30  E  . . 

3.00 

N 

4.00 

N.15E... 

13.00 

N.20W.. 

4.00  , 

N 

10.50 

N.40W.. 

2.50  1 

N 

2.50  ' 

N.30E... 

aoo 

N 

.1.50 

SecQtxd  miU — variation  \QP  eauL 

At  6  chains  a  stream  5  links  wide  runs  southeast ;  bridge  to  be  built  10  fii't. 

To  bank  of  stream,  runs  southeast. 

Stream  10  links  wide :  good  ford ;  bridge  90  feet. 

To  toi>  of  hill,  up  grade. 


To  second  niile-i>ost:  birch,  8  N..  40  E.,  48  links;  birch,  8  S.,  68  W.,  33  link*; 
surface,  rolling ;  soil,  stony,  sand  and  gravel ;  timber  small,  birch,  asp^n,  pine , 
spruce,  and  fir. 

Third  mile— variation  12°  east. 

To  stivam  20  links  wide,  runs  east ;  good  ford;  re<inires  20  feet  bridge. 


Frrurth  milf. 


Stream  4  links  wide,  runs  southwest ;  bridge  10  feet ;  stream  mna  northwest. 

At  1..50  links  a  Htream  5  links  wide  runs  east ;  sandy  soU ;  good  ford:  bridge  10 
feet. 
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Surcejf  of  the  5tote  road  from  Du  Luth  to  VermiUon  Lake^  tfc. — Coutinued. 


Cottnti' .      Distance. 


Chaint. 


N'.45E... 

•iCO 

X 

•2.0O 

x.aoK  .... 

a.  50 

X 

11.00 

x.«w.... 

7.40 

y.45W.... 

afio 

X.25W.... 

1.50 

y.25W.... 

15.50 

X.35W.... 

4.50 

X4DW.... 

37.50 

X.75W.,.. 

5.00 

X.55W.... 

'ZOO 

X.IOW.... 

1.50 

X45W.... 

.1 00 

X.30W... 

i50 

X.50W.... 

4.00 

X 

0.50 

X.IOK  . 
X.6W.. 
X.48W. 
X.33W. 
X.55W. 
X.50W. 
X.19W.. 
X.45W. 

x.eaw. 
x.4o\y. 

X.«7W, 

X 


X.  40  E. 
X.IOW. 
K.»W. 
X.IOE  . 
X.IOW. 
X.  i5  E. 
X.  10  E  . 

x.aoE. 

X 

X.  19  E  . 

x.aow. 


•2.80 
•Z60 
4.90 
9.30 
6.80 
3.20 
4.80 
4.50 

0.00 
13.30 
19.70 


X 17.30 

X.25E  ....  2.50 

X.40W.-..  iOO 

X 33.00 

X.38W....!  3.50 

X..; 1  2.60 

X.  23E 4.00 

X ISwOO 


•29.50 
4.50 
4.00 

13.00 
4.00 
1.00 

14.00 

a  00 
aoo 

3.50 
1.50 


X..TOW.... 

6.90 

X.  12  W. . . . 

4.30 

X.  10  E  ... . 

4.50 

N.35W.... 

450 

X.5E 

9.50 

X.33W.... 

5.00 

X.46W.... 

5.00 

X.  5  W 

aoo 

X.IOE.... 

7.00 

Reiunrks. 


Fovrth  mile — Continued. 


To  iourth  nille-pottt;  bireb,  IC  S..  80  W..  36 links:  bii-eb.  10  X.,  85  E.,  28  links; 
surface,  rollinj^ :  soil,  good ;  sugar  tree,  linden,  oak,  yellow  bireli.  and  ceflar. 

Fifth  mile— variation  12^  eaat. 


At  1. 00  cluiius:  stream  15  links  wide,  runs  east.  To  fiftb  mile*post ;  brid);e,  25 
feet;  tamarack,  12  W..  63 links;  birch.  10  S.,  65  E.,  50  links:  surface,  gently 
rolling:  soil,  sand.y ;  timber,  maple,  oak,  birch,  aspen,  spruce,  tamarnck,  and 
flr. 

Sixth  mite — variation  1-2'  ea*t. 


To  section  line  between  section  26  and  27,  townskip  51.  range  14  west. 

To  sixth  mile-post ;  tamarack,  12  N.,  83  E.,  36  links :  bii-ch,  12  N..  68  W..  28  links; 

surface,  genuy  rolling:  soil,  sandy ;  some  stone  liouldeit);  birch,  sugar,  asiien, 

tamarack,  ancl  cedar  timber. 

Seventli  mile — tfariation  12°  eart. 


At  26.20  intersectefl,  comes  to  section  2*2,  23,  26.  and  27. 

To  section  line. 

To  seventh  mile  iKWt ;  birch,  20  S.,  67  E.,  43  links ;  linden,  8  S..  67  W.,  40  links; 

surface  rolling ;  sugar  tree  ridges;  timber,  hirge ;  yellow  birch,  linden,  oak, 

ironwoo<l. 

Eighth  wile. 


At  96  cliains,  nuid  hole,  two  rods  cordumy. 


At  70  links,  stream  20  links  wide,  runs  southeast ;  bndge  30  feet  long.  To  eighth 
mile-post;  birch,  10  S.,  80  E.,  40  links:  birch,  10  8.,  85  W.,  36  links;  surfa<.e, 
rolling;  soil,  siind  and  i>ebbly ;  timber,  Urge ;  white  pine,' sugar,  yellow  birch, 
tamarack,  and  asjien. 

Xinth  mile. 


At  7. 50  links  swamp,  cordnroy  thi-e^  rod?*:  ciosw*  swamp  two  rods,  cor.hiroy  two 
rods. 
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Sartrif  of  the  State  road  from  Du  Luth  to  Venmlion  Lake^  ^c. — Contiiined. 


(Vi»r»e.     ,  Distance. 


Remarks. 


N.45W.. 

N.70  W.. 
N.  15  W. . 
N. 15  E  . . 
N.-2E.... 
N.20E... 
X.  20  E  . . 
N.3E 


Chains. 
3.00 
3.00  ' 
3.00 
5.50  I 
3.00  I 
9.00 
1.50 
.5.00 


N.3E 10.50  I 

N.40E 2.00  I 

X.50E 3.50  I 

N.5E 4.00 

N.43W....  3.00 

N.30E aoo  I 

N.6*2K 11.50  I 

X.25E  ....  J?.00 

N.70E 2.50 

E I  7.50 

N.5(»E....!  1.50 

X !  2.00, 

X.90E 6.00 

X.29W....I  2.50  I 

X.  16  W. ...  3. 00 

X.53W....'  1.50 

X.22W....  5.00' 


X.43  W....  lloO  1 

X 5.C0 

X.IOE 14.50 

X.37E 4.00 

X.IOE 6.  50  I 

X 10.50 

X.24E 6.00  I 

X ,  3.00 

X.30  W....'  4.00  : 

X &50i 

X.24E 4.00  ' 

N.15E 5.00 

X.15E 8.50 

X.7E 3.50  I 

X.5W 4.00  1 

X.  1  E 17. 50 

X.45E 46.50 


Eighth  milf—ContivMed. 


Swanip  tbree  iwls  conliiroy. 

To  ninth  milepoHt;  birch.  20  E.,  10  links ;  birch,  16  S..  85  E.,  32  link»:  unrfiHy. 
gently  i-oUin^j ;  »oil.  Hanily  ;  timber,  white  pine,  ceclar.  yellow  and  white  Wirh 
and  a»\>eu. 

Tenth  mile. 


I 


X.G8E 19.80 

E 3.70 

X.65E 3.00 

X.50E 6.00 

X.35E 9.00 

X.IOE i  3.00 

X.2€'E ;  2.50 

X 13.00 

X.50E 12.00 

X..WE I  8.00 

X.:«E 10.00 

X.20E 14.50 

X.30E 7.50 

X 10.00 

X.  15  W  . . .  6.  00 

X.25E....  5.00 

X.  70  E  ... .  :i  00 

X.  10  E  ... .  2.  50 

X.  1,'iW..-  2.00 


Atl.  OOBtream  10  links  wide,  runs  east;  corduroy  lour  ro«ls.  swamp  two  mh 
wide,  cordnroy. 


To  t«nth  niUe  post ;  birch,  8  !{..  50  E.  33  links ;  birch.  8.  S..  55,  W.,  60  links :  Mtr- 
face,  gently  rolling ;  yellow  birch,  cedar,  and  pine  ;  soil  sandy. 

ElewtUh  mile — variation  12°  eattt. 


At  1. 50  linkM  stream  20  links  wide,  nuis  east ;  bottom  soft;  turnpike  Imir  rodo. 


To  eleventh  mile-post ;  birch,  12  S.,  82  E.,  60  links;  birch,  16,  X.:  80  W..  8S  links; 
surface,  gently  rolling ;  soil,  sandy ;  birch,  tamarack,  spnioe,  and  fir  timber. 

Tipe^fth  mile— variation  IV  east 

Intersected  town  line  between  townships  51  and  52,  550  links  ea»t  of  qiuuler 

section  comes  on  north  side  of  section  3,  range  14  west. 
At  3. 75  links  intersected  stream  five  links  wide ;  bridge  20  feet  long. 
At  1.  SO  links  intersected  Lisle  River,  runs  southeast ;  requires  50  feet  bridg(>, 

4  feet  high.    To  twelve  mile-post;  sugar  maple,  7  8.  50  £.,  56  links :  birch,  It 

X.,  75  w.,  34  links ;  surface,  rolling ;  soil,  sandy  and  rough ;  birch,  aspen,  mpx 

maple. 

Thirteenth  mile. 

To  Eagle  Lake. 


At  5w  00  chains  level  lake  above. 

To  tliirteenth  mile  post;  tamarack,  14  W.,  33  links;  birch,  14,  S..  72.  £..97liok9: 
surface,  gently  rolling ;  soil,  sandy ;  birch,  aspen,  sugar,  and  pine. 

Fourteenth  mile. 


At  300  links  stn^am  10  links  wide,  runs  west :  swamp  bottom,  cordtu:t>y  40  rods 

wide. 
Dng  way  230  fe<'t  up  hill. 
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Course. 

Duitance. 

Vhaim, 

X 

2.00 

X.  5i  W  . . . 

1.50 

X. -raw ... 

-L50 

X-iOW  ... 

1.50 

X.'iOE  .... 

aoo 

X.  tf  E  . . . . 

2.50 

X. 20  K  ...  - 

3.50 

X.:WW  ... 

1.00 

x.a^w... 

•zoo 

X.6W.... 

3.00 

X.  30  W  . . . 

3.00 

X.5W.... 

SlOO 

.\.36E.... 

4.00 

X 

3.50 

X.  13  E  . . . 

3.00 

X 

3.00 

X.  30  E  ... . 

3.50 

X.  »  E  . . . . 

4.00 

X 

4.00  . 

X.37E...- 

3.00  1 

X.KW  ... 

2.00 

y^.HbW  ... 

&50 

N.'SW  ... 

5l50 

X.«W... 

7.30 

X.55W... 

€.50 

X.44W... 

450 

X.60W... 

3.00 

X,35W  ... 

3L0O 

X.43W... 

3.50 

X.>»W... 

1.00 

X.54W... 

3.00  1 

X.  40  W  . . . 

3.00 

.V.54W... 

3.00 

X.  «  E  . . . 

4.50 

.V.«W    .. 

a50 

X.  14  W  . . . 

4.00 

.V.45W... 

3.10 

X.38W... 

13.50 

X.  55  W  . . . 

5l50 

X.d5W... 

&00 

X.  65  W  . . . 

3.00 

X.42W... 

3.00 

X.25E.... 

15.50 

x.roE.... 

aso 

X.40E.... 

5.00 

X.-23E.   .. 

13.00 

X.30E.... 

7.00 

X.45E.... 

6.00 

x.eoE.... 

aso 

X.40E.... 

3.00 

X.65E.... 

5.00 

X.55E.... 

3.00 

x.esE... 

3.50 

X.  40  E  ... . 

34.00 

X 

7.30 

X.30E.... 

3.00 

X 

aso 

X.30W... 

3.30 

X.60W... 

4.00 

X.30W... 

3.00 

X.ftSW... 

3.50 

X.50W  ... 

3.00 

x 

2.00 

X.  25  E  . . . 

3.00  1 

X 

1.00 

KeinarkH. 


Fourteenth  mile — ('ontinneil. 


To  foiii-tecutb  luih'-iKwt :  tAniai-aok,  14  E.,  32  liuks  ;  tAuiarack,  12  "\V.,  53  links ; 
snrface,  j^ently  rollini^:  floil,  wuidy  and  fltony;  timber,  birt'h.  tamarack,  and 
spruce. 

Fifteenth  mile. 


Swamp  3  roda  wide,  conluroy. 


Kwamp  4  roda  wide,  corduroy. 

To  flftoenth  mile-post;  birch,  12  N.,  44  E.,  43  links;  t^iuiarack.  12  S..  45  W.,  37 

links;  surface,  rolling ;  soil,  sandy,  with  Iwnlders;  limber,  liirob,  tamarack. 

spruce,  aspen. 

Sixteenth  mile—tariation  12*^  etut. 


At  1. 00  link  stream  5  links  wide,  acruHH  went  bridge  30  feet. 


Over  swamp  10  rods  conluroj-. 


To  sixteenth  mile-post;  cedar.  6  S.,  55  E..  43  links;  birch.  10  N..  G7  W.,  37 
links;  surface,  {^ntly  rolling ;  soil,  sandy ,  norao  stone;    timber,  white  pine, 
*  sugar  birch,  aspen,  cedar. 

Seventeenth  mile. 


To  seventeenth  mile-post;  aapen,  14  S.,  60  W..  40  links;  c^nlai-,  OIN.,  30  E.,  34 
links;  surface,  descending  lON.E.;  soil, sandy;  timl>er  small,  birch,  aspen, 
spruce,  and  fir. 

Eighteenth  mile — variation  IHP  eMt. 
Stream  5  links  wide  at  1  chain  ;  nms  east ;  bridge  1  rod. 
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Survey  of  tfie  State  road  from  Iht  Luth  to  Vennilion  Lake,  ^-c. — Continued. 


Course.      DiHtance. 


N.  '25  W 
N.  55  W 
X.  75  W 
X.  55  W  . 

y 

N.  30  W  . 

N.  ao  w . 

X 

X^.  30  E  . 
X.  10  E  . 
X.  5  E  . . 
X.  25  W 
X 


Chairut. 
2.50 
1.50 
3.50 
3.50 
2.50 
3.00 
1.00 
2.00 
5.50 

11.00 
7.50 
5.50 

11.00 


RenuirkH. 


X     

23  50 

X.  25  E  . 

6  00 

X 

9. 50 

X.  15  W 

4.  00 

:n.  30  w 

2.00 

X.60W. 

2. 50 

w 

2.50 

X.55W. 

10. 00 

X.80W. 

4.00 

X.70  W. 

16. 00 

x.eow. 

10.  00 

X.30W'. 

14.20 

X.50E  . 

7.  30 

X.IO  w. 

1.50 

X.30W. 

9.50 

X.  40  W. 

2. 00 

X.30W. 

3.50 

X.54W. 

3.00 

X.25W- 

2.50 

X.7W.. 

4.00 

X.23W. 

2.50 

X.  15  W. 

a50 

X.23W. 

10. 50 

W 

4.  50 

X.32W. 

2.  50 

X.-'WW. 

.3. 50 

X.  5  E  .  . 

.■i.  30 

X.  15  W. 

1.50 

X 

. .  1          9.  50 

X.40W. 

5.00 

X.15W. 

1.00 

X 

3.00 

X.  10  E  . 

7.  00 

X 

10. 00 

X.  25  E  . 

4. 00 

X.4dE  . 

1.50 

X 

3.00 

X.  36  E  . 

4.50 

X.20E  . 

5.50 

X.7E  .. 

5.00 

X.20  W. 

9.50 

X.40  W. 

10.  00 

Eighteenth  mile— Continued. 

Akler  marsh  ;  oorUurov  5  rod*. 

Wet  land. 

Wet  laud. 

Wet  land. 

1  eulvert  ditch  on  west  side. 

Streams  links  wide;  nmseast:  bridge  11  feet,  built. 

At  50  stream  4  links  wide  ;  runs  east ;  bridge  tO  feet,  built ;  bottom  land.  wi^r. 

Stream  5,  nms  east ;  bridge  10  feet,  bnilt ;  bottom  land. 

To  eighteenth  mile-iKwt ;  aspen,  12  S..  72  W..  42  links:  white  pine.  14  S..  7tJ  E.. 
49  links :  surface,  level  in  some  parts ;  wet  meadow  land  ;  alder  and  t«imara<i  k 
liottoms. 

Nineteetith  mile. 


Stream  at  5  chains ;  bridge  30  feet ;  good  foni. 


Stream  20,  bridge  30  feet,  corduroy  4  rods. 
Dug  way  partly  graded. 


To  nineteenth  mile-post;  white  pine,  8  S.,  64  W.,  34  links;  vellow  pine.  U^.. 
55  £.,  22  links ;  snrfa(%  gently  rolling ;  soil,  sandy  and  gTavelly ;  timber.  Mhit*' 
and  yellow  pine,  birch  and  aspen. 

Tfjpentieth  mHe—variati(yn  12°  ea»L 

To  south  bank  of  (Hoqnette  river  and  set  post  near  M.  €.,  between  sections  1  sinil 
2,  township  52,  range  14 ;  white  pine,  18  S.,  25  K.,  150  links ;  spruce,  8  S..  53  W. 
57  links. 

At  3.30  leave  river,  water  3  feet  deep ;  good  ford :  gravel  bottom ;  bridge  230  ftvt 
long,  8  feet  high  above  low  wat^r. 


)| 


X.40  W. 
X 


74.00 
6.00 


3  ixxls  swamp  corduroy. 
3  it)ds  swamp  corduroy. 
Side  hill  partly  gvadeA. 

Side  hill  partly  graded. 
Side  going  down. 

To  twentieth  mile-post;  white  nine.  12  N.,  86  W..  14  links;  bii-ch.  8  X.,  61  B.. 
41  links:  surface,  rolling;  timber,  whit*  pine,  birch,  cellar,  aspen,  fir. 

Twenty-first  mile.  • 


Across  meadow,  soft  land,  4  ro.ls  coitlnroy. 

Up  grade. 

Up  grade. 

Up  grade. 

Up  grade. 

Up  grade. 

Up  grade. 

To  twenty -tirst  mile-iwst ;  biixh,  6  X.  E.,  21  links;  white  pine,  30  S.,  13  W.  'f^ 

links ;  snrtace,  hilly ;  soil,  sandy  and  gravelly ;  surface  cut  up,  deep,  cnuL*' 

knolls ;  heavy  white  pine,  sugar,  birch,  and  fir. 

Txcenty-seeond  mile. 

To  section  line  Ijetween  sections  22  and  23,  township  53,  range  14. 
On  section  line  to  twent.y-second  mile-post :  white  pine,  30  X..  88  E.,  43  link* ; 
sugar.  6  S..  60  W.,52  links;  heavy  pine  timber,  sugar.  bin*h ;  soil,  sandy  andtlry 
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ROAD   FROM   DU  LUTH    TO   FORT   BOIS   RESERVATION.  17 

Survey  of  the  State  road  from  Da  Luth  to  Vermilion  Lake,  j-c. — Continued. 


Coarse.     Distance. 


Remarks. 


Chaint. 


X 66.50 

y.40E.-..l  3.50 

y 4-00 

K.40W....  3.30 

X  1  2.50 

X 29.00 

X.3oE....  51.00 


X43E.... 

4€.0O 

X2.VE.... 

laoo 

X4.3E.... 

2.00 

I 

4.0O 

X45E  .... 

2,00 

X.-r.E... 

9.00 

X.loE.... 

LOO 

Tvoenty-third  mUt. 
At  58  chains  comers  to  sections  14, 15, 32,  and  23. 


On  section  line  to  twenty-third  mile-post ;  white  pine,  24  S.,  75  £.,  31  links ; 
white  pine,  18  AV.,  51  links ;  surface  rolling ;  soil,  dry  and  sandy ;  pine  timber. 


Twenty-fourth  mile. 

To  twenty  .fourth  mile-post;  fir.  18  S.,  12  E.,  48  links:  white  pine,  24  N.,  20  W., 
53  links ;  surface,  rolling ;  soil,  gravel  and  stony ;  timber,  fire  killed  and  fallen. 

Twenty-fifth  miU. 


X20W.... 

7.M) 

N'.UE.... 

2.:rfJ 

X.49E.... 

2.50 

N  .. 

:»..>«> 

N.i:)W.... 

3.50 

N.»E.... 

3.50 

-Vi'.E  ... 

3,  .'50 

X*JE....' 

6.00 

\ 

1  00 

X.'^^W.. 

4.00 

X.30E... 

2.rio 

y 

4,  ."lO 

X-Ji.W.... 

2.  TiO 

X 

22.50 

X3r)W... 

7.50 

-VT'nv....' 

1.00 

Xi-iW... 

3.O0 

X4.>W.... 

3.00 

X25W... 

3.50 

XlOE.... 

14.00 

X  ... 

6.50 

xi:.\T... 

a  50 

X4.1W.... 

3.00 

xr.w.... 

26.50 

x.g:»w.... 

9.00 

x-.-.w.... 

4..'» 

N.'OW.... 

3.50 

X.H)W.... 

10.00 

X45W.... 

3.00 

x.-r^w.... 

10.  po 

XlOW.... 

11.50 

X,40E 

23.59 

X.2jE 

3.00 

X.2oE 

10.00 

X 

aoo 

X.25W.... 

5.00 

X.15W.... 

3.00 

X.MW.... 

33.00 

X.IOW.... 

1          6.  SO 

K.65W.... 

1          3.00 

Acr(»s  stream,  bridge  10  feet. 

To  twenty  .fifth  mile-post ;  birch.  12  N..  30  W..  4PlinkH :  white  pine,  20  X,,  76  E. 
61  links;  surface,  gently  rolling :  soil,  gravelly,  with  large  boulders;  timber, 
fire  killed. 

Tirentynxth  mile. 


Across  swamp,  6  rods  corduroy. 


50  I 
5<) 

00     To  twenty-sixth  mile-poHt ;  birch,  6  N..  7  E.,  3.«  links;  white  pine,  19  S.,  44 
'      24  links';  surface,  gently  rolling ;  soil,  sandy ;  lar;ie  liouUlera ;  timber,  fire  kil 


W., 

killed. 


Tieenty-seventh  mile. 


At  2.  00  chains,  swamp,  6  rods  corduTOy. 
Swamp,  8  ro<ls  corduroy. 

At  jO  links,  swamp,  2  rods  cotxlnroy. 

At  2.  .'50  links,  swamp,  bridges  3  rods. 

To  twcnty-Siveuth  mile-post ;  birch.  10  N.,  W  AV.,  34  links ;  birch,  10  N.,  39  E.  :r7 
links;  surface,  gently  rolling;  stony;  timber,  lire  killed. 

Ticen  ty-eigh  th  m  He, 
Rocky  swamp ;  turnpike  30  rods. 


At  2  chains,  stream  5  links ;  runs  north  ;  bridge  10  feet. 

To  twenty-eighth  mile-jiost ;  birch.  12  S.,  71  K.,  35  links;  birch.  8  X.,  40  W.,  50 
links;  surface,  gently  ndliug ;  soil,  sandy  and  dry ;  timber,  fire  killed. 

Twenty-ninth  mile. 
At  4  chains,  stream  15  links  ;  southwest,  bridge  20  feet. 
At  2. 00  stream  15  links  wide,  runs  southwest ;  bridge  10  feet 
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18  ROAD   FROM   DU  LUTH    TO   FORT   BOIS   RESERVATION. 

Survey  of  the  State  road  from  Du  Luth  to  Vermilion  Lake,  4^. — Continued. 


Conrse. 


X.30W... 


X.30AV 
N.  50  W 

X , 

N.35E. 
N.  15E. 
N 


X 

X.20E. 

X 

X.  25  W 
X.  10  W 
X.30W 

X 

X.30E. 
X.IOE. 
X.25W 
X.55W 
X.30W 
X.55W 

X 

X.30E. 

X 

X.25E. 

X 

X.15W 
X.45E. 
X.-20E. 


X.40E.. 
X.2UE.. 

X 

X.  10  w. 
X.30E.. 

X 

X.20W. 

N 

X.30W. 
X.60W. 
X.  30  W. 
X.80W. 
X.50W. 
X.30W. 
X.50W. 
X.20W. 
X.30W. 
X.  65  W. 
X.50W. 


Distance. 


Kemarks. 


Chains. 
16.50 


10.00 
44.00 
2.50 
5.50 
4.50 
13.50 


•2.50 
3.  50 

17.00 
3.00 
a  50 
3.50 
.50 
5.00 
3.00 

10.50 
1.50 

a.  CO 

1.00 
2.00 
2.00 

Kt;« 

2.00 
2.00 
2.50 
4.00 
1.00 


10.00 
1.50 
3.50 
3.00 
1.50 
4.50 
8.00 
5.00 
1.00 
7.00 
1.50 
6.00 
1.00 
6.00 
3.00 
5.00 
1.50 
1.50 
2.00 


X.35W... 

2. 50 

X.25W.,. 

1          2.50 

X 

1          2. 5'J 

X.25W... 

1.50 

X.35W... 

1.50 

X.15W... 

3.00 

X.35W... 

1.50 

N.  20  ^y. . . 

3.00 

X 

6.  no 

X.35E.-.. 

4.50 

X.50E  ... 

11.50 

X.35E  ... 

13.00 

X,20E  ... 

7  (JO 

N.IOW... 

1          3.  .-H) 

Twenty-ninth  mile — Continaed. 

To  twentyninth  mile-post ;  birch,  10  X.,  85  E.,  28  links ;  birch,  10  S.,  43  TV.  '*> 
Uiika;  aurface,  rolliDg;  soil,  sandy  ami  gravelly ;  pleuty  uf  bouhicni;  tiuilNr. 
small  birch  and  aspe.u. 

Ihirtieth  mile. 

At  20. 00  chains,  rocky  valley  12  rods. 
IU>cky  valley,  10  rods. 

To  thirtieth  mile-post;  yellow  birch.  18  X.,  .56  E.,  24  links;  tamsrack,  10S..64 
W..  34  links ;  surface,  gently  rolling ;  soil,  sandy  and  dry ;  timUT,  aspco, 
white  and  yellow  pine,  and  tamarack. 


Tliirtyfimt  mile. 


To  stream  15  links  wide  ;  bridge  20  feet. 


To  thirty-first  mile-itost;  yellow  pine.  12  X.,  75  E..  30  links-,  tamarark,  8  N.,'J» 
W.,  27  links;  surface,  rolling;  soil,  sandy  and  dry;  limber,  whit^^aud  yello* 
pine,  small  aspen,  and  birch. 

Thirty-second  mile. 


Swamp,  4  rods  corduroy. 


To  thirty-second  mile-post;  white  pine.  18  X.,  25  E.,  47  links ;  white  pine,  li^  !^. 
55  W.,  44  links ;  surface,  rolling ;  soil.  s.aif(y  and  dry  ;  timber,  small,  yellow 
pine,  aspen,  and  birch. 

Tfdi-ty  third  mile. 
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ROAD   FROM   DU  LUTH   TO    FORT   B0I8   RESERVATION.  19 

Surrey  of  the  State  road  from  Du  Luth  to  Vermilion  Lake,  <f*c. — Continued. 


Coarse.      Distance. 


Remarks. 


y.«E. 


Chaim. 
16.50 


y.«E 9.50 

.X.«E 63.00 

X 7.50 


y 

X.40W.... 

X 

X«E 

yauE 

12.00 
4.00 
4*2.50 
19.00 
•2.30 

y:jr»E 

K.IOE 

X 

y-»\v.... 
X 

13.50 
?«.50 
37.00 
10.50 
10.50 

X 

.vaoE 

y..-*w.... 

y75W.... 

y.v)W.-.. 

1*-00 

9.50 

2.00 

'20.00 

40.50 

y,Mw.... 
x.'inw.... 

X.55\V.... 

y  aow.... 

X  5«>W... 

18.50 
19.50 
19.00 
•22.00 
1.00 

y.  50  w . 


y.riow. 

N.25W. 
N  sow. 


V  sow. 


X  •»  w. 


Thirtyihird  mile — Coutiuucd. 

To  thirty-third  mile-p«at :  birch,  6  X.,  8  W..  35  links  ;  anpen,  18  S., 
mirface,  rulling.  antl  rid^08  below  Bwamp  rocky. 

Thirty-fourth  mUe. 


40.00 
32.00 


3£..19Unks; 


N.75W.... 

31.00 

N  -20  W... 

5.00 

X.25E 

4.00 

\ 

18.00 

N  IiOW.... 

4.00 

N  4<iW.... 

5.00 

\  611  W     . . 

1.00 

N  :o  w . . . 

7.00 

To  f«n't> 
links" 

At  2. 50  low  land,  at  6.  00  Htroam  nin«  went:  bridge  30  feet;  tnmpike  50  rods. 
To  thirt y-fonrth  mile-poHt ;  HpriMM\  10  S.,  6»  E.,  43 links ;  tamarack,  10  8.,  87  W., 
69  liuks  i  timber,  large  white  pine. 

Thirty  fifth  mile. 

"Wet  land :  tumwike  48  rod«. 
Swamp :  tumpiKe  16  rofln. 
Pine  ndge. 
Pine  ridjfe. 

To  thirtv-flfth  mile-po«t :  white  pine.  24  N,,  ."57  linka  ;  pine  ridge ;  white  pine,  20 
8.,  30  £.,  43  linkH. 

Thii'ty-xixth  mile. 


To  thirty-sixth  milepoMt ;  bin-h,  16  X.,  .V>  E.,  57  links ;  bireh,  12  S.,  80  "W.,  53  links; 
surface,  level :  nandy  soil ;  large  pine. 

Thirty-iieKenth  mile. 

At  15.  00  t/>p  hill  fai-eH  west. 
At  2. 00  foot  of  hill  wet. 

Stream  10  feet  wide,  northea^tt.  bridge  30  feet. 
To  top  of  hill. 

To  thirtyi*eventh  niile-poHt :  bireh,  6  N.,  55  E.,  45  link«;  birch,  6  S.,  10  W.,37 
links :  «nrfnee.  hilly  ;  Handy  noil ;  white  and  yellow  pine. 

Thirty  eighth  mile. 


Wet  land:  turnpike  10  nxU. 

To  thirty-eighth  mile-post :  bireh.  r<  X.,  70  E..  32  links:  birch,  9  8.,  50  W.,  37 linki* ; 
suHace,  rolling  ;  sandy  .««oil,  dry  ;  birch,  aHp<>n,  spruce,  and  fir. 

'Thirty-ninth  tnile. 

At  28, 00  chains  a  stream  10  links  wide  runs  southwest ;  bridge  20  feet ;  tnrn- 

tike  10  rmls.    At  55. 00  chains  10  rods  turnpike.    To  thirty-ninth  mile-post ; 
ireh.  16  N..  68  £..  66  links :  birch,  16  S.,  20  W..  38  links ;  surface,  roUing ;  saudy 
soil :  bireh,  aspen,  tamarack,  spruce,  and  cedar. 

Fortieth  mUe. 

At  15. 00  chains  10  rtxls  curduroy. 
At  3.  00  cliains  7  rods  turnpike. ' 

To  fortieth  mile-post ;  white  ;|)ine,  24  :  bireh.  12  S.,  30  W.,  44  links ;  birch,  12  N., 
34  £.,  52  links;  sni-face  rolling;  sandy  S4iil;  tim)>er,  large,  white  pine. 

Fortyfir»t  mile. 

To  forty-first  mile-post:  white  pine.  20  S.,  10  E.,  44  links;  white  pine,  20X..-25 
W.,  54  links:  surface,  hilly ;  sandy  soil;  timber,  spruce,  birch,  cedar,  and 
tamarack. 

Fortyaecond  mile. 

At  29.  50  White  P'ace  River.  100  feet  wid**.  nn-kv  bottom  :  gowl  ford  ;  bridge  130 
fe«'t.  10  tVil  hi^h. 


»  furty-srttrtid  mil.'-post :  yt-llow pine.  24  N.,  52  E.. 54  links;  birch,  8  S.,  7  W..  3« 
links";  «iiri'rtce  mlHug;  windy  soil  and  vri^tvelly ;  white  and  yellow  pine  timber. 
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ROAD  FROM  DU  LUTH  TO  FORT  BOIS  RESERVATION. 


Survey  of  the  St<ite  road  from  Du  Luth  to  Fermilion  Lake^  ^-c. — Continued. 


Course.     I  Distance. 


Remarks. 


X.  50  W. 

N.15W. 
N.45W. 
N.70W. 
N.  40  \V. 
X.  75  W. 
X.50W. 
X.35W. 
K.55W. 
X.  35  W. 
X 


X 

X.  30  W. 
X.50W. 
X.30W. 
X.45W. 
X.30\r. 
X.oOW. 
X.30W. 


X.30W.. 

X 

X.  4.>  W. . 
X.70W.. 
X.50W.. 
X.35W.. 

x.aow.. 

X.50  W.. 
X.KJW.. 
X.30W.. 
X.15W.- 

^' 

X.l.-iE  .. 
X.'2r.E  .. 
X.15\V.. 


Chaitut. 
9.00 
7.50 
7.00 
2.50 

14.00 
6.50 
9.50 

11.00 
4.00 
8.50 
0.50 


9.50 
11.50 
12.00 
12.00 

3.50 
10.50 

5.50 
15.50 


I 


X.15W. 

X 

X.20W. 
X.  50  W. 
X.30W. 
X.  15  \V. 
X 


X.35NV. 

X.  i:.w. 

X.  35  W. 


Forty-third  mile. 

To  swani]). 

Swainp  at  4.50 ;  stream,  30 :  30-foot  bridge.  28  rods  corduroy. 


13.50 
4.50 
3.00 
3. 0(» 
3.00 
2.00 
4.00 

19.50 
2.50 
5.00 
2.0) 
4.00 
5.  00 
().  00 
3.00 


24.  00 
3.00 
2.00 
6.  5t) 
5.  50 
13.50 
16.50 


At  3.51,  2  rwla  corduroy. 

At  2.00,  4  rmlH  cordurov. 

To  fortv-third  mile-post;  birch.  8  S..  85  W.,  41  links:  yellow  pine,  18  X..  57  E.. 
55  links;  surface,  rolling;  sandy  soil;  timber,  tire  killed  ana  down. 

Forty-fourth  mile. 

To  bed  of  stream,  runs  west ;  bridge.  16  feet. 

Wet  land;  turnpike  14  rods. 
AVet  land ;  turnpike  20  rods. 

To  forty-fourth  mile-post;  yellnw  pine,  24  S.,  75  W.,  84  links;  aspen.  18  X..  '*> 
E.,  34' links:  timber,  ttrc  killed. 

Forty  fifth  mile. 


Swamp,  1  rod  cx)rduroy. 


Sw.iinp,  3  rods  corduroy  . 


T«»  forty-fifth  mile-post:  birch,  12  X..  28  E..  49  links;  spruce,  12  S.,  65  W..  4.1 
liukh  ■  surface,  rolling ;  sand  and  gravel  soil. 


Forty -ftixth  mile. 


3.(K)  1 

1.00 

5.00 


X.35Tr....  3.00 

X.15AV....  5.00 

X.35W....  9.50 

X 5.00 

X.45W....!  3..'i0 

X 4.00 

X.25E 4.0) 

X.45E '  2.50 

X I  1.00 

X.  low....  2.00 

X.25W....  10.50 

X 3.75 

X.50E 3.25 

X.  25  E  ....  2.00 

X.40W....  1.60 

X.15W....  9.40 

X 6.00 

X.IOE 1.50 

X.25W....  1.25 

X.50W....I  11.75 


Swamp,  2  nuU  coidnroy. 

At  6.(M).  swamj).  2  rods  coi*durt>y. 

At  1.00,  1  rod  corduroy. 

At  5.00.  4  rtMls  corduroy. 

At  15.00,  stnam  west ;  bridge,  20  feel. 

To  fjirty-sKth  milo-post :  n.spnn,  12  S..  27  W.,  64  links:  BApf^n,  10  X.,  4?  E..  9' 
links;'  surface,  level  Imidpau  ;  birch,  aspen,  tamarack, spruce.  hii«el,andal«ler. 

Forty-seventh  mile. 


At  1.50,  stream  25 ;  bridge.  30  fvct.  good  ffjrd  bridge.  100. 
At  2  chains,  .stream  5  links  :  30-foot  bridge,  ford  bridge,  80. 
At  2.50,  swamp,  2  rods  corduroy. 


I 

'  Swamp  at  2  chains.  4  rods  corduroy. 
Swamp,  4  rods  corduroy. 

Swamp.  6  rods  cordurov. 
At  1.50.  wet  laud,  1  nnf  corduroy. 

To  forty-seventh  mile-iiost:  aspen.  8  X..  79  E..  47  links;  birch,  6  X..  87  W..« 
links';  surface,  ndling ;  soil,  wet  and  sandy ;  pine,  tamarack,  aspeu,  &c. 

'  Forty -eighth  mile. 
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Survey  of  the  State  road  from  Du  Luth  to  Vermilion  Lake,  ^c— Continued. 


Conrae.     i  Distance. 


Remarks. 


ysow 
y.-aow, 

N.aOW 

y.-»w 
y.  40  w 

y 

y-iSE. 

y40E. 
y.20E. 

y 


y 

y25W 

y 

y.iow 

y.25S. 

y 

y.ioE. 

y 

y.  13  w 
yioE., 

y 

y  40W 
y.3ow 

y.25W 
y.  75  w 
y.45W 


y 

y.aov. 
y.eow., 
y.  40  w. 
y.aow. 

y 

y.aow.. 

y 

y.sow.. 
y.sow.. 
y.4ow. 
y.Tow.. 


Chaini. 

3.00 

2.00 

25.00 

9.50 

aoo 

2.00 
1.25 
4.75 
2.00 
2.00 
8.00 


W 

y.«w. 
y.3ow. 
y.5ovr., 
y.*5w. 

y.55W. 

y.  dO  w. 
y.25w. 


y.KTT. 
y.  40  w. 
y.aow. 

X.  15  w. 

X 

X.IOTV. 
X.  30  W. 

x.aow. 

X 


••I 


X 

X.25E.. 
X.30E.. 
X.TOE.. 
X.30E.. 
X.  lOE. 


Forty-eighth  tntZ0--Continiied. 


At  1.50,  stream  15,  runs  west ;  bridge,  15  feet. 


To  forty-eighth  milejpoet;  black  pine,  12  N.,  85  W.,  39  links;  black  pine,  12  N., 
66  £.,  39  links ;  surface,  gently  rolling ;  soil,  wet,  sandy ;  black  pine,  aspen,  and 
spmce. 

Forty-ninth  mile 


2.50 
7.50 
2.00 
a  50 
2.50 
5.50 
21.00 
2.50 

aoo 

2.00 
1.50 
7.50 
4.00 
9.50 
3.50 
2.00 


9.50 
SlOO 

aoo 

5.50 
2.50 
7.50 
4.00 
4.00 
2.00 
5.00 
25.50 
5.00 
1.30 


18.00 
7.00 
4.00 

15.50 
4.00 
a50 

11.50 

11.50 


4.50 
9.00 
4.50 
&S9 
6.00 

aoo 

«.50 
6.50 
ia50 


2.00 

aso 

2.00 
5.50 
11.50 

aoo 


At  1.50,  stream,  25  links,  runs  west ;  bridge,  30  feet ;  tnmpike,  10  rods. 


Swamp,  10  rods  turnpike. 

To  forty-ninth  mile-post ;  black  pine.  12  N.,  83  E.,  47  links ;  tamarack,  4  S.,  75 
W.,  19  links ;  surface,  level ;  sandy  soil  on  hardpan ;  black  pine,  aspen,  birch, 
and  spmce. 

Fiftieth  mile. 

At  0.50,  swamp,  tnmpike  10  rods. 

Swamp,  tumpike  10  rods. 

Outlet  to  Cariboo  Lake,  mns  west ;  bridge  15  feet ;  4  rods  tnmpike ;  ford. 


To  fiftieth  mile-post :  tamarack.  12  N.,  7  W.,  47  links ;  aspen,  12  S.,  7  W.,  45  links; 
gently  rolling;  sandy  soil;  black  pine,  birch,  aspen,  and  spruce. 

Fiifty-fiTst  miie. 

At  17.00,  small  stream ;  bridge  5  feet;  4  rods  corduroy. 


At  2.50,  swamp,  26  rods  corduroy. 

To  fifty-first  mile-post ;  aspen,  12  N.,  75  E.,  43  links ;  aspen,  12  S.,  35  W.,  52 
links;  surface,  level,  wet;  birch,  aspen,  and  tamarack. 

F\fty-9econd  mite. 

Entire  windfidl  at  16.00  chains  southwest. 


Leave  windfall. 

To  flfty-sec<md  mile-post ;  tamarack,  8  TV.,  35  links ;  white  pine,  6  X.,  45  E.,  55 
links ;  aspen,  tamarack ;  surface,  level,  wet. 

Fifty  third  mile. 
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22  ROAD   FROM    DU   LUTH    TO   FORT    UOIS    RESERVATION. 

Survey  of  the  State  road  from  Da  Lnth  to  Vermilion  Lake^  tf-c. — Continuod. 


Course. 


N 

K.IOE- 

N 

N.  10  W 

K 

N.IOE- 
N 


X 

N.50W.. 

N 

N.25W.. 

N.40W.. 
N.  50  W. . 
N.65W.. 
N.50W.. 


K  50  W. . . 
N .  30  W. . . 
N.90W... 
N.20W... 
N.45W... 
N.15W... 
N.  30  W. . . 
N.15W... 


N.  15  W. . 

N 

K.50W.. 
N.SOW.. 
^'.30\V.. 
N.50W.. 
N.30W.. 
K40W.. 
^'.30W.. 

N 

N.25\V.. 
N.40  W.. 


N.20W... 
N.  50  W. . . 
N.05W... 
:N.  50  W. . . 
N.65W... 
N.50W... 
H.  40  W. . . 
N.30W... 
N.20W... 
Nv 


K 

N.45E. 
N.25K. 
K55E. 
N.32E. 
X.44E. 
N.67E. 
N.40E. 
N.  6E. 
N.23E. 
K.IOE. 
N.40E. 
y.22E 
N.37E. 


Distance;. 


R^markA. 


N.35E. 
y.40E- 


Chains. 

J  5. 00 

12.00 

12.50 

1.50 

2.00 

7.50 

2.00 


16.00 
6.50 
3.50 
4.50 
6.50 
7.50 

23.50 
2.50 
9.50 


47.50 
ia88 
1.12 
1.12 
3.00 
2.50 
1.00 
10.50 


1.50 

3.00 

3.50 

4.50 

9.50 

22.50 

17.00 

15.50 

3.50 

4.00 

1.50 

l.CO 


2.00 
5.50 
3.00 
7.00 
5.00 
2,50 

29.50 
9.00 

15.50 
1.00 


8.00 
&00 
4.50 
4.50 
8.50 
3.00 
4.00 
21.50 
2.50 
2.00 
4.00 
3.00 
5.00 
1.50 


2.00  I 
3.00  I 


Fifty-third  mile — Coutiiined. 


Near  a  lake. 


To  fifty-third  niileixjst :  bii-ch,  8  N..  76  E.,  69  liiikii:  bircli,  18  S.  50  "W.,  60  link*; 
8urfj**co,  level ;  black  pine,  a^peu,  and  spruce. 

Fifty-fourth  mile. 

At  6.50,  stream  20,  mna  northwest ;  bridge  20  feet. 

At  2.75,  stream  30,  runs  west ;  bridge  60  feet;  high  bank  wuth  aide,  115. 

At  6.50,  stream  3,  we,st ;  bridge  10  fe<«t. 

At  1. 00,  stream  5;  bridge  10  teet. 

To  fifty-fourth  mile-post ;  bla<»k  pine,  10  N.,  78  E.,  45  links ;  black  pine,  6  S..  83  W.. 

51  links ;  surface  gently  rolling ;  sandy  8t>il,  dry :  black  pine.  asp<»n,  birch,  aud 

hazel. 

Fifty  Jifth  mile. 

At  8.50,  hill  10  feet,  to  grade  at  St.  Louis  Kiver. 
Sluggish  stream. 

Over  river ;  cwi  be  forded  at  low  water. 
Across  high  bottom  ;  bridge  200  feet. 

To  ftftv-flfth  mile-post ;  linden,  10  S.,  48  W.,  38  links;  iwh,  6  N.  80  E.,  25  link*; 
aan^'  soil,  dry :  piue  opening. 

Fifty -si-xth  mile. 


At  8.00,  swamp,  turnpike  4  rcnls. 


Mason  Lake. 

At  50  links,  stream  10.  runs  west ;  bridge  20  feet. 

To  fifty-sixth  raile-p«>st ;  asjHin,  6  N..  4rE.,  49  luiks ;  black  piue,  10  S.,  63  W.,  « 
links;  soil,  dry  sand;  piue  opening. 


Fifty-seventh  mile. 


To  flftv-seveuth  mile-post:  black  pine.  12  S..  60  E..  37  links ;  black  pine.  W>% 
89  ^.,  21  links;  surface,  rolling;  dr>%  sandy  soil;  timber,  tire  killed. 

Fifty-eighth  mile. 


To  fifty-eighth  mile-post;  yellow  pine,  18  N..  14  E.,  58  links;  black  nine.  *  ?••*- 
E,,  39  links ;  surface,  rolling ;  sandy  and  gravelly  soil ;  timber,  mostly  firekiue«. 

Fifty-nintli  mile. 
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ROAD  FROM   DU  LUTH   TO   FORT   BOIS    RESERVATION.  23 

Survejf  of  the  State  road  from  Du  Luth  to  Vermilion  Lake,  ^c— Continued. 


Course. 

Distance. 

ChaiTU. 

N.15E 

1.50 

>'.27E 

2.50 

K.ISE 

2.50 

K.  6E 

2.00 

X.90E 

15.00 

K.12K 

1.50 

xaoE 

2.50 

2f 

2.50 

X.WE 

7.00 

2f 

2L0O 

>.10E 

4.00 

X  5W.... 

aoo 

y.isw.... 

&50 

X 

a5o 

>  15W.... 

5.00 

X  low.... 

6l50 

N-«W.... 

1.50 

X40W.... 

2.00 

K  17  W. . . . 

e.00 

X30E 

4.50 

y 

4.00 

I.SOW.... 

4.00 

I.30E 

S.50 

X.45E 

2.00 

N.54E 

2.50 

K34E 

aoo 

x.saE 

8.50 

N.seE 

5.00 

X.31E 

8.00 

2f.55E 

10.00 

K.31E 

aoo 

3J.54E 

5.00 

K.45E 

5.00 

K.33E 

5.00 

X.43E 

3.50 

N.12E 

8.50 

N.64E 

4.00 

K.26E 

4.00 

lf.40E.... 

5.00 

K.aoE 

a50 

N.iaE 

9.00 

lf.25E 

4.50 

y.46E 

4.50 

K.61E 

2.50 

y.39E..... 

3.00 

K.iSE 

2.50 

N.27E 

11.50 

K.37E 

6.00 

N.42E 

2.50 

K21E 

6.00 

N.   6W.... 

4.00 

y.l9E 

2.50 

N.   4E 

3.50 

N.50E 

3.00 

N 

3.00 

K.30E 

5.00 

K.67E 

5.00 

N.41E 

2.00 

K.51E 

aso 

N.42E 

5.50 

>'.30E 

17.50 

N.UE 

5.50 

N.17E 

aso 

N.33E 

aoo 

K.50E 

4.00 

lf.41E 

1.00 

N.30E 

5.00 

lf.43E 

2.00 

K.53E 

4.00 

Remarks. 


F^ftjf-ninth  mt2»— Continued. 


To  flfty-ninth  mile-post ;  yellow  pine.  18  S.,  80  W.,  67  links ;  birch,  6  N.,  57  K,,  42 
links;  suxfaee, rolling;  sand  and  gravel  soil ;  timber  Are  killed. 

BixHeth  miU. 


To  sixtieth  mile-post ;  yellow  pine,  24  N.,  79  W..  77  links;  yellow  pine,  24  S.,  67 
£.,  113  links;  surface,  rolling ;  sandy  soil,  some  boulders ;  yellow  pine,  beach, 
and  aspen. 

Sixty-firH  mile. 


Hill  to  grade. 

At  0.50  stream  runs  west ;  bridge  20  feet. 

To  sixty-first  milepost;  birch,  8  8.,  50  £.,  45  links;  biroh,  6  S.,  80  W.,  66  links  ; 
surface,  hilly ;  sandy  soil ;  timber  killed. 

Sixty-tecond  mile. 


To  slxty-secx)nd  mile-post;  birch,  10  N.,  88  E.,  41  links;  birch,  6  N.,  83  W.,  76 
links ;  hilly,  gravelly ;  timber,  tire  killed. 


Sixty-third  mile. 
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24  ROAD   FROM   DU   LUTH   TO    FORT   BOIS   RESERVATION. 

Survey  of  the  State  road  from  Du  Luth  to  Vertnilion  laAe,  j-c. — Continued. 


Course. 

Distance. 

Kemarks. 

Chains. 

Sixty-ttiird  mOtf—Contlnaed. 

N.37E 

4.00 

N.57E 

4.50 

E 

3.50 
2.50 

N.47E 

E 

4.50 
5.50 

N.H4E 

N.4t<E 

6.  CO 

X.7-2E 

2.50 

X.85E 

2.00 

N.67E 

5.  CO 

N.38E 

4.50 

y.fi9E 

2.50 

N.59E 

2.00 

N.42E 

3.50 

y.60E 

a50 

N.47E 

2.50 

s.  eoE 

2.50 

N.55E 

5.  do 

To  sixty-third  milepost ;  yellow  pine,  24  inches ;    birch.  16  R..  48  £.,  42  UdI) 
birch,  12  X.,  57  W.,  44  links ;  surface,  rolling;  saudy  suU;  timber  killed. 

Sixty-fourth  mOe. 

K46E 

2.50 

K71E 

1.50 

N.49E 

6.00 

N.70E 

4.50 

N.40E 

1.50 

S.  85E 

5.00 

N.78E 

4.00 

N.72E 

2.50 

N.56E 

4.00 

N.19W.... 

3.00 

N.IOE 

1.50 

N.25E 

a50 

N.57E 

2.50 

X.30E 

4.50 

To  Embarrass  River  rapids ;  bridge  100  feet  long,  6  feet  high. 
To  foot  of  hill  at  14  chains ;  swamp ;  4  rods  corduroy. 

N.   5W.... 

14.50 

N.29E 

4.00 

N 

8.00 

At  3  chains,  top  of  hill  to  be  graded. 

N.29E 

2.50 

N.   7W.... 

4.50 

To  sixtyfonrth  mile-post ;  pine.  18  X.,  75  E.,  52  links ;  pine.  12  S.,  86  W.,  47  links; 
surface,  hilly ;  timber,  fire  killed. 

Sixty  Afth  mxU. 

X.   6W.... 

6.50 

N.98W.... 

3.50 

N.14W.... 

5.00 

N.   7W.... 

5.00 

N.15W.... 

4.00 

N.   5W.... 

6.00 

N.33W.... 

3.00 

N.   9W.... 

5.00 

N.17W.... 

2.50 

N.IOW.... 

6.00 

N 

5.00 

N.IOE 

1.50 

X.   5E 

7.00 

N.18W.... 

4.50 

. 

N.7E 

7.50 

N 

7.50 
0.50 

N.7E 

To  white  pine.  6  in.  to  sixty-fifth  mile-post ;  yeUow  pine,  18  S..  74  E.,  52  link?; 
whit©  pme,  12  S.,  76  W.,  27  links ;  soil,  santfy  and  cfry  ;  timber,  fire  kiUed. 

Sixtytixth  mUe. 

N.IOE.... 

2.00 

N.5W.... 

2.50 

N.25W... 

3.00 

N.  14  W  . . . 

15.50 

X.7W.... 

7.00 

N.  15W... 

5.00 

X.5W.... 

aoo 

X.5E 

3.00 

X.  17W  ... 

5.50 

X.5E 

4,00 

5«.24W... 

4.50 

X.  12  W  . . . 

5.50 

N.7W.... 

9.50 

X.  13  W... 

2.00 

X.  33  W  . . . 

1.00 

To  whito pine,  18  in.  for  sixty-sixth  milepost ;  white  pine  16  S.,  46 links ;  white 
pine,  2  X.,  59  E.,  62  links  ;  surface,  rolling ;  sandy  soil,  pour ;  timber,  mostly 
tire  killed ;  pine,  birch,  ajtpen,  and  spruce. 
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ROAD  FROM  DU  LUTH  TO  FORT  BOIS  RESERVATION.    25 

Surrey  of  thf  Stnte  road  from  Du  Luth  to  VermiUon  Lake,  ij-c— Continued. 


Conrne.      Distaooe. 


Remarks. 


N.30W. 
X.  43  W  . 
X.  WW. 
X.&E... 

N.9W.. 

X.  2  \r  . . 

X.  15  W  . . 
X.  90  E  . . 
X.7W  ... 
X.  25  E  . . 
X.1«E.. 
X.  27  E  . . 
X.55E.. 
\23E.. 
X.4r>E.. 
X.23E.. 
X.5E... 
X.  47  W  . 
X.IOE.. 
X.30E.. 
X.7E... 
X.22E.- 
X.  40  E  . . 
X.  12  W  . 
X.  ME.. 
X.3E-.. 

X.  a  w . 
X.  7  \r  . . 

X.  28  w . 


X.  25  W  . 

X 

N.  23  W  . 

X 

X.13E.. 
X.  25  E  . . 
X.  H  W  . . 
X.  33  W  . 
y.  49  W  . 
X.  36  W  . 
X.  «  E  . . 
X.  3  E  . . . 
X.7W  .. 
X.  53  W  . 
X.  20  W  . 
X.  55  W  . 
N.  35  W  . 
y.7E... 

y.  10  w . 
y.  5W.. 

y.  37  w . 

y. .»  w . 


I   Chain*.  I 

.,  2.50  I 

.!  2.50 

2.50 

6.00 

9.50 

J  SiH) 

2.00 

.,  5.00 

2.50 

.'  2.00 

I  2.00 

3.00 

.'  3,00 

2.00 

2.00 

.1  3.50 

.1  1.50 

2.00 

1.00 

'  2.50 

.1  2.00 

J  2.00 

1.50 

.;  2.00 

2.00 

1.50 

-i  2.00 

1.00 

2.50 


Sixty-sfventh  miU. 


y.  29  w . 
y.  49  w . 

y.  20  w . 

y.20E.. 

y.  90  w . 

y.  25  E  . . 

y.  2  w . . 

y.  eE... 

y.25E.. 

y.  10  E . . 
y.  15E.. 
y.  2  w.. 
y.  3E... 
y.  17  E.. 
y.  3aE.. 

y.  6-2E.. 

y.  3i»  E . . 

y.  15E.. 

X.  10  w . 
X.IOE.. 


Stream  15 links,  rans  southeast;  bridge  30  feet. 

Stream  15  links,  rans  southwest ;  bridge  30  feet. 

I 

I  Stream  15  links,  mns  southeast ;  bridge  30  feet. 


2.00 
2.50 
1.50 
2.00 
3.00 
2.00 

aoo 
a  50 

2.00 
3.00 
3.00 
1.00 
4.50 
4.00 
2.50 
2.00 
2.00 
3.00 
1.50 
21.50 
3.50 
7.00 


2.50 
2..')0 
1.00 
4.00 
4.00 
2.00 
10.00 
2.50 
5.00 
1.50 
4.00 
5.00 

aoo 
aoo 

7.50 
7.00 
5.00 
4.50 
4.50 
1.50 


I  To  a  birch  12  in.  for  sixty-seventh  mile-post ;  birch,  6  N,  47  B,  24  links ;  birch, 
10  S.,  23  W..  30  links^  surface,  broken  and  hilly;  heavy  grading;  soil, dry 
;      sand  ;  timber,  yellow  and  white  pine,  birch  and  spruce. 

Sixty-eighth  mile. 


Side  crib  gradetl. 
Side  crib  graded. 

To  white  pine,  40  in.  for  sixtr-eighth  mile-post;  white  pine,  30  S.,  6  E., 
1      links:  white  pine,  24  S..  30  W.,  68  links;  surface,  broken  and  hilly ;  soil,  dry 
and  sandy  ana  stony ;  white  pine  and  yellow  pine. 

Sixty-ninth  mile. 


At  6  chains  stream  5  links  wide,  mns  south  ;  culvert. 
At  3.5U  stream  10  links,  runs  south  ;  colvert. 


To  a  vellow  pine  24  in.  for  sixty-ninth  mile-post ;  white  pine,  6  X..  FO  E.,  35 
linlcs ;  white  pine.  6  S..  72  W.,  3d  links ;  surface,  rolling ;  sandy  soil  and  stony ; 
white  and  yellow  pine. 
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26    BOAD  FBOM  DU  LUTH  TO  FORT  BOIS  RESERVATION. 

Survey  of  the  State  road  from  Du  Lnth  to  VermiHon  Lake,  tfc— Continued. 

Course. 


N.  13  E  . . 
N.  3  E  . . . 
N.  7  E  . . . 
N.  6  W  . . 

N 

N.  10  E  . . 
N.  10  W  . 
N.  25W. 
N.  35W. 
N.  43  W  . 
N.  25  W  . 
N.  36W. 
N.  17  W  . 
N.  12  E  - . 
N.  30  W  . 
N.  35  W  . 
N.  26  W  . 
N.  64  W  . 
N.  27  W  . 
N.  16  W  . 
N.  46  W  . 


K.  17  W  . 
N.  10  W  . 
N.  M  W  . 
N.6E... 
N.  18  W  . 
N.  21  W  . 
N.  15  W  . 
1J'.7E... 
N.  18  W  . 

N 

N.32W. 
K.  18  W  . 
If.  56W. 
N.  80  W  . 
N.  89  W  . 
N.  70  W  . 


N.  39  W  . 
N.  5  W  . . 
N.  15  W  . 

N 

N.  5  W  . . 
N.  50  W  . 
N.  28  W  . 
N.55W. 
N.  44  W  . 
N.  2  W  . . 
N.  19  W  . 
N.  22  W  . 
N.  2  W  . . 
N.  43  W  . 

N 

K.  35  W  . . 


K  21  W. 
N.  43  W. 
N.23W. 
N.28W. 

:n.5W.. 

K.  18  W. . 
N.4W.. 
N.llW. 
N.  5  E  . . 
N.  12  E  . 
N.40W.. 
K.25W. 
N.  15  E  . 
N.  22  E  . . 
N.30W.. 
If.35W. 


Diatauce. 


Eemarka. 


Chains. 
7.00 

aoo 

3.50 
2.00 
5.00 
4.00 
2,50 
4.00 
5  00 
1.50 
2.00 
2,00 
2.50 
2.00 
6.00 
6.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5. 00 
4.50 
2  50 


1.50 
2.00 
2.50 
5.00 
6.50 

laso 

11.00 
4.00 
7.50 
5.00 
3.00 
2.50 
3.00 
4.00 
2.00 
2.00 


2.00 

aoo 

6.00 
6.00 
4.50 
2.00 
2.00 
7.50 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
6.00 
9.00 
5.50 
3.50 
5.00 


3.50 
2.50 
5,00 
4,50 
4.50 

aso 

4.00 
5.00 
3.50 
8.50 
1.50 
4.00 
1.50 
1.50 
2.00 
3.00 


Seventieth  mile. 


To  a  birch,  6  inchea  for  seventieth  mile-post;  white  pine,  24  S.,  32  W.,  47 links 
white  pine,  24  N.,  2L  E.,  51  links  ,  surface  rolling ;  ^^^  sandy ;  white  and  yd 
low  pine. 

Seventy-first  mile. 


At  3  chains  swamp,  12  rods  corduroy. 
At  3  chains  swamp.  3  rods  corduroy. 


To  a  black  pine, 4  inches  for  seveiity-first   mile-post;  black  pine. 4  S.,3  W., 
links;  black  pine,  4  N.,  23  E.,  51  links;  surface  level;  sandy  soil;  aspen. 

Seventy  necond  miU. 


To  aspen,  4  inches,  for  seventy-stxjond  mile-post ;  aspen,  4  S.,  74  W.,  46 links ;  Waek 
pine,  4  N.,  64  E.,  43  links.  ' 

Seventy-third  miU. 


To  Vermilion  River. 

River  3  feet  deep  ;  sluggish ;  bridge  100  feet  long,  6  feet  high. 

To  bluff,  20  rods  embankment,  3  feet  high,  20  feet  wide. 
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Survejf  of  the  State  road  from  Dn  Luth  to  Vermlion  Lakey  ^o. — Continued. 


Coarse. 


Distance. 


Rermarkn. 


CAaiiw. 

y.ew 

3.00 

N.«W.... 

4.50' 

N.MW... 

4.50 

N.MW.... 

S.0O 

N.90W.... 

:iOO 

N,70W.-.. 

SlOO 

Ji'.55W.... 

4.00 

3f.73W.... 

2.00 

N.4^W  ... 

5.00 

Jf.25W... 

auo 

N.45W.... 

aso 

X40W.... 

aso 

N.50W.... 

9.00 

N.33W.... 

2.50 

y.7W 

aoo 

X31W.... 

4.00 

N.25W.... 

aso 

N.43W.... 

2.50 

N.75W.... 

1.50 

X.45W.... 

aso 

N.35W.... 

aso 

X.40W.... 

aso 

X.85W.... 

2.00 

K70W.... 

1.50 

y.«w.... 

2.50 

N.5MW.... 

4.50 

N.51W.... 

2.00 

N.  21  W. . . . 

1.50 

N.37W.... 

1.50 

X.68W.... 

4.00 

X.57W.... 

aoo 

K.36W.... 

1.00 

N.MW.... 

aoo 

N.13B.... 

2.00 

y.-2-2W.... 

1.00 

N.  28  W. . . . 

aso 

>'.55W.-.. 

5.00 

Ji.  32  W. . . . 

2.50 

N.15W.... 

aoo 

N..TOW.... 

2.00 

y.36W.... 

6.50 

N.54W.... 

1.50 

N.17W.... 

1.50 

N.5f)E.... 

2.00 

N.aoE  .... 

2.50 

N.7E 

1.50 

X.33E  .... 

2.00 

X.7E 

2.50 

N.60W.... 

2.00 

N 

1.00 

aoo 

N.  15  W. . . . 

3f.51W... 

aoo 

X.  13  W. . . . 

4.00 

N.aow.... 

aoo 

X.9W.... 

aoo 

N.7E 

aoo 

N.5W 

aoo 

N.28W.... 

1.50 

N.15W.... 

2.50 

N.aow.... 

2.00 

N.WE.... 

4.00 

N.40W.... 

1.50 

y 

1.50 

aso 

X.38W.... 

X.MW.... 

2.50 

N.72W.... 

1.50 

X.7B 

1.00 

N.  19  E  . . . . 

2.00 

N.43W.... 

1.50 

s.«iw.... 

1.50 

Seventy-third  mi<«— Continued. 


To  a  white  pine,  8  inchea,  for  Hoventy-third  mile-post;  yellow  pine,  12  N.,  42  W., 
57  links ;  black  pine,  12  S.,  45  W.,  53  links ;  surface,  rolling ;  sandy  soU ;  yellow 
pine. 

Seventy-fowrth  mUe. 


At  2.50  swamp,  4  rods  corduroy. 


To  yellow  pine,  for  seventy-fourth  mile-post;  yellow  pine,  18  S.,  70  TV.,  60  links; 
bfack  pine,  16  8.,  82  B.,  tl  links;  8ur£ftoe,  roiling;  sandy  soil;  yellow  pine. 

Severtty-fifih  mile. 


To  birch,  10  inches,  for  seventy-fifth  mile-post ;  birch,  8  S..  5  W..  43  links;  birch , 
6  N.,  28  £.,  43  links ;  surface,  rolling ;  sandy  soil,  dry ;  yollow  and  white  piuo. 

Setenty-tiPEth  miie. 
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Survey  of  the  State  road  from  Du  Luth  to  rermilion  Lake,  ^c— Continued. 


Conree. 

Distance. 

Remarks. 

OAatfW. 

Seventy-sixth  mO*— Coiitinned. 

K44W.... 

4.50 

N.73W.... 

4.00 

S.  80  W  . . . . 

2.00 

N.76W.... 

5.00 

N.39W.... 

4.00 

N.13W.... 

aoo 

N.7E 

4.00 

N.18W.... 

5.00 

N.28W.... 

5.0<) 

N.8W 

6.00 

N.15E.... 

2.00 

N.32W.... 

4.50 

N.7E 

3.00 

N.25W.... 

6.50 

N.18W.... 

5.00 

N.  43  W. . . . 

6.00 

At  1  chain,  swamp,  10  rwls  corduroy. 

X.5W 

3.00 

Post  for  seventy-sixth  mile:  birch,  18  S.,  38  links;  birch,  AV.,  38  links:  surface, 
rolling ;  sand  ridges. 

Seveni  -seventh  mUe. 

N.8E 

5.00 

N.  25  E  . . . . 

4.00 

N.31E  .... 

4.50 

N.14E  .... 

6.00 

N.  22  E  . . . . 

5.00 

X.6E 

4.00 

, 

N.30W.... 

2.00 

X.58W..:. 

1.00 

N.43W.... 

5.00 

N.  10  W... . . 

2.50 

N.  36  W. . . . 

2.00 

N.23W.... 

2.00 

N.36W.... 

3.00 

X.58W.... 

3.00 

N.16W.... 

4.00 

N.21E  .... 

4.50 

N.28E  .... 

5.50 

N.18E  .... 

5.00 

N.  48  E  . . . . 

5.50 

To  seventy-seventh  mile-post ;     irch.  6  E.,  61  links ;  birch,  6  X.,  58  W.,  24  linkB: 
surface,  gently  rolling ;  sand  ridges. 

Seventy-eighth  mile. 

X.  55  E  ... . 

6.50 

Corrected  line  run  October,  1868. 

N.  12  E  . . . . 

10.50 

N.8W 

10.00 

N.  8  E 

37.00 

N.  35  E  . . . . 

16.00 

To  seventy-eighth  mile-post;  whit©  nine,  36  S.,  10  E.,  50  Imks ;  aspen.  X.,  14  \r.. 
61  links ;  surface,  rolling ;  stony ;  timber  fire  killed. 

N.19E  .... 
X 

6.50 
12.00 

8evei\ty-ninth  mile— variation  10®  e€ut 

X.  20  W. . . . 

2.00 

X 

4.50 
5.00 

X.25E  .... 

X.18E  .... 

31.50 

X.  10  E  ... . 

8.50 

X 

10.00 

To  seventv-ninth  mile-post ;  cedar  post  5  inches ;  I  gave  no  bearing  trees ;  sur- 
face, rolling ;  timber  fire  killed. 

Eightieth  mUe. 

X.  25  E  .... 

8.00 

X.24W.... 

8.50 

X 

18.50 

X.72E  .... 

6.50 

At  2.78  links  intersects  Pike  River,  250  feet  wide,  runs  northwest. 

X 

2:).  00 

Xo  previous  survey  at  the  end  of  first  course  on  eightv-fii'st  mile ;  surface,  rolling. 
To  eightieth  mile-post ;  white  pine,  20  inches  diameter. 

X^.  24  W. . . . 

6.00 

Eighly-first  mile. 

X.28W.... 

2.50 

Old  line  again  run  1868. 

X^.  20  W. . . . 

13.50 

X.13W.... 

5.00 

X 

7.50 

X.IOTT.... 

3.50 

X.20W.... 

7.50 

X.IOE  .... 

7.00 

X.20W.... 

5.00 

X.8W 

6.00 
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Couree. 

1  Distance. 

1 
Chains.  \ 

y  33Tr... 

2.00  ' 

>M6W... 

5.00 

X14W... 

8.00 

XSE... 

5.00 

y7\r. ... 

aso 

y.sE .... 

I          7.00 

X.65E... 

3.50 

y.7E.... 

'          6.50 

yi5W... 

4.50 

N.30W... 

7.00 

y.i:)E... 

5.50 

N.20E... 

10.00 

y:.\r.... 

8.00 

yaoE... 

2.00 

y«E... 

4.50 

y55E  ... 

4.00 

y35E... 

5.00 

y.ioE... 

3.50 

y.osE ... 

12.00 

y'2E.... 

2.50 

y-iHE... 

t».00 

ysTE... 

6.00 

y»E .... 

:          3.00 

y5E 

3.50 

X.UE.... 

2.00 

X  

29.00 

X 

1 

1        80  00 

X  ... 

1       a  50 

X.4fJW... 

6.50 

X.30W... 

5.00 

X  ... 

4.  .50 

X53E... 

2.  50 

X. »)  E  . . 

IH.W) 

X 

:        2dOO 

x.«w... 

6.00 

X  ^  \y. . . 

6.00 

.X.35W... 

37.  00 

y 

ii-OO 

X.J-2W.. 

12.00 

^^ciw... 

16. 00 

Remarks. 


y.... 

y.-37  W. 

y^w.. 


y.s<w. 

^'.70W.. 

y^ ... 

^'  63W!! 

^^3t)^v. 


Eighty-first  mile- Coutinned. 

&  00  I  To  eighty.first  mUe-post ;  cedar,  8  N.,  55  E..  63  links ;  aspen,  6  N.,  8  W.,  40  links ; 
aurftice,  rolling ;  stony ;  timber,  fire  killed. 

Eighty-second  miU. 
At  6.50  intcrsecte  swamp,  22  rods  cordnroy,  and  90  feet  bridge. 
Swamp,  10  rods  conlnroy. 


To  eightvw'cond  mile-post;  yellow  pine,  18  N.,  77  E.,  47  links;  tamarack,  6  N., 
64  W.,'4l  links. 

Eighty-third  mile. 
Swamp.  10  rods  wide,  10  ro<la  cordnroy. 


At  —  chain  swamp,  16  nxls  cordnroy. 

To  eighty-third  mile-post;  white  pine,  12  X.,  75  E.,  70  links;  white  pine,  8  X., 
50  linkM ;  surface,  stony ;  timber,  tire  killed. 

Eighty-fourth  mile. 

Marked  to  yellow  pine.  20  inches  diameter ;  no  bearing ;  surface,  rolling  and 
stony  ;  timber,  flix-  killed. 

Eighty-fiftJi  mile. 


To  Vennillion  Lake;  white  pine,  24  inch  ph  diameter;  survey  made  October,  1869, 
X.,  25  E..  12  chains  over  lake. 


To  eighty-flflh  mile-post ;  surface,  stony;  timber,  fire  killed. 
Eighty-triJctJi  mile. 


.\t  36  chains  a  .stream.  3  link.s  wide.  ruu.s  east. 
Cross  .small  stream.  12  ro<l.«i  corduroy, 
.^t  5  chains  swamp,  12  rods  corduroy. 
At  5  chaiuH  swamp,  conluroy. 

To  eighty -Hixth  mile-post  and  chain-post ;  no  bearing  trees ;  surface,  stony  ; 
timber,  fii-e  killed. 

Eighty-seventh  mile. 

Swamp. 

At  11  chains  and  50  links  leave  swamp,  46  rods  conluroy. 

jTo  eighty-seventh  mile-post;  black  jiah  tree,  10  inches  diameter;  no  bearing 
trees ;  sm-face,  stony  ;  timber,  lire  killed  and  fallen,  October  19,  lC569. 

Eighty-eighth  mile — variation  1(P  east. 


43.00 
9.50 

22.50 
5.00 


5.00 

3.5.00 

15. 00 

15.00 

8.50  I 

1.50  , 


To  eighty-eighth  mile-post ;  yellow  pine,  14  S..  50  W.,  39  links :  yellow  nine.  19 
N.  63  £.  72  links ;  dry  ridge  ;  timber,  large  ;  yellow  and  white  pine,  October 
20,  1869. 
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Survey  of  ih^  State  road  from  Du  Luth  to  Vermilion  Lake,  ^. — Contiuued. 


Course. 


N.34W.. 
N.  56  W. . 

N.70W.. 
S.  H4  W  . . 
N.75  W.. 

N.85W.. 
N.T.')  W.. 
X.  40  W.. 
N.G4  \V.. 
N.8H  W.. 


X.K}  W.. 
N.70W.. 
N.  87  W. . 

W 

X.64W.. 
X.  76  W. . 
N.44  W.. 
X.66  W.. 
X.  81  W. . 
X.60  W.. 


X.60  W. 

x.7aw. 

X.45  W. 

X.  7a  w. 

S.  85  W  . . 


X.  70  W. 
X.  .V  \\\ 

X.70  W. 


DistoDCO. 


AV 

X.  65  AV . 
X.h7W. 


X.  87  W. 
X.75  W. 
X.  57  W. 
X.70W. 
X.60W. 


X.50W.... 

13.00 

X.65W.... 

112.00 

X.55W.... 

15  00 

X.65W.... 

6.50 

X.75  W.... 

5.00 

X.55W.... 

2.00 

X.23  W.... 

t^.OO 

X.68  W.... 

5.00 

X.H2W.... 

13.  50 

X.M  W... 

8.50 

X.70  W.... 

5.00 

X.'-iiW  .. 

6.iiO 

\v 

60.50 

Ckairut. 
6.50 
8.50 
5.00 
5.00 

1.=>.00 
7.50 
2.50 
4.50 

19.50 
6.00 


3. 00 
4.00 
3.00 
13  00 
4  00 
3.00 
3.00 
20.  ."iO 
16.50 
10.  00 


9.00 
43. 00 

8.00 
12.00 

8.00 


:kj.  00 
6.50 
37.  50 


;w.oo 

*J1.00 
26.00 


5.00 

5.50 

29.50 

.30.00 

10.  00 


Keniarks. 


Eighty-ninth  mile—variation  1(P  ea»t 


To  eij;htv-ninth  milp.|>o8t ;  whit^  pine,  14  S.,  45  W.,  17  links ;  aspen,  12  X.,  If- 
W.,  11  liukH;  dry  piiu*  rid«;e  ;  large  white  and  yellow  pine. 

Xin'iti'.th  mile— variation  10'=  «Mt 


I 


To  ninetieth  niile-poMt ;  yellow  pine.  19  S.,  15  E.,  34  links;  yellow  pine,  34  N..  2tt 
E,  34  linkH ;  dry  jiiru'  nd;;e  all  distance ;  tiralier,  large ;  yellow  and  white  pine. 

yinety-firat  miU. 


To  ninety  first  mile-post ;  yelh»w  pine.  18  X..  10  E.,  43  links ;  birith,  10  8..  42  E.. 
30  links ;  surface,  dry ;  jirnvel  riuge  ;  timber,  large  and  fallen  ;  much  chupping: 
pine. 

yiiuty-gemnd  mile. 

At  20  chains  wet  land,  40  rods  wide,  iiins  north  ;  20  rods  corduroy. 

To  ninety-second  mile-post :  hirch.  8  S.,  35  W..  42  links;  ecMlar,  9  X.,  40  W..  42 
links;  first  half  mile  rolling ;  !*ioond  half,  rocky  ;  better  road  to  south ;  mile 
post  near  lake. 

Xinftythird  miU. 

To  top  of  ridge.  * 

To  ninety  third  mile:  birch,  7  X.,  12  E.,  33  links;  a«i>en,  14  S..  8  W.,  37link». 
went  half  dry  pine  ridge. 

Xhicty-foxtrth  miU. 


At  4.50  Portage  trail  from  Vermilion,  bear  south  to  Little  Fork  Riyer;  set94lk 
mile-post ;  yellow  pine.  14  X..  21  E.,  36  links  ;  Balm  of  Gilead,  7  S.,  58  W.,  1^ 
links;  ridge  nearly Jevel ;  pine  timber. 

Ninety  fifth  iniie— variation  10°  eagt. 


To  ninety-fifth  mile:  black  pine.  10  inches  diameter;  black  and  yellow  pic"* 
biiih,  and  aspen,  not  laige,  October  21,  1869. 

Xin^hf-gixth  mile. 


At  .55.50  leave  Burnt  Woods:  to  ninety-sixth  mile-p<}st:  yellow  pine,  WS.,  S^^ 
W.,  22  links  :  birch,  10  X.,  20  E.,  35  liiiks;  mostly  windfall. 
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Survei/  oftk€  State  road  from  Du  Luth  to  Vermilion  Lake,  ^-c. — Continiied. 


Coane.     'Distance.  Remarks. 

I 


Chaitis.  yinety-»et>enth  mile. 

X. 75  W tO. 00     Market!  to  dry  birch ;  timber  all  fire  killed ;  pine  and  birch 

Xinety-eigkth  vnle. 

N.75W....  11.01) 
N..V^W...  14.0.J 
N.WItW...         35.00 

N.  >i  W 'JO.  00     At  27.  .'lO.  stream  4  liuka  wide,  run.**  Houth ;  set  ninety-eighth  roile-poHt  in  R'avcr 

Mi'udow  ;  all  burnt  wo<k1  :  lant  thnHMjuarters  eanily  cleared.  ^a^, 

Xinfty-nintA  miU, 
XaIW....         4.3.00 
X.l.'.E  ....         1-2.50 
N.4iW.....  ja.50 

N.71W....!        12.  Ot) 

X.  7><W 4.00  !  Marked  dry  white  pine  ittiimp  for  ninety-ninth  niile-pont ;  timber  all  killed; 

post  !<taiiUH  at  nioHt  .southerly  bank  of  northwest  bay  of  Venuilion  Lake. 


One  hundredth  miU. 
X.7-W....  9.00  1 

X.fc7W....  9.00 

XiUV...         10.50 
X.«9W...  11.50 

N. •>)»•....  9.50  ' 

X.7JW....  4.0O 

N.MW...  20.50 

X  «a  \V. ...  t;.  00     To  one  hundrt'dth  mil**  iM>«it  :  y«ll«»w  pint'.  16  S.,  i?5  E.,  42  linkn :  birch,  7  N.,  2  W., 

2ti  link:<;  burnt  tinilnT.  all  fallen  ;  yellow  and  white  pine;  October  22,  lt?69. 

One  hundred  and  tir^t  mile. 
}i^\V  ...         12.50 
VwW....         V84. 5<» 

N.7*W...  I  ft.  50 

N.rilW....'        iy.50 

x.«:i\v....       n.m» 

•V  44  W 1.  oo     One  hundred  and  tirst  uiili'-iMi.st ;  yrllow  pine.  14  S.,  .•?  K.,  52  link«  ;  no  other  boar  • 

iuy::  dry  nilj»e  ;  tinibt-r  fiillf'U. 

One  htnulred  and  tt4>eond  mile, 

X.  44  W . . . .         oO.  50     At  10  ohaiuH,  swamp.  12  rwls  wide  oonluroyed. 

At  45  chninN,  Hwanip.  H  roils  corduroy. 
X.  fi7  W  —         oj»,  50     To  one  huu<lred  and  wroud  niile-iH>»t ;  yellow  pine,  14  inches  diameter :  dry  ridge. 

I  One  hvndred  and  third  mile. 

X  :*  W. ..  oi.  OO     At  50  link."*.  P«»rtaj{c  trail  bears  south  to  Sturjjeon  Lake. 

-N  7()iW...  14.00  , 

X. 44  W. . . ,  21.  Oo  ■  At  14  chains,  stream  10  links  wide,  runs  ea«t ;  bridge  20  feet  long. 

X..V2  W...;  -20.50 

X  «»  W..  3.50  -  To  one  hundreil  and  third  mile-post:  white  pine,  24  S.,  8  E.,  87  links;  birch,  14 
I  N..  25  W..  33  links ;  WmU'V  flr«»-killed  and  fallen. 

One  hundred  and  fourth  mile. 

X.  »iO  W. . .  X  50     Most  westerly  extremity  of  Vermilion  Lake. 

X.45W....  4.50 

X.79W...  6.00 

XW-W....!  55.00 

X.79W....  9.00     One  hundretl  and  fourth  mile-post:  yellow  pine,  IH  S.,  32  W.,  34  links:  yellow 
pine,  20  N.,  5  E.,35  links,  opposite  most  northwesterly  portion  of  Vermilion 

I  Lake;  snrfaee  hilly  and  rocky;  heavy  pine  ;  graile  easy. 

One  hundred  and  Hfth  mile. 
X.79W...  -.50  1 

^•7!>W..  11.50     . 

X.85W...  7.50 

■N.50W...   j        26.00 

X.  72  \V —         26. 50     At  3  chains,  swamp.  <>  rods  wide  ;  to  on«*  hundred  and  Hfth  mile-pcst :  white  pine, 
'  13   N.,  4H  links:  white  pine.  15  S..  23  E.,  30  links:  surface  hilly  :  poor  soil; 

tiailM-r,  pine.  aj«]>en.  thick  wckkI  brush  ;  October  23.  iwi9. 

'  One  hvndred  and  xixth  mile. 

N-72W  ..  ,        U50 
X..-i7W...  I  K.'iO 

X..MW...  4.00 

X47W...  r..(H> 

x.:i6W  ..        lioo 

X.  U\  W . . .  -i,<.  iK>      To  one  huinlied  .ind  Hixth  iiiile-in»st  ■  v.-IImw  i>iiit-,  10  N..  -25  W,.  36  links  :  yellow 

I  ,       piiif.  H!  S.. -jO  V./.VS  liuks;  limber  Iiir^e  ;  yelK»u  and  \N>»it»*  pine. 
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Survey  of  th^  State  road  from  Du  Lutk  to  Vermilion  Lake,  ^-c. — Continued. 


Coarse. 


Distance. 


Ke  marks. 


N.  61  W. 
N.42\V. 
N.57W. 


N.57T7. 
X.   7E.. 


N.  7K.. 
N.13W. 
K  27  W. 
N.77W. 
N.56W. 
N.68W. 


X.  75  W. 


N.  85  W. 
K65W. 


N.65W. 
X.  55  W. 
X.  43  W. 


X.43W. 
N.  8W. 
X.44W. 

X.  60  W. 


N.row. 

X.  55  \Y, 

X. 42  vr. 

X.53W. 


X.  53  W. 
X  ;»43W. 


X.2*W. 
^. ...... 


Chains. 

7.00 

14.00 

14.00 

45.00 


73.50 
6.50 


2.50 
7.50 
4.00 
54.00 
10.00 
2.00 


f-  I 


One  hundred  and  seventh  mile. 


To  one  hundred  and  seventh  milo-post ;  whito  pine.  27  S.,  62  W.,  104  links;  thii 
lulle  on  rocky  ridge;  timber  largy  ;  yellow  and  white  pine. 

One  hundred  and  eighth  mile. 

To  one  hundred  and  eighth  mile-post:  white  pine.  30  S..  7e<  E.,  76  links:  birch, 
,      8  X.,  72  W.,  Iti  links;  surface,  roiling  and  stony ;  white  and  yellow  pine. 


One  hutidred  and  ninth  miie. 
At  7  chains,  stream  4  links  wide,  runs  southwest. 


I  One  hundred  and  ninth  mile|M)St ;  white  pine,  12  X.,  36  E.,  59  links ;  asptMi.  10  S.. 
15  W.,  45  links ;  surface  rolling,  very  stony ;  cedar,  birch,  and  Large  pine  tinilrr. 

One  hundred  and  tenth  mile. 

To  one  hundred  and  tenth  mile-post :  aspen,  14S.,  75  E.,  44  links :  surface  rolling: 
saudy  soil ;  very  heavy  windfall. 

One  hundred  and  eleventh  wile. 

'  To  one  hundred  and  eleventh  mile-post ;  yelhiw  pine,  24  X.,  23  E..  92  links:  snr- 
fjice  high,  rocky  ridge ;  pine  timber. 

One  hundred  and  t twelfth  mile. 
62.00 
12.50 
5. 50  I  To  one  hundred  and  twelfth  mile-j)ost :  white  pine,  24  north,  44  links    yellow 


15.00 
65.00 


12.00 
66.00 


46.50 
13.00 
10.50 
10.00 


pine,  16  X.,  20  E.,  41  links ;  heavy  ]>iue  timber  ;  suilace  gently  rolling,  not  very 


stony. 


One  httndit'iJ  and  thirteenth  ynile. 


7.00  I 
41.  .VI 

a<.5()  . 

3.00  j 


11.00 
69. 00 


12.00 
9.00 


!  To  one  hundred  and  thirteenth  mile-iKwt ;  no  bearing  ;  timber  fire  killed;  aspen 
I      and  c.edar. 

One  hundred  and  fourteenth  mile. 


One  hundred  and  fourteenth  mile-iHmt ;  no  bearings ;  timber  all  lire  killwl. 

One  hundred  and  fifteenth  mile. 

At  25  chains,  cedar  swamp  ;  at  60  cliBins.  l»'nv»?  swamp,  bears  ea.Ht :  at  64  chains, 
enter  cedar  swamp  ;  one  hundred  -ind  tifti-futh  niiU-iMist ;  ci*dnr.  7  S..75  E..  30 
links ;  cedsr,  6  N..  60  W..  'M)  linkn :  thj-'^e  swamps  an-  iuiprarticable  for  a  ri>ad  ex- 
cept in  winter ;  they  sunuuud  the  most  southea.stfily  fxlivmity  of  IVlican  Lake. 

One  hundred  and  ifirteenth  mile. 

Intersects  the  most  southerly  part  of  Pelican  Lake  ;  one  hundrt'd  and  Hixtwnth 
IMist ;  no  bearings ;  all  swamp ;  frtmi  one  hundred  ami  fimrtivutb  uiile-p»t«t 
same  nx*ky  ridgi*  continues  to  muth  and  west,  and  no  doubt  ajiproarlies  lake 
some  three  miles, avoiding  swamps;  Octolwr  26,  le69. 
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EEPOET  OF  SUEYEY  BEYOND  VEEMILION  LAKE. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  under  your  instructions  of  June  29, 
herewith  a  survey  of  the  route  beyond  Vermilion  Lake,  in  connection 
with  the  survej-  of  last  year,  from  Du  Luth  to  Vermilion  Lake ;  making 
in  all  a  complete  survey  of  the  road  from  Du  Luth  to  the  most  south- 
easterly point  of  Pelican  Lake,  together  with  maps  drawn  fi*om  said 
notes.  The  distances  were  measured  with  a  two-pole  chain,  and  are 
given  in  chains  and  links.  In  my  report,  marked  A,  of  the  operations 
of  the  construction  party,  October  2,  being  out  of  rations,  I  crossed  the 
St.  Louis  Eiver  early  in  the  morning  on  a  raft ;  went  over  to  Esquegamo 
Lake  to  see  if  I  could  get  any  tidings  of  my  canoes ;  took  an  Indian's 
canoe  and  went  down  to  the  outlet  of  the  lake,  and  finding  no  trace  of 
their  appearance,  and  finding  no  Indians  that  I  could  send  down  the 
river,  I  returned  to  the  camp  at  Clear  Lake  about  3  p.  m.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  party  was  becoming  desperate,  having  been  out  of  pork  for 
several  days.  I  took  two  men  and  immediately  started  for  Vermilion 
Lake,  where  I  had  supplies,  and  at  4  p.  m.  recrossed  the  St.  Louis  River 
on  rafte;  water  very  high;  reaehed  Esquegamo  Lake  at  sundown,  and 
camped  at  the  60  mile-post  after  dark,  sleeping  under  a  tree  without 
tents. 

Sunday,  October  3. — ^Eeached  Vermilion  at  6  p.  m.,  having  marched 
twenty-four  miles.    Eained  all  day. 

Monday,  October  4. — Started  the  men  back  with  two  packs  of  pork.  I 
remained  at  Vermilion  Lake  to  commence  the  survey.  Made  some  ex- 
plorations to  the  west  of  the  lake  during  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th,  which 
consumed  the  only  good  weather  we  had  in  this  month.  From  the  8th 
to  the  15th  at  noon  it  snowed  all  the  time,  so  I  could  not  take  the  field. 
On  the  morning  of  the  15th  I  went  up  the  river  in  the  morning  ^snow- 
ing furiously)  as  far  as  the  road  crossings  In  the  afternoon  it  cleared 
off,  and  I  explored  west  as  far  as  Eice  Lake,  to  see  if  I  could  get  a  road 
down  Little  Fork  Eiver,  and  found  swamp  extending  across  from  Ver- 
milion Eiver  to  Little  Fork  Eiver,  making  it  impracticable  to  run  in 
that  direction.  I  then  went  out  to  the  seventy-seventh  mile-post,  after 
selecting  a  crossing  for  the  road  about  one-third  of  a  mile  below  the  sur- 
vey of  1869,  and  relocated  the  road  from  the  seventy-seventh  mile-post 
to'the  eightieth.    This  I  did  on  the  16th  October. 

October  17. — ^Went  down  the  river ;  my  crew  consisted  of  Pashegwun, 
Onjogesie,  and  Hiram  Pindar.    Snowed  all  day. 

Monday,  October  18. — ^My  crew  and  interpreter  arrived. 

Tuesday,  October  19. — Crossed  the  lake  and  continued  the  survey,  run- 
ning to  the  eighty-seventh  mile-post,  having  sent  my  camp,  in  charge 
of  Landry  and  one  man,  around  on  the  lake  to  that  point.  We  reached 
camp  after  dark. 

Wednesday,  October  20. — ^Continued  survey.  Pashegwun  here  became 
dissatisfied  with  the  trip  and  left,  and  I  sent  the  interpreter  back  for 
Onjagesie  again.    Eun  up  to  eighty-ninth  mile-post. 

October  21. — Continued  the  survey.  Weather  very  cold  for  this  season 
of  the  year.  Bays  and  small  rivers  frozen  over.  Carai^ed  at  night  at 
ninety-fifth  mile-post,  moving  my  camp  on  the  lake  in  a  batteau  furnished 
me  by  Mr.  Noble. 

Friday.  October  22, 1869.— Clear  and  cold ;  wind  northwest.  Eun  five 
miles  ana  camped  at  the  one  hundredth  mile-post.  The  boatmen  had  a 
hard  trip  to  get  round  to  that  point  on  account  of  cold  and  head  winds. 
The  road  was  over  a  dry  ridge  nearly  all  the  way ;  on  the  ninetj'-seventh 
mUe  it  passes  a  region  of  pot  holes  or  craters — deep  ftinnel-shaped  hol- 
lows in  the  gravel,  and  the  route  is  much  obstructed  by  fallen  timber. 
8.  Ex.  Doc.  104 3 
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Saturday  ^2X — Continued  the  survey  to  the  one  hundred  and  fifth  mile- 
post,  and  returned  to  the  lake  to  camp.  Sunday  continued  cold,  form- 
ing ice  in  all  the  bays.  Rested,  preparatory  to  commencing  the  trip 
across  to  Pelican  Lake.  Where  the  road  leaves  Vermilion  Lake  the 
high  ridge  bordering  the  lake  is  covered  with  large  angular  fragments 
of  rocks,  scattered  over  the  surface,  and  near  the  summit  are  deep 
chasms  also  filled  with  like  fragments,  evidences  of  tremendous  explo- 
sions. These  disturbances  have  been  comparatively  recent  in  the  earth's 
history,  as  there  has  been  no  submergence  since  they  occurred. 

October  24. — Run  the  line  to  the  one  hundred  and  tenth  mile-post, 
packing  everything  along  the  line.  It  snowed  furiously  all  the  afternoon 
from  northeast.  The  surface  of  the  country  is  rolling.  Mountain  ranges 
extend  in  long  parallel  ridges  X.  (So^  W.,  with  deep  valleys  to  the  north- 
east and  extensive  swamps  to  the  southwest  in  the  valley  of  Little  Fork 
River.  The  Burnt  Mountains,  raising  their  bare,  rocky  sides,  are  visible 
in  the  north,  and  the  timbered  ridges  of  the  Massaba  Wajee,  or  Leaping 
Mountains,  in  the  south. 

October  26. — Continued  the  survey  to  Pelican  Lake.  On  the  fourteenth 
mile  I  came  in  sight  of  Pelican  Lake  bearing-  a  little  east  of  north, 
and  distant  about  two  miles  across  a  swamp  which  is  impracticable  for 
a  summer  road,  but  the  weather  being  so  cold,  and  being  fearful  that 
Vermilion  Lake  would  become  frozen  and  cut  off  my  return  in  a  boat, 
1  decided  to  run  a  line  across  the  swamp,  and  so  establish  the  position 
of  the  lake  and  close  the  survey  for  the  season.  I  intersected  the  lake 
at  twenty-one  chains  on  the  one  hundred  and  sixteenth  mile,  and  found 
by  computation  the  most  southeasterly  baj-  of  this  lake  to  be  in  section 
14  south,  640  north,  range  20  west. 

From  explorations  made  in  1866  to  the  westward  and  along  the  shore 
of  the  lake,  and  from  observations  made  now,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
same  general  course  continued  along  the  foot  of  the  ridge  north  50^  west 
will  strike  the  lake  about  three  miles  from  any  point  of  intersection, 
w^here  it  will  be  advisable  to  terminate  the  road  and  use  a  ferry  boat 
for  crossing  to  the  Indian  village.  There  are  extensive  swamps  lying 
around  the  west  end  of  Pelican  Lake,  and  it  will  require  constructing 
ten  or  twelve  miles  of  road  to  get  round  on  dry  ground  to  reach  the 
village.  From  the  crossing  of  Vermilion  Lake  So  Pelican  Lake  the 
country  traversed  by  the  road  is  a  direct  ridge  bordering  the  lake  and 
lying  between  the  lake  and  the  valley  of  Little  Fork  River.  This  river 
traverses  an  extensive  region  of  swamps,  containing  vast  deposits  of 
peat.  The  stream  where  it  crosses  the  Nett  Lake  reservation,  in  lati- 
tude 48^  10',  and  about  the  longitude  of  range  24  west,  is  two  hundred 
feet  wide,  and  is  a  river  about  the  size  of  the  Cloquette,  and  is  a  gootl 
lumbering  stream.  It  empties  into  Rainy  River,  a  few  miles  below  Fort 
Francis  at  the  outlet  of  Rainy  Lake,  and  will  eventually  be  the  source 
from  where  the  Selkirk  settlement  and  Saskatchewan  valleys  must  draw 
their  supplies  of  lumber.  1  would  require  a  railroad  or  canal  from  the 
western  extremit^^  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  Fort  Gory,  a  distance 
of  ninety  miles,  and  steamboats  and  sail  vessels  on  said  lake  and  river 
to  develop  this  trade.  If  this  road  w^ere  extended  on  the  same  general 
course  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  to  Fort  Gory,  it  would  afford  the 
shortest  route  to  that  distant  settlement  from  the  head  of  Lake  Sui)e- 
rior  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 

From  information  obtained  from  the  Indians,  I  believe  the  route  to  he 
perfectly  feasible ;  the  same  range  of  hills  extending  through  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods.  From  there  to  the  settlement  the  country  is  flat 
and  wet  across  to  Fort  Gory.    The  cost  of  opening  a  road  from  the 
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eighty-fourth  mile  to  Pelican  Lake,  wlien  the  survey  shall  bo  completed 
to  the  right  point  of  intersection,  a  distance  of  abont  thirty-five  miles, 
and  putting  in  as  good  condition  as  the  road  south  of  Vermilion  Lake  will 
be  not  far  from  seventy-five  dollars  per  mile,  with  an  extra  charge  for  cor- 
duroying the  swamps  on  the  eighty -sixth  and  eighty-seventh  miles,  and 
the  construction  of  two  ferry^  boats — in  all,  say  8100  per  mile,  or  $;i,5(K). 
If  this  route  were  opened  through  to  the  Eed  River  settlements  it  would 
at  once  open  up  a  route  for  winter  travel  that  has  a  great  many  ad- 
vantages over  the  prairie  route.  The  abundant  supply  along  the  route 
of  good  natural  meadows,  and  the  protection  the  lumber  affords  both 
to  men  and  teams,  as  well  as  the  short  distance  as  compared  with  any 
of  the  routes  now  used.  It  would  settle  up  portions  of  the  country,  and 
develop  interests  that  must  lay  dormant  for  a  long  time  to  come  unless 
it  is  opened.  The  large  deposits  of  iron  near  Vermilion  Lake,  and  the 
extensive  pineries  on  both  Little  and  Big  Fork  Rivers  would  then  be 
worked.  While  the  general  character  of  the  country  is  stony  and 
rocky,  there  are  many  desirable  locations  for  agricultural  purposes. 
The  seasons  are  nearly  reduced  to  two,  winter  and  summer.  The  ice 
usually  breaks  up  in  Vermilion  Lake  about  the  1st  of  May,  and  summer 
closes  about  the  middle  of  September. 

The  seasons,  as  indicated  by  vegetation,  are  about  two  weeks  earlier 
than  they  are  in  the  valley  of  Lake  {Superior,  about  Duluth.  Throughout 
this  whole  region,  winter  wheat  will  be  a  sure  crop,  and  extra  as  well  in 
qualitj'  as  in  quantity.  At  Fort  Francis,  the  Hudson's  Bay  post  at  the 
outlet  of  Rainy  Lake  have  a  large  farm,  and  have  cultivated  this  stfiple 
with  great  success.    They  also  raise  small  corn  with  tolerable  certainty. 

The  Indians  informed  me  that  they  were  under  the  impression  that  I 
was  using  their  annuity  money  to  build  this  road,  and  that  they  pre- 
ferred to  have  a  small  reservation  on  Vermilion  Lake  than  to  have  it 
huilt  at  their  expense  beyond  there.  This  people  rendered  me  every 
assistance  in  the  way  of  information,  and  they  make  effective  hands  in 
packing  and  marking  lines  on  a  survey,  but  they  eke  out  a  most  miser- 
able existence  in  their  nomadic  way  of  living.  The  only  hope  of  better- 
ing their  condition  is  to  induce  them  to  cultivate  the  soil.  With  less 
labor  than  they  take  to  go  to  Grand  Portage  or  Fond  du  Lac  each  year  for 
their  payment,  they  could  raise  vegetables  enough  to  keep  them  comfort- 
ably fed,  and  put  up  hay  enough  to  feed  a  cow  or  two  for  each  family. 
This  year  furs  are  scarce.  Their  fisheries  failed  to  yield  them  the  usual 
catch,  owing  to  high  water,  and  winter  setting  in  before  they  got  back 
to  their  little  stores  of  rice  from  the  payment,  many  of  them  were  in  a 
starving  condition  before  winter  fairly  set  in.  Their  rice  crop  was  a 
perfect  failure,  owing  to  high  water.  The  rabbits,  their  sole  depend- 
ence, have  all  died  from  a  scrofulous  disease  in  the  last  two  years.  The 
Bois  Fort  Indians  are  a  muscular,  hardy  race,  quick  to  learn  and  willing 
to  work,  and  if  they  could  be  induced  to  cultivat-e  the  soil,  would  make 
a  thrifty  people.  But  they  must  have  a  farmer  among  them  that  under- 
stands their  nature,  and  who  has  the  faculty  of  leading  them  gradually 
into  this  way  of  living. 

Their  supply  of  moose,  reindeer,  and  bear  is  constantly  diminishing, 
and  they  will  have  to  depend  upon  the  product  of  the  rice  yields  ancl 
fish  for  subsistence. 

GEORGE  R.  STUNTZ, 

Corps  of  JSngineerSy 
In  charge  Du  Luth  and  Nett  Lake  Wagon  Road. 

Brevet  Major  General  G.  K.  Warren, 

UniUd  States  Engineers. 
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2d  Session.      ]  \    No.  105. 


LETTER 

OF 

THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR 

COMMUNICATING, 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  instant,  a  report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  on  Bulkhead  Bochj  Frotyidence  River j  Khode  Island. 


Ji  NK  30, 1870. — ^Heferrod  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department,  June  28, 1870. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  June  23, 1870,  the  accom- 
panying report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  upon  Bulkhead  Eock,  Provi- 
dence Kiver,  Khode  Island. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington^  D.  C,  June  27, 1870. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  ^enate  of  the  United 
States  of  the  23d  iijl^nt,  calling  for  any  information  in  the  possession 
of  the  War  Depijfclincnt  concerning  Bulkhead  Eock,  in  Providence 
liiver,  Ehode  Islaifl,  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  on  the  sub- 
ject, made  to  this  ol^  by  Captain  A.  H.  Holgate,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
on  the  5th  instant. 
The  resolution  is  herewith  respectfully  returned. 
Verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Brevet  Major  General  United  States  Army^  Chief  of  Engineers. 

Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 


P^NGiNEER  Office  United  States  Army, 

Newport^  Rhode' Island^  June  5, 1870. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your 

instructions  contained  in  letter  of  May  21^  1870, 1  made,  on  Friday,  the 

3(1  instant,  as  carefiil  an  examination  as  circumstances  would  permit  of 

Bulkhead  Eock,  in  the  Providence  Eiver,  Ehode  Island. 

This  rock  is  situat/Cd  about  two  and  one-half  miles  below  the  city  of 
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Providence,  about  tiwo  hundred  yards  firom  the  eaatem  shore.  It  lies 
directly  in  the  channel,  somewhat  to  the  eastward  of  its  center.  It  runs 
from  northeast  to  soutiiwest;  is  about  twenty-four  feet  long  by  about 
'  twelve  feet  in  breadth,  and  the  depth  of  water  upon  the  rock  at  mean 
low  tide  I  found  to  be  nearly  as  follows:  on  the  northeast  end,  twelve 
feet;  on  the  southwest  end,  ten  feet;  and  the  least  depth  of  water  I 
could  find  is  eight  feet. 

The  depth  of  water  around  and  close  to  this  rock  varied  from  sixteen 
to  eighteen  feet.  Assuming,  therefore,  that  this  rock  should  be  removed 
to  a  depth  of  sixteen  feet,  which  would  cover  all  that  is' necessary,  about 
twenty-five  cubic  yards,  or  in  round  numbers  fifty-five  tons,  of  rock  must 
be  taken  away.  Estimating  the  cost  of  this  removal  at  $35  per  ton,  the 
total  cost  would  be  $1,925,  nearly.  Allowing  $575  for  unforeseeD  ex- 
penses, I  estimate  that  this  rock  could  be  removed  at  a  cost  not  to 
exceed  $2,500. 

This  estimate  is  based  upon  uncertain  data,  as  a  contract  could  not  be 
made  for  the  removal  of  a  small  rock  upon  the  same  terms  as  for  a  more 
extensive  work.  I  consider  it  important  that  this  rock  shoidd  be  removed. 
The  rock,  as  before  stated,  lies  in  the  channel,  and  its  surface  rises  at 
one  or  two  points  to  within  eight  feet  of  low-watermark,  and  is  extremely 
sharp  and  uneven.  Many  vessels  pass  up  and  down  drawing  from  four- 
teen to  sixteen  feet  of  water,  and  although  there  is  a  buoy  upon  it  at 
present,  it  is  avoided  with  difficulty  in  fog  or  a  dark  night,  and  has,  I  am 
informed,  been  the  cause  of  a  number  of  accidents. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  HOLGATE, 
Captain  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 

Brevet  Major  General  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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fisT  CoNGWEss,  \  SENATE.  i  Ex.  Doc. 

2d  Session.     J  )  No.  106. 


LETTER 

OF 

THE    SECRETARY  OF  THE   TREASURY 

COMMUNICATING, 

In  compliance  tcith  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  June  29, 1870,  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
George  Fisher,  deceased^  for  the  use  and  destruction  of  property  in  the 
Creek  Indian  war. 


July  ri,  1870. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Treasury  Department,  Office  of  the  Secretary, 

July  6, 1870. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  under  date  of  June  29,  as  follows : 

Refolred,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  inform  the  Senate  what  amount  has  been 
paid  at  the  treaaury  on  the  claim  of  George  Fisher^s  repre8ent«tive,  for  the  uae  and  de- 
struction of  property  in  the  Creek  Indian  war,  giving  the  amount  and  date  of  each 

payment. 

The  records  of  the  Treasury  Department  show  that,  under  an  act  ap- 
proved April  12, 1848,  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  was  author- 
ized and  required  ^*to  examine  and  adjust  the  claims  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  George  Fisher,  deceased.^  Under  this  act  the  following  . 
allowances  and  payments  were  made:  April  22, 1848,  $8,873;  December 
30,  1848,  $8,797  94;  May  12,  1849,  $10,004  89,  or  in  all  the  sum  of 
♦27,675  83. 

Od  the  22d  of  December,  1854,  an  act  of  Congress  was  approved  by 
which  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  re-examine 
the  case  of  George  Fisher,  and  to  allow  the  claimants  the  benefit  of  tes- 
timony which  had  been  rejected  by  the  Second  Auditor  for  the  want  of 
aotheutication. 

Mr.  Guthrie,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  expressed  the  opinion 
that  no  further  sum  was  due  upon  the  claim  of  Fisher,  and  no  action 
was  taken  by  the  Second  Auditor.  A  copy  of  Mr.  Guthrie's  letter  is 
inclosed.  '  By  a  resolution  of  June  3, 1858,  the  duties  imposed  upon 
the  Auditor  by  the  act  of  December  22, 1854,  were  transferred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  who  was  directed  to  "  proceed  de  novo  to  execute  the 
same  in  their  plain  and  obvious  meaning."  On  the  2d  day  of  October, 
1858,  the  Secretary  of  War  made  a  decision  in  which  he  allowed  for  the 
property  destroyed  the  sum  of  $18,104.  He  also  allowed  interest  from 
the  re8i>ective  dates  when  the  property  was  destroyed  to  October  2, 
1858,  for  the  snm  of  $48,799  33,  making  a  total  of  $06,903  33. 

From  this  total  he  deducted  the  amounts  previously  allowed  by  the 
Second  Auditor,  together  with  interest  from  the  time  when  the  several 
Kiims  of  money  had  been  paid,  to  October  2, 1858,  making  a  total  of 
• 
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$44,022  05,  and   showing   a   balauco  in  favor  of  the  daimante  of 
$22,881  28.    This  amount  was  also  paid  by  the  'treasary  Department 

Upon  an  appeal  made  by  the  representatives  of  Fisher,  November  11, 
1858,  the  Secretary  of  War  reconsidered  his  decision,  and  on  the  30th 
^ay  of  November  of  that  year  ruled  that  the  principle  on  which  he  had 
ordered  the  charging  of  interest  on  the  payments  made  by  the  Second 
Auditor  was  erroneous,  and  that  $10,346  22  thus  charged  as  interest 
should  be  refunded  to  the  claimants.    This  amount  was  also  paid. 

The  aggregate  payments,  therefore,  on  ^count  of  this  claim  are 
$66,903  33. 

By  a  joint  resolution  approved  June  1, 1860,  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  authorized  and  required  to  revise  his  execution  of  the  act  of  1858, 
and  to  restate  and  settle  the  account  as  in  his  opinion  justice  to  the 
claimants  should  require. 

Under  this  resolution  Mr.  Floyd,  then  Secretary  of  War,  made  a 
decision  allowing  the  further  sum  of  $66,519  85.  His  decision  was 
transmitted  to  the  Thinl  Auditor;  but  before  payment  was  made  the 
resolution  of  June  1,  1860  was  rescinded  by  the  resolution  approved 
March  2, 1861,  and  all  proceedings  in  the  Treasury  Department  were 
then  suspended. 

Upon  the  passage  of  the  last-mentioned  resolution,  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  George  Fisher,  by  petition  to  the  Court  of  Claims,  sought 
to  obtain  a  judgment  for  the  further  allowance  of  $66,519  85.  Upon  a 
hearing  of  the  case,  (a  full  report  of  which  is  found  in  the  first  volume 
of  the  Court  of  Claims  Reports,)  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was 
denied. 

Senator  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  having  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  alleged  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  reply- 
ing to  his  letter,  dated  Saturday,  the  18th  of  June,  and  also  to  the 
delay  of  the  department  in  replying  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  29tl  of  June,  1  think  it  proper  to  make  a  statement  of  the  facts  as 
far  as  they  are  known  to  me. 

It  was  only  since  the  remarks  of  the  hononible  senator  were  reported 
to  me  that  I  was  aware  of  the  fact  that  he  had  addressed  the  depart 
ment  upon  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  the  representatives  of  George 
Fisher.  Senator  Davis's  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo  was,  on  Tuesday,  the 
2l8t  ultimo,  referred  by  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Treasury  Departmeut  to 
the  Second  Auditor  of  The  Treasury  upon  the  supposition  that  the  papers 
in  question  were  in  charge  of  that  officer.  The  history  of  the  cswe,  as 
detailed  in  that  communication,  shows  that  the  pai)ers  were  originallvV 
in  the  Bureau  of  the  Second  Auditor.  An  examination  of  the  i^cords 
of  his  office  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  papers  had  been  referred  to  the 
Departmeut  of  War,  and  on  the  25th  instant  the  Second  Auditor  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  requesting  the  return  of  the 
settlement  of  the  claim  of  George  Fisher,  <leceased,  and  referring  to 
those  settlements  by  date  and  number.  A  copy  of  the  Second  Auditor's 
letter  is  herewith  transmitted. 

The  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department,  as  ap]>ears  from  his  indorse- 
ment on  the  letter  of  the  Second  Auditor,  informed  that  officer  that  the 
papers  in  the  Fisher  case  were  on  file  in  the  Third  Auditor's  Office.  On 
the  28th  ultimo  this  fact  was  communicated  to  the  Third  Auditor  by 
the  Second  Auditor,  as  appears  by  his  letter  of  that  date,  a  copy  of 
which  is  also  inclosed. 

Mr.  Jones,  a  clerk  in  the  Third  Auditor's  Office,  was  directed  to  search 
for  the  papers,  but  failed  to  find  them.  It  appears,  upon  investigation, 
that  Mr.  Stetson,  another  clerk  in  the  Third  Auditor's  Office,  had  on 
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the  16th  of  Jane  loaned  these  pftpftis  to  Mr.  Potts,  chief  clerk  of  the 
War  Oepartmeat).  The  papers  were  retaraed  by  Mr.  Potts  to  Mr.  Stet- 
8oa  oa  the  22d  or  23d  of  Jaae,  and  the  latter,  knowing  that  the  sabjeot 
was^onder  consideration  in  Congress,  retained  the  papars  npDn  his  own 
desk  that  they  might  be  at  hand  when  called  fbr.  Mr.  Jones,  bein^ 
ignorant  of  this  fact,  was  thns  led  to  make  a  report  to  the  chief  clerk  elf 
the  Third  Anditot's  Office  on  the  29ch  instant,  (as  appears  from  the 
indorsement  of  the  latter,  nnder  that  date,  npon  the  letter  of  the  Second 
Aaditor.  of  the  28th  instant,)  that  the  papers  were  not  in  the  Third 
Aaditors  Office.    On  the  30th  of  Jane  the  error  was  discovered. 

The  resolntioB  ai  the  Senate  was  reedved  on  the  2dth  of  June  and 
referred  to  the  Third  Auditor.  On  Satnrday,  the  2d  of  July,  the  Third 
Aoditor  made  a  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  facts  in 
the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfnlly, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELli, 

JSeeretary. 
Hon.  ScHUYLEB  Colfax, 
Preftident  of  the  Senate  and 

Viee-Presidentij/  the  United  States. 


THBA.8URY  Dbpartmbtt,  April  4, 1855. 

Sir  :  I  find  that  the  Second  Auditor,  under  date  of  23.1  April,  ISI3,  rejecfcinsf  oertaiu 
depositions  for  want  of  sufficient  authentication,  awarded  to  the  representatives  of 
George  Fisher  the  sum  of  $:^,873,  as  a  full  and  fair  equivalent  ft>^  the  property  destroyed 
by  the  Unit>ed  States  troops,  and  that  said  sum  was  aooordin^i^ly  paid  to  the  reprev^ien- 
tativee.  I  also  find  that  the  said  Auditor  again  took  up  the  said  case,  under  an  opinion 
of  the  Attorney  General  as  to  the  rejscted  depositions,  and  mide  another  award,  in 
wliich  he  allowed  on  the  whole  case,  for  the  property  destroyed  by  the  United  States 
troops,  the  sum  of  $S,973,  being  |100  more  than  allowed  by  the  first  award,  and  on  this 
latter  award  allowed  interest  at  the  rate  of  six:  per  cent,  from  the  13th  February,  183'^, 
the  time  when  Congress  was  first  petitioned  to  settle  the  claim,  and  dedacted  there- 
from the  first  awam  of  $8,873;  leaving  a  balance  of  $d,79d  94,  which  was  paid  to  the 
representatives. 

I  further  find  that,  upon  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  Goneral,  Toucey,  you  took  up 
the  case  and  allowed  interest  upon  the  last  award  of  $3,973,  from  the  13th  July,  1813, 
to  t'he  13th  February,  1632,  and  allowed  the  fnrthor  sum  of  $10,001  83. 

Yon  will  thus  see  that  the  sum  awarded  to  Fisher's  repre-^entatives  by  yonr  prede- 
cessor, under  his  second  award,  embracing  the  rejected  depositions,  has  been  fully  paid, 
with  interest  from  the  13th  February,  1813,  and  that  there  were  not  the  two  sums  of 
$8,873 and  $6,973,  constituting  $17,846,  awarded  for  the  damages  done  by  the  United 
Htates  troops,  and  consequently  there  is  no  such  balance  due  for  interest,  or  otherwise, 
:is  you  snppose. 

In  my  opinion,  the  second  award  of  your  predecessor,  allowing  interest  from  1832, 
to  the  time  application  was  first  made  to  Congress  for  compensation,  was  all  that  equity 
and  justice  called  for,  and  that  Attorney  (?bneral  Touoey^s  opinion  ou^ht  not  to  have 
l«en  applied  to  the  case  as  it  stood,  and  did  not  Justify  the  further  aflowance  of  in- 
terest. 

A^  the  second  award  of  yonr  predecessor  was  made  on  the  basis  of  the  rejected  depo- 
sition.^on  making  his  first  a^vard,  the  act  of  1854  authorizing  these  dopositions  to  be 
Goasidered  and  a  further  awanl  made,  was  for  the  want  of  the  proper  information,  and 
as  they  have  already  been  considered  and  acted  upon,  you  are  not  authorized  to  revise 
th )  action  of  your  predecessor  under  the  provisions  of  the  a  ;t  of  li.>t,  but  should  make 
a  detailed  rei)ort  of  the  case  to  me,  so  that  I  may  lay  it  before  the  President  to  be  pro- 
se i  ted  to  Congress  for  their  reconsideration. 

The  papers  are  herewith  returned. 
I  am,  very  respectfnlly, 

JAMES  GUTHRIE, 

Seorekery  of  the  Tnasurj/. 

P.  ClJiYTON,  Esq., 

Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


4  GEORQE   FISHER. 

[Indonement.] 
Teeasuby  DdpabtmenT}  June  21,  1870. 
J.  H.  Saville,  chief  clerk,  refers  letter  of  Hon.  6arrett  Davie,  Unitei] 
States  senator,  who  incloses  printed  report  in  case  of  George  Fisher, 
deceased,  having  reference  to  an  old  claim  of  this  man  for  property 
taken  in  the  Creek  Indian  war,  which  is  being  investigated  by  the  Com 
mittee  on  Indian  Afiairs.  Said  committee  desire  certain  information 
specified  herein. 


Treasuby  Depabtment,  Second  Axjditob's  Office, 

June  25, 1870. 
Sib  :  On  the  18th  June,  1858,  the  following  settlements  of  the  claim 
of  George  Fisher,  deceased,  viz:   No.  6349,  April  22,  1848;  No.  7710, 
December  30, 1848,  and  No.  8338,  May  12, 1849,  were  transmitted  b; 
letter  from  this  office  to  John  B.  Floyd,  Secretary  of  War.' 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  the  return  of  said  settlements,  to  enable 
this  office  to  answer  a  communication  of  18th  instant  from  Hon.  Garrett 
Davis  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  concerning  said  claims,  and  re- 
ferred on  the  21st  instant  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  report 
Respectfully, 

B.  B.  FRENCH, 
Auditor, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

[ludoreemtiDt.] 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Second  Auditor. 

All  papers  in  the  Fisher  case  are  on  file  in  the  Third  Auditor's  Office. 

JOHN  POTTS,  Chief  Clerk 


Treasury  Department,  Second  Auditor's  Oppicb, 

Jwn«28,  1870.  j 
Sir:  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  letter  of  the  26th  instantri 
from  this  office  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  herewith  asking  the  return  of  i 
certain  settlements  of  the  claim  of  George  Fisher,  deceased,  made  ill 
April  and  December,  1848,  and  May,  1849;  and  to  the  indorsement  4 
the  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department  in  returning  the  communicatiw 
above  referred  to.    Please  return  the  inclosed.  | 

Respectfully,  ( 

E.  B.  FRENCH, 

Second  Auditor, 
Hon.  Third  Auditor, 

Treamry  Department.  « 

[Indorfiemeut.J 

Third  Auditor's  Office,       1 

June  29,  1870.  J 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Second  Auditor,  with  the  infonnatiJ 

that  an  examination  of  the  files  of  this  office  does  not  confirm  tbe  if 

dorsement  of  the  chief  clerk  War  Department,  on  iuclosare.  J 

It  is  believed  that,  if  the  within-described  Second  Auditor  settlemei 
had  been  transmitted  to  this  office  by  the  War  Department,  they  wofl 
have  been  promptly  forwarded  to  the  Second  Auditor's  Office,  to  wLo 
files  they  pertained.  v 

^         A.  M.  GANGEWER, 
Chief  ClerL 
O 
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418T  CoNaBESS,  I  SENATE.  ( Ex.  Doo. 

2d8e89i4m.      ]  \    No.  107. 


LETTER 

OF 

THE    ATTORNEY    G  E  If  E  RAL 

COMMUNICATING, 

Incompliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate^  of  the  11  th  ultimo^  inhr* 
mation  in  relation  to  the  practice  of  the  Court  of  Claims  in  the  matter  of 
remanding  for  further  evidence  or  argument  cases  submitted  to  its  con- 
Hderation^  and  of  ordering  new  trials  in  ca^es  decided  by  the  court;  and 
submitting  the  draught  of  a  bill  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  United  States  in 
that  respect. 


July  6, 1870. — Referred  to  the  Comoiittee  on  Claims  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Attorney  General's  Office, 

WashingUnij  July  2, 1870. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Senate  resolution 
of  the  17th  instant,  by  which  the  Attoraey  deneral  is  directed  "to  in- 
form the  Senate  in  regard  to  the  practice  of  the  Court  of  Claims  in  the 
matter  of  remanding  for  farther  evidence  or  argument  cases  submitted 
by  the  parties  to  its  consideration,  and  of  ordering  new  trials  in  cases 
decided  by  the  courts,  with  any  particulars  tending  to  show  whether 
farther  legislation  is  necessary  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  United  States 
in  that  re8i)ect.'' 

The  practice  of  the  Court  of  Claims,  in  respect  to  the  matter  inquired 
of,  is  governed  by  its  own  discretion  exercised  in  each  case,  no  general 
rule  upon  the  subject  having  been  established.  It  is  proper,  in  this  con- 
nection, to  observe  that  in  respect  to  the  trial  of  cases  the  practice  of 
the  court  is  peculiar.  The  claimant  prepares  his  case  entirely  at  his 
leisure.  He  may  take  months  or  years  to  do  this.  And  when  the  case 
is  ready  on  the  part  of  the  claimant  he  may  bring  it  to  trial  within  a 
month.  The  Attorney  General  defending  cases  in  the  court,  cannot, 
either  by  law  or  under  the  rules  of  the  court,  press  a  case  to  trial ;  but, 
by  a  rule  of  court,  the  brief  of  the  A,ttomey  General  must  be  tiled  within 
twenty  days  after  receiving  that  of  the  claimant,  "  unless  the  time  be 
extended  by  the  court  upon  cause  shown." 

Considering  that  the  Attorney  General  has  an  impersonal  client  with 
whom  he  cannot  consult,  this  anomalous  practice  bears  hard  upon  him 
in  the  defense  of  cases  in  the  Court  of  Claims.  The  claimant  knows  his 
own  case  in  advance,  knows  where  his  witnesses  are,  and  what  they  will 
testify;  while  the  Attorney  General  must  await  the  development  of  the 
case,  search  out  his  witnesses,  and  then  ascertain,  by  correspondence  or 
otherwise,  the  extent  of  their  knowledge.  This  should  induce  liberal 
rales  of  practice  in  the  court  in  the  matter  of  new  trials  and  reheariugs 
Qpon  application  of  the  defend afts. 

In  furtherance  of  this  idea  it  was  provided  by  the  second  section  of 
the  act  of  June  25, 1868,  (Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  xv,  p.  75,)  which  tians^ 
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fecred  the  deiq^s§o£  qbsq^  io.  the  Court  of  Claims  to  Ijbte  AUiom^Qfstk 
eral,)  that  the  Court  of  Claims  might  grant  new  trials,  on  motion  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  while  a  case  is  pending  on  appeal,  or  within  two 
years  after  judgment,  upon  Huch  evidence  as  should  ^treasonably  satisfy 
the  said  couit  that  an^*^  frao^?  wrong,  or  injustice  in  the  premises  has 
been  done  to  the  United  States;^  but  this  does  not  in  terms  require  the 
court  to  grant  a  new  trial  upon  ijewly-discovered  evidence  simply  af- 
fecting the  merits  of  the  case. 

And,  as  matter  of  fact,  since  the  Attorney  General  has  been  charged 
with  the  defensciof  suits  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  out  of  twelve  cases  in 
which  motions  for  new  trials  have  been  made  by  claimants,  in  only  three 
has  the  motion  been  refused;  while  similar  motions  on  behalf  of  the  de- 
fendants in  nine  causes  have  all  been  refused.  And  of  twenty  ctise^. 
remanded  to  th^  gener^I  docl^ ^t  for  fui:th.er  proceedings,  eithm  at  or 
after  the  hearing  therepf,  but  two/v^er^  so  remanded  in  the  interest  of 
the  defendants.  These  fapts  refer  only  to  cases  that  have  heretofore 
been  under  the  charge  of  the  Attorney  Geijeral,  n^t  to  suits. for  the  pfo- 
ceeds  of  captured  and  abandoned  property. 

The  legislation  proposed  in  the  accompanying  paper  I  regard  as  cal- 
culated to  improve  the  practice  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  and  as  proper  for 
the  better  security  of  the  intecesta  of  the.  United  States. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  R.  HOAB, 
Attorney  General. 

HOD«  SCH^JYIiBBr  COi^FAX, 

Yii^']?re$i4enf. 


Be  itidMfit^hM,  tkg  399tU€L4in^ffm0ejoftBepr€aeuUUi^pM a/  tk0^ IfpiUdf  Sktiu  of  Ammc^-n^ 
C&»ifr^89  a89embh^f  Tb^t  tlie.Cour|;  q|'  0|«uin8.^al|.dirw<>t,  <»iUi§ii  b^. e»ii^ral:i^fA<or, « 
spepial  order  m  eai:^^  case,  the  time,  %fter.  filing  th^.  petitiap,  v^iUiA  wj^iph  the  m^pm 
or  the  clfiimaut  must  be  taknn  and  filed  in  court,  which  time  may  be  ext^iide4  hy^^lif 
court  for  cauiie  shown;  aliio  the  time  thereafter' within  which  the  Attbiney  6ex)en} 
shall  take  and  file  the  e\idence  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  whicli  tim«  may^als^bs 
e^i^te^ded  by  the  CQiirt.  for,  cause  showq. 

Hiei  evidence  shall  then  b.e  regard^^a^  clos^dj  nplee^  ei|;her,partymu^^»^a|vaj>p)iQ9r 
tion  to  take  farther  evidence,  wliich,  for  cause,  mj^  be  grai^t'ed.' 

M  the  expiration  of  the  time  within  which  the  evidence  is  ordered  to  be  ta)cen  tbf 
caus^^tiaU  h^  considered,  nMdy  foo:  bearing,  and.majr  bepiit^  upon  the. trial  dookatbi^ 
^thei;  party;  and  bptb  ftarties  shall,  have,  the  ajfti9ie>i^ffht«^tp,a,^pectfiyytcialtQ>^^^ 
postponement,  oj  contiuuappe;  an^  tl^e  co^rt8jpall,l|ay:e  tj^e,,sfp]!ejnghib  to.post^D^/qii 
cbntinue  a  case  as  courts  have^  at  common  law. 

9ec«  3.  AntLb0  ii  further,  emactei,  That  the  Court  of  Claims  shall  p^ant  in  each  case  Si 
naw^ trial,  Qn  motion  made  in  behalf  of  the.  UnitfHl,Statei^  within  ninety  dajraaftw 
Ju^^nnenti  whether  ap  appeal  be  takti^  or  i\oU.  uiMHi.ap  official  ,4latem^nt  h^  tfaje  M^r 
iiey  General,  that  he  w;fl,  within  ^  a  reapopable.  tipie,,  tp.b^  fixoi  l^,  tjie^court,  pi;odaplt 
new  or  additional  evidence  matenal  to  ihe  issues  in  tne  case,  and^pendmg  such  mo^io^ 
liar  a  new  trial,  whether  made  in  open  court  or  filediwitb  tlie'  clerk  in  ^Kacatipn,  the 
judgment  shall  not  be  paid.  If  a  new,  trial  is  grantoid<  t|ie  time  witlUn  whicj^.eith«j& 
p^ty  shall  take  apd  fih^  nevi^  or  additio;^  ey,idei»c^  iihali  b^  iuce4  bv  Ui^  €q|ijr% 

oKC.  3.  And  he  %i  further  enact^fTh^it  in  the  matter  4i  prpcii ring.  infonoftion.cvr.efVf 
idence  of <  any  character  frpip  any  department  of  the  United  ^tato^i  at  the  in^tai^Q^  o( 
any  elaimant  agpust  the  United  States,  the  Ceuri  of  Claims  shiUl  have  the  same  and 
nq  otlMT  Authority. than  coig*ts.haveat,coiiunQa.law  to.compel -one  party  to  faraislbev* 
idence  o^  iniform^tion  fpr.the  benefit  of  .th^  adverfii^.paf  ty^  Tjt^Qact^ppilQr^  f|«bnMri^ 
24,  ia55,  entitled  *'An  act  to  establish  a  cf^urt  fuif  the  i^yiB^igation>qf  clainv»,%gain^% 
the  United  States,"  is  hereby  amended  by  strikipg  out  the  ipllo^ing  v^ords,  namely: 
'*6aid  court  shall  have  power  to  call  upon  any  of  the  departments  for  any  infomtatioh 
o^.l^P4ro.it  may  deem  necessary,  and,  "•  hereafter,  erery  pecson  de^irow. of  obtaining* 
any  such  evidence  or  inforraatiou  shall  first  no^fy  theJV^^n^y  ^<^i¥^K'^l»8Dftf;ifl^|qgt<h« 
paper  which,  or  a  copy  of  which  he  desires  to,  obtain,  thei  case^in  w.hjp.hhf  .wji^h^;  to 
lise  the  same,  and  the  evidence  which  such  paper,  accoixling.to  hi^  V>e8t  knowledge  *Prt 
belief;  contains.  .        >         ,  ■        ^         .  ,     ■ 
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41st  Congresf,  \  SENATE.  ( Ex.  Doc. 

2d  Session.     \  \  No.  108. 


MESSAGE 

OF   THK 

PRESIDEDfT  OF   THE   UNITED  STATES 


COMMUNICATING, 


In  compliance  xcith  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  2(Sth  of  May  and  the 
lith  of  Juney  1870,  information  in  relatio7i  to  the  seizure  of  American 
resselSj  and  injuries  to  American  citizenSj  during  the  hostilities  in  Cuba, 


July  9,  1870. — Read,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  l>e  printed. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

In  answer  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  26th  of  May  and  of 
the  14th  of  June  last,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
tbeieupon,  and  the  papers  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

IJ.  S.  GRANT. 

Washington,  July  9, 1870, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  9,  1870. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  26th  of  May  last,  requesting  the  President  "  to  furnish  to 
the  Senate  copies  of  papers,  correspondence,  testimony,  and  other  infor- 
niatiou  in  the  case  of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  captured  by  the 
Spanish  gunboat  Andaluzia,  in  the  year  1869,  on  the  Bahama  banks;" 
and  also  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  of  June  last,  requesting 
tbe  President,  "unless  in  his  judgment  it  is  incompatible  with  the  pub- 
lic interests,  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  all  information  in  possession  of 
the  government  showing  that  during  the  hostilities  in  Cuba  any  Amer- 
ican citizens  have  been  executed  without  proper  trial,  or  any  American 
vessels  have  been  seized  upon  the  high  seas,  or  the  property  of  any 
American  citizens  has  l)een  confiscated  or  embargoed,  with  full  particu- 
lars in  each  case,  and  to  state  also  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken 
in  reference  thereto,"  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President  the  in- 
formation called  for  by  the  said  resolutions.  These  resohuions  are 
answered  together,  l>ecause  the  call  of  the  14th  of  June  embraces  the 
information  aske<l  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  26th  of  Ma.t* 
Tlie  information  is  arranged  under  the  following  divisitms: 
"I.  A  list  of  American  vessels  seized  by  the  Spanish  authorities  dur- 
ing the  hostilities  in  Cuba,  together  with  the  correspondence  showing 
what  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  in  reference  thereto."    This  di- 
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2  SEIZURE    OF   AMERICAN   VESSELS,    ETC.,    IN   CUBA. 

vision  contains  the  information  in  regard  to  the  Mary  Lowell,  called  for 
by  the  resolution  of  the  26th  of  May. 

"  II.  A  list  of  persons,  said  to  be  American  citizens,  and  to  have  be^n 
executed  without  proper  trial  daring  the  hostilities  in  Cuba,  together 
with  correspondence  showing  some  of  the  steps  taken  in  reference 
thereto."  In  tlie  cases  of  Charles  Speakman  and  Albert  Wyeth  the 
correspondence  is  given  at  length;  in  the  other  cases  only  a  summaif 
is  given. 

"  111.  A  list  of  persons,  said  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  whose 
properties  are  said  to  have  been  confiscated  or  embargoed  during  the 
hostilities  in  Cuba."  This  list  contains  a  full  summary  of  the  correspond- 
ence in  each  case.  All  such  as  were  not  otherwise  disposed  of  were 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Spanish  government  in  a  communicatiou 
given  in  division  No.  VII. 

"  IV.  A  list  of  persons,  said  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who 
are  said  to  have  been  unlawfully  imprisoned  and  held  ^incomnnieado* 
during  the  hostilities  in  Cuba."  This  list  also  contains  a  full  summary 
of  the  correspondence  in  each  case,  and  such  as  were  not  otherwise  dis- 
posed of  were,  in  like  manner,  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Spanish 
government. 

"  V.  A  list  of  persons,  said  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who 
are  said  to  have  been  unlawfully  imprisoned  during  the  hostilities  in 
Cuba,  but  not  held  Mncomunicado.' "  This  list  likewise  contains  a 
full  summary  of  the  correspondence  in  each  ca«e,  and  such  as  were  not 
otherwise  disposed  of  were  in  like  manner  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Spanish  government. 

*'  VI.  A  list  of  the  decrees  of  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Cuba  (so  far 
as  known  to  this  department)  under  which  they  claim  to  have  acted  in 
the  several  seizures,  arrests,  imi)risonments,  executions,  embargoes,  and 
confiscations  referred  to."  These  several  documents  were  communicated 
to  the  Department  of  State  by  consuls  in  Cuba,  and  are  necessary  to 
explain  the  correspondence  which  follows  in  division  VII. 

"  VJI.  Additional  correspondence,  showing  steps  taken  in  reference  to 
such  seizures  of  American  vessels,  to  such  embargoes  or  confiscations 
of  property,  and  to  such  imprisonment  of  i>ersons  claiming  to  be  citizens 
of  the  United  States."  This  correspondence  is  still  pending  between  the 
government  of  the  United  States  and  the  government  of  Spain. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
The  President. 
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LIST  OF   PAPERS,  ARRANCJED   BY   SUBJECTS,  WITH  A 
SYNOPSIS  OF  THEIR  CONTENTS. 


I.— LIST  OF  AMERICAN  VESSELS  SEIZED  BY  THE  SPANISH  AUTHORITIES 
DURING  THE  HOSTILITIES  IN  CUBA,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  CORRE- 
SPONDENCE SHOWINO  WHAT  STEPS,  IF  ANV,  HAVE  BEEN  TAKEN  IN 
REFERENCE  THERETO. 


1.  THE    MARY  LOWELL. 


No. 


From  wbt»m  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Hall  to  Mr. 

Fish. 

(Telegrjim.) 
Mr.  Hall  to  Mr. 

Hunter. 
(No.  12.) 
Mr.  Hall  to  Mr. 

Fish. 

(Telegram.) 
Mr.  Hall  to  Mr. 

Hnnter. 
(No.  14.) 


Date. 


1869. 
I  Mar.   23 


Subject. 


Admiral     Porter 
to  Mr.  Fish. 


Mr.  Kirkpatrick 
to  Mr.  Fish. 

(No.  .310.) 


Mr.  Fish  to 
Johnson. 

(No.  97.) 


Mr. 


Mary  Lowell  reported  captured  at  Ragged 
Island  by  Spauinh  war  vessel. 


Mar.    23     Full  particulars  of  the  capture 


Mar.   25 


Mar.    26 


April    2 


April    2 


April 


Arrival  of  Mary  Lowell  at  Havana,  in  tow 
of  Spanish  steamer.  Cargo,  reported  anns 
and  ammunition. 

Statement  of  Mr.  Gibbs,  United  States  con- 
sular agent  at  Nuevitas,  relative  to  arrival 
of  Mary  Lowell  there.  Report  of  conver- 
sation with  the  four  seamen  of  Mary  Low- 
ell. Notes  of  commandant  of  marine  at 
Nuevitas,  to  Mr.  Gibbs,  informing  latter  of 
her  arrival.  Mr.  Gibbs  to  the  command- 
ant, desires  to  take  statement  of  seamen  ; 
commaiidant  assents.  Note  of  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty  to  Governor  General. 

Incloses  dispatch  No.  36  from  Rear-Admiral 
Hoff,  relative  to  seizure  of  Mary  Lowell. 
Full  particulars  of  the  locality  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  capture. 

Further  account  of  the  capture.  Incloses 
letter  of  governor  of  Nassau,  with  deposi- 
tions of  tJeorge  W.  Wilson,  acting  collect- 
or, and  Walter  J.  Wilson,  custom-houHe 
officer,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  brig  at 
time  of  capture ;  also,  deposition  of  James 
R.  NoiTis,  residing  on  Ragged  Island,  giv- 
ing circumstances  of  capture.  Extract 
from  Nassau  Herald. 

Transmits  information  relative  to  seizure,  so 
far  as  obtained.  It  is  presumed  that  the 
British  government  will  hold  the  Spanish 
authorities  accountable  for  the  proceed- 
ings. United  States  will  look  to  British 
government  for  indemnification  for  accm- 
mg  losses  to  United  States  citizens. 


ta 


19 
19 
24 
24 


27 


28 


31 
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SEIZURE    OF   AMERICAN   VESSELS   AND 
1.  THE  MARY  LOWELL— Coutinued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  Avhom. 


Mr.  Hall  to  Mr. 
Fish. 

(No.  32.) 


Date. 


1869. 
April  21 


Subject. 


Mr.  JohiiHon    to  !  April  24 
Mr.  Fish.  ' 

(No.  160.) 


10 


Mr.  Hall  to   Mr.  I  May      6 
Fish. 

(No.  47.) 


11  !  Mr.   Hall  to  Mr. 
(No.  170.) 


12 

13 

14 
15 

16 
17 


Earl  of  Clarendon 
to  Mr.  Thornton. 


Mr.  Davis  to  Mr. 
Plumb. 
(No.  71.) 

Mr..PlnrabtoMr. 
Davis. 

(No.  241.)         I 
Mr.  HjJI  to  Mr. 
Davis.  I 

(No.  17.)  I 

Mr.  Fifth  to  Mr. 
Sickles.  ' 

(No.21.)      . 
Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  ! 
Fish. 

(No.  51.)  I 


May  26 

Nov.  19 

Nov.  24 

Nov.  30 

Dec.  24 


1870. 
Jan.      4 


Seamen  of  Mary  Lowell  released  on  13th  in- 
stant, and  vessel  declared  a  prize.    Protest  | 
of  British  C(msul  general.    Case  appeale<l  ; 
tohigherconrt.     Incloses  copies  of  affida-  ; 
vits  of  the  four  seamen.    Also,  of  James 
R.  Norris  and  John  T.  Tucker,  witnesses 
to  the  capture. 
Incloses  coi)y  of  his  note  of  April  19  to  the  ^ 
Earl  of  Clarendon,  reciting  the  circuin-  ' 
stances  of  the  capture,  and  notifying  him  ■ 
that  the  United  States  will  look  to  the  • 
British  government  for  indemnity.    Reply  j 
of  Earl  of  Clarendon  on  April  23,  acknowl-  | 
edges  the  serious  nature  of  the  event,  but 
will  await  report  from  governor  of  Baha-  j 
mas.    Meantime  transmits  to  Mr.  Johnson  i 
copy  of  a  telegram  to  British  minister  at 
Madrid,  relative  to  the  order  of  the  Cap- 
tain General  of  Cuba  of  March  24,  which 
declares  vessels  ou  the  high  seas  contain- 
ing cargo  of  men,  arms,  ammunition,  &c., 
as  f7e/ac/o  enemies  of  Spain,  and  that  those 
on  board  will  be  shot.    Her  Britannic  Maj- 
esty's government  protests  against  theen- 
forcenu»nt  of  this  order,  and  will  look  with 
the  deepest  concern  on  the  enforcement 
of  it  against  a  British  vessel  which  shall 
have  not  received  due  notice. 
Incloses  articles  from  the  Voz  de  Cuba,  said 
to  express  the  Spanish  view  of  the  seizure, 
and   approving    the  proceedings  of  the 
Spanish  officers. 
Information  of  an  informal  interview  with 
British  minister  at  Madrid,  relative   to 
Mary  Lowell,  who  stated  that  he  had  made 
a  representation  of  the  case  to  the  Spanish 
government,  but  so  far  had  receive<l  only 
a  formal  acknowledgment. 
British  government  of  opinion,  from  evidence 
before  them,  that  the  locality  of  capture  is 
not  beyond  doubt,  whether  within  or  with- 
out British  waters,  and  does  not  feel  enti- 
tled to  demand  restoration  of  the  vessel. 
I  Instruction  to  obtain  authentic  transcripts 
'      of  the  evidence  and  judgments  in  the  case, 
with  a  view  to  determining  the  locality  of 
the  capture. 
I  Acknowledges  instructions  of  November  24, 
I      and  being  about  to  deliver  the  office  to  Mr. 

Hall,  leaves  it  to  his  attention. 
'  Mr.  Hall  informed  by  the  political  secretary 
that  the  Mary  Lowell  papers  have  lieen 
sent  to  Madrid.  « 


General  Sickles  is  informed  that  the  ori^nal 
papers  have  been  sent  to  Madrid,  and  is  in- 
structe<l  to  request  copies. 
Jan.  27  i  General  Sickles  incloses  note  fixim  Mr.  Sa- 
:  gasta  that  the  papers  are  not  at  Madrid, 
but  have  been  ordered,  and  copies  will  lie 
given  to  him. 


I    44 
•    44 

I    44 

45 
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INJURIES   TO   AMERICAN    CITIZENS   IN   CUBA. 
I.  THE  MARY  LOWELL— Continued. 


No. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date 

1870 

IH 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 
Biddle. 
(Telegram.) 

Mar. 

'  1 

19 

Mr.BiddletoMr. 
Fish. 

(No.  16.) 

Mar. 

H 

•20 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 
Sickles. 
(Telegram.) 

Mar. 

17 

21 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr. 
Fish. 
(No.  7-2.) 

Mar. 

19 

22 

1 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr. 
Mr.  Fish. 
(Telegram.) 

Mar. 

24 

2:r 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr. 
Biddle. 
(Telegram.) 

Mar. 

2,5 

24  1 

Mr.BiddletoMr. 
Davis. 
(Telegram.) 

,  Mar. 

25 

2.5 

Mr.BiddletoMr. 
Davis. 

(No.  42.) 

1  Mar. 

25 

26' 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr. 
Fish. 

(No.  77.) 

1  Mar. 

1 

•27 

27  1 

Mr.BiddletoMr. 

1  April 

2 

Davis. 

(No.  49.) 

1 
1 

28 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 
Sickles. 

.  April 

t) 

29 

(Telegram.) 
Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr. 
Fish. 
(No.  82.) 

April 

H 

30 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr. 

Fish. 

(Telegram.) 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 

April 

H 

31 

,  April 

9 

Biddle. 

:J2 

(Telegram.) 
Mr.BiddletoMr. 
Fish. 
(Telegram.) 

April 

12 

Subject. 


Mr.  Biddle  riMjuested  to  ask  for  copies  of  the 
pajjers,  it  being  represented  that  they  have 
been  returned  to  Havana. 

The  authorities  at  Havana  state  that  they 
have  telegraphed  to  Madrid  for  instruc- 
tions as  to  delivery  of  the  papers. 

General  Sickles  instructed  again  to  apply 
for  the  papers. 

Incloses  cojiy  of  his  note  of  19th  instant  to 
the  minister  of  state,  reciting  the  history 
of  the  application  for  the  pa))ers,  and  stat- 
ing that  the  United  States  expects  its 
reasonable  request  to  be  complied  with 
without  delay. 

Minister  of  state  answers  General  Sickles's 
nut«  of  19th  Instant,  that  minister  of  ma- 
rine has  been  requested  to  oixler  copies  of 
the  papers  to  be  delivered  if  certain  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Navy  Department  offer  no 
obstacle. 

Mr.  Biddle  is  informed  that  orders  have  been 
|riven  to  furnish  copies  of  the  papers,  and 
'  instructed  to  renew  liis  application  and 
telegraph  result. 

Mr.  Biddle  reports  Captain  General  absent. 
Vice-Governor  says  he  cannot  deliver  the 

{>apers  without  his  authority ;  will  write 
lim  and  communicate  result  to  Mr.  Bid- 
dle. 

Mr.  Biddle  report*  at  length  his  inter\'iew 
with  the  Vice-Governor,  the  substance  of 
which  is  given  in  his  telegram  of  25th- 
March. 

Transmits  copy  of  note  of  minister  of  state 
to  his  request  of  19th  instant.  Substance 
given  in  telegram  of  March  24. 

Vice-Governor  replies  to  Mr.  Biddle's  request 
for  the  papers,  that  the  case  being  in 
cuurse  of  Judicial  procedure,  and  no  order 
from  Madrid  being  received,  he  cannot,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Captain  General,  de- 
liver the  papers. 

Instructed  to  renew  request  for  the  papers  ; 
United  States  dissatisfied  with  the  pro- 
longed delays. 
,  Upon  the  renewal  of  the  request  General 
Sickles  is  informed  that  probably  the  or- 
ders for  the  delivery  of  the  pai>ers  had 
not  been  received  at  Havana,  but  would 
doubtless  be  found  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

Minister  of  state  says  the  orders  already 
given  will  be  sufficient  to  secure  the  pa- 
pers requested. 

General  Sickles's  telegram  of  April  8  commu- 
nicated to  Mr.  Biddle,  and  he  is  instructed 
to  renew  his  request  for  the  papers. 

Vice-(Jovemor  declines  to  give  copies,  say- 
ing he  is  without  instructions,  but  will 
telegraph  for  them. 


I 


45 
45 
46 
46 

46 

47 
47 

47 

48 
48 

49 
49 

50 
50 
50 
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34 


35 


36 

37 
38 

39 

40 

41 
42 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 
Sickles. 
(Telegram.) 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr. 
Biddle. 
(No.  36.) 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr. 
Fish. 
(No.  107.) 


Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr. 
Fish. 
(Telegram.) 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr. 

Biddle. 

(Telegram.) 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr. 

Davis. 

(Telegram.) 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 
Sickles. 
(Telegi'am.) 


Sefior  Lopez  Rob- 
erts to  Mr.  Fish. 


Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr. 

Davis. 

(Telegram.) 

Same  to  same. 

(No.  156.) 


AdolfoRabiori  to 
Commandant  of 
Maiiue;     Nuevi- 
tas. 

Emilio  Fiol,  en-  ] 
sign  of  the  Au- 
datnza. 

John  Reynolds, 
first  mate  of  the 
Mary  Lowell. 

Louis  Exton,  sea-  I 
man  of  the  Mary  I 
Lowell. 

James  Well,  sea- 
man of  the  Mary 
Lowell. 


1870. 
April  13 


April  13 


May    11 


June   10 


1869. 
Mar.  16 


May    15 


June 

2 

June 

3 

June 

4 

June 

6 

June   12 


General  Sickles  informed  that  the  authorities 
in  Cuba  still  refnso  to  give  papers.  Ask 
explanation.  Request  orders  to  be  sent 
by  telegraph. 

Informs  Mr.  Biddle  that  instructions  have 
been  sent  to  General  Sickles  which  it  is 
hoped  will  effect  a  compliance  with  the 
just  wishes  of  the  United  States. 

General  Sickles  incloses  copy  of  a  note  from 
minister  of  state,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a 
report  of  the  council  of  state  dated  No- 
vember 16,  1869,  in  the  ca«e  of  the  Mary 
Lowell.  It  is  stated  by  the  minister  of 
state  that  orders  for  exhibiting  the  papers 
in  the  case  were  given  by  minister  of  ma- 
rine on  April  27.  If  the  papers  are  re- 
turned to  Madrid  before  the  orders  are 
received  they  will  bo  furnished  there. 

Minister  of  state  informs  General  Sickles 
that  ordera  have  been  sent  to  exhibit  the 
Mary  Lowell  papers  to  the  consul,  and  al- 
low copies. 

Papers  in  Mary  Lowell  case  not  received. 
The  delay  not  understood.  Inquire  and 
report  by  telegraph. 

The  Captain  General  ad  intenm  states  that 
the  Spanish  minist-er  at  Washington  is 
informed  that  the  MtLvy  Lowell  papers 
have  been  sent  to  Spain,  and  that  General 
Sickles  will  receive  a  copy. 

Gives  Mr.  Biddle's  telegram  of  3d  June.  The 
continued  misunderstanding  between  au- 
thorities of  Madrid  and  Cuba  not  satisfac- 
tory. Ask  for  an  explanation,  as  well  as 
copies  of  the  papers. 

The  Secretary  of  St«te  is  informed  that  the 
papers  of  the  Mary  Lowell  are  in  the 
Naval  Comaudancia  General,  where  the 
consul  general  may  take  copies. 

Mr.  Biddle  telegraphs  that  the  Mary  Lowell 
papers  are  forwarded  by  the  Moro  Castle. 

Inclosing  copies  of  correspondence  with  Span- 
ish authorities  relative  to  copies  of  the  pro- 
ceediners  in  the  caae  of  the  Mary  Lowell ; 
also  full  copies  of  all  the  proceedings. 

Transmits  report  of  the  commander  of  the 
Andaluza  on  the  capture  of  the  Mary 
Lowell. , 


Mar.    15  i  His  report  of  the  boarding  of  the   Mary 
;     Lowell. 


Mar.    16 
Mar.    16 


His  testimony  nt  the  primary  investigation 
at  Nuevita.s.  '  ' 

His  testimony  at  the  primary  investigation  | 
at  Nuevitas. 


Mar.    16  I  His  testimony  at  the  primary  investigation 
at  Nuevitas. 


59 
GO 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INJURIES   TO   AMERICAN   CITIZENS    IN    CUBA. 
1.  THE  MARY  LOWELL— Coutinued. 


No. 


From  whom  and  | 
to  whom.         I 


Date. 


Subject. 


I  Diego  Belmonte, 
I    third  boatswain 
of  the  Aiidaluza. 
Ramon     Chenol, 
seaman    of  the 
Audaluza. 
Jo8<^  In  quay  Fer- 
nandez, corpor- 
al of  marines  of 
the  Andaluza. 
John   Shaw,  sea- 
man of  the  Mary 
Lowell, 
Francisco    Lasa- 

Jacobo    Alcman, 
commander     of 
the  Andaluza. 
Commander      of 
Nuevitas. 
Commander     of 
the  Andaluza. 
Emilio  Fiol,  en- 
sign of  the  An- 
daluza. 

Edwardo    Alba- 
cete,  ensign  of 
the    Andaluza. 
Francisco   Laza- 


1869.      I 
Mar.    16  i  His  testimony  at  the  primary  investigation 
at  Nuevitas. 


Mar.  16 

Mar.  16 

Mar.  16 

Mar.  16 

Mar.  16 

Mar.  17 

Mar.  17 

Mar.  17 

Mar.  17 


61 
61 


His  testimony  at  the  i)rimary  investigation 
at  Nuevitas. 

His  testimony  at  the  primary  investigation 
at  Nuevitas. 


His  testimony  at  the  primary  investigation  |    62 
!      at  Nuevitas. 

Delivery  of  the  preceding  testimony  to  the  63 

commander  of  the  Andaluza. 

Delivery  of  the  Cuban  cockade  found  on  the  63 

Mary  LoweU.  , 

Appoints  Benigno  Aldez  as  notary  for  the       63 

proceedings  in  the  case. 
Statement  ot  the  captain  of  the  Mary  Lowell.      64 

Declaration  concerning  the  capture  of  the       64 
Mary  Lowell. 

I 
Declaration  concerning  the  capture •    65- 


ga. 

Joii6  (le  Urdauio 
Lnz,  paymaster 
of  the  Andaluza. 

Antonio  I*erez, 
third  boatswain 
of  tbc!  Andaluza. 

Miguel  Losa,  pi- 
lot of  the  Anda- 
luza. 

Antonio  Bugallo, 
gunner's  mate, 
of  the  Andaluza. 

Francisco  Armot 
y  Caldona,  eugi- 
neer  of  the  An- 
daluza. 

Francisco  Palen, 
seaaian  of  the 
Andaluza. 

Cruz  del  Carmen 
Lerez,  seaman  of 
the  Andaluza. 

Francisco  Alva- 
rez, private  of 
marines  of  the 
Andaluza. 

Commandant  of 
Nuevitas. 

Do 


Mar.    17  i  Declaration  concerning  the  capture. 

Mar.    17     Declaration  concerning  the  capture.. 

I 
Mar.    17  i  Declaration  relative  to  the  capture. 

Mar.    17     Declaration  concerning  the  capture. 


Mar.    17 


Declaration  concerning  the  cai)ture. 


Mar.    17     Declaration  concerning  the  capture. 

Mar.    17     Statement  concerning  the  capture . . 
Mar.    17  j  Statement  concerning  the  capture . . 


66 
67 

67 

68 


Mar.    17  ,  Statement  concerning  the  capture . 


I 


Mar.    19 
Mar.   20 


Copy  of  log-book  of  the  Andaluza  just  pre- 
vious to,  during,  and  after  the  capture. 

Order  transmittiug  the  proceedings  to  the 
commander  of  the  naval  station  of  Ha- 


70 
70 
71 

71 
73 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


I 


Date. 


1869. 


Subject. 


Jacobo     Aleman 

and     Francisco  ' 

de  Fradamadhes. 
I  Commandant  of  '  Mar.    "20 
j     Nuevitas. 

1  Rafael  de  Aguilar.   Mar.    24 


Jo8<i  Malcanipo.       Ai)ril  2 

Adolfo  Novarrete.j  April  3 

! 

Do I  April  2 

Do I  April  2 

I 

Do I  April  2 

I 

Do !  April  2 


Captain  General. 


Mar.    27 


Do Mar.    30 


Command't  Gen-  j  April    6 
eral  de  Marina. 

John    Reynolds, 
seaman. 

Louis  Exton,  sea- 
man. 

James       Walsh, 
seaman. 

John     Shannon,  ' 
seaman. 

Command't  Gen-  I  April    6 
eral  de  Marina.  I 


Inventory  of  articles  found   on  the  Mary  |    73 
Lowell. 

Letter  to  commandant  of  naval  station  at  1    74 
Havana,  transmitting  proceedings  in  the 
case. 

Acknowledges  the  letter  of  the  commandant  ■    74 
of   Nnevitas,    of  20th   March,  and    sug-  | 
gests  a  method  of  procedure  in  the  case. 

Order  relative  to  discharging  the  cargo  of      75 
Mary  Lowell.  I 

Notice  of  the  execution  of  the  preceding  or-  i    75 
der. 

Copy,  of  the  report  of  Domingo  de  Castro,  ,    75 
commanding  the  Guadiana,  dated  Febni-  i 
ary  25,  1869.  I 

Copy  of  the  report  of  Rnfiuo   G.  Olivares,  ;    77 
commanding   the  schooner  Africa,  dated  < 
March  23, 1869. 

Copy  of  the  reports  of  Adolfo  Robion,  com- 
manding the  Blasco  de  Garay,  dated  March 
1  and  March  9,  1869,  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  the  Mary  Lowell. 

Copy  of  the  report  of  the  commander  of  the 
Blasco  de  Garay,  date<l  March  11,  1869, 
previous  to  the  capture  of  the  Mary  Lowell. 

Incloses  to  the  commandant  general  of  ma- 
rine a  copy  of  a  communication,  dated 
March  24,  1869,  from  the  British  consul 
general  nt  Havana,  relative  to  the  capture 
of  the  Mary  Lowell,  and  the  reply  of  the 
Captain  General,  of  March  27. 

Transmits  to  the  Commandant  de  Marina  a 
copy  of  a  communication  from  the  British 
consul    general,  dated  March  27,  which 
inclosed  the  depot^itions  of  W.  I.  Wilson,  i 
'      (British  customs  officer  at  Ragged  Island,)  | 
I      and  of  George  W.  Wilson. 

Order  to  take  the  further  testimony  of  the 
seamen  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  then  on  board 
the  Gerona. 

Testimony 


Do:. 


Rafael  de  Aguilar, 

naval  auditor. 
Junta  Econ  imica. 

Commander  of 
the  Andaluza. 

Commandant  de 
Marina. 


April  7 
April  12 
April  12 
May  1 
May      5 


^) 


83 


Testimony . 
Testimony. 
Testimony . 


Order  to  release  the  crew  of  the  Mary  Low- 
ell from  solitary  confinement  on  the 
Gerona. 

Order  to  retain  the  proceedings  in  this  case 
with  the  auditor  of  the  naval  station. 

Review  of  the  case  and  decision  that  the 
Mary  Lowell  is  a  lawful  prize. 

Confirmation  of  the  decision  of  the  naval 
auditor. 

Requests  permission  to  sell  the  cargo  of  the 
Mary  Low^ell. 

Order  to  examine  condition  of  cargo  of  Mary 
Lowell. 


85 

85 
86 
87 
88 
88 

SS 
89 
93 
95 
94 
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Do '  April  22 


I  Jo86  Agasino 

I  Commander      of 
the  Andaluza. 

Bernardino     del 

Solar. 
Commandant   of 

Marine. 
Miguel      Bellon. 

Commandant    of 
Marine. 


Commandant    of 
Marine. 


43 


!  Naval  Anditor.      | 

I  I 

Prize  Court j 

Commandant    of  ' 
Marine. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr. 
Campbell. 


April  24 
May      8 


May    10 

May    12 

June     1 

Aug.     6 

1870. 
Jan.    10 

Jan.  18 
April  23 
May    21 

July     8 


Acknowledges  receipt  of  the  decision  in  the 
Mary  Lowell  case.  Repeats  his  protest  as 
to  the  illegality  of  the  capture. 

Repeats  his  request  for  copy  of  the  Anda- 
luza*s  log-book. 

Inventory  of  the  cargo  of  the  Mary  Lowell. 

Grants  authority  to  Don  Jos^  Rico  y  Cracedas 
to  sell  the  cargo  of  the  Mary  Lowell  nnder 
the  direction  of  the  marine  court. 

Report  on  the  condition  of  the  cargo  of  the 
Mary  Lowell. 

Order  for  an  appraisement  of  the  cargo  of 
the  Mary  Lowell. 

Reports  appraised  value  of  the  cargo  of  the 
Mary  Lowell. 

Order  to  send  the  proceedings  in  the  case  to 
the  minister  of  state. 

Proceedings  returned  to  the  naval  auditor 
that  notice  may  be  given  to  parties  inter- 
ested in  the  cargo  and  vessel. 

Order  to  publish  notice  to  parties  inter- 
e8te<l. 

Confirmation  of  the  decision  that  the  Mary 
Lowell  was  a  lawful  prize. 

Order  respecting  the  delivery  of  copies  of 
the  proceedings  in  the  case  to  the  United 
States. 

Copies  of  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the 
Mary  Lowell  have  been  received  and  trans- 
lated. Asking  whether  he  desires  to  make 
any  response  before  further  steps  are  taken 
by  this  govei-nment. 


97 

97 
97 


98 

99 

99 

102 

105 

107 
109 
112 

114 


2.  THE  COLONEL  LLOYD  ASPINWALL. 


Mr.  Hall   to  Mr. 
Davis. 
(No.  51.) 
Mr.  Fisli  to  Mr. 
Hall. 

(Telegram.) 
Mr.  Hall  to  Mr. 
Davis. 
(No.  58.) 

do 

(No.  62.) 

Mr.BiddletoMr. 

Davis. 

(No.  10.) 

Mr.  Fish   to  Mr. 

Lopez  Roberts. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Gen. 
Sickles. 
(No.  34.) 


1870. 
Feb.      9 

Feb. 

18 

Feb. 

18 

Feb. 

26 

Mar. 

4 

Mar.     5 


Mar. 


The  Aspinwall  seized  and  brought  into  Ha-     114 
vaua.  I 


Onler  to  report  particulars. . 
Particulare  of  the  seizure. . . 


Further  particulars  of  seizure,  with  a  copy 
of  the  master's  protest. 

Inclosing  copy  of  Mr.  Hall's  note  of  Febru- 
ary 25, 1870,  to  the  Captain  General. 

Stating  facts  of  the  seizure,  asking  release 
of  vessel,  compensation  to  owners,  and 
apology  to  United  States  government. 

Inclosing  copy  of  No.  6,  ante 
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115 

115 
119 

120 
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No. 


From  whom  anil 
to  whom. 


Date. 


10 


11 
12 
13 
14 


15 
16 
17 

18 

19 

20 
21 

22 

23 
24 

25 

26 
27 

28 


Mr.  Davis  to  Mr. 

Biddle. 
(No.  16.) 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 

Sickles. 

(Telegram.) 
Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr. 

Fish. 

(Telegram.) 
Same  to  Same. 

(No.  82.) 
do 

(Telegram.) 
Same  to  Same. 

(No.  84.) 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 

Biddle. 

(Telegram.) 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr. 

Biddle. 

(Telegram.) 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr. 

Fish. 

(Telegram.) 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr. 

Biddle. 
(No.  36.) 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 

Sickles. 

(Telegram.) 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr. 

Fish. 

(Telegram.) 
Same  to  Same. 

(No.  87.) 
Mr.   Fish  to  Mr. 

Sickles. 

(Telegram.) 
Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr. 

Fish. 
(No.  88.) 
Same  to  Same. 

(Telegram.) 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr. 

Biddle. 
(No.  42.) 
Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr. 

Fish. 

(Telegram.) 
Same  to  Same. 
(No.  98.) 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 

Biddle. 

(Telegram.) 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr. 

Fish. 

(Telegram.) 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 

Lopez  Roberts. 


!      1870. 
I  Mar.      ! 

I 

Ai>ril    ( 

April    1 


Subject. 


April 

8 

April 

9 

April 

9 

April 

9 

April  11 

April 

12 

April 

13 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  Mr.  Hall's  No.  62..!  122 


I  Ask  for  answer  about  the  Aspiuwall  and  for    122 
her  release ;  also,  Marj-  Lowell  papers. 

Orders  to  be  sent  forthwith  for  release.    In-     122 
demnity  to  be  promptly  considered. 

Details  of  interview  with  Spanish  minister.  I  122 

Orders  sent  yesterday  for  releiise ,  123 


I 


Details  of  the  foregoing  12,  ante 

Demand  release  and  telegraph  result . 


Inquire  whether  vessel  released,  and  report 
by  cable. 

Acting  Captain  General  says  he  has  no  power 
to  release  vessel. 


Hope  the  vessel  will  be  released.  The  pro- 
longed detention  m^rionsly  threatens  con- 
tinuance of  good  relations. 

April  13  Recites  telegram  from  Consul  Biddle.  Ma- 
drid authorities  give  assurances  which 
cannot  be  carried  out.  Ask  explanation, 
and  that  ordei*s  bo  sent  by  telegraph. 

April  14  I  Exjdanation  of  delay.  Shall  he  (Sickles) 
make  formal  demand  ? 


124 
•124 

125 

125 

1-^ 

125 

12« 
126 


April  15     Full  details  of  interview  reported  by  tele-  , 

graph  in  No.  19,  ante. 
April  15  '  Make  demand.    Request  orders  for  immedi-  I  12?^ 

ate  release,  to  be  sent  by  telegraph. 

April  16     Inclosing  copy  of  note  demanding  release ,  128 


April  18     Understands  that  i>eremptory  orders  have  I  129 

I      been  sent  for  release. 
April  20     Mr.  Sickles  has  been  instructed  to  demand     129 
release  of  the  Aspinwall.  | 

April  22  I  Orders  have  been  sent  for  release,  based  upon     13C* 
Mr.  Fish's  note  to  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts.  | 


Inclosing  copy  of  the  note  from  the  minister     130 
of  state  announcing  that  orders  ha<l  been 
sent  for  the  release. 

Has  the  Aspinwall  been  released  ?  Reply  by  I  130 
telegraph.  '        ' 


April  22 
April  27 
April  27  I  Vessel  has  not  been  released I  1«^1 


April  28  I  Asking  why  the  orders  of  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment nave  not  been  carried  out. 


131 
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11 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date.      I 


Subject. 


30  I  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 
I     Biddle. 

i      (Telegram.) 

31  1  Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr. 

Fish. 

(Telegram.) 
:e    Mr.  Davis  to  J. 
M.Requa&Co. 

33  Mr.  Lopez   Rob- 
I  erts  to  Mr.  Fish. 

34  I  Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr. 
I      Fish. 

I      (Telegram.) 
'^o  I  Mr.  Davis  to  Mr. 
Biddle. 
*      (Telegram.) 
:J6  I  Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr. 
Davis. 
(No.  88.) 
:57  I  Mr.  Fish  to   Mr. 
Biddle. 
(Telegram.) 

38  !  J.  M.  Requa    & 
I   Co.  to  Mr.  Fish. 

39  .  Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr. 

Davis. 
(No.  102.) 

40  Same  to  same. 

(No.  109.) 

41  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 

Lopez  Roberts. 

42  Mr.  Davis  to  Mr. 

Biddle. 
I      (Telegram.) 

43  I  Mr.  Lopez   Rob- 
,  erts  to  Mr.  Fish. 

44  I  Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr. 

Davis. 
(No.  141.) 

45  ;  Mr.  Lopez  Rob- 
I  erts  to  Mr.  Fish. 

4<5  I  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 
Lopez  Roberts. 


46j  Same  to  same. 

47  I  Mr.  Lopez   Rob- 
'  erts  to  Mr.  Fish. 

48  I  Mr.  Fish  to    Mr. 

Lopez  Roberts. 

49  I  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 

Jno.  S.  Williams. 

50  ,  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 
'  J.M.  Requa  &  Co. 


1870. 
April  28 


Inquire  cause  of  non-execution  of  orders,  and 
telegraph  reply. 


April  28  I  Vessel  released  at  3  p.  m 


April  29  I  Informing  them  as  owners  of  the  release  of 
the  vessel. 
Informing  him  of  the  release  of  the  vessel 


I  April  29 

I 

I  ^\pril  30 

April  30 

April  30 

May      1 

May      6 

May      7 

May  12 
May  25 
May    25 

May  30 
June     1 


Shall  he  deliver  vessel  to  Admiral  Poor  ? 


Owners  have  given  orders  to  receive  vessel. . .    132 


to 

es 


131 

131 

132 
132 
132 


Containing  account  of  the  transfer  of  the 
vessel. 


133 


Does  agent  for  owner  receive  vessel  f •  135 


I 


Desire  indemnity  for  capture.  Are  willing 
to  submit  case  to  referees. 

The  agents  have  received  the  vessel.  Sur- 
vey has  been  made  to  ascertain  amount 
of 'injury.     Copy  of  report. 

RejKjrts  sailing  of  the  Aspinwall 


the 


135 
136 

138 

139 


Proposing    arbitration     to    determine 

amount  of  injury  to  the  vessel. 
Inquire  and  report^  whether  Green  (cook  of  I  139 

the  Aspinwall)  died  in  a  dungeon. 


I 


Mr.  Fish's  proposition  has  been  sent  to  Mad- 
rid by  cable. 

The  place  where  Green  died  is  a  high,  dry 
room,  looking  on  a  sx>acious  court-yard. 


139 
140 


June  16  I  Asking  as  to  the  proposed  arbitration ■  149 

June  17 


June  22 
June  23 
Jime  23 

July  7 
July      7 


Acknowledges  his  note  of  16th  June,  inform-  |  141 

ing  Mr.  Fish  of  agreement  of  Spanish  gov-  i 

ernment  to  an  arbitration,  and  states  that 

United  States  will  name  a  referee. 
Desires  to  know  if  Mr.  Roberts  has  appoint-     141 

ed  a  referee. 
Has  api>ointed  John  M.  Ceballos  lus  referee     141 

on  part  of  Spain. 
Mr.  John  S.  Williams,  of  the  iirm  of  Wil-     142 

liams  &  Guion,  appointed  referee  on  part 

of  United  St^ites. 
Instructions  to  Mr.  Williams  as  referee , 


Mr.  John   S.  W"illiams  is  selected  and  in- 
structed iis  referee. 


142 
143 
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3.  THE  CHAMPION. 


No. 


From  whom  ami 
to  whom. 


I 


I 


10 

11  ! 

12  I 

13  I 

i 

I 
15  ; 

16 


Mr.BiddletoMr. 
Davis. 

(No.  8.) 

Samo  to  8ame. 

(No.  19.) 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr. 
Biddle. 
(No.  20.) 
Same  to  same. 

(No.  28.) 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr. 
Davis. 
(No.  47.) 
Same  to  same. 

(No.  57.) 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 
Biddle. 
(Telegranj.) 
Mr.    Parsons   to 
Mr.  Davis. 
(No.  16.) 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr. 
Biddle. 
(No.  38.) 
Same  to  same. 

(No.  42.) 
Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr. 
Fish. 

(Telegram.) 
Same  to  same. 

(No.  94.) 
Mr.BiddletoMr. 
Fish. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr. 
Davis. 
(No.  130.) 
Same  to  same. 

(No.  143.) 
Mr.  Fish  to  Gen- 
eral Sickles. 
(No.  60.) 


Date. 


1870. 
Mar.      4 


Subject. 


i  £ 


W 


Inclosing  two  dispatches  from  Mr.  PhiUips 
and  one  from  Mr.  Parsons,  at  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  giving  account  of  the  seizure  of 
I      the  Champion.  ; 

Mar.    10     Inclosing  further  dispatches  from  Mr.  Phil-    144 

lips. 
Mar.   23     As  to  release  of  seamen  of  the  Champion..     145 


April     1     No  representations  yet  made  to  department.'  li') 

April     1  I  Has  asked  release  of  seamen.    Copy  of  re-  j  146 
I      quest.    They  will  be  discharged  as  soon  | 
I      as  their  depositions  are  taken.  | 

April    8     Further  on  same  subject ;  146 

I  ' 

April    9  I  Ask  for  immediate  release |  147 

April  16     Crew  released ;  on  board  the  Severn ,  14T 


I  April  18 

I 
April  20 

April  21 

April  21 
April  27 


Instructed  to  ask  compensation  147 


No  official  account  of  the  seizure  of  the    147 

Champion  reached  Madrid. 
Champion  seized  under  suspicion  of  having    14r^ 

been  engaged  in  unlawful  voyage. 

Transmitting  Spanish  official  account  of  the  I  14-^ 
seizure. 


Surrender  of  the  crew. 


152 


May    27     Claim  for  damages  and  correspondence  relat-    152 
ing  thereto. 

June     3  j  Spanish  minister  at  Washington  will  be  in-  |  155 

I      formed  of  the  decision  of  the  authorities.  . 
June     9  ;  Spanish  explanations  in  General  Sickles's  No.  |  155 
94,  anUj  deemed  unsatisfactory. 


4.  THE  SCHOOXKR  LIZZIE  MAJOR  AND  PA.SSENGER.S. 

The  schooner  Lizzie  Major  overhauled  at  sea,  between  Caibarien  and  New  Orleans, 
and  two  passengers  taken  from  her.  They  were  carried  to  Remedios  and  impris- 
oned. Subsequently  they  were  released  and  the  act  disavowed  bj'  the  Spanish 
government.     Page  156. 

5.   THE  SLOOP  FULTON. 

The  Fulton  arriving  at  Havana  from  Key  West,  the  captain's  life  was  threatened 
by  volunteers,  for  supposed  complicity  with  the  insurgents.  The  government  fur- 
nished a  convoy  to  take  the  vessel  to  sea.    Page  156. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INJURIES   TO   AMERICAN    CITIZENS   IN   CUBA. 


13 


II.— LIST  OP  PERSONS  SAID  TO  BE  CITIZENS  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES 
AND  TO  HAVE  BEEN  EXECUTED  WITHOUT  PROPER  TRIAL  DURING 
THE  HOSTILITIES  IN  CUBA,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  CORRESPONDENCE 
SHOWING  SOME  OP  THE  STEPS  TAKEN  IN  REFERENCE  THERETO. 

Page. 

1.  Charles  Spcakman  and  Albert  Wyeth 157 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr. 
Fish. 
(No.  49.) 


1869. 
Juno  24 


Mr.  Phillips  to  Mr.    June   19  ! 

Fish.  ! 

Same  to  same.       ,  June  25  i 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  |  June  29  i 
Fish. 
(No.  57.) 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  |  July     7  j 
Plumb. 
(No.  20.) 
Mr.  Fish  to  Gen.  .  Aug.    10 
Sickles. 
(No.  9.) 


Gen.  Sickles 
Mr.  Fish. 

(No.  15.) 
Same  to  same. 

(No.  17.) 

Same  to  same. 
(No.  29.) 


to  i  Sept.     8 


Sept.  14 


Nov.      2 


1870. 
Feb.    18 


Mr.  Fish  to  Gen 
Sickles. 
(No.  30.) 
'  Same  to  same.         Mar.     9 
(No.:55.) 

Gen.    Sickles  to  •  Mar.    15 
Mr.  Fish. 
(No.  69.) 
;  Same  to  same.       i  Mar.   27 

(No.  78.) 
,  Mr.  Fish  to  Gen.  ,  April  18 
Sickles. 
(No.  44.) 
'  Mr.  Lopez  Rob-  ]  June     1 
1      ertstoMr.Fish. 


Inclosing  letter  from  Mr.  Phillii>s,  acting       157 
consul  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  giving  in- 
formation of  the  summary  execution  of 
Charles  Speakman,  a  citizen  of  the  United  1 
States. 

Same  subject,  inclosing  the  declaration  of      159 
Speakman. 

Transmitting  information  about  summary       161 
execution  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  of  Albert  ; 
Wyeth,  an  American  citizen,  with  Wy-  ' 
eth's  statement  about  himself  and  Speak- 
man. i 

Same  subject '(    163 


A  vessel  of  war  will  proceed  to  Santiago  •     164 
de  Cuba  to  investigate  cases  of  SpeaK-  i 
man  and  Wyeth. 

Instructing  him  to  demand  compensation  i    165 
for  the  families  of  Spe»kman  and  W^yeth ;  ^ 
to  require  that  citizens  of  the  United  < 
States  shall  be  inv«'Sted  with  as  broad  ' 
rights  as  those  of  other  countries ;  and  ' 
to  protest,  in  the  name  of  the  President, 
against  longer  carrying  on  war  in  this 
barbarons  manner. 

Inclosing  cony  of  his  note  to  Mr.  Becerra       166 
as  to  Speakman  and  Wyeth,  «&c.,  under 
instruction  No.  9,  (aw/e,  No.  71.) 

Report    has    been  called  for  in  cases  of      168 
S[>eaknian  and  Wyeth.    Reparation  will 
be  made,  if  facts  are  found  as  alleged. 

Inclosing  copy  of  Mr.  Silvela's  note  as  to       16m 
Speakman   and  Wyetli,  and    of  his  re- 
joinde*-.    Spanish  minister  says  Speak- 
man was  executed  in  conformity  with  law. 

Instructed  to  again  call  attention  of  the  ,    174 

Spanish  government  to  these  cases,  and 

to  ask  for  early  settlement. 
Inclosing  affidavit  of  Edward  Welch,  mas-  ,    175 

ter  of  Grapeshot.    Tlie  department  does 

not  credit  it. 
Inclosing  copy  of  note  to  foreign  minister       175 

renewing  demand. 

Inclosing  copy  of  reply  of  foreign  minister       176 

rejecting  the  claim. 
Department  not  disposed  to  modify  its  in-       178 

structions. 

Transmitting  affidavit  of  Welch,  the  mas-       179 
ter  of  the  Grapeshot,  and  claiming  that  1 
it  establishes  that  Speakman  and  Wyeth 
knew  of  the  object  of  the  expedition,  and 
formed  part  of  it. 
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2.  Georgo  Bodel 182 

3.  Samuel  Alexander  Cobner lr*2 

4.  Vicente  Duuui,  (or  Dawney) lr^2 

5.  Jnan  Francisco  Portuondo 1H*> 

6.  Charles  J.  Polhaiuiis IS^i 

7.  Ernest  Maearty IM 

III.— LIST  OF  PERSONS  SAID  TO  BE  CITIZENS  OF  TUB  UNITED  STATES 
WHOSE  PROPERTIES  ARE  SAID  TO  HAVE  BEEN  CONFISCATED  OR 
EMBARGOED  DURING  THE  HOSTILITIES  IN   CUBA. 

1.  Jo8^.  Garcia  Angarica 184 

2.  Joa<iuin  Garcia  Angarica 185 

3.  Inocencio  Casanova Irt" 

4.  Jo8<^  N.  Casanova 1^ 

5.  Ramon  Fernandez  Criado  y  Gomez iJ^*^ 

6.  Joaquin  Delgado 189 

7.  Danford,  Knowlton  &  Co 189 

8.  Felix  Goviny  Pinto W 

9.  Jos^Govin  y  Pinto 19(» 

10.  Eusebio  Guiteras 191 

11.  Jos<5  de  Je^ns  Hernandez  y  Macias 191 

12.  Cristobal  Madan 192 

13.  Thomas  J.  Mora 193 

14.  FanstoMora 19:5 

15.  Martin  Mueses 194 

16.  Ramon  Ri  vas  y  Lamar 195 

17.  John  C.  Rozas 195 

18.  Moses  Taylor  &  Co 190 

19.  Louis  C.  Madeira 197 

20.  Aiirelio  Araugo 197 

IV. — LIST  OF  PERSONS  SAID  TO  BE  CITIZENS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
WHO  ARE  SAID  TO  HAVE  BEEN  UNLAWFULLY  IMPRISONED  AND  HELD 
"INCOMUNICADO^  DURING  THE  HOSTILITIES   IN  CUBA. 

Pag*'. 

1.  Jo8<5  Vicente  Brito 19f 

2.  Theodore  Cabias 199 

3.  Emilio  F.  Cabada 199 

4.  Lucas  A.  do  Castro 2(Hf 

5.  Joseph  Duany 201 

6.  Gabriel  Suarez  del  Villar 201 

7.  James  M.  Edwards 203 

8.  Charles  Jemot 204 

9.  Douglass  McGregor 2t)5 

10.  Thomas  Miranda 205 

11.  John  E.  Powers 206 

12.  Mrs.  William  S.  Lynn,  Mrs.  Prats,  and  Misses  Eliza  and  Aurelia  Cudlipp 206 

13.  Augustin  Santa  Rosa 208 

14.  F.  A.  Schultz 208 

15.  Dr.  A.T.  Simmons 20l> 

16.  James  Tat« 209 

V. — LIST  OF  PERSONS  SAID  TO  BE  CITIZENS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
WHO  ARE  SAID  TO  HAVE  BEEN  UNLAWFULLY  IMPRISONED  DURING 
THE   HOSTILITIES  IN   CUBA,  BUT   NOT   HELD   '*  INCOMUNICADO." 

Page. 

L  George  Abd 211 

2.  Emilio  dd  Silva 211 

3.  Rafael   Estrada 211 

4.  Henry  Fritot 212 

5.  Gregorio  Gonzalez  y  Curbelo 212 
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Page. 

().  John  A.  Macliado 213 

7.  Angel  Morales 214 

??.  Jo96  Maria  Ortega 214 

9.  Peter  Patchot ! 215 

10.  Sebastian  Pintado 215 

11.  Andrew  White 216 

12.  Estevan  B.  Valla 216 

13.  Josi^  Manuel  Ponce  de  Leon 217 

14.  James  M.  Miller 217 

15.  JohnB.Latte : 218 

16.  Michael  M.  Kelley 218 

17.  Juan  Francisco  Gonzalez 219 

IS.  Bamon  Dueouger 219 

19.  James  F.  Winters 219 

20,  John  Williamson 220 

VI.— LIST  OF  THE  DECREES'  OF  THE  SPANISH  AUTHORITIES  IN  CUBA 
(SO  FAR  AS  KNOW^N  TO  THIS  DEPARTMENT)  UNDER  WHICH  THEY 
CLAI3I  TO  HAVE  ACTED  IN  THE  SEVERAL  SEIZURES,  ARRESTS,  IM- 
PRISONirEN  rS,  EXECUTIONS,  EMBARGOES,  AND  CONFISCATIONS  RE- 
FERRED TO. 


No. 


Subject. 


Page. 


Crimes  of  **  infideucia'*  to  be  tried  by  court-martial *      220 

Definition  of  **  intidencia  " 220 

Mr.  Plumb's  dispatch,  No.  127,  dated  August  26,  1869,  gives  a  summary         221 
of  the  several  decrees  of  embargo,  and  incloses :  1.  Decree  of  embarj^o  of  j 
properties  of  Morales  Lemus  and  fifteen  others ;  2.  Further  proceedings  , 
as  to  same ;  3.  Decree  establishing  mode  of  proceeding  in  such  cases ;  4. 
Creation  of  a  court  for  embargoed  property ;  5.  Administrative  council 
onlered  ;   6.  Further  provisions  as  to  sale  of  embargoed  property  ;  7. 
Further  provisions  as  to  same. 


VIL— ADDITIONAL  CORRESPONDENCE,  SHOWING  STEPS  TAKEN  IN  REF- 
ERENCE TO  SUCH  SEIZURES  OF  AMERICAN  VESSELS,  TO  SUCH 
EMBARGOES  OR  CONFISCATIONS  OF  PROPERTY,  AND  TO  SUCH  IMPRIS- 
ONMENT OF  PERSONS  CLAIMING  TO  BE  CITIZENS  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 


^Q     From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  HaU  to 
Hunter. 
(No.  17.) 


Mr. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 
Lopez  Roberts. 


Date. 


1869. 
Mar.    27 


April    3 


Subject! 


Transmitting  decree  of  Captain  General  au- 
thorizing capture  on  the  high  seas  of  ves- 
sels carrying  men,  arms,  munitions,  or 
efiects  in  aid  of  insurgents,  and  directing 
execution,  as  pirates,  of  persons  so  cap- 
tnied. 

Calling  attention  to  Captain  Genorars  decree 
of  March  24th,  and  informing  him  that 
United  States  citizens  have  the  right  to 
carry  on  the  high  seas  articles  destined 
for  the  enemies  of  Spain,  subject  to  seizure 
of  such  as  may  be  contraband  of  war,  or 
to  capture  for'  violation  of  a  lawfully  es- 
tablished blockade.  Persistence  in  the 
decree  will  endanger  friendly  relations. 


229 


230 
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XT     ;  Froni  whom  and        t^«*.^ 
No-  I         to  whom.  ^»*"'- 


Subject. 


1869. 
3  :  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.     April  30 
Lopez  Roherts. 


4       Sanu"  to  same.       Mav    10 


5     Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.     Mav    11 
Hale. 


I 


6  I  Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.     Julv      8 
i      Fish. 
1  (No.  6(1.) 

I 


7     Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.     July    16 
I      Lopez  Roberts.  ; 


S  ;  Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr. 

July 

21 

1       Fish. 

(No.  a3.) 

9  1  Mr.   Fish  to  Mr. 

Aujj. 

U 

Lopez  Loberts. 

10  I 

u  ! 

12  I 
13 


Mr.Lopez  Rol>erts  j  Aug.    12 
to  Mr.  Fish.        ; 

1870. 
Mr.  i'ish  to  Mr.  ;  Jan.    21 

Lopez  Roberts.  ! 
Mr.LopezRoberts  i  Feli.    28 

to  Mr.  Fish. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  i  Juiu- 
Lopez  Roberts.  ! 


9 


The  President  has  seen  with  regret  the  de-  ,  231 
cree  of  April  1,  forbidding  alienation  of  I 
property  in  Cuba.    Desires  that  it  may  be  | 
modified  so  as  not  t<i  be  applicable  to  prop-  ; 
erties  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Protesting   in    the  interests  of  civilisation     231 
and  humanity  against  Count  Valmaseda's 
proclamation.  i 

Directing  him  to  make  representations  to    232 
the  S])anish  government  against  Count 
A'alnijiseda^s  proclamation.  Informing  him 
of  the  proclanmtion  a.s  to  vessels,  and  that 
it  has  been  modified. 

InclosinjBj  Captain  General's  decree  of  July  232 
7,  closing  certain  i>orts,  declaring  voya^ 
with  arms,  ammunition,  or  crow  for  the  in- 
surgents, illegal,  and  directing  cruisers  on 
the  hijrh  seas  to  exercise  the  rights  stipu- 
lated tor  by  the  treaty  of  1795  with  the 
United  States,  and  to  bring  into  i>ort  ves- 
sels found  enemies. 

Calling  attention  to  proclamation  of  Captain  '  233 

General  of  July  7,  as  to  rights   claimed  I 
•  over  vessels  of  the  United  Ktat<js  on  the  | 
high  seas^  under  the  treaty  of  1795,  &c.    It  | 
assumes  ^jower  over  the  commerce  of  the  | 
United  States  that  can  only  be  permitted  in  { 
time  of  war.     Unit-ed  Stat-es  will  not  yield  t 
right  to  carry  contraband  of  war  iu'tinie  I 
of  peace ;  will  not  permit  their  vessels  to  ', 
be  intertered  with  on  the  high  seaa  except  ' 
in  time  of  war.    Treaty  of  1795  confers 
no  rights  over  vessels  of  the  United  States  , 
in  time  of  peace.    If  Spain  is  at  war  it  ; 
should  be  known,  in  order  that  notice  be 
immediately  given  of  the  restrictions  that  ' 
such  state  entails  npou  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States.    Mr.  Fish  aAks  whether 
Spain  recognizes  a  state  of  war  as  exist-  , 
ing,  and  stat  s  that  a  continuance  of  the 
decree  or  any  attempt  to  enforce  it  will  be 
regarded  as  a  recognition  by  Spain  of  a  . 
state  of  war  with  Cuba. 

Tnmsmitting  modifications  of  Captain  Gen-    33<i 
eral's  decree  of  July  7,  as  to  search  of  ves-  i 
sels  on  the  high  seas.  ' 

Asking  whether  Mr.  Roberta  has  been  an-  ,  236 
thorized  to  adjust  matters  growing  out  of  \ 
the  interconrse  with  Cuba  so  as  to  avoid  i 
delay  of  reference  to  Madrid.  ' 

He  has  authority  to  settle  such   cases  by  I  237 
agreement  with   the  Captain  General  of ' 
Cuba,  except  in  certain  cases  named. 

As  to  modifications  of  the  decroe  forbidding  j  237 
alienation  of  property.  | 

Defending  the  decree  as  one  necessary  for  '  23?^ 
the    maintenance  of   Spanish    authority 
under  the  circumstances. 

Concerni  ug  the  embargoes  of  estates  and  the    239 
imprisonment  of  the  persons  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  in  Cuba  in  execution  of 
the  arbitrary  decrees  of  the  Captain  Gen-  , 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


1870. 


14  i  Mr.  Davis  to  Mr^ 

Lopez  Roberts.* 

15  Mr.LopezRoberts 
I      to  }klr.  Fish. 


16    Mr.  Fish  to  (Jen. 
Sickles. 
'         (No.  66.) 


ir  I 


le 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 

Lopez  Roberts. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Gen. 

Sickles. 

(No.  67.) 


June   18 
June  24 


June  24 


June  30 
July      1 


Subject. 


eral,  which  had  been  previously  protested 
ag^ainst  by  the  United  States.  Such  em- 
bargoes and  arrests  are  in  violation  of  the 
rights  guaranteed  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States  l)y  the  treaty  of  1795.  Incloses  a 
list  of  complaints  on  these  heads  np  to 
datCj  and  asks  Mr.  Roberts,  in  the  exercise 
of  his  plenary  powers,  to  arrest  these  in- 
fractious,  to  cause  the  properties  to  be  re- 
stored, and  the  persons  arrested  to  be  set 
free,  or  to  be  tried  in  the  ordinary  forms 
of  law;  or,  if  his  powers  have  ceased, 
then  to  so  notify  Mr.  Fish.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  reserves  the 
right  to  make  further  claims  of  this  kind. 

Asks  to  hffi^  the  estates  of  Mr.  Joseph  Her- 
nandez Co^red. 

His  po^fors  did  not  authorize  him  to  inter- 
fere m-  oases  of  arrest  or  imprisonment, 
and  ttey  have  been  revoked  in  conse- 
quence of  the  favorable  condition  of  affairs 
in  Cuba. 

Incloses  a  copy  of  the  note  of  June  9th  to 
Mr.  Roberts.    Mr.  Roberts  being  without 

Eowers,  General  Sickles  is  instructed  to 
ring  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  the 
Spanish  government. 
Asking  to  nave  the  estates  of  Mr.  Eusebio 

Guiteras  restored. 
Transmitting  copy  of  Mr.  Roberts's  note  of 
June  24th.  Hoped  that  arrests  and  embar- 
goes will  cease  and  immediate  reparation 
be  made  for  those  that  have  taken  place. 


243 
243 

244 

245 
245 


S.  Ex.  Doc.  108 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


I.— LIST  OF  AMERICAN  VESSELS  SEIZED  BY  THE  SPANISH  ATJTHOBITIES 
DUBING  THE  HOSTILITIES  IN  CUBA,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  COBBE- 
SPONDENCE  SHOWING  WHAT  STEPS,  IF  ANY,  HAVE  BEEN  TAKEN  IN 
REFERENCE  THERETO. 

1.— THE  MABY  LOWELL. 

No.  1. 

Mr.  HaU  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Telegram.] 

Havana,  March  23, 1869.— (Received  March  23.) 
iDformation  is  received  from  our  consul  at  Nassau,  that  the  American 
brig  Mary  Lowell  was  captured  at  Bagged  Island  by  a  Spanish  war 
steamer.    I  send  full  particulars  to  Admiral  HoflF,  now  at  Key  West, 
and  by  steamer  to  New  York  to-morrow. 


No.  2. 
Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  12.]  Havana,  March  23, 1869.— (Received  March  30.) 

To-day  I  sent  the  department  the  following  telegram :  "  Information 
is  received  from  our  consul  at  Nassau  that  the  American  brig  Mary 
Lowell  was  captured  at  Bagged  Island,  the  15th,  by  a  Spanish  war 
steamer.  1  send  full  particulars  to  Admiral  Hoft',  now  at  Key  West, 
and  by  steamer  to  New  York  to-morrow." 

I  have  the  honor  to  accompany  herewith  the  following  inclosures  rela- 
ting to  the  case : 

No.  1.  Letter  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Nassau. 

No.  2.  Copy  of  an  extra  Nassau  Herald  of  the  19th  instant. 

No.  3.  Copies  of  communications,  &c.,  sent  to  the  British  consul  gen- 
eral at  this  port  by  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  documents  that  the  brig  Mary 
Lowell  was  at  Bagged  Island,  where  she  had  been  watched  for  a  number 
of  days  by  the  Spanish  war  steamer  Andaluza  or  Andalusia.  That  the 
master  of  the  brig  had  left  her  some  days  previous,  and  had  gone  to 
New  York  via  Nassau,  leaving  her  in  charge  of  Mr.  Waited  J.  Wilson. 
That  on  the  15th  instant,  while  Mr.  Wilson  was  moving  the  brig  from 
the  man-of-war  anchorage  to  the  inner  harbor,  the  commander  of  the 
Spanish  gunboat  took  forcible  possession  of  the  brig,  and  soon  after- 
wards sailed  with  her  in  tow  in  a  southwesterly  direction.  It  also  ap- 
pears that  one  of  the  Peruvian  monitors  made  its  appearance  at  the 
port  at  about  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  brig.    Copies  of  these  inclo- 
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sures  have  been  sent  to  Admiral  Hoff,  now  at  Key  West,  who  has  prob- 
ably communicated  to  his  department  all  of  interest  they  may  contain. 

The  abave  information  has  reached  this  port  by  the  British  gnnboat 
ChenJi^^f^he  consul  general  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  has  kindly 
permpfea  me^||D  take  copies  of  all  the  documents  that  have  been  sent  to 
him  1^  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas. 

The  'wheri^oats  of  the  steamer  and  captured  brig  is  not  known ;  snffi* 
cient  tiniS'lias  elapsed  for  them  to  have  arrived  at  this  port,  but  it  is 
generally  believed  that  they  have  gone  to  some  eastern  port  of  the 
island. 


[Iiiclosnre  1  in  No.  2.) 
Mr.  KirkjMtrick  to  Mr.  Hall. 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  Mardi  19, 18(59. 

I  have  the  houor  to  inform  you  that  on  tho  15th  instant,  whilst  lying  in  Britifik 
waters,  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  of  New  York,  was  captared  by  the  Spanish 
war  Hteamer  Andalusia,  and  whilst  under  the  charge  of  a  British  custom-honse  oflBcer, 
in  whose  charge  she  had  been  left  by  her  master,  who  had  gone  to  New  York  for  orders, 
his  vessel  having  been  detained  there  for  some  time  by  this  Spanish  steamer  or  steam- 
ers ;  the  statement  of  the  collector  and  other  sworn  statements  sent  to  the  British 
consul  at  Havana  by  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  who  has  sent  the  British  war 
steamer  Cherub  to  Havana  with  dispatches  to  the  consul. 

I  requested  bis  excellency  to  ask  the  consul  to  show  you  the  statements  made, 
which  he  will  doubtless  do.  It  was  the  most  dastardly  and  insulting  offense  ever  com- 
mitted, both  upon  the  British  and  American  governments,  and  will  doubtless  be  folly 
avenged  by  both.  It  is  expected  that  the  steamer  took  her  inglorious  prize  to  Havana. 
8he  was  captured  at  a  place  called  Ragged  Island,  one  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  and 
w^ithin  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  entrance  of  the  inner  harbor,  to  which  place  she 
was  about  entering  for  greater  safety  from  the  elements,  and  the  Spanish  steamsr  had 
also  a  pilot  on  board,  to  go  in  likewise,  all  of  which  you  wiU  find  on  perusal  of  the  pa- 
pers sent  to  the  British  consul  by  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas. 

I  need  not  suggest  what  is  proper  to  be  done.  I  think  in  aU  probability  the  admiral 
may  be  with  you,  and  having  the  advantjige  of  the  telegraph  to  get  instructions  if  you 
should  deem  them  necessary,  (an  advantage  we  have  not,)  will  enable  you  to  see  your 
way  clear  to  vindicate  our  national  honor. 

N.  B. — I  inclose  you  copy  of  the  Nassau  Herald,  containing  a  brief  account  of  the 
transaction. 


[Inclosnre  2  in  No.  8. J 
[From  the  Nassau  Herald,  extra,  Friday,  March  19,  1869.] 

<iREAT  INSULT  TO  THE  BRITISTI  AND  AMERICAN  FLAGS  BY  A  SPANISH  MAN-OF-WAR- 
CAPTURE  OF  THE  AMERICAN  BRI(J  MARY  LOWELL  IN  AN  ENGLISH  PORT  OF  ENTRY- 
GREAT  EXCITEMENT  AT  RAGGED   ISLAND. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  schooner  Margaret  from  Ragged  Island,  which  port  she  left  ou 
the  16th  instant,  we  have  been  put  in  possession  of  the  following  startling  intelligence 
by  Mr.  Walter  Wilson,  the  custom-house  officer,  stationed  at  the  above  port,  who 
states  that  he  was  on  board  of  and  in  charge  of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell  in  the 
capacities  of  pilot  and  custom-house  officer,  and  that  he  had  been  so  for  a  perio<l  of 
eighteen  days,  and  that  he  had  the  hatchways  sealed  down  with  the  seal  of  ner  Maj- 
esty^s  customs.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  15th,  about  20  minutes  past  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  I 
was  in  the  act  removing  the  brig  Mary  Lowell  from  man-of-war  anchorage  to  a  safer  place 
known  as  the  "  harbor/'  when  1  was  ordered  to  heave  to  and  lower  my  sails  by  the 
commander  of  the  Spanish  gunboat  Andalusia,  who  finding  that  I  did  not  do  so  at  once, 
gave  the  order  three  times  in  a  loud  voice  to  fire  into  us.  Upon  this  I  immediately 
hove  to,  when  a  boat  came  alongside,  containing  fifteen  men,  well  armed,  under  the 
command  of  two  officers,  one  of  whom  demanded  permission  to  come  ou  board.  I 
replied  that  he  might  do  so  as  a  private  individual,  but  not  in  an  official  capacity, 
upon  which  he  came  on  board.  We  had  not,  however,  been  in  conversation  more  than 
a  minute  or  so,  when  an  order  from  the  captain  of  the  gunboat  was  given  to  the  men 
in  the  boat  to  board  the  brig,  which  they  accordingly  did,  and  immediately  took 
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fonual  possession  of  the  vessel.  I  may  here  mention  that  the  order,  three  times  given, 
to  fire  into  ns  was  prevented  from  being  carried  into  execution  by  an  officer  who  placed 
his  hand  on  the  cap  of  the  gnn  to  prevent  its  being  iired. 

I  remonstrated  with  the  officer  who  boarded  me  (who,  by  the  way,  could  speak 
English  flnently)  in  as  energetic  a  manner  as  was  consistent  with  my  duty,  asking 
him  whether  he  was  aware  of  the  illegality  and  gravity  of  the  act  which  he  was  about 
to  commit,  and  whether  he  knew  that  the  brig  Mary  Lowell  under  my  charge  was  an 
American  vessel,  and  that  she  wa«  in  British  waters  and  under  British  protection,  and, 
moreover,  that  I  was  an  officer  in  the  employ  of  her  Majesty's  government  of  the  Baha- 
mas, to  which  he  replied,  "  that  lie  was  only  obeying  the  orders  of  his  superior  officer." 
He  then  ordered  me  to  get  in  the  boat  and  go  on  board  the  gunboat,  as  the  commander 
wanted  to  see  me.  I  then,  with  the  six  men  that  were  with  me  in  the  brig,  four  of 
which  belonged  to  her,  and  two  whom  I  had  brought  from  the  shore,  got  into  the  boat 
and  proceed^  to  the  Spanish  man-of-war.  On  going  on  board  I  asked  the  captain 
what  his  intentions  were  and  what  he  wanted  with  me,  to  which  he  simply  replied 
that  I  mnst  at  once  go  on  shore ;  to  enable  me  to  do  so  he  gave  me  the  boat  belonging 
to  Mary  Lowell,  in  w^hich  my  brother,  George  W.  Wilson,  who  was  on  board  the  man- 
of-war,  together  with  myself,  and  the  two  men  from  the  shore,  reached  the  land.  The 
other  four  men  belonging  to  the  brig,  who  were  all  British  subjects,  were  detained  as 
prisoners  on  board  the  Spanish  gunboat.  During  the  entire  of  the  above  proceedings, 
as  narrated  by  me,  the  American  flag  was  flying  from  the  main  peak  of  the  brig  until 
I  was  obliged  to  lower  my  sails,  when  it  was  carried  to  the  side  of  the  vessel  and  spread 
over  the  rail.  On  our  leaving  the  Mary  Lowell  the  American  flag  wa«  removed,  and 
almost  immediately  afterwards  the  brig  was  made  fast  to  the  gunboat  and  procc^eded 
with  to  sea,  in  a  southwesterly  direction.  Such  is  the  plain  aud  simple  statement  of 
an  officer  iu  her  Migesty's  customs,  of  as  gross  an  insult  as  ever  was  ofl'ered  to  the 
British  flag — an  outrage  so  wanton  aud  unpardonable  in  it«  nature  as  to  immediately 
demand  that  the  most  prompt  and  vigorous  measures  lie  at  once  adopted  by  our  go^-- 
emment  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the  British  Empire. 


The  good  people  of  Ragged  Island  are  represented  to  bo  iu  a  high  state  of  excite- 
ment in  consequence  of  this  insult  to  their  flag,  and  were  oven  desirous  of  proceeding 
to  extremities  in  consequence  of  some  threats  which  were  made  from  time  to  time  by 
the  commander  of  the  Spanish  war  vessel  Andalusia. 


[InclofiTirc  3  in  Xo.  9.  J 
Mr,  Dremresy  to  Mr.  Siraluin, 

Recriver  Gknerai/8  Office,  March  19, 1869. 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  the  information  of  his  excellency,  the  governor,  the 
accompanying  letters  and  inclosures,  just  received  from  the  collector  of  revenue  at 
Ragged  Island,  reporting  the  crfjiture  of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell  within  three- 
qnartcrs  of  a  mile  from  the  shore  by  the  Spanish  war  steamer  Andaluza. 


[Incloanrr  4  in  No.  2.  ] 

Mr.  Hollar  to  Receiver  General. 

Port  of  Ragged  Isijind, 

Bevenue  Ofice^  March  15,  1869. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  iny  arrival  on  the  8th  instant,  and  visited  the  Spanish  war 
steamer  Andalusia  and  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  which  has  been  reported  in 
distress ;  they  were  lying  at  anchor  at  the  south  end  of  the  island,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  shore ;  the  steamer  is  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  brig. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Wilson,  who  acted  in  my  absence,  went  on  board  with  me,  reported  the 
brig  and  cargo  to  be  the  same  as  when  she  left  the  harbor.  Having  found  the  store- 
room open,  where  four  cases  of  merchandise  were,  I  sealed  up  the  same.  I  found  the 
hatches  locked :  the  keys  were  delivered  to  me. 

Mr.  Walter  Wilson,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  brig  Mary  Lowell,  by  a  letter  from 
tho  captain,  who  had  to  leave  this  port  for  Nqw  York  by  way  of  Nassau,  befoiB  my 
arrival,  reported  her  to  be  leaking,  and  for  fear  of  further  damage  he  will  bring  her 
into  harbor.    I  expect  she  will  come  in  this  evening.    The  captain  of  the  war  steamer 
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Andalusia  tells  me  if  the  brig  comes  into  the  harbor  that  he  will  bring  the  stoMnur  also. 
I  tell  him  he  may  oome  or  remiyn  where  he  is  as  long  as  he  did  not  interfere  witlilhi 
rules  of  the  port. 

[IndoBure  5  in  Xo.  3.] 
Mr.  Hollar  to  Beoeiver  General, 

Revenue  Office,  March  15, 1869. 

I  have  to  report  that  on  Wednesday  the  10th  instant,  about  3  oclock  p.  m.,  the  Spanish 
war  steamer  Africa  arrived  off  the  south  end  of  the  island  and  anchored  near  the  war 
steamer  Andalusia  j  the  weather  was  rough.  I  could  not  board  her,  but  learned  she 
came  from  Cuba  with  stores  for  the  war  steamer  Andalusia ;  she  left  the  next  moming 
for  Cuba. 

Please  let  me  know  if  these  war  steamers  are  allowed  to  transfer  stores  from  one 
vessel  to  another  without  paying  duty. 

P.  8. — Since  the  above  was  written  another  steamer  hove  in  sight  off  the  south  end 
of  the  island. 


[Inclosnre  6  in  No.  %] 

Mr.  Hollar  to  Receiver  General. 

Revenue  Office,  March  16, 186^. 
,  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  his  excellency  the  governor's  information,  that  the 
American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  which  I  have  reported  in  letter  23  of  the  15th  instant,  vas 
unlawfully  taken  away  by  the  captain  of  the  Spanish  war  steamer  Andalusia,  on  her 
way  to  the  harbor,  by  Mr.  Walter  J.  Wilson,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  brig  on  the 
evening  of  the  15th  instant. 

I  have  inclosed  two  statements ;  one  from  Mr.  Walter  J.  Wilson,  who  was  in  charge 
of  the  brig ;  another  from  Mr.  Geo.  W  Wilson,  who  acted  as  pilot  on  board  of  the  Spau- 
ish  war  steamer  Andalusia,  for  your  information. 


[iQcIoflure  7  in  No.  2.] 

Bahama  Islands. 

By  his  Excellency  James  Walker,  esquire,  companion  of  the  most  honorable-  order  of 
the  bath,  administrator  of  the  government  of  the  Bahama  Islands. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting  : 

These  are  to  certify  that  George  Grey  Wilson,  before  whom  the  annexed  affidarit.^ 
purport  to  have  been  sworn  to  at  Ragged  Island,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  Islands,  on 
the  16th  day  of  March  instant,  and  who  has  subscribed  the  jurats  thereto  as  6.  G. 
Wilson,  J.  P.,  was,  at  the  date  thereof,  and  now  is,  one  of  her  Majesty's  Justices  as- 
signed to  keep  the  peace  in  and  for  the  district  of  Ringed  Island  aforesaid,  within  the 
said  Bahama  Islands,  and  that  all  due  faith  and  credit  are  to  be  given  to  all  acts  aod 
attestations  of  the  said  George  Grey  Wilson  as  such  justice  of  the  i)eace  as  afore- 
said. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  at  the  city  of  Nassau,  the 
nineteenth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1869. 

[SEAL.]  JAS.  WALKER. 

By  his  excellency's  command  : 

GEO.  C.  STRAHAN, 

Colonial  Seariarf 


[Inclosnre  8  in  No.  3.] 

Deposition  of  Walter  J.  Wilson. 

BAUAMA8,  Ragged  Inland,  March  15, 1669. 
I,  Walter  J.  Wilson,  a  native  of  this  island,  having  been  left  in  charge  of  the 
American  brig  Mary  Lowell  by  Captain  F.  A.  Bonneau,  of  the  United  States  oiAmerica, 
and  while  brin^g  said  brig,  in  accordance  to  orders,  and  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
collector  of  this  port,  from  man-of-war  anchorage,  in  this  island,  to  the  harbor,  do 
hereby  certify,  that  after  getting  under  way,  I  was  followed  by  the  Spanish  war 
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steamer  AncUlusia,  which  kept  quite  near  me  nntil  I  waa  on  the  hist  tack  to  weather 
the  island,  when  a  boat  was  lowered  from  said  war  steamer. 

Finding  the  boat  could  not  come  np  to  me,  the  schooner  quickened  her  speed  and 
ranged  up  on  my  port  quarter,  and  ordered  me  to  lower  m^  sails ;  at  the  same  time  I 
saw  her  guns  run  out,  and  the  men  stationed  at  them,  rea  fly  to  fire  into  us.  I  then 
lowered  my  sails,  and  the  boat  came  alongside  and  asked  permission  to  come  on 
board,  as  he  could  not  communicate  with  me  from  the  boat,  owing  to  the  heavy  sea 
that  was  running. 

I  told  him  I  would  allow  him  to  come  on  board  alone,  as  a  gentleman,  to  which  he 
answered,  certainly.  He  then  came  up,  and  we  were  not  tiuking  more  than  a  min- 
ute or  two  when  a  command  was  given  from  the  commander  of  tne  steamer,  (which 
was  within  speaking  distance,)  and  at  once  all  the  men,  amounting  to  about  fifteen, 
erowded  on  my  deck,  armed  with  guns,  revolvers,  and  cutlasses,  and  took  charge  of 
the  brig. 

I  then  asked  one  of  the  officers  if  he  was  aware  that  it  was  an  American  vessel, 
with  an  English  officer  on  board.  His  reply  was  that  he  was  obeying  the  commands 
of  his  superior  officer ;  and  ordered  me  into  the  boat  with  the  rest  of  my  crew,  and 
sent  on  board  of  the  steamer.  On  arriving  there  the  crew  of  the  vessel,  four  in  num- 
ber, were  at  once  taken  into  custody.  I  was  then  ordered  ashore  in  the  brig's  boat,. 
tM^ether  with  two  shoremen  and  my  brother,  Gfeorge  W.  Wilson,  who  was  acting  as 
pilot  on  board  said  steamer. 

The  American  flag  was  flying  at  the  peak  of  the  brig  when  her  sails  were  ordered  to 
be  lowered  by  the  Spanish  conunander.  It  was  then  taken  in  with  the  sails  and  placed 
on  her  rail  when  the  Spaniards  boarded  me. 

The  brig  was  taken  possession  of  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  south  of  the  south- 
east point  of  Little  Ragged  Island. 

WALTER  J.  WILSON. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  16th  day  of  March,  1869. 

O.  G.  WILSON,  J.  P. 


[Inclosnre  9  in  Xo.  3.] 
Depwitian  of  Gwrge  W,  WiUon. 

Bahamas,  Ragged  Island,  March  15, 1869. 

I,  George  W.  Wilson,  a  native  of  this  island,  having  been  called  on  board  of  the 
Spaniidi  war  steamer  Andalusia,  as  pilot,  to  bring  her  into  harbor,  do  hereby  certify 
that  on  the  morning  of  this  day  I  got  the  said  steamer  under  way  and  stood  after 
the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  who  was  then  on  her  way  for  the  harbor  of  this 
island.  When  the  said  brig  was  about  three  miles  from  Little  Ragged  Island,  I  saw 
suspicious  movements  on  board  of  said  steamer,  viz.,  clearing  decks  for  action. 

I  asked  the  commander  what  were  his  intentions.  He  said  to  take  the  brig  if  she 
went  six  miles  from  the  land.  I  told  him  that  he  would  be  violating  the  law  of  na- 
tions if  he  did  so  within  three  miles  of  the  Bahama  bank.  His  reply  was,  he  did  not 
care ;  he  would  take  her  when  she  was  six  miles  off,  and  land  me  and  my  brother, 
Walter  J.  Wilson,  who  was  then  in  charge  of  said  brig. 

Before  he  could  get  near  enough  to  board  her  the  orig  tacked  and  stood  in  shore. 
He  then  followed  in  her  wake  until  the  brij;  made  her  last  tack  to  clear  the  southeast 
point  of  Little  Ragged  Island.  About  this  tinie  a  Peruvian  monitor  hove  in  sight  with 
a  signal  for  a  pilot.  The  captain  of  the  steamer  then  ordered  the  boat  to  be  lowered 
and  manned  with  about  fifteen  men,  armed  with  guns,  revolvers,  and  cutlasses. 

Finding  that  the  boat  could  not  come  up  with  the  brig,  he  ordered  full  speed,  and 
ranged  up  on  the  brig's  port  quarter  and  ordered  her  to  lower  her  sails  or  he  would  fire 
into  her.  I  told  him  ne  did  not  dare  to  fire  into  an  American  vessel  in  British  waters, 
with  a  British  officer  on  board.  He  said  he  did  not  care  for  English  or  American  ;  he 
would  fire  into  her  immediately  if  she  did  not  lower  her  sails. 

His  order  not  being  immediately  complied  with,  gave  the  word  to  fire.  The  order 
was  stopped  by  one  of  the  officers.  He  then  repeatMl  the  order,  when  it  was  counter- 
manded by  the  Spanish  pilot.  The  said  pilot  begged  me  to  tell  them  on  boai^  the 
brig  to  lower  her  sails.  I  then  called  to  my  brother,  Walter  J.  Wilson,  to  do  so,  when 
the  Spanish  captain  ordered  them  to  fire  again.  Then  another  officer,  seeing  the  lower- 
ing of  the  sails  on  board  the  brig,  countermanded  the  order.  The  boat  by  this  time 
boarded  her  and  took  charge  of  the  brig,  being  then  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
south  of  the  southeast  point  of  Little  Ragged  Island. 

The  American  fla^  was  over  her  side  wnen  they  boarded  her,  it  being  taken  from 
her  peak  in  the  taking  in  of  the  mainsail. 

GEORGE  W.  WILSON. 

Sworn  before  me  this  16th  day  of  March,  1869. 

G.  G.  WILSON,  J.  P 
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[Inclosurc  10  in  Xo.  2.] 

Mr.  Hollar  to  Receiver  GcneraL 

Rkvkxue  Office,  Port  of  Ragged  Isiaxd, 

March  16, 1^. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  aiTival  of  the  Peruvian  monitor  Manco  Capao,  two 
guns ;  one  hundred  and  iifty  men,  Captain  Camelo  N.  Corrello,  from  Key  West,  on  t\» 
evening  of  the  15th  instant,  she  reports  being  out  of  coal,  and  lying  in  the  hu-bor. 

I  beg  to  inclose  the  register  of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  which  was  deposit«d 
in  my  office  by  the  captain  of  the  said  brig  with  Sir.  George  W.  Wilson,  who  acted  in 
my  absence,  on  leave,  and  other  papers. 


No.  3. 

Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Telegram.] 

Havana,  March  25, 18G9.— (Received  March  25.) 
Brig  Mary  Lowell,  towed  by  Spanish  steamer  arrived  last  evening. 
Cargo  reported,  arms  and  munitions. 


No.  4. 
Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  14.J  Havana,  March  26, 1869.— (Beceived  April  2.) 

With  reference  to  my  communication  No.  12,  of  23d  instant,  and  my 
telegram  of  yesterday  announcing  the  arrival  of  the  brig  Maiy  Lowell 
at  this  port'  on  the  25th,  I  have  now  to  accompany  copies  of  letters  and 
documents  from  the  United  States  consular  agent  at  Nuevitas,  relative 
to  the  same  case. 

'Up  to  the  present  I  have  received  no  communication  from  the  authori 
ties,  and  until  instructed  by  the  department  I  shall  not  enter  into  any 
ccorrespondence  with  them  in  regard  to  this  vessel. 

flrom  the  British  consul  general  at  this  port,  I  learn  that  he  had  an 
inrorma!  jpterview  with  General  Dulc6  yesterday,  that  the  latter  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  the  affair  becoming  an  international  question  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  was  a  matter  to  be 
settled  only  between  these  two  governments. 

From  the  statement  of  Mr.  Gibbs  it  appears  that  the  four  seamen 
taken  away  with  the  brig  had  been  transferred  at  Bagged  Island  from 
the  steamer  Henry  Borden,  which  left  Jacksonville,  Florida,  ostensibly 
for  Nassau,  having  forty-seven  passengers  on  board,  but  really  for 
Bagged  Island,  where  she  landed  the  passengers  and  transferred  the 

four  men  referred  to.  ,  .     ,   ^  „  xi   ^  x         i        i  j 

I  will  keep  the  department  advised  of  all  that  comes  to  my  knowledge 

relating  to  this  case. 

Mabch  27. 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  general  at  this  port  has  kindly  furnished 
me  with  a  copy  of  his  communication  to  the  governor  general,  relative  to 
the  case  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  accompany  here- 
with. 
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[Inclosure  1  in  No.  4.j 
Mr,  Qibhs  to  Mr,  Hall, 

NiTEViTAK,  March  20,  1869. 

On  the  nioniiiig  of  the  16th  instant,  the  Spanish  gunboat  Andalusia  entered  the  har- 
bor, haying  a  brig  in  tow  as  a  prize. 

It  was  reportea  around  the  town  immediately  that  it  was  an  American  brig  loaded 
with  arms,  and  had  been  lying  for  some  time  pa^t  at  Ragged  Island. 

At  2  p.  m.  the  same  day  I  received  an  official  communication  from  the  commander  ot 
marines,  copy  of  which  I  inclose,  marked  A ;  also  an  addenda,  B,  immediately  answered, 
as  per  copy  C ;  received  no  further  communication  until  this  day  at  1  \}.  m.,  when  I 
received  communication  D. 

At  the  time  appointed  I  went  to  the  commander  of  marines'  office,  where  I  found  the 
seamen,  all  American  citizens,  James  Walsh,  John  Reynolds,  John  Shannon,  natives  of 
Ireland,  and  Lewis  Exton,  of  England.  Their  testimony  was  read  over  to  them  in  my 
presence,  and  signed  by  them.  I  conversed  with  them*.  They  had  no  complaints  to 
make  in  the  way  of  treatment ;  only  were  deprived  of  their  liberty.  According  to  their 
statement  they  are  part  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Henry  Borden.  They  left  Jackson- 
▼ille,  Florida,  for  Nassau,  having  forty-seven  passengers  on  board;  that  the  captain 
did  not  go  to  Nassau,  as  agreed  to,  but  changed  his  course  and  went  to  Brown  Key. 
They  (the  orew)  objected  to  it.  The  steamer  went  to  Ragged  Island ;  transferred  there 
fonr  men  to  the  brig  Mary  Lowell;  leaving  the  passengers  ashore,  and  left  for  Nassau. 

On  the  15th  the  pilot  come  aboard  in  the  morning  with  two  negroes  to  assist  to  change 
the  anchorage  of  the  brig.  The  Spanish  war  steamer  which  had  been  lying  near  for 
some  days  got  np  steam  and  followed  us.  The  brig  w^as  taeking  and  beating  toward  the 
island  when  the  steamer  lowered  a  boat  to  l)Oara  the  vessel,  but  did  not  overtake  the 
brig.  Tlie  steamer  then  ranged  up  close;  brought  a  gun  to  bear  on  the  brig.  They 
hove  to,  and  were  boarded  and  taken  ^tossession  of,  then  about  two  miles  from  the 
island. 

The  pilot,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  two  negroes  were  sent  off.  The  crew  were  transferred  to 
the  steamer,  put  in  irons,  and  kept  there  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  and  the 
steamer  left,  towing  the  brig  as  a  prize.  One  of  the  crew  says  he  put  the  American 
ensign  on  the  gangway.  They  knew  nothing  of  the  brig  or  her  cargo.  They  were  trans- 
ferr^  from  the  steamer  to  brig  by  captain  of  the  steamer,  to  take  care  of  her  and  to 
obey  the  orders  of  the  collector  of  revenue  at  Ragged  Island,  who  had  taken  partly 
possession  of  the  vessel  and  had  sealed  the  hatches. 

I  have  given  you  a  slight  sketch  of  what  I  could  learn  of  this  affair,  and  the  seamen 
desired  me  to  acquaint  you  of  the  fact,  so  that  they  may  be  protected  on  their  arrival 
at  Havana. 

Nothing  to  communicate  of  movements  here;  all  remain  as  in  my  letter  of  the  4th. 
No  news  from  the  interior. 


[Inclosure  2  in  No.  4.| 

A. 

/SWtor  Herrera  to  Mr,  Gibb8, 

[TrauBlation.] 

COMMANDANCY  OF  MARINE  OF  THE  PllOVINCE  OF  NUEITFAS, 

Nuevitas,  March  16,  18G9. 
This  morning  the  war  schooner  Andalusia  arrived  at  this  port,  conducting  an  her- 
maphrodite brig,  which,  under  the  American  flag  and  manned  with  four  men,  was  seized 
oat  of  the  JariKlictipn  waters  of  the  British  Salt  Cay,  on  account  of  suspicious  move- 
ments, and  her  cargo  found  to  consist  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war.  AJtQr  examina- 
tion, it  appears  said  vessel  is  called  the  Mary  Lowell,  of  which  notice  was  had  that  she 
was  soon  to  arrive  to  the  coast  of  this  island  with  the  aforesaid  cargo.  In  consequence 
thereof,  she  remains  henceforward  under  the  vigilance  of  this  naval  station,  the  forma- 
tion of  the  competent  judicial  proceedings  being  now  commenced  by  me,  w^hich  I  now 
manifest  to  yon  for  your  information. 
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[Incloenre  3  in  Xo.  4.] 

B. 

Seiior  Herrera  (o  Mr.  Gihbs. 

[Translation.] 

COMMANDANCY  OF  MARINE  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  NUEVITAS, 

Nuevitasy  March  17, 18G9. 
Aa  &  continuation  to  my  letter  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  yoa 
that  there  is  quite  a  number  of  Cubans  at  Ragged  Island,  and  that  in  the  waters  of  said 
piNrt  there  had  been  nighted  by  the  war  steamer  Andalusia  a  steamer  under  the  Peruviaii 

[Inclosnre  4  in  No.  4.] 

C. 

Mr.  Gibbs  to  Seflar  Herrera. 

NUEVITAS,  March  18, 1869. 

I  have  received  your  communication  of  this  date,  wherein  you  inform  me  of  the  ar- 
rival this  morning  of  the  war  schooner  Audalusia,  bringing  as  a  prize  an  American  htitt 
called  Mary  Lowell,  with  four  of  crew  taken  outside  of  the  waters  of  Salt  Cay,  Engliaa 
territory ;  and  that  said  vessel  was  loaded  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  that 
said  vessel  would  remain  under  the  vigilance  of  this  naval  station.  All  of  which  dm 
note  has  been  taken. 

As  consular  a^ent  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  this  port,  I  desire  to  see  and 
oommunicate  with  the  crew  of  said  vessel  as  soon  as  convenient ;  and,  also,  will  expect 
to  be  present  at  their  trial,  or  when  they  are  examined. 


flncloftare  5  in  No.  4.  J 

D. 

Sehor  Herrera  to  Mr.  Gibhs. 

[Translation.] 


NUEVITAS,  March  20, 1869. 


According  to  your  expressed  wishes,  this  afternoon  at  5  o'clock  the  crew  of  the  brig 
Mary  Lowell  will  come  on  shore  for  the  purpose  of  ratifying  and  signing  their  declara- 
tions ;  which  act  you  may  present,  should  it  please  yon  to  attend. 


flncloaiire  6  in  No.  4.] 
He}'  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  to  the  Governor  General. 

Excellency  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  your  excellency  that  her  Majesty's  gun- 
boat Cherub  has  arrived  here  from  Nassau,  bringing  me  dispatches  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Bahama  Islands.    His  excellency  reports  to  me  as  follows  : 

'^  A  gross  outrage  has  been  x>erpetrated  by  a  Spanish  ship  of  war,  the  Andalozia,  ia 
seizing  illegally  an  American  schooner,  the  Mary  Lowell,  which  schooner  was,  at  the 
time,  in  charge  of  a  British  revenue  officer,  and  within  a  short  distance  of  the  shore 
while  changing  her  anchorage.  The  transaction  is  of  so  serious  and  unwarrantable  a 
nature  that  I  have  ordered  the  Cherub  to  proceed  at  once  to  Havana  with  this  com- 
munication," &c. 

Referring  your  excellency  to  the  preceding  statement,  I  may  add  that  more  affida- 
vits are  in  my  hands  satisfactorily  proving  that  the  Andaluzia  seized  the  Mary  Lowell 
far  within  British  jurisdiction,  and  that  I  believe  such  affidavits  to  be  true,  and  will 
certainly  hesitate  to  credit  any  assertion  to  the  contrary.  I  am  informed  that  the  Haiy 
Lowell  has  been  brought  to  Havana  this  afternoon. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  confine  myself,  at  present,  to  laying  the  facts  before  your 
excellency,  and  to  stating,  most  respectfully,  that  being  aware  of  your  excellency's 
great  experience  in  dealing  with  all  such  cases,  and  your  perfect  acquaintance  with  in- 
ternational law,  it  is  not  for  me  to  presume  to  indicate  to  your  excellency  the  only 
course  which  is  clear,  as  regards  such  cases,  now  remains  to  be  taken  in  this  very  pain- 
ful eventuality. 
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No.  5. 

Admiral  Porter  to  Mr.  Fish, 

WASHiNaTON,  April  2, 1869.— (Received  April  3.) 
I  bave  the  honor  to  sabmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  dispatck 

No.  36,  with  its  several  inclosares,  from  Kear- Admiral  H.  K.  Hoffy. 

commanding  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  relative  to  the  seizure  of  the 

American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  at  Eagged  Island^  by  the  Spanish  war 

steamer  Andalusia. 
After  having  availed  yourself  of  the  contents  of  these  papers,  I  will 

thank  you  for  their  return. 


[Indosure  1  in  No.  5.] 

Admiral  Hof  to  Mr,  Borie. 

No.  36.]  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

United  States  Flag-ship  Contoocook,  (2d  rate,) 

Key  West,  March  26, 1869. 

I  had  the  honor  to  telegraph  to  the  departDient  on  the  25th  instant^  reporting  the* 
capture  of  the  American  brie  Mary  Lowell,  of  New  Yerk,  by  the  Spanish  war  steamer- 
Andalosia,  at  Ragged  Island,  (one  of  the  Bahamas.) 

The  briff,  at  the  time  she  was  ordered  to  lower  her  sails,  was  three  qaarters  of  a  mile 
Bouth  of  Vie  southeast  point  of  Little  Ragged  Island,  in  British  waters,  with  an  £n- 
glish  revenue  officer  and  pilot  on  board,  and  she  was  engaged  in  shifting  her  berth. 
nx>m  the  man-of-war  to  the  inner  anchorage  for  greater  safety  in  the  event  of  bad. 
weather. 

The  particulars  of  this  uignstifiable  seizure,  brought  to  Havana  by  her  Britannic 
Migesty's  ship  Cherub,  are  contained  in  the  following  enumerated  inclosures,  viz : 

Inclosnro  No.  1.— Letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  Kilpatrick,  United  States  consul  at 
Nassau,  (copy.) 

Incloeni'e  No.  2. — Extracts  from  the  Nassau  Herald  of  19th  instant. 

Inclosure  No.  3. — Copies  of  communications,  &c.,  sent  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's, 
consul  general  at  Havana,  by  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas. 

Indosure  No.  4. — Copy  of  letter  from  Mr.  Hall,  United  Stat«s  consul  at  Havana. 

Inclosure  No.  5. — Copy  of  report  of  Commander  Fillebrown,  of  the  Narragansctt. 

I  have  received  information  from  Havana  that,  when  the  English  consul  general 
called  upon  the  Spanish  authorities  upon  the  subject,  he  was  told  that  nothing  was 
known  offlciallv  of  the  affair,  but,  if  the  facts  were  as  above  stated  the  commander  or 
the  Andalusia  had  acted  without  instructions. 

(For  inclosure  2,  see  inclosure  1  in  No.  2.) 
(For  inclosure  3,  see  inclosure  2  in  No.  2.) 
(For  inclosure  4,  see  inclosures  3, 4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10  in  No.  2. 


[Inclosure  5  In  No.  5.] 
Mr,  Hall  to  Bear  Admiral  Hoff, 

[Extract.! 

Havana,  March  23, 1869^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  accompany  herewith  the  following  inclosures  rehiting  to  the* 
capture  of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  of  New  York,  at  Ragged  Island,  by  tho 
Spanish  gunboat  Andalusia,  the  news  of  which  has  been  brought  here  by  the  British 
war  steamer  Cherub. 
No.  1.  Letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  Kilpatrick,  United  States  consul  at  Nassau. 
No.  2.  Extracts  from  the  Nassau  Herald  of  19th  instant. 
■     No.  3.  Copies  of  communication,  &c.,  sent  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  general 
at  this  port  by  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas. 
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The  subiitauce  of  all  appears  to  be  that  the  brig  Mary  Low  ell  was  at  Ragged  Island, 
4ind  had  been  watched  for  a  number  of  days  by  the  Spanish  war  steamer  Andalasia^  or 
Andaluza ;  that  the  master  of  the  brig  had  left  here  and  returned  to  New  York  for 
instnictious,  leaving  the  vessel  in  charge  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson,  custom-hoose  officer 
at  that  port.  .   . 

That  on  the  15th,  while  Mr.  AYilson,  in  his  double  capacity  of  pilot  and  custom-hoiuie 
officer,  was  moving  the  brig  from  the  man-of-war  anchorage  to  the  inner  harbor,  the 
commander  of  the  Spanish  gunboat,  with  few  nreliminanes,  took  possession  of  the 
brig,  and  soon  afterwards  sailed  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  having  her  in  tow. 

It  also  appears  that  one  of  the  Peruvian  monitors  made  its  appearance  at  the  port 
at  about  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  brig. 

I  send  you  the  above  information  for  your  guidance,  jou  being  whore  you  can  com- 
municate to  the  government  b^'  telegraph  ad  Ubitum. 

It  appears,  however,  to  be  a  matter  that  interests  the  British  government  more  par- 
ticularly than  onr  own. 


[luclosnre  6  in  No.  5.] 

Commander  Filldiroicn  to  Admiral  Hoff. 

United  States  Steamer  Narragansett,  (3d  rate.) 

Havana,  Cuba,  March  23,  1869. 

Her  Mayesty's  steamer  Cherub  arrived  here  last  night  with  important  dispatches  to 
the  British  consul  general,  and  also  to  our  consul  genei-al,  Bir.  Hall,  to  the  effect  that 
the  Spanish  gunboat  Andaluza,  had  captured  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  at 
Rftgg^  Island,  on  the  15th  instant,  while  within  one-half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
from  the  shore ;  said  brig  being  at  the  time  in  charge  of  a  British  revenue  officer. 

I  called  to  see  Mr.  Dnnlap  this  a.  m.,  who  submitted  all  his  dispatches  for  my  pemfltl, 
^nd  kindly  allowed  such  as  were  desired  to  be  copied  for  your  information,  and  for 
transmittal  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  Stat-e.  Mr.  Hall's  letter  will,  however,  inform 
you  of  his  action  in  the  matter. 

Deeming  the  matter  of  sufficient  imiwrtance,  I  telegraphed  it  to  you  and  Mr.  Hall, 
having,  at  the  same  time,  sent  a  message  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  at  Wash- 
ington. 

The  commander  of  the  Cherub  informed  roe  that  the  Andaluza  would  probably  take 
her  prize  to  Matanzas.  You  will  also  perceive  by  the  Nassau  Herald  Extra,  inclosed  to 
you  by  Mr.  Hall,  that  one  of  the  Peruvian  monitors,  lately  at  Key  West,  is  now  at 
Ragged  Island,  having  run  into  and  sunk  the  steamer  towing  her ;  the  whereabouts  of 
the  other  monitor  is  not  given. 

While  at  Key  West,  I  was  informed  by  the  commander  of  the  Peruvian  that  after 
leaving  there  her  iirs^  stopi)ing  place  would  be  at  Crooked  Island,  for  coala. 


No.  6. 

Mr.  Kirkpatrick  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  310.]  United  States  Consulate,  Nassau, 

April  2, 1869.— (Eeceived  April  10.) 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  information  of  the  capture  of  the 
American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  of  New  York,  by  the  Spanish  war  steamer 
Andaluza,  on  the  15th  ultimo.  I  forwarded  information  of  it  to  the  con- 
sul general  of  the  United  States  at  Havana  on  the  day  the  information 
reached  Nassau,  being  on  19th  March,  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  marked 
No.  1.  I  need  not  further  comment  on  the  outrage.  It  was  in  violation 
not  only  of  international  law,  but  of  positive  personal  pledge  that  he 
would  in  no  way  interfere  with  the  vessel  while  the  authorities  should 
be  getting  her  into  the  inner  harbor,  which  they  were  in  the  act  of  doing 
when  captured,  as  will  fully  appear  by  the  inclosed  depositions.  On 
hearing  of  this  capture  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  March,  I  called 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


INJURIES  TO   AMERICAN    CITIZENS   IN   CUBA.  29 

apoh  the  governor  at  his  request,  and  he  showed  me  the  evidence  that 
he  had  received.  I  afterwards  addressed  him  a  letter  asking  for  cppies 
of  sach  information  as  was  in  his  possession  in  regard  to  her  capture. 
(See  inclosure  marked  No.  2.)  I  received  his  answer  on  the  24th,  to- 
gether with  copy  of  deposition  of  George  W.  Wilson,  who  acted  as  col- 
lector, and  Waiter  J.  Wilson,  who  was  a  custom-house  officer,  and  on 
board  of  and  in  charge  of  the  brig.  Theae  will  be  found  inclosed,  marked 
Nos.  3, 4,  and  5.  I  transmit,  also,  copy  of  Nassau  Herald  and  Guardian 
newspapers,  commenting  on  the  transaction.  They  will  be  found  marked 
6  and  7  respectively.  I  also  inclose  you  a  deposition  of  James  K.  Norris^ 
a  gentleman  sojourning  for  the  time  at  Bagged  Island,  and  who  acted 
as  interpreter  between  the  Spanish  commander  and  collector,  (he  under- 
standing and  speaking  Spanish  fluently.)  You  will  perceive  by  his  affi- 
davit that  the  commander  of  the  Spanish  war  vessel  informed  him,  among 
other  things,  that  he  had  dispatches  from  Mr.  Seward  and  the  governor 
of  the  Bahamas  in  relation  to  the  character  of  this  brig.  As  far  as  the 
lirst  named  is  concerned  it  could  not  be  true,  and  I  have  as  little  doubt 
iu  regard  to  the  latter  of  its  falsity.  This  is  inclosed,  marked  No.  8.  I 
sent  my  dispatch  to  Havana  by  the  kindness  of  the  governor,  through 
him  to  our  consul  by  her  Majestj^'s  ship  of  war  Cherub.  She  returned 
on  the  Ist  instant,  but  I  have  heard  nothing  from  the  United  States 
consul  iu  answer  to  it. 

Information  reached  here  some  time  prior  to  her  capture  that  the 
Spanish  war  vessel  wa^s  keeping  a  strict  watch  over  the  brig,  and  that 
the  commander  had  requested  permission  from  th«  deputy  collector  to 
search  her,  and  it  was  generally  expected  that  the  governor  would  send 
down  an  English  ship  of  war  then  in  this  harbor  to  protect  her,  but  for 
some  reasons  she  was  not  sent.  We  have  had  no  vessel  bound  to  the 
United  States  since  my  disputch  to  Havana,  (which  I  suppose  was  for- 
warded to  you,)  or  I  should  have  communicated  promptly  what  had  oc- 
curred. 

(For  inclosure  1,  see  inclosure  1  in  No.  2.) 


[luclosure  2  in  Xo.  6.] 
Mr.  Kirkpatrick  to  Gorertiar  Walkei\ 

NA88AU,  March  19,  18U9. 
I  have  the  honor  to  reqaest  your  excellency  to  furnish  me  with  copies  of  any  com- 
monications  in  your  possession  relating  to  the  capture  of  the  American  brig  Mary 
Lowell,  of  New  York,  at  or  near  the  harbor  of  Kagged  Island,  on  the  15th  instant,  by 
the  Spanish  war  steamer  Andaluza,  while  in  Britisb  waters. 


r  Inclosure  3  in  No.  6.] 
Governor  Walker  to  Mr.  Kirkpatrick. 

Government  House,  Nassau,  March  20, 1869. 

The  governor  presents  his  compliments  to  the  consul  for  the  United  States,  and  in 
compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  Mr.  Kirkpatrick's  letter  of  yesterday  has  the 
honor  to  inclose  copies  of  two  depositions — the  one  of  the  revenue  officer  in  charge  of 
the  brigantine,  and  the  other  of  the  pilot  of  the  Spanish  war  steamer,  relative  to  the 
capture  of  the  Mary  Lowell  in  the  waters  of  Ragged  Island. 

The  originals  of  these  two  depositions,  with  the  ship's  register  and  other  dooumenta^ 
have  been  forwarded  to  her  Majesty's  consul  general  at  Havana. 

(For  incloenie  4,  see  inclosure  6  in  No.  2.) 

(For  inclosure  5,  see  inclosure  9  iu  No.  2.) 
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flnclcMure  6  in  No.  6.1 
Deposition  of  James  R.  Xorrie. 

CONSUI-ATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

Nassau,  New  ProvidencSf  March  31 ,  1869. 
On  this  day,  before  me,  the  andersigned,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for 
Nassau,  New  Proyidence,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  personally  appeared  James  R. 
Kbrris,  and  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say :  That  I  am  a  native  citizen 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  having  been  temporarily  sojourning  on  Ragged 
Island,  Bahamas ;  that  while  sojourning  there  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  of  llew 
Itork,  arrived,  and  anchored  first  inside  of  what  is  called  the  harbor.  About  four  days 
^afterwards  she  was  removed  to  what  is  called  "  man-of-war  anchorage,"  on  the  south 
«ide  of  the  island,  about  one  mile  from  shore.  She  remained  there  about  fifteen  days, 
the  greater  portion  of  this  time  closely  watched  by  the  Spanish  war  ship  Andaluza. 
Anotner  Spanish  war  steamer,  the  Africa,  came  there  twice  during  the  time.  I  wss 
present  when  the  commander  and  another  officer  of  the  Andaluza  met  the  oollect4>r  on 
the  road  and  requested  the  acting  collector  to  allow  him  to  search  the  brig  Maiy 
Lowell,  as  they  had  information  that  she  had  arms  and  ammunition  on  board  for  the 
insurrectionists  in  Cuba.  This  the  acting  collector  refused  to  do,  and  stated  that  she 
was  in  an  unseaworthv  condition,  unable  to  prosecute  her  voyage,  and  that  the  master 
and  part  of  the  crew  had  gone  to  New  York  to  confer  with  the  owners,  and  that  the 
vessel  was  under  his  charge  and  protection ;  that  her  papers  were  deposited  in  the  cus- 
tom-house, and  her  hatches  were  under  seal,  and  a  British  custom-house  officer  on  board 
in  charge  of  her.  The  acting  collector  waA  George  W.  Wilson.  About  eigbt  or  t^en 
days  after  the  brig  had  been  in  charge  of  the  custom-house  authorities,  >&.  Luke  C. 
Hollar,  the  collector,  who  had  been  absent  at  Nassau,  returned  to  Ragged  Island.  The 
dfty  after  his  arrival  he,  myself,  and  the  former  acting  collector,  Wilson,  went  on  board 
the  Spanish  war  steamer  Andaluza  for  the  purpose  of  treating  with  the  captain.  He 
{ Hollar)  told  the  commander,  through  me  as  interpret-er,  that  he  had  been  away,  and 
had  just  arrived,  and  had  come  to  say  to  him  that  this  vessel,  the  Mary  Lowell,  was 
under  his  charge,  with  a  custom-house  officer  on  board,  and  that  for  greater  security  he 
intended  to  move  her  into  the  inner  harbor,  which  the  captain  of  the  Spanish  war 
steamer  agreed  he  might  do,  but  that  he  would  follow  her  in.  The  collector  then  told 
him  through  me  that  he  (the  commander  of  the  war  steamer)  must  be  aware  that  he 
•could  not  trouble  her  either  while  at  anchor  or  in  removing  her  into  the  inner  harbor. 
The  commander  said  he  was  aware  of  that,  and  had  no  intention  of  doing  so.  The 
commander  expressed  a  wish  to  Mr.  Hollar,  the  collector,  that  if  the  brig  was  to  be 
taken  into  the  inner  harbor,  that  he  (the  collector)  would  send  him  a  pilot  on  board 
his  vessel  to  take  him  in  also.  The  collector  complied  with  his  wishes,  and  sent  the 
deputy  collector  on  board  the  war  vessel  to  act  as  pilot.  He  also  stated  to  me  that  he 
had  information  from  Secretary  Seward  and  the  governor  of  Nassau  of  the  character  of 
this  vessel,  and  that  he  had  dispatches  frdm  them.  That  on  the  15th  of  March  the 
custom-house  officer  on  board  the  Mary  Lowell  (Walter  J.  Wilson)  undertook  to  bring 
her  into  the  harbor  of  Ragged  Island,  and  when  about  to  double  the  southeast  point  of 
Little  Ragged  Island,  she  was  boarded  by  a  crew  from  the  war  steamer  Andaluza  and 
captured,  when  at  a  distance  from  the  southeast  point  of  Little  Ragged  Island  of  aboat 
three-quarters  of  a  mile.  She  wsts  at  no  time,  while  getting  her  m,  three  miles  from 
the  shore,  and  was  captured  in  violation  of  a  sacred  agreement  made  between  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Spanish  war  steamer  and  the  collector,  as  well  as  in  clear  violation  of  the 
Jaw  of  nations. 

J.  R.  NORRia 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  31st  day  of  March,  1869. 

THOMAS  KIRKPATRICK, 

United  States  Consul 


[Inclosnre  7  in  "So.  6.  J 
[l^Yom  the  Nassau  Herald,  Saturday,  March  20, 1869.] 

In  our  last  impression  we  published  a  letter  from  the  Spanish  consul  in  this  city,  de- 
vying  some  statements  whicn  we  published  from  our  correspondent  at  Rasged  m^nd 
«onceming  the  insulting  conduct  of  the  commander  of  the  Spanish  gunboats.  Oar 
readers,  however,  will  now  perceive  that  the  statements  advanced  by  our  correspond- 
«nt  were  not  only  in  the  main  correct,  but  altogether  fell  short  of  the  reality. 

We  have  now  m  our  possession  indisputable  proof  of  the  wantonly  insulting  manner 
in  which  the  captain  of  the  Andaluza  behaved,  so  much  so  as  not  only  to  cause  the 
most  intense  excitement  at  Ragged  Island,  but  also  to  almost  induce  the  quiet  inhabit- 
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ants  of  that  eettlement  to  rise  in  arma  and  expel  the  Spaniards  altogether  from  their 
ooast^  and  we  have  been  informed  that  had  they  had  the  necessary  means,  or  had  the 
SjMuiiardB  been  on  shore,  they  wduld  nndonbtedlj  have  done  so. 
There  can  be  no  question  that  this  act  on  the  part  of  the  commander  of  the  Spanish 

Snboat  was,  in  every  sense,  unwarrantable  and  illegal,  and  a  most  flagrant  insult  to 
i  British  flag,  and  there  can  be  eqnally  as  little  doubt  that  it  will  be  resented  with 
that  prompt  energy  which  is  so  peculiar  to  the  British  nation,  and  which  also  is  so  well 
nnderstooa  and  feared  by  all  foreiniers. 

This  outrage  came  upon  us  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  that  at  first  we  were  disposed 
to  discredit  it,  and  were  it  not  that  our  information  is  derived  from  the  most  authentic 
source,  we  still  should  have  some  hesitation  in  giving  it  full  credence,  if  for  no  other 
reason  than  this  simple  one,  that  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  the  agents  of  a  despised 
and  despotic  government,  already  prostrated  by  internal  revolution,  would  have  dared 
to  insult  in  the  flagrant  manner  described  two  such  powers  as  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  at  once,  the  most  powerful  nations  on  tne  face  of  the  earth.  However, 
the  act  has  been  committed,  and  when  the  reckoning  comes  to  be  paid,  the  a^^p^ssor 
may  depend  upon  it  that  they  will  find  the  settlement  both  expensive  and  humiliating. 
Bearding  the  lion  in  his  den  will  not  turn  out  either  so  amusing  or  profitable  an  occu- 
pation as  our  friends  the  Spaniards  seem  to  imagine. 

(For  inclosure  8  see  iuclosnre  2  in  No.  2.) 


No.  7. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr,  Johnson, 

No.  97.]  WASHINGTON,  April  5, 1869. 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  *  dcBpatch  No.  12,  of  the  23d  ultimo,  addressed 
to  this  department*  by  Mr.  Henry  C.  Hall,  acting  consul  general  of  the 
United  States  at  Havana,  and  of  the  accompanying  papers ;  and  also  a 
copy  of  a  t  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  with  the  report  of 
Bear- Admiral  Hoff  to  him,  all  relating  to  the  seizure  of  the  American 
brig  Mary  Lowell,  at  Bagged  Island,  by  the  Spanish  war  steamer  An- 
dalaza.  As  this  seizure  not  only  took  place  within  British  jurisdiction, 
bat  at  a  time  when  the  vessel  was  in  charge  of  a  colonial  custom-house 
oflRcer,  it  is  presumed  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  not  hesitate 
to  hold  the  Spanish  authorities  accountable  for  the  proceedings.  This 
government  will  look  to  the  British  government  for  indemnification  for 
the  losses  and  injuries  which  citizens  of, the  United  States,  owners  of 
the  Mary  Lowell  and  her  cargo,  may  sustain  in  consequence  of  her  ille- 
gal seizure. 


No.  8. 
Mr.  Hall  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  32.]  Havana,  April  21, 1869.— (Beceived  April  27.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  dispatches  Nos.  134  to 
136,  inclusive,  and  also  circular  No.  71. 

With  reference  to  my  Nos.  12, 14,  and  26, 1  have  now  to  inform  the 
department  that  the  four  seamen  of  the  brig  Mary  Lowell  were  released 
on  the  13th  instant,  on  which  day  the  vessel  was  declared  by  the  marine 
court  to  be  a  lawful  prize. 

Against  this  decision  the  British  consul  general  has  protested,  and 
the  case  will  now  undergo  revision,  and  appeal  to  a  higher  court ;  in  the 

*  See  No.  2  and  inclosures.  t  See  No.  5  and  inclosures. 
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meanwhile,  it  is  reported  that  the  vessel  has  been  discharged,  and  her 
cargo  deposited  at  the  government  arsenal. 

At  my  suggestion  the  British  consul  has  taken  the  affidavits  of  the 
four  seamen  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  accom- 
pany herewith  copies  thereof,  as  per  inclosure  No.  1.  Their  statements 
before  the  consul  do  not  confirm  what  they  were  rejwrted  to  have  stated 
to  the  Spanish  prize  court. 

I  further  accompany,  inclosure  No.  2,  copies  of  the  affidavits  of  Messrs. 
James  R.  Norris,  and  John  T.  Tucker,  who  were  witnesses  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Mary  Lowell,  all  going  to  establish  the  fact  beyond  doubt, 
that  the  vessel  was,  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  far  within  British  juris- 
diction, besides  being  in  charge  of  a  British  officer  of  customs,  and  her 
hatches  under  the  seal  of  the  custom-house  at  Ragged  Island. 


I  Inclosure  I  in  No.  9.  | 

Appeared  before  me,  Alexander  Graham  Dunlop^  esquire,  lier  Britauuic  Mj^jesty's 
consul  general  in  Cuba,  tliis  15th  day  of  April,  1869,  in  the  British  consulate,  at  Hav- 
ana, John  Keynolds,  and  James  Welsh,  seamen  taken  on  board  the  American  brigau- 
tine  Mary  Lowell,  who  being  duly  sworn,  declared  as  follows : 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1869,  we  were  on  board  the  Mary  Lowell,  which  weighed  from 
man-of-war  anchorage  in  charge  of  Mr.  Walter  Wilson,  (British  custom-house  oflScer,^ 
between  9  an<l  10  a.  m.,  with  the  intention  of  working  round  the  sontheast  point  of 
Little  Ragged  Island,  and  going  into  Ragged  Island  harbor.  The  ship's  hatches  were 
all  sealed,  and  had  been  sealed  previous  to  our  joining  the  vessel,  which  was  on  the 
26th  of  February,  1869.  At  this  time  the  Spanish  war  steamer  AndaluzawasanchortHl 
two  or  three  cables  from  us.  The  steamer  weighed  immediately  after  we  did.  The 
wind  wan  light  from  the  eastward,  and  we  made  short  tacks  about  every  half  hoar, 
coing  about- three  knots.  The  steamer  tacked  whenever  we  did,  and  kept  within  the 
aistance  of  half  a  mile  to  one  mile  from  us,  until  about  2  p.  m.,  when  a  vessel  hove  in 
sight  to  southward,  which  proved  to  be  a  monitor,  and  the  Andaluzia  went  out  to  re- 
connoiter  her,  and  returned  to  her  former  position  near  us  in  about  an  hour,  (aay 
about  3  p.  m.)  We  were  then  standing  to  the  southward.  The  Andaluza  then  came 
within  hail,  and  ofifered  to  tow  us  round  the  southeast  point  of  Little  Ragged  Island. 
We  declined,  as  we  expected  to  weather  it  on  the  next  tack.  At  the  time  she  made 
thifi  o£fer  we  were  not  more  than  one  mile  and  a  half  from  oft'  the  shore.  We  stood  ofl' 
to  three  miles,  passing  to  windward  of  the  Hobson  breaker  for  the  first  time,  and  close 
to  it,  only  just  clearing  it.    At  no  time  during  the  day  had  we  gone  off  shore  so  far. 

Shortly  after  4  p.  m.  we  tacked  and  stood  in  shore,  with  our  American  colors  flying. 
In  the  meantime  the  Andaluza  had  lowered  a  cutter  full  of  armed  men,  besides  her 
crew,  (upwards  of  twenty  in  all,)  and  they  endeavored  to  come  alongside  after  we  tacked 
toward  the  shore,  but  were  unable  to  get  alongside.  Seeing  this,  the  Andaluza  came 
up  on  our  port  beam  and  ordered  us  to  lower  away  our  sails,  at  the  same  time  pointing 
a  gun  at  us.  As  soon  as  we  understood  the  order  we  obeyed  it.  We  were  then  far  to 
the  northward  of  the  Hobson  breaker,  and  lay  well  up,  so  as  to  weather  the  south- 
east point  of  Little  Ragged  Island,  distant  about  one  mile.  After  the  sails  were  low- 
ered we  drifted  so  close  to  the  rocks  that  Mr.  Wilson  had  the  ship  kept  away  south- 
west toprevent  her  striking.  In  a  few  minutes  the  boat  came  alongside — the  port 
side.  The  officer  in  command  of  the  Spanish  boat  noticed  the  flag,  and  asked  per- 
mission of  Mr.  Wilson,  who  was  in  command,  to  come  on  board.  Leave  was  given  to 
come,  himself,  alone.  As  soon  as  he  was  on  deck,  some  order  was  given  irom  the 
steamer  Andaluza,  and  the  officer  at  once  called  the  armed  men  on  board  out  of  the 
boat,  and  they  took  charge  of  the  vessel,  and  ordered  the  crew  of  the  Mary  Lowell  to 
go  on  board  the  Andaluza,  which  we  did.  We  had  scarcely  any  clothes,  as  they  were 
loft  on  shore  at  Ragged  Island,  the  vessel  having  only  weighed  to  shift  her  berth.  A» 
soon  as  we  got  on  board  we  (four)  were  all  put  in  irons  down  below ;  in  about  half  an 
hour  we  were  released,  and  on  going  on  deck  we  found  that  the  Andalnza  had  the 
Mary'Lowell  in  tow,  and  was  steaming  away  from  the  land  (Ragged  Island)  at  a  rapid 
I  rate.    On  the  16th  of  March,  1869,  we  arrived  at  Nuevitas,  and  were  subsequently 

I  examined  there,  before  the  Spanish  authorities.   We  remained  on  board  the  Andaloza, 

prisoners  at  large,  till  the  morning  of  the  21st  day  of  March,  when  we  were  transferred 
on  board  the  Bkisco  de  Garaye,  and  left  Nuevitas  in  her  on  the  22d  of  March,  1869, 
arriving  at  Havana  harbor  on  the  24th  of  March.    We  remained  about  six  days  on  the 
'  Blasco  Garaye,  and  on  one  occasion,  whilst  she  was  coaling,  we  were  put  in  irons  for 
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one  night.  Oq  the  30th  of  March,  1869,  we  were  placed  on  board  the  Gerona,  in  Ha- 
vana harbor,  and  remained  prisoners  between  two  guns  (on  her  main  deck)  for  about 
ten  days.  We  were  then  allowed  to  go  at  large  until  the  evening  of  the  13th  of  April, 
1869,  when  we  were  set  at  liberty,  and  a  boat  from  the  Gerona  landed  us  in  the  town 
of  Havana.  Since  we  have  been  at  Havana  we  have  each  been  examined  once,  before 
a  jnd^o  on  board  the  Gerona.  And  we  hereby  solemnly  declare  that  both  during  that 
exammation  and  also  during  the  previous  one  at  Nuevitas,  the  evidence  we  gave  went 
to  prove  that  the  Mary  Lowell  was  taken  not  further  than  one  mile  from  the  shore  of 
Ragged  Island,  and  concurs  in  every  particular  with  this  declaration. 

mth  resx)ect  to  the  Spanish  decision  on  the  case  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  writt<en  in  the 
auditor's  report  in  Spanish,  and  dat-ed  the  14th  of  April,  1869,  and  verbally  translated 
to  US  by  the  English  consul,  in  which  we  are  represented  to  have  said  that,  at  the 
time  of  seizure  of  the  Mary  Lowell  by  the  Andaluza:  *'One  said  that  she  was  one  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  coast,  but  he  could  not  affirm  it ;  another,  between  three  and  four 
miles;  another,  at  three  miles,  and  another  at  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  island.'^ 
We  hereby  declare  that  this  alleged  report  of  any  ^rtion  of  any  evidence  of  ours  ia 
an  entire  mistake  and  error  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  Judge,  or  interpreter,  we  don't 
know  which,  and  we  declare  this  solemnly,  although  we  may  have  signed  papers 
placed  before  us  for  signature  by  the  Spanish  officials,  after  having  had  them  hastily 
read  to  us,  (either  in  Spanish,  or  English,  or  both.)  If  anything  was  said  by  us  about 
three  miles  or  four  miles,  as  being  our  distance  off  shore,  we  meant  to  reply  to  a  query- 
respecting  Great  Ragged  Island,  and  not  the  distance  from  the  shore  of  Little  Ragged 
Island.  Our  remembrance  of  this  is  perfectly  distinct,  and  we  do  not  acknowledge  aa 
true  the  assertion  in  the  Spanish  report  respecting  any  discrepancy  in  our  severiu  tes- 
timonies. 

JOHN  REYNOLDS. 

JAMES  WELSH. 

Sworn  to  and  signed  before  mc,  15th  April,  18l>9. 

[SEAL.]  A.  GRAHAM  DIINLOP, 

Her  Majesty's  Conaul  General  in  Cuba. 

CoxsuuiTE  General  ok  the  United  States  of  America  in  Havana  : 

We,  John  Reynolds  and  James  Welsh,  do  hereby  solemnly  swear  that  we  have  heard 
rea<l  to  us  the  foregoing  affidavit  made  by  us  before  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul 
general  at  this  port,  and  do  hereby  contirm  and  reaffirm  all  the  statements  made  by  us 
therein,  and  do  declare  them  t<f  be  true  in  every  respect.     So  help  me  God. 

JOHN  REYNOLDS. 

JAMES  WELSH. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  tlio  undersigned,  vice-consnl  general  of  the 
United  States  of  America  at  Havana,  the  2l8t  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1839.  Witness  my 
hand  and  the  seal  of  this  consulate  general. 

[SEAL.]  HENRY  C.  lULL, 

United  States  Vice-Conaul  Generah 


[Inclognre  2  in  No.  cf.] 

Appeared  before  me,  Alexander  Graham  Dunlop,  esquire,  her  Britannic  Majosty^s 
consul  general  in  Cuba,  this  1.5th  day  of  April,  1869,  in  the  British  consulate  at  Ha- 
vana, Louis  Exton,  seaman,  taken  on  board  the  American  brigantino  Mary  Lowell ; 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  declared  aa  follows : 

On  the  i5th  of  March,  1869, 1  was  on  board  the  Mary  Lowell,  which  weighed  from 
"man-of-war"  anchorage,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Walter  Wilson,  (British  custom-house  offi- 
cer,) between  9  and  10  a.  m.,  with  the  intention  of  working  round  the  southeast  point 
of  Little  Rageed  Island,  and  going  into  Ragged  Island  harbor.  The  ship's  hatches 
were  all  sealed,  and  had  been  sealed  previous  to  my  joining  the  vessel,  which  was  ou 
the  26th  of  February,  1869.  At  this  time  the  Spanish  war  steamer  Andaluza  was  an- 
chored two  or  three  cables  from  us.  The  steamer  weighed  immediately  after 
we  did.  The  wind  was  light  from  the  eastward,  and  we  made  short  tacks  about  every 
half  hour,  going  about  three  knots.  The  steamer  tacked  whenever  we  did,  and  kept 
within  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  to  one  mile  from  us  until  about  2  p.  m.,  when  a 
vessel  hove  in  sight  to  southward,  which  proved  to  be  a  monitor,  and  the  Andaluza 
went  out  to  reconnoitre,  and  returned  to  her  former  position  near  us  in  about  an  hour, 
(say  about  3  p.  m.)  We  were  then  standing  to  the  southward.  The  Andaluza  then 
came  within  hail,  and  olfered  to  tow  us  round  tlu)  8outhen.st  point  of  Little  Ragged 
Island.  We  declined,  bs  we  expected  to  weather  it  on  the  next  tack.  At  the  time  she 
made  this  offer,  we  were  not  more  than  one  railoaud  a  half  off  the  shore.  We  stood 
off  to  three  miles,  passing  to  windward  of  the  Hobson  breaker  for  the  iirst  time,  and 
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close  to  it,  ouly  just  cleariug  it ;  at  uo  time  during  the  day  had  we  gone  ofi'  the  shore 
so  far. 

Shortly  af^er  4  p.  m.  >ve  tacked  and  stood  in  shore,  with  onr  American  colors  flying. 
In  the  meantime  the  Andaluza  had  lowered  a  cutt«r  full  of  armed  men,  besides  ber 
crew,  (upwards  of  twenty  in  all,)  and  they  endeavored  to  come  alongside  after  we  tacked 
toward  the  shore,  but  were  unable  to  get  alongside.  Seeing  this,  the  Andaluza  came 
up  on  our  i>ort  beam,  and  ordered  us  to  lower  away  our  sails,  at  the  same  time  point- 
ing a  gun  at  us*  As  soon  as  we  understood  the  order  we  obeyed  it.  We  were  then  far  to 
the  northward  of  the  Hobson  breaker,  and  lay  well  up,  so  as  to  weather  the  sontheaut 
point  of  Little  Ragged  Island,  distant  about  one  mile.  After  the  sails  were  lowered, 
we  drifted  so  close  to  the  rocks  that  Mr.  Wilson  had  the  ship  kept  away  southwest  to 
prevent  her  striking.  In  a  few  minutes  the  boat  came  alongside — ^the  port-side.  When 
the  mainsail  was  lowered,  I  took  the  American  ensigu,  {which  had  come  down  with  tbe 
halliards,)  aud  laid  it  over  the  port  gangway.  The  officer  in  command  of  the  Siuini&b 
boat  noticed  the  flag,  and  asked  permission  of  Mr.  Wilson,  who  was  in  command,  to 
come  on  board.  Leave  was  given  to  come,  himself,  alone.  As  soon  as  he  was  ou  our 
deck,  some  order  was  given  from  the  steamer  Andaluza,  and  the  officer  at  once  called 
the  armed  men  on  board,  out  of  the  boat,  and  they  took  charge  of  the  vessel,  and  or- 
dered the  crow  of  the  Mary  Lowell  to  go  on  board  the  Andaluza,  which  we  did.  We 
had  scarcely  any  clothes,  as  they  were  left  on  shore  at  Ragged  Island,  the  vessel  having 
only  weighed  to  shift  her  berth.  As  soon  as  we  got  on  board  we  (four)  were  all  put  in 
irons  down  below  ;  in  about  half  an  hour  we  wore  released,  and  on  going  on  deck  we 
found  that  the  Andaluza  had  the  Marj'  Lowell  in  tow,  and  was  steaming  away  frooi 
the  land  (Ragged  Inland)  at  a  rapid  rate. 

On  the  16th  of  March,  1?^69,  we  arrived  at  Nuevitas,  and  were  subsequently  exam- 
ined there  before  the  Spanish  authorities.  We  remained  on  boai'd  the  Andaluza,  pris- 
oners at  large,  until  the  morning  of  the  2l8t  of  March,  when  we  were  transferred  ou 
board  the  Blasco  Garaye,  and  left  Nuevitas  in  her  on  the  22d  of  March,  1869,  arriving 
in  Havana  harbor  on  the  24th  of  March.  We  remained  about  six  days  on  the  Blascn 
de  Garaye,  and  on  one  occasion,  while  she  was  coaling,  we  were  put  in  irons  for  one 
night.  On  the  13th  of  March,  1869,  we  were  placed  on  board  the  Gerona,  in  Havana 
harbor,  and  remained  prisoners,  between  two  guns,  (on  her  main  deck,)  for  about  ten 
days.  •  Wo  were  then  allowed  t«  go  at  large  until  the  evening  of  the  13th  of  April,  It^, 
when  we  were  set  at  liberty,  and  a  boat  from  the  Gerona  landed  us  in  the  town  of  Ha- 
vana. Since  we  have  beouin  Havana  we  have  been  each  examined  once,  before  a  jadge 
on  board  the  Gerona.  And  I  hereby  solemnly  declare  that  both  during  that  exam- 
ination, and  also  during  the  previous  one  at  Nuevitds,  the  evidence  I  gave  weut  to  ' 
grove  that  the  Mary  Lowell  was  taken  not  further  than  one  mile  from  the  shore  of 
lagged  Island,  and  concurs  in  every  particular  with  this  declaration ;  and  with  re- 
spect to  the  Spanish  decision  in  the  case  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  written  in  the  auditor.^ 
report  in  Spanish,  and  dated  the  14th  of  April,  1869,  and  verbally  translated  to  me  by 
the  English  consul,  in  which  we  are  represented  to  have  said  that,  at  the  time  of  seiz- 
ure of  the  Mary  Lowell  by  the  Andaluza :  *^  One  said  that  she  was  one  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  coast,  but  he  could  not  affirm  it ;  another  between  three  and  four  miles ;  an- 
other, at  three  miles  ;  and  another  at  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  island.''  I  hereby 
declare  that  this  alleged  report  of  any  evidence  of  mine  is  an  entire  mistake  and  em^r 
on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  judge,  or  interpreter,  I  don't  know  which,  and  I  declare  thl" 
solemnly,  although  I  may  have  signed  papers  placed  before  me  for  signature  by  the 
Spanish  officials  after  haVing  had  them  hastily  read  to  us,  (either  in  Spanish  or  Engliish, 
or  both.)  If  anything  was  said  by  me  about  "  three  miles,"  or  "  four  miles,"  as  being 
our  distance  off  shore,  I  meant  torepl^-  to  a  query  respecting  Great  Ragged  Island,  and 
not  the  distance  from  the  shore  of  Little  Ragged  Island.  My  remembrance  of  this  i^^ 
perfectly  distinct,  and  I  do  not  acknowledge  as  true  the  assertion  in  the  Spanisli  report 
respecting  any  discrepancies  in  our  several  testimonies. 

LOUIS  EXTOS, 

Sworn  to  and  signed  before  me  15th  April,  1869. 

[SEAL.]  A.  GRAHAM  DUNLOP, 

Her  Maie»tj^9  Cantul  Genertd  in  Cuhi. 

Consulate  General  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Hav-ina. 
I,  Louis  Exton,  do  solemnly,  truly,  and  sincerely  swear  that  I  have  heard  read  the 
foregoing  copy  of  an  affidavit  made  by  me  before  the  British  consul  general  at  this  port, 
and  do  hereby  confirm  and  reaffirm  all  the  statements  therein  made  b^^  me,  and  do  de- 
clare them  to  be  true  in  every  particular :  so  help  me  God. 

LOUIS  EXTOX. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  undersigned,  vice-conBul  general  of  the  United 
States  of  America  at  Havana,  the  21st  day  of  Aphl,  A.  D.  1869.    Witness  my  hand  and 
the  seal  of  this  consulate  general. 
[8EAL.1  HENRY  C.  HALL, 

United  SUiiei  Vic^Congul  Gtn&ai. 
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[Inflosuro  3  in  Ko.  8.1 

Appeared  before  me,  Alexander  Graham  Dunlop.  e«q.,  her  Britannic  Majeaty'B  conaul 
IP>Deralin  Cuba,  this  i5th  day  of  April,  180)9,  in  the  British  consulate  at  Havana,  John 
ShaimoD,  seaman,  taken  on  lK)ard  the  American  brigautine  Mary  Lowell,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  declared  at  follows,  to  wit :  On  the  15th  day  of  March,  1869, 1  was  on  board 
tbe  Mary  Lowell,  which  weighed  from  *^  man-of-war  anchorage,^'  in  charge  of  Mr.  Wal- 
ter Wilson  (British  custom-house  officer)  between  9  and  10  a.  m.,  with  the  intention  of 
working  round  the  southeast  point  of  Little  Ragged  Island,  and  going  into  Ragged 
Island  harbor.    The  ship's  hatches  were  all  sealed,  and  had  been  sealed  previous  to  my 
joining  the  vessel,  which  was  on  the  26th  of  February,  1869.    At  this  time  the  Spanish 
war  steamer  Andalusia  was  anchored  two  or  three  cables  from  us.    The  steamer  weighed 
immediately  after  we  did.    The  wind  was  light  from  the  eastward,  and  we  made  short 
tacks  about  every  half  hour,  going  about  three  knots.    The  steamer  tacked  whenever 
we  did,  and  kept  within  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  to  one  mile  from  us,  until  about  2 
p.  m.,  when  a  vessel  hove  in  si^ht  to  southward,  which  proved  to  be  a  monitor,  and  the 
Andalnsia  went  out  to  reconnoiter  her,  and  returned  to  her  former  position  near  us,  in 
aboat  an  hour,  (say  about  3  p.  m.)    We  were  then  standing  to  the  southward.    The  An- 
dalusia then  came  within  hail,  and  offered  to  tow  us  round  the  southeast  point  of  Little 
Ragged  Island.    We  declined,  as  we  expected  to  weather  it  on  the  next  tack.    At  the 
time  she  made  this  offer,  we  were  not  more  than  one  mile  and  a  half  off  the  shore.    We 
stood  off  to  three  miles,  passing  to  windward  of  the  Hobson  breaker  for  the  first  time, 
and  close  to  it,  only  just  clearing  it ;  at  no  time  during  the  day  had  we  gone  off  shore 
80  far.    Shortly  after  4  p.  m.  we  tacked  and  stood  in  shore  with  our  American  colors 
liyiug.    In  the  meantime  the  Andalusia  had  lowered  a  cutter  full  of  armed  men,  besides 
her  crew,  (upwards  of  twenty  in  all,)  and  they  endeavored  to  come  alongside  i^ter 
wf  tacked  toward  the  shore,  but  were  unable  to  get  alongside.    Seeing  this  the  An- 
dalusia came  up  on  our  port  beam,  and  ordered  us  to  lower  away  our  sails,  at 
the  same  time   pointing  a  ^m  at   us.      As  soon  as  we  understood  the  order  we 
obeyed  it.    We   were  then  far  to  the  northward  of  the  Hobson  breaker,   and  lay 
well  up,  so  as  to  weather  the  southeast  i>oiut  of  Little  Ragged  Island,  distant 
about  one  mile.      After  the  sails  were  lowered  we  drifted  so  close  to  the  rocks 
that  Mr.  Wilson  had  the  ship  kept  away  southwest  to  prevent  her  striking.    In  a  few 
minutes  the  boat  came  alongside — the  port  side.    The  officer  in  command  of  the  Span- 
ish boat  noticed  the  flag,  and  asked  i)ermission  of  Mi*.  Wilson,  who  was  in  command, 
to  come  on  boanl.    Leave  was  given  to  come,  himself,  alone.    As  soon  as  he  was  on  our 
deck  some  order  was  given  from  the  steamer  Andalusia,  aud  the  officer  at  once  called 
the  armed  men   on  board  out  of  the  boat,  and  they  took  charge  of  the  vessel,  and  or- 
dered the  crew  of  the  Mary  Lowell  to  go  on  board  the  Andalusia,  which  we  did.    We 
had  scarcely  any  clothes,  as  they  were  left  on  shore  at  Ragged  Island,  the  vessel  hav- 
ing only  weighed  to  shift  her  berth.    As  soon  as  we  got  on  board  we  (four)  were  all 
put  in  irons  down  below.    In  about  half  an  hour  we  were  released,  and  on  .  going  on 
deck  we  found  that  the  Andaluza  had  the  Mary  Lowell  in  tow,  and  was  steaming  away 
from  the  land  (Ragged  Island)  at  a  rapid  rate.    On  the  16tli  of  March,  1869,  we  arrived 
at  Nuevitas,  and  were  subsequently  examined  there  before  the  Spanish  authorities.  We 
remained  on  board  the  Andalnsia' prisoners  at  large  till  the  morning  of  the  21st  of 
March,  when  we  were  transferred  on  board  the  BInsco  Garaye,  and  left  Nuevitas  in  her 
on  the  22d  of  March,  1869,  arriving  in  Havana  hai'bor  on  the  24th  of  March.    We  re- 
mained about  six  days  in  the  Blasco  Garaye,  and  on  one  occasion,  while  she  was  coal- 
in*:,  we  were  put  in  irons  for  one  night.     On  the  30th  of  March,  1869,  we  were  placed 
on  board  the  Gerona  in  Havana  harbor,  and  remained  prisoners  between  two  guns  (on 
her  main  deck)  for  about  ten  days.    We  were  then  allowed  to  go  at  large  until  the 
evening  of  the  13th  of  April.  1869.  when  we  were  set  at  liberty,  and  a  boat  from  the 
Gerona  landed  us  in  the  town  of  Havana.    Since  we  have  Wen  at  Havana  we  have 
each  been  examined  once,  before  a  judge  on  board  the  Gerona.    And  I  hereby  solemnly 
declare  that,  both  during  that  examination  and  also  during  the  i)revious  one  at  Nue- 
vitas, the  evidence  I  gave  went  to  prove  that  the  Mary  Lowell  was  taken  not  further 
than  one  mile,  or  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  shore  of  Ragged  Island,  and  concurs 
in  every  particular  with  this  declaration.    And  with  respect  to  the  Spanish  decision  on 
the  case  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  written  in  the  auditor's  report  in  Spanish,  and  dated  the 
14th  of  April,  1869,  and  verbally  translated  to  me  by  the  English  consul,  in  which  we 
are  represented  to  have  said  that,  at  the  time  of  seizure  of  the  Mary  Lowell  by  the 
Andalusia:  **  One  said  she  wasoue  mile  and  a  half  from  the  coast,  but  he  could  not 
affirm  it ;  another  between  three  and  four  miles  ;  another  at  three  miles  ;  and  another 
at  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  island  ;"  I  hereby  declare  that  the  alleged  report  of 
any  evidence  of  mine  is  an  entire  mistake  and  error  on  the  part  of  the  Sjianish  judge 
or  interpreter,  I  don't  know  which  ;  and  I  declare  this  solemnly,  although  I  may  have 
wgued  papers  placed  before  me  for  signature  by  the  Spanish  officials,  after  having  had 
them  hastily  read  to  us,  (either  in  Spauish  or  English,  or  both.)    If  anything  was  said 
by  me  about  "  three  miles"  or  "  four  miles,"  as  being  our  distance  off  shore,  I  meant  to 
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reply  to  a  query  respecting  Great  Ragged  Island,  and  not  the  distance  from  the  shore 
of  Little  Ragged  Island.  My  remembrance  of  this  is  perfectly  distinct,  and  I  do  not 
acknowledge  as  tnie  the  assertion  in  the  Spanish  report  respecting  any  discrepancy 
in  onr  several  testimonies. 

JOHN  SHANNON. 

Sworn  to  and  signed  before  me,  15tli  April,  1869. 

[SKAI.]  A.  GRAHAM  DUNLOP, 

Her  Majesty* B  Consul  General  in  Cuba. 

CONHULATK  GENERAL  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  IN  HAVANA. 

I,  John  Shannon,  do  solemnly,  truly,  and  sincerely  swear  that  I  have  heard  read  the 
foreeolng  affidavit,  ma<le  by  me  before  the  British  consul  general  at  this  port,  and  do 
hereby  confirm  and  reaffirm  all  the  stat'sments  therein  made  by  me,  and  do  declare  them 
to  be  true  in  every  particular :  so  help  me  God. 

JOHN  SHANNON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  undersigned,  vice-consul  general  of  the 
United  States  of  America  at  Havana,  the  *21st  day  of  April,  1869.  Witness  my  hand 
and  the  seal  of  this  consulate  general. 

[SEAL.]  HENRY  C.  HALL, 

United  States  Vice-Consul  General. 


[laclotiiire  4  iu  No.  8. J 

Nassau,  New  Pkovidenck,  Bahamas,  Ajml  3, 1869. 
On  this  day,  Ix'fore  me,  the  Honorable  Edward  Barrett  Anderson  Taylor,  police 
magistrate  in  and  for  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  personally  appeared  James  R. 
Norris,  and  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say:  That  I  am  a  native  citizen 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  having  been  temporarily  sojourning  on  Ra|:j;Hl 
Island,  Bahamas ;  that  whjlst  sojourning  there  the  American  brig  Slary  Lowell,  of  New 
York,  arrived  and  anchored  first  Inside  of  -what  is  called  the  harbor ;  about  four  days 
afterwards  she  was  removed  to  what  is  called  the  "man-of-war  anchorage,"  on  the 
south  side  of  the  island,  about  one  mile  from  shore ;  she  remained  there  about  fifteen 
days,  the  greater  portion  of  this  time  closely  watched  by  the  JSpanish  war  ship  Anda- 
lusia.   Another  Spanish  war  steamer,  the  Africa,  come  there  twice  during  the  time.    I 
was  present  when  the  commander  and  another  officer  of  the  Andalusia  met  the  collector 
on  the  road,  and  requested  the  acting  collector  to  allow  him  to  search  the  brig  Mary 
Lowell,  as  they  had  information  that  she  had  arms  and  ammunition  on  board  for  the 
insurgents  in  Cuba.    This  the  acting  collector  refused  to  do,  and  stated  that  she  was 
in  an  unseaworthy  condition,  unable  to  prosecute  her  voyage,  and  that  the  master  and 
part  of  the  crew  had  gone  to  New  York  to  confer  with  the  owners,  and  that  the  ve»el 
was  under  his  charge  and  protection ;  that  her  papers  were  deposited  in  the  custom- 
house, and  her  hatches  were  under  seal,  and  a  British  custom-house  officer  on  board  in 
charge  of  her.    The  acting  collector  was  George  W.  Wilson.    About  eight  or  ten  days 
after  the  brig  had  been  in  charge  of  the  custom-house  authorities,  Mr.  Luke  C  Hollar, 
the  collector,  who  had  been  absent  at  Nassau,  returned  to  Ragged  Island.    The  day 
after  his  arrival  he,  myself,  and  the  former  acting  collector  Wilson,  went  on  board  tlie 
Spanish  war  steamer  Andalusia  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  the  captain.    He, 
HoUar,  told  the  commander,  through  me  as  interpreter,  that  he  had  been  away  and 
had  just  arrived,  and  had  come  to  say  to  him  that  this  vessel,  the  Mary  Lovrell,  was 
under  his  charge  with  a  custom-house  officer  on  board,  and  that  for  the  greater  secarity 
he  intended  to  remove  her  into  the  inner  harbor,  which  the  captain  of  the  Spanish  war 
steamer  agreed  to  do,  but  that  he  w^ould  follow  her  in.    The  collector  then  told  him. 
through  me,  that  he,  the  commander  of  the  war  steamer,  must  beware — that  he  could 
not  trouble  her  either  while  at  anchor  or  iu  removing  her  into  the  inner  harbor.    The 
commander  said  ho  was  aw^are  of  that  and  had  no  intention  of  doing  so.    The  com- 
mander expressed  a  wish  to  Mr.  Hollar^  the  collector,  *^  that  if  the  brig  was  to  be  taken 
into  the  harbor  that  he,  the  collector,  would  send  him  a  pilot  on  board  to  take  him  in 
also.    The  collector  complied  with  his  wishes  and  sent  the  deputy  collector  on  board 
the  war  vessel  to  act  as  pilot.    He  also  stated  to  me  that  he  had  information  from  Sec- 
retary Seward  and  the  governor  of  Nassau  of  the  character  of  this  vessel,  and  that  he 
had  dispatches  from  them.    That  on  tho  15th  of  March  the  custom-house  officer  on 
board  the  Mary  Lowell  (Walter  J.  Wilson)  undertook  to  bring  her  into  the  harbor  of 
Ragged  Island,  and  when  about  to  double  the  southeast  point  of  Little  Ragged  Island 
she  was  boarded  by  a  crew  from  the  war  steamer  Andalusia  and  captured,  when  at  a 
distance  from  the  southeast  point  of  Little  Ragged  Island  of  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile.    She  was  at  no  time,  whilst  getting  her  in,  three  miles  from  the  shore,  and  was 
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captured  in  violfttion  of  a  Bacred  agreement  made  between  the  captain  of  tlie  Spanish 
Trar  steamer  and  the  collector,  as  well  as  in  clear  violation  of  the  law  of  nations.  The 
Spanish  war  steamer  Africa  arrived  at  Ragged  Island  between  6  and  7  o'clock  of  the 
evening  before  the  capture^  and  left  again  at  midnight,  after  communicatiDg  with  the 
Aodalusia. 

J.  R.  NORRIS. 

Taken  on  oath  at  Nassau,  in  the  said  island,  the  day  and  year  first  within  written, 
before  me — 

E.  B.  A.  TAYLOR, 

Police  Magistrate. 


[Inclosare.  5  in  No.  8.] 

Saturday,  April  3,  1869. 
John  T.  Tucker,  being  sworn,  saith :  I  was  ashore  at  Ragged  Island  on  the  day  of 
the  occurrence  of  the  Mary  Lowell  having  been  taken  in  tow  by  the  Spanish  war 
steamer  Andalusia.  The  brig  was  then  lying  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  south- 
east point  of  Little  Ragged  Island.  In  three-q>iarters  of  an  hour  afterwards,  Mr. 
Walter  Wilson,  the  tide-waiter  of  the  port,  came  ashore ;  he  had  been  in  charge  of  the 
Mary  Lowell. 

JOHN  T.  TUCKER. 

Taken  on  oath  at  Nassau,  in  the  said  island,  the  day  and  year  first  above  wi-itten. 

E.  B.  A.  TAYLOR, 
Police  Magistrate^  New  Providence, 


No.  9. 

Mr.  Johnson  to  Mr,  Fish. 

M.  160.]  London,  April  24, 1869.— (Received  May  5.) 

In  virtue  of  your  dispatch  No.  97,  of  the  5th  instant,  the  receipt  of 
which  I  acknowledged  in  my  dispatch  No.  154,  of  the  17th,  I  addressed 
a  note  to  Lord  Clarendon,  dated  the  19th  of  this  month,  calling  his 
attention  to  the  outrage  committed  by  a  Spanish  vessel  of  war  in  the 
seizure  of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  while  lying  off  Little  Bagged 
Island,  and  within  British  waters,  and  while  she  was  in  charge  of  a 
British  custom-house  oificer,  and  advising  his  lordship  that  her  Majesty's 
government  would  be  looked  to  to  indemnify  the  owners,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  losses  consequent  on  such  seizui*e.  I  have  this 
moment  received  a  reply  from  his  lordship,  dated  yesterday,  which  will 
inform  you  of  the  present  state  of  the  matter  as  far  as  it  is  known  to 
this  government.    I  inclose  a  copy. 

Beeming  it  important  to  give  you  the  earliest  information  on  the 
subject,  I  have  but  time  to  say  this  much  before  the  mail  closes. 
I  transmit  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Lord  Clarendon  of  the  19th  instant. 


[luclosuro  1  in  Xo.  9.] 

Mr.  Johnson  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 

London,  April  19,  1869. 
On  the  15th  of  March  last,  when  lying  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  Ragged  Island — 
one  of  the  Bahamas — and  in  British  waters,  subject  to  the  exclusive  jurisdict'ion  of 
lier  Majesty's  government,  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell  was  captured  by  the  Span- 
ish war  steamer  Andaluza,  or  Andalusia,  and  carried  off'.  What  has  been  done  with 
her  or  her  cargo  does  not  appear.  At  the  time  of  the  capture  she  was  under  the  charge 
of  a  British  pilot  and  custom-house  officer,  her  captain  having  placed  him  in  charge, 
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he  having  cone  t-o  Now  York  for  orders ;  and  her  hatches  were  sealed  down  with  the 
seal  of  her  Majesty's  customs. 

It  is  difficult  to  ima^ne  a  grosser  outrage  upon  both  our  governments.  That  upon 
her  Majesty's  was  a  pSpable  disregard  of  her  authority,  and  one  which  I  am  sure  her 
government  will  not  submit  to.  That  my  government  has  also  been  insulted  and  itft 
rights  violated  is  equally  clear ;  and  that  Spain  is  responsible  for  all  the  consequence's 
is  also  clear.  But,  as  the  Mary  Lowell  was,  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  her  Majesty's  government,  my  government  has  a  right  to  expect  that  her 
government  will  take  immediate  steps  to  enforce  as  against  Spain  a  proper  indemnity. 

The  subject  has  been  brought  to  my  attention  by  a  dispatcn  from  my  government, 
dated  the  5th  instant,  which,  after  stating  the  facts,  thus  concludes :  "  As  this  seizure 
not  only  took  place  within  British  jurisdiction,  but  at  the  time  when  the  vessel  wa«  in 
charge  of  a  colonial  custom-house  officer,  it  is  presumed  that  her  Migesty's  government 
will  not  hesitate  to  hold  the  Spanish  authorities  accountable  for  the  proceeding.  This 
government  will  look  to  the  British  government  for  indemnilication  for  the  losses  and 
injuries  which  citizens  of  the  United  States,  owners  of  the  Mary  Lowell  and  her  cargo, 
may  sustain  in  consequence  of  her  illegal  seizure." 

You  have  with  this*  copies  of  all  the  papers  which  accompanied  the  dispatch  re- 
ferred to. 

Not  doubting  that  her  Mjyesty's  government  will  concur  in  the  views  taken  by  my 
own,  and  soliciting  as  early  a  reply  as  your  lordship  can  conveniently  give, 
I  remain,  &c. 


[iDcloBnre  2  in  No.  9.] 
The  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  Mr.  Johnson, 

Foreign  Office,  April  23, 1869. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  19th  instant,  stat' 
ing  that  you  had  been  instructed  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  her  Majesty's  government 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  capture,  on  the  15th  ultimo,  off  Ragged  Island, 
one  of  the  Bahamas,  and  within  British  jurisdiction,  of  an  American  brig  called  the 
Mary  Lowell,  by  a  Spanish  steamer  of  war,  and  that  your  government  lutve  desired 
you  to  inform  me  that  they  will  look  to  her  Migesty's  government  for  indemnification 
for  any  losses  and  injuries  which  citizens  of  the  United  States  may  have  sustained  in 
consequence  of  the  illegal  seizure  and  condemnation  of  this  vessel  and  her  cargo  by 
the  Spanish  authorities. 

In  reply,  I  beg  to  acquaint  you  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  has 
already  been  called  to  the  matter,  the  serious  nature  of  which  they  fully  acknowledge. 
It  appears,  however,  by  a  telegram  which  I  have  received  from  her  Majesty's  oodbrI 
general,  at  the  Havana,  that  tue  Mary  Lowell  has  been  condemned  as  a  prize  token 
upon  the  high  seas. 

Her  Migesty's  government  thinks,  therefore,  that  the  proceeding  of  the  prize  court 
must  be  awaited,  as  well  as  a  report  of  the  facts  of  the  case  from  the  governor  of  the 
Bahamas.  When  these  are  received,  the  case  will  be  gone  into  immediately  by  her 
Migesty's  government. 

In  the  meanwhile  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of 
a  tele^am  which  I  sent  to  her  Migesty's  minister  at  Madrid,  on  the  17th  instant,  in- 
structing him  to  call  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Spanish  government  to  the  order 
issued  by  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba,  on  the  24th  ultimo,  declarinc  that  veflseli  cap- 
tured in  Spanish  waters  or  on  the  open  seas  bordering  on  the  island,  with  cargoes  of 
men,  arms,  ammunition,  or  articles  which  contribute  to  promote  or  encourage  the  in- 
surrection in  Cuba,  will  be  treated  as  pirates. 


[luclminre  3  in  "So.  9.] 

[Telegram.] 

Call  immediate  attention  of  Spanish  government  to  an  order  issued  by  the  Captain 
General  of  Cuba,  on  the  24th  March,  declaring  that  vessels  captured  in  Spanish  waters 
or  in  open  seas  bordering  on  the  Island,  with  cargo  of  men,  arms,  and  ammunition,  or 
articles  which  can  in  any  way  contribute  to-  promote  or  encourage  the  insurrection  in 
Cuba,  whatever  may  be  their  place  of  departure  or  their  destination,  and  after  exami- 

*  For  iDclosaren,  see  Nos.  2  and  5,  together  with  their  aeoompanimeiita. 
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natiou  of  their  papers  and  registers,  shall  be  considered  de  facto  as  enemies  of  the  integ- 
rity of  the  Spanish  territory,  and  treated  as  pirates,  accordin<r  to  the  ordinances  of 
the  navy ;  and  persons  found  on  board  snch  vessels  shall  be  immediately  shot.  Yon 
will  say  that  it  will  be  a  glaring  violation  of  the  law  of  nations  if  such  vessels  are 
eaptured  on  the  high  seas  and  their  crews  treated  as  pirates,  anil  you  will  protest 
aj^ainst  the  enforcement  of  the  decree  against  British  vessels  captured  on  the  high 
seas;  and  you  will  say  that  her  Majesty^  government  will  regard  with  the  deepest 
coDcern  the  enforcement  of  the  decree  against  the  crew  of  any  British  vessel  captured 
irithin  Spanish  waters,  when  the  crew  has  had  no  warning  of  its  promulgation. 


Xo.  10. 

Mr.  Eall  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  47J  Havana,  May  6,  1869.— [Received  May  14.J 

With  reference  to  my  commanications  Xos.  12, 14, 26,  and  32,  relative 
to  the  case  of  the  brig  Mary  Lowell,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  accom- 
pany herewith  two  copies  of  the  paper  '*Vos  de  Cuba,"  of  this  date, 
which  contains  an  article  said  to  express  the  views  of  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  the  capture  of  that  vessel,  and  entirely  approving 
the  proceedings  of  the  commander  of  the  Spanish  gunboat  Andaluza. 


[Inclosnre  iu  No.  10.  J 
[From  La  Voz  de  Cuba,  Havana,  May  6, 1869.] 

THE  MARY  LOWELL  QUESTION. 

Although  it  causes  us  grief  and  paiu  to  confess  it,  we  must  admit  that  greater  im- 
portance 18  attributed  abroad  to  the  capture  of  the  American  bri^  whose  name  appears 
at  the  head  of  this  article  than  has  been  attributed  by  as  Spaniards  to  a  deed  which, 
to  Bay  nothing  of  the  ^lory  which  it  reflects  upon  our  navy,  has  dond  more,  as  we  have 
said  on  another  occasion,  to  put  an  end  to  the  insurrection  in  Cuba  than  twenty  bat- 
tles, in  which,  as  usual,  thousands  of  traitors  had  bitten  the  dust. 

The  Voz  de  Cuba,  which  was  the  first  Journal  in  which  true  details  of  the  capture 
appeared;  which  soon  after  was  the  first  to  give  the  news  that  the  Mary  Lowell  had 
been  declared  a  lawful  prize,  and  which  published,  long  before  its  cotemporaries,  the 
inventory  of  the  arms  and  munitions  of  war  found  on  board  of  the  filibuster  brig,  is 
not  going  to  remain  silent  amid  the  clamor  raised  by  foreign  journals,  espeoiaUy  those 
of  the  l^ited  States,  in  order  to  provoke  an  intematioual  conflict  with  Spain,  on  ac- 
count of  a  capture  which  took  place,  as  they  persist  in  maintaining,  in  violation  of  aU 
troth  and  of  all  right,  in  British  waters,  some  even  depicting  it  as  an  act  of  piracy 
committed  by  the  gallant  and  talented  commander  of  our  war  schooner,  the  Andaluza. 

We  win  not  undertake,  however,  to  answer  their  assertions,  nor  to  show  the  incor- 
rectness of  illustrations  in  which,  as  in  those  of  Frank  Leslie,  the  Spanish  vessel  is 
represented  in  the  act  of  firing  wpon  the  Mary  Lowell,  whereas  not  a  single  ^n  (can- 
non) was  fired,  and  we  do  not  do  so,  because  the  question  under  consideration  is  simply 
one  of  fact  and  right,  and  we  think  it  should  only  be  examined  in  these  two  points  of 
view. 

In  order  to  be  able  to  do  this  with  all  the  data  necessary  to  the  writer  who  desires 
to  perfoim  his  task  accurately  and  faithfully,  without  leading  his  readers  into  error, 
we  have  thought  proper  to  commence  with  an  examination  of  the  official  report  of  the 
capture,  and  since  we  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  an  exact  copy  of  the  docu- 
ment, we  win  give  it  in  fuU,  although,  im^u^  so,  we  may  stop  to  print  some  of  the 
remarks  which  its  perusal  may  suggest.         *^ 

It  is  written  with  the  plainness  characteristic  of  a  sailor  who  is  averse  to  all  exagger^ 
ation  and  vain. display,  and  rhetorical  flourishes  must  not  be  looked  for  in  it,  which 
frequently  only  serve  to  conceal  and  disguise  the  truth  of  the  facts  of  which  an  exact 
account  is  desired.  It  is  the  unvarnished  statement  which,  in  the  |>erformance  of  his 
duty,  an  officer  makes  to  his  superior,  when  he  could  even  imagine  that  his  conduct  was 
going  to  give  rise  to  any  discussion,  and  everything,  even  his  very  frankness,  plainly 
8howB  the  conviction  that  he  entertained  of  having  faithfully  fulfilled  his  duties  as  a 
representative  of  Spain  on  the  ocean,  and  between  ttto  foreign  flags. 
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The  communication  atldiv.ssoil  l)y  the  commander  of  the  schooner  Audaluza,  on  the 
16th  of  March,  to  the  commander  of  the  steamer  lilasco  de  Garaye,  bepus  as  follows: 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  y<m  that  yesterday,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  1  cap- 
tured the  American  brig  MaryLowell,  six  miles  to  the  southwest  of  Ragged  Island, 
and  conseciaently  outside  of  Brit  ish  waters.  This  vessel,  without  document.^  of  any  kind, 
appears  without  captain  or  mates ;  she  is  mauued  by  four  American  sailors,  and  is 
loaded  with  all  kinds  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  intended,  as  is  known,  f(»r  the  in- 
surgents of  this  island.  I  put  a  crew  on  board  of  her,  as  required  by  law,  and,  in  oW- 
dience  to  my  instructions,  I  brought  her  to  this  i>ort." 

Here,  strictly  speaking,  the  ofticial  report  may  have  been  considered  as  ended,  if  a 
simple  capture  were  concerned,  but  the  matter  is  one  of  such  magnitude,  and  so  im- 
portant were  its  antecedents  and  concomitants,  that,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  t\w 
commander  of  the  Andalusia  could  not  keep  silent  concerning  them,  on  account  of  the 
interest  which  they  might  possess  for  Spanish  cruisers  among  the  Antilles.  Taking  this 
view  of  the  case,  lie  continues  thus  : 

"  On  the  very  day  of  my  arrival  at  that  island,  1  was  informed  by  the  then  acting 
collector,  that  it  had  been  decided  to  remove  the  brig  to  the  northwest  bay,  Ijecause 
there  was  too  umch  water  at  the  southern  anchorage.  As  I  stated  in  my  communica- 
tion of  the  3d,  the  collector,  in  giving  me  this  information,  added  that  the  brig  would 
go  where  I  could  not  follow  her ;  he  was  then  ignorant  of  the  draught  of  this  vcsr^l. 
which  is  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  brig." 

It  is  proper  to  take  note  of  this  statement  of  the  collector,  and  the  animus  which  his 
words  revealed,  since,  as  will  hereafter  be  seen,  the  same  functionary  wa.s  subsequently 
the  pilot  who  was  directing  the  movements  of  the  Andalusia  when  the  capture  took 
place.    But  let  us  proceed  : 

"  Days  passed,  and  she  did  not  move.  On  the  6tl>,  the  collector  of  Nassau  came  and 
repeated  to  me  that  the  brig  would  change  her  station  as  soon  as  the  strong  breeze 
then  blowing  would  slacken ;  nevertheless,  the  weather  was  calm  on  the  lltli  and  for 
several  days  following,  and  the  departure  for  the  other  side,  so  oft-en  announced,  did 
not  take  place  ;  the  men  on  board  only  busied  themselves  with  examining  the  ship's 
tackle,  hauling  taut  the  ropes,  taking  in  a  considerable  supply  of  water,  and  anxiously 
watching  the  horizon.  WTiile  1  watched  her  day  and  night,  because  it  had  come  to  my 
ears  that  an  escape  was  contemplated,  I  was  eimbled  to  acquire  the  important  infonna- 
tion  which  I  imparted  to  you  in  my  dispatch  of  the  10th,  together  witli  some  other  in- 
formation which  I  omitted,  since  its  very  importance  caused  it  to  appear  improbable. 
I  had  been  told  that  the  Cubans  residing  there  were  relyinij  uiwn  two  monitors  which 
were  to  come  and  put  an  end  to  the  forced  detention  of  the  brig,  and  although  1  had  some 
confidence  in  the  channel  through  which  I  obtained  my  information,  I  supposed  that 
these  monitors  only  existed  in  the  minds  of  those  who' hoped  for  their  ai'nvai.  Yes- 
terday morning  an  Englishman  came  to  tell  me  that  the  brig  was  going  to  change  her 
anchorage,  and  that  as  I  had  told  the  collector  to  get  me  a  pilot  to  take  me  also,  be 
came  to  offer  his  services  as  such.  This  individual  nad  been  the  acting  collector.  At 
10  o'clock  the  brig  set  sail,  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  east,  and  I  followed.  She 
tacked  to  the  larboard,  with  the  design  of  getting  to  the  windward,  and  going  round 
the  island  at  its  extreme  south.  She  seemed  to  me  to  be  leaving  British  waters,  but 
she  gradually  turned,  and  put  an  end  to  my  suspicions.  At  a  convenient  distance 
from  land  she  tacked  again,  and  the  same  thing  happened  as  before  ;  she  tacked  again, 
and  it  was  evident  that  she  was  not  going  at  all  to  Uie  windward.  At  about  1  o'clock, 
two  masts  were  seen  on  the  horizon,  and  with  my  spy-glass  I  thought  I  could  distiu- 
giush  a  bulky  body  between  them.  I  w^aa  wondering,  with  several  ofiicers,  what  that 
strange  thing  could  be,  when  the  Englishman  who  was  acting  as  my  pilot  said,  with 
arrogant  security,  *  A  two  hundred  and  fifty  iron-clad.' " 

This  unexpected  intelligence  must  have  been,  and  in  fact  was,  a  ray  of  light  for  the 
commander  of  the  Andalusia.  Everything  was  at  once  explained :  the  tranquil  sojonm 
of  the  brig  at  Ragged  Island;  the  absence  of  all  fear  among  the  crew,  and  the  anxiety 
with  which  they  constantly  watched  the  horizon  ;  the  lU'eparations for  putting  to  sea: 
the  boldness  with  which  she  made  her  tacks,  without  caring  whether  in  so  doing  she 
left  the  waters  which  had  thus  far  aftbrded  her  an  asylum — all,  we  rejieat,  was  i>er- 
fectly  explained. 

The  vessel  which  jippeared  in  the  distance  was  a  two  hundred  and  fifty  iron-clad, 
which  is  the  name  given  by  English  pilots  to  the  monitors  :  it  wjis  the  auxiliary  which 
the  filibusters  were  awaiting  with  so  much  anxiety;  it  was  this  that  was  to' protect 
their  flight,  and  favor  their  lauding  on  the  Spanisl/coasts. 

From  thjit  moment  the  Andalusia  could  no  longer  treat  the  brig  with  the  same  consiil- 
eration  as  hitherto,  and  if  she  should  again  leave  British  jurisdiction,  it  was  not  the 
duty  of  the  Andalusia's  commander  to  tell  the  pilot,  as  he  had  done  before,  to  notify 
the  fugitive  brig,  because  he  was  resolved  to  take  her. 

The  point  in  question  no  longer  was  to  give  chase  for  a  greater  or  less  space  of  time, 
with  the  certainty  that  the  brig  would  be  captured  at  last.  The  situation  was  clearly 
defined,  and  cither  would  the  schooner  capture  the  brig  as  soon  as  the  latter  should  be 
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oatoide  of  British  "waters,  or  the  brij?,  being  under  the  ])rotectioii  of  the  monitor,  would 
laugh  at  all  pursuit,  and  render  all  the  means  hitherto  uHed  for  her  capture  of  no  effect. 

iXt  ns  see  what  was  done  by  that  gallant  commander,  whose  conduct  must  be  re- 
corded on  the  most  glorious  pages  of  our  navy's  history,  because  all  alone,  lost  in  the 
immeuse  extent  of  the  ocean,  with  no  one  to  give  him  any  aid,  no  one  to  give  him  any 
advice,  he  was  able  to  find,  in  that  moment  of  breathless  suspense,  not  bravery,  be- 
cause this,  by  reason  of  being  common  to  all  the  sons  of  Spain,  has  cea«ed  to  be  a 
quality,  but  the  prudence,  the  tact,  the  intelligence  necessary  to  take  the  Mary  Lowell 
at  the  very  moment  when  he  was  able  to  do  so  legally.  Before  this,  he  would  have 
violated  international  law ;  afterwar<ls,  the  capture  would  have  been  im^iossible,  be- 
cause the  brig  being  by  the  side  of  the  monitor,  even  though  the  latter  might  not.be 
hostile,  its  commander  might  visit  the  brig  and  give  the  Spaniard  his  word  as  a  guar- 
antee that  she  carried  uotuing  contraband  of  war  for  the  insurgents  of  this  island. 
What  course  then  remained  for  the  commander  of  the  Andalusia  to  take  ?  Was  he  to 
trust  that  guarantee  ?  This  would  have  rendered  it  a  matter  of  certainty  that,  before 
maDy  days,  the  traitors  of  Cuba  would  have  arms  wherewith  to  murder  loyal  men. 
To  refuse  tt>  consider  it  as  sutticient,  and  to  insist  on  visiting  the  Mary  Lowell  in  per- 
son, at  all  hazards,  would  have  been  more  than  temerity — it  would  have  been  madness, 
and  a  simple  movement  of  the  monitor  would  have  been  sufficient  to  sink  his  vessel, 
and  to  cause  all  on  board  to  perish,  without  glory  and  without  any  benefit  to  Spain. 

What  did  he  do  ?    Let  us  read: 

*'  I  was  very  desirous  to  crowd  sail  so  as  to  go  and  examine  the  object  in  question,  but 
I  feared  to  get  too  far  from  the  brig  which  I  had  been  ordered  to  watch  ;^  the  breeze 
was  fresh,  and  it  was  very  likely  that  she  might  attempt  to  escaiK).  The  inonitor  kept 
on  approaching,  and  I  soon  recognized  its  true  character.  The  brig  must  have  recog- 
nized it  also,  and.  directing  her  course  outwards,  seemed  to  be  going  to  meet  it,  un- 
furling the  American  flag,  and  likewise  the  gallant  sail  and  jib,  which,  until  then,  had 
been  mrled.  The  monitor  came  still  nearer  and  raised  a  flag  at  the  foremast ;  as  soon 
as  the  Englishraan  saw  this  he  said, '  She  is  calling  me ;  she  wants  a  pilot.'  I  was  at 
that  time  oetween  the  brig,  which  seemed  to  be  sailing  towards  the  monitor,  and  the 
latter,  which  was  undoubtedly  steering  towards  us.  Raising  a  large  flag  at  my  prow 
in  order  to  ask  what  was  her  nationality,  I  ordered  the  drum  to  beat  the  signal 
for  the  deck  to  be  cleared  for  action ;  when  I  raised  the  flag  of  Spain  the  monitor 
raised  that  of  Peru.  When  I  saw  this  my  surprise  was  the  greater,  inasmuch  as  I 
conld  not  account  for  the  presence  of  a  Peruvian  monitor  in  those  waters.  I  recol- 
lected the  official  news  which  I  had  received  concerning  the  two  which  were  to  leave 
New  Orleans,  but  those  must  have  sailed  for  the  Pacific  at  the  close  of  the  year  1868, 
and  I  supposed  that  they  were  probably  at  Cape  Horn.  No  information  received  by 
me,  either  official  or  non-official,  led  me  to  believe  that  they  might  still  be  in  these 
seas  in  March.  Moreover,  what  could  a  Peruvian  monitor  Vaut  at  Ragged  Island, 
where  there  is  neither  coal,  provisions,  nor  supplies  of  any  kind  ?  Her  very  course 
increased  my  confusion,  since  she  ought  to  have  entered  that  locality  with  her  prow 
to  the  northeast.  Besides,  was  it  not  a  very  significant  coincidence  that  she  appeared  • 
on  the  very  day  and  at  the  very  moment  of  the  brig's  sailing?  ThuvS,  in  a  maze  of 
wonderment,  f  sometimes  even  doubted  concerning  her  real  nationality.  We  were 
side  by  side  and  within  easy  cannon  shot  of  each  other.  The  monitor  sailed  slowly, 
perhaps  because  she  had  no  pilot ;  the  brig  meanwhile  kept  on  toward  the  south.  In 
this  state  of  things,  the  monitor  raised  three  flags  at  her  foremast,  and  the  brig  lowered 
and  raised  her  flag  twice,  Enconraged  by  the  presence  of  that  powerful  sea-monster, 
which  carried  a  very  large  crew,  it  seeme<l  as  if  she  cared  very  little  whether  she  got 
out  of  English  waters  or  not ;  but,  as  a  zealous  defender  of  the  Spanish  flag,  I  sus- 
pected that  she  might  make  a  successful  efibrt  to  escape,  and  that  tne  arms  on  board 
of  the  brig  might  yet  be  applied  to  the  iniquitous  inirpose  for  which  they  were  de- 
signed ;  and  as  soon  as  I  saw  her  in  neutral  waters,  according  to  the  landmarks  in  the 
neigblK)rhood,  and  to  the  opinion  of  all  the  officers  and  experienced  persons  on  board, 
sailing  up  to  her  at  full  speed  I  summoned  her  to  surrender,  directing  the  Englishman 
to  tell  the  brig  to  lower  her  sails,  since  he  had  told  me  that  a  brother  of  his  was  on 
board  a.s  pilot ;  but  instead  of  translating  my  order  properly,  he  loudly  cried  to  her  to 
crowd  sail.  It  was  now  lat<i ;  she  saw  me  on  her  lee  side  with  my  artillery  ready  to  sink  her 
if  she  went  any  farther,  and  then  lowered  her  sails.  A  boat's  crew,  then  boarded  her  in 
order  to  examine  her  as  required  by  law.  It  was  not  necessary  to  open  the  hat>che8 ; 
numerous  arms  in  the  cabin  and  gun-carriages  on  deck  gave  evidence  of  her  guilt.  I 
put  a  crew  on  board  of  her,  as  before  stated,  and  proceeded  to  take  her  in  tow  ;  when 
ner  crew  came  on  board  of  my  vessel  they  were  accompanied  by  two  negroes  and  the 
pUot,  a  brother  of  my  pilot.  I  am  satisfied  that  they  were  British  subjectvS,  belonging 
on  Ragged  Island,  and  although  by  good  rights  they' ought  to  have  shared  the  fortunes 
of  the  crew,  as  I  desired  to  act  with  the  impartiality  and  good  faith  which  characteif- 
ize  every  goo<l  cause,  I  gave  thein  the  brig's  boat  that  they  might  go  ashore.  These 
things  took  place  with  such  rapiditv  that  the  monitor,  which  first  8topi)ed  and  then 
went  on,  sailing  a  little  more  to  tiic  larboard,  must  have  been  surprised  to'  see  me 
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towing  the  brig  when  a  few  moments  before  we  had  been  some  distance  apart  I  took 
especial  care  to  obser\'e  the  sea-marks  thereabouts  at  the  moment  of  stopping  the 
bng,  and  the  situation  of  these  as  laid  down  in  the  chart  clearly  shows  that  she  was 
in  neutral  waters  at  the  time.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  sending  you  the  chart  herewith, 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  obsenratious  made,  and  likewise  the  inventory  ot' 
what  was  found  above  the  batches,  and  a  sealed  packet  with  the  books  and  papers 
found  on  board  the  brig. 

"  I  think  I  have  now  stated  the  most  essential  part  of  the  aflfair,  though  I  may,  at 
some  future  time,  amplify  my  statement  with  some  details  concerning  the  object  and 
designs  of  this  abortive  attempt.  I  do  not  expect  the  slightest  complication  with 
either  of  the  two  nations  who  indirectly  figure  in  this  report,  but  if  any  should  arise, 
I  am  confident  of  being  able  to  adjust  them,  supported  by  the  triple  lever  of  reason, 
justice,  and  right.    May  God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

"JACOBO  ALEMAN. 

"NuEViTAS,  March  16,  1869. 

"  To  the  Commander  of  the  Steamer  Blasco  de  OarayeJ'^ 

We  have  copied  the  foregoing  uninterruptedly  in  order  not  to  make  this  article 
too  long,  and  because  we  believe  that  its  perusal  will  be  sufficient  to  convince  any  one 
that  the  commander  of  the  Andalusia  strictly  fulfilled  his  duty,  covering  his  own  name 
and  that  of  Spain,  at  the  same  time,  with  unfading  glory. 

We  envy  him  at  least  as  much  as  we  admire  his  conduct ;  and  if,  as  must  be  the  case, 
a  truly  Spanish  heart  beats  in  his  breast,  he  will  never  cease  to  remember  with  noble 
pride  that  moment  when,  with  a  coast  by  no  means  friendly  and  not  at  all  hospitable 
on  one  side,  and  a  sea  monster  on  the  other  which  was  able  to  sink  him  at  any  moment, 
he  proudlv  passed  between  them,  carrying  the  cause  of  the  Cuban  insurgents  tied  to 
his  vessel's  stem. 

Frail  was  his  bark,  but  what  mattered  that,  so  long  as  the  ensi^  of  Spain  waved 
at  his  masthead  f  Imminent  was  the  danger,  but  what  Spaniard  is  intimidated  by  any 
such  consideration,  when  he  has  before  his  eyes  the  glory  and  the  eternal  gratitude  of 
his  country? 

Don  Jacobo  Aleman  has  shown  that  he  is,  like  his  companions,  a  sailor  to  whom 
may  be  intrusted  the  honor  of  the  flag  of  Castile.  Will  his  country  show  herself  duly 
grateful  to  him  t  We  are  sure  that  she  will ;  but,  even  if  she  should  not,  we  repeat 
that  we  envy  him,  for  there  is  and  can  be  nothing  sweeter  than  the  conviction  tfaftt 
one  has  rendered  a  great  service  to  his  country. 

"  Dnlce  et  decomm  est  pro  patria  mori." 


:so.  11. 

Mr,  Sale  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract.] 

No.  170.]  Madrid,  May  26, 1869.— (Received  June  9.) 

•  •••••  •• 

I  have  also  had  an  informal  interview  with  Sir  John  Crampton  in 
reference  to  the  affairs  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  and  he  told  me  that  he  had 
made  a  representation,  as  instracted  by  his  government,  to  the  Spanish 
government  on  that  matter ;  but  that  he  had  received  no  answer  from 
them,  except  a  merely  formal  one  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  com- 
munication, so  that  he  had  no  information  to  impart  on  tiie  subject. 


No.  12. 
The  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  Mr,  Thornton. 

[Communicaied  by  the  British  LegatioD,  Xovember  19,  18119.] 

Foreign  Office,  November  4, 1869. 
With  reference  to  your  dispatch  of  the  17th  of  May  last,  and  to  pre- 
vious correspondence  upon  the  case  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  I  have  to 
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state  that  her  Majesty's  govemineiit  have  now  received  further  reports 
upon  this  subject  from  the  British  naval  and  colonial  offices  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  after  a  full  consideration  of  these  reports,  in  communication 
with  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  her  Majesty's  government  are  of 
opinion  that  they  are  now  in  possession  of  sufficient  information  to  en- 
able them  to  determine  on  the  course  which  they  should  pursue  in  the 
matter. 

As  regards  the  statement  that  the  Mary  Lowell  was,  at  the  time  of 
her  capture,  in  charge  of  a  British  custom-house  officer,  her  Majesty's 
government  are  of  opinion  that  nothing  turns  upon  that  point,  inas- 
mnch  as  it  appears  that  Mr.  Wilson,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  vessel, 
had,  for  the  time,  ceased  to  have  any  connection  with  her  Majesty's  cus- 
toms, and  was  in  fact  acting  master  of  her. 

It  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  the  question  is  purely  one 
of  temtorial  right  on  their  part  to  protect  the  Mary  Lowell  &om  cap- 
tore,  and  that  the  question  of  right  depends  entirely  upon  the  place 
where  the  capture  of  the  Mary  Lowell  was  effected.  Her  Ms^esty's  gov- 
ernment, however,  consider  that  the  claim  of  territory  must  be  made  out 
by  clear  and  unimpeached  evidence,  and  that  therefore,  if  any  doubt 
should  exist  upon  the  subject,  it  would  not  be  proper  for  them,  on  the 
strength  of  that  doubt,  to  insist  upon  the  Mary  Lowell  being  released. 

The  conflicting  nature  of  the  evidence  upon  this  point  which  has  been 
laid  before  her  Maj^^'s  government  renders  it  very  difficult  for  them 
to  decide  with  confidence  thereon  j  some  of  that  evidence  tending  to 
prove  that  the  capture  took  place  clearly  within  British  waters,  while 
other  parts  of  it  support  the  conclusion  that  the  capture,  or  rather  the 
act  which  her  Mi^sty's  government  think  is  to  be  considered  a  capture, 
did  not  do  take  place.  It  is  therefore  impossible  to  say,  without  going 
further,  that  there  is  no  doubt,  doubt  that  is  of  a  reasonable  character, 
thrown  upon  the  former  conclusion. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  unable,  therefore,  on  the  best  consider- 
ation to  say  that  the  capture  is  satisfactorily  made  out  to  have  taken 
place  within  British  territory,  so  as  to  entitle  Great  Britain  to  claim  the 
restoration  of  the  vessel. 

You  will  read  this  despatch  to  Mr.  Fish,  and  you  will  leave  a  copy  of 
it  in  his  hands. 


No.  13. 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

No.  71.]  Washington,  November  24, 1869. 

The  British  government,  after  some  investigation  of  the  circumstances 
attending  the  capture,  near  Bagged  Island,  of  the  American  brig  Mary 
Lowell,  by  the  Spanish  war  steamer  Andaluza,  have  declared  itself  un- 
able to  say  that  the  capture  is  satisfactorily  made  out  to  have  taken 
place  within  British  territory. 

With  a  view  to  the  further  elucidation  of  the  question  of  locality,  as 
well  as  for  our  information  upon  other  points  involved  in  the  case,  you 
are  requested  to  obtain  from,  the  proper  authorities  of  Cuba  authentic 
transcripts  of  the  evidence  and  of  the  judgments,  or  other  judicial  pro- 
ceedings, in  the  case  of  that  vessel  before  the  Spanish  courts. 
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No.  14. 

Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Davis. 

No.  241.J  Havana,  November  30, 1809.— (Received  December  10.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day  of  your  dispatch 
No..  71,  of  the  24th  instant,  relating  to  the  procurement  of  transcripts  of 
the  evidence  and  judgments,  or  other  judicial  proceedings,  in  the  case  of 
the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell. 

This  dispatch  having  reached  me  on  the  last  day  of  my  incumbency 
of  this  office,  I  am  comi)elled  to  leave  the  same  for  the  attention  of  my 
successor,  Mr.  Hale,  who  enters  to-morrow  upon  the  charge  of  this  con- 
sulate general. 

I  believe  this  is  the  only  despatch  from  the  department,  of  all  that  I 
have  received,  that  is  left  pending. 


No.  15. 
Mr.  Sail  to  Mr.  Davis. 

No.  17.]  Havana,  December  24, 1869.— (Received  December  30.) 

With  reference  to  your  dispatch  No.  71,  addressed  to  Mr.  Plamb,  and 

to  his  Nos.  240  and  241, 1  have  to  inform  the  department  that  several 

days  ago  I  applied  to  the  political  secretary  of  the  superior  government 

for  a  copy  of  the  process  of  the  marine  court  of  this  port,  in  the  case  of 

the  brig  Mary  LoweU. 
To-day  the  secretary  informs  me  that  all  the  original  documents  in'tbe 

case  referred  to  have  been  sent  to  Spain,  having  been  demanded  by  the 

Madrid  government. 


No.  16. 
-    Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Sickles. 

No.  21.]  Washington,  January  4, 1870. 

On  the  24th  of  November  last,  Mr.  Plumb,  the  United  States  consul 
general  at  Havana,  was  instructed  to  obtain  if  possible,  from  the  proper 
authorities  of  Cuba,  a  duly  authenticated  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
marine  court  of  Havana,  in  the  case  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  an  American 
brig  captured  by  the  Spanish  war  steamer  Andaluza,  near  Eagged  Island. 
A  communication  has  subsequently  been  received  from  Mr.  Hall,  the 
vice-consul  general  at  Havana,  from  which  it  appe^irs  that  all  the  origi- 
nal documents  in  the  case  referred  to  have  been  sent  to  Madrid  in  com- 
pliance with  a  demand  from  the  Spanish  government. 

I  will  consequently  thank  you  to  make  known  the  wish  of  this  depart- 
ment to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  and  to  forward  hither  at  your 
earliest  convenience  the  desired  documents,  should  you  be  able  to  pro- 
cure the  same. 
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No.  17. 
Mr.  Siclcles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

]No.  51.]  Madbid,  January  27, 1870. — (Received  February  17.) 

In  compliance  with  your  instructions  Xo.  21, 1  addressed,  on  the  21st 

of  this  month,  a  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  asking  for  a  copy 

of  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  Mary  Lowell. 
In  reply,  I  have  received  the  note  of  which  I  inclose  a  translation. 


[Inclosuro  in  No.  17.) 
Mi\  Sagasta  to  Mr.  Sickles. 

[Translation.] 

Ministry  of  State,  Madrid,  January  24, 1870. 

My  Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  excellency's  note  of  the  Slat  instant,  in  which  you 
inform  me  that  you  have  received  instruction.s  from  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  request  from  that  of  the  regent  of  the  kingdom  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  had 
in  the  prize  court  of  the  Havana,  in  the  matter  of  the  vessel  Mary  Lowell,  captured  by 
the  man-of-war  Andalnza,  I  hasten  to  inform  your  excellency  that  as  these  documents 
do  not  exist  in  this  ministry,  I  have  directed  that  they  be  requested  from  the  ministry 
of  marine,  and  as  soon  as  the  copies  are  made  I  will  have  the  honor  to  transmit  them 
to  yon. 

I  improve  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 


No.  18. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  BiMle. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  March  1, 1870. 
Minister  of  state  at  Madrid  answers  General  Sickles  that  Mary  Lowell 
papers  have  been  returned  to  Havana.    Ask  for  copies  and  foi'ward  as 
soon  as  received.  ^ 

No.  19. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  16.]  Havana,  March  8, 1870.— (Keceived  March  17.) 

With  reference  to  the  oase  of  the  Mary  Lowell  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  I  received  the  following  verbal  communication  this  morning 
from  tbe  political  se<5retary :  That  the  papers  in  the  aforesaid  case  were 
transmitted  hither  by  the  Spanish  government  for  a  special  purpose, 
viz,  for  certain  additions  necessary  to  establish  facts ;  that,  therefore,  the 
authorities  of  the  island,  after  consultation,  do  not  feel  authorized  to 
act  in  the  premises,  without  instructions ;  that  for  these  they  have  tele- 
graphed to  Madrid,  and  that  they  will  communicate  the  result  when 
known. 
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Fo.  20. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr,  SicMes. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  March  17, 1870. 
Cuban  authorities  decline  to  give  copies  of  Mary  Lowell  papers  with- 
out instructions  from  Madrid.    Eepresent  to  foreign  minister  that  we 
expect  our  reasonable  request  for  these  copies  to  be  complied  with  with- 
out further  delay. 


No.  21. 
Mr,  Sickles  to  Mr,  Fish, 

No.  72.]  Madrid,  March  19, 1870.— (Keceived  April  5.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegraphic  dis- 
patch of  the  17th  instant,  in  regard  to  the  papers  in  the  case  of  the 
Mary  Lowell,  and  to  transmit  hcfrewith  inclosed  the  note  which,  in  com- 
pliance with  your  instructions,  I  have  this  day  addressed  to  the  minister 
of  state. 


[Iiidobure  in  'So.  72.] 

Mr,  SicklcJi  to  the  Minister  of  State. 

Madrid,  March  19, 1870, 
The^  Under6ig[Ded,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
State*  of  America,  bad  the  honor  to  transmit  to  his  government  a  copy  of  the  note  of 
his  exeeUency  the  minister  of  state,  dated  the  10th  of  Febni«ary  last,  in  reply  to  the 
requesttof  the  undersigned  for  a  duly  authenticated  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
marine  (^iftrt4>f  tlie  Havana  in  the  case  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  an  American  brig,  captured 
by  the  Spanish  war  steamer  Audaluza,  near  Ragged* Island.  It  appearing  that  the  pajjers 
had  been  returned  to  the  Havana,  application  nas  again  been  made  there  for  a  tran- 
script of  the  record,  which  the  authorities  decline  to  give,  without  instructions  from 
Madrid.  When  the  request  was  first  made  to  the  authorities  in  Cuba  for  these  dot'u- 
ment«  it  was  answered  that  they  had  been  transmitted  to  Madrid.  Subsequently, 
when  the  undersigned  applied  here  for  them,  he  was  informed  they  had  been  returned 
to  Cuba.  And  now,  anouier  application  having  been  mside  there,  it  is  refused  upon  s 
ground  which,  it  is  hopec^  the  competent  authority  in  Spain  will  at  once  remove. 

In  bringing  the  matter  again  to  the  notice  of  his  excellency,  the  undersigned  is  in- 
structed to  represent  that  his  government  expects  that  the  reasonable  request  it  has 
made  for  copies  of  the  jiapers  in  this  case  will  be  complied  with  without  further  delay. 
The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  oppportunity  to  renew  to  his  excellency  the 
minister  of  state  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 


No.  22. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Telegram.] 

Madrid,  March  24, 1870.— (Keceived  March  25.) 
In  answer  to  my  note  of  19tli  instant,  written  in  conformity  with 
your  instructions,  minister  of  state  replies  that  he  has  requested  minister 
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of  marine  to  send  orders  to  the  aiwstadero  of  Havana  to  furnish  copy 
of  the  papers  in  the  Mary  Lowell  ca«e,  if  certain  pending  proceedings 
ordered  by  the  navy  department  for  the  completion  of  the  record  offer 
no  obstacle. 


No.  23. 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Biddle. 

[Telegram.] 


Washington,  March  25, 1870. 
Sickles  telegraphs  that  orders  have  gone  to  Cuba  to  furnish  copies  of 
Mary  Lowell  papers.    Eenew  your  application.    Telegraph  result. 


No.  24. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Davis, 

[Telegram.} 

Havana,  March  25, 1870.— (Received  March  26.) 
Telegram  received.    Captain  General  absent  for  fifteen  days.    Vice- 
governor  says  must  have  orders  from  him  about  Mary  Lowell  papers, 
but  will  write  him  and  communicate  information. 


No.  25. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Davis. 

No.  42.]  Havana,  March  25, 1870.— (Received  March  31.) 

Your  telegram  of  this  date,  directing  me  to  renew  the  application  for 
the  papers  in  the  case  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  has  been  received. 

My  dispatch  No.  29  has  informed  you  of  tlie  temporary  absence  of  the 
Captain  General. 

I  at  once  presented  the  application  to  the  segundo  cabo,  or  vice-gov- 
ernor, a<;companying  it  mth  a  written  memorandum,  hereto  annexed. 

He  informed  me  verbally  that  he  would  do  all  he  could  in  the  case, 
but  that  without  instructions  from  his  sijperior  he  could  not  deliver  the 
copies  requested ;  that  he  feared  the  absence  of  the  Captain  General 
might  yet  be  for  ten  or  fifteen  days ;  that  he  would  communicate  with 
him  in  writing  upon  the  subject,  and  inform  me  of  the  result  when 
authorized,  and  that  in  the  meantime  he  would  acquaint  me  whether 
orders  had  arrived  in  Cuba  to  furnish  the  desired  copies,  Avhen  he  had 
been  informed  by  the  proper  department. 

I  urged  prompt  attention  to  the  case,  and  took  my  leave,  to  telegraph 
to  you  immediately  the  result,  as  per  copy  annexed. 
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[lucloBuro  1  in  K"o.  42.] 

J/r.  Biddle  to  the  Superior  Political  Governor  ad  interim, 

Havana,  March  25,  li?70. 
I  am  instructed  by  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  to  renew 
the  application  for  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  marine  court  of  this  port  in  the 
case  of  the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell.  I  respect- 
fully request  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  order  that  such  copy  may  be  furnished 
at  the  earliest  opportunity,  to  enable  nie  to  transmit  the  same  without  delay  to  Wash- 
ington. 

(For  inclosure  2,  see  No.  24.) 


No.  2G. 

Mr.  tSickles  to  Mr.  FM. 

No.  77.J  Madrid,  March  27, 1870.— (Received  April  13.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward,^  herewith  inclosed,  a  translation  of  the 
reply  of  the  minister  of  state  to  my  note  of  the  19th  instant,  requesting 
that  instructions  be  sent  to  the  authorities  in  Havana  to  furnish  copies 
of  the  papers  in  the  case  of  the  Mary  Lowell. 


[Inclosure  iu  Xo.  770.] 

Siuor  Sagastd  to  Mr.  SicliJes. 

(Translation.) 

Madrid,  March  24,  l!vO. 

In  answer  to  your  exceUency's  uott5  dated  the  19th  instant,  reflpectiug  thecopy  of  the 
proceedings  instituted  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  American  brigantine  Mary 
Lowell,  which  was  applied  for  in  this  department  on  the  2l8t  of  January  last,  I  have 
to  state  to  your  excellency  that,  as  1  had  the  honor  to  declare  in  my  note  of  the  10th  of 
February  to  your  legation,  the  said  record,  which  was  begun  in  the  apostadero  of  the 
Havana,  was  sent  to  Madrid  to  the  minister  of  marine,  wlio  returned  it  to  the  aposta- 
dero of  the  Havana,  in  order  that  certain  proceedings  might  be  complet-ed  tlierein  aud 
that  the  council  of  state  might  be  consulted  about  the  validity  of  the  capture. 

There  is  nothing  in  this  wliich  does  not  conform  to  the  practice  constantly  followed 
in  the  transmission  of  this  class  of  documents. 

With  regard  to  the  authorities  of  Cuba  having  denied  the  copy  solicited  by  the  goT- 
emmeut  of  the  United  States,  although  your  excellency  does  not  state  whether  it  was 
after  the  communication  of  my  note  of  February  10,' to  which  your  excellency  was 
pleased  to  reply  on  the  19th  instant,  I  hasten  to  state  that  the  8pani.sh  government, 
having  no  other  concern  in  the  matter  than  to  accede  to  the  simple  wish  indicated  by 
your  excellency  in  your  note  of  the  21st  January,  to  ac(piaiut  yourself  with  the  said 
proceedings,  I  have  to-day  requested  from  the  minister  of  marine  proper  orders  to  the 
apostadero  of  the  Havana  to  give  facilities  for  obtaining  the  desired  copy,  if  the  cir- 
cnmstauce  of  certain  proceedings  being  execut-ed  by  order  of  that  department  should 
offer  no  obstacle. 


No.  27. 

Mr.  Bid  die  to  Mr.  Davis. 

Xo.  49.]  Havana,  April  2,  1870.— (lleceived  April  0.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  iuforuiatiou,  a  copy 
aud  translation  of  a  communication  received  from  the  segundo  cabo, 
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or  lieutenant  governor,  in  the  absence  from  tbe  city  of  the  Captain  Gen- 
eral, in  relation  to  the  withheld  papers  of  the  Mary  Lowell. 

The  return  to  Havana  of  General  De  Rodas  is  uncertain  as  to  time, 
as  he  is  supposed  to  be  vigofously  prosecuting  the  war  in  the  few  weeks 
remaining  for  the  campaign,  but  immediately  upon  his  arrival  I  will 
renew  the  application  for  the  aforesaid  papers. 


[Incloflure  in  No.  49.] 

Seiior  Carhd  to  Mr.  Biddle. 

fTranslatioD.] 

Havana,  March  30,  1870. 

I  have  received  your  comuiunication  of  the  25th  inBtaut,  iu  which  you  renew,  by  in- 
Rtniction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  the  application  for  a  copy  of 
the  pi^oceedings  in  the  caae  of  the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  the  American  brig 
Mary  LoweU. 

I  reinret  to  have  to  inform  yon  that  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  comply  in  this  case 
with  tlie  request  of  the  government  of  the  United  Stat-es.  The  matter  being  in  course 
of  jadlcial  procedure  and  consequently  $ubjudicei  and  being  without  instructions  from 
the  supreme  government  of  the  nation,  to  whom  they  have  been  applied  for,  I  am  not 
able  to  furnish  the  copy  which  you  solicit.  Besides,  liis  excellency  the  Captain  General 
being  absent  from  this  capital  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  determine  a  matter  the 
importance  of  which  renders  it  one  of  his  exclusive  decisions. 


No.  28. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Sickles. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  April  6, 1870. 
Spanish  authorities  at  Havana  still  hold  American  steamer  Lloyd 
Aspinwall,  seized  on  high  seas,  without  reply  to  our  demand  for  release. 
Represent  this  to  Spanish  goyernment  and  ask  for  answer  and  release. 
Alsop  renew  request  for  Mary  Lowell  papers,  which  are  nofyet  furnished. 
President  not  satisfied  with  these  prolonged  delays. 


No.  29. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract.] 

No.  82.]  Madrid,  April  8, 1870.~(Beceived  April  2C.) 

I  then,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  renewed  my  request  for 
copies  of  the  papers  in  the  Mary  Lowell  case,  ahd  was  informed  that 
the  orders  sent  by  the  minister  of  state  to  the  Havana  had  probably 
not  arrived  at  the  date  of  your  instruction,  and  would  doubtless  be 
found  suflicient  for  the  purpose. 
S.  Ex.  Doc.  108 4 
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No.  30. 

Mr,  Si€kl€8  to  Mr,  Fish. 
[Telegram.— Extract.] 

Madrid,  April  8, 1870.— (Received  April  9.) 

About  Mary  Lowell  pai)ers,  minister  said  the  instructions  to  aposta- 
dero  of  Havana,  reported  in  my  telegram  of  March  24,  had  been  seut 
by  mail  and  would  be  sufficient  when  received. 


No.  31. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Biddle. 
[Telegram.] 

WASHiNaxoN,  April  9, 1870. 

Telegram  from  Minister  Sickles  received  to  day.  Says  minister  of. 
state  promised  that  orders  should  be  sent  yesterday  to  Captain  General 
of  Cuba  to  release  forthwith  the  steamer  Lloyd  Aspinwall.  Make 
demand  for  release,  and  telegraph  the  result  forthwith.  Minister  of 
state  also  told  Sickles  that  instructions  about  Mary  Lowell  papers  haa 
been  sent  by  mail,  March  24,  and  would  be  sufficient.  Eenew  the  request 
and  advise  by  cable  of  answer. 

Your  dispatches  47  and  49  received  to  day.    Ask  for  the  immediate 
release  of  the  crew  of  the  Champion. 


No.  32. 

Mr.' Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Telegram.] 

Havana,  April  12, 1870.— (Received  April  12.) 
Telegrams  received.  Captain  General  absent^  communicated  with  his 
representative.  He  has  just  replied  as  to  release  of  Lloyd  Aspinwall: 
had  no  xK>wer,  but  would  ask  instructions  from  the  Captain  General  at 
Nuevitaa.  As  to  papers  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  he  declines,  saying,  no  instrac- 
tions  from  Madrid,  but  will  consult  through  telegraph  as  to  case  of 
Champion,  that  it  is  undergoing  investigation,  and  cannot  answer  until 
advices  from  Santiago;  particidars  by  mail. 


No.  33. 

Mn  Fish  to  Mr.  Sickles. 

[Telegram.] 

WASHiNaTON,  April  13, 1870. 
Telegram  last  evening  from  Biddle  states  Captain  General  absent. 
His  representative  declines  to  surrender  the  Asi)inwall,  saying  he  has 
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no  power.  He  also  declines  giving  the  papers  of  the  Mary  Lowell.  He 
also  evades  answering  in  the  matter  of  the  Champion. 

It  seems  that  the  Madrid  government  gives  assurances  which  the 
authorities  in  Cuba  refuse  to  fulfill.  Ask  explanations  of  these  evasions, 
and  the  immediate  execution  of  the  promises  made  to  you  with  reference 
to  the  above  mattet'S. 

If  it  be  alleged  that  the  orders  of  which  they  have  given  you  notice 
have  been  sent  by  mail,  request  that  they  be  sent  immediately  by  tel- 
egraph. 


No-  34. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Biddle. 

No.  36.]  Washington,  April  13, 1870. 

Your  telegram  is  received  informing  the  department  of  the  continued 
delay  in  releasing  the  Lloyd  Aspinwall  and  in  furnishing  the  copies  of 
the  record  in  the  case  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  and  instructions  have  been 
sent  to  General  Sickles  on  both  these  subjects,  which  it  is  hoped  will 
effect  a  compliance  with  the  just  wishes  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
also  hoped  that  before  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  have  communicated 
by  telegraph  information  of  the  release  of  the  Aspinwall,  whose  pro- 
Ibnged  illegal  detention  seriously  threatens  the  continuance  of  our 
present  cordial  relations  with  the  Spanish  government. 


General  Sicklet  io  Mr,  FUh, 

[Extract  from  telegram.] 

April  14.— (Received  April  15.) 
About  Marj*  Lowell  case  he  said,  report  had  been  received  stating  that  rale  of 
court  prohibited  giving  copies  of  papers  while  cause  was  pending.    Therefore  coart 
had  refused.     He  had  yesterday  sent  telegram  overruling  objection  and  ordering  copies 
to  be  given.     Minister  of  colonies  present,  and  promised  to  facilitate  prompt  action. 

SICKLES. 


No.  35. 
Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

I  No.  107.  J  Madrid,  May  11, 1870.— (Eeceived  Jnne  1.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  translation  of  a  note  jnst  received  from 
the  minister  of  state,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  the  council 
of  state  on  the  16th  of  November,  1869,  in  the  case  of  the  Mary  Lowell. 


[Indosore  1  in  Ko.  107.] 

Sefwr  Saganta  to  Mr,  Sickles, 

l^lAniUD,  May  9, 1870. 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  a  communication  of  the  27th  ultimo,  the 
minister  of  marine  announces  to  me  that  the  proper  orders  have  been  given  to  the 
commander  of  the  apoetadero  of  the  Havana  to  exhibit  the  documents  in  the  capture 
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of  the  Mary  Lowell  to  the  United  States  consul  in  that  capital,  and  to  permit  him  to 
take  the  copies  he  may  require. 

This  resolution  has  been  taken  hy  the  minister  of  marine  in  virtue  of  the  report 
made  on  the  18th  ultimo  by  the  council  of  state,  in  conformity  with  the  admiralty, 
both  these  advisory  bodies  having  concluded  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  Mary 
Lowell  case  there  is  no  objection  to  the  proceedings  being  made  public,  as  there  would 
have  been  during  the  preliminary  inquiries.  \ 

The  minister  of  marine  requests  me  to  inform  you  at  the  same  time,  that  if  by  any 
accident  the  documents  should  be  sent  back  to  Madrid  before  the  orders  arrive  at  the 
Havana,  the  proceedings  having  been  completed,  for  which  they  were  sent  to  Cuba, 
you  will  be  furnished  the  copies  you  desire  by  the  ministry  of  marine. 

Meanwhile,  I  transmit  to  yon  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by  the  council  of  state,  on 
the  16th  of  last  November,  for  your  information. 

I  improve  this  occasion  to  renew  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  conBidera- 
tion. 


[luclosiire  2  in  Ko.  35.— Translation.] 

Ministry  of  State,  Council  of  Statk. 

McsT  Excellent  Sir  :  The  council  ha.s  examined  the  papers  relating  to  the  capture 
of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  which  was  taken  by  the  Spanish  war  schooner 
Andaluza  on  the  15th  day  of  May  last,  and  in  compliance  with  what  was  stat«d  by 
your  excellency  in  your  order  of  the  27th  of  September  last,  with  which  the  said  papers 
were  remitted,  it  proceeds  to  inform  your  excellency  of  the  determination  which,  in 
its  judgment,  it  is  proper  to  make. 

It  appears  from  the  antecedents  that  the  naval  authorities  of  the  Island  of  Cuba 
having  received  information  that  a  project  was  on  foot  to  land  on  the  coa.sts  a  quantity 
of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  for  the  insurgents,  the  commanders  of  the  steamer  Bla.<Hro 
de  Garay  and  of  the  schooner  Africa  having  been  duly  authorized  for  the  purpose,  went 
to  Ragged  Island,  and  there  learned  that  the  brig  Iieur^'  Burden,  laden  with  CubanH, 
and  tlie  brig  Mary  Lowell,  laden  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  had  reached  X\i\» 
port ;  that,  iu  consequence  of  this,  the  schooner  Andaluza  was  sent  to  said  [Kiint  for 
the  purpose  of  capturing  the  Mary  Lowell  as  soon  as  she  should  be  out  of  Englii^b 
waters;  that  this  vessel  having  left  the  port  at  10  o^clock  in  the  morning  of  the  loth 
of  May  aforesaid,  under  pretext  of  changing  her  anchorage,  the  schooner  Andaluza  fol- 
lowed her,  and  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  although  a  Peruvian  monitor  had  appeare<l  on  the 
horizon,  and  the  pursued  brig  was  directing  her  course  outwards,  sailing  to  meet  it, 
and  was  already  entering  neutral  waters,  the  Andaluza  summoned  her  to  surrender, 
boarded  and  captured  her,  finding  many  arms  in  the  cabin,  and  gun-carriages  on  deek. 

A  preliminary  investigation  having  been  held  according  to  law,  it  apx^ears  that  the 
captured  brig  carried  neither  captain  nor  papers  showing  her  true  nationality, 
although  previous  to  the  capture  she  had  hoisted  the  American  flag;  that  acconliu);  to 
the  declarations  of  the  commander,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  schooner  Andaluza,  and 
according  to  the  entries  made  in  the  log-book,  the  capture  took  place  more  than  six 
miles  from  the  coast;  that  the  seamen  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  who  also  made  declarations 
at  the  investigation,  differ  as  to  the  distance,  two  of  them  deposing  that  they  were 
only  a  mile  ana  a  half  from  the  coast,  another  that  they  were  three  miles,  and  still 
another  that  they  were  from  three  to  four ;  that  on  the  deck  was  found  a  cockade 
(folio  21)  of  the  kind  worn  by  the  insurgents  in  Cuba.  and.  according  to  the  said  sail- 
ors, several  of  the  Cuban  passengers  wore  them  on  tneir  liats ;  that  according  to  the 
inventory  of  the  effects  found  on  board,  the  Mary  Lowell  only  had  charts  for  8ailin|;  to 
the  Island  of  Cuba  and  Florida,  (folio  60;)  and,  finally,  that  her  cargo  consisted  (folio 
118)  of  articles  and  munitions  of  war,  such  as  projectiles,  guns,  and  sabers  iu  cou^ider- 
able  numbers,  leather  gear,  three  cannons,  and  five  gun-carriages. 

The  preliminary  investigation  having  been  completed,  and  without  the  capturetl 

Sarties  having  been  summoned  or  hcArd  in  their  own  defense,  the  juuta  del  aiHUsta- 
ero  (naval  board)  of  Havana,  having  first  heard  the  opinion  of  the  auditor,  declaiwl 
the  aforesaid  vessel  and  cargo  to  be  a  lawful  prize,  deciding  that  the  seamen  shonM  be 
set  at  liberty,  no  complicity  naving  been  discovered  on  their  part  which  rendered  them 
deserving  of  punishment. 

The  above  is  a  succinct  review  of  the  antecedents;  and  although,  since  no  doen- 
ments  were  found  on  board  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  it  cannot  be  exactly  known  who  is  the 
owner  of  this  vessel  and  cargo,  and  although,  for  the  same  reason,  it  cannot  l>e  deter- 
mined who  was  her  captain,  (although,  with  regard  to  this  latter  point,  there  is  an 
indication  in  the  papers  relating  to  the  case,)  it  is  still  none  the  less  certain  that  the 
proceeding  is  defective.  sinc*»  it  was  the  duty  of  the  junta  del  apostadero  to  summon 
those  who  considered  tnat  they  had  a  right  to  the  vessel  and  cargo  aforesaid,  granting 
them  sufficient  time  to  appear  and  prepare  their  defense. 
This  step  is  so  essential  that  its  omission  would  constitute  a  defect  in  form,  sufficient 
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to  render  the  proceeding  null  and  void ;  and  so  indispensable  inasmuch  as,  for  the 
saDie  reason  that  the  nation  taking  the  prize  has  the  riglit,  in  the  exercise  of  its  sov- 
ereignty, to  judge  and  decide  with  regard  to  the  legality  of  prizes  of  war,  it  is  more 
strictly  obliged  to  observe  pre-established  forms,  especially  those  relating  to  the  defense, 
in  order  to  collect  the  data  best  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  the  case,  and  to  tlie 
end  that  the  linal  decision  may  carry  with  it  the  best  guarantees  of  impartiality  and 
correctness.  If  it  be  considered,  moreover,  that  the  failure  to  comply  with  this 
retiuisite  might  give  rise  to  well-founded  international  claims,  this  will  be  an  addi- 
tional reason  for  proceeding  in  this  case  as  in  others  of  a  similar  nature,  in  which 
great  care  has  been  taken  to  summon  the  parties  captured,  and  to  grant  them  time  to 
prepare  their  defense. 

In  view  of  the  above  the  council  cannot  now  anticipat'O  its  opinion  touching  the 
legality  of  the  prize  in  question,  reserving  to  itself  to  declare  the  same  as  soon  as  the 
case  shall  be  in  a  complete  state  of  readiness. 

Meanwhile,  it  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  papers  relating  to  the  case  should  be  returned 
to  the  commandant  general  of  the  apostadero  of  Havana,  in  order  that  the  prize  court 
[or  boartl]  (junta  de  presas)  may  decide  to  summon  the  parties  interested,  by  means  of 
notices  inserted  in  the  Gazette  of  the  superior  civil  government  of  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
trrantiug,  in  order  that  they  may  appear  and  inform  themselves  with  reganl  to  the 
case,  such  term  as  may  be  considerert  necessary  therefor;  and  that,  they  having  pre- 
sented tliemselves  and  having  been  heard,  it  should  form  a  new  decision,  to  be  submit- 
ted to  the  approval  of  his  Highness,  the  Regent  of  the  kingdom,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  council,  as  provided  by  law.  Your  excellency,  however,  will  decide  as 
is  best. 

^Iadrid,  Xotember  13, 1869. 

Most  excellent  sir,  the  president, 

ANTONIO  DE  LOS  RIOS  Y  ROSAS. 
The  acting  secretary  general, 

ANTONIO  ALCANTARA. 

To  his  excellency  the  Minister  op  Marine. 

A  copy. 

BERANGER. 

A  connect  copy. 

[Rubric  of  the  minister  of  state.] 

A  true  copy. 

D.  V.  S. 


No.  36. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr,  Fish. 

[Telegram.] 

Madrid,  May  15, 1870.— (Keceived  May  16.) 
Minister  of  state  informs  me  that  orders  have  been  sent  by  navy 
department  to  apostadero  of  Havana  to  exhibit  Mary  Lowell  papers  to 
consul,  and  allow  him  to  take  copies. 


No.  37. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Biddle. 

[Telegram.] 

WASHINGTON,  June  2, 1870. 
We  have  not  yet  received  the  papers  in  the  Mary  Lowell  case.    We 
do  not  understand  the  delay.    Inquire  and  report'  hy  telegraph. 
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]^0.  38. 

Mr.  BiMle  to  Mr.  Davis. 

[Telegram.] 

Havana,  June  3, 1870. — (Received  June  3.) 
The  Captain  General  ad  interim  states  that  the  Spanish  minister  at 
Washington  is  informed  that  the  Mary  Lowell  papers  have  been  sent  to 
Spain,  and  that  General  Sickles  will  receive  a  copy. 


No.  39. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Sickles. 
[Telegram.] 

Washington,  June  4, 1870. 
Consul  Biddle  telegraphs  that  Mary  Lowell  papers  have  been  sent  to 
Spain,  and  that  you  will  receive  a  copy.  You  telegraphed  the  15th  May, 
that  the  papers  would  be  shown  Consul  Biddle  at  Havana,  and  he  be 
allowed  to  take  copies.  The  President  does  not  understand  this  contin- 
ued misunderstanding  between  the  authorities  at  Madrid  and  those  ia 
Havana,  and  instructs  you  to  ask  for  an  explanation  as  well  as  for  a 
copy  of  all  the  papers,  to  be  forwarded  by  the  earliest  opportunity. 


No.  40. 

Sefior  Lopez  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Washington,  June  6, 1870. — (Received  June  7.) 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  Spain,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  honorable  Secretary  of  Stat«  that, 
according  to  a  telegram  received  from  the  Governor  General  of  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  tiie  papers  relating  to  the  matter  of  the  capture  of  the 
vessel  Mary  Lowell  are  in  the  naval  commandancia  general  of  that 
apostadero,  to  which  office  the  United  States  consul  general  at  Hav- 
ana may  go  in  order  to  obtain  copies  of  them. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  considera- 
tion. 

MAURICIO  LOPEZ  ROBEETS. 

Hon.  Seceetahy  of  State  of  the  United  States. 


No.  41. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  JDavis. 

[Telegram.] 

Havana,  June  12, 1870.— (Received  June  13.) 


Papers  Mary  Lowell  forwarded  by  Morro  Castle. 
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•     No.  42. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Davis. 

No.  156.J  Havana,  June  10, 1870.— (Received  June  16.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  ^acknowledge  receipt  of  your  telegraphic  dispatch, 
dated  the  2d  instant,  instructing  me  to  inquire  and  report  the  delay  in 
the  reception  of  the  Mary  Lowell  papers. 

Without  delay  I  personally  presented  to  his  excellency  the  segundo 
cabo,  the  inclosure  dated  the  2d  instant,  and  requested  his  prompt 
reply. 

On  the  4th  instant,  the  promised  answer  arrived,  after  the  mails  had 
departed,  of  which  I  append  a  copy  and  translation.  I  then  thus  tele- 
graphed to  you :  "  Acting  governor  refers  me  to  the  admiral  here,  who,  he 
says,  has  the  papers  of  the  Mary  Lowell.  Will  see  admiral  Monday 
morning.'^ 

Having  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  for  an  interview  with  Admiral 
Maleampo  on  Sunday,  I  presented  myself  on  Monday,  with  a  written 
dispatch,  as  per  inclosure,  to  which  I  thus  embodied  the  result  of  the 
iaterview  by  telegram : 

Havana,  June  6, 1870. 

Admiral  refuses  to  give  copies  of  papers  of  Mary  LoweU,  bat  will  allow  me  to  make 
copies.  Says  it  will  take  twenty  days  fast  writing.  Particulars  by  mail.  I  await 
iiutnictions. 

On  the  7th  of  June  I  received  the  written  reply  from  the  admiral 
as  per  inclosure,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  instant  the  telegraphic 
message  from  the  department,  instructing  me  to  put  as  large  a  force  on 
copies  of  Majy  Lowell  papers  as  can  possibly  be  emplo^^ed  at  one  time ; 
charge  cost  in  next  account. 

I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  transmit  to  you  the  inclosed  copy  of 
the  papers  in  the  aforesaid  case,  duly  certified  under  the  seal  of  the 
commandant  general  de  la  marina  of  the  station. 


CoxsuLATE  General  of  the  United  States  at  Havana, 

June  2, 1870. 
Your  Excellency  :  I  have  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  from  the  cov- 
emment  of  the  United  States  a  telegraphic  dispatch,  stating  that  it  has  not  yet  received 
the  papers  in  the  Mary  Lowell  case,  and  that,  as  it  does  not  understand  the  delay,  I  am 
instructed  to  make  inquiry  of  your  excellency,  and  report  by  teleirraph  the  result.  I 
shall,  therefore,  be  extremely  indebted  if  your  excellency  will  supply  the  desired  infor- 
mation at  as  early  a  period  as  may  be  convenient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  exceUency's  very  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  BIDDLE,  Consuh 
His  excellency  the  Superior  PoLmcAL  Governor  of  the  Uland, 


[TrandAtion.] 

SUPERIOR    POLITICAL    GO\'ERNM£NT  OF    THE    ISLAND   OF    CUBA,   SECRETARY'S   OFFICE, 

POLmCAL  AFFAIRS. 

Wrongly  informed  yesterday  when  I  stated  to  you  that  the  proceedings  in  the  case 
of  the  Mary  LoweU  had  been  sent  to  Spain,  I  am  enabled  to  rectify  that  statement 
to-day,  in  view  of  later  information,  and  to  state  to  you  that  the  proceedings  exist  in 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  commandantcy  general  of  marine  at  this  naval  sta- 
tion, where  you  may  apply,  when  convenient,  for  the  copy  solicited  by  your  government. 
Go<l  guard  you  many  years. 

Havana,  June  4, 1870. 

BUENAVENTURA  CARBO. 

The  Consul  General  of  the  United  States  at  this  city. 
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Consulate  General  of  the  United  States, 

Havana,  June  6, 1870. 
Your  Excellency  :  Having  been  instnicted  by  the  government  of  the  United  States 
to  ascertain  and  report  the  reason  for  delay  in  the  transmission  of  copies  of  the  papew 
in  the  case  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  which  have  repeatedly  been  reqnested,  I  addressed  a 
commnuieation  on  the  snbject  to  his  excellency  the  snperior  governor  of  the  island  ad 
interim^  who  informed  me  that  the  papers  aforesaid  are  witjim  yonr  department,  and 
refers  me  to  yonr  excellency  for  the  desired  copies.  I  therefore  have  the  honor  to 
invite  the  attention  of  your  excellency  to  the  long  lapse  of  time  since  the  request  han 
been  reiterated,  and  to  say  that  I  shall  esteem  it  a  favor  to  be  informed  definitely  as  To 
the  prospects  of  obtaining  them,  that  I  may  categorically  comply  with  my  instruct iuus 
as  aforesaid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  very  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  BIDDLE, 
Conmd  General  of  the  United  States. 

His  excellency  the  Commandants  Gkner-vl  de  Marina. 


[Transliition.  | 
COMMANDANCY  GENERAL  OF  MARINE  OF  THE  NAVAL  STATION  OF  HAVANA. 

I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  date  of  yesterday,  in  which  yon  state  that 
a  definite  result  has  not  yet  been  reached  regarding  the  request  of  your  government  for 
ft  copy  of  the  papers  in  the  case  of  the  Mary  Lowell.  The  delay  in  question  cannot  Ih« 
attributed  to  me,  for  in  this,  as  in  other  cases  of  an  international  character,  it  is  neces- 
sary' to  submit  them  to  judicial  courses  and  consultation  which  cannot  be  dispeuse<l 
with.  As  regards  the  manner  in  which  the  aforesaid  copies  are  to  be  obtained,  the 
government  has  authorized  me  to  exhibit  to  you,  or  to  your  delegate  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  the  papers  of  the  Marj'  Lowell  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  this  command- 
ancy  general,  who  will  make  the  copy  at  said  office  in  the  presence  of  the  secretary  of 
the  prize-court,  chief  officer  of  that  department. 

I  would  also  call  to  yonr  attention,  that  should  you  have  an  interest  iu  the  speedy 
obtention  of  the  copies  above  referred  to,  this  comiuandancy  general  would  also  have 
that  same  interest,  as  all  delay  on  the  procedures,  by  whatever  motive  produce<l, 
would  redound  in  prejudice  to  the  more  prompt  administration  of  instice. 

The  Rear-admiral  JOSfi  MALCAMPO. 

The  Consul  General  of  the  United  States  at  this  city. 


[Tranalation  of  inclosare  in  Mr.  Biddle's  No.  156.  J 

Copy  of  all  the  documents  relating  to  proceedings  instituted  in  the  case  of  the  capture  of  Hf 
American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  tchose  originals  are  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  general  high 
court  of  Havana, 

NAVAL  STATION  OF  NUEVITA8. 

The  commander  of  the.  schooner  Andalnza,  officially,  and  with  date  of  to-day,  tells 
me  the  following,  which  I  copy :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  yesterday  after- 
noon, at  4i  o'clock,  I  captured  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  at  a  point  six  milei^ 
southwest  of  Ragged  Island,  and  consequently  outside'  of  the  English  waters.  Thin 
vessel  appears  without  captain  or  pilot ;  manned  by  four  American  sailors,  and  loadeil 
with  all  kinds  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  destined,  as  conclusively  appeared,  for  the 
insurrectionists  in  Cuba.  I  manned  her  according  to  law,  and  fulfilling  my  instructions, 
have  brought  her  to  this  port.  This  occurrence  was  accompanied  by  incidents  of  such 
magnitude  that  I  doubt  not  they  will  surprise  you.  It  was  announced  to  me  on  the 
very  day  of  my  arrival  at  that  island,  by  the  collector  ad  interim,  that  it  had  been 
determined  to  move  the  brig  to  the  northwest  bay,  on  account  of  there  being  too  much 
water  in  the  south  anchorage,  as  I  have  already  stated  in  my  official  of  the  Sd.  At  the 
time  of  making  it  known  to  me,  the  coUector  added,  that  the  brig  would  go  where  1 
could  not  follow,  he  not  then  knowing  the  draught  of  this  vessel.  However,  two 
days  passed  without  her  being  moved.  On  the  8th,  the  proper  collector  arrived  from 
Nassau,  who  came  to  see  me  on  the  9th,  and  repeated  the  idea  of  removing  the  brig,  as 
soon  as  the  strong  breeze  which  was  then  blowing  should  sufficiently  subside.  The 
weather  remained  calm  on  the  11th  and  12th,  but  no  change  was  made ;  the  time  beiiig 
solely  occupied  iii  overhauling  the  gear,  setting  up  the  rigging,  taking  in  water  iu 


Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


INJURIES   TO   AMERICAN   CITIZENS   IN   CUBA.  57 

plentifnl  qnantities,  and  watching  the  horizon  anxionsly.    Meanwhile  I  watched  the 
mg  closely,  8o  as  not  to  ^ve  her  a  chance  to  get  away.    I  could  go  on  adding  the 
important  intelligence  which  I  communicated  to  you  officially  on  the  10th,  and  other 
information  which  I  omitted ;  its  very  importance  rendering  it  improbable.    I  liad  been 
ioforroeil  by  the  Cnbans  there,  that  two  monitors  were  coming  to  solve  the  question  of 
the  force^l  detention  of  the  brig;  and,  although  I  hud  some  confidence  in  the  means  of 
which  I  hud  availe4l  myself  to  acquire  infornmtion,  I  supposed  the  monitors  to  exist 
only  in  the  minds  of  those  who  were  expecting  them.    Yesterday,  an  Englishman  came 
to  Die,  saying  that  the  brig  was  going  to  change  her  anchorage;  and  that  he  had  come 
fts  pilot,  in  conformity  with  the  wish  which  I  had  expressed  to  the  collector,  that  he 
should  furnish  me  with  one.    This  individual  had  been  the  collector  ad  inkrim.    At  10 
o'clock,  the  brig  got  under  way  with  a  fresh  breeze,  I  following  in  her  wake,  and  she 
sailing  more  to  the  larboard  with  the  object  of  getting  to  windward,  and  running  by 
the  head  of  the  island  at  its  extreme  south.    She  appeared  to  have  gone  out  of  the 
territorial  waters,  and  to  be  sailing  very  much  to  the  leeward;  she  soon  tacked  ahea<l, 
however,  and  my  suspicions  vauished.    At  a  convenient  distance  she  again  tacked,  and 
there  happened  the  same  thing  as  before.    She  altered  her  course  again,  but  did  not 
get  any  to  windward.    About  this  time  two  mast«  were  seen  in  the  horizon,  having 
ffomethiug  large  and  bulky  between  them.    While  I  was  commenting  on  what  could 
be  the  meaning  of  such  a  confused  apparition,  with  s(»me  of  the  officers,  the  Englishman, 
taking  hold  of  some  side-bolts,  said  with  arrogant  security,  '^A  250  iron-clad.''    This 
exclamation,  at  a  time  when  no  one  on  board,  not  even  in  the  top  with  a  large  glass 
coald  make  out  anything  definite,  caused  me  to  reflect  seriously  on  the  many  rumors 
which  I  had  heard,  however  mnoh  or  little  reliance  might  be  placed  on  them.    I  anx- 
ionsly  desired  to  force  the  engines  in  order  to  investitfat*  the  object  in  question,  but 
was  afraid  of  giving  the  brig  a  chance  to  escape  should  I  go  too  far  awaj'.    Had  I  been 
a  long  distance  from  her,  it  would  have  been  practicable  for  her  to  attempt  flight,  as 
the  wind  was  blowing  freshly  at  the  time.    The  before-mentioned  monitor  kept  nar- 
rowing the  distance  in  the  direction  of  the  island,  and  later  was  recognized  by  myself 
as  wefi  as  the  brig.    The  latter  now  tacked  prematurely  seawanl,  and  advancing  to 
meet  her,  unfurled  the  American  flag,  gallant  aud  flying-jib  sails,  which  until  now  nnd 
been  furleil.    The  monitor  drew  near  and  hoisted  at  the  mizzeu-mast  a  flag ;  although 
this  was  as  yet  unseen  by  the  Englishman,  he  said  to  me,  '*  She  signals  for  a  pilot  to 
me."    I  then  found  myself  between  the  two  vessels,  the  brig  seemed  to  be  sailing 
toward  the  monitor,  which  latter  was  undoubtedly  heading  toward  us.    I  hoisted  a 
larjg^e  flag  to  the  peak,  asking  her  nationality,  and  onlere<l  the  decks  to  be  cleared  for 
action.    The  Spanish  flag  was  answered  by  the  Peruvian.    M^  surprise  was  greater 
because  I  could  not  explain  to  myself  the  reason  why  a  Peruvian  monitor  should  be 
eniising  in  those  waters.    I  remembered  the  official  notices  which  I  had  received  in 
regard  to  the  two  monitors  which  were  to  leave  New  Orleans,  but  those  should  have 
sailed  for  the  Pacific  toward  the  close  of  the  year,  and  I  supposed  them  to  be  ofl*  Cape 
Horn.    I  had  received  no  official  nor  private  notice  which  induced  me  to  believe  that 
they  would  even  be  in  these  seas  in  March.    What  could  a  Peruvian  monitor  be  in 
search  of  at  Ragged  Island,  where  there  are  neither  coals,  pi-ovisions,  nor  necessaries  of 
any  kind  ?    The  very  course  which  she  was  sailing  increased  my  suspicions,  because 
she  should  have  run  northeast.    Was  it  not,  besides,  a  very  significant  coincidence,  that 
Ahe  should  havB  appeared  the  same  day  and  at  the  same  time  that  the  brig  got  under 
way  f    Plunged  into  a  sea  of  confusion,  I  began  to  doubt  even  her  nationalitv.    We  lay 
hriMidside  to  broadside  and  within  short  cannon  range.    The  monitor  sailed  slowly, 
perhaps  for  want  of  a  pilot,  the  brig  following  the  track  toward  the  south.    At  this 
janctnre  the  monitor  displayed  three  flags  at  the  foremast,  while  the  brig  twice  lowered 
and  hoisted  her  own.    Encouraged  at  the  sight  of  such  a  portentous  naval  ]>henomenou, 
and  carrying  so  lar^e  a  crew,  she  seemed  to  be  iuditterent  about  going  without  or  stay- 
ing within  the  inviolable  boundaries  of  the  English  waters.    But  I,  being  zealous  to 
defend  the  Spanish  flag,  suspected  her  to  be  playing  with  me,  and  that  she  possibly 
might  be  successful  in  the  landing  of  her  arms,  thereby  accomplishing:  her  wicked 
designs;  in  consideration  of  which,  as  soon  as  she  came  into  our  waters  in  which  she 
then  was,  according  to  observations,  and  the  opinion  of  all  the  officers  on  boartl,  I  bore 
down  toward  her  as  fast  as  the  ^lower  of  the  machinery  would  allow,  and  ordered  her 
to  surrender;  at  the  same  time,  indicating  to  the  Englishman,  who  had  previously  told 
me  that  his  brother  was  pilot  of  the  brig,  that  he  should  tell  them  to  haul  down  her 
sails;  bnt  instead  of  translating  it  as  I  had  ordered,  he  told  them  to  hoist  more  sail  so 
as  to  make  her  sail  faster.    But  it  was  now  t^io  late;  I  was  already  under  her  lee  side, 
with  the  artillery  arranged  so  as  to  sink  her  in  case  she  made  any  attempt  to  proceed 
further,  and  she  now  hauled  down  her  sails.    I  now  went  on  board  of  her  in  a  boat  in 
order  to  inspect  her  acconling  to  law.    It  was  not  necessary  to  open  the  hatchways, 
nnmerons  arms  being  in  the  cabin,  aud  gun-carriages  en  the  deck,  which  were  sufficient 
proofs  of  her  guilt.    I  manned  her  as  has  been  stated,  aud  proceeded  to  take  her  in  tow. 
At  the  time  of  going  onJ)oard  I  found  her  crew  to  be  accompanied  by  two  negroes  and 
the  pilot,  who  was  a  brother  of  the  person  who  had  acted  as  my  pilot.    They  told  me 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


58  SEIZURE   OF   AMERICAN   VESSELS   AND 

that  they  were  Enclish  subjects  and  natives  of  Ragged  Island.  I  being  desirous  to  act 
with  that  impartiality  and  good  faith  which  should  characterize  every  good  cause,  gave 
them  the  brig's  boat  with  wnich  to  go  on  shore;  although,  rightfully,  they  should  have 
shared  the  fortunes  of  the  crew.  These  events  transpired  so  rapidly  that  the  monitor, 
which  at  first  had  stopped  her  engines  but  afterward  continued  to  sail  a  little  more  to 
the  larboard,  must  have  been  surprised  to  see  me  with  the  brig  in  tow,  as  only  a  few 
moments  before  we  had  been  separated  by  a  considerable  dist-ance.  I  was  especially 
careful  to  take  observations  at  the  moment  of  capturing  the  brig,  and  found  her,  accord- 
ing to  the  chart,  to  bo  in  neutral  waters.  Inclosed,  I  nave  the  pleasure  of  sending  the 
chart  to  you,  with  the  situations  and  observations;  and  also  an  inventory  of  what  was 
found  outside  of  the  hatches,  together  with  a  sealed  package  of  books  and  pai>er8  found 
in  the  brig.  I  believe  that  I  have  exposed  the  most  essential  things  connected  with 
the  subject,  but  should  it  be  necessary,  I  still  reserve  the  right  to  enlarge  on  it  in  my 
declarations,  by  giving  some  details  on  the  object  and  aspirations  of  this  formidable 
but  abortive  expedition.  In  no  manner  do  I  expect  the  least  complications  with  either 
of  the  two  nations  w^hich  indirectly  figure  in  these  proceedings,  but  should  they  arise, 
I  trust  to  be  able  to  remove  them  aided  by  the  triple  lever  of  reason,  justice,  and  right. 
I  transmit  to  you  an  account  of  the  proceedings  in  the  primary  investigation  held  for 
the  purpose;  the  inventory  of  what  was  found  on  the  deck  and  in  the  cabins  of  the 
brig  Mary  I^owell ;  a  sealed  package  containing  two  books,  and  various  papers,  together 
witn  II  sealed  draft,  all  of  which  I  judge  are  opjtortuue,  and  to  the  purpose.  G<S  pre- 
serve you  many  years. 

NuEViTAS,  Jforc*  16,  1869. 

ADOLFO  RABIORI. 

Com.  of  Marine  in  this  province. 

Schooner  Andaluza,  1869. 
Primary  inreaiigation  in  the  matter  of  the  capture  of  the  American  brig  Mary  LowelL 

Fiscal  attorney:  Marine  Ensign  Francisco  Lazaga. 

Notary :  Gunner's  Mate  Antonio  Bagallo. 

The  undersigned  officer  reports  to  the  commander,  that  commissioned  by  you  to  go 
on  board  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  her,  he  embarked 
in  the  boat  with  the  naval  ensign  of  the  crew  of  this  ship,  Don  Eduardo  Albacete,  who 
was  in  charge  of  the  marines  going  on  board  of  the  suspected  vessel ;  after  leaving  this 
ship  we  soon  found  ourselves  at  the  side  of  the  brig.  This  latter  neglecting  to  take 
notice  of  the  boat,  or  affecting  not  to  understand  our  object,  kept  on  her  course  and 
left  us  astern  notwithst^uiding  the  efforts  which  we  were  making  to  overtake  her. 
We  arrived  alongside  as  the  schooner  came  up  with  her,  and  made  her  take  in  her  sail. 
The  little  attention  which  she  paid  to  us  was  the  more  noticeable  from  the  fact,  that 
they  would  not  give  us  a  ladder  or  a  rope's  end,  although,  we  had  previously  requeste<l 
them  to  do  so.  About  this  time  Mr.  Wilson,  brother  of  our  pilot,  and  with  whom  I  was 
acquainted,  looked  over  the  rail  and  helped  me  on  board.  I  asked  for  the  captain  and 
papers  belonging  to  her,  but  received  ihe  answer  that  neither  were  on  board.  Seeing 
this,  I  inspected  the  vessel,  foupd  the  hatchways  closed,  and  some  1m>xqs  on  deck  con- 
taining munitions  of  war.  I  made  these  circumstances  known  to  the  senior  officer 
Don  Eduardo  Albacete,  who  decided  to  occupy  the  brig,  and  ordered  all  the  crew  into 
our  boat,  myself  accompanying  them  aboard  the  schooner.  In  acconlance  with  my 
duty,  I  have  the  honor  to  bring  this  to  your  superior  notice.  God  preaer^'e  yon 
many  years. 

At  sea,  March  15, 1869. 

EMILIO  FIOL. 

The  ensign  of  the  navy,  belonging  to  this  crew,  Don  Francisco  Lazaga,  will  proceed 
to  make  the  full  primary  investigation  in  connection  with  the  acts  to  which  tne  fore- 
going report  refera. 

At  Sea,  date  as  above. 

JACOBO  ALEMAN. 

Appointment  of  notary. 

Don  Francisco  Lazaga  y  Hurt  ado  de  Mendoza,  ensign  of  the  navy,  and  belonging  to 
the  crew  of  the  schooner  Andaluza : 

In  order  to  carry  out,  according  to  law,  the  primary  investigation  which  I  am  going  to 
make,  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell  by  this  vesseloff  the 
Baliama  Banks,  on  the  15th  day  of  the  month  named  in  the  date,  I  aptioint  Antonio 
Bag.allo  Fnerte,  gunner's  mate  of  this  ship,  as  such  notary* ;  who  having  been  informed 
relative  to  the  obligations  which  such  office  imposes,  accepts,  promises,  and  swears  to 
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maintain  inviolable  secrecy  and  fidelity  in  relation  to  what  is  done.    In  conBideration 
of  which  he  signs  with  me. 
At  Ska,  March  15, 1869. 

FRANCISCO  LAZAGA. 
ANTONIO  BAGALLO. 
Ratification  of  report. 

On  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  personally  appeared  before  the  attorney  of  the 
goTernment,  the  naval  ensign  belonging  to  this  ship,  Don  Eniilio  Fiol,  who,  being 
8W(»m  according  to  law,  promises  to  tell  the  truth  in  regard  to  what  may  be  asked  of 
him,  and  having  been  asked  his  name,  age,  and  occupation,  said :  My  name  is  Don 
Emilio  Fiol ;  now  belong  to  the  schooner  Andaluza  in  the  capacity  of  ensign  of  the 
navy ;  and  am  twenty-four  years  of  age. 

After  having  been  shown  the  reports  found  on  folios  one  and  one  of  this  investiga- 
tion, and  having  1>een  asked  if  they  are  the  same  which  he  gave  to  the  commander  of 
this  ship  on  the  15th  of  this  month ;  and  if  they  are  in  his  own  handwriting ;  also,  if 
the  signature  at  the  bottom  is  his,  and  if  he  swears  to  it,  said:  That  the  documents 
\rhich  were  shown  to  him  are  the  same  concerning  which  he  is  asked ;  that  they  are 
in  his  own  handwriting;  and  that  the  signature  at  the  bottom  is  his  own,  that  he 
swears  to  it,  without  taKiug  anything  therefrom,  or  adding  anything  thereto ;  and  that 
it  is  all  true  as  sworn  to.  Signed  in  connection  with  the  government  attorney,  the 
notary  being  present. 

FRANCISCO  LAZAGA. 
.   ANTONIO  BAGALLO. 

Declaration  of  the  first  mate,  John  Bejfnold^. 

In  the  Bay  of  Nuevitas,  on  the  16th  day  of  the  said  month  and  year,  appeared  before 
the  attorney  of  the  government  John  Reynolds,  a  seaman  belon^ng  to  the  brig,  in 
company  with  the  government  and  health  interpreter,  Don  Hipohto  Mier;  and,  after 
having  been  sworn  according  to  law,  promised,  first,  to  tell  the  truth  relative  to  any- 
thing which  he  might  be  asked;  second,  to  literally  translate  every  thing  that 
might  be  said  to  him,  and,  having  been  asked  first  his  name,  age,  religion,  and  occupa- 
tion, said:  My  name  is  John  Reynolds,  was  bom  in  Laetram,  fieland;  am  twenty-nve 
years  of  age,  and  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 

Having  been  asked  in  w^hat  capacity  he  was  on  board  of  the  brig  at  the  time  of  her 
capture,  and  having  been  directed  to  tell  all  he  knew  or  had  seen  since  leaving 
Hanged  Island  until  liis  capture  and  transfer  aboard  this  vessel,  said :  That  he  was  first 
mate  of  the  brig;  that  at  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  the  present  month 
th(i  pilot  of  that  port,  Mr.  Wilson,  came  on  board,  and  ordered  him  to  raise  the  anchor 
iu  order  to  move  the  ship  to  the  northwest  port  iu  the  same  island ;  that  he  hoisted 
sail,  but  having  a  headwind,  was  obliged  to  run  by  tacks ;  that  about  an  hour  after- 
ward they  saw  a  small  mast  carrying  a  flag,  which  they  could  not  recognize ;  that 
about  two  or  three  hours  afterward  they  saw  a  boat  at  a  certain  distance  containing 
armed  men,  which,  as  appeared  to  all  on  board,  was  coming  toward  the  brig;  that 
afterward  the  Spanish  ship  of  war  approached  and  spoke  to  them,  but  that  they  could 
not  understanA  them ;  that  Mr.  Wilson  was  the  one  who  answered  them ;  that  he  could 
not  understand  Wilson ;  and  that  his  attention  was  occupied  iu  taking  in  sail,  having 
received  the  order  to  do  so  from  Wilson  after  he  had  asked  him  the  meaning  of  the 
conversation ;  that  afterward  a  boat  came  alongside  from  the  Spanish  steamer,  con- 
taining armeid  men ;  that  he  does  not  know  anything  more  than  that  he  was  taken 
aboard  the  Spanish  vessel  in  the  boat  already  spoken  of. 

Having  been  asked  if  the  captain  was  aboard,  or  if  the  brig  had  clearances,  and 
what  kind  of  cargo  she  had  aboard,  he  said :  That  the  captain  was  not  aboard,  and 
that  he  had  said  he  waa  going  to  the  United  States  to  get  a  steamer  in  which  to  put 
the  brig's  cargo,  as  she  was  leaking;  that  he  knows  nothing  concerning  the  brig's 
papers  or  cargo ;  that  he  had  declar^  what  he  knew  by  means  of  the  interi)reter,  and 
that  there  was  nothing  more  to  add  to  or  take  from  it ;  that  the  aforesaid  is  true,  being 
signed  and  sworn  to.  Signed  in  connection  with  the  attorney  for  the  government,  the 
notary  being  present. 

FRANCISCO  LAZAGA. 
JOHN  REYNOLDS. 

Before  me, 

ANTONIO  BAGALLO. 

Certificate  of  the  interpreter. 

I  certify  that  the  forej;oing  declaration,  signed  by  th  >  first  mate,  Mr.  John  RejiioldF, 
of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  is  a  faituful  and  liberal  translation  of  what  he  has 
said. 

HIPOLITO  MIER, 

Provisional  Interpreter, 
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Declaration  €tf  Louis  Exton,  cook. 

In  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  appeared  before  the  ffovernmeut  attorney  Louis 
Exton,  seatnai),  belonging  to  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  who,  being  sworn  accord- 
ing to  law,  promised  to  tell  the  truth  regarding  all  that  may  be  aaked  of  him. 

Having  broii  asked  his  name,  age,  country,  occupation,  and  religion,  he  said :  My 
name  is  Louis  Exton,  born  in  London,  but  an  American  citizen ;  am  twontj-four  years 
of  age ;  bj'  religion  a  Catholic ;  and  was  cook  aboard  the  brig. 

Having  been  directed  to  explain  what  he  knew  from  the  time  of  leaving  Ragginl 
Island  until  the  capture  of  the  brig,  and  also  until  the  time  of  coming  aboard  this  ship, 
he  said :  That  according  to  his  belief,  they  raised  the  anchor  at  the  l>efore  mentioneci 
place  between  9  and  10  o'ch>ck  a.  m.  of  the  15th  of  the  present  month,  and  after  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  i)ih)t,  had  come  on  board  ;  that  afterward  they  steere<l  for  the  port  of 
Great  Ragged  Island,  but  the  wind  being  contrary  they  were  obliged  to  keep  tacking 
until  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  that  when  tliey  were  in  such  a  position  as 
induced  them  to  believe  they  could  make  the  port,  he  saw  an  armed  boat  leave  the 
side  of  the  Spanish  war  steamer  and  come  toward  the  brig ;  seeing  that  the  boat  conld 
not  overtake  them,  the  steamer  came  up  on  the  lee  side,  and  ordered  them  to  take  in  sail ; 
that  just  at  the  time  the  order  had  been  obeyed  the  aforesaid  armed  boat  came  alongside; 
that  an  officer  asked  the  permission  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  pilot,  who  was  in  charge  of  her, 
to  come  on  board,  which  permission  Mr.  Wilson  granted  to  him ;  that  the  captain  was 
not  aboard,  nor  had  he  ever  seen  him,  except  a  few  times,  when  others  had  pomted  him 
out ;  that  he  had  heard  others  speak  of  him  sometimes  ;  that  atlber  the  officer  had  come 
on  board,  the  commander  spoke  to  him  from  the  Spanish  steamer,  saying  somethme 
which  he  could  not  nnderstaiid ;  that  after  this  the  officer  looked  over  the  rail,  aim 
^ave  what  witness  conceived  to  beordera  to  the  boat's  crew  to  come  aboard  ;  that  they 
immediately  came  on  deck,  and  took  possession  of  the  brig ;  that  they  then  asked  the 
officer  what  he  had  to  do  with  the  bng,  to  which  he  replied  that  he  had  onlers  from 
the  commander  to  take  them  aboard  the  steamer,  and  that  he  so  fulfilled  the  order ; 
put  us  in  irons  down  in  the  hold,  but  released  us  from  prison  after  the  lapse  of  about 
fifteen  minutes ;  but  before  this  last^mentioned  incident  occurred,  and  at  about  2  o'clock, 
he  saw  two  masts,  which  appeared  to  belong  to  a  ship  lost  on  the  re^fs  of  the  Dos  Her- 
manos ;  that  at  half  past  3,  he  saw  that  it  was  a  monitor,  and  coming,  as  he  judged, 
towanl  the  port. 

Having  been  asked  if  he  knew  whether  or  not  the  ship  had  her  clearances,  or  what 
cargo  she  had  aboard,  said:  That  he  knew  nothing  of  the  papers  or  cargo,  and  that 
his  declaration  having  been  given  by  means  of  the  interpreter,  he  had  nothing  more  to 
add  thereto  or  to  take  therefrom  ;  that  the  above  is  true.  Sworn  to  and  signed  with 
the  attorney  in  presence  of  the  notary. 


Before  me. 


FRANCISCO  LAZAGA. 
LOUIS  EXTON. 


ANTONIO  BAGALLO. 


Certificate  of  the  interpreter. 


I  certify  that  the  foregoing  declaration,  given  by  Louis  Exton,  cook  of  the  American 
brig  Mary  Lowell,  is  literal  and  true. 

HIPOLITO  MIER, 

Provisional  Interpreter, 

Declaration  of  James    IVell,  s&tman. 

In  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  appeared  before  the  attorney  (fiscal)  James  WeU, 
seaman,  belonging  to  the  American  brig  Maiy  Lowell,  who,  havmg  been  duly  swoni 
according  to  law,  promised  to  tell  the  truth  in  relation  to  all  that  might  be  asked  of 
him. 

Having  been  aske<l  his  name,  age,  country,  religion,  and  occupation,  said :  My  name 
is  James  Well ;  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and  a  native  of  Kildarc,  Ireland,  but  an 
American  citizen  ;  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  seaman  aboard  the  brig  Mary  Lowell. 

Having  been  directed  to  tell  what  he  knew  and  had  seen  since  the  moment  of  the 
departure  from  Great  Ragge<l  Island  until  the  capture  of  the  brig  and  removal  to  this 
ship,  he  said :  That  between-  9  and  10  o'clock  in  the  morning  they  raised  anchor  aud 
got  underway  ;  that  he  believes  they  were  about  four  hours  trying  to  make  the  port 
in  said  island;  and  tacking  about  on  account  of  a  headwind;  that  between  2 
and  3  in  the  {iftemoon,  he  saw^,  at  a  certain  distance,  what  ap])earod  to  1m) 
tw^o  masts  of  a  ship,  but  that  he  did  not  know  what  it  was;  that  between  4  and  5 
o'clock  p.  m.  the  Spanish  war  steamer  approached  on  the  lee  side ;  that  she  had  pn*- 
viously  sent  a  boat  containing  armed  men;  that  they  went  aboard,  manned  the 
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brig,  and  took  him  and  bis  companious  aboard  the  steamer  without  his  knowing  the 
canse  of  their  so  doing. 

Having  been  asked  whether  the  brig  had  her  clearances,  what  cargo  she  curried,  and 
if  the  captain  was  aboard,  he  said :  That,  respecting  the  papers  and  cargo,  he  knew 
nothing,  and  that  the  captain  was  not  aboard,  nor  did  he  know  him ;  that  his  declara- 
tion having  been  given  by  moans  of  the  inteq»reter,  he  had  nothing  to  add  thereto,  or 
take  therenom,  the  same  being  true  as  sworn  to,  and  signed  with  the  attorney,  in  the 
presence  of  the  notary. 


Before  me. 


FRANCISCO  LAZAGA. 
JAMES  WELL. 

ANTONIO  BAGALLO. 


Certificate  of  the  interpreter. 


I  certify  that  the  foregoing  declaration,  given  by  James  Well,  seaman,  belonging  to 
the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  is  literal  and  true.  . 

HIPOLITO  MIER, 

Prori»ianal  Interpreter, 

Declaration  of  the  third  hoatswainy  Diego  Belmonte, 

On  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  appeared  before  the  attorney  the  third  boatswain, 
Diego  Beliuonte,  who,  having  been  sworn  according  to  law,  promised  to  tell  the  truth 
in  regard  to  all  that  might  be  inquired  of  him. 

Ha\ing  been  asked  his  name,  age,  and  occupation,  said :  I  am  called  as  already 
stated ;  by  occupation,  third  boatswain,  and  now  serving  aboard  the  schooner  Andaluza ; 
am  also  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

Having  been  asked  to  explain  all  he  knew  about  the  capture  of  the  American  brig 
Mary  Lowell,  he  said :  That  on  the  15th  day,  of  the  present  month,  between  9  and  10 
a.  m.,  this  ship  left  her  anchorage  and  proceeded  to  lollow  in  the  wake  of  a  brig,  which 
latter  woa  making  several  tacks  off  the  land ;  that,  coming  on  the  outside  tack  about 
4i  p.  m,,  he  heard  the  command  to  stop  the  engines,  and  Tower  a  boat,  into  which  he 
was  ordered,  there  having  embarked  already  an  officer  and  some  seamen,  all  of  whom 
were  armed,  for  the  reason  that  they  had  not  been  ordered  to  disperse  since  receiving 
the  order  to  "  Clear  the  decks  for  action ;"  that  the  boat  went  toward  the  brig,  which 
latter  kept  on  her  course;  that  he  observed  that  the  steamer  was  nearingthe  brig; 
and  that  then  she  took  in  her  sails,  for  which  reason  the  boat  was  enabled  to  come 
alongside  ;  that  immediately  after  Don  Emilio  Fiol,  the  naval  ensign,  went  on  board 
and  sjtoke  to  the  crew,  but  afterward  looked  over  the  rail  and  ordered  the  witness, 
with  the  l)ont*s  crew,  to  go  on  board  the  brig;  that  then  the  onler  was  given  to  get 
the  rigging  i*eady,  and  the  brig's  boat  was  put  into  the  water  and  sent  off  to  the 
schooner ;  that  he  saw  the  brig's  crew  embark  in  one  of  the  aforesaid  schooner's  boat^s ; 
that  they  gave  two  towing  lines  to  the  brig,  in  which  there  remained  Don  Eduardo 
Albarcete,  gunner's  mate  of  this  ship,  the  witness,  and  twelve  sailors,  all  of  whom  were 
towed  in  by  the  schooner;  that  his  declaration  has  been  given  by  means  of  the  inter- 
preter ;  that  he  has  nothing  more  to  add  thereto,  or  take  tnerefrom,  an<l  that  the  fore- 
going statement  is  true  as  sworn  to  under  oath,  and  subscribed  witli  the  attorney,  in 
presence  of  the  notary. 

FRANCISCO  LAZAGA. 
DIEGO  BELMONTE. 

Before  me, 

ANTONIO  BAGALLO. 

Declaration  of  the  head  seaman^  Ramon  Chenlo, 

On  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  appeared  before  the  attorney  Ramon  Chenlo, 
seaman,  who  havinc  been  sworn  according  to  law,  promised  to  tell  the  truth  in  regard 
to  whatever  he  mignt  be  asked. 

Having  been  asked  his  name,  occupation,  and  age,  he  said :  My  name  is  Hamou 
Chenlo,  head  seaman  of  the  crew  of  this  ship,  and  I  am  twenty-four  years  of  age. 

And  having  been  aske<l  what  he  knew  and  has  seen  of  the  capture  of  the  American 
brig  Mary  Lowell,  he  said:  That  between  the  hours  of  9  and  10  a.  m.  the  schooner  left 
her  anchorage,  (the  name  of  which  he  does  not  know,)  following  the  course  of  a  brig, 
which  latter  made  several  land-tacks ;  and  that  about  A\  p.  m.,  while  running  on  the 
outside  tack,  he  heard  the  order  to  stop  the  engines,  and  lower  a  boat,  in  which  he  was 
ordered  to  go  as  coxswain ;  that  some  sailors  also  got  into  the  boat,  accompanied  by 
one  boatswain  and  two  officers;  that  they  were  ordered  to  follow  the  brig,  which  lat- 
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ter  still  kept  on  her  conrBe ;  that  they  now  saw  the  schooner  come  up  on  the  lee  side 
of  the  brig,  which  latter  then  took  in  her  sail,  which,  a  few  moments  idler,  enabled 
the  boat  to  come  up  alongside ;  that  then  Don  Emilio  Fiol,  naval  ensign,  boarded  the 
brig,  and  siioke  to  the  crew,  after  which  he  ordered  the  men  who  were  in  the  boat  to  eo 
aboard,  Dun  Eduardo  Albacete,  naval  ensign,  also  accompanying  them ;  that  immedi- 
ately aifter  going  aboard  they  were  ordered  by  the  officers  to  get  the  gear  ready,  and 
lower  the  boat  into  the  water,  which  was  sent  to  the  schooner ;  that  he  saw  the  crew 
of  the  brig  embark  in  a  boat  belonging  to  the  aforesaid  schooner,  which  latter  took  the 
brig  in  tow,  and  so  bronffht  her  to  this  port. 

Asked  how  he  found  the  hatchways  of  the  brig  and  what  he  saw  on  her  deck,  he 
said :  That  he  saw  on  her  deck  two  large  boxes,  and  all  the  hatches  sealed  and  closed, 
with  the  exception  of  the  main ;  that  naviug  made  his  declaration,  he  had  nothinff 
more  to  add  thereto,  or  take  therefrom ;  and  that  the  same  is  true  as  sworn  to,  and 
subscribed  -with  the  attorney,  in  presence  of  the  notary. 

FRANCISCO  LAZAGA. 
RAMON  CHENLO. 

Before  me, 

ANTONIO  BAGALLO. 

Declaration  of  the  marine  corporal^  JoaS  Inqua. 

On  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  appeared  before  the  attorney  the  marine  corporal, 
Jos^  Inqua,  who  having  been  duly  sworn,  promised  to  tell  the  truth  in  relation  to  all 
that  should  be  asked  ot  him  ;  and  having  been  asked  his  name,  age,  and  occupation, 
he  said :  His  name  was  Jos^  Yuma  y  Fernandez,  twenty-five  years  of  age ;  by  ocenpa- 
tion  corporal  of  marines,  belonging  to  the  crew  of  this  ship  ;  that  between  the  hours 
of  9  and  10  a.  m.  of  the  15th  of  the  present  month,  the  schooner  m  which  he  was 
left  her  anchorage,  the  name  of  which  he  does  not  know,  to  follow  the  wake  of  a  brig 
which  had  been  anchored  in  the  same  place ;  that  the  aforesaid  brig  took  several  tacks 
oft*  the  land,  the  schooner  always  keeping  within  sight ;  that  about  4^  in  the  afternoon, 
and  when  she  was  on  the  outside  turn,  fie  heard  the  order  to  sto^  the  engines,  and 
lower  a  boat,  into  which  he  was  ordered  to  embark,  in  company  with  the  two  naval 
ensigns.  Don  Emilio  Fiol  and  Don  Eduardo  Albacete,  one  boatswain,  and  some  sea- 
men ;  tliat  they  started  in  the  direction  of  the  brig,  which  kept  on  her  conrse ;  that  he 
then  saw  the  schooner  coming  up  to  her  on  the  Tee  side,  but  that  he  does  not  know 
what  passed  between  the  two  vessels,  on  account  of  being  too  far  away ;  that  shortly 
after  he  saw  the  bri^  take  in  her  sail,  which  enabled  the  boat  to  overtake  her,  and 
come  close  up  alongside ;  that  the  said  bri^  did  not  give  them  a  rope's  end,  nor  anything 
to  enable  the  boat  to  keep  alongside,  which  gave  them  a  great  deal  of  trouble ;  that 
aflerwanls  the  naval  ensign,  Don  Emilio  Fiol,  went  on  board;  witness  saw  him  speak 
to  the  crew  of  the  brig :  he  then  ordered  the  men  to  leave  the  boat,  come  on  deck, 
get  the  gear  ready,  auci  lower  the  brig's  boat  into  the  water,  which  went  off  to  the 
schooner ;  that  the  crew  of  the  brig  embarked  in  a  boat  belonging  to  the  said  schooner; 
that  this  schooner  took  the  brig  in  tow  and  brought  her  to  this  port. 

When  asked  what  he  saw  on  the  deck,  and  how  he  found  the  natches  on  board  said 
brig,  he  said :  That  there  were  two  large  boxes  on  the  deck,  but  he  did  not  know  what 
they  contained ;  and  that  all  the  hatchways  were  closed  except  the  main  one ;  and 
that  he  saw  some  sabers  and  parcels  of  arms  in  the  cabin.  He  said:  That  his,  this  dec- 
laration, was  true,  being  sworn  to  according  to  law,  and  that  he  had  nothing  to  add 
thereto  or  take  therefrom.    Signed  with  the  attorney,  in  the  presence  of  the  notary. 

FRANCISCO  LAZAGA 
,  JOSfi  INQUA. 

Before  me, 

ANTONIO  BAGALLO. 

Declaration  of  Charles  Shaw,  seaman. 

On  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  appeared  before  the  notary  Charles  Shaw,  Amer- 
ican seaman,  belonging  to  the  bng,  who,  naving  been  sworn  according  to  law,  promised 
to  tell  the  truth  respecting  all  that  might  be  inquired  of  him. 

Having  been  asked  his  name,  age,  country,  occui>ation,  and  religion,  he  said: 
I  am  called  John  Shaw ;  am  thirty  years  of  age ;  a  native  of  Ireland,  but  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States;  by  religion  a  Catholic,  and  am  a  seaman  on  board  the  Biary 
Lowell. 

Having  been  directed  to  explain  all  he  knew  and  had  seen  since  the  moment  of 
leaving  Great  Ragged  Island  until  the  capture  of  the  brig,  he  said:  That  between  9 
and  10  o'clock  on  the  15th  of  the  present  month  they  raised  the  anchor  and  got  under 
way  in  the  direction  of  the  port  of  the  island,  according  to  the  pilot's  or(&rs.    The 
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wind  being  contraiy  they  were  obliged  to  keep  tacking  while  the  Spanish  war  steamer 
followed  in  their  wake.  That  about  2  o*clook  he  saw  what  was  said  to  be  a  Peruvian 
monitor,  coming  towardis  the  port;  that  it  might  be  between  3  and  4  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  when  the  war  steamer  came  alongside,  soon  after  a  boat  came  towards  them, 
which  a  short  time  previously  had  been  lowered  into  the  water,  and  according  to 
what  he  saw,  the  men  in  the  boat  ordered  the  brig's  crew  to  haul  down  her  sails;  that 
an  officer  with  the  boat's  crew  manned  the  brig,  and  sent  the  brig's  crew  in  one  of  the 
l)oat«  belonging  to  the  war  steamer  to  that  vessel.    . 

Having  been  a«ked  if  the  captain  was  aboard,  or  if  he  knew  anything  of  the  ship's 
paiwrs,  or  of  the  cargo  she  carried,  he  said :  That  the  captain  was  not  aboard,  nor 
did  he  know  him,  but  that  he  had  heard  people  say  that  the  ship's  papers  were  ashore, 
and  that  he  knew  nothing  about  the  cargo.  That  having  given  his  declaration  by 
means  of  the  interpreter  he  said:  that  he  had  nothing  more  to  add  thereto,  or 
take  therefrom,  ana  that  the  same  was  true  as  a  worn  to,  and  subscribed  with  the 
attorney,  in  the  presence  of  the  notary. 

FRANCISCO  LAZAGA. 

JOHN  SHAW. 

Before  me, 


ANTONIO  BAGALLO. 


Certificate  of  the  interpreter. 


I  certify  that  the  foregoing  declaration  given  by  John  Shaw,  seaman,  is  literally  and 
tmly  translated. 

HIPOLITO  MIER, 

Provisional  Interpreter, 
Delivery  of  declarations. 

On  the  same  day,  mouth,  and  year,  the  attorney  proposed  to  deliver  these  first  declar- 
ations connected  with  the  capture  of  the  brig  Mary  Lowell  to  the  commander  of  this 
Hbip,  having  tlnished  them  already,  in  compliance  with  his  orders ;  to  effect  this,  he 
went  to  the  cabin  of  said  gentleman,  accompanied  by  me,  the  notary  making  the 
delivery  of  this  investigation,  which  contains  ten  leaves,  or  folios,  without  counting 
the  covers ;  and,  in  order  that  it  may  be  valid  as  a  procedure,  I  order  the  present  record 
of  the  delivery  to  bo  made  as  signed  by  said  attorney,  and  sworn  to  by  me,  the 
notary. 

*  LAZAGA. 

Before  me, 

ANTONIO  BAGALLO. 

[Official.] 

Schooner  Andaluza. 

Inclofled  I  remit  to  you  the  Cuban  cockade  which  I  found  on  the  deck  of  the  brig 
Mary  Lowell,  in  order  that  you  may  use  it  as  proving  the  destination  of  the  arms  in  the 
investigation  which  you  are  projecting.    God  preserve  you  many  years. 
Aboard,  Nuevitas,  March  16, 1869. 

JACOBO  ALEMAN, 
Xaval  Commander  of  this  Port. 


Bla«.                                       y^ 

/k 

Blue.               < 

C<»-^ 

White.                    \^ 

BlM.                                     N. 

Apj^ntmexd  of  notary, 

Don  Pedro  Diaz  de  Herrero,  frigate  captain  of  the  fleet,  military  commander  of  the 
naval  and  registered  forces  of  the  province  of  Nuevltxis,  and  captain  of  its  port,  having 
to  appoint  a  notary  according  to  law  so  as  to  act  in  the  summary  proceedings  which  I 
am  about  to  form,  and  also  in  the  enlargement  of  the  preceding  investigations,  T 
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appoint  and  elect  Don  Beui^no  Aldez  to  the  second-class  notaryship  of  this  command, 
who,  having  been  informed  rehitive  to  the  obligations  which  snch  oitice  im^xwes, 
promises  to  maintain  secrecy  and  fidelity  respecting  all  that  he  may  do;  and,  in  order 
that  this  mav  be  valid,  he  signed  it  with  me  in  Nuevitas  on  the  17th  of  March,  1869. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  DE  HERRERO. 

BENIGNO  ALDEZ. 

Declaration  of  Don  Jacoho  Aleman,  commander  of  the  schooner  Andaluza, 

On  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  being  present  the  attorney  and  notary,  aboard 
the  schooner  Andaiuza,  appeared  the  commander  of  said  vessel,  who,  being  dnly  sworn 
according  to  law,  promised  to  tell  the  tnith  in  relation  to  all  that  might  be  asked  of 
him,  and /)eing  asked  his  name,  age,  and  occupation,  said:  That  his  name  is  Don 
Jacobo  Aleraau ;  that  he  is  first-class  lieutenant  of  the  national  fleet,  and  actual  com- 
mander of  the  schooner  Andaiuza;  and  is  thirty-six  years  of  age. 

Asked :  That  being  the  officer  who  commenced  the  proceedings  which  the  chief  of 
the  station  has  sent  to  mo,  that  you  say  if  it  is  the  same,  and  if  you  recognize  it  as  the 
same  which  you  delivered  to  the  chief  commander  of  the  station,  as  also  the  situation 
delineated  in  the  chart  and  shown  in  the  manifest.  Said :  That  it  is  the  same  which 
he  gave  to  the  commander  of  the  station,  and  that  the  descriptions  of  the  distances 
and  place  where  he  encountered  the  brig  at  the  time  of  capturing  her,  together  with 
the  signature  at  the  bottom,  are  all  recognized  by  him. 

Asked:  That  you  show  the  enlargement  or  details  which  you  proposed  to  do  in  yonr 
official  at  the  time  of  giving  your  declarations,  with  the  object  of  throwing  more  light 
on  this  alfair.  Said :  That  in  his  official  he  had  indicated  that  he  should  prove  that 
the  biig  was  changing  her  anchorage,  for  the  reason  that  the  collector  of  said  island 
had  so  stated  to  him;  that  he  oftered  no  opposition  nor  passed  no  observations  on  that 
account;  and  that  a  vessel  going  on  her  course  would  naturally  do  so  by  keeping  with- 
in the  English  waters.  That,  even  allowing  a  mile  for  the  coast,  there  still  remained 
live  in  which  to  get  the  necessary  sea-room  to  come  to  the  point  south;  that  she  not 
only  did  not  do  so,  but  came  out  of  said  waters  three  different  times,  and  at  last  aug- 
mented her  speed ;  that  he  ha4  informed  the  pilot  who  was  aboard  of  the  achoouer,  the 
brother  of  the  one  in  the  brig,  the  first  time  she  came  out«ide  of  the  English  waters, 
that  if  she  repeated  the  crossing  of  the  marine  jurisdictional  line  he  would  be  obhged 
to  do  something,  which  is  a  satisfactory  proof  of  the  good  faith  in  which  he  was  ac^ 
ing,  and  makes  the  right  more  justifiable  of  taking  her  on  the  third  time  of  passing  the 
line,  which  was  when  he  captured  her;  and  that  he  added  in  the  conclusioii  of  bis  dec- 
laration there  remained  a  lar^e  number  of  Cubans  in  said  island  who  were  int-erested, 
and  formed  part  of  the  expedition  of  the  brig. 

Asked :  If  he  had  anything  to  add  or  take  from  his  declaration  ?  Said :  That  he  had 
nothing  to  add  thereto  or  take  therefrom ;  that  what  he  had  stated  relative  to  what 
occurred  was  the  truth,  and  he  signed  and  swears  to  it  in  connection  with  the  attorney, 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  notary. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  DE  HERRERO. 
JACOBO  ALEMAN. 

Before  me, 

BENIGNO  ALDEZ. 

Declaration  of  the  naval  enMgn^  Don  Emilio  FioL 

Afterward  appeared  before  the  attorney  and  present  notary  the  naval  ensign  whose 
name  is  in  the  margin,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  promised  to  tell  the 
truth  relative  to  what  might  be  asked  of  him. 

Asked :  His  name,  age,  and  occupation,  said:  My  name  is  Don  Emilio  Fiol  dc  Mon- 
taner,  naval  ensign  of  the  fleet,  and  embarked  with  the  crew  of  the  scooner  of  war 
Andaiuza,  and  am  twenty-four  years  of  age. 

Asked :  That  yon  declare  concerning  the  re|K>rt  which  your  commander  states,  and 
which  forms  the  commencement  of  this  investigation ;  that  you  state  if  you  ratify  it* 
and  if  it  be  the  same,  and  that  if  you  have  auyt^hing  to  add  thereto  or  take  therefh>m. 
Said :  That  it  is  the  same,  and  that  he  recognizes  his  signature  at  the  bottom ;  That  he 
ha«  nothing  to  add  thereto  or  take  therefrom. 

Asked :  If,  at  the  time  of  making  the  investigations  relative  to  the  vessel,  they  asked 
to  make  the  corresponding  observations  aa  they  are  prepared  in  the  ten  folios,  or  budget ; 
and  that  he  state  at  what  distance  from  tlie  Eiiglisu  iK>S8ession  of  Ragged  Island, 
they  encountered  said  brigf  That  if,  on  ent«rinff  the  brig,  she  had  her  flag  hoisted. 
Said :  That  after  having  taken  the  brig,  he  a»ke4l  them  for  the  log-book,  but,  which 
they  could  not  deliver,  because  there  was  none,  for  which  reason  tney  could  not  note 
the  distance  from  Ragged  Island,  but,  which  was  at  seven  miles  from  the  coast ;  that 
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iK'fore  nijiking  fast  to  the  brig  she  had  the  Auiericaii  flag  masted,  but  which  they  8aw 
taken  down  od  going  aboard. 

Asked :  If  they  observed  any  movement  indicative  of  running  away  at  the  time  of 
the  pursuit;  if  they  hoisted  more  sail;  and  that  if,  in  his  judgment,  there  was  any 
upcessitv,  in  her  changing  of  anchorage,  to  go  outside  of  the  jurisdictional  waters  to 
accomplish  it.  Said  :  Tliat  at  the  time  when  the  boat  first  started  to  make  the  recon- 
naissauce,  she  did  not  make  any  movement  indicative  of  flight,  but  on  the  schooner 
approaching  she  hoisted  the  fore-top-gallantsail,  and  made  no  exertions  to  stop,  find- 
inj5  herself  already  outside  of  the  English  waters  ;  that  respectiug  the  last  part  of  the 
([nestion, said :  that  there  being  six  miles  within  jurisdictional  Hne,  it  was  sufficient 
Hpace  for  her  to  have  gained  her  destination,  without  tacking  outside  of  it,  or  without 
impeding  her  progress ;  that  he  called  attention  to  the  fact,  that,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  her  movements  seaward,  she  carried  only  her  main-topsail  and  jib,  which  was 
suflScient  evidence  that  she  was  in  no  great  hurry  to  arrive  at  the  port  anchorage,  but 
instead  of  which,  she  only  waited  for  a  favorable  opportunity  to  hoist  the  other  sails, 
which  she)  had  in  readiness,  including  the  staysails,  which  latter  she  hoisted  at  the;  time 
of  making  the  last  tack,  when  she  came  without  the  jurisdictional  lines. 

Asked :  If  he  had  anything  to  add  or  take  away,  from  this  his  declaration.  Said : 
that  be  has  nothing  more  to  say,  and,  that  the  foregoing  is  true,  which  he  ratifies  and 
siens  under  oath,  with  the  attorney. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  DE  HERRERO. 
EMILIO  FIOL. 

Before  nie, 

BENIGNO  ALDEZ. 

,        Dedaralion  of  the  naval  ensign ^  Don  Ednardo  Jlbaate, 

In  continuation,  appeared  before  the  attorney  and  present  notary  the  individual 
whose  name  is  in  the  margin,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  was  asked  the 
following  qnestious : 

Asked :  His  name,  occupation,  and  age. — Said :  I  am  called  Don  Eduardo  Albacete  de 
Foster,  naval  ensign  of  the  national  fleet,  but  in  the  actual  second  command  of  the 
schooner  Andalnza ;  twenty-three,  years  of  age. 

Asked :  That  he  manifest  all  the  occurrences  connected  with  the  capture  and  bring- 
ing to  this  port  of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell. — Said :  That  it  might  have  been 
alrant  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  the  present  month  when  the  brig  raise<l 
her  anchor  and  took  the  outside  tack,  with  an  easterly  wind,  being  under  her  fore- 
topsail,  jib,  and  boomsail.  That  shortlj'  after  wo  got  under  way,  and  followed  in  her 
wake.  That  during  the  morning  she  was  tacking  under  said  sails,  without  going  any 
to  windwanl,  and  during  which  time  we  were  waiting  within  a  short  distance  of  her. 
That  a  little  after  midday  we  saw  a  vessel  in  nearly  a  S.  S.  (f)  direction,  w^hich  we 
conld  not  make  out  on  account  of  the  long  distance  which  separated  us.  That  the  brig 
commenced  to  lengthen  her  tacks,  each  time  making  them  longer.  That  they  were 
ordered  to  clear  the  decks  for  action,  and  give  all  the  force  to  the  engines,  in  order  to 
Hce  what  the  object  was.  That  a  short  time  afU^r  we  were  enabled  to  see  that  she  was 
a  monitor,  and  sailing  in  a  crosswise  direction,  toward  the  island.  That  a  short  time 
a^'ter  they  were  enabled  to  make  her  out  by  the  blue  flag  which  she  carried  at  the 
fore  peak  to  be  a  Peruvian  ship  of  war,  and  that  about  this  time  the  brig  hoisted  the 
American  flag.  Seeing  this,  the  monitor  unfurled  three  flags  on  the  fore  mast,  when 
the  brig  began  to  spread  more  sail  and  run  toward  her,  we  following  and  embarking 
in  the  second  boat  with  the  naval  ensign,  Don  Emilio  Fiol,  the  witness,  one  officer, 
and  eighteen  armed  seamen.  That  the  brig,  seeing  that  we  were  following  her,  hoisted 
her  maintopsail  and  kept  on  the  ontside  tack,  but  the  schooner  coming  alongside  she 
took  in  her  sail.  That  shortly  after  we  came  alongsitle  with  the  boat,  and  Don 
Kmilio  Fiol,  the  naval  ensign,  went  on  board  to  inspect  her,  who  shortly  after  told  me 
that  the  result  of  his  inspection  wa«  that  the  vessel  had  no  papers,  and  that  on  her 
•leek  she  carried  warlike  stores,  for  which  reason  he  conformed  to  the  orders  which  he 
had  received  from  the  commander  of  this  ship,  to  the  effect  that  ho  should  man  her  in 
case  she  should  prove  to  be  suspicious.  That  I  then  embarked  her  crew  in  my  boat, 
with  the  before-mentioned  naval  ensign,  sent  it  aboard,  and  prepared  myself  to  receive 
the  towline,  which  the  schooner  gave  me  a  short  time  after.  That  we  now  started 
toward  Nnevitas,  where  we  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  16th. 

Asked :  That  you  manifest  the  situation  of  the  brig  respecting  the  English  posses- 
sion called  Ragge<l  Island  at  the  time  of  her  capture ;  and  if  this  ship  had  a  log-book, 
as  is  stated  in  the  investigations ;  and  if  the  witness,  on  his  own  part,  had  noted,  in 
his  sailing  diary  and  chart,  as  also  in  the  log-book,  the  situation  of  the  brig,  in  order 
to  know  uie  distance  at  which  she  was  found  from  land. — Said :  That  she  was  boarded 
at  about  six  and  a  half  or  seven  miles  from  said  island.  That  he  could  not  note  the 
•<itiiation  of  the  brig  in  her  log,  because  she  had  no  papers  of  any  kind  on  board,  but 
that  he  did  so  take  note  of  it  in  his  navigating  diary,  charts,  and  tog-book  of  the  ship. 
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Asked  :  If  at  the  time  of  the  iuspection  them  was  a  captain,  pilot,  or  any  other  per- 
son aboard  who  had  charge  of  her. — Said  :  That  thej'  only  found  one  English  pilot, 
and  four  bailors  who  obeyed  the  former,  and  whom  he  sent  aboard  the  schooner  witli 
the  rCwSt  of  the  crew. 

Asked:  If  he  had  anything  to  add  to  or  take  from  his  declaration. — Said:  That  be 
has  nothing  more  to  add  thereto  or  take  therefrom.  That  the  foregoing  is  true,  and 
that  he  ratifies,  signs,  and  swears  to  it,  with  the  attorney. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  DE  IIERRERO. 
EDUARDO  ALBACETE. 
Before  nie, 

BENIGNO  ALDEZ. 

Declaration  of  the  naval  ensign y  Don  Francisco  Lazaga. 

On  the  f-'ame  day,  month,  and  year,  appeared  before  the  attorney,  the  notary  being 
present,  the  naval  ensign,  whosename  is  in  the  margin,  of  whom  they  asked  his  name, 
age,  and  occupation.  He  said :  I  am  called  D<m  Francisco  Lazaga  y  Hurtado,  naval 
ensign  of  the  fleet,  and  embarked  on  Iward  of  the  schooner  Andaluza,  and  am  twenty- 
three  years  of  age. 

Asked :  That  you  manifest  all  that  occurred  respecting  the  capture  of  the  American 
brig  Mary  Lowell,  since  the  time  she  got  under  way  untiL  she  was  conducted  to  this 
port.— Said :  That  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  the  present  month  the  brig  Mary 
Lowell,  which  was  at  anchor  close  by  the  side  of  the  schooner,  got  under  way  about  H> 
o'clock  in  the  morning ;  that  shortly  after  we  also  commenced  to  move,  and  followed 
in  the  wake  of  the  brig,  having  the  wind  fresh  from  the  east ;  that  in  making  the  tack 
seaward  she  ran  a  great  distance,  when  she  turned  again  toward  the  shore,  and  so 
continued  tacking;  about  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  witness  being  ou  deck,  he  saw 
at  a  long  distance  a  ship  whose  class  he  was  unable  to  make  out,  nor  could  any  of  the 
othei*s  who  were  with  him  ;  that  he  asked  the  English  pilot  if  he  could  tell  what  kind 
of  a  vessel  she  was,  but  that  he  could  not  comprehend  what  the  pilot  answered,  for  the 
reason  that  he  was  not  conversant  with  the  language  in  which  ho  answered:  that 
shortly  after  they  sailed  toward  the  unknown  vessel,  and  the  decks  were  ordered  to 
be  be  cleared  for  action,  when  he  had  to  go  to  his  post,  and  therefore  does  not  know 
any  more  of  what  happened,  until  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after,  when  he  called  the 
commander  of  this  ship  to  the  deck,  to  see  if  he  could  distinguish  the  colons  of  the  mon- 
itor's flag,  which  were  then  to  be  seen  ;  that  the  flag  was  recognized  as  the  Peruvian, 
and  that  in  the  top  of  the  foremast  there  was  another  blae  flag  ;  that  when  the  moni- 
tor had  begun  to  draw  nearer  to  this  ship  they  turned  to  follow  the  briff,  which  lat- 
ter had  now  her  flag  hoisted,  and  which  before  they  had  not  seen,  nor  had  it  beforp 
been  hoisted ;  that  they  now  saw  three  flags  in  the  monitor's  foretop ;  that  when  this 
happened  it  was  about  half-past  four,  aud  when  the  brig  was  running  on  the  outside 
tack ;  that  al>out  this  time  a  boat  was  ordered  to  be  low^ered,  they  being  then  six  milef> 
and  a  few  cables'  length  from  land ;  that  two  ofticers  and  one  boatswain  embarked  in 
the  boat,  which  they  directed  toward  the  brig,*  with  the  flag  flying;  that  the  brig 
kept  on  her  course,  when  the  schooner  bore  down  toward  her,  and  came  alongside  to 
the  leeward ;  that  the  brig  was  ordered  to  haul  down  her  sails,  but  that  she  did  not 
obey  imtil  they  brought  to  bear  on  her  the  center  swivel  gun  ;  that  the  boat  canif 
back  shortly  after  this,  bringing  an  Englishman  with  whom  the  witness  waa  acquainted 
and  knew  as  a  pilot,  named  Wilson,  two  negroes,  whom  he  also  knew,  Ijecanse  they 
lived  on  shore,  and  four  sailors ;  that  the  ])ilot  and  the  two  negroes  were  sent  ashore 
in  the  brig's  boat ;  that  they  took  the  brig  in  tow,  and  came  to  this  port,  where  they 
anchored  yesterday  moniing. 

Asked:  If  at  the  time  of  coming  alongside  of  the  captured  vessel  they  took  any  sit- 
uations or  observations  whereby  to  know  the  distance  at  which  the  bri|^  waa  captured, 
and  if  the  same  were  entered  in  the  diary  and  log-book  of  the  ship;  if,  in  his  jodg- 
mcnt,  the  brig  had  any  necessity,  on  account  of  the  wind,  to  have  gone  outaide  of  the 
jurisdictional  lines  in  ordor  to  come  to  the  northwest  anchorage. — baid :  That  at  the 
same  time  they  made  two  obser\'ations  at  the  extremes  of  the  island,  showing  the  sit- 
uation as  it  is  delineated  in  the  plan  ;  that  the  witness,  by  virtue  of  his  ofiSce  as  guard 
oflicer  at  the  time,  has  noted  it  in  the  log-book  and  also  in  his  diary  of  uavigatk>n ; 
that  he  does  not  believe  the  brig  was  under  any  necessity  of  goin^  outside  of  the  jurii*- 
dictional  lines,  having,  as  she  did,  Ave  miles  of  a  radius  to  move  in. 

Asked:  If  he  has  anything  to  add  to,  or  take  from,  his  declaration  ? — Said :  That  be 
had  to  state  further  timt  at  the  time  the  schooner  came  alongside  of  the  brig,  and 
outside  of  the  .jurisdictional  lines,  this  latter  tried  to  increase  her  speed  by  hoisting 
her  topsail  and  staysail.  Having  heard  this  read,  he  signed  with  the  attorney,  and 
present  notary. 

[sKAL.]  PEDRO  DIAZ  DE  HERRERO. 

IIUNCLSCO  LAZAGA. 

Before  me, 

BENIGNO  ALDEZ. 
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« 

DtdanUim  of  the  second  officer  of  the  administrative  body,  I)r,  Jos^  de  Urdanio  de  Luz,  pay- 
master of  this  ship. 

In  the  before>meDtioued  month  and  year  appeared  before  the  attorney  and  present 
notary  the  individual  named  in  the  margin,  who,  l>eing  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
proDiiwd  to  tell  the  truth  respecting  all  that  might  be  required  of  him. 

A«ked :  His  name,  age  and  occupation. — Said :  I  am  called  Jos^  Urdanio  de  Luz,  and 
am  actual  paymaster  aboard  the  gunboat  Andaluza,  and  am  thirty-four  years  of  age. 

Asked :  If  the  folio  documents  and  books,  which  are  placed  before  him  for  identifica- 
tion, are  the  same  he  deliven;d  to  the  commander  ;  that  he  explain  also  from  whom  he 
received  them. — Said :  That  they  are  the  same  which  he  delivered  to  the  commander, 
and  that  he  rec<4ved  them  from  no  one ;  that  when  he  solicited  the  ship's  documents, 
lie  was  informed  that  there  were  none ;  and  that  he  took  those  which  he  delivered  to 
the  commander  from  a  state-room  in  the  same  ship's  cabin ;  that  in  the  said  state-room 
were  two  cavalry  sabres,  having  engraved  on  the  blade,  in  Castilian,  the  motto  "  Lib- 
rrty  or  death;"  that  having  finished  the  investigation  he  sealed,  as  has  already  been 
stated,  which  act  neither  the  captain  nor  any  one  representing  him  on  board  wit- 
nessed. Said :  That  the  foregoing  is  true,  as  sworn  to  under  oath,  and  signed  with  the 
attoniev  and  present  notar\'. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  DE  HERRERO. 
JOSfi  URDANIO  DE  LUZ. 

tiefon^  uie, 

BENIGNO  ALDEZ. 

Declaration  of  the  third  boatswain,  Antonio  Pens. 
• 

NuKViTAS,  March  18,  1869. 

The  attorney  made  to  appear  before  him  and  the  present  notary  the  individual 
whose  name  is  in  the  margin,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  promised  to 
tell  the  truth  in  regard  to  all  that  might  be  inquired  of  him. 

Asked :  His  Dame,  age,  and  occupation.— Said :  I  am  called  Antonio  Perez,  third  boat- 
'iwain  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  Andaluza,  and  am  twenty-six  years  of  age,  • 

Asked:  That  you  manifest  all  that  occurred  respecting  the  capture  of  the  American 
brig  Mary  Lowell,  which  was  conducted  to  this  port  by  the  ship  in  which  you  are 
employed. — Said :  Tliat  about  nine  or  half-past  nine  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  an 
Kuglishmau  came  aboard,  who  apeared  to  l>e  a  pilot,  and  shortly  after  he  observed 
that  the  brig  which  lay  close  at  their  side  began  to  raise  something  which  looked  like  an 
aochor-chain,  hoisted  her  main  foretopsails  and  jibs,  braced  them  aback  in  onler  to 
fall  to  starboard,  and  while  in  that  situation  finished  raising  her  anchors,  fell  to  star- 
Iward,  and  got  under  way  on  the  seaward  tack ;  that  at  tiiis  time  the  commander 
of  the  gunboat  ordered  the  schooner  to  be  got  under  way  and  follow  in  the  wake  of 
the  brig,  which  was  now  alx>ut  two  miles  off,  and  running  further  on  that  tack  than 
Bbe  ought  to  have  done.  The  commander  now  forced  the  engines  and  hoisted  all  sail 
and  started  in  pursuit.  Seeing  this,  the  brig  tacked  and  ran  toward  the  land,  and  so 
continued  to  take  short  tacks  without  getting  to  windward.  When  she  was  on 
her  third  tack  he  saw  on  the  horizon  toward  the  south  what  appeared  to  be  two 
masts,  but  could  not  identify  the  object,  until  the  commander  ordered  a  reconnoissance 
of  the  same.  An  hour  later  they  saw  a  blue  flag  on  the  foremast,  and  soon  recognized 
her  as  a  monitor ;  that  they  contintied  going  toward  her  until  within  eight  or  fen 
cables'  length,  when  they  hoisted  the  national  flag  to  the  peak,  and  the  decks  were 
ordered  to  be  cleared  for  action ;  that  at  this  time  the  monitor  hoisted  the  Peruvian 
flag  to  the  mainpeak,  while  we  run  prow  on  to  her  broadside  until  within  cannon  shot, 
the  monitor  making  no  movement  against  us ;  that  we  now  observed  the  brig  to  be 
a  long  distance  from  the  coast,  on  the  outside  tack ;  that  at  this  time  a  boat  was 
lowered  in  which  embarked  two  officers,  one  boatswain,  and  eight  armed  sailors,  direct- 
ing their  course  toward  the  brig ;  that  about  this  time  the  monitor  hauled  down  her 
hlne  flag  from  the  peak  and  hoisted  three  more  instead,  the  colors  of  which  could  not 
l>e  distinguished,  and  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  a  jsign,  communication,  or  salute ; 
that  the  brig  made  no  eflbrt  to  wait  for  the  boat,  and  that  the  commander  ordered  to 
bear  down  toward  her.  which  he  accomplished  by  coming  up  on  her  leeside  ;  that  the 
commander,  through  the  medium  of  the  pilot,  ordered  her  to  haul  down  her  sails,  but 
the  brig  not  complying  with  the  mandate  the  commander  was  forced  to  briuc  the 
center  swivel  gun  to  bear  upon  her,  which  the  brig  saw  and  took  in  her  sail,  and  the 
investigation  was  made  by  the  boat,  which  now*  had  arrived,  but  which,  until  now, 
bad  iM^en  a  long  distance  astern  ;  that  the  ofiicer,  after  making  the  inspection,  explained 
to  the  commander  that  the  brig  carried  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  for  which  reason 
the  said  commander  ordered  her  to  be  taken  in  tow,  leaving  the  said  oflicer  to  lower  the 
|iri<r*s  l>oat  into  the  water  for  the  purpose  of  taking  ashore  the  English  pilots  who  were 
in  both  vessels,  which  was  accordingly  done ;  that  the  brig  was  now  taken  in  tow  and 
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brought  to  Nuevitas ;  that  the  monitor  now  made  for  the  land,  and  api>eareU  to  bt* 
goin^  to  the  anchoraj^e  north. 

Asked :  At  what  distance  from  the  coast  was  the  brig  captured  ? — Said :  That  be 
shonld  calculate  it  to  have  been  six  or  seven  miles,  but  more  probably  the  latter  than 
the  former. 

Asked:  If  he  had  any^thing  more  to  add  or  take  from  this  declaration. — Said:  That 
he  had  nothing  to  addthereto  or  take  therefrom,  and  that  the  foregoing  is  the  truth. 
to  which  he  testifies.  This  declaration  was  i-ead  to  him,  when  ho  signed  it  with  the 
attomev.     Sworn  to. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  HERRERO. 
ANTONIO  PEREZ. 

Before  me, 

BENIGXO  ALDEZ. 

Ikdaration  of  thfi  pilot,  Miguel  Loza, 

On  the  same  day,  month,  and  year  appeared  before  the  attorney  and  present  notary 
the  individual  whose  name  is  in  the  margin,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law. 
promised  to  tell  the  truth  respecting  whatever  might  be  asked  of  him. 

Asked:  His  name,  age,  and  occupation. — Said:  I  am  called  Miguel  Loza;  forty-one 
years  of  age,  and  employed  in  the  schooner  Andaluza. 

Asked :  That  yon  explain  what  you  know  relating  to  the  capture  of  the  American 
brig  Mary  Lowell,  which  was  conducted  to  this  i>ort  by  the  gunboat  in  which  you  are 
employed.— Said:  That  at  nine  or  half-past  nine,  an  Euglisli  pilot  came  aboard,  aod 
that  shortly  after  he  observed  that  the  brig,  which  was  lying  at  anchor  alongside,  be- 
gan to  raise  anchor,  having  already  hoisted  the  main  and  topsails  ;  that  in  this  i^itna- 
tion  she  finished  raising  her  anchor,  when,  hoisting  the  jibs,  she  got  under  way  outhe 
seaward  tack;  that  after  she  had  gone  about  two  miles  the  gunboat  got  under  way, 
and  followed  in  her  wake,  but  observing  that  the  brig  kept  on  the  seaward  tack,  ami 
was  already  six  or  seven  miles  from  the  coast,  he  forced  the  engines  and  hoisted  all  the 
sails.  Seeing  this  the  brig  turned  toward  the  land,  and  continued  making  short  tacks 
but  without  getting  any  to  windward  ;  that  about  three  oVdock  in  the  afternoon  the 
brig  being  thten  on  her  third  tack,  he  discovered  on  the  horizon  toward  the  south  two 
masts  coming  toward  them,  but  could  not  identify  the  object  until  the  commander 
gave  the  order  to  make  an  investigation  of  it,  which  was  accomplishetl  alK>tit  an  hour 
afterward  ;  that,  at  first,  he  distinguished  a  blue  flag  on  the  foremast,  and,  nearer,  ret- 
o^ized  her  as  a  monitor,  and  continued  running  towai-d  her  until  within  eight  or 
nme  cables'  length,  when  we  hoisted  the  national  flag  to  the  peak,  and  proceeded  to 
clear  the  decks  for  action.  The  monitor  now  hoisted  the  Peruvian  flag  to  the  i»eak  of 
the  mainmast,  and  kejjt  on  her  course  until  coming  near,  we  putting  ourselves  on  her 
same  course,  and  so  continuing  for  about  twenty  minutes  without  observing  any  move- 
ment against  us,  during  which  time  the  brig  had  been  running  on  the  seaward  tack, 
and  was  now  some  distance  from  the  coast.  The  commander  now  followed  her  course 
and  lowered  a  boat,  in  which  embarked  two  officers,  one  boatswain,  and  eighteen 
armed  sailors,  who  directed  themselves  toward  the  brig.  At  this  time  the  monitor 
hauled  down  the  blue  flag  from  the  foremast,  and  hoisted  in  its  stead  three  otbei^, 
the  colors  of  which  could  not  be  distinguished,  the  brig,  at  the  same  time,  hoisting  her 
national  flag,  but  w^hich  she  after  warn  hauled  down,  and  made  no  effort  to  await  the 
boat  which  had  been  dispatched  toward  her.  The  commander  now  commenced  to  ruu 
down  to  her,  and  came  up  on  her  leeside.  In  this  situation  the  commander,  throntrh 
the  English  pilot,  forced  her  detention,  and  ordered  her  to  take  in  her  sail.  The  brig 
not  showing  a  disposition  to  comply  with  this  request,  the  commander  ordered  the 
center  swivel  gun  to  be  loosed  and  pointed  at  the  said  brig ;  seeing  which  she  aeconl- 
ingly  took  in  her  sail,  and  awaited  the  inspection,  which  was  accomplished  by  the 
boat  sent,  which  arrived  alongside  shortly  afterward,  having  been  at  a  considerable 
distance  astern ;  that  after  the  officer  had  made  the  inspection  of  the  brig  he  ex- 
plained to  the  commander  that  she  carried  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  for  which  rea- 
son the  commander  ordered  her  to  be  taken  in  tow,  and  the  brig's  boat  to  be  lowered, 
with  the  object  of  conducting  the  English  pilots  of  both  ships  to  land,  which  wa»  ac- 
cordingly done.  Immediately  aft-er  the  brig  was  taken  in  tow,  and  brought  tt»  thi"* 
port  of  Nuevitas,  the  monitor  at  the  same  time  making  the  land  and  proceeding  to  the 
north  anchorage. 

Aske<l:  At  \vliat  distance  from  land  they  were  at  the  time  of  giving  the  order  to  sur- 
render to  the  brig. — Said  :  That,  according  to  his  calculation  they  were  about  six.  or 
seven  miles  from  the  land  ;  that  the  wind  was  blowing  fre-shly  at  the  time  the  schooner 
bore  down  toward  the  brig ;  and  that  at  this  time  she  hoisted  the  gallant  and  staj  - 
sails,  and  run  on  the  seaward  tack. 

Asked :  If  ho  has  anything  more  to  add  or  take  from  this  declaration. — Said  :  That  he 
had  nothing  more  to  add  thereto  or  take  therefrom,  and  that  the  foregoing  is  true,  to 
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which  lie  swears.  Thia  haviug  been  read  to  him,  he  signed  by  making  a  cross,  on 
account  of  not  knowing  how  to  write  his  name.  Signed  by  the  attorney  and  present 
notary. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  DE  HERRERO. 

Before  nie. 

BENIGNO  ALDEZ. 

Dtclaraiion  of  the  gunner's  mate,  Antonio  Bugallo. 

Next  appesired  before  the  attorney  and  present  notary  the  individual  whose  name  is 
Iq  the  margin,  who,  being  daly  sworn  acconling  to  law,  promised  to  tell  the  truth. 

Asked :  His  name,  age,  and  occupation. — Said :  I  am  called  Antonio  Bugallo,  gunner's 
mate  aboard  the  schooner  Andaluza,  and  twenty-nine  years  of  age. 

A<)ked :  That  you  explain  what  yon  know  respecting  the  capture  of  the  American 
brig  Mary  Lowell  by  the  ship  in  which  you  are  employed. — Said :  That  between  nine 
and  ten  o'clock  on  'the  morning  of  the  15th  an  Englishman,  who  appeared  to  be  a 
pilot,  came  aboard ;  that  soon  after  he  observed  that  the  brig  whicli  was  lying  at 
anchor  alongside  began  to  raise  her  anchor,  and  having  it  partly  raised  she  got  under 
way  on  the  seaward  tack  ;  that  the  commander  ordered  the  ship  to  be  got  in  readiness 
to  follow  her,  which  was  accomplished  after  the  brig  had  gone  about  two  miles  off, 
which  latter  continued  to  extend  her  tacks  farther  than  she  ought ;  that  the  com- 
mander now  ordered  the  engines  to  be  forced,  and  all  sail  to  be  hoisted  ;  which  having 
Wn  done  the  brig  turned  on  the  land  tack,  and  continued  tacking  without  getting 
any  to  windward ;  that  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  two  masts  were  seen  on 
the  horizon,  but  that  they  could  not  distinguish  anything  definite  until  after  the  com- 
mander had  ordered  a  reconnaissance  to  bis  made,  which  was  accomplished  about  an 
hour  after ;  that  at  first  they  saw  a  blue  flag  on  tbe  foremast,  and  nearer,  it  was  seen 
to  be  a  monitor,  which  same  continued  her  course  toward  us  until  within  eight  or  nine 
cables'  length,  when  they  hoisted  the  national  flag  to  the  |>eak  and  clearea  the  decks 
for  action ;  that  at  this  time  the  monitor  hoisted  to  her  main  peak  the  Peruvian  flag, 
and  continued  on  her  course  until  within  cannon  shot.  I  noted  that  she  did  not  make 
any  headway  toward  us ;  that  at  this  time  the  brig  was  tacking  Inward  at  a  long  dis- 
tance from  the  coast.  \Vo  placed  ourselves  within  hailing  distance,  and  on  being  near 
a  boat  was  lowered  in  which  tliere  embarked  two  oflicers,  one  quartermaster,  and 
eighteen  sailors,  armed,  and  steered  for  the  brig ;  observed  at  that  time  the  monitor 
lowering  her  blue  flag  from  the  foretop,  and  three,  the  colors  of  which  could  not  be  dis- 
tin^iished,  hoisting  in  its  place  ;  the  American  hoisting  at  the  same  time  the  national 
ensign,  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  a  signal  of  recognition  or  salute ;  the  brig  not  awaiting 
the  l)oat  that  was  dispatched  to  her,  the  commander  ordered  it  to  come  to  on  his  port  side 
and  in  this  position  he  ordered  her,  through  the  English  pilot,  to  stop,  and  that  ner  sails 
!» taken  in,  for  if  not  he  would  oblige  her  to  do  so  by  force ;  but  not  acceding  to  this 
request  given  by  the  commander,  he  gave  orders  to  prepare  the  swivel  gun,  and  steer 
for  the  brig,  which,  seeing  this  movement,  took  in  sail  and  awaited  inspectiou,  this 
being  accomplished  by  the  boat  dispatched  arriving  alongside  the  brig  in  a  short  time, 
on  account  of  having  ^remained  some  distance  to  the  stem  ;  that  the  officer  inspecting 
the  vessel  indicated  to  the  commander  that  she  conducted  arms  and  materials  of  war, 
on  account  of  which  he  directed  said  officer  to  take  her  in  tow,  telling;  him  beforehand 
to  launch  the  boat  of  the  brig  in  order  to  conduct  ashore  the  English  pilots  of  both 
vessels,  which  was  done,  steering  immediately  afterward  in  direction  for  this  port  of 
Nuevitas  ;  and  that  the  monitor  at  that  time  made  in  toward  shore,  with  the  object  of 
making  harbor. 

Questioned.  What  distance  were  you  from  the  coast  when  intimation  was  made  to 
the  brig  to  surrender  t  He  said  that  he  calculated  they  were  about  six  and  a  half 
miles  from  the  coast ;  rather  more  than  less. 

Questioned.  Say  if  you  have  anything  to  add  or  take  oft'.  He  said  that  he  had  not ; 
that  this  declaration  having  been  read,  ratified  it  under  oath,  and  signed  it  together 
with  the  attorney  and  notary  public  present.    I  certify. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  HERRERO. 
ANTONIO  BUGALLO. 

Before  me, 

BENIGNO  ALDEZ. 

Declaration  of  the  engineer. 

On  the  aforesaid  day,  month,  and  year  appeared  before  the  government  attorney 
and  the  notary  public  undersigned  the  individual  mentioned  in  the  margin,  who  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  was  made  the  following  questions  : 

Questioned.  His  name,  employment,  and  birth.— Said :  Waa  named  Francisco  Arraot  y 
Caldoua,  chief  engineer  of  the  armada,  and  attached  to  the  schooner  Andaluza ;  of  the 
age  of  twenty-nine  years. 
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Questioned.  State  if,  in  the  seizure  made  of  the  brig  Mary  Lowell,  you  i-eceived  any 
order  to  force  the  engine;  and  if  so,  state  the  time  at  which  it  was  done.  He  said 
that  he  received  ordera  to  quicken  speed  iu  the  watch  from  2  to  4 ;  steaming  un- 
der this  order  about  a  half  an  hour  at  different  intervals  in  the  same  watch,  nntil 
the  seizure  of  the  brig,  w^hich  took  place  between  2^  and  4  o'clock,  (two  and  a  half  t4) 
four.) 

Questioned.  If  he  could  reckon  the  distance  of  the  brig  and  steamer  from  thr  shore 
at  the  time  of  meeting.— Said  :  That  more  or  less,  according  to  his  reckoning,  they  were 
at  a  distance  of  from  six  to  seven  miles ;  that  ho  could  not  st-ate  any  more  that  oc- 
curred on  account  of  his  being  at  his  post  from  the  time  that  orders  for  battle  wert* 
given ;  and  that  this  declaration  is  the  truth.  Sworn  to  and  signed,  together  with 
the  government  attorney  and  notary  public  present  certified  to. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  HERRERO. 
FRANCISCO  ARMOT  Y  CALDONA. 

Before  me, 

BENIGNO  ALDEZ. 

Deposition  of  the  ordinary  (K-amaii  Francisco  Palcn. 

On  the  aforesaid  day,  month,  and  year  personally  appeared  before  the  government 
attorney,  and  the  undersigned  notary  public  the  individual  referred  to  in  the  margin, 
who  being  duly  sworn,  said:  His  name  to  be  Francisco  Palen,  first-class  ordinary  sea- 
man, belonging  to  the  steamer  Andaluza ;  twenty-nine  years  of  age. 

Questioned.  State  what  happened  on  occasion  of  the  seizure  of  the  brig  Mary  Lowell. 
by  the  vessel  to  which  you  belong,  and  brought  to  this  port. — Said :  That  about  10 
oxlock  in  the  morning  of  the  15th  day  of  the  present  current  month  an  Englishman  came 
on  board,  apparently  a  pilot,  and  seeing  that  a  short  time  after  the  aforesaid  brig  com- 
menced to  get  under  way,  the  commander  of  the  schooner  Andalnza  gave  orders  to  get 
under  way,  which  was  done,  ordering  her  to  follow  in  the  wake  of  the  brig  which  wa?) 
about  two  miles  distant,  more  or  less,  and  noting  that  she  was  lengthening  her  dis- 
tances when  tacking  outwanlly,  the  commander  gave  orders  to  force  the  engine  ami 
give  all  the  sail,  which  was  done,  and  then  the  brig  about  ship  t-oward  land,  continninf; 
tacking  without  gaining  any  to  the  windwanl.  About  3  in  the  evening  sight^l  in 
the  horizon  two  masts  without  being  able  to  distinguish  the  object,  on  account  of 
which  the  commander  thought  fit  to  order  a  reconnaissance,  which  was  made  about  1 
o'clock,  it  resulting  to  be  a  monitor  flying  a  blue  flag  at  the  fore  topmast  head ;  that 
continuing  after  the  brig  that  being  situated  about  eight  or  nine  cables  length  from  it. 
when  the  national  flag  was  hoisted  to  the  peak ;  orders  were  given  to  clear  for  battle : 
also  the  monitor  hoist-ed  the  Peruvian  flag  of  war  to  the  peak,  and  followed  after  her 
until  within  about  cannon  range,  navigating  in  this  situation  nearly  to  her  side,  hut 
without  noting  any  movement  whatever  toward  the  schooner,  and  seeing  that  thehrig 
was  separating  a  great  distance  from  the  coast  on  the  inwanl  tack,  chase  was  given. 
and  wlien  near  her  a  boat  was  lowereil  with  two  officers,  one  quartermaster,  and 
eighteen  sailors,  armed,  who  steered  toward  the  brig;  observing  at  that  time  that 
the  monitor  had  lowered  the  blue  flag  from  the  foretopmast  heatl  and  hoisted  in  it.s 
place  three  flags,  whose  colors  could  not  be  distinguished ;  the  American  answering 
with  his,  the  national,  colors ;  and  the  commander,  being  advised  through  the  pilot, 
ordered  her  to  lay  to,  giving  onler  to  ]>repare  the  mainsail.  She  took  in  sail  and 
awaited  inspection,  which  was  made  by  the  oflicer  in  charge,  who  reported  the  cargo 
to  be  arms  and  materials  of  war.  The  commander  ordered  her  to  be  taken  iu  tow  and 
conducted  to  this  port,  which  was  done. 

Questioned.  If  he  could  reckon  the  distauci'  from  land  the  brig  was  when  she  wa'< 
intimated  to  surrender. — Said  :  That  ho  calculated  it  was  about  six  miles,  mon^  or  lesj*. 
from  the  coast ;  and  not  having  anything  more  to  add  or  take  off,  and  this  declaration 
having  been  read,  signed  it  together  with  the  attorney  of  the  government,  and  the  no- 
tary public  present.     I  certify. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  HERRERO. 
FRANCISCO  PALEN. 

Before  me, 

BENIGNO  ALDEZ. 

Declaration  of  the  ordinary  seaman  Cruz  del  Carmen  Leriz, 

On  this  same  day,  month,  and  year,  the  government  attorney  made  the  individual 
named  in  the  margin  ap^iear  before  himself  and  me,  the  undersigned  notary  public, 
who,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposed  that  his  name  is  Cruz  del  Carmen  Leriz,  second- 
class  ordinary  seaman  on  board  the  schooner  Andalnza ;  twenty-nine  years  of  age. 

Questioned.  State  what  occurred  on  the  occasion  of  the  seizure  of  the  American  brig 
Mary  Lowell  by  the  schooner  Audaluza,  which  brought  her  as  a  prize  into  this  port.— 
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Said:  That  on  the  15th  of  the  present  month,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  com- 
mander ordered  the  Aiidalnza  to  be  got  under  way,  in  onler  to  follow  the  brig,  that  wa^ 
about  two  miles  distant,  more  or  less,  and,  noticing  that  her  tacks  were  being  made 
longer,  the  commander  ordered  more  pressure  on  the  engine  and  all  sail  to  be  set, 
which,  when  seen  by  the  brig,  she  aboutship  toward  the  coast,  and  about  three  o'clock 
in  the  evening  two  masts  could  be  seen  in  the  distant  horizon,  but  the  object  could 
not  be  distinguished,  and  the  commander  ordered  a  reconnaisance,  which  showed  it  to 
be  a  monit<)r,  flying  the  Peruvian  war  flag,  to  which  the  schooner  came  within  nine  or 
ten  cables'  length  of,  having  made  ready  for  combat  beforehand,  but  the  monitor  not 
making  any  movement  whatever  on  the  schooner,  and  the  brig  distancing  a  great  deal 
team  shore  on  the  inner  tack,  the  commander  followed  closely,  and,  when  near,  lowered 
two  boats  with  two  officers  and  crew,  armed,  which  steered  for  the  brig,  at  tlie  same 
time  noticing  that  the  monitor  lowered  the  flag  before  mentioned,  ancl^  in  its  place, 
hoisted  three  others  to  foretopmast  head,  which  signal  the  American  answered  by  dis- 
playing his  national  colors. 

Questioned.  If  he  could  judge  how  far  the  brig  was'from  shore  when  intimated  to 
Horrender. — Answered :  That  according  to  his  judgment  she  was  about  six  miles,  more  or 
less,  firom  the  coast ;  that  he  has  no  more  to  say  ;  that  this  deposition  is  the  truth,  and 
attested  to  by  him,  but  he  does  not  sign  on  account  of  not  knowing  how,  therefore 
makes  the  sign  of  the  oross,  with  the  signature  of  the  attorney  of  government  and  the 
notary  public  present. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  HERRERO. 

+ 
Before  me, 

BENIGNO  ALDEZ. 

Deposition  of  Franciaco  Alvarez,  private  of  marine  infantry. 

On  this  day,  month,  and  year  pei*Monally  appeared  before  the  government  attorney 
and  the  undersigned,  notary  public,  the  individual  expressed  in  the  margin,  who,  un- 
der oath,  as  prescribed  by  law,  stated  his  name  to  be  as  already  expressed ;  that  he 
belongs  on  board  the  schooner  Andaluza ;  and  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

Questioned.  State  what  occurred  in  respect  to  the  seizure  of  American  brig  Mary 
Lowell  by  the  schooner  Andaluza,  on  which  you  were. — Said :  That  on  the  15th  day  of 
the  present  month,  between  9  and  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  an  Englishman  came  on 
t>oard,  who,  from  his  appearance,  was  a  pilot,  and  that  a  short  time  after  he  saw  the 
brig,  wliich  was  alongside,  commence  to  get  under  way,  on  account  of  which  the  com- 
mander ordered  our  vessel  to  get  under  way,  which  was  done  ;  that  directions  were 
given  t-o  follow  in  the  wake  of  the  brig,  which  was  already  about  two  miles  distant, 
more  or  less,  and  that,  according  to  what  was  told  the  witness,  the  brig  made  her  out- 
ward tacks  very  long,  for  which  reason  the  commander  ordered  the  engineer  X<i  force 
more  speed,  ancl  that  to  give  her  all  sail,  which  was  done,  and  that  then  the  brig  about- 
ship  and  tacked  toward  land,  without  making  any  headway ;  that  seeing  two  masts  in 
the  horizon,  though  hull  down,  the  witness  believed  it  to  be  the  Blasco  de  Garai,  that 
was  bringing  them  bread  and  water,  but  which  turned  ont  to  be  a  monitor,  with  a 
bine  flag  at  her  foretop  masthead ;  that  following  the  same  course,  they  became 
sitnat-ed  about  eight  or  nine  cables'  length  from  each  other  ;  that  the  national  colors 
were  hoisted,  and  the  vessel  cleared  for  action ;  also  that  the  monitor  hoisted  more 
flags,  the  vessel  following  her  course  until  within  cannon  range  of  one  another,  but 
that  the  monitor  made  no  movement  whatever  toward  her ;  that  ho  cannot  testify 
anything  more  than  what  ho  heard  said,  which  was,  that  the  brig  was  about  seven 
miles  from  land  when  seized.  That  the  foregoing  is  the  truth,  sworn  to  and  signed, 
together  with  ths  g3veniment  attorney  and  notary  public  present.    I  certifv. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  HERRERO. 
FRANCISCO  ALVAREZ. 

Before  mc, 

BENIGNO  ALDEZ. 

Copy  of  the  logtabU  of  the  8:thoonvr  Andaluzaj  on  iho  19th  day  of  March ^  1839,  in  Xnecitai. 

The  attornev  arranged  so  as  to  go  on  board  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  certified  copy 
of  the  log-booK  of  said  vessel,  and  there  appears  in  that,  marked  with  No.  2,  which  was 
handed  by  the  commander,  the  following : 

From  the  14th  to  the  15th  day : 

From  12  to  2  o'clock.  Commenced  the  day ;  anchored  off"  southeast  of  Ragged  Island ; 
fine  weather ;  wind  moderate  and  smooth  sea ;  fires  banked,  and  the  brig  anchored  off 
our  side  at  a  certain  distance. — Francisco  Lazaga. 

From  2  to  4  o'clock.    Nothing  new. — Fiol. 

From  4  to  8  o'clock.  It  grew  dark  early  in  the  day  ;  nothing  new  from  the  lookout ; 
the  brig  anchored  off  our  stern. — E.  Albacete. 
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From  8  to  12  o'clock.    Nothing  new. — Francisco  Lazaga. 

From  12  to  4  oV'lock.    Nothing  new. — Emilio  Fiol. 
*  From  4  to  8.     Day  dawned,  and  nothing  new  from  the  lookout ;    tbe  vessel  was 
cleaned  iis  customary. — E.  Albacete. 

From  8  to  12  o'clock.  At  half-piist  9  a  l)ont  from  shore  with  the  provisional  collector, 
Mr.  Wilson,  who  stated  he  was  going  to  change  or  vary  the  course  of  ihe  brig,  aud 
that  he  would  come  and  act  as  pilot  for  us,  for  the  baj''  to  the  northwest,'  as  such  wan 
the  case.  At  10  oVlock  the  brig  set  sail,  and  kept  close  on  the  wind  to  the  east,  tack- 
ing. We  stirred  up  the  fires,  and  at  twenty  minutes  past  10,  with  little  steam,  got 
under  way  making  little  headway,  following  the  brig.  That,  at  a  quart^^r  past  11, 
the  brig  aboutship,  with  head  oil' land,  and  we  continued  to  follow  her.  Althougli 
there  was  splendid  weather,  she  did  not  make  any  headway  on  the  last  tack.  Tliat 
we  took  up  our  position  in  order  to  await  under  little  steam  until  she  tacked  back 
from  outside. — Francisco  Lnzaga. 

From  Ihe  Ibth  to  the  l&h  of  March  j  1 869— ro»-ia//o«  X,  E.  4  . 
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From  12  to  2  o'clock.  We  commenced  this  day  laying  to  under  steaui,  about  live  miles 
from  Ragged  Island,  watching  the  movements  of  the  brig  Mary  Lowoll,  that  was  on 
the  tack  out  from  land,  bracing  up  to  the  wind  from  the  eastward ;  if esh,  and  sea  a 
little  rough.  At  1  o'clock  she  returned  from  her  outward  tack,  aud,  on  ueariug  us,  we 
steamed  ahead  at  half-speed  and  followed  her.  When  leaving  off'  the  watch  the  look- 
out from  the  topmast  sung  out  that  there  was  a  steamer  in  sight — the  vessel  that  was 
sighted  at  a  quarter  past  1  o'clock.— Fiol. 

From  2  to  4  o'clock.  At  half-pa«t  2  the  brig  changed  her  tack  to  outward,  we  placing 
our  course  in  the  same  direction,  but  with  very  little  steam.  At  3  o^clock  we  passed 
her  close  by,  outward  bound,  for  the  purpose  of  rcconnoiteriug  the  steamer  that  \ras 
sighted,  and  which  was  nearing  us.  At  twenty  minutes  ]>ast  3,  made  a  t<ack  inward: 
at  half-past  3  we  reconnoitered  the  steamer,  it  proving  to  be  n  st'Cam  monitor,  and 
cleared  away  ready  for  combat ;  at  the  same  time  we  neared  her  a  little  more  to  find 
out  her  nationality.  The  monitor  hoisted  a  Peruvian  Hag,  penaut,  and  a  blue  fia^at 
the  fore.  A  little  afterward  the  brig  hoisted  the  American  nag,  at  which  the  monitor 
hoisted  three  flags  at  the  fore,  the  upper  one  being  apparently  blue — remaining  in  tbin 
position  when  watch  went  oft'  duty. — E.  Albacete. 

From  4  to  8  o'clock.  At  half-past  4  we  saw  that  the  brig  Mary  Lowell,  on  her  inwanl 
tack,  went  ofF  a  great  deal  in  the  direction  of  the  monitor,  on  account  of  which  we  put 
on  steam  to  keep  her  near.  At  this  time  the  vessel  was  worked  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  Head  more  northwest  of  the  Great  Ragged  Island,  Island  No.  4  west,  and  a  point 
more  southeast  to  No.  40  east ;  that  left  us  situated  about  six  miles  from  shore.  Tbeu 
a  boat  was  lowered,  in  which  two  otittcers,  one  quartermaster,  aud  eighteen  men  em- 
barked ;  when,  being  at  the  leeward  side  of  the  brig,  intimation  was  given  for  her  to 
take  in  her  sails,  to  eff'ect  which  we  had  to  threaten  to  fire  into  her,  for  she  continued 
navigating.  A  little  afterward  the  boat  returned  from  the  brig  with  four  sailors,  two 
negroes,  and  one  Euglishman;  the  three  last  were  sent  on  shore  in  the  brig's  boat.  We 
took  her  in  tow  and  steered  our  course  southwest  one-quarter  degree,  giving  her  all  the 
sail.  Night  set  in  with  good  weather,  breeze  fresh,  and  sea  rough ;  steering  the  same 
course  as  beforesaid,  witnout  anything  new  from  the  lookout  to  report.  At  the  time 
of  taking  possession  of  the  brig*  the  monitor  was  rounding  the  point  of  reefs  that  Iwl 
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to  tlieport.    At  bttlf-paHt  7  steired  W.  S.  W.  5  S.;  wbeii  seizing  the  vessel  steered  the 
most  N.  W.  to  N.  5  E.,  and  the  most  S.  E.  to  N.  38  E. — Francisco  Lazaga. 

From  8  to  12  o'clock.  Set  the  gaft',  top,  and  foresails. — Fiol. 

From  12  to  4  o'clock.  At  1  shortened  down  steam  and  steered  W.SW.;  at  3^ 
o'clock  saw  the  reflection  of  the  Matenillos  light  to  the  E.,  at  a  long  distance ;  steered 
for  it,  leaving  it  ott*  the  port  qnarter. — Francisco  Lazaga. 

From  4  to  8  o'clock.  At  4^  we  sjiw  the  light  clearly  and  continued  making  for  it ; 
day  broke  with  good  weather,  sky  clear  and  the  horizon  withont  any  clouds ;  breeze 
fresh  and  sea  rough,  from  the  E.  At  fi  set  the  sciuaresail  to  keep  her  steady ;  from  this 
time  we  kept  luffing,  until  7,  when  wo  steered  for  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  furled  all 
ssiils,  and  at  7^  stopped  to  take  piU)t  on  board,  under  whoso  directions  we  steered 
Id  and  hoist  the  national  ensign. — Fiol. 

From  8  to  12  o'clock.  At  8^^  sighted  the  vessels  in  the  anchorage  raising  their  num- 
bers; at  8.43,  in  a  convenient  pbice,  we  took  in  the  towing-lines  and  anchore<l  the 
brig;  a  few  moments  after  we  stopp(>d  the  steamer  and  came  to  anchor  with  the  star- 
board anchor  in  fourteen  feet  of  water  and  one  shackle  of  chain.  The  steamers  Blasco, 
Ulloa,  and  schooner  Africa  are  in  ])ort.    Port  watches  established. — Fiol. 

This  is  a  true  copy  of  the  documents  that  appear  from  the  book  or  log-book  that 
was  banded  to  the  government  attorney  by  the  commander  of  the  schooner  Andaluza, 
which  being  practiced  and  maile  known,  and  for  the  truth  thereof  the  attorney  of 
govenimeiit  signed.     I  certify. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  HERRERO. 
BENIGNO  ALDEZ. 
U'rit, 

The  government  attoniey  ordereil  that  it  be  reconled,  the  having  named  interpreter, 
io  order  to  take  the  declarations  of  the  four  men  who  com]>osed  the  crew  of  the  brig 
5Iary  Lowell,  Mr.  Bernable  Sanchez  Aden,  and  the  men  having  shown  their  willing- 
ness if  their  declarations  were  received  in  English,  the  attorney  acceded,  and  in  con- 
formity signed  before  me,  in  Nuevitas,  the  19tn  day  of  March,  1869. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  HERRERO. 
BENIGNO  ALDEZ. 

[Here  follows  the  depositions  of  the  four  men.] 

In  Nuevitas,  the  19th  of  March,  1H69,  the  attorney  of  the  government  directed  a 
writ  to  be  made  certifying  that  the  depositions  made  by  tlie  four  of  the  crew  of  this 
vessel  have  been  translated  into  Spanish  by  the  interpreter  named  Bernabe  Sanchez 
Aden,  the  vice-consul  of  the  Unitcnl  States  at  this  point  having  assisted  at  the  act  of 
signing  the  same  by  the  parties  interested,  as  solicited  by  him  and  signed  by  the  at- 
tornev  and  the  undersigned  nptary  public,  who  certifies  to  same. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  HERRERO. 
BENIGNO  ALDEZ. 

Pedro  Diaz  Herrero,  captain  of  a  frigate  in  the  armada,  and  commander  of  marine 
in  the  province  of  Nuevitas,  and  government  attorney  of  this  district.  Having  taken 
every  step  to  inform  myself  of  the  circumstances  that  arose  from  the  seizure  of  the 
American  brig  Mary  Lowell  by  tlie  war  schooner  Andaluza,  on  tlie  15th  of  the  present 
month,  only  to  see  how  criminal  a  circumstance,  when  treating  upon  a  subject  so  im- 
portant as  the  present  one,  in  order  to  be  able  to  declare  it  a  good  or  bad  prize,  (slioiUd 
hear,)  when  hearing  the  authoritative  opinion  of  the  lawyers  who,  with  their  enlighten- 
ment, leaves  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  Judge  when  dictating  his  resolution  or  decree. 
The  absence  of  the  assessor  from  this  port,  he  being  at  Puerto  Principe,  with  which 
town  we  cannot  communicate ;  this  town  being  without  a  lawyer  and  not  possible 
then  to  hear  his  opinion,  on  account  of  which  I  think  it  my  duty,  in  conclusion,  not  to 
give  my  iudgment  nor  certify  to  the  declarations  that  may  have  been  made,  leaving  it 
to  the  talent  of  the  superior  tribunal  of  the  capital,  remitting  this  decree  to  the  bng- 
adier  general  commander  of  the  naval  station,  where  the  brig  and  four  of  the  crew 
will  be  taken  at  the  disposition  of  his  excellency,  wlio,  with  his  accustomed  talent, 
will  resolve  what  he  may  Judge  proper. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  HERRERO. 

XCEVITAH,  March  20,  1869. 

Inventor jf  of  articles  found  on  deck  and  in  the  cabin  of  the  brig  Mary  LotcelL 

A  hull  in  bad  condition,  rigged  as  a  brig ;  one  reflecting  instrument  in  its  box. 

Cabin. — Two  charts  of  the  coast  of  Cuba  and  Florida ;  two  compasses,  (nautical 
needles;)  one  cabin  clock;  two  flags,  one  American  and  the  other  blue  with  white 
stars;  one  wooden  table  with  oil-cloth  cover;  one  hanging  light;  eleven  tubes  for 
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same ;  oue  looking  glass,  -wooden  frame ;  one  small  sofa,  gutta  perclia  covering  in  bad 
condition  ;  three  stools  of  small  slats;  one  arm  chair  in  bad  condition  ;  one  mattn^fts 
stuffed  with  shavings;  several  articles  belonging  to  the  table  and  kitchen ;  two  signal 
lamps,  one  red  and  one  green. 

Deck. — One  iron  stove  with  a  wooden  cover  over  it ;  one  wooden  box  containing 
cart  wheels ;  one  wooden  box  containing  a  box  for  carrying  ammunition  ;  one  ketlgc 
anchor  with  iron  stock  ;  two  anchors  and  chains. 

Books  and  papkrs. — One  "  Reports  upon  the  Billauhurst  battery  rifle  ;  ^  one  small 
book  with  the  first  three  leaves  wanting,  in  which  are  found  joined  together  some 
manuscript  notes ;  one  book,  "  Wcstbantin  report ;  "  one  book  from  which  many  leaves 
are  torn ;  one  history,  **  Our  Scientific." 

Having  raised  off  the  main  hatchway,  that  was  unsealed  nor  under  look  and  key,  we 
saw  the  hold  full  of  boxes  of  which  only  one  was  opened,  that  resulted  to  contain  car- 
bines of  the  Remington  system,  some  looking  like  the  stocks  of  carriages,  probably 
belonging  to  cannons. 

On  board  the  brig  Mary  Lowell,  in  the  town  of  Nuevitas,  16th  of  March,  1869. 

JOSfi  DE  FRADA>IADHES. 

Before  me, 

JACOBO  ALEMAN. 

COMANDANCIA  I)K  MaKINA  DE  NUKVITAS.— (Official.) 

In  thirty-seven  full  pages,  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  yon  the  summary  ot 
particulars  relative  to  the  seizure  of  American  brig  Mary  Lowell  by  the  war  schooner 
Andaluza,  outside  of  the  jurisdiction  of  English  waters,  from  Great  Ragged  Island,  of 
sending  you  the  aforesaid  brig,  towed  by  the  steamer  Blasco  de  Garay,  and  the  four 
men,  crew  of  said  brig,  in  which  summary  the  consultation  with  the  lawyer  (judge) 
is  wanting,  who  is  not  at  present  in  this  town,  the  assessor  of  that  branch  who  Iive« 
in  Puerto  Principe,  with  which  we  have  no  communication,  and  there  not  being  any 
lawyer  hero  on  whom  I  could  confer  the  responsibility,  I  have  thought  it  convenient 
or  proper  for  that  reason,  in  view  of  the  absence  of  so  essential  a  requisite,  the  making; 
of  the  declaration,  leaving  it  to  the  superior  tribunal  of  that  capital  that  you  so  wor- 
thily pi-eside  over,  and  that  in  view  of  this  you  may  direct  a«  you  think  fit,  remitting 
at  the  same  time  the  inventory  papers  and  letters  that  are  separated  from  the  proceed- 
ings.   Mav  God  jireserve  vou  many  vears. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  DE  HERRERO. 

Nuevitas,  March  20, 1869. 

Brigadier  General  Commandku  of  thk  Naval  Station. 

Habana,  March  24,  l^^). 
Received  on  this  date,  place  it  on  tile  of  preference  l\)r  cousult4ition  of  the  auditor, 
accompanying  it  with  the  antecedents  that  operate  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  in  n*- 
gard  to  this  subject. 

To  gemral  in  command: 

I  have  seen  this  writ,  and  in  it  I  observe  that  the  commander  of  the  province  oi 
Nuevitas  has  not  decreed  on  the  declaraticm  (»f  a  good  prize  for  want  of  an  assessor 

that  would  give  notice  as  retiuired  by  article  13  of  the  rules  of ,  and  the  5th,  title 

6,  of  the  niles  of  registers,  because  that  officer  of  that  province  is  in  Puerto  Principe, 
and  that  there  are  no  lawyers  in  Nuevitas  that  can  replace  him.  At  tliis  slate  of 
affairs,  the  vessel  being  brought  to  this  port  by  the  war  steamer  Blasco  do  Garay,  I 
believe  that  we  ought  to  adopt  the  proceeding  set  forth  in  article  12  of  the  rules,  an<l 
therefore  to  submit  at  the  i)roper  day  the  decision  of  this  matter  to  the  economical 
junta  of  this  naval  station,  which  is  Jilready  established  by  the  roj-al  orders  of  Angnst 
24, 1831,  February  5,  and  April  24,  1866,  consequently  this  writ  should  pass  to  th*' 
office  of  chief  notary  of  the  naval  station,  in  order  that  account  may  be  given  of  it 
through  him,  and  you  can,  as  president  of  the  junta  and  chief  judge,  ^proceed  to  take 
steps  leading  to  strengthen  this  writ  by  proofs,  and  place  it  in  a  state  that  the  afore- 
said corporation  can  determine,  with  a  full  cognizance  of  the  question  if  the  brig  Mary 
Lowell  IS  a  good  or  bad  prize  ;  although,  before  passing  it,  it  would  l)e  very  pn>per 
that  you  should  onler  the  inventory  of  what  wjis  foiuid  on  deck  and  in  the  cjibiu  of 
the  vessel  by  the  one  who  seized  lier,  to  be  added  to  writ,  as  also  copies  of  the  fol- 
lowing particulars  :  Official  communication  of  the  25th  February  from  the  commander 
of  the  schooner  Guadiaua ;  of  the  two  in  number  of  March  last,  and  of  the  9th  and  11th 
of  the  same  from  the  commander  of  the  station  at  Nuevitas ;  of  the  receipt  from  the 
commander  of  the  Africa ;  also  communications  of  the  27th  and  30th  of  the  same  month 
from  his  excellency  the  governor  and  chief  of  state,  with  the  documeuis  received 
therewith.    In  the  meantime,  while  taking  these  copies  and  attached  to  the  writ,  it- 
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would  be  ])rop«r  to  discharge  the  brig  Mary  Lowell,  aud  make  an  inventory  of  its 
cargo,  commissioning  for  that  purpose  the  commander  of  the  arsenal,  assisted  by  an 
officer  of  the  executive  branch  or  (Wly)  of  the  armada,  which  should  be  denosited  in 
the  arsenal  store :  and  as  we  see  now  that,  by  communications  from  his  excellency  the 
governor  head  of  state,  the  English  consul  has  made  some  reclamations,  it  would  be 
advisable  to  notify  him,  appointing  a  day  and  hour  for  the  execution  of  said  work,  in 
case  he  might  wish  to  be  present.  This  is  my  opinion,  notwithstanding  which  you 
can  determine  whatever  may  be  deeme<l  the  most  advisable. 

RAFAEL  DE  AGUILAR. 

Havana,  Jpril  2, 1869. 
In  conformity  to  each  aud  every  part  of  the  foregoing  suggestion,  add  the  inventory 
to  the  writ,  and  issue,  through  the  iirst  assistant  secretary  of  commander  general  s 
office,  certificates  of  the  documents  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  suggestion,  attaching 
also  to  the  writ  the  same,  and  proceed  to  discharge  on  that  day  the  car^o  of  the  Mary 
Lowell,  depositing  it  in  the  store  of  the  arsenal,  taking  an  inventoi-y  ot  all,  which  an 
executive  officer  of  the  marine  service  will  make  up,  inviting  opportunely,  by  a  polite 
communication,  the  attendance  of  the  consul  general  of  her  Britannic  Miiuesty,  if  he 
desires  to  do  so ;  and  this  done,  transmit  the  writ  again  to  the  auditor,  through  the 
notary  in  chief  of  the  station,  for  furthiT  proceedings. 

JOSfi  MALCAAIPO. 

To  the  genei'€il  commanding  : 

Having  execnted  through  this  secretary's  office  the  part  that  corresponds  t<o  it  in  the 
former  decree,  for  which  are  remitted  copies  of  the  documents  mentioned  therein,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  all  to  you  for  their  remission  to  the  office  of  the  auditor. 

The  secretarv, 
ADOLFO  NOVAKRETE. 

Habaxa,  April  3,  1869. 
Transmit  all  to  the  auditor  through  the  notary's  office,  with  the  recommendation 
that  it  have  quick  disjiatch. 

MALCAMPO. 

Adolfo  Navarete  y  Ercudero.  captain  of  frigate  of  the  armmhi,  and  first  assistant  secre- 
tary, &c. ;  I  certify  that,  in  virtue  of  the  decree  noted  this  date,  fnim  the  brigadier 
general  C4>mmanding,  the  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  which  exists  in 
the  archives  under  my  charge : 

"GOLETA  Guadiana.— At  anchoring  the  15th  of  the  presinit  m<mth,  at  11  o'clock  at 
night  in  the  p^rt  of  Nuevitas,  I  gave  you  iiccouut  of  the  trip  and  the  canst*  of  it,  and  on 
the  following  morning  the  inspection  of  the  combustibh)  matter  and  its  embarkation 
was  proceeded  with,  in  order  to  return  t*»  the  port  of  niy  dc'stiny.  Being  entirely  ready 
on  the  17th  to  set  sail  on  the  following  morning,  I  receive<l  notice  from  the  command- 
ant of  marine  to  present  myself  to  the  brigadier  commandant  of  the  forces,  which  1  did, 
and  this  lii|;h  authority  nianifestt^d  to  me  the  necessity  he  had  of  the  vesst'l  under  my 
command,  m  order  to  transport  troops  to  Gunnaja,  in  conjunction  with  the  steamers 
Vnu  Jiian  de  Austria  and  the  Comercio,  from  Puerto  Princiiie.  I  informed  said  chief 
of  the  commission  I  was  charged  with,  but  consultiug  the  opinion  of  the  connnandant 
of  marine,  and  in  view  of  the  small  loss  it  would  occasion  my  trip  on  account  of  this 
service,  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  we  sailed  f(»r  (hianaja,  with  the  aforesaid  vessels 
loaded  with  troops,  and  launches  with  animals  and  war  material,  and  in  the  best  time 
possible  we  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  jiort-  at  half  iwist  1,  but  not  finding  the 
steam  launches  and  others  at  the  mouth  to  discharge  uh,  as  it  was  understood,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  wait  until  the  next  day  in  order  to  effect  this.  At  half  past  1  on 
that  day  we  had  disi^mbarked  more  than  half  of  the  troops  that  we  carried,  and  seeing 
that  it  would  take  two  hours  more  to  disembark  the  rest,  1  took  advantage  of  the 
Blaaco,  just  arrived  from  Nuevitsis  with  the  rest  of  the  tnKips,  and  through  the  conde- 
scensiou  of  her  commander,  the  assistance  of  her  two  small  boats  and  our  own,  we  went 
alongside  and  transboarded  the  troops ;  innnediately  after  sailed  for  the  port  of  my  des- 
tiny, in  which  I  anchonnl  on  the  20tli,  at  3  o'clr)ck  in  the  evening.  Afterward  a  boat 
with  an  officer  from  tlie  war  vessel  Realista,  arrived  with  the  compliments  of  the  com- 
mander. After  returning  which  I  went  on  shore,  and  having  had  interviews  with  the 
connnandant  and  other  persons,  all  of  whom  stated  to  me,  as  I  informed  you  in  my 
former  commnnication,  that  the  brig  had  ai-rived,  which  I  said  should  come  with  arms, 
and  which  I  knew  were  in  deposit,  for  which  reason  the  governor  gave  orders  to  notify  him 
when  they  wished  to  embark  a  part  or  the  whole  of  them,  to  the  collector  of  customs ;  and 
also,  I  have  understood  that  the  person  I  spoke  to  you  of  in  my  former  communication, 
known  hy  name  of  General  Habilton,  is  again  back  on  the  island.  On  the  following 
morning  when  going  to  see  the  govenior,  together  with  the  consul,  on  joining  the  last 
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uamed  he  showed  me  a  letter  he  hud  received  through  said  goveruor,  of  the  following 
tenor : 

"  '  Nassau,  Febmary  21, 1869. 

"  *  I  have  the  honor  to  mforni  3'ou  that  I  have  heard  from  reliable  aources,  that  an 
American  brig  and  a  steamer  were  anchored  in  Rum  Key  on  Monday,  the  15th  of  the 
present  month,  llie  brig  was  in  that  port  two  weeks  before  the  steamer.  A  grfat 
number  of  Cubans  on  board  the  steamer.  The  collector  having  refused  to  permit  the 
transshipment  from  one  vessel  to  the  other  the  articles  from  the  brig  in  that  port,  the 
brig  set  sail  on  the  same  day,  15th,  at  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  the  st-eamcr  at  mid- 
night, rumor  says  for  Ragged  Island,  but  it  is  believed  that  they  have  gone  to  the 
northern  part  of  Lou^  Island,  because  they  took  a  pilot  uamed  Thoma«  Adderlein,  of 
Long  Island,  on  boara.  It  is  believed  that  the  st.eamer  is  going  to  arm  for  the  iDsur- 
gents  in  the  island  of  Cuba.  The  schooner  Amelia  Ann  also  is  said  to  bo  aground  off 
§an  Salvador. 

"  *  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  '  J.  A.  MACGREGOR, 

*'  *  CuHiom-hoHfie  Officer. 

"  *  His  Excellency  the  Goveunor.' 

"  Having  imderstood  well  the  contents  of  said  letter  I  saw  the  governor,  wlu)  informed 
me  of  his  having  received  another  letter,  later  date,  w^hich  I  will  insert  hereafter;  and 
that  he  had  a  conference  with  commander  of  the  English  man-of-war,  who  stated  that 
in  view  of  the  date  of  the  news  received  by  last  letter,  it  would  be  useless  to  go,  for 
although  the  collector  of  Rum  Key  had  refused  a  permit  for  transshipment  from  one 
vessel  to  the  other ;  they  had  sufficient  time  to  do  that  at  sea,  and  the  steamer  to  con- 
tinue her  trips.    The  other  letter  refeirod  to  is  as  follows : 

" '  Nassau,  Februat-y  22, 1869. 
^^*Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  schooner  Erin  has  arrived  from 
Ragged  Island ;  the  captain  says  that  on  Wednesday  last  he  saw  a  steamer  anchored 
in  Sfiire  Key,  about  twelve  miles  from  Ragged  Island,  and  that  it  sailed  from  that  key 
on  Thursday  in  direction  of  Ragged  Island — ^there  not  being  a  doubt  that  it  is  the  same 
steamer  I  informed  you  of  yesterday.  There  is  also  a  rumor  prevailiug  in  this  town  in 
connection  with  the  Spanish  war  vessel  Gnadiana,  which  is  that  the  crew  of  the  Eng- 
lish schooner  Galvanic,  captured  oif  Lobos  Key,  were  shot  by  the  Spaniards ;  this  rumor 
is  confirmed  by  the  captain  of  the  Carleton,  who  reports  hearing  it  in  Carbanen. 
"  *  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

*''J.  A.  MACGREGOR, 

"  *  Cttstom-honse  Officer, 
'*  *  His  Excellency  the  Governor.' 

'^  Notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  the  commander  of  the  English  vessel,  without  recog- 
nizing the  tmth  of  what  might  have  transpired  in  the  past  days,  and  that  the  streamer 
had  time  to  get  everything  ready,  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  for  me  to  act  according  to 
your  instructions  and  remain  in  port,  for  some  unforeseen  circumstance  might  detain 
her  there.  I  might  meet  her  and  keep  a  watch  over  her,  and  if  not,  I  could  return  to 
Nuevitas,  where  I  might  inform  you,  and  at  the  same  time  the  commandant  of  the 
naval  forces  stationed  there,  where  I  am  certain  nothing  of  this  kind  waa  known  at 
the  time  of  my  sailing,  and  to  remain  in  Nassau,  it  would  not  have  been  possible, 
except  by  a  great  deal  of  delay,  to  communicate  to  yon  this  interesting  news  for  want 
of  means  of  communication.  In  consequence  of  this,  at  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  on 
the  23d  instant,  I  set  sail,  outward  bound,  and  in  a  few  hours  the  starboard  boilers  were 
damaged,  which  consisted  of  an  opening  in  the  sluice  of  the  smoke  stack,  thereby 
caosing  quickly  a  less  pressure,  only  being  able  to  make  foiir  or  ^ve  miles,  notwith- 
standing the  favorable  circumstances  under  which  we  navigated ;  and  hoping  that  by 
anchoring  on  the  bank,  we  might  be  able  to  repair  the  damage,  we  did  so,  and  at  10 
o'clock  all  was  apparently  in  good  order  again,  in  virtue  of  which,  at  4  in  the  morn- 
ing we  got  under  way ;  but  shortly,  the  steam,  which  was  up  to  thirteien  inches  pres- 
sure, commenced  escaping  again ;  under  such  circum8t«nces,  the  vessel  not  being  in  a 
fit  state  to  give  chase,  and  exposed  to  inaction,  because  with  one  boiler  and  a  fresh 
breeze,  we  could  only  go  from  one  to  two  miles,  I  resolved. to  take  advantage  of  the 
good  weather  and  proceed  to  Nuevitas,  in  order  to  repair  the  damage,  whicli,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  engineer,  would  take  from  three  to  four  days,  in  case  it  could  be  done 
with  wooden  wedges,  although  no  confidence  could  be  placed  in  any  of  them.  I  trans- 
mit to  your  excellency  the  notes  handed  me  by  the  engineer  relating  to  this  accident 
On  being  off  Lobos  Ke^  light,  so  far,  at  10  o'clock  at  night,  made  course  for  Matemillos, 
and  the  oreeze  freshening  up  from  northeast,  gave  her  all  sail ;  in  a  short  time  sighted 
abeam  a  frigate,  apparently  a  Spanish  man-of-war,  losing  sight  of  her  ahead  alK>ut  1 
o'clock.    At  half  past  6  in  the  morning  sighted  a  vessel  aground  northwest  of  the 
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light,  which  the  pilot  informed  lue  shortly  after  was  an  American,  and  I  continned 
nmning  into  this  [tort  in  which  I  anchored  on  this  date  at  10  o^clock  in  the  morninj^. 
Accompanying  this  are  copieA  of  the  aforesaid  letters  to  the  commander  of  the  naval 
forc<M  at  this  point ;  all  or  which  I  commnnicate  your  excellency  for  your  information, 
in  accordance  with  my  duty,  stating  in  conformity  that  I  will  start  from  this,  for  the 
portof  destination,  as  stxni  as  the  aforesaid  damage  is  repaired.  May  God  preserve 
you  maiiv  years. 

"  DOMINGO  1)E  CASTRO,  Commander, 
"Port  op  NrKvriAH,  February  25,  l^WK 

'*  Hab.vna,  April  2,  1869. 

" ADOLPHO  NOVARRETE. 
'*  Approved: 

"JOSC  MALCAMPO." 

I  certify,  that  in  virtue  of  the  decree  of  this  date  from  the  brigadier  general  com- 
inaiiding :  that  the  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  as  existing  in  the  archives 
of  the  secretary's  office  under  my  charge. 

'•Schooner  Africa. — At  half-past  4  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  of  the  current 
month,  having  replenished  with  coal,  food,  and  water,  I  started  from  the  port  of  Nuc- 
vitas  for  that  of  Nine,  with  the  object  of  executing  onler  from  your  exctdleucy  through 
the  commander  of  the  schooner  Andaluza,  and  embark  the  wife  of  the  army  commander 
Martinez  in  onler  to  conduct  her  to  the  ports  of  Gibara  or  Nuevitas,  as  she  might  de- 
termine.    At  2  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  19th  I  communicated  with  the  captain  of 
the  steamer  Guant<ainano  and  tirst  officer  of  the  schooner  Maist ;  the  former  from  Cuba 
with  artillery  for  Colonel  Camara's  column,  the  second  from  Cuba  with  communica- 
tions for  the  same  chief  of  detachment  garrisoning  Sagua  de  Tanamo,  who  informed 
me  that  the  aforesaid  latly  had  dimnnbarkcd  in  Santiago  de  Cuba  without  accident,  as 
also  her  three  children.     I  steered  for  the  Bahama  Hank,  in  the  soundings  of  which  I 
arrived  at  half-past  8  on  the  morning  of  the  20th ;  headed  for  Ragged  Island  until  10 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  near  land  making  out  the  coast  I  steered  for  Gibara,  con- 
vinced that  the  Peruvian  monitor  which  the  Andaluza  had  seen  in  those  waters  could 
not  be  found  about  there.     Being  interested  greatly,  however,  to  lind  out  the  doings 
of  that  vessel,  which  navigated  without  a  convoy,  although  informed  that  she  wa« 
accompanied  with  two  others  of  her  class,  in  direction  of  St.  Thomas,  I  disembarked 
in  that  port,  and  with  such  a  favorable  oportunity  that  I  soon  learned  from  a  carpen- 
ter on  shore,  citizen  of  Ferrol,  Jos^  Mallo,  arrived  that  day  from  Bauas  and  Porto 
Anraigo,  that  the  Peruvian  monitor  had  remained  in  the  latter  place,  %]ie  two  first 
without  communicating,  and  the  other  in  communication  with  some  of  the  insurgents 
in  those  quarters ;  that  they  offered  gratis  the  yuca  bread,  sugar  cakes,  food,  and  salt 
beef  for  not  accepting  fish  offered  them.     The  arrival  of  this  vessel  was  for  the  pur- 
liose  of  procuring  fire-wood  for  the  engine,  having  lost,  in  bad  weather  from  the  north- 
east, on  account  of  her  bad  condition,  the  steamer  carrying  her  deposit  of  coal,  weather 
ex|)ericnced  duriug  those  days  on  that  coast.     In  this  misfortune  six  men  were  lost, 
which  was  caused  by  the  coming  into  collision  when  transhipping  or  attempting  to 
transship  her  crew ;  that  she  8teere<l  for  San  Domingo,  where  her  companion  of  the  trip 
awaited  her,  which  apiteared  true,  for  she  steered  out  eastward ;  but,  without  doubt, 
Hhe  afterward  returned  to  the  Bahamas,  it  not  being  possible  to  gain  any  to  the  wind- 
ward with  such  poor  fuel,  which  accounts  for  her  navigating  so  slowly,  not  only  when 
the  Andalnza  saw  her,  but  also  for  the  N.  NE.  course  when  crossing  the  bank  in  the 
meridian  of  Gibara.    From  Ragged  Island,  with  some  coal  pro|)ortioned  her  in  Nassau, 
Hhe  might  arrive  at  Ynagua  on  her  line  of  route  to  St.  Thomas,  and  await  there  the 
return  of  the  steamer  that  accompanie<l  the  other  to  San  Domingo.    The  individual 
that  gave  me  these  details  is  a  relation  of  the  retired  pilot  Granadas,  who  fishes  at 
Bana,  and  to  whose  confidential  information  from  the  beginning  of  the  insurrection  is 
duo  at  this  time  the  important  seizure  of  the  Mary  Lowell.    From  him  1  knew  two 
months  ago  that  attempts  were  made  to  introduce  arms  from  Cayo  Sol  by  the  river 
Mayari,  and  that  the  so-called  General  Cespedes  undertook  to  construct  a  lighter  in  said 
river  for  the  ]>urpose  of  sending  to  the  Bafmmas  a  person  authorized  to  puSi  ahead  the 
f<»rwarding  of  the  prvmiised  armament,  since  which  time  I  endeavored  to  watch  with 
the  greatest  care  that  patt  of  the  bank  which  comprises  those  keys,  and,  in  fine,  from 
news  sent  me  by  the  governor  of  the  province,  advising  the  arrival  of  suspicious  ves- 
sels, I  did  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  determining  the  necessity  of  making  a  scrupulous 
reconnaissance  of  Sun  Key.    This  I  ]>roposed  to  the  chief  of  naval  station  at  Nuevitas, 
who  navigated  near  the  bank,  and  was  accepted  by  him,  and  executed  on  the  morning 
of  28th  ultimo,  hi  a  boat  of  this  sch<Mmer,  with  such  a  fine  result.    At  sunrise  of  the 
Hame  day  we  came  along$>ide  of  the  brig  Mary  Lowell,  of  New  York,  whoso  complement, 
surprised  at  the  nnexjiected  sight  of  a  Spanish  man-of-war's  boat  at  that  harbor,  all 
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came  ou  deck,  \vitll  undoubtedly  not  very  pacific  intentioos,  and  with  tlie  character- 
istic look  of  the  sons  of  Cuba  who  were  on  board  there,  convince<l  me  of  the  important 
discovery  that  we  had  made.  I  then  hurried  ou  shore  to  learn  the  news  necessary  for 
the  final  good  result  of  my  expedition  from  the  English  authorities.  Of  the  whole  of 
the  conversation  I  had  with  the  collector  I  gave  account  of,  on  my  return,  to  the  chief 
of  the  station,  and,  as  I  suppose  he  has  transmitted  it  to  you,  I  will  add  nothing  more. 
But  I  will  not  conclude  these  details  without  informing  you  of  the  bad  faith  with 
which,  in  my  belief,  they  appeared  to  act,  and  such  suspicious  conduct,  that  I  thought 
proper  to  translate  from  the  English  the  correspondence  between  the  Governor  Gen- 
eral of  the  Bahamas  and  myselif  giving  account  to  the  Spanish  consul  in  Nassau  of 
the  occurrence  at  Rum  Key,  reminding  him  not  to  follow  the  example  of  his  chief  in 
his  connections  wuth  the  agents  of  a  friendly  nation  ;  that  they  might  prefer  against 
him  later  on  very  serious  charges,  and  even  to  suspect  the  conduct  that  he  mignt  ob- 
serve with  people  without  a  flag,  who  would  take  advantage  of  the  good  situation  of 
the  island  for  the  execution  of  their  criminal  designs  upon  our  interests  in  Cuba.  For 
these,  and  other  reasons,  his  conscience  not  very  tranquil,  and  the  fear  of  losing  his 
position  if  the  facts  should  be  ma^le  known,  obliged  him  to  be  more  frank  and  loyal  in 
his  conduct,  and  I  gained  sufficient  from  the  investigation  to  carry  out  the  ends  that  I 
had  pn)i>osed.  The  loss  of  the  steamer  that  accompanied  the  Peruvian  steamer  must 
have  taken  place  on  the  night  of  the  10th  instant,  on  which  the  wind  blew  hanl  fniiu 
the  east,  and  the  sea  very  high  from  the  uorthejist.  I  cn>s8ed  with  three  reefs  in  the 
gaff-sail  and  jibs  to  the  other  side,  that  sejiarates  this  island  from  Ragged  Island,  in 
order  to  communicate  with  the  Andalusia,  that  being  a  vessel  of  light  drausht|  bad 
arrived  at  Nuovitas  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  watch  over  the  Mary  Lowell;  and  I 
further  say  that  it  must  have  occurred  on  that  of  the  10th  instant — I  mean  the  ship- 
wreck— because  the  monitor  remained  in  Naraiijo  about  the  same  length  of  time  that 
it  took  me  to  execute  that  operation,  and  replace  in  Nuevitas  all  that  was  necessary  to 
return  on  the  cruise,  although,  as  I  have  informed  you  in  my  former  communications, 
the  boilers  of  this  vessel  are  in  a  very  bad  state.  I  have  l>een  able  to  sustain,  however, 
the  cruise  without  any  occurrence  of  any  consideration,  notwithstanding  the  hard 
blows  and  heavy  seas  from  north-northeast  and  east,  which,  during  this  and  the  last 
month,  we  have' had  ;  and  as  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June,  which  we  are  about 
to  ent<er  into,  are  months  of  calm  and  variable  winds,  I  believe  that  navigating  with 
some  precaution,  and  with  resources  in  Nuevitas  for  patching  if  necessary,  I  can  con- 
clude the  cruise  designated  to  me,  and  help  in  that  manner  to  make  the  boilers  useful, 
for  to  go  to  the  arsenal  new  ones  would  have  to  be  made,  or  else  the  same  syst-em  of 
patching  would  be  recurred  to,  as  done  here,  but  without  leaving  the  cruise  or  stop- 
]>ing  in  the  lending  of  such  useful  services,  so  necessary  on  account  of  the  troubled 
circumstances  of  tue  island.  I  write  this  communication  crossing  from  the  coast  of 
Nipe  to  Gibara,  where  1  will  touch  in  order  to  leave  the  official  correspondence  for  the 
Moctesnma,  which  will  be  to-morrow.  The  weat-her  commences  to  be  mild,  and  I  make 
use  nearly  altogether  of  the  sails,  consuming  little  coal,  and  consequently  work  the 
engine  very  little.  In  recounoit^ring  some  port«,  such  as  Bonai,  Banes,  Tnnuri,  in 
which  boats  were  used  to  protect  the  embarkation  of  some  unfortunate  families  of  the 
peninsula,  some  shots  were  changed  with  the  insurgents,  but  being  the  greater  part  of 
them  raw  recruits,  without  knowing  how  to  manage  arms,  we  have  luckily  had  no 
misfortune  on  board  until  now  to  regret.    Gml  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

''AtSea,  3farc/*23, 1869. 

"  RITFINO  O.  OLIVAREtJ. 

"The  CoMMANDtNG  Gknekal  of  Makine 

**  Of  the  Naral  Station  in  Havana. 

*'  Hav.vna,  Ajml  2.  1869. 

"ADOLFO  NOVARRETE. 

"  Approved : 

'MOSfi  MALCAMPO." 

Adoli)ho  Novarrete  y  Escudero,  captain  of  frigate  of  the  Armada,  and  first  assistant 
secretary  of  the  commanding  general's  office  of  this  naval  station. 

I  certify,  that  in  virtue  of  the  decree  of  this  date  from  the  brigadier  general  com- 
manding, that  the  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  as  existing  in  the  archive?* 
of  the  secretary's  office  under  my  charge. 

'•  Steamek  of  War  Blasco  de  Garav, 

"  Naval  Station,  Nitevita.^. 

"  As  a  continuation  of  my  communication  to  you  on  the  25th  ultimo,  I  started  from 

this  port  on  the  evening  of  the  26th,  and,  after  clearing  everything  well,  I  shaped  coursi 

toward  the  key  of  San  Domingo,  for  the  x>nri)ose  of  steering  from  there  for  the  Bahama 

Bank,  on  account  of  information  given  me  by  the  commander  of  the  schooner  Gnadiana, 
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that  there  were  about  those  waters  a  steamer  aud  a  brig  suspicious  looking.  At  9  on  the 
moniing  of  the  27th  we  were  abeam  of  said  key,  from  which  point  we  changed  course  to 
north-northwest  for  the  bank ;  at  midday  sighted,  on  tlie  i>ort  beam,  a  steamer  coming 
frooi  the  eastward,  for  which  I  steered  to  make  her  out;  and  at  half-past  one  of  the 
name  evening  it  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Africa ;  at  one  and  three-tiuarters,  when 
near  her,  the  commander  came  on  board,  with  whom  I  agreed  that  he  should  follow 
uie  tb  the  bank,  on  which,  at  five  in  the  evening,  I  stox>ped  the  engine  and  came  to 
'anchor  with  starboard  anchor  in  six  fathoms  of  water  and  twenty-five  shackles  of 
chain,  leaving  the  southeast  i>oint  of  Ragged  Island  to  the  uoi*th  25^  E.,  at  seven  miles 
(ilstant,  and  then  banked  the  fires.  Oil' said  southeast  point  we  sighted,  from  aloft,  a  ves- 
sel anchored,  which  was  apparently  a  brig.  The  schooner  Africa  came  to  anchor  near 
us,  after  which  her  commander  came  on  board,  and  we  agreed  that  he  should  go  to  the 
town  of  Ragged  Island  in  a  boat  for  the  puri>f>se  of  obtaining,  with  the  greatest  secresy, 
as  much  iutbrmation  of  said  vessels  as  would  be  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  carry  out 
the  plans  proposed.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  chief  engineer  reported  that, 
whilst  cleaning  the  engine,  he  discovered  on  the  upper  part  of  the  beam  a  crack  seven 
inches  long,  depth  unknown,  and  that  it  was  a  damage  of  some  importance.  At  4 
o'clock  of  the  same  evening  and  day  the  commander  of  the  schooner  Africa  returned, 
rp})orting  to  me  as  I  have  stated  to  you  in  separate  communications.  In  the  data 
obtained  in  reference  to  the  aforesaid  Vessels,  the  steamer  is  reported  as  the  Henry 
Burden,  and  very  fast  steamer;  therefore,  under  the  circumstances  which  surround 
118  at  present  in  consequence  of  xthe  damage  being  so  great  as  before  said,  it  would  be 
imi)ossible  to  give  chase  for  the  time  being;  on  the  other  hand,  the  distance  at  which 
I  was  anchored  from  the  brig  Mary  Lowell,  on  account  of  the  draught  of  this  vessel, 
made  my  vigilance  almost  useless,  aud,  therefore,  I  determined  to  come  to  this  i>ort,  as 
much  for  the  pnr|)ose  of  reporting  the  damage  I  had  sustained,  which  was,  aud  is, 
very  mortifying  to  me,  as  to  enable  me  to  give  orders  to  the  schooner  Andaluza  to 
procceed  to  the  anchorage  of  Ragged  Island;  which  vessel,  uniting  the  qualities  of 
light  draught  and  sufficient  speed,  I  believed  to  be  the  most  suitable  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  object  I  proposed,  and  which  it  was  impossible  to  achieve  in  this  one  or 
in  the  schooner  Africa.  Therefore,  at  9  o'clock  at  night  I  ordered  the  tires  to  be 
increased,  and  soon  being  ready,  started,  i)roceeding  with  ever>-  precaution  required 
hv  the  bad  condition  of  the  machinery,  shaping  my  course  to  this  port,  where  I  have 
just  anchored  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  I  inimediately  signaled  for  the  first  en- 
gineers of  the  vessels  anchored  here,  in  order  that  they  might  make  an  examination 
of  the  shaft,  transmitting  to  your  honor,  under  separate  official  inclosure,  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  same.  The  weather,  since  my  departure  from  this  port,  has  been  as 
follows:  26th  and  27th,  calm,  with  a  smooth  sea;  on  the  28th  a  rain  squall,  and  the 
wind  set  in  fresh  from  the  northwest  with  some  sea,  and  continued  so  until  my  arrival. 
Of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  honor,  hoping  to  merit  your  approbation. 
May  God  preserve  vour  honor  many  vears. 

"Maiich  1,  1869.' 

"ADOLFO  ROBION. 

"The  Commandant  General  of  the  Station,^ 

[Official.] 

Steamer  of  War  Blasco  de  Garay, 

Naval  Station  of  Nitevita*. 
I  say  to  the  commandant  of  the  schooner  Andaluza,  on  this  date,  that  which  I  copy: 
According  to  confidential  information  received,  on  yesterday  afternoon,  at  Ragged 
Island,  on  the  18th  of  last  month,  at  9  o'clock  at  night,  the  American  steamer  Henry 
Burden  came  to  anchor  in  the  bay  northwest  of  the  said  key,  where  the  schooner 
Mary  Lowell,  belonging  to  the  same  nation,  had  already  arrived  two  days  before;  on 
the  24th  the  steamer  sailed  in  the  direction  of  Nassau,  with  the  object  of  having  her 
Mt^ani-cbest  repaired  and  to  take  in  coal ;  she  was  manned  by  Americans,  and  had  on 
hoard  from  forty  to  fifty  Cuban  pjissengers.  The  description  of  the  steamer  is  as  fol- 
lows: Wooden  hull,  140  feet  long,  and  draws  six  feet  of  water;  has  a  walking-beam, 
Hmoke-stack  forward  of  the  same;  has  no  other  ringing  except  two  fiag-stafis;  appears 
to  he  qnite  new  and  fast;  has  no  cabin  on  deck,  but  has  a  wooden  awning  supported 
hy  small  pillars.  She  cannot  take  coal  at  Rum  Key  because  there  is  no  deposit  there. 
The  brig  remained  at  anchor  for  eleven  days  in  the  bay  on  the  northwest,  changing 
her  anchonige  to  the  southeast  point  two  days  after  the  departure  of  the  steamer, 
whf^re  she  remained  yesterday  evening.  The  collector  of  the  English  government 
j^ealwl  tlu*  hatches,  aud  they  remained  thus,  as  I  am  told,  without  any  transshipment 
being  jiennittc^d ;  the  manifested  cargo  is  said  to  be  general  merchandise  from  New 
lork,  and  on  account  of  her  hull  being  in  bad  condition  and  because  her  crew  infused 
to  cr.ntinue  the  voyage  to  Vera  Cruz,  for  which  port  she  had  been  dispatch«»d.* 

*T  J  re  a  >iH?ar8  to  be  a  I  error  here  in  the  copy,    I  preuimcitshouUl  read  thim:    *    *    *-    dispatched, 
and,  tleref  jre,  compello  1  to  remain  wiiere  8ho*ip.— Tkaxs. 
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You  will,  tlierefon*,  go  to  sea  to-moiTow  aiul  proi-eed  to  the  said  key,  Raggetl  Islauil, 
ill  order  to  watch  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell  at  anchor  there.  In  case  you  do  not 
find  her,  you  will  ascertain  the  day  and  liour  on  which  she  sailetl,  and,  if  iwssible,  ihe 
point  of  her  destination ;  whether  or  not  she  communicated  with  the  steamer  Henry 
Burden,  of  the  same  nation,  leaving  it  to  your  gcMKl  judgment,  in  view  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  ser\dce  which  would  he  rendered  l)y  the  capture  of  the  said  vessel,  to  tako 
whatever  action,  which  cannot  now  be  possibly  foreseen,  which  may  offer  a  jxissibility 
of  accomplishing  the  same.  If,  during  your  stay  at  the  aforesaid  key,  the  said  brij; 
should  go  to  sea,  you  will  give  chase,  examining  her  and  capturing  her  outside  of  En- 
glish waters  if  she  should  excite  suspicion,  and  you  will  bring  her  to  this  port ;  doiii^ 
the  same  with  the  steamer,  or  with  lK)th,  under  similar  circumstances.  As  it  is  highly 
probable  that,  during  your  stay  at  Ragged  Island,  the  schooner  Africa  may  enter  th»is<» 
waters,  you  will  strive  to  put  yourself  in  communication  with  her  conmiandant,  in 
onler  that  I  may  learn  by  him  the  state  rir  the  result  of  your  commission,  and  that  1 
may  send  you,  in  case  it  may  be  requisite,  the  aid  that,  in  the  opinion  of  Iwth,  may  Im?  iu^ 
cessary.  If  you  do  not  find  either  of  the  vessels  you  will  proceed  to  your  cniisini: 
ground,  redoubling  your  vigilance  when  there,  giving  me  an  account  of  the  results  of 
your  commission  in  the  way  you  may  deem  easiest  amt  most  speedy,  without  leaving, 
on  any  pretext,  the  cruising  ground  which  has  been  assigned  you,  which  I  communicate^ 
to  you  for  your  information,  and  that  you  may  comply  with  the  same  ;  and,  considerinj; 
this  service  more  important  than  that  of  cruising,  I  ordere*!  that  the  said  schooner 
should  sail  for  the  said  point,  which  will  be  done  to-morrow  ;  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  communicate  to  your  honor  for  your  information,  hoping  it  may  merit  your  approl)a- 
tion.    May  God  preserve  your  honor  many  years. 

NUEVITAS,  March  1,  1869. 

ADOLFO  ROBION. 

Tlie  CoMM.VND.iNT  Gexekal  of  Marine  of  ike  Naval  StaUon. 

Wak  Steamek  13J.ASCO  i)E  Garay, 

Naval  Staton  of  Nuevitas. 

The  commandant  of  the  schooner  Audaluza,  in  an  rifticial  communicatiou  dat«<l  tlie 
3d  instant,  and  received  to-day  by  steamer  Barcelona,  says  to  me  that  which  I  copy : 
In  compliance  with  what  you  were  pleased  to  direct  in  your  official  communication  ot 
the  1st  instant,  I  left  that  port  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  2d  and  shape<l  my 
course  for  Ragge<l  Island;  at  12  u'clock  at  night  I  wjis  on  soundings,  and  at  hali-pa»t  1 
o'clock  I  anchored  alongside  the  brig  Mary  Lowell,  which  I  am  to  watch.  This  moroinf;, 
with  the  object  of  obtaining  information,  I  communicated  with  the  collector,  who  seems 
to  be  the  principal  authority  of  this  island.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this 
gentleman  shows  himself  hostile  in  this  matter,  or,  at  least,  alarmingly  suspicious,  m  he 
told  me  that  he  was  going  to  write  to  Nassau  that  I  was  blockading  this  port,  and 
having  shown  him  there  was  no  such  thing,  he  answered  that  he  would  anchor  tlie  hriji 
where  I  could  not  follow  her.  Be  it  as  it  iuay,  I  am  resolveil  to  carry  out  the  coiunii"- 
siou  within  international  law,  with  all  the  ardor  and  efticacy  I  X)08se8H.  The  only  thiuj; 
to  be  feared  is  that  the  steamer  that  is  to  take  the  arms  may  outsail  me,  or  go  thron^'h 
places  where  it  will  be  imx>ossible  for  me  to  follow,  as  you  know  she  only  draws  six  fe*** 
of  water;  nevertheless,  I  will  make  an  effort  to  capture  her.  As  for  the  brig,  I  have  no 
<loubt  of  i>eing  able  to  take  her,  if,  which  I  do  not  expect,  she  should  venture  to  leav«' 
the  waters  subject  to  English  jurisdiction.  As  it  is  liighly  i»robable  that  I  may  have  u 
sail  tlirough  this  chain  (Cordillera)  of  islands,  and  possibly  have  to  cross  the  bank  in 
various  directions,  I  have  applietl  for  a  pilot,  whom  I  have*  heard  lives  in  Gibara,  to  the 
iuljutant  of  marine  of  that  district,  through  the  <'ominandant  of  the  schooner  Africa,  who 
has  communicated  with  me  to-4lay  ;  of  wliich  I  ha>'c  the  honor  to  inform  your  hoii(>r  for 
your  information.     May  Go<l  ]n'eserve  your  honor  many  years. 

Nuevitas,  March  9,  1H69. 

ADOLFO  KOBIOX. 

The  Commandant  Genkual  of  Marine  of  the  Xarat  StaUon. 

Havana,  April  2,  1869. 

ADOLFO  NAVARRCTE. 
Approved  : 

JOSfl  MALCAMPO. 

Don  Adolfo  NavaiTete  y  Escuden>,  captain  of  a  sliijiof  the  llect,  and  first  adjutant  h»h;-^ 
tary  of  the  coninuuidant's  office  of  this  station. 

I  certify,  by  virtue  of  an  advised  decree  of  the  brigadier  ('<»nimandant  'general,  tluit 
the  following'  is  a  faithful  copy  of  the  original  on  fih*  in  the  arcliives  of  this  Kccn»tar/>< 
office,  under  my  charge : 

Wah  iSteamku  Bi>i\.sco  m:  Garay. 

Naval  Station  of  NrKViTAS. 
The  commandant  of  ilio  !<tho<nior  Audaluza,  in  an  official  letter  of  the  10th  instant, 
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receired  tonliiy  by  the  Bchooner  Africa  which  haa  jiwt  arrived  at  thiH  iiort,  from  Ragged 
Island,  aays  to  me  the  following :  lu  au  otiicial  couimiinication  of  the  3d  instant,  I  had 
the  plea^sure  to  announce  to  you  my  arrival  at  this  inland  on  the  8ame  day,  and  my  in- 
terview with  the  penM>u  who  presented  himself  as  collector  or  first  authority  of  this 
place.  In  the  said  official  communication  I  indicated  the  apparently  hostile  character 
which  he  showed  in  the  matter  of  the  brig ;  from  that  day  up  to  to-day  I  have  gone  on 
obtiiiniug  information  which  I  do  not  consider  of  sufficient  importance  to  induce  me  to 
hasten  to  inform  you  of  the  same  at  some  length.*  Before  all,  I  ought  to  inform  you 
that  the  real  collector  was  in  Nassau  on  the  day  of  my  arrival ;  consequently  the  one  I 
mentioned  in  my  official  communication  was  only  acting  ad  interim.  On  the  following 
day  he  came  on  lioard  my  vessel,  and,  rather  more  civil  and  impartial,  told  me  that  the 
chief  was  absent  and  that  he  was  acting  for  liim :  that  the  documents  referring  to  the 
brig  are  in  his  hands,  and  that  he  had  sealed  the  hatches,  and  that  the  arms  and  war 
stores  on  board  shall  not  be  transshipped  to  any  other  vessel  in  these  waters. 

I  will  now  tell  you  all  I  have  leanie<l  concerning  this  abortive  expedition.    In  the 
first  place,  there  are  some  forty  mid  Cubans  on  this  small  island ;  these,  with  an  equal 
niunber  which  went  to  Nassau  with  the  steamer  Henry  Burden,  and  those  who  are  to 
emlmrk  iu  Nassau,  are  to  compose  the  force  which  is  to  take  charge  of  the  arms  and 
stores  on  board  the  brig.    Tliis  is  a  poor  and  verj-  old  vessel,  already  used  up  in  New 
York  J  she  makes  a  great  deal  of  water  and  I  am  Hurprised  that  she  has  been  able  to  re- 
sist the  heavy  breeze  we  have  had  during  the  last  few  days ;  she  waa  given  to  one  of  the 
clttbs  of  the  Cuban  refugees  residing  there  and  fitted  out  by  them  for  the  expedition  ; 
ehe  is  nmnued  by  five  American  seamen  who  have  been  ottered  one  hundre<l  doUars 
apiece  and  the  vessel,  if  they  succeed  in  landing  the  arms  iu  the  Island  of  Cuba ;  the 
captain  ami  the  rest  of  the  crew  are  Cubans.    The  steamer  Henry  Burden  was  to  carry 
the  men,  who  I  am  assured  are  over  two  hundred ;  the  brig  sailed  first,  the  place  of 
meeting  to  be  at  Rum  Key.    Once  here,  the  1)ad  ctmditiou  of  the  nriginspire<l  serious  fears, 
and  they  decided  to  transship  the  anns  to  the  steanuT,  as  the  sailors  refused  to  continue 
the  voyage  in  her.    The  collector  of  the  Kai<l  plaee  opposed  the  transshipment,  and  they 
then  came  here  to  effect  their  purpow?,  but  the  captain  of  the  steamer  recoiled  from  the 
risk  of  landing  on  our  coast,  and  with  specious  delays  and  under  pretext  of  his  boilers 
being  damaged  went  to  Nassau  to  liave  them  repaired.    This  gave  rise  to  ^ave  disputes 
aud  quarrels  among  the  expeditionary  forces,  they  attributing  the  timidity  of  the  cap- 
tain to  want  of  energy  on  the  part  of  the  chiefs  or  directors  of  the  expedition.    Be  it  as 
it  may,  it  is  certain  that  they  separated,  one  of  the  sujierior  chiefs  remaining  with  the 
forty  odd,  the  rest  sailing  in  the  steamer.    These  were  resolved  to  laud  on  our  coast  with 
the  brig,  aud  were  going  to  set  sail  on  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  instant,  when,  by  a  happy 
chance,  our  cniisers  Blasco  de  Garay  and  the  schooner  Africa  hove  in  sight.    Tliis  oli- 
stacle  caused  them  to  delay  their  departure.    On  the  morning  of  the  3d  they  proposed 
to  carry  out  their  object,  but,  a  few  moments  before  they  were  ready,  the  noise  6aused 
by  our  anchors  alongside  their  vessel,  caused  them  to  lose  all  hope  of  being  able  to  cai-ry 
out  their  criminal  design.    In  the  neighborhood  of  Nipe  they  are  being  waited  for  with 
despairing  impatience,  and  I  know  that  they  deeply  lament  the  failure  of  the  expedition 
on  which  the  triumph  of  their  stupid  aspirations  apparently  depended,  and  the  end  of 
their  badly  concerted  and  impotent  efforts.    Since  my  arrival  they  have  abandoned  the 
brig  to  the  American  saihirs,  and  are  liviufj  ou  shore,  suft'eriug  all  kinds  of  privations, 
witli  the  exception  of  a  few,  who,  like  tlieir  chief,  live  with  the  collector    Pei-suaded 
that  the  steanuT  will  not  return,  they  have  asked  for  instnictions  from  the  clubs ;  these, 
it  appears,  have  an  abundant  supply  of  money.    I  have  also  been  assured,  they,  the 
rel>eiii,  hox>e  to  maintain  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  until  General 
Grant's  accession  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States,  as  it  appears  that  the  said 
gentlf^man  has  promised  several  conspirators  of  high  rank  that  he  will  recognize  them 
as  Iwlligewmts.    As  you  will  comprehend,  I  do  not  give  the  slightest  value  to  this  piece 
of  news,  which  to  me  is  improbable  from  every  point  of  view,  and  even  contradictoiy 
to  the  American  policy  and  ideas^  in  the  question  which  is  now  being  debated  in  regard 
to  the  Alabama ;  but  I  have  believed  it  best  to  inform  you  of  it,  as,  it  being  stnmgly 
believed  by  them,  wild  hopes  are  entertained  by  the  heedh»ss.    Tlie  acting  coUector  be- 
lieved in  it  as  an  accomplished  fact,  on  the  day  of  my  arrival,  and  it  cost  me  some  trouble 
to  dissuade  him  from  his  belief.    Among  the  expeditiomiry  forces  there  are  a  French 
soldier,  and  a  Peruvian  who  calls  himself  a  doctor ;  the  rest  are  very  young  men,  and 
the  greater  part  from  that  capital.    The  rebels  attribute  the  failure  of  the  revolution  to 
the  vigilance  of  our  navy  on  the  Cuban  coast ;  our  cruisers  tn)uble  them  greatly,  and 
the  cliil)s  in  New  York  are  agitating  the  idea  of  procuring  some  armed  vessels.    The  brig 
is  still  alongside  my  vessel ;  the  actual  collector,  who  came  from  Nassau  the  day  before 
yestenlay,  came  to  see  me,  and  informed  me  that,  when  the  present  heavy  breeze  slack- 
ened, he  would  take  the  brig  to  the  northwest  bay  as  it  was  more  sheltered,  as  she 
makeii  much  water  here.    I  nave  the  honor  to  transmit  this  olficial  communication  by 

*  Although  the  orlelti^  reads  thns.  I  am  convinced  there  mast  be  an  error  in  copying  troui  the  orig- 
inal. Clearly  it  ongnt  to  be  *  *  *  information  which  I  consider  of  rafficient  importance  to  induce, 
Sec,,  &e.— Tbaks. 

8^  T&x.  Doc.  108 6 
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the  schooner  Africa^  which  has  just  anchored;  in  accordance  with  my  reqnest  to  the 
commandant,  as  the  only  means  of  informing  you  of  the  incidents  connected  with  this 
matter.  As  this  resael  has  no  condenser,  and  it  1)eing  almost  impossible  to  get  wat«r 
on  this  island;  I  have  a^sked  some  of  him,  and  he  has  given  me  water  for  two  day^,  of 
four  days  water  which  he  had. 

In  regard  to  the  pilot  for  the  bank  and  for  these  islands,  he  has  not  been  able  to 
brin^  him  to  me  from  Gibara  and,  considering  that  a  pilot  would  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary if  I  should  be  obliged  to  give  chase  in  this  neighborhood,  I  wiU  make  a  contract  with 
one  here  if  I  can  manage  to  nud  one.  Finally,  I  should  inform  yon  that  by  said  com- 
mandant I  have  Just  received  the  official  communication  in  which  you  order  me  to 
cruise  from  Moa  Key  to  Point  Maisi,  supplying  myself  with  coal  and  provisioos  in 
Cuba,  which  I  will  hasten  to  do  as  soon  as  the  present  commission  is  ended.  All  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  your  honor  for  your  information.  May  God  pre- 
serve your  honor  many  years. 

NusviTASy  March  11, 1869. 

ADOLFO  NAVABRETE. 
The  Commandant  General  of  Marine  of  the  Naval  SiaHan. 

Approved:  JOSfi  MALCAMPO. 

Havana,  AprU  2, 1869. 

Mr.  Adolfo  Navarrete  y  Escudero,  captain  of  a  ship  of  the  fleet  and  first  adjutant  sec- 
retary of  the  chief  office  or  the  commandant  of  this  naval  st-ation. 

I  certify,  by  virtue  of  an  advised  decree  of  this  date  of  the  brigadier  oommandsnt 
general,  that  the  following  is  a  faithful  copy  of  the  originid  on  file  in  the  archlTes  of 
this  secretary's  office  under  my  charge : 

SUPERIOR  POLITICAL  GOVERNMENT,  SECRETARY'S  OFFICE. 

Adjoined  I  transmit  to  your  honor  copies  of  the  communication  which,  on  the  S4th 
instant,  was  sent  me  by  the  consul  general  of  England  in  this  capital,  and  of  the  reply 
which  I  made  the  same  on  this  date.  Both  documents,  as  your  honor  will  see,  refer  to 
the  capture  of  the  American  brig  Marr  Lowell,  and  as  it  is  very  clear  that  internatioiial 
reclamations  will  be  brought  up  by  the  English  government  I  hope  your  honor  will 
be  pleased  to  send  me  the  inventory  of  the  efifects  found  on  board  the  said  vessel  and 
will  also  give  me  a  report  of  all  the  circumstances^  which,  in  your  honor's  jndgment, 
ought  to  be  put  on  record  in  the  office  of  the  minister  of  state  where  I  will  transmit 
copies  as  received.    May  God  preserve  your  honor  many  years. 

Havana,  March  27, 1869. 

DOMINGO  DULCE. 

The  Commandant  General  of  Marine. 

superior  polttical  government,  secretary's  office. 

British  Consulate  General, 

Havana,  March  24, 1869. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  her  British  Majesty's  gunboat 
Cherub  has  arrived  here  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  bringing  me  dispatches  from 
the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  in  which  his  excellency  makes  the  foUuwinff  atatement: 
An  indecorous  outrage  has  been  committed  by  the  Spanish  vessel  of  war  Andaluza,  by 
illegally  taking  possession  of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  which  vessel  was  at  that 
time  in  charge  of  an  officer  of  the  British  customs,  and  at  a  short  distance  from  the 
coast,  changing  her  anchorage.  The  act  is  of  such  a  nature,  serious  and  uigustifiable, 
that  I  have  ordered  the  Cherub  to  go  to  Havana  at  once  with  this  communication,  &c, 
&c.  In  laying  this  matter  before  yon  excellency  I  may  add  that  I  have  in  my  hands 
sworn  declarations  which  prove  satisfactorily  that  the  Andaluza  cantured  the  Mary 
Lowell  much  within  the  British  jurisdiction,  and  that  I  believe  the  declarations  to  be 
true,  and  that  I  will  certainly  hesitate  to  ffive  credit  to  any  assertion  to  the  contrary, 
I  have  been  ei\joine<l  that  the  Mary  Lowell  has  been  brought  to  Havana  this  aftemooo. 
Under  this  circumstance  I  will  limit  myself  for  the  present  to  laying  the  matt<er  before 
your  excellency,  and  to  express,  very  respectfully,  that  being  wefl- convinced  of  the 
great  experience  of  your  excellency  in  the  management  of  all  these  affairs  and  your 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  international  laws,  which  are  clear  in  regard  to  anch  cases, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  me  to  indicate  to  yeur  excellency  the  course  to  be  pursued  in 
this  very  painful  occurrence. 
I  have  tne  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

A.  GRAHAM  DUNLOP. 
His  Excellency  the  Goi-ernor  Captain  General, 

0/  ike  Island  of  Cuba,  fc 
A  oopy. 

The  secretary, 

J06£  MA.  DIAS. 
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Superior  Political  Government,  Secretary's  Office. 

I  have  received  your  honor's  communication,  in  which  you  inclose  copy  of  one  which 
the  governor  of  the  Bahamas  has  addressed  to  you  concerning  the  capture  of  the  Ameri- 
can brig  Mary  Lowell,  by  a  vessel  of  the  Spanish  navy.  In  fact,  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  24tu  the  said  brig  was  towed  into  this  port  by  the  steamer  Blasco  de  Garay.  I 
have  no  official  knowledge  of  the  fact  beyond  your  honor's  communication,  and  that 
of  the  commandant  general  of  the  station ;  our  consul  in  Nassau  has  not  yet  said  any- 
thing to  me.  The  commandant  general  of  the  station  has  transferred  this  matter  to 
the  naval  auditor,  in  order  that  after  an  examination  of  the  circumstances  and  the 
proper  steps  taken  in  the  matter,  he  may  give  his  opinion  according  to  law.  It  cannot 
be  denied  that  the  question  is  a  grave  one ;  but  neither  your  honor,  by  the  sworn  dec- 
larations referred  to,  nor  I,  from  the  statement  of  the  commandant  of  the  Andaluza, 
who  captured  the  bng  Maiy  Lowell,  can  settle  this  matter,  as  our  opinions  are  different, 
and  the  point  comes  under  the  maritime  laws,  to  be  decided  by  the  final  decree  of  a 
court,  and  according  to  international  law,  solely  between  England  and  Spain.  The 
two  countries  being  united  by  the  bonds  of  the  most  cordial  and  sincere  friendship, 
their  representatives  are  not  those  who  should  promote  a  conflict  which  would  be  so 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  commerce.  This  c^uestion  will  be  decided  justly,  because 
the  Spanish  government  has  always  proceeded  in  such  manner  as  never  to  have  failed 
in  the  exact  fulfillment  of  the  law,  as  the  most  efficacious  means  of  having  her  rights 
respected.     May  God  preserve  your  honor  many  years. 

Havana,  JfarcA  27.  1869. 

DOMINGO  DULCE. 

The  English  Consul  in  this  eitg. 

A  copy. 

Secretary, 

JOS£  MA.  DIAS. 

Superior  Political  Government,  Secretary's  Office. 

Adjoined  I  transmit  your  honor  translation  of  the  communication  I  have  just  received 
from  the  consul  general  of  England  at  this  capital,  and  of  the  sworn  declarations  which 
he  sends  with  the  same,  relating  to  the  capture  of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell  by 
the  war  schooner  Andaluza,  for  the  purposes  which  may  correspond.  May  God  preserve 
your  honor  many  years. 
Havana,  Mar<^  30, 1869. 

DOMINGO  DULCE, 
Commandant  Qeneral  de  Marina, 

Superior  Political  Government, 
Secretary's  Office;  British  Consulate  General, 

Havana^  March  27, 1869. 
Sir  :  It  is  my  duty  to  lose  no  time  in  thanking  your  excellency  for  your  polite  and 
friendly  communication  of  this  date  relating  to  the  case  of  the  Mary  Lowell.  Fully 
recognizing  the  force  of  the  remarks  it  contains  on  the  necessity  which  exists  that  this 
matter  should  be  investigated  with  care  and  in  due  legal  fonp,  I  venture  to  lay  before 
your  excellency  certified  copies  of  declarations  sworn  to  before  the  jrovemor  of  the 
Bahamas,  which  mav  be  of  service  to  your  excellency's  auditor,  in  order  that  he  may 
form  an  early  and  tavorable  opinion  in  the  case.  Your  excellency  will  observe  that 
these  documents  prove  that  the  Mary  Lowell  was  captured  by  the  Andaluza,  about  one 
mile  from  Ragg^  Island,  an  inhabited  English  colony.  It  will  be  also  not  out  of 
place  to  state  nere  that  otner  documents  have  been  shown  me,  proving  that  the  decla- 
ration of  the  fonr  prisoners  on  board  the  vessel,  taken  before  Spanish  officers,  shows 
their  opini(m  that  the  Mary  Lowell  was  captured  not  more  than  two  miles  from  the 
port  of  the  island  when  she  was  taken.  These  documents  are  not  in  my  possession,  but 
they  exist,  and  I  believe  have  been  sent  to  Washington.  The  papers  and  documents  of 
the  vessel,  which  had  been  formally  deposited  with  the  authonties  of  the  custom-house 
of  Ragged  Island  when  they  took  charge  of  her,  are  complete  and  in  perfect  legal  order, 
and  are  now  here  in  my  hands.  Not  Having  yet  received  any  instructions  concerning 
this  matter,  and  therefore  depending  and  resting  entirely  on  your  excellency's  protec- 
tion in  the  performance  of  the  ordinary  consular  duties  in  regard  to  the  same,  I  merely 
wish  to  set  forth  the  acts  complained  of  by  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  and  frankly 
and  respectfully  to  remark  that  nothing  would  afford  me  more  gratification  personally 
than  a  minute  and  careful  investigation  of  the  affair  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  having  im- 
plicit confidence  in  the  desire  of  your  excellency  to  do  justice.* 

But  there  are  other  interests  over  which  I  have  no  authority ;  his  excellency  the  gov- 

**  S«to  por  lo  que  respeto  &  V.  B.  fomia  parte  y  A  mi  por  la  otr  i"  I  cannot  make  aenae  of  this,  there 
moat  be  aa  error  In  the  copy.— TiuKS. 
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ernor  of  the  Bahamas  bi^licves,  as  I  do,  that  marine  jurisdiction  of  the  Bahamas  hai> 
been  outraged,  and  he  has  undoubteilly  writt<»n  enerj^etically  to  her  Majesty's  goveni- 
ment  concerning  the  matter,  while  the  American  naval  authorities  here  believe  their 
flag  has  been  insulted  and  defied  by  a  Spanish  vessel  of  war  in  the  waters  of  a  frieudly 
pftwer.  With  sentiments  of  the  greatest  friendship  and  sincere  respect,  I  venture  to 
expresH  an  anxious  hi))>e  that  no  such  delay  will  occur  in  the  case  of  the  Mar>'  Lowell 
as  will  take  it  out  of  your  excellency's  hands  as  well  as  mine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  very  obedient  servant, 

E.  GRAHAM  DUNLOP, 
Consul  General  of  her  Britannic  Maje$tii. 
His  Excellency  the  Goverxor  Captain  General. 

of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  fc,  ^c,  ^-c. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  faithful  and  exact  translation  of  the  original. 

RODRIGO  TAVIRA,  Government  Interpreter. 

Havana,  March,  1869. 

SUPERIOR  POLITICAL  GOVERNMENT,  SECRETARY'S  OFFICE. 

Copy  of  the  Btcorn  declaration  of  Walker  I.  Wilson,  officer  of  her  Majesijf*  customs  at  Raggtd 

IsloMd,  Bahama. 

Ragged  Island,  March  15, 1889. 
I,  Walker  I.  Wilson,  a  native  of  this  island,  having  been  left  in  charge  of  the  Ameri- 
can brig  Mary  Lowell,  by  the  captain,  S.  M.  Bouneau,  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
while  I  was  taking  said  brig  (in  conformity  with  the  orders  and  with  the  knowled*;!' 
of  the  collector  of  this  \)OTt)  from  the  man-of-war  anchorage  of  this  island  to  the  [tort. 
I  certify  by  these  presents,  that  after  having  weighed  anchor  I  was  followed  by  the 
war  steamer  Audahiza,  which  kept  close  to  me  until  the  last  tack  to  get  to  the  wird- 
ward  of  the  island ;  that  the  said  steamer  lowered  a  boat.  Seeing  that  the  boat  could 
not  come  up  with  me,  the  steamer  increased  her  speed,  placing  herself  on  the  port  side 
of  my  vessel,  ordering  me  to  lower  my  sails ;  at  the  same  time  I  saw  the  guns  run  out 
and  manned,  ready  to  fire  into  me ;  I  then  lowered  the  sails  and  the  boat  came  along- 
side, asking  to  come  on  board,  as  I  could  not  be  communicated  with  from  the  l)oat  on 
account  of  the  heavy  8ea.  I  told  him  that  I  would  allow  him  to  come  on  board  as  a 
gentleman,  to  which  he  assented ;  he  then  came  on  boanl,  and  we  had  hardly  been 
talking  a  moment  or  two  when,  at  an  order  from  the  commandant  of  the  steaiuer. 
(which  was  within  speaking  distance,)  all  the  men,  about  fifteen,  precipitated  them- 
selves upon  my  decks,  armed  with  muskets,  revolvers,  and  cutlasses,  taking  }>osse8i»ion 
of  the  brio;.  I  then  asked  the  officer  whether  he  knew  that  the  vessel  was  American, 
with  an  English  officer  on  board  ;  and  he  answeretl  that  he  was  obeying  the  orders  of 
his  superior,  making  me  get  into  the  boat  with  the  rest  of  my  ci-ew,  sending  me  on 
board  the  steamer ;  on  aiTiving  on  board  the  steamer  the  crew  of  the  vessi-l,  four  in 
number,  was  put  in  arrest.  I  was  sent  on  shore  in  the  brig's  boat  with  two  other  men 
from  the  shore,  and  my  brother,  George  Wilson,  was  employed  as  pilot  on  board  said 
steamer.  The  Americ;ui  flag  was  hoisted  at  the  peak  of  the  brig  when  the  Spanish 
commandant  ordered  the  saus  to  be  lowered,  and  was  hanging  over  the  side  when  tke 
Spaniards  boarded  me.  They  took  possession  of  the  brig  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
south  of  the  southeast  point  of  Little  Ragged  Island. 

WALKER  I.  WILSON. 

Sitom  declaration  of  George  W,  Wilwn,  pilot 

Bahama,  Ragged  Island,  March  15, 1869. 
I,  George  W.  Wilson,  a  native  of  this  island,  having  been  called  on  Iniartl  the  war 
steamer  Andaluza,  as  pilot,  to  take  her  to  the  port,  I  certify  by  these  presents,  that  on 
the  morning  of  this  day  I  weighed  anchor  in  said  steamer  and  followed  the  American 
brig  Mary  Lowell,  which  was  g«>ing  to  the  port  of  this  island :  when  said  brig  was  sonic 
three  miles  from  Little  Ragged  Island,  I  noticed  suspicious  movements  on  board  said 
steamer — that  is  to  say  clearing  the  decks  for  action.  I  asked  the  commandant  what 
was  his  intention  :  he  replied,  to  capture  the  brig  if  she  gets  six  miles  from  the  shore. 
I  told  him  that  he  would  violate  the  international  laws  if  he  did  so  within  three  mile* 
of  the  Bahama  bank ;  he  answered  that  it  made  no  matter,  that  he  would  capture  ber 
when  she  was  six  miles  distant,  and  would  put  me  and  my  brother,  Walker  I.  Wihmn, 
who  was  then  in  charge  of  the  brig,  on  the  shore ;  before  we  could  get  near  enough  to 
boanl  her  the  brig  tacked  and  stood  towards  the  land.  We  then  followed  in  her  wake 
until  the  brig  made  her  last  tack,  in  order  to  pass  the  eon th west  point  of  the  Little 
Ragged  Island.  At  this  moment  a  Pennian  monitor  came  in  sight  with  a  siginal  fiyins 
for  a  pilot.    The  commandant  of  the  steamer  then  ordered  »  boat  to  be  low^nd  and 
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manned  by  some  fifteen  men,  armed  with  mnsketB,  revolvers,  and  cutlasses.  Seeing  that 
the  boat  could  not  make  the  brig,  he  ordered  all  steam  on  and  placed  his  vessel  on  the 
port  side  of  the  brig,  ordering  her  sails  to  be  lowered,  or  he  would  fire  into  her.  I  told 
him  he  would  not  dare  to  fire  into  an  American  vessel  in  English  waters.  He  said  that 
he  carwl  little  for  the  English  and  Americans;  that  he  would  fire  into  her  at  once  if 
they  did  not  lower  the  sails.  His  orders  not  having  Ix'en  obeyed,  he  gave  the  order  to 
fire*.  The  order  was  delayed  by  one  of  the  officers.  He  re|M»ated  his  orders  a  M'cond 
time,  and  it  was  delayed  by  the  Spanish  pilot ;  said  pilot  asking  me  to  tell  those  in  the 
brig  to  lower  the  sails.  I  then  s]>oke  to  my  brother,  Walker  I.  Wilson,  in  order  that 
he  should  do  so,  the  Spanish  commandant  again  giving  the  ord«»r  to  fire ;  but  another 
officer,  seeing  that  the  sails  of  the  brig  were  l>eing  lowered,  delayed  the  order.  The 
boat  boarded  her  at  this  time  and  took  charge  of  her.  The  brig  was  then  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  southeast  of  Little  Ragged  Island.  The  American  fiag  was 
hanging  over  the  side  when  she  was  boarded,  having  been  taken  from  the  peak  when 
the  mainsail  was  lowered.  They  then  sent  another  boat  with  two  ropes  to  the  brig. 
l^Tien  this  boat  returned  they  sent  my  brother,  W.  I.  Wilson,  and  the  crew  of  the 
brig  on  lM>ard  the  steamer.  On  tlieir  arrival  the  crew,  four  in  all  was  immediately 
put  in  arrest.  We  were  then  sent  on  shore  in  the  brig's  boat,  with  two  men  who  be- 
longed on  shore,  who  had  l)een  hired  to  help  to  take  tiie  brig  into  port.  The  steamer 
£nt  to  m\'t  with  all  sail  set  and  under  full  steam.  When  I  last  saw  iier  she  was  stand- 
ig  W.SW.,  with  the  brig  in  tow. 

GEORGE  W.  WILSON. 

These  two  documents  are  officially  certified  by  his  excellency  under  his  official  seal. 
The  governor  of  the  Bahamas. 

JAS.  WALKER, 

Governor, 

For  exact  copies. 

[SEAI-]  G.  GRAHAM  DUNLOP, 

CoHsul  General. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  faithful  translation  of  the  original. 


Havana,  March^  1869. 

A  copy. 

The  secretary. 

Approved. 


RODRIGO  TAVIRA, 

Government  Interpreter. 


JOSfi  MA.  DUS. 


J.  MALCAMPO. 
ADOLFO  NAVARRETE. 


Order, 

Havana,  April  6, 1869. 

Proceed  to  extend  the  declarations  of  the  crew  of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  to 
which  end  the  sefior  auditor  of  the  naval  station  will,  with  the  se&or  notary  of  the 
same,  and  Mr.  Arturo  Braza  y  Alcazar,  who  is  appointed  intenjreter,  go  on  board  the 
ship  of  war  Gerona.  where  the  said  crew  now  is. 

MALCAMPO. 
AGUILAR. 

L.  PLACIDO  M.  BORREGO. 
Acceptance, 

On  the  same  day,  6th  of  April,  1869,  personally  appeared  before  me  (previously  noti- 
fied) Mr.  Arturo  Braza  y  Alcazar,  whom  I  informed  of  the  foregoing  order  notifying 
him  of  his  appointment  as  interpreter  in  this  case,  and,  having  read  it,  said  he  would 
accept,  and  accepted  said  appointment ;  making  oath  that  he  would  perform  it  well 
and  faithfully,  signing  the  present  document  before  me.    I  certify. 

ARTURO  BRAZA  Y  ALCAZAR. 

L.  BORREGO. 


Declaration  of  Mr,  John  Reynolds, 

On  board  the  ship  Gerona,  in  the  Bay  of  Havana,  on  the  same  day,  the  6th  of 
Aprilf  1869,  an  individual  was  brought  up  who,  by  means  of  the  interpreter,  said  his 
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name  wa«  Jolrn  Reynolds,  and  being  made  to  understand  the  obligation  in  which  be  is 
to  tell  the  truth  concerning  what  he  may  be  asked,  and — 

Questioned.  Whether  the  Cubans  who  arrived  at  Ragged  Island  with  him  lived  on 
board  or  on  shore. — Said :  That  from  the  time  they  arrived  at  the  said  place,  they  Uved 
and  ate  on  shore. 

Questioned.  If  he  knew  where  the  said  passengers  lived. — ^He  answered :  That  he  did 
not,  because  he  only  went  on  shore  to  get  water. 

Questioned.  At  what  point  the  brig  was  anchored  before  the  departure  in  which  she 
was  captiu'ed. — He  said :  At  the  man-of-war  anchorage. 

Questioned.  At  what  distance  was  she  from  the  shore  and  from  the  reefs,  and  what 
were  the  bearings  of  the  most  salient  by  the  compass  f — He  said  that  she  was  about  a 
mile  distant  from  the  shore,  and  abotit  two  from  tiie  ree&. 

Questioned.  Whether  the  anchorage  was  sheltered  and  secure  from  the  prevailing 
winds  there. — He  replied  that  it  was  not. 

Questioned.  How  many  days  had  he  been  at  anchor  there  T— He  said  eight  or  nine. 

Questioned.  Whether  the  vessel  dragged  her  anchors  during  that  time,  or  suffered 
other  damage  f — He  said :  No. 

Questioned.  With  what  objt^ct  did  you  get  under  way  on  the  day  you  were  cap- 
tured ? — He  said :  With  the  object  of  making  a  turn  in  order  to  get  into  the  bay. 

Questioned.  From  whom  did  you  receive  the  order,  and  had  you  a  pilot  on  board  to 
leave  the  anchorage  T— He  said :  That  they  receive<l  the  order  from  the  pilot,  who  tha 
captain,  before  he  left  the  vessel,  had  informed  them,  would  fiU  his  plaee,  and  that  his 
name  was  Mr.  Wilson. 

Questioned.  Which  way  was  the  wind  on  that  day,  and  whether  it  was  unfavorable 
or  fair  for  their  trip  f — He  said :  That  he  does  not  remember  which  way  the  wind  blew, 
but  that  it  was  unfavorable  for  leaving  the  anchorage,  and  that  it  was  not  strong. 

Questioned.  How  much  water  did  the  vessel  draw  f — He  said :  He  did  not  know. 

Questioned.  How  near  could  they  sail  t>o  the  coast  and  to  the  reefs,  and  what  was 
the  nearest  they  could  go  with  the  vessel  ? — He  said  ho  did  not  know  whether  they 
could  sail  close  to  the  island,  but  that  on  one  4;ack  they  had  gone  within  three  hundred 
yards  of  it. 

Questioned.  At  what  point  were  you  when  you  were  captured  T — He  said :  That  they 
were  about  to  double  the  point ;  that  they  were  steering  north,  and  that  the  i>oint  bore 
to  jiort,  and  tliat  they  were  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  reefe. 

Questioned.  Whether  they  left  the  anchorage  with  all  sails  set  T — ^He  said :  No,  but 
when  they  were  captured,  they  had  all  sail  set,  and  that  they  had  to  set  more  sail  be- 
cause with  the  former  ones  they  made  no  headway. 

At  this  point  the  sefior  auditor  ordered  this  proceeding  to  be  suspended,  to  be  con- 
tinued, if  necessary  ;  and  having  read  the  foregoing  to  him  through  the  interpreter,  be 
said  that  it  was  correct,  signing  with  the  sefior  auditor  and  the  interpreter,  before  me, 
to  which  I  certify. 

AGUILAR. 

JOHN  REYNOLDS. 

ARTURO  BRAZA  Y  ALCAZAR. 

Before  me, 

L.  PLACIDO  M.  BORREGO. 

Another f  of  Mr,  Louis  ExUm. 

Immediately  following,  and  on  the  same  day,  6th  of  April,  of  1869,  an  individual  was 
brought  up,  who,  through  the  interpreter,  said  his  name  was  Louis  Exton^  who  being 
made  to  understand  the  obligation  in  which  he  is  to  tell  the  truth  concerning  what  he 
may  be  questioned,  was  interrogated  as  follows : 

Questioned.  Whether  the  Cubans  who  arrived  at  Ragged  Island  with  him  lived  on 
board  or  on  shore  T — He  said  :  That  the  passengers  did  not  live  on  board,  but  on  shore, 
all  scattered,  and  each  one  where  he  could,  but  tliat  there  was  always  one  of  the  Cubans 
on  board,  in  order  that  no  one  might  touch  the  cargo,  and  in  charge  of  it. 

Questioned.  At  what  point  of  Ragged  Island  was  the  vessel  anchored  before  she  got 
under  way,  when  she  was  capture<i  T— He  said :  To  the  south  of  Ragged  Island. 

Questioned.  At  what  distance  was  she  from  the  shore  and  fixim  tiie  reefs,  and  what 
were  the  bearings  of  the  most  salient  by  the  compass  T — ^He  said :  That  they  were  dis- 
tant half  a  mile  from  Little  Ragged  Island  and  one  from  Great  Ragged  Island,  and 
about  five  miles  from  the  reefs. 

Questioned.  Whether  the  anchorage  was  sheltered  and  secure  frt>m  the  prevailing 
winds  there. — He  said :  That  it  was. 

Questioned.  How  many  days  had  they  been  anchored  there,  and  whether  the  vessel 
had  dragged  her  anchors  or  suffered  any  damage. — He  said :  That  tho  vessel  had  been 
anchored  ten  or  twelve  days ;  that  she  did  not  drag  her  anchors,  nor  had  they  suffered 
any  damace ;  that  onlv  on  one  night  there  was  a  little  wind,  and  they  let  go  some 
anchors  which  soon  held. 
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Questioned.  With  what  object  did  you  ^et  under  way  on  the  day  you  were  captured? — 
He  said :  In  order  to  make  a  tuni  in  the  hay,  and  to  be  nearer  Mr.  Wilson's  house. 

Questioned.  From  whom  they  received  the  order,  and  whether  thev  had  a  pilot  on 
board  to  leave  the  anchorage. — He  said :  That  they  received  the  order  from  Mr.  Wilson, 
who  had  been  made  known  to  them  as  captain,  and  was  the  pilot  at  the  same  time. 

Questioned.  Which  way  was  the  wind  on  that  day ;  how  strong  was  it,  and  whether 
it  was  fair  or  unfavorable  for  their  trip. — He  said :  That  the  wiud  was  from  the  east ; 
that  it  was  light  and  unfavorable  to  their  trip. 

Questioned.  What  was  the  draught  of  the  vessel,  whether  they  could  sail  close  to  the 
shore,  or  at  what  distance  fn>m  it,  and  from  the  reefs. — He  said :  That  ho  does  not  know 
the  draught  of  the  vessel,  but  that  they  could  go  close  to  the  shore  and  to  the  reefs. 

Questioned.  At  what  point  were  you  when  you  were  captured,  and  what  course  were 
yon  steering. — He  said :  That  they  were  going  to  double  the  point,  steering  northwest, 
and  that  the  most  extreme  points  of  the  reefs  bore  one  mile  distant. 

At  this  stage  the  sefior  auditor  suspendtnl  this  declaration  in  order  to  continue  it 
should  it  be  necessary.  The  foregoing  was  read  to  him  by' means  of  an  interpreter, 
and  hearing  it,  he  said  he  was  satisficMl  with  its  contents,  and  he  signs  with  the  sefior 
auditor  and  interpreter  before  me.    I  certify. 

AGUILAR. 

LOUIS  EXTON. 

ARTURO  BRAZA  Y  ALCAZAR. 

Before  me, 

L.  PLACIDO  M.  BORREGO. 

Anolher,  of  Mr.  James  Walsh, 

Immediately  following  and  on  the  same  day,  6th  of  April,  1869,  an  individual  was 
brought  up,  who,  by  meaus  of  the  interpreter,  said  his  name  was  James  Walsh,  and  hav- 
ing made  him  understand  the  obligation  in  which  he  is  to  tell  the  truth  in  all  that  he 
might  be  questioue«l,  and — 

Questioned.  Whether  the  Cnbau  passengers  who  arrived  at  Ragged  Island  with 
them  lived  on  board  or  on  shore. — He  said :  That  they  lived  on  shore,  excepting  one  who 
was  on  board,  and  that  he  does  not  know  where  they  lived,  as  the  deponent  went  only 
once  on  shore. 

Qu€!stione<l.  At  what  point  of  the  land,  I  mean  Ragged  Island,  was  the  vessel  before 
she  got  under  way  when  she  was  captured  f — He  said :  At  the  southwest,  one  mile  and  a 
half  from  land,  and  one  mile  from  the  reefs. 

Quetitioned.  Whether  the  anchorage  was  sheltered  and  secure  from  the  prevail- 
ing winds  there,  and  how  many  days  they  were  anchored  there,  and  whether  the  ves- 
seldragged  her  anchors  during  that  time,  or  sustained  any  damage. — He  said :  That  he 
doee  not  well  remember  the  time  they  were  anchored  there,  but  that  he  believes  it  was 
twenty  days ;  that  the  anchorage  was  safe,  and  that  during  said  time  they  neither 
drag^e<l  their  anchors  nor  sustained  any  damage. 

Questioned.  With  what  object  did  you  i^et  under  way,  on  the  day  on  which  you  were 
captured  ;  who  gave  you  the  order,  and  did  you  have  a  pilot  on  board  f — He  said :  That 
Mr.  Wilson  told  them  he  was  going  to  take  them  into  the  bay ;  that  he  was  the  pilot 
and  at  the  same  time  the  captain  who  had  been  made  known  to  them. 

Qaeetioned.  Which  wav  was  the  wind  on  that  day ;  was  it  strong  or  li^ht,  fair 
or  foal  for  their  trip  f — He  said :  That  he  believes  the  wind  was  northeast,  light  and 
contrary. 

Questioned.  Whether  he  knows  the  draught  of  the  vessel,  how  much  water  she  drew, 
and  whether  she  could  sail  very  near  the  shore,  or  to  the  reefs. — He  said :  That  he 
believes  she  drew  nine  feet ;  that  he  does  not  know  how  much  water  she  draws,  nor 
does  be  know  whether  they  could  sail  near  the  shore,  because  he  is  not  acquainted 
with  the  locality. 

Qaestioned.  Where  were  you  wheu  you  were  captured ;  what  course  were  you  steer- 
inf^  ;  what  Were  the  bearings  of  the  farthest  points  of  the  island  f — He  said :  That  on 
doubling  the  point  he  believes  they  were  steering  east ;  that  the  reefs  bore  to  the  star- 
board, and  distant  three  miles. 

At  this  stage  the  sefior  auditor  suspended  the  declaration,  to  be  continued  if  neces- 
sary. It  was  read  by  means  of  the  interpreter,  and  upon  knowing  the  contents,  he 
stated  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  same,  signing  with  the  sefior  auditor  and  inter- 
preter, before  me.    I  certify. 

AGUILAR. 

JAMES  WALSH. 

ARTURO  BRAZA  Y  ALCAZAR. 

Before  me, 

L.  PLACIDO  M.  BORREGO. 
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Another,  of  John  Shannon. 

Imoieiliately  followini;,  and  on  the  same  day,  an  individual  was  brought  up,  who 
Baid,  by  nionns  of  the  interpreter,  that  his  name  was  John  Shannon;  who  was  made 
to  underntand  the  obli<ratiou  in  which  he  is  to  tell  the  truth  concerning  what  he  inigkt 
be  asked,  and  he  was  interrogated  in  the  following  manner : 

Questioned.  Whether  the  Cuban  passengers  who  arrived  at  Ragged  Island  with  them 
lived  on -board  or  on  shore.. — He  said :  That  they  lived  on  shore ;  that  he  does  not  know 
the  house  they  lived  in  ;  and  that  only  one  came  on  board  frequently. 

Questioned.  At  what  point  of  the  island  were  you  anchored  when  you  went  out  on 
the  day  you  were  captured. — He  said  :  He  did  not  know, 

Questioned.  How  far  were  you  from  the  land  and  from  the  reefs;  and  what  were  the 
bearings,  by  the  compass,  of  the  most  salient — He  said  :  That  they  were  a  mile  from  the 
island ;  that  he  did  not  see  the  reefs,  and  did  not  know  their  bearings. 

Questioned.  Whether  the  anchorage  was  sheltered  and  secure  ;  how  many  days  they 
were  anchored ;  whether  the  vessel  dragged  her  anchors,  or  suffered  any  other  damage- 
He  said  :  That  he  believed  the  anchorage  to  be  safe,  although  the  pilot  said  it  was  bad 
when  there  was  much  wind  ;  that  they  were  sixteen  or  seventeen  days  ;  that  the  ves- 
sel did  not  drag  her  auchoi^s,  nor  did  they  suffer  any  damage. 

Questioned.  With  what  object  did  you  get  under  way  the  day  you  were  captured ; 
from  whom  did  you  receive  the  order ;  and  did  you  have  a*  pilot  on  board. — He  said :  That 
they  started  with  the  object  of  going  into  the  bay  ;  that  they  received  the  oi-der  from 
Mr.  Wilson,  who  was  pilot,  and  also  captain  of  the  vessel. 

Questioned.  Which  way  was  the  wind  that  day,  whether  strong  or  light,  favorable 
or  unfavorable  for  their  trip. — He  said :  He  does  not  know  which  way  the  wind  was  on 
that  day;  that  it  was  light,  and  unfavorable  for  their  trip. 

Questioned.  .Wliether  lie  kuows  the  draught  of  the  vessel,  the  depth  of  the  water; 
and  whether  they  could  sail  near  the  coast  and  the  reefs. — He  said  :  He  did  not  know. 

Questioned.  At  what  point  were  you  when  you  were  captured  ;  how  were  you  steer- 
ing ;  and  what  were  the  bearings  of  the  most  salient  points  of  the  reefs. — He  said :  That 
he  di^  not  know  how  they  were  steering ;  and  that  the  salient  points  of  the  reefs  were 
to  their  left. 

At  this  stage  the  seilor  auditor  suspended  the  proceedings,  to  be  continued  when  it 
might  be  necessary.  This  declaration  was  read  to  him  by  means  of  the  interpreter, 
and,  kuowinff  its  contents,  he  stated  he  was  satisfied  with  its  contents ;  he  signs,  with 
the  seflor  auditor  and  interpreter,  before  me,  of  which  I  certify. 

AGUILAR. 
JOHN  SHANNON. 
ARTURO  BRAZA  Y  ALCAZAR. 
L.  PLACIDO  M.  BORREGO. 

Havana,  Apnl  6, 1869. 
Suspend  the  state  of  solitary  confinement  in  which  the  individuals  who  are  bein£ 
tried  are  now  kept ;  and  the  pages  of  these  proceedings  having  been  interrupted,  auu 
many  of  them  not  numbered,  let  the  senior  notary  proceed  to  number  the  pages  of  tliii* 
case,  correcting  those  wliich  are  alreadv  numbered. 

MALCAMPO. 

AGUILAR. 

L.  PLACIDO  M.  BORREGO. 

Note. — ^That  on  one  leaf  of  the  present  stamp  I  dispatched  the  commuuicatioD  pro- 
vided for  by  the  pi-eceding  proceedings  to  the  commandant  of  the  ship  of  war  Geroua, 
releasing  the  individuals  on  trial  in  this  case  from  solitary  confinement,  which  com- 
munication I  delivered  in  the  secretary's  office  for  its  dispatch. 

Havana,  (date  as  above.) 

Another. — ^That  in  acconlance  with  that  which  is  ordered  in  the  foregQing  proceetl- 
ings,  I  have  corrected  the  paging  of  this  process. 
Havana,  (date  as  above.) 

Order, 

Havana,  April  7, 1869. 
Let  the  papers  in  this  case  remain  in  the  office  of  the  seflor  auditor  of  the  naval  sta- 
tion, in  order  that  he  may  extend  the  brief  with  which  account  of  the  same  should  be 
given  to  the  tribunal  of  the  same. 

MALCAMPa 

AGUILAR. 

L.  PLACIDO  M.  BORREGO. 
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Proceedingg. 

On  the  same  day  and  year  I  left  this  case  in  the  hands  of  the  seHor  magistrate,  audi- 
tor, for  the  object  called  for  in  the  foregoing  proceedings.    I  certify. 

L.  PLACIDO  BORREGO. 

Order. 

Havana,  Apnl  10,  1869. 
The  brief  alluded  to  iu  the  foregoing  proceedings  being  made  by  the  seSior  auditor, 
let  the  commandant  general  of  the  naval  station  be  officially  advised,  in  order  that  he 
may  be  pleofted  to  give  notice  to  the  tribunal  (junta)  of  the  same,  to  which  the  said 
magistrate  will  present  it. 

MALCA>IPO. 

AQUILAK. 

L.  PLACIDO  M.  BORREGO. 

Note. — ^That  on  one  leaf  of  the  fourth  official  stamp,  the  communication  onlered  in 
the  foregoing  proceedings  was  dispatched  to  the  biigadier  commandant  of  the  naval 
station,  the  same  which  I  delivered  iu  the  secretary's  office  of  the  same  naval  station. 

Havana,  (date  as  above.) 

Most  Excellent  Tribunal  of  this  Naval  Station  : 

From  the  first  days  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolution  which  is  now  devastating 
this  island,  those  who  sympathized  with  it  have  been  employing  all  the  means  in  their 
power  in  its  favor;  sometimc^s  availing  themselves  of  the  popular  tumults,  recrniting 
yonng  men,  whom  they  sedneed  into  the  ranks  of  the  rebels ;  sometimes  by  soliciting 
contributions  from  persons  who  were  able  to  furnish  funds,  and  sometimes  by  openly 
nsin^  the  foreign  press,  and  that  part  of  the  Spanish  press  which  they  could  control, 
using  indirect  expressions,  which  a  very  slight  examination  would  show  to  be  in  en- 
couragement of  the  rebellion. 

Among  the  most  usual  means  employed  by  the  revolutionary  committees  of  different 
points  U>  send  reinforcements  of  men*^  and  anus  to  the  rebel  camp  was  to  send  the 
recruits  to  the  Island  of  Nassau,  and  the  other  small  islands  of  the  Bahamas,  in  small 
parties,  where  they  have  publicly  established  a  committee,  hoisting  their  flag  over  the 
hf»a8«  ill  which  it  meets.  It  is  public  that  in  those  places  there  are  deposits  of  arms ; 
that  the  inhabitants  protect  them,  and  that  the  greater  number  of  the  piratical  expe- 
ditions which  come  to  this  island  to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  incendiaries  who,  under  the 
name  of  Independents,  are  wandering  about  our  country,  sail  and  have  sailed  from 
those  islands.  The  expedition,  your  excellency,  which  succeeded  in  penetrating  onr 
territory,  under  the  command  of  the  escaped  criminal,  Manuel  Quesada,  who  is  now 
caUed  general  by  the  rebels,  sailed  from  Nassau.  The  one  which  was  captured  in  the 
proximity  of  Cayo  Romano  also  sailed  from  Nassau.  In  the  said  English  town  the 
meeting  of  numbers  of  arme<l  men  is  permitted,  who,  by  practicing  the  use  of  arms, 
show  that  their  object  is  to  effect  a  landing  on  this  island,  in  order  to  join  the  rebels, 
and  filially  sailed  from  the  said  place.  The  mineral  coal  which  was  furnished  on  the  same 
coast  to  the  pirates  who  mutinied  on  the  steamer  Comanditario,  which  was  forcibly 
taken  from  the  |H>8session  of  her  captain  near  this  island,  the  representative  of  the 
private  property  which  was  on  board  of  her,  belonged  to  the  firm  of  Dehig,  Bandis 
&  Co. 

He  who  speaks  does  not  think  for  one  moment  that  the  protection  which  is  publicly 
^ven  to  the  rebels  and  pirates  of  Cuba  by  the  British  subjects  residing  on  the  islands 
of  the  Bahama  bank  is  recognized  by  the  English  government,  nor  by  her  delegated 
antliorities ;  for,  besides  being  a  noble  and  civilized  nation,  they  should  have  the  same 
views  as  the  Spaniards  regarding  the  pa<»essions  which  she  has  in  these  waters,  which 
cannot  profit  much  by  the  sa<l  spectacle  presented  by  our  island,  which  is  promoted  by 
the  Cnslish  islands  which  have  been  mentioned. 

The  Spanilih  government,  during  the  conflict  which  the  English  government  sus- 
tained in  Jamaica,  of  the  same  class  as  that  which  we  now  deplore,  sent  her  vessels 
and  offered  her  army  to  the  said  authorities,  which  proceedings  contributed  effica- 
eioojsly  to  the  re-establishment  of  order  there.  It  is  not  possible  to  believe  that,  for- 
l^etting  such  conduct,  the  government  of  an  allied  nation  can  assist  in  any  way  to 
promote  the  insurrection  now  going  on  in  our  territory;  but  there  are  facts  which 
show  us  that  the  said  authorities  regard,  if  not  with  favor,  at  least  with  too  much  in- 
difference, the  conspiracy  which  is  being  planned  in  their  territory  against  this  island, 
and  that  some  of  the  officers  of  the  said  country  sympathize  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be 
agents  of  the  rebels,  as  will  be  shown  iu  this  argument,  and  which  is  proven  in  the 
proc<»eding8.  From  this  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  superior  authorities,  and  the 
protection  on  the  part  of  the  inferior  authorities,  it  results  that  the  focus  of  the  insur- 
rection is  located  in  the  said  possessions,  and  that  the  Spanish  authorities  have  to 
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watch  with  their  squadron  the  points  from  whence  the  aid  which  the  rebels  count 
upon  may  come. 

Having  established  tliese  ])reiiminaries.  the  auditor  now  proceeds  to  remark  npon 
that  which  appears  in  the  proceedings,  in  order  to  advise  the  tribunal  of  the  sentence 
which  it  should  give  in  this  case ;  and  in  so  doing,  should  say  that  from  the  proceed- 
ings result : 

That  according  to  the  communication  of  the  commandant  of  the  war  schooner 
Africa,  which  is  reported  on  folio  69  of  these  proceedings,  by  confidential  informatit»n, 
it  has  been  known  from  about  the  middle  of  fast  January  that  a  landing  of  amis  ;iva8 
intended  to  come  from  Salt  Key  in  the  Bahamas,  by  way  of  the  river  Mayari,  aud 
that  the  so  called  General  Cespedes  proposed  to  build  a  launch  in  the  said  river  in 
order  to  send  an  agent  to  the  said  'islands  to  hurry  the  remittance  of  the  proposed 
armament ;  that  this  confidential  infonnatiou  was  confirme<l  one  or  two  months  after- 
ward, so  far  as  regarded  the  remittance  of  arms,  by  the  letters  of  the  21st  and  22d  of 
Febniary,  received  by  the  English  governor  of  Nassau,  copies  of  which  are  recorded 
on  the  66th  and  67th  of  the  same,  and  the  information  given  by  the  said  authority  to 
the  Spanish  consul  of  that  place,  which  the  commandant  of  the  war  schooner  Guadiaua 
inserts  in  his  communication  on  the  65th. 

That  the  confidential  information  of  the  governor  advised  the  presence  of  an  Ameri- 
can steamer  and  American  brig  at  Rum  Key,  and  that  the  collector  of  the  custom-houue 
had  refused  to  permit  a  transshipment  of  the  brig's  cargo  to  the  steamer,  in  said  port ; 
that  with  this  object  they  had  sailed  for  Ragged  island. 

That  the  commandant  of  the  steamer  Blasco  de  Garay,  and  the  commandant  of  the 
schooner  Africa,  availing  themselves  of  the  coufidential  information  of  the  governor, 
proceeded  to  a  point  near  said  island,  aud  the  commandant  of  the  last-named  vessel 
went  on  shore  in  a  boat,  and,  seeing  them,  the  whole  crew  of  the  brig  went  on  deck 
with  hostile  gestures,  and  on  this  account  he  had  the  means  of  observing  that  they 
were  Cubans,  with  the  characteristic  physiognomy  of  the  natives  of  this  country ;  that 
in  a  conference  with  the  collector  of  the  custom-house  of  that  place,  he  showed  hims(*lf 
little  in  favor  of  lending  the  aid,  which,  in  the  way  of  information,  was  asked  of  hiiu ; 
so  much  so  that  it  became  necessary  to  show  him.  the  communication  of  the  governor 
of  the  Bahamas  in  order  to  make  him  understand  that  he  was  proceeding  against  the 
orders  of  his  government  in  the  strange  manner  in  which  he  treated  the  representative 
of  a  friendly  nation,  and  the  aid  he  was  giving  to  people  who  had  no  flag,  who  were 
attacking  the  integrity  of  the  Spanish  territory,  tor  which  heavy  charges  might  be 
made  in  the  future;  that  by  the  information  aeqnired  by  the  excursion  of  the  com- 
mandant of  the  Africa,  it  appeared  that  with  an  interval  of  two  days  the  steamer 
Henry  Burden,  with  a  load  of  passengers,  and  the  brig  Mary  Lowell,  loaded  with  anns 
and  munitions  of  war  for  the  rebellion  in  this  island,  had  arrived  at  Ragged  Island, 
and  that  the  steamer  being  damaged  had  gone  for  repairs  to  Nassau ;  that  the  BIsmm) 
de  Garay,  having  also  received  some  damage,  with  the  same  object,  and  also  to  send  the 
schooner  Andaluza,  which,  owing  to  her  build,  was  more  fitted  to  watch  and  capture 
the  Mary  Lowell  when  she  should  leave  the  English  line,  proceeded  to  NuevitaA. 

That  the  Blasco  having  arrived  at  this  port,  and  having  given  the  proper  orders  to 
the  Andaluza,  the  last-named  vessel  sailed  for  Ragged  Island ;  from  which  point  her 
commandant  addressed  an  ofiicial  letter  to  the  commandant  of  the  firsl^named  vessel 
on  the  3d  of  March,  informing  him  of  the  little  favor  which  the  collector  of  the  custom- 
house was  disposed  to  show  to  the  cause  of  the  Spanish  government,  and  that  it  wan 
apparently  the  principal  authority  of  the  island  who  had  told  him  that  he  would 
anchor  the  Mary  Lowell  where  he  could  not  follow  her. 

That  in  another  official  letter  of  the  commandant  of  the  Andaluza,  dated  March  10, 
folio  79,  he  informs  the  commandant  of  the  station  of  Nuevitas  of  having  been  fully 
assured  that,  in  fact,  the  brig  Mary  Lowell  was  loaded  with  arms  and  munitions;  that 
the  passengers  which  she  had  on  board  lived  on  shore,  and  the  chief  of  the  expedition 
lived  in  the  house  of  the  collector  of  the  said  custom-house,  and  was  aiding  them  in 
every  way,  and  in  consequence  of  discussions  among  the  crews  of  the  yessels,  and  on 
account  of  the  damages  of  the  Henry  Burden,  the  voyage  to  our  coast  had  been  aban- 
doned by  the  said  vessels,  the  brig  having  proposed  to  do  so  alone  on  the  1st  of  Marrh, 
and  they  were  detained  by  the  arrival  of  Blasco  and  the  Africa,  and  attempted  a 
second  time  on  the  3d;  the  arrival  of  the  Andaluza  again  frustrated  their  attempt,  and 
that  in  Rum  Key  they  tried  t-o  transship  the  arms  to  the  steamer,  but  the  cx>llector  of 
the  custom-house  there  would  not  allow  it,  and  also  of  other  matters  which  do  not 
belong  here. 

That  according  to  the  official  report  of  the  capture  on  the  first  leaf,  and  dat-ed  16th 
March,  the  Mary  Lowell  was  captured  six  miles  southwest  of  Ragged  Island,  which 
ajgrees  with  the  observations  iAKen  by  the  officer  on  guard,  of  the  Andaluza,  at  the 
time  of  the  capture,  and  which  are  entered  in  the  oeriificat'e  of  the  fact  t-aken  frt>m  the 
log-book  of  the  schooner  at  the  time  of  the  capture,  which  is  stated  on  folio  37 ;  that  the 
Mary  Lowell  had  no  papers  on  board,  no  captain  nor  crew,  excepting  sailors;  that  she 
waa  found  loaded  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war;  that  the  acting  collector  at  first. 
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and  afterward  the  collector  himself,  indicated  to  him  the  intention  of  changing  the 
place  of  anchorage  of  the  brig  as  soon  as  the  wind  slackened ;  bnt  that  on  the  11th 
and  on  the  following  days  the  weather  became  fine,  and  it  was  not  done,  tbe  crew  being 
employed  only  in  overhanling  the  running  rigging,  in  setting  up  the  standing  ngging, 
and  taking  large  quantities  of  water  on  board,  and  in  watcliing  the  horizon  very 
anxiously ;  that  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  the  acting  collector  presented  himself,  the 
brother  of  the  collector,  who  hfMl  told  the  commandant  that  he  would  furnish  him  with 
ft  pilot  when  the  briff  should  get  nnder  way,  telling  him  that  he  went  with  him  for 
said  pnrpose ;  that  at  10  o'clock  the  Mary  Lowell  got  under  way,  and  the  schooner  fol- 
lowed in  her  wake,  with  a  strong  breeze  from  tbe  east ;  that  the  brig  made  several 
tacks  without  making  any  progress  to  windward ;  that  about  1  o'clock  some  mast-s 
boTe  in  sight,  and  when  no  one  on  board  had  recognized  the  vessel  the  pilot  recognized 
it,  and  said  a  two  hundred  and  fifty  iron-clad ;  that  being  seen,  it  turne<l  out  to  be  a 
monitor  bearing  the  Peruvian  flag,'  on  which  account  the  schooner  cleared  her  decks 
for  action,  and  went  within  cannon  shot  of  her ;  that  in  this  situation  the  brig  stood 
to  the  southward,  and  in  seeing  her  in  free  waters  according  to  the  most  experienced 
officers  on  board,  the  schooner  ran  up  to  her  and  hailed  her,  telling  her  to  surrender, 
telling  the  pilot  to  tell  them  to  heave  to,  or  to  lower  the  sails ;  but  far  from  doing  so, 
he  shouted  to  them,  telling  them  to  give  her  more  way  and  let  her  fall  oflf  from  the 
wind,  under  which  circumstances  the  schooner  had  to  go  alongside  of  her  and  make  her 
obey,  threatening  her  with  the  guns  and  boarding  her  with  a  boat ;  and  seeing  the 
vesHcl  full  of  arms,  she  captured  her. 

That  from  the  declarations  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  Andaluza,  it  appears  that 
the  capture  was  made  more  than  six  miles  from  Ragged  Island,  and  the  same  facts  are 
set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  commandant,  and  that  the  same  is  shown  by  the  log-book. 
That  the  crew  of  the  brig  do  not  agree  as  to  the  distance  they  were  from  the  coast 
at  the  time  of -the  capture,  as  one  says  that  he  calculates  that  they  were  about  a  mile 
and  a  half,  without  being  sure  of  it ;  another,  that  Itetween  three  and  four  miles ;  an- 
other at  alM>ut  three  from  the  coast,  and  another  at  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  island; 
bnt  they  do  agree  as  to  the  load  of  Cubans  transferred  to  the  brig,  of  their  wearing 
the  rebel  cockade  on  their  hats,  like  .the  one  shown  which  was  found  in  the  same  ves- 
sel, and  which  they  afterward  left  off  by  order  of  Mr.  Campbell;  that  they  only  knew 
Cisneros  and  Castillo  by  name,  stating  that  the  first  chartered  the  vessel ;  that  althongh 
all  the  Cubans  landed  on  Ragged  Island,  there  was  always  one  on  board  in  charge  of 
the  cargo ;  that  the  acting  captain,  from  whom  they  received  their  orders,  was  Mr. 
Wihwn. 

That  by  declarations  given  by  Mr.  Walker  Wilson,  and  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  pilots  of 
Ragged  Island,  the  first  acting  captain  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  copies  of  which  are  inclosed 
by  the  Kuglish  consul  in  the  communication  of  the  17th  of  March,  they  affirm  they 
were  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  southeaat  of  Ragged  Island. 

That  the  crew  of  the  brig  affirm  that  the  port  was  secure,  and  that  during  the  long 
time  that  they  had  been  anchored  there  they  had  not  sustained  any  damage,  nor  baa 
they  dragged  their  anchor;  that  the  wind  on  the  day  of  their  capture  was  unfavorable 
for  entering  the  new  port,  and  that  they  could  sail  near  the  shore  with  the  vessel. 

That  from  the  inventory  of  what  was  found  on  board  the  Mary  Lowell,  it  appears 
that  this  vessel  had  only  charts  necessary  for  a  voyage  to  the  Island  of  Cuba;  tnat  no 
others  were  found  excepting  those  of  this  coast,  and  the  coast  of  Florida. 

Considering  that  by  the  confidential  information  received  by  the  government  of  this 
island,  corro&rated  by  the  communications  of  the  English  governor  of  the  Bahamas, 
our  cruisers  and  naval  stations  had  to  be  very  vigilant,  and  this  Justifies  the  precau- 
tion employed  by  our  vessels  to  frustrate  the .  attempts  of  the  rebels  who,  outside  of 
the  island  and  in  the  territory  of  the  allied  nations,  conspire  against  the  integrity  of 
Spanish  tenitory. 

Considerinj^  from  what  appears  in  this  process,  that  notwithstanding  the  good  under- 
standing which  unites  us  to  the  govemm;*nt  of  her  M^iesty  tbe  Queen  of  England,  and 
the  jrooa  will  which  we  have  seen  displaved  in  some  of  the  acts  of  the  governor  of  the 
Bahamas,  and  by  the  authorities  of  Rum  key.it  is  not  shown  in  other  places  where  they 
give  aid  to  the  agents  of  the  rebellion,  as  in  Ragged  Island,  where  the  first  authority  of  the 
said  place,  Mr.  Walker  Wilson,  is  seen  eutertaining  the  chief  of  the  rebels  in  his  house, 
and  taking  charge  of  the  keeping  and  direction  of  the  vessel  loaded  with  arms,  for  the 
promotion  of  the  rebellion  in  this  island,  telling  the  commandants  of  our  vessels  that 
he  proposed  taking  the  Mary  Lowell  where  they  could  not  follow  her,  which  conduct 
not  only  makes  his  affirmations  worthy  of  rejection,  weak  and  unworthy  of  belief,  for 
beinjg  wholly  partial  to  the  cause  to  which  he  lent  these  services,  but  is  a  more  than  suffi- 
cient motive  to  warrant  a  complaint  to  the  English  government. 

Considering  that  although  some  of  the  sailors  stated  that  they  believed  that  the  ves- 
sel haa  been  aispatched  for  Vera  Cruz,  this  assertion  is  contradicted  by  reflecting  that 
Ragged  Island  is  not  a  port  of  arrival  for  said  voyage,  the  vessel  coming  from  New 
York,  and  by  the  feet  that  the  only  marine  charts  which  were  found  on  board  were  of 
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the  coasts  of  Florida  and  Cuba,  which  evidently  proves  that  the  brig  sailed  for  this 
island. 

Considering?  that  the  movements  of  the  Mary  Lowell  from  the  time  she  left  the  anchor- 
age at  Ragged  Island  were  suspicious,  as  her  tacking  without  making  any  way  toward 
the  port,  her  making  more  sail  when  she  saw  the  Andaluza  near  the  monitor,  and  her 
having  chosen  a  day  on  which  the  wind  was  contrary,  show  her  int4?ntion  to  e«:a|ip, 
believing  that  the  schooner  might  be  captured  by  the  monitor,  eluding  in  this  mauuer 
the  vigilance  of  the  vessel  which  was  watching  her,  which  she  expected  to  deceive, 
letting  the  previous  days  on  which  the  wind  was  fair  pass  by  without  mo\ing. 

Considering  that  it  is  proved  that  the  cargo  of  arms  and  munitions  which  the  Mary 
Lowell  had  on  board  belonged  to  the  rebels  of  this  island,  according  to  the  statements 
of  the  sailors  of  the  said  vessels,  which  show  that  she  was  chartered  by  Cisneroa,  and 
that  there  was  always  a  Cuban  watchman  on  board. 

Considering  that  the  crew  of  the  Mary  Lowell  do  not  agree  in  their  depositions  con- 
cerning the  distance  they  were  from  the'  coast  when  they  were  captured,  and  that  their 
depositions  do  not  agree*  with  those  of  the  pilots,  the  brothers  Wilson,  the  assertions  of 
both  of  whom  are  faulty  and  unworthy  of  credit  on  account  of  their  intimate  relations, 
and  the  protection  given  to  the  reliels  who  came  to  promot-e  the  rebellion,  as  ali*o  re- 
suits  from  the  official  communications  of  the  commandants  of  the  Spanish  vessels  of 
war,  prior  to  the  capture,  there  remains  no  proof  more  sure  and  convincing  concerning 
the  point  where  the  capture  was  made,  than  that  offered  by  the  declarations  of  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  schooner  Andaluza,  and  the  situation  set  down  in  the  log-book  of 
the  said  vessel. 

Considering  that  the  law  of  England  of  the  28th  of  August,  1833,  in  conformity  with 
what  is  generally  accepted  by  good  principles  of  international  right,  sets  the  limit  of 
her  maritime  zone  at  one  league,  or  three  miles  from  her  coast,  and  bearing  this  order  in 
mind,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  commandant  of  the  schooner  Andaluza  has 
been  wanting,  in  the  slightest  degree,  in  the  respect  and  consideration  which  is  due  to       i 
a  neighboring  friendly  naticm,  allied  to  the  Spanish  nation,  as  the  comprobatory  docn- 
ment  in  the  question  now  being  ventilated,  which  is  the  log-book,  shows  us  that  the       i 
capture  was  made  at  double  the  distance;  that  the  declarations  of  the  officers  and  crew 
agree  with  it,  and  part  of  the  declarations  of  the  crew  of  the  Mary  Lowell  also  indicate 
a  greater  distance  than  the  three  miles;  the  place  of  capture  being,  therefore,  on  the       I 
high  seas. 

Considering  that  although  it  may  be  said  by  the  English  authorities  that  the  vessel       ' 
wa«  in  charge  of  a  custom-house  officer,  as  it  appears  from  this  process  that  the  said       i 
ftinctionary,  who  was  Mr.  Walker  Wilson,  was  not  on  board  as  such,  but  as  acting 
captain  of  the  vessel,  according  to  the  crow  themselves,  and  that,  having  taken  the 
Mary  Lowell  out  of  the  waters  under  jurisdiction,  his  intention  was  not  only  to  cause       , 
an  ii\jury  to  the  Spanish  nation,  but  to  disobey  the  orders  of  his  government,  as  he 
could  have  taken  the  vessel  to  the  other  port  without  going  beyond  the  waters  within 
jurisdiction. 

Considering  that  it  is  proved  by  the  preceding  reflections  that  the  English  territorr 
has  been  respected,  as  it  should  be,  neither  have  we  insulted  the  flag  carried  by  the 
Mary  Lowell  without  any  right,  in  the  least  degree,  as  a  friendly  fla^  does  not  cover 
merchandise  composed  of  contraband  of  war,  according  to  ^ood  principles  of  interna- 
tional law,  put  into  operation  by  the  government  of  the  Unit-ed  States  in  the  late  war. 
which  was  brought  on  by  the  attempt  of  the  Southern  States  against  the  integrity  of  the  j 
t-erritory  of  the  Union,  and  therefore  the  capture  of  the  vessel  and  her  cargo  is  good. 

Considering  that  the  sailors  who  came  on  board  the  Mary  Lowell  did  not  leave  New       1 
York  m  this  vessel,  but  that  they  were  transferred  from  the  Henry  Bunlen,  and  that  it 
does  not  appear  that  they  knew  what  line  of  conduct  Mr.  Wilson,  whom  they  obeyed 
as  their  chief,  was  going  to  pursue,  therefore  this  relieves  them  from  responsibility. 

Considering  that  even  according  to  international  law  the  Mary  Lowell,  having  beep 
captured  on  the  high  seas,  and  without  the  necessary  outfit  to  prove  her  flag,  this 
would  be  sufficient  to  warrant  her  being  considered  as  a  pirate,  and  to  subject  the  crew 
to  the  i)enalties  which  the  laws  impose  on  ^this  class  of  crime  ;  the  consideration  that 
these  sailors  cannot  be  responsible  for  the  acts  which  Mr.  Wilson  did  without  their  con- 
sent, the  only  responsible  party  in  this  unlawful  transaction,  strengthens  the  idea  ex- 
pressed jn  a  former  consideration  of  the  irresponsibility  of  the  crew,  which  should  he 
stated. 

In  view  of  Articles  Nos.  10, 13,  and  34,  of  the  ordinance  of  the  20th  of  June,  1801. 
and  what  is  proven  by  this  process,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  auditor  that  the  detention 
of  the  Mary  Lowell  should  be  declared  lawftil,  and  the  same,  with  everything  belong- 
ing to  her  and  her  cargo,  a  lawful  prize,  adjudging  her  value,  deducting  the  exiJense^  \ 
to  the  commandant,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  schooner  Andaluza,  in  the  proportion 
allowed  by  law  ;  setting  the  crew  at  liberty,  if  the  tribunal  does  not  need  ftirtber  dec- 
larations, j 

The  captain  who  made  the  capture  should  also  be  notified  of  this  decree,  not  th«       j 
o\\Tier  of  the  cargo,  because  he  apparently  belongs  to  the  rebels  and  traitors  to 
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the  coantry,  and  although  the  nationality  of  the  ve«Hel  \»  indicated  it  is  not  proved  in 
the  proceedings,  and  it  is  not  known  to  -whom  she  belongs,  the  owner  cannot  be 
notitied. 

The  auditor  further  believes  that,  in  view  of  the  good  relations  which  exist  lietween 
the  KngliHh  government  and  onr  own,  and  in  onler  to  banish  the  uiil(>untle(l  simpiciou 
entertained  by  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  respecting  his  l>elief  that  the  capture  had 
Wn  made  within  the  English  maritime  line,  let  a  certiHeil  copy  of  tht«se  proceedings, 
and  uf  the  sentence  which  may  be  given  by  the  court,  be  made  and  forwanled  with  a 
proper  official  communication  to  the  English  consul  in  this  city. 

Thi«  is  the  opinion  of  the  auditor,  which  he  this  day  submits  to  the  enlightened 
jud^neut  of  the  genth'men  who  compose  the  court  of  the  naval  station,  who  will  sen- 
tence in  conformity  witii  it,  or  as  they  may  think  more  just. 
Most  excellent  sir, 

RAFAEL  DE  AGUILAR. 

Havana,  April  12, 1869. 

Act  of  ir{fomut twn» 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  12th  of  April,  1869,  the  Junta  Economica  de  estc  Apoe- 
tadero,  presided  over  by  the  brigadier  commandant  general  of  the  naval  station,  all  the 
uiemljers  being  present  excepting  the  sefior  ordeuador,  on  account  of  sickness,  and  the 
sefior  anditor,  Mr.  Rafael  de  Agiiilar  y  Angulo ;  the  process  fonut^d  in  regard  to  the 
capture  of  the  American  brig  Aiarj-  Lowell,  laden  with  articles  of  war,  made  by  the 
national  sc'hooner  AniLiluza,  near  Ragged  Island  on  the  Bahama  banks,  was  read  by  the 
secretary  for  their  resolution,  as  to  whether  tht^  capture  was  g(K)d  or  bad;  the  tribunal 
having  heard  the  whole  process  and  the  luminous  argument  made  by  the  sefior  auditor 
Iwuig  read,  in  conformity  with  it,  and  considering  besides  that  the  pilot  Wilson,  who  at 
the  same  time  wa»  pilot'  and  captain  of  the  captured  vessel^  according  to  the  declara- 
tion8of  her  crew,  has  conceded  the  fact  that  he  was  performing  the  duties  of  pilot  and 
captain  in  the  declaration  he  made  in  the  Bahamas,  and  which  was  sent  here  by  the 
coHKiiI  general  of  England,  representing  himself  only  as  an  officer  of  the  custom-house, 
and  that  this  being  the  case,  in  this  last  character  he  had  no  reason  for  being  on  board 
i^id  vessel,  which  conceiilment  shows  tlie  cunning  with  which  it  was  made,  and  his 
couviction  of  his  culpability  as  captain  and  pilot,  as  losing  his  official  character,  he 
would  have  become  one  of  so  many  mercenaries  employed  on  board  the  brig  Mary 
Lowell  to  carry  out  their  illegal  design. 

Considering  that,  even  in  his  official  character,  the  siiid  Wilson  had  evidently  shown 
by  his  remarks  to  the  commandants  of  the  Africa  iuid  the  Audalnza  his  adhesion  to  and 
protection  of  the  rebels  against  the  integrity  and  government  of  this  island,  therefore 
in  his  character  of  captain  his  projects  should  have  seemed  much  more  suspicious  to  the 
commandaut  of  the  Andaluza. 

Considering  that  neither  the  captain  and  pilot  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  nor  her  mate,  pro- 
tested, at  the  time  of  their  capture  on  finding  themselves,  as  they  say  afterward, 
within  English  jurisdiction,  nor  take  observations,  nor  jisk  that  they  should  be  made  in 
their  presence  in  order  to  establish,  with  all  exactitude,  the  point  and  the  distance  from 
the  coast  at  which  the  vessel  was  cajitured,  as  was  their  duty,,  which  proves  that  they 
were  i)ersnaded  that  the  result  of  the  said  observations  would  be  contrary  to  their  de- 
sires, iis  otherwise  it  is  incomprehensible  that  they  should  omit  so  essential  a  proof  for 
the  complaint  afterward  presented  as  the  commamhiut  of  the  Andaluza  did  not  omit 
to  perform  that  necessary  oi>eration. 

Considering  that  the  position  on  the  chart,  by  the  bearings  with  the  shore,  taken  by 

the  officers  or  the ,  in  order  to  detenuine  the  point  at  which  they  were  at  the 

time  of  the  capture,  gives  a  result  of  more  than  six  miles  from  Ragged  Island,  and,  there- 
fore, much  beyond  English  jurisdiction,  which  only  extends  three  miles. 

Considering,  also,  that  the  commandant  of  the  Andiiluza,  having  stated  in  his  offi- 
cial communications  previous  to  the  day  of  the  capture,  that  in  the  guard  he  kept  over  the 
Mary  Lowell  he  would  not  capture  her  unless  she  should  go  out  of  English  waters, 
which  he  repeated  to  the  pilot  Wilson,  whom  he  took  on  board  a  few  moments  before 
the  capture,  proves  his  respect  for  foreign  waters,  and  that  if  it  had  been  his  intention 
to  captore  the  vessel  in  the  sftme  he  would  have  done  so  at  the  moment  she  got  under 
way  and  left  the  coast  for  the  first  time,  without  waiting  for  her  to  do  so  the  third  time ; 
nor  that  she  might  be  able  to-  put  herself  under  the  protection  of  some  English  or  for- 
ei^  vessel  of  war,  which  might  arrive  there. 

The  court  agree  to  declare  the  detention  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  and  her  being  taken  to 
the  port  of  Nuevitas,  to  be  legitimate,  the  vessel  and  cargo  being,  therefore,  a  good 
prize,  without  any  room  for  complaints  or  reclamations  by  the  English  authorities,  or 
of  auy  other  nation,  as  she  was  captured  as  contraband  of  war  intended  to  aid  the  rebels 
of  this  island,  and  eaptnred  on  the  high  seas ;  that  there  being  no  complicity  or  culpa- 
bility worthy  of  punishment  in  the  crew  found  on  board  the  vessel,  they  shall  be  put 
at  liberty,  notifying  the  captors  of  this  award,  and  not  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  because 
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he  belongs  to  those  who  are  declared  to  be  in  rebellion,  nor  to  the  owner  of  the  yessfl, 
who  is  not  known.  Let  this  sentence  be  made  known  to  the  English  consul  general  in 
tliis  city,  with  also  a  copy  of  the  argument  of  the  sefior  auditor,  in  order  that  with  it  he 
may  remove  the  doubt  or  belief  which,  in  common  with  his  excellency  the  governor  of 
the  Bahamas,  he  has  in  regard  to  the  vessel  having  been  captured  in  English  waters, 
and  that  all  being  done  in  the  not-ary's  office,  let  this  process  be  returned  to  the  aodit4irs 
office.  Thus  it  was  resolved  by  the  said  most  excellent  court,  the  gentlemen  composiug 
it  signing  before  me,  of  which  I  certify. 

JOS£  MALCAMPO. 

MATEO  GARCIA. 

JOSfi  8AIUZ. 

FEDERICO  8AUTALA. 

MODESTO  DOMINGUEZ. 

FEDERICO  MARTINEZ. 
Before  me, 

L.  PLACIDO  M.  BORREGO. 

NOTE. 

That  on  one  leaf  of  the  fourth  stamp  of  official  paper,  the  corresponding  conununication 
to  the  conunandaut  of  the  national  ship  of  war  Gerona,  in  order  that  the  crew  found  oo 
board  the  Mary  Lowell  when  she  was  captured  might  be  put  at  liberty ;  and  which 
communication  I  delivered  to  the  secretary's  office,  that  ho  might  give  it  the  proper 
direction. 

ANOTHER. 

Havana,  April  13,  of  the  same  year. 
That  on  this  date  the  certified  copy  of  the  argument  of  the  sefior  auditor,  and  the 
preceding  sentence,  for  remittance  to  the  English  consul  general  in  this  city,  has  been 
finished  m  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  same,  havmg  used  seven  sheets  of  the 
fourth  stamp  of  official  paper  in  the  same. 

ANOTHER. 

Havana,  April  14,  of  the  same  year. 
That  for  the  remittance  of  the  certified  copy  referred  to  in  the  uote  immediately  pre> 
ceding,  to  the  English  consul  general  in  this  city,  the  corresponding  official  document 
was  written  on  one  leaf  of  the  present  stamp. 

RETURN. 

Havana,  (date  as  above.) 
On  the  same  day,  month,  and  year  I  delivered  to  the  messenger,  Mr.  Manuel  Padilla, 
the  certified  copy  and  communication  referred  to  in  the  two  last  preceding  notes,  for 
their  delivery. 

PADILLA. 
L.  BORREGO. 

ANOTHER. 

On  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  before  me,  the  messenger,  Manuel  PadiUa,  said  be 
had  delivered  the  certified  copy  and  communication  mentioned  in  the  preceding  return 
at  the  consulate  general  of  her  British  Majesty.    I  certify. 

PADILLO. 

L.  BORREGO. 

To  the  Magistrate  Auditor  of  the  Naval  Station  : 

On  advising  your  excellency  of  this  process,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the 
most  excellent  Junta  Economica  de  este  Apostodero,  I  should  call  your  excellency's  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  your  excellency's  decree  has  not  been  complied  with  in  regard 
to  the  notification  of  the  captors  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  which  order  I  have  not  been  able 
to  carry  into  efiect,  because  the  vessel  which  made  the  capture  is  not  in  this  port. 

L.  M.  BORREGO. 

Havana,  April  15, 1869. 

Order. 

Havana,  Apnl  15, 1889. 
The  commandant  of  the  national  schooner  of  war  Andaluza,  being  now  in  port,  let 
the  proper  offic«rs  extend  the  proper  notification. 

MALCAMPO. 

AGUILAR. 

PLACIDO  BC  BORREGO. 
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Oa  the  16th  of  said  month  and  year  I  proceeded  to  the  arsenal  of  this  city,  and  the 
ooinmiiQdant  of  the  war  schooner  Andaluza  being  present,  I  notified  him  by  a  full 
leading  and  a  literal  copy  of  the  sentence  pronounced  in  this  case,  on  the  12th  of  the 
preflent  month,  b^  the  most  excellent  Junta  Economica  de  este  Apostadero,  and  he  signed 
before  me,  of  which  I  certify. 

JACOBO  ALEMAN. 

L.  BORREGO. 

Mo9t  exoelimt  tbr,  pretident  of  ike  marine  court  of  this  naval  etatUm : 

Most  Excrllent  Sir  :  Mr.  Jacob  Aleman  y  Gonzalez,  lieutenant  of  a  ship  of  the 
line  of  the  1st  class,  and  commandant  of  the  national  schooner  of  war  Andaluza,  for 
himself  and  in  representation  of  his  subordinates  on  board  said  vessel,  sets  forth — 

That  the  arms  and  other  munitions  of  war  deposited  in  the  general  storehouse  of  this 
snenal,  which  were  captured  by  this  vessel  on  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  which 
capture  was  declared  good  in  all  its  points  and  consequences,  by  the  most  excellent 
court  of  which  your  excellency  is  the  worthy  president,  in  sentence  of  the  13th  of 
April  last,  are  bemg  perceptibly  damaged,  and  this  being  provided  for,  even  if  the  case 
had  not  been  decided  by  the  4th  law,  8th  title,  6th  book,  m  article  No.  50  of  the  exist- 
ing law  relating  to  cruisers,  which  I  copy  literally :  "  In  case  that  it  should  become 
necessary  to  seU  any  goods  on  account  of  its  being  impossible  to  preserve  them,  the 
sale  shall  be  made  in  the  presence  of  the  captured  captain,  at  public  auction,  with  the 
psnal  formalities,  and  witn  the  assistance  of  the  clerk  of  the  sale,  placing  the  proceeds 
in  the  hands  of  a  responsible  person,  to  be  delivered  to  whom  they  might  belong,  after 
the  sentence  of  the  prize.'' 

He  begs  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  concede  him  the  authorization  for 
the  sale  of  the  said  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  designating  the  person  or  banking  es- 
tablishment with  which  the  proceeds  of  the  said  sale  are  to  be  deposited ;  a  favor  which 
he  hopes  to  merit  from  the  goodness  and  rectitude  of  your  excellency,  whose  life  may 
God  preserve  for  many  years. 

On  board  the  schooner  Andaluza,  arsenal,  Havana,  May  1, 1869. 

JACOB  ALEMAN. 

Order. 

Havana,  May  5, 1869. 
Direct  an  official  letter  to  the  commandant  of  artillery,  in  order  that  he  may  appoint 
two  officers  of  that  branch  of  service,  that  they  mav  proceed  to  examine  the  arms  and 
manitions  of  war  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  petition,  and  report  whether  they  are 
damaged,  and  whether  the  damage  wiU  continue  on  account  of  the  place  of  deposit. 

MALCAMPO. 
L.  PLACIDO  M.  BORREGO. 

Note.— The  official  letter  prescribed  by  the  foregoing  order  directed  to  the  command- 
ant of  artillery,  was  written  on  one  sheet  of  the  fourth  official  stamp,  which  I  deliv- 
ered to  the  messenger,  Mr.  Manuel  Padilla,  for  its  dispatch. 

Havana,  May  7,  of  said  year.    [A  rubric] 
On  the  same  day  and  year  the  messenger,  Mr.  Manuel  Padilla,  stated  before  me 
that  he  had  gone  to  the  arsenal  of  this  city  and  had  delivered  the  official  communica- 
tion he  carried  to  an  orderly  of  the  commandant  of  artillery  of  the  navy.    I  certify. 

PADILLA. 
L.  BORREGO. 

Adolfo  Navarrete  y  Escudero,  lieutenant  of  a  ship  of  the  line  of  the  royal  fleet,  and  first 
adjutant  secretary  of  the  general  commandants  office,  &c.,  &c. 
I  certify  that  among  the  documents  on  file  in  the  archives  of  this  office  under  my 
charge,  the  following  communications  are  to  be  found : 

Havana,  AprU  25, 1869. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  Captain  McCrai,  of  her  Mfd- 
esty's  ship  Favorite,  showed  me  a  dispatch  yesterday,  addressed  him  by  your  excel- 
lencv,  respecting  the  cargo  of  the  Mary  Lowell,*         #  #  •  »  » 

I  believe  it  respectfol  on  my  part  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  excellency's  court'Cous 
communication  to  me  on  the  matter,  through  ms  excellency,  who  I  requested,  on  the 
15th  instant,  to  be  so  good  as  to  thank  your  excellency  for  me  for  your  politeness  in 
sending  it  to  me.    I  take  the  liberty,  therefore,  of  sending  a  copy  of  my  said  dispatch 

>  *'  Habiendo  oon  an  exoelsnda  el  Capitan-General  en  este  asimto."  I  cannot  make  sense  of  thiSb— 
Tbabslatob. 
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to  his  excelleucy  the  Captain  Geiieral,  and  also  copy  of  an  extract  from  another  dispatch 
sent  to  his  excelleucy  on  the  22d  instant,  in  relation  to  the  same  affair. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  excellency's  very  obedient 
and  humble  servant, 

ALEX.  GRAHAM  DL^XOP, 
Consul  General  oj  Her  BrtUanic  Jfajcsfy. 

His  excellency  Admiral  Malcampo. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  translation. 

RODRIGO  TAORIA. 
Havana,  Apnl  27, 1869. 

Mr,  Danlop  to  the  Captain  General, 

Havana,  April  15, 1869. 
Most  Excellent  Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  yesterday  to  receive  a  communication  frmn 
General  Malcamx>o,  which  contained  a  very  voluminous  document,  desijpated  ai*  a  de- 
cision  in  the  case  of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  recently  captured  m  English  wa- 
ters by  the  Spanish  gunboat  Audaluza.  Referring  to  the  said  dot-ument,  I  fomid  it 
therein  e^tabfished  that  the  Spanish  judge  or  court  has  delivered  the  opinion  that  tbf 
Mar}'  Lowell  is  a  legaUy-made  Sxiauish  prize ;  and  further,  that  the  x>roofJs  sent  here 
by  his  excellency  Governor  Walker  have  been  completely  ignored  and  set  aside.  As  I 
have  alrciidy  had  the  honor  to  correspond  with  your  excellency  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
I  would  respectfully  say  that  I  do  not  desire  t-o'continue  todo  so*  :  but  I  beg  your  excel- 
lency to  thank  General  Malcampo  for  the  trouble  which  he  has  takeu  in  conuuuuicatiug 
to  me  these  documents,  which  I  shall  nc»t  fail  to  send  to  my  government  by  the  fir!«t 
mail  steamer.  Meanwhile,  in  the  lack  of  special  instructions  with  regard  to  the  case 
from  my  superiors,  my  simple  considar  duty  is  to  lose  no  time  in  emphatically  reiter- 
ating to  your  excellency  the  formal  and  official  protest  incorjiorated  in  the  dispatch  to 
me  from  Governor  Walker,  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  which  extract  I  tniuscribed  to  yonr 
excellency  in  my  dispatch  dated  March  24,  in  which  Governor  Walker  complains,  aud 
asserts  that  the  Mary  Lowell  wsis  illegally  captured  by  force  in  British  waters,  with  an 
English  revenue  officer  on  board,  and  her  hatches  officially  sealed,  the  jiapers  and  other 
documents  of  the  vessel  then  being  in  the  custody  of  the  royal  ciustom-house  of  Rag- 
ged Island.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  reasons  or  causi'«  which  intiueuceil  tlie 
opinions  of  the  judge,  and  th(»refore  I  do  not  chiim  to  make  any  observations  to  him ; 
but  rerti>ectfully  refening  your  excellency  to  the  two  not-es  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
send  you  on  the  24th  and  27th  of  March,  aud  avoiding  all  alluwiou  to  the  justice  or  in- 
justice of  thos*}  o^)Lnions,  I  should  not  perfonn  my  duty  if  I  did  not  insist  iiarticularly 
on  your  rcconsidenug  the  report  and  the  asst^rtions  c^mtained  in  the  said  communiea- 
tions  from  Governor  Walker  with  respect  to  the  Marj-  Lowell.  As  such  questions  are 
not  new  to  me,  and  as  I  am  sure  that  yonr  excellency  will  recognize  the  difficulty  o( 
the  situation,  (the  Mary  Lowell  being  an  American  vessel,)  and  likewise  certain  that 
you  will  aid  me  in  doing  what  isjust,  I  propose  that  General  Malcampo  do  me  the  favor 
to  allow  me  to  receive  copies  of  the  entries  in  the  log-book  of  the  Audaluza  \*'ith  n'- 
gard  to  her  exact  position  when  she  captured  the  Alarj'  Lowell,  and  likewise  all  tht* 
particulai-s  of  the  case  as  they  are  stated  in  the  pHK-eedings,  without  any  regard  wliat- 
ever  to  the  opinion  of  the  judge,  to  the  end  that  I  may Ije  able  to  answer  questions 
which  will,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be  asked  by  my  superiors.  With  the  utmost  respei't 
to  your  excellency  and  to  General  M«alcampo,  I  venture  to  make  this  request ;  but  a> 
this  note  is  an  emphatic  protest  against  the  action  of  the  Audaluza  toward  the  Mary 
Lowell,  I  am  convmced  that  your  excellency  will  see  that  my  duty  is  clearly  defined, 
and  that  I  am  riji^ht  in  fulfilling  it,  in  order  to  reserve  the  rights  of  my  government, 
,  whatever  course  it  may  see  fit  to  adopt. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

ALEX.  GRAHAM  DUXLOP. 

I  certify  that  the  fore^ing  is  a  faithfiil  aud  correct  translation  of  the  English  orig- 
inal, which  I  have  rubricated. 

In  te«)timony  whereof  I  affix  my  signature  below  at  Havana,  on  the  27th  day  of 
April,  1869. 

RODRIGO  TAORIA. 

*  The  words  in  the  Spanish  document,  trom  which  this  translation  is  made,  which  are  here  tmialst«l. 
'*  I  wonld  respectfully  say  that  I  do  not  desire  to  coutiniie  to  do  so,"  present,  in  reality,  no  sense,  hsx- 
ing  evidently  heen  copied  wrong.  The  words  above  given  seem  to  farnish  the  most  obvious  meaning.— 
Translator.  • 
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Mr.  Vunlop  to  the  Captain  General. 

[Extract! 

Havana,  April  22,  18«9. 

I  have  received  no  reply  tmtn  yonr  excellency  to  uiy  communication  of  the  15tli  in- 
stant, in  relation  to  the  Americiin  brig  Mary  Lo^'ell,  in  which  I  had  the  honor  to  reit- 
erate to  your  excellency  the  official  protest  of  Governor  Walker  againnt  the  capture  of 
said  vessel,  and  also  to  address  a  respectful  request,  through  your  excellency,  to  Admi- 
i"al  MaIcaniTK»  in  relation  to  certain  cWumentw. 

A.  GRAHAM  DUNLOP. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  translation  agrec^s  with  its  original  in  English,  which  I 
have  nibricated. 
Havana,  April  27,  1869. 

RODRIGO  TAORIA. 

And  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  brigadier  general  in  command  of  this  aposta- 
dero,  I  issue  the  present  in  Havana,  on  the  7th  day  of  Mav,  1869. 

ADOLFO  NAVARRETE. 

Exainiued  and  found  correct. 

JOSfi  MALCAMPO. 

Lifit^f  the  ariides  and  WMniHtm^  of  war  found  on  board  of  the  hrig  Mary  Lowell,  captured 
hy  the  war  achooner  Andaluza. 

Three  ranuuers,  encased  in  wool ;  3  needles,  diamond  points ;  3  needles,  gimlet  point; 
7  barriqnetas,  with  clasps  or  buckles ;  42  bridle-reins ;  21  round  brushes  lor  grooming 
hones;  1  swing  bar;  5  complete  ball  molds;  40  pistol-bullet  molds;  3  leather  bags; 
60  solid  balls ;  42  horse-collaFS ;  2,761  straps,  with  buckles ;  37  Spencer  rifles ;  2.738 
cartridge-boxes ;  160  short  carbines,  Remington's  make ;  278,828  charges  for  Reming. 
ton, Speneer,  and  Minnie  rifles ;  840  Remington  rifles ;  5  gun-carriiiges ;  3  cannons;  13 
8hot-lM>xes ;  970  flannel  cartridges ;  500  canteens ;  61  instruments  for  unscrewing  the 
tubes  of  percnsaion  locks ;  42  stirrups ;  04  fusees ;  7  supports  for  carts ;  5,000  (]^uick 
mitches ;  186  bridles ;  21  bands,  with  clasps ;  11^  revolver  cases ;  1  furgon ;  1,700  Mmnie 
riies ;  80  boxes  containing  percussion  caps ;  100,000  ditto  for  Minnie  rifles ;  14  sets  of 
nmie  harness  for  the  animals  attached  to  each  side  of  the  iiole  of  the  wagon ;  28  ditto 
for  the  leading  mules ;  860  shells,  discharged ;  3  axes ;  6  cart-iioles ;  21  large  leather 
^wgs;  149  sets  of  cavalry  trappings;  98  gray  woolen  blankets:  100  cutlasses ;  1,889 
)N>ies  for  carrying  percussion  caps ;  10  barrels  of  i>owder ;  1  platform  for  artillery ;  2 
pickaxes  with  handles ;  1  ditto  without  handle ;  3  honse  lines  with  toggles ;  6  crow- 
bars; 7  jare  for  powder;  28  wheels  for  gun-carriages  and  ammunition  carts:  21 
flcrapers ;  130  Coirs  revolvers ;  42  outer  collars ;  2  sabers  for  officers;  31  bags  of  salt  in 
lumps;  2  linchpins  for  furgons ;  50  sabers  for  boarding  vessels;  1  worm  for  extracting 
charses  from  canons ;  64  straps ;  40  double  ditto ;  .1  mold  for  balls ;  40  traces,  with 
backles,  for  drawing  artiUery ;  2,346  bayonet  scabbards ;  6  violins ;  3  leather  buckets. 

Havana  Arsknal,  April  24, 1869. 

A  copy. 

JOSfi  AGASINO. 

Office  op  the  Commani>I3(g  Gemeiial  of  the  Apohtadero  of  Havana. 
To  the  end  that  it  may  be  nsed  for  all  proper  purposes  in  the  proceedings  relating  to 
tbe  capture  of  the  American  brig  Mar>'  Lowell,  I  herewith  send  yon  a  certified  copy^  of 
a  communication  received  from  the  English  consul,  together  with  documents  to  which 
«aid  communication  refers,  as  likeATise  an  account  of  tlie  cargo  found  on  board  of  said 
vessel.  May  God  preserve  you  many  years. 
Havana,  May  7,  1869. 

JOSfi  MALCAMPO. 
The  Jrix;E  of  this  Apostadero. 

Havana,  May  8, 18C9. 
liet  the  aboye-nientioned  official  conununication,  t<»gether  with  the  documents  ac- 
companyitig  it,  l>e  pla<-pd  with  the  pai>er«  of  a  like  nature,  for  such  purjioses  as  may  be 
proper. 

A6UILAR. 

LDO.  P.  BORREGO. 

l>on  Jacoljo  Alenuui  y  Gonzalez,  naval  lieutenant  of  the  first  class,  and  commander  of 
the  national  war-shooner  Andaluza,  says  as  follows:  I  give  full  and  general  power  to 
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the  amiy  captain  and  lieiitoiiant  of  marineB,  Don  Jos^  Rico  y  Cmcidas  (Cmceira»  *.)  to 
represent  my  i)er8on  and  ri^ht  in  all  that  relates  to  the  seizure  of  the  artillery,  arms, 
}Uid  munitions  of  war  which  were  captured  on  board  of  the  American  bri^  Man- 
Lowell,  and  he  may  in  my  name,  and  in  that  of  my  subordinates  on  board  of  this  viWl 
on  the  15th  day  of  May,  1869,  dispose  of  or  sell  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  arnw, 
implements,  and  other  munitions,  which  form  the  whole  quantity  seized,  making  the 
sale  in  such  manner  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  marine  court  of  tliis  apostadero,  or  the 
authorities  having  jurisdiction  in  this  case,  and  he  may  also  receive  such  sums  as  may 
be  produced  by  the  sale,  which  he  shall  deposit  in  such  places  as  may  be  desigiiatetl.  * 

Li  testimony  whereof  I  issue  the  present  in  the  Bay  of  Havana,  May  8, 1869. 

The  commander, 

JACOBO  ALEMAN  Y  GONZALEZ. 

Examined  and  found  correct. 

FEDERICO  DE  MARTINEZ. 

Don  Jos^  Rico  Cruceiras,  captain  in  the  army,  lieutenant  of  marines,  iu  couaeqneiicr 
of  the  proceedings  instituted  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  AmericaB  brig  Mary  Lowell 
and  cargo,  in  the  manner  most  conformable  to  law,  doth  say :  The  naval  lieutenant 
of  the  first  class,  and  commander  of  the  national  war  schooner  Andalnza,  Don  Jacolio 
Aleman  y  Gonzalez,  has  deputed  me  to  represent  him  in  said  case,  as  is  shown  by  the 
annexed  document,  which  I  hereunto  join,  in  due  form,  for  all  necessary  piirpos4>«.  1 
beff  you  to  be  pleased,  considering  said  document  as  having  been  presented,  to  order  it 
to  be  placed  with  its  antecedents,  and  to  consider  me  as  a  party  in  the  name  of  Aleman 
y  Gonzalez,  and  to  make  due  arrangements  with  me  in  matters  relating  to  the  case,  w 
the  attorney  of  said  Aleman  y  Gonzalez. 

JOSfi  RICO  Y  CRUCEIRAS. 

Havana,  May  8, 1869. 

Havana,  Ifoy  8, 1869. 
The  accompanying  document  having  been  presented,  let  it  be  placed  with  the  other 
papers  in  the  case,  and  let  the  army  captain  and  lieutenant  of  marines,  Don  Jos^  Rico 
Cruceiras  be  considered  as  a  party  in  this  case,  representing  Don  Jacobo  Aleman  y 
Gonzalez,  commander  of  the  national  schooner  Andafuza. 

MALCAMPO. 

AGUILAR. 

L.  PLACIDO  M.  BORREOO. 

Staff  of  Artillery  of  thk  Flebt. 
In  obedience  to  the  direction  which  you  were  pleased  to  give  in  your  viarginal  order 
of  the  annexed  official  communication,  in  which  you  order  an  examination  and  inspec- 
tion of  the  arms  and  other  munitions  of  war  which  formed  the  can^  of  the  American 
brig  Mary  Lowell,  the  undersigned  officers  have  visited  the  generalstorehonse  of  this 
arsenal,  where  the  said  arms  and  munitions  of  war  are  deposited.  An  inspection  of 
the  same  has  shown  the  arms  to  have  become  rusty,  and  the  leather,  the  mule  hainew, 
and  artillery  utensils  to  have  been  iignred  by  the  dampness,  and  it  should  be  remem- 
bered  that  if  these  articles  lie  kept  packed  as  they  now  are  their  condition  will  become 
so  impaired  that  they  will  be  useless. 
In  testimony  whereof  thev  sign  the  present  at  the  arsenal  of  Havana,  Ma^'  10, 1869. 

MIGUEL  BELLON, 

Captain  of  the  Park. 
BERNARDINO  DEL  SOLAR, 

LieMtenoMt. 
A  copy. 

FEDERICO  SANTALO, 

Lientemant  C<>lo9tl 

In  obedience  to  the  onlers  which  you  were  ]>leased  to  give  me  in  ytmr  official  com- 
munication of  the  7th  instant,  referring  to  the  war  material  which  was  fcmnd  on  boanl 
of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  capture<l  by  the  war  schooner  Andaluza,  and  is  de- 
posited in  the  general  storehouse  of  the  arsenal  of  this  place,  I  appointed  a  commissiou 
composed  of  the  captain  of  the  park,  .and  Lieutenant  Benuirdiuo  del  Solar,  to  the  ewl 
that,  making  a  careful  examination  of  these  articles,  they  might  report,  to  me  their 
present  coucUtion,  and  inform  mo  whether  the  manner  iu  w^hich  they  are  now  kejtt 
will  affect  their  preservation.  This  examination  having  been  made,  I  have  the  honor 
t4)  send  you  a  c>opy  of  the  report  made  to  me  by  the  aforesaid  officer's,  and  I  would  a<Ul 
that  I  share  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  same.    Mav  Grod  preserve  vou  many  years. 

Havana  May  10, 1869. 

FEDERICO  SANTALO, 

Lieuiemani  Colonel. 

The  Commandlng  General  of  the  Apoatadero. 
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Okdku. 

Havana,  May  12,  1869. 
Li?t  the  foregoing  oiticinl  commiiiiicatioii  and  the  n^piirt  of  th«  examination  made  by 
\\w  exiierta  Ih»  placed  with  their  untecedentH,  an<l  let  notice  bo  given  to  tlie  commandeV 
ofartillerj'  of  this  port,  to  the  end  that  lie  may  l)eplea8<»d  to  order  that  an  ai>]>rai»enient 
of  the  Htonnl  anuH  and  mnnitionn  be  made,  and  that  a  report  1m»  maile  of  tlie  result  by 
the  same  exi»ert8,  (or  by  others  wlio  may  l»edeHignate<l,)  t4i<5ethcr  with  those  who  maybe 
ap|K)inte<l  by  the  wpresentative  of  the  cai)tors,  and  let  said  rejiresentative  1k»  inforiiKMl 
<»f  this  order. 

J.  MALCAMPO. 

AQriLAR. 

L.  PLACIDO  M.  HORREGO. 

KXKC  rXKJX. 

lu  Havana,  on  the  KUli  ilay  of  May,  of  the  year  aforesaid,  I  visitecl  the  araenal  of  this 
place  for  the  puriiose  of  notitying  the  lieut4*iiant  of  marines,  Don  Jow^  M.  Kico,  of  the 
lon'guing  onler,  and  was  infonne<l  that  he  was  not  there. 

L.  BORREGO. 

Oil  the  14 til  of  May  of  the  same  year  I  visit«d  the  arsenal  of  this  idace,  and  having 
rJjere  met  the  army  captain  and  lieutenant  of  marines,  I><m  Jofl6  M.  Rico,  the  repre- 
sentative of  Don  Jacobo  Aleman,  commander  of  the  war  schooner  Andaluza,  I  notified 
him  of  the  foregoing  order  by  lemling  it  to  him  in  full,  and  furnishing  him  with  a  copy 
of  the  same.  He  then  replie<l  that  he  would  appoint  no  experts  for  the  appraisement 
uf  the  articles  in  (|nestion,  being  satisfie<l  with  whomsoever  the  commander  of  artillery 
iihould  select,  adding  that  he  would  be  satisfied  with  the  appraisement  which  they 
.Nbould  make ;  he  told  me  to  give  this  as  his  reply,  which  he  signed  in  my  presence.  To 
ihis  I  certify. 

JOSfi  M.  RICO. 

L.  BORREGO. 

NOTE. 

Tlie  couiMiunication  referre<l  t4»  in  the  foregoing  onler  avos  copied  on  a  sheet  of 
ttanqicvl  palter  of  the  fourth  class,  for  the  commander  of  artillery  of  this  ap(»st<adero,  (or 
)N)rt,)  and  IdeliverMl  it  to  the  alguacil,  Don  Manuel  Pa4lilla,  to  be  given  to  him. 

Havana,  19tli  of  the  same  month  and  year. 

On  the  same  day  the  alguacil,  Don  Manuel  Padilla,  said  liefore  me  that  he  had  de- 
livered in  the  arsenal  of  this  place,  the  residence  of  the  commander  of  artillery  of  this 
iwrt,  the  communication  above  referred,  to  which  I  certify. 

PADILLA. 

L.  BORREGO. 

MAFF  OF  AUTILLEKY  OF  TllK   FLEET,  OFFICE  OP  THE  COxMMANDING  GENERAL  OF  THE 

AP08TADER0  OF  HAVANA. 

Statemenl  of  the  value  of  the  war  material  belonging  to  the  American  hrig  Mar^  LoicelU  cap- 
tured by  the  tear  schooner  Andaluza, 

'3  rammers,  encased  in  wool,  at  6  escudos*  each. 

H  iieedlea,  diamond  points,  at  |  escudo  each. 

li  neeclles,  gimlet  points,  at  i  escudo  each. 

7  barrinuetas,  with  buckles,  at  4  eschdos  each. 

42  bridle-reins,  at  2  escudos  each. 

21  round  brushes  for  grooming  horses,  at  h  escudo  each. 

1  swing-bar,  6  escudos. 

5  complete  ball-molds,  at  H  escudos  each. 

4(»  pist4>l  biillet-nndds,  at  2  escudos  each. 

*<  leather  bags,  at  4  escudos  each. 

HO  solid  balls,  at  2  escudos  each. 

42  collars  for  horses,  at  6  escudos  each. 

2,761  straps,  with  buckles,  at  1  escudo  each. 

37  Spencer  rifles,  at  36  escudos  each. 

2,73b  cartridge-boxes,  at  4  escudos  each. 

160  short  carbines,  Remington's  make,  at  22  escudos  each. 

278,^28  charges  for  Remington,  Spencer,  and  Minie  rifles,  80  escudos  per  t'lonsan  1. 

*  There  ar«  encudm  of  different  values.  The  gold  e^Cvido  equals  #2.  The  silver  em  ndo  e.iUMls  »l.  But 
there  is  an  tmaginary  eacndo  worth  50  cents,  which  is  the  one  meant  by  the  Spaniards  of  Cnba  in  using 
this  word. 
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840  Remiugton  rifles,  at  26  cscudos  eacb. 

5  gun  carriages,  at  1,0CN)  escudos  each. 
3  cannons,  at  600  cscudos  eacb. 

13  sbot-boxes,  at  200  escudos  eacb. 

970  flannel  cartridges,  at  2-5  escudo  eacb. 

5(X)  canteens,  at  2  escndos  eacb. 

61  instruments  for  unscrewing  the  tubes  of  percussion  locks,  at  1  escndo  each. 

42  stirrups,  at  2  escndos  each. 

94  fuses,  at  2  escudos  per  package. 

7  supports  for  carts,  at  160  escudos  each. 

.'),000  quick  matches,  at  40  escndos  per  thousand. 

186  bridles,  at  16  escudos  eacb. 

21  bands,  Avith  clasps,  at  1  escudo  each. 

136  revolver  cases,  at  2  escudos  each. 

1  furgon,  at  1(K)  escudos. 

1,7(K)  Minie  rifles,  at  12  escudos  each. 

80  boxes  of  percussion  caps,  at  2  escndos  each. 

100,000  boxes  of  percussion  caps,  for  Minie  rifles,  at  2^  escudos  per  thousand. 

14  sets  of  mule  harness,  for  the  animals  attached  to  each  side  of  the  pole  of  the 
wagon,  at  68  escudos  each. 

28  sets  of  mule  harness,  for  the  leading  mules,  at  5  escudos  each. 
860  discharged  shells,  at  2  escudos  each. 
3  axes,  at  3  escudos  each. 

6  cart-poles,  at  30  escudos  each. 

21  large  leather  bags,  at  8  escudos  each. 

149  sets  of  cavalry  trappings,  at  20  escndos  each. 

98  gray  woolen  blankets,  at  4  escudos  each. 

100  cutlases,  at  6  escudos  each. 

1,889  boxes  for  carrying  percussion  caps,  at  ^  escudo  each. 

10  barr($ls  of  powder,  at  9-10  escudo  per  kilogram. 

1  platform  for  artillery,  at  160  escndos. 

2  pickaxes,  with  handles,  at  6  escudos  each. 

1  pickaxe,  without  handle,  at  5  escndos. 

3  hawse  lines,  with  toggles,  at  i  escndo  each. 
3  crowbars,  at  4  escudos  each. 

7  jars  for  powder,  at  34  escudos  each. 

28  wheels  for  gun-carriages  and  ammnnition  carts,  at  80  escndos  each. 

21  scrapers,  at  1  escudo  etich. 

130  Colt*8  revolvers,  at  6  escudos  each. 

42  outer  collars,  at  40  escudos  each. 

2  sabers,  for  officers,  at  10  escndos  each. 
»31  sacks  of  salt,  at escudos  each. 

2  linchpins,  for  furgons,  4  escudos  each. 

50  sabers,  for  boarding  vessels,  at  8  escudos  each. 

1  worm  for  extracting  charges  from  cannons,  at  4  escudos. 

74  straps,  at  8  escudos  each. 

14  double  straps,  at  8  escndos  each. 

1  mold  for  balls,  at  160  escudos. 

14  traces,  with  buckles,  for  drawing  artillery,  at  2  cscudos  each. 

2,346  bayonet  scabbanls,  at  ^  escndo  each. 

6  violins,  at  10  escndos  each. 


3  leather  buckets,  at  3  escudos  each. 

AitiiiENAL  OF  Ha\'ana,  June  1,  1869. 
A  copy : 


MIGUEL  BELLON,  Captain. 
BERNARDINO  DEL  SOLAR,  LienttwiMl 


FEDERICO  SANTALC, 

lAmttnant  Colwtl 


8TAKF  OF  AKTILLERY  OF  THE  FLEET,  COMMAXDAXCY  OF  THE  APOSTADERO  OF  HAVANA.— 

OFFICIAL.  NO.  131. 

Haying  received  your  communication  of  the  19th  of  May  last,  with  regard  to  the 
appraisement  of  the  arms  and  munitions  of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowefi,  captured 
by  the  war  schooner  Andaluza,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the 
statement  of  the  value  of  said  articles,  according  to  the  order  given  me  in  your  com- 
munication aforesaid.  May  God  preserve  von  manv  years. 
Havana,  June  7, 1869. 

FEDERICO  SANTALO, 

Lieutenant  OAo^- 
The  CoMMAXDiNii  General  of  the  Aimtadei-o. 
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ORDER. 

Havana,  June  12, 1869. 
Let  the  foregoing  official  eotuniuiiiration,  with  the  axrcompanyiiig  Rtatement  of  the 
value  of  the  articles,  be  placed  with  the  orders.  Let  the  statement  l>e  ratified  by  the 
experts  who  made  it,  they  appearing  in  the  study  of  the  judge  on  snch  day  and  at  such 
honr  as  they  may  appoint  with  the  <'lerk  of  the  court.  Let  the  commander  of  naval 
artillery  be  notified,  to  the  end  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  order  the  powder  contained 
in  the  ten  barrels  mentioned  to  be  weighed,  so  that  the  number  of  kilograms  may  be 
known. 

MALCAMPO. 

A(iUILAR. 

L.  PLACIDO  BORREGO. 

NOTE. 

.    The  official  communication  which  pre<'edes  the  foregoing  order  to  the  commander  of 
uaval  artillery  of  this  port  was  dispatched,  and  I  delivered  it  to  the  alguacil,  Don 
Manuel  Padilla,  to  l>e  delivered  to  him. 
Havana,  same  date  as  above. 

KXECUTION   OF   ORDEIl. 

On  the  same  day  appeared  before  me  the  alguacil,  Don  Manuel  Padilla,  and  said  that 
he  bad  delivered  at  the  office  of  the  commander  of  naval  artillery  of  the  port,  (apostn- 
dero,)  the  official  communication  referred  to  in  the  note  on  the  other  side,  to  which  I 
certifv. 

L.  BORREGO. 

PADILLA. 


On  the  same  day  I  visited  the  royal  arsenal,  and  Don  Miguel  Bellon  being  present, 
1  notifie<l  him  of  the  order  on  the  other  side,  and  he  signed  it,  to  which  I  certify. 

MIGUEL  BELLON. 
ACOSTA. 

ANOTHER. 

On  the  same  day  I  gave  information  thereof  to  Don  Bernardino  del  Solar,  to  which 
I  certifv. 

BERNARDINO  DEL  SOLAR. 
ACOSTA. 

STAFF  OF  ARTILLERY  OF  THE  FLEET,  OFFICE  OF  COMMANDING  GRNERAL  OF  THE  AIV)S- 
TAl>ERO  OF   HAVANA.^OFFICIAL  NO.  138. 

Havana,  June  17, 1669. 
In  obedience  to  your  superior  order  of  the  12th  instant,  which  becomes  a  part  of  the 
expediente  •  in  the  case  of  the  brig  Mary  Lowell,  captured  by  the  war  schooner  Anda- 
luza,  I  have  ordered  the  ten  barrels  of  powder  found  on  board  of  said  Mary  Lowell  to 
be  weighed.  This  has  been  done,  and  each  one  has  been  found  to  contain  fifty  kilo- 
grams of  the  said  material. 

Which  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you,  in  reply  to  your  official  communication  afore- 
said.   May  God  preserve  you  many  vears. 
Havana,  June  15, 1869. 

FEDERICO  SANTALO, 

Lieutenant  Colonel. 
The  Commanding  General  of  the  Apostadero, 

To  the  judge. 

MALCAMPO. 

L.  PLACIDO  BORREGO. 

DECREE. 

Havana,  June  19,  186J. 
Let  the  foregoing  communication  of  the  commander  of  naval  artillery  be  Joined  with 
the  papers  to  which  it  belongs ;  let  that  part  of  the  order  of  the  12th  instant  which  has 
not  been  obeyed  now  be  obeyed,  and  considering  that  among  the  articles  found 
on  board  of  the  brig  Mary  Lowell  there  are  thirty-one  bags  of  coarse  salt ;  Don  Juan 
Francisco  Tabemillas  and  Don  Miguel  Oclioa,  experts  in  this  branch,  are  appointed  to 

*  Expediente :  Jndicial  pTOceediDgii,  procen-verbal :  nil  the  papers  relating  to  a  caflc. 
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fix  the  just  price  of  tlio  same,  and  thej*  will  be  informed  of  the  appoLntmeuty  for  thoir 
acceptation,  and  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  couMed  to  them. 

MALCAMPO. 

AGUILAR. 

L.  PLACIDO  BORREOO. 


The  commanding  general  has  not  yet  signeil  the  foregoing  order  (auto)  on  account 
of  being  at  sea. 
Havana,  June  2Sj  of  the  said  year. 

EXKCITIOX. 

In  Havana,  on  the  30th  of  the  same  month  and  year,  I  went  to  the  store  of  Don 
Miguel  Ochoa,  and  he  being  present,  and  I  having  informed  him  of  the  appointment 
contained  in  the  foregoing  order,  he  said  that  he  ficcepted  it,  and  he  did  accept,  swear- 
ing that  ho  would  perform  his  duties  well  and  faithfully,  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and 
knowledge.    To  which  I  certify. 

MIGIT^L  OCHOA. 
ACOSTA. 

ANOTIIEK. 

In  Havana,  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  of  the  said  year,  I  went  to  the  store  of  Don  Juan 
Francisco  Tabernillas,  and  having  informed  him  of  his  appointment,  made  by  the  fort;- 
going  order,  he  said  that  he  accepted  it,  and  he  did  accept,  swearing  that'  he  would 
perform  the  duties  thereof  faithfully  and  well  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  ability. 
This  he  said  and  signed ;  which  I  attest. 

JUAN  FRANCISCO  DE  TABERNILIJIS. 

ACOSTA. 

IIATIFICATION  OF  I>OX  MIGUEL  llELLOX. 

In  Havana,  on  the  13th  day  of  July,  1869,  before  the  judge  (auditor)  appeared  Don 
Miguel  Bellon,  captain  of  the  staff  of  artillery  of  the  fleet,  who  made  oath  that  he  acted 
according  to  orders,  and  having  seen  the  valuation  of  the  arms  and  war  material  of 
the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  he  ratified  it  in  all  its  part«,  and  declared  under  oatli 
that  what  he  then  stated  was  true.  He  read  the  document,  declared  that  it  wa«  cor- 
rectly and  faithfully  written,  and  signed.    To  which  I  certify. 

TRAVIESO. 
MIQUEL  BELLON. 

Beforome, 

CARLOS  DE  ACOSTA. 

ANOTHEH,  OF   IH)N   BERNAKDINO   I>EL  SOLAK. 

In  Havana,  on  the  13th  of  July,  1869,  before  the  judge  (auditor)  appeare<l  Don  Ber- 
nardino del  Solar,  lieutenant  of  naval  artillery,  who  m^eoath  that  he  acted  according 
to  orders,  and  having  seen  the  evaluation  of  the  arms  and  war  material  of  the  American 
brig  Mary  Lowell,  which  he  made  together  with  Don  Miguel  Bellon,  and  which  bean 
the  date  of  June  1, 1869,  he  ratified  it  in  all  its  parts,  and  declared  under  oath  ihnt 
what  he  then  stated  was  true ;  he  read  the  document,  declared  that  it  wan  correctly 
and  faithfully  written  and  signed  ;  to  which  I  certifv. 

'  TRAVIESO. 
BERNARDINO  DEL  SOLAR. 
Before  me, 

CARLOS  ACOSTA. 

OFFICE   OF  THE   COMMANDIM'r   GENKIJAL  OF  THE   APOJ^TADERO  OF   HAVANA. 

His  excellency  the  vice-president  of  the  board  of  admiralty  sends  me,  under  date  of 
the  13th  of  last'month,  the  following  order:  "In  order  to' give  the  capture  of  the 
Mary  Lowell  a  definite  sentence  and  character,  since  it  must  still  be  the  object  of  a 
second  investigation,  and  in  order  that  the  minister  of  state  may,  after  the  confirmation 
of  the  sentence  of  the  Havana  court,  know  what  course  he  must  take  in  the  matter  of 
the  claims  to  which  this  capture  gives  rise  on  the  part  of  some  foreign  governments,  it 
becomes  necessary  for  you  to  send  with  all  speed,  and  without  losing  a  mail,  all  tho 
originals  of  the  papers  relating  to  the  said  capture  of  the  Mary  Lowell  to  this  superior 
authority,  or,  in  lack  thereof,  certified  co])ies  of  the  same,  taking  care  that  they  l>e 
complete.    This  order  I  give  you  that  it  may  be  most  strictly  foltilled.'^    And  I  trans- 
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mit  it  to  you  that  it  may  bo  fiiltilletl  by  the  court.    May  God  preserve  you  many 
jeare. 

Havana,  August  6, 1869. 

JOSfi  MALCAMPO. 

The  JriKiE  ( Ai'DrroR)  of  the  Jpo«tadero. 

mwv.n. 

Havana,  August  7,  1869. 
Let  the  order  pveii  by  his  excellency  the  vice-preHident  of  the  board  of  a^lmlralty 
ou  the  13th  of  the  month  last  past,  which  order  appears  transcrilied  in  the  foregoing 
official  couimnnication,  l>e  kept,  fulfilled,  and  performed.    Let  it  lie  placed  with  its  an- 
tfcwlents,  and  let  all  proper  arrangements  be  made. 

MALCAMPO. 

TRAVIESO. 

C.  DE  ACOSTA. 

REPORT. 

To  ike  Brigadier  General  in  comnmnd  of  the  apostadero : 

Tliese  procecdiugs  having  been  examiueil  with  the  scrupulous  care  demanded  by  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  as  well  as  by  his  excellency  the  vice-president  of  the  board 
of  a<huiralty,  in  his  communication  transcribed  in  the  official  note  of  the  6th  instant,  to 
l)e  found  on  folio  135,  and  the  manner  of  proceeding  to  be  adopted  from  the  beginning 
having  l>een  cousidered,  aA  likewise  the  state  in  which  the  matter  now  is,  the  judge 
thinks  that,  in  order  to  fulfill  the  said  superior  order  as  far  as  i>os8ible  and  practicable, 
it  is  proper,  firstly,  that  the  appraisers  proceed  immediately  to  estimate  the  thirty]-one 
ba^  of  salt  in  grain  which  was  found  on  board  the  Mary  Lowell  when  she  was  seized, 
for  the  which  duty  they  were  commissioned  bv  decree  of  the  9th  of  July  last.  Sec- 
ondly, that  afterward,  without  interfering  with  the  foregoing  requirement,  you  will 
proceed  to  make  an  exact  copy  of  all  the  writ,  and  formally  certified  to  by  the  notary, 
Iw  remittance  to  the  vice-president  of  mlmiralty,  as  was  decreed.  Thirdly  and  lastly, 
that  yon  will  by  the  first  mail  inform  his  excellency  of  the  idea  intended  in  the  accom- 
plishinent  of  his  orders,  as  also  the  measures  of  which  this  speaks.  In  this  manner  you 
may  grant  or  resolve  whatever  you  may  judge  most  proper. 

Havana,  August  13, 1869. 

JOSfi  MARCELINO  TRAVIESO  Y  JIMENEZ. 

DECREE. 

Havana,  August  13, 1869. 
I  am  couf<»nuabIe  to  the  foregoing  suggestion,  and  let  it  be  carrie<l  out. 

MALCAMPO. 
CARLOS  DE  ACOSTA. 

EXECUTION. 

In  Havana,  on  the  same  day,  month,  ami  ^ear,  I  awaited  upon  Francisco  Tabemillas, 
at  his  store,  who,  being  present,  I  notified  htm  by  reading  and  giving  him  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  decriM',  instructing  him  of  the  opinioik Of  the  auditor  as  to  the  part  referring 
to  him,  to  which  I  certify. 

JUAN  FRANCISCO  DE  TABERNILLA8. 
ACOSTA. 

EXECUTION. 

In  Havana,  ou  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  I  notified  Miguel  0<dioa,  present  in  his 
.store,  by  reading  and  giving  him  copy  of  foregoing  decree,  instructing  him  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  auditor  as  to  the  ])art  referring  to  him  therein,  to  which  I  certify. 

MIGUEL  DE  OCHOA. 

ACOSTA. 

NOTE. 

On  a  sheet  of  office  i>a|)er,  fourth-class  seal,  the  communication  referred  to  in  the  fore- 
going writ  was  resi»ecttully  dispatched  to  his  excellency  the  vice-president  of  admi- 
ralty, iniierting  therein  the  opinion  of  the  auditor,  to  which  said  det^ee  devolve<l. 

Havana,  14th  day  of  same  month  and  year. 

[Signature  of  the  notary'.] 

EXECUTION. 

On  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  I  mailed  the  document  referred  to  in  the  i>rece<ling 
note,  and  certified  to.    I  certify. 

ACOSTA. 
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In  Havana,  14th  day  of  AugUHt,  1869,  personally  apiK'arcd  l^efore  nie,  Juau  Franoincn 
Tabemillas  and  Mignel  Ochoa,  appraiHers  namexl  for  the  estimating  the  value  of  thirty-one 
bags  of  salt  found  among  other  things  on  boanl  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell^  Meize<l 
by  the  national  war  schooner  Audaluza,  and  said  :  That  they  ha<l  been  to  the  arwnal 
and  surveyed  the  thirty-one  baskets  of  salt  in  grain  which  are  deposited  there,  l>eloiig- 
ing  to  the' cargo  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  which  they  calculate<l  to  contain  five  arrobas  each 
one,  apd  that  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  ability,  guide<l  by  their  ex- 
perienca  and  pralctice  in  the  traffic  of  this  and  other  similar  articles,  they  believe  eaoli 
one  of  saicl  baskets  is  worth  seventy-five  cents,  or  one  and  oue-hiilf  escudo  in  silver. 
This  they  anked  to  be  noted  as  the  result  of  the  appraisement  which  had  bc^en  intnist^l 
to  them,  and  signed  this  liefore  me,  and  to  which  I  certify. 

JUAN  FRANCISCO  TABERNILLAS. 

MIGUEL  OCHOA. 

CARLOS  DE  ACOSTA. 

KXKCITION. 

On  the  16th  of  the  same  mouth  and  year  I  transferred  the  writ  to  the  office  of  the 
auditor,  to  which  I  certifv. 

ACOSTA. 

Havana,  Augtist  18,  1869. 
Let  the  foregoing  executions  practical  be  ratifie<l,  under  oath,  by  the  appraiser  that 
signed  them,  appearing  immediately  after  being  notifi(Hl,  at  the  office  of  tne  auditor ; 
and  let  the  attesting  of  the  writ  be*proceede<l  with  accoi-ding  to  luid  in  the  terms  a^ 
before  ordered. 

MALCAMPO. 

TRAVIESO. 

CARLOS  DE  ACOSTA. 

NOTE, 

Although  the  preceiling  onler  bears  date  of  18th,  it  wjis  not  signed  until  the  lant  mo- 
ment to-cuay,  by  the  brigadier  general  commanding  the  naval  station. 
Havana,  20th  of  the  same  month  and  year. 

[Rubric] 

EXECUTION. 

On  the  same  <lay,  month,  and  year  I  went  to  the  store  of  Miguel  Oehoa,  and  being 
there  present,  I  notificMl  him  of  the  foregoing  writ  by  the  reading  of  and  copy  of  same. 
I  certify. 

MIGUEL  OCHOA. 
ACOSTA. 

ANOTHER. 

On  the  same  day,  month,  and  year  I  went  to  the  st4)re  of  Juan  F*co  Taliemillas,  and 
being  there  present,  I  notified  him  of  said  writ  by  the  reading  of  and  copy  of  same.  I 
certinr. 

JUAN  FCO  TABERNILLAS. 

ACOSTA. 

RATIFICATION  OF  JUAN  F^CO  TABRRNTLL.48. 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  August  20, 1869,  personally  appeared  before  the  auditor  mag- 
istrate of  the  naval  station,  Juan  F'co  TaWmillad,  and  said  that  he  was  bom  in  the 
province  of  Santander,  in  this  vicinity  and  community,  of  age,  and  married,  who,  put 
under  oath  as  prescribed  by  law,  offered  to  swear  to  the  truth,  and  who  having  read 
and  understood  well  the  contents  of  writ  on  folio  one  himdred  and  thirty-nine,  said  that 
he  ratifies  every  word  contained  in  said  writ,  to  which  he  has  nothing  to  add  or  take 
off,  and  that  the  signature  at  the  foot  is  his  own  handwriting  and  for  such  is  respon^- 
ble.  And  he  further  declares  his  statement  to  be  the  truth  under  oath ;  the  above  waft 
read  to  him,  and  in  conformity  signed  same  together  with  the  auditor,  before  me,  to 
which  I  certify. 

TRAVIESO. 

JUAN  FCO  TABERNILLAS. 
Before  me, 

CARLOS  DE  ACOSTA. 
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ANOTHER  OF  MIGUEL  OCHOA.       ' 

In  the  ever  faithfnl  city  of  Havana,  Angiiffit  20,  1869,  personally  appearetl  liefore  the 
aaditor  magiatrate  of  the  naval  station,  Mignel  Ochoa,  and  said  ne  was  a  native  of 
8antander,  of  this  vicinity  and  community,  marrie<l,  and  of  age,  who,  put  on  oath  as^ 
pn?scr!be<l  by  law,  oflfereil  to  swear  to  the'truth,  and  who  having  l>een  shown  and  read 
the  writ  on  folio  139  to  hw  entire  satisfaction,  said  that  he  ratifies  said  writ  in  all  it« 
)>art«,  and  that  he  has  nothing  to  add  to  or  take  off  from  it,  that  the  signature  at  the 
foot  is  in  his  own  handwriting,  and  for  such  is  resiK>nsible,  as  the  same  he  subscribed  to 
on  the  14th  instant,  for  which  purpose  lie  had  ap]>eared  in  the  office  of  the  notary.  He 
further  declares  that  under  oath  his  statement  to  Ije  the  truth.  The  aliove  was  read  to 
him,  which,  in  conformity,  he  signal,  together  with  the  auditor,  before  me,  to  which  I 
certifv. 

TRAVIESO. 

MIGUEL  OCHOA. 

CARLOS  DE  ACOSTA. 

DECUEK. 

Havaxa,  August  21,  1869. 
Having  seen  the  aforesaid  ratifications  ftilfilled  as  per  writ  or  decree  of  the  18th  of 
the  present  month,  let  the  rest  be  immediately  executed  in  reganl  to  the  attesting  and 
remittance  of  a  certified  copv  of  the  writ. 

MALCAMPO. 

TRAVIESO. 

CARLOS  DE  ACOSTA. 

NOTICE. 

To  the  Brigadier  Getwral  Commandant : 

Having  tenuinate<l  the  certificates  or  attesting  that  you  saw  lit  to  have  taken  from 
this  office,  in  your  decree  of  the  13th  of  the  present  month,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
preceding,  I  render  account  that  you  may  determine  what  you  judge  proper, 

Havana,  Angvat  26,  1869. 

CARLOS  DE  ACOSTA. 

DECREE. 

Havana,  August  26, 1869. 
The  writs  Iteing  clear  and  approve<l  be  it  de<'ree<l  that,  in  virtue  of  the  notice  from 
the  notary,  and  considering  all  other  requirements  that  this  cause  may  ^ive  rise  to,  the 
court,  with  the  attesting  of  the  same  completely  terminated,  has  sufficient,  l>earing  in 
mind  besides  that  for  the  purposes  referred  to  in  the  8ui>erior  decree  on  folio  135,  the 
]>reflenting  of  the  original  is  much  more  efficacious  where  facts  that  have  taken  place 
<lnring  the  course  of  a -cause  may  be  seen  and  examined  with  distinctness  and  greater 
clearness ;  and  considering,  finally,  that  having  terminated  altogether  the  measures  re- 
qnired  for  judgment  up  to  the  pronouncing  of  the  sentence  or  decision,  it  has  not  been 
nor  is  it  possible  to  conclude  what  corresiionds  to  it,  owing  to  questions  that  may  arise 
out  of  it  as  a  necessary  inference,  let  the  decree  be  carried  into  effect,  understanding  that 
the  remittance  of  the  original  should  be  made,  notwithstanding  the  anterior  ortler, 
which  by  this  decree  is  changed,  out  of  greater  respect  for  the  superior  authority, 
which,  with  the  notice  that  precedes,  shall  be  filed  with  the  testimony  already  re- 
ferred to. 

MALCAMPO. 

TRAVIESO. 

CARLOS  DE  ACOSTA. 
x<yrE. 

In  order  to  give  execution  t43  the  foregoing  decree  I  have  attested  at  the  continuati<m 
of  the  testimony  of  this  writ  that  they  remain  in  the  office  of  the  notary  of  this  sta- 
tion, referring  to  the  decree  and  notice  of  the  same  notary,  on  whom  it  devolves. 

Havana,  27th  of  the  same  month  and  vear. 

[Rubric] 

Office  of  the  Commanding  General  of  Marine 

OF  the  Naval  Station,  Havana. 
The  vico-president  of  admiralty  informs  me  of  that  which  I  copy,*  under  date  of  Ist 
Decemlier  last :  The  writ  made  at  that  naval  station,  arising*  from  the  seizure  of  the 
American  brig  Mary  Lowell,  loaded  with  contrabrand  ot  war,  by  the  war  schooner  An- 
dalnza,  on  the  15th  day  of  March  last,  having  passed  for  the  information  of  the  counsel 
of  state,  said  high,  body  agreed  to  the  following : 

YoifR  Excellency:  The  counsel  has  examined  the  writ  originating  from  the  seiz- 
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lire  of  the  Anierioaii  brie  Mary  Lowell,  captured  by  tlio  Spanish  war  Hchoouer  Auda- 
luza  on  the  15th  day  of  March  last,  and  fulfilling  the  wishes  of  your  excellency,  in  an 
order  of  27th  of  September  last  to  me,  by  which  said  writ  should  lie  remitted  to  it,  let 
it  be  transmitted  to  infonu  your  excellency  of  that  which,  in  their  judgment,  might 
be  resolved  at  the  present  time  on  the*  subject.  I'^ni  the  antecedents  it  results  tSat 
the  marine  authorities  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  having  received  news  and  assurances  of 
the  landing  of  aims  and  material  of  war  for  the  insurgents  was  being  attempted  on 
their  coast,  the  commanders  of  the  steamer  Blasco  de  Garay  and  the  schooner  Africa, 
commissioned  for  that  purpose,  went  to  Ragged  Island,  and  there  had  occ^ision  to  find 
out  that  the  brig  Henry  Burtleu,  loaded  with  Cubans,  and  the  brig  Mary  Lowell,  "with 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  had  arrived  at  that  port.  That  in  consequence  of  thia  the 
schooner  Andaluza  was  dispatched  to  said  place  ibr  the  puri>ose  of  capturing  the  Mar>' 
Lowell  just  as  soon  as  she  would  be  out  of  the  watera  under  English  jurisdiction.  That 
said  ve^ssel,  having  got  imder  way  from  said  i^ort  on  said  15th  day  of  March,  at  10 
oVlock  in  the  morning,  under  pretext  of  changing  its  anchorage,  the  schooner  Andaluza 
followed  her  movements,  and  that  at  1  o'clock  in  the  aftenioon  a  Peruvian  i]ionit4n- 
was  seen  in  the  distance,  and  the  brig  being  pursued  was  making  an  inwanl  tack  and 
navigating  toward  her.  She  lieing  then  on  the  high  w^a  and  already  in  free  waters  the  An- 
daluza intimated  to  her  to  surrender,  and  boarded  and  captured  her,  finding  on  tioanl  :i 
number  of  anus  in  the  cabin  and  gun-carriages  on  deck.  Having  raised  the  summary' 
of  information  according  to  the  regulations,  it  appears  that  the  captured  brig  bad  no 
captain  on  board,  nor  any  papers  that  would  give  her  true  nationality,  althoa^li  Ix*- 
fore  the  capture  she  had  raised  the  American  nag ;  that  according  to  the  depositions 
of  the  commander,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  schooner  Andaluza,  conformable  with  the 
notes  made  on  her  log-lwok  table,  she  was  more  than  six  miles  from  shore ;  that  tlie 
sailors  of  the  Mary  Lowell  made  tlieir  declarations  in  the  summaiy  and  difffer  in  their 
statement  as  to  the  distance,  two  of  them  stating  it  to  be  a  mile  and  a  half,  one  three 
miles,  and  the  other  between  three  and  four ;  that  a  cockade  was  found  on  deck  (folio 
21)  like  those  the  insurgents  in  Cuba  use,  and  that,  according  to  the  said  sailors,  were 
worn  bjr  some  of  the  Cuban  passengers  on  board ;  that  according  to  the  inventory  oi 
the  articles  found  on  board,  the  Msiry  Lowell  only  had  charts  for  navigating  to  the 
Island  of  Cuba  and  to  Florida,  (folio  60;)  and  finally,  that  her  cargo  consisted  (folio 
118)  of  arms  and  material  of  war,  such  as  projectiles,  carbines,  sabres,  a  number  of 
beltfi,  three  cannons,  and  five  gun-carriages.  Having  completed  the  summary  without 
citing  or  hearing  the  captured  parties  in  their  defence,  the  junta  of  the  naval  Rtati<m 
of  Havana,  by  previous  suggestion  of  auditor,  decreed  that  the  said  vessel  and  her 
cargo  was  a  goinl  prize,  and  that  the  crew  should  be  placed  in  lil>erty,  becaust?  of  their 
not  being  complicated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  liable  to  punishment.  Un  to  this  all 
the  antecedents  are  successive!}'  noted  down,  and  from  which,  however,  tliere  apjiears 
no  document  to  have  been  found  on  board  the  Mary-  Lowell,  so  that  it  cannot  be  known 
exactly  who  is  the  owner  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  not  even  who  was  the  captain ; 
for  the  same  reason,  if  the  utility  of  this  is  shown  in  the  writ,  it  is  no  less  certain 
withal  that  the  proceeding  is  defective  always,  when  the  junta  of  the  station  should 
have  summoned  those  who  believed  themselves  legally  entitled  to  said  vessel  and  caign, 
granting  them  sufficient  time  to  appear  and  make  up  their  defence.  This  routine  is 
essential,  because  its  omission  would  constitute  a  defect  sufficient  to  make  the  whole 
proceedings  null,  and  so  indispensable  that,  for  the  reason  that  the  nation  of  a  capturnl 
party  has  the  right  in  the  exercise  of  its  sovereignty  to  judge  and  decide  as  to  the  le- 
gality of  a  prize  of  war,  it  is  more  rigidly  obligatory  to  observe  the  routine  and  fomts 
as  established,  and  more  so  that  which  refers  to  the  defence,  in  order  to  illustrate  the 
question  by  more  additional  djita,  and  that  the  ultimate  decision  may  carrj'  with  it 
more  guarantee  of  impartiality  and  correctness.  If  you  consider,  besides,  that  the 
,  omission  of  this  requirement  might  give  foundation  to  an  international  claim  (|ueHtioii. 
it  is  one  reason  more  why  this  case  should  be  proceeded  with  as  in  others  equal  to  it. 
in  which  it  is  very  carefully  nrocui-ed  to  summon  and  conce<le  sufficient  time  to  the 
cajitured  parties  for  preseiitmg  their  exoneration  and  defence.  In  face  of  this  the 
counsel  cannot  now  anticipate  its  o})inion  as  to  the  legality  of  the  prize  in  question, 
but  reserve  it  until  the  writ  be  proi)erly  prepared  to  that  effect.  In  the  meauwhilf 
this  suggestion,  that  the  writ  be  returned  to  the  commaiuler  general  of  the  naval  sta- 
tion in  Havana,  in  order  that  the  junta  of  prizes  may  issue  the  summons  to  the  inter- 
ested parties  by  an  edict  published  in  the  gazette  of' the  superior  civil  government  ot, 
the  Island  of  Cuba,  conceding  to  them  the  necejssary  time  to  api>ear  and  become  in- 
formed <»f  the  writ,  and,  if  they  appear,  that  they  may  lie  heard  attentively ;  or  if,  ou 
the  other  hand,  they  do  not  appear,  then  let  it  be  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the 
regent  of  the  kingdom,  fii-st  consulting  in  council,  as  the  law  recpiires,  thougli  your 
excellency  can  direct  that  which  in  your  judgment  may  deem  most  pii>per.  By  agret^ 
ment  of  the  admiralty  I  transfer  to  you  for  returning  the  aforesaid  summary-,  in  order 
that,  with  all  inmsible  brevity,  the  summoning  and  other  requirtsments  wliich  in  the 
foregoing  suggestions  are  advised  may  be  made,  it  being  n€H.*essar>'  to  return  it  again 
to  this  coqioration  for  another  consiileration  of  the  said  council ;  and,  including  the 
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6aid  writ  alluded  to,  I  transmit  it  to  you  tlirotigh  the  prinoi])al  court  of  this  station  for 
fnlfiUmeuty  rei'omuiending  the  Hhortent  iHiHsible  brevity,  in  order  that  it  may  bo  re- 
tamed  to  the  executive  authority  witli  that  disimtch  that  tlie  urgency  of  thin  subject 
miiiires.    May  God  jireaerve  ytni  many  years. 

Havaxa.  January  10,  1870. 

Auditor  of  the  naval  station. 

JOSE  MALCAMPO. 
To  thi  (iemral  Commanding  the  Xaval  Station  : 

Haviug  prommuced  sentence  on  the  12th  of  April  last,  (see  folio  110,)  the  undersigned 
had  DO  authority  to  alter,  change,  or  mmlify  it,  much  less  to  declare  it  null,  for  want  of 
e88ential  formalities.  It  Avas  for  that  reason  that  notliing  was  manifest^  to  you  on 
this  particular  p<»int,  as  inferred  from  the  simple  reading  of  your  suggestion,  (folio 
1<$7,)  expressing  the  opinion  that  it  belonged  to  a  higher  authority  to  manifest  its  opin- 
ion on  that  subject.  Seen  in  this  light,  then,ihe  auditor  gives  to  understand  that  you 
Klioald  not  only  order  the  filing,  approval,  ami  execution  of  the  letter  written  by 
the  admiralty  inst^rted  -in  the  ju-eceding  d(H>unient,  but  immediately  thereafter  and 
without  delay  pr(K'ee<l  through  the  junta  of  prizes  to  notify  the  parties. interested  in 
the  captured  v«*sHel  Jind  cargo,  as  also  the  captain  of  the  same,  by  m^|^8  of  qdict«i  in 
le^l  form,  and  which  will  Tm»  published  l>eside  in  the  Gazette  of  IBMlna;  to  ^hom 
thirty  days  from  the  last  publication  will  be  given  to  appear  at  the  omce*W  the  ii&tar>% 
and  be  informed  of  the  writ  in  the  customary-  manner,  and  having  discharged  the  fore- 
jrping,  together  with  a  certificate  of  the  result,  return  the  writ  to  the  council  for  its 
(lispoMal.  Such  is  my  opinion,  which  you  can  approve  or  rectify,  accoMing  to  your 
judfrment. 

Havana,  Jannanj  10, 1870. 

JOSfi  MARCELINO  TRAVIESO  Y  JIMENEZ. 

<C>MMAXI)ANT   GKNKRAL  I)K   MAUINKS,   OFFIC^K   OF  THE  XAVAL  STATION   OF  HAVANA. 

Havana,  January  18,  1870. 
In  conformity  with  the  preceding  let  a  meeting  of  the  junta  of  the  station  under  my 
prc»iden<'y  1m?  convened,  in  order  to  consider  this  subject  before  any  other,  attending 
the  auditor  aiwl  notary  public  of  the  principal  court. 

MALCAMPO. 

OKFICK  OF  THK   COMMANDINO   (tKNKKAL  OF  MARINK8    OF   XAVAL  STATION    AT  HAVANA. 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  20th  day  of  Jannar>%  1870,  the  junta  of  the  naval  sta- 
tion ossembleil  under  the  pn^sidency  of  the  commanding  general,  contra  admiral  of  the 
anuada  Josd  Malcampo  y  Mon,  and  composed  of  the  following  members :  Captain  Ma- 
tea  Gracia,  audian  in  tUe  navy,  and  commander  of  the  arsenal ;  Jos^  Agasino,  chief  of 
the  executive ;  Santiago  Moreno,  chief  of  the  board  of  health ;  Manuel  Girart,  lieuten- 
ant in  the  navy  and  commander  of  the  engineer  corps ;  Enrique  Santalo,  lieutenant 
colonel  and  commander  of  artillery ;  Sigundo  Vigodet,  second-class  commissarj^  of  ma- 
rine ;  Jos<^  Maria  Autram  y  Montato,  acting  secretary,  lieutenant  hi  the  navy  and  secre- 
tary of  the  commandant  generals ;  also,  Jos^  Marcelino  Travieso  y  Jimenez,  auditor 
of  the  station,  and  Placido  Manuel  Borigo,  notary^  public  of  the  commamlant  generals, 
considered,  an<l  agreed  upon  the  following : 

The  president  took  the  tloor  and  manifested  to  the  junta  to  its  having  been  deputed 
for  the  pnrpose  of  considering  the  writ  formed  in  consequence  of  the  seizure  of  the 
American  l»rig  Mar>'  Lowell,  loade<l  with  articles  of  war,  by  the  national  schooner  An- 
dalnza,  on  the  Ifith  day  of  March,  last  year,  and  which  this  same  tribunal  declared  a 
good  prize  on  the  12tli  of  April  following.  The  secretary  rea<l  the  onler  of  the  ailmi- 
ralty  noted  in  the  proceeding,  under  date  of  the  6th  of  August  of  said  last  year,  in  which 
the  transfer  to  hi|^her  authority  was  advised  for  the  pnriKise  of  giving  a  character  of 
detinit<»  to  the  decision,  which  was  clone  by  sending  it  thnnigh  mail  of  the  15th  of  the 
following  Septeml»er.  He  also  read  another  order  from  the  admiralty  under  date  of  Ist  of 
Decemljer  last,  returning  sai<l  writ  of  proceedings  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of 
t]ie  council  of  state,  which  high  b<xly  is  of  the  opinitm  that,  on  the  part  of  the  tribunal 
of  prizes  of  the  station  or  the  junta  of  economy,  the  most  essential  requisite  in  cases  of 
this  nature  was  omitted,  and  tlnit  is  the  not  having  siunmoned,  in  the  official  jounial  of 
the  high  civil  government  of  this  island,  thosi?  who  accredited  themselves  with  a  right 
to  the  vessel  and  cargo,  giving  them  sufficient  time  to  form  their  defense  before  dictat- 
ing the  decree  of  the  12th  of  April,  declaring  it  a  fjootl  prize.  At  this  stage,  and  it  being 
then  so  indispensable  a  rt»quisite  tliat  your  decision  is  not  only  liable  to  be  made  null 
in  reference  to  the  past,  bnt  also  to  give  rise  to  well  founded  inotives  for  international 
clanns ;  therefore,  the  tribunal  being  formed  again  let  it  agive  to  summons,  through  the 
official  organ,  any  i>erson  wh(»  may  consider  themwlveK  to  have  a  right  to  the  vessel  and 
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to  the  csirjjo  she  carried,  in  oitler  that  they  may  appear  to  answer  -within  the  tenii  that 
may  he  name<l ;  that  when  present  they  may  he  heanl  attentively,  or  in  case  they  do 
not  appear,  let  the  same  junta  of  prizes  dictate  anew  resolution,  which  will  he  sub- 
mitted, with  a  return  of  this  writ  to^  higher  authority.  Afterwanl  the  secretary  read 
the  delil)eration  of  the  auditor  on  the'  12th  of  the  present  month,  with  reference  to  tb«* 
following  resolution,  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  process  should  he  file<l,  noted,  and 
executed  without  delay,  not  only  by  posting  edicts  in  the  legal  form,  summoning  the 
parties  interested  in  the  capturecl  vessel  and  cargo,  but  th.at  also  said  edicts  lie  puhli8he<l 
in  the  gazette  of  the  capital,  giving  them  the  teim  of  thirty  days  after  the  last  an- 
nouncement, to  appear  at  the  notary  publics  of  the  olfice  of  the  commanding  genenil, 
to  inform  themselves  of  the  expedient  in  the  customary  way.  The  junta,  advised  of 
everything,  agreed,  unanimously,  to  carry  out  the  resolution  of  the  adniiralty  in  acconl- 
ance  with  the  opinion  cxpresseil  by  the  council  of  state,  and  approval 'of  the  auditor  ol 
the  station  present  at  the  act,  and  with  that  proposed  in  his  resolution  niiit<^  to  the 
writ,  that  the  posting  of  the  edict  in  the  -customary  way,  as  also  the  summoning  in  tbt- 
official  gazette  in  terms  alreadv  expressed,  be  proceeded  with  immediatelv. 

JOSfi  MALCAMPO. 

MATEA  GRACIA. 

JOSfi  AGAEINUS. 

SANTIAGO    MORENO. 

SEGUNDO  VIGODET. 

FREDERICO  SANTALOS. 

MANUEL  GIRART. 

JOSfi  MARCELINO  TRAVERIO. 
..JOSfi  MARIA  AUTRAM. 


That  on  this  date  the  summary  raised  by  the  seizure  of  the  Mary  Lowell  by  the  An- 
daluza,  with  the  resolution  of  the  admiralty,  and.  the  act  of  the  junta  of  prizen,  dated  \ 
20th  ultimo,  was  delivered  by  the  secretary  of  the  commandant  general  of  the  station  j 
in  Havana,  this  19th  day  of  F<'bruarv,  IWO.  i 

[Rubricatwl.] 

On  the  21st  of  the  sjuuo  month  and  day,  I  notified  the  anditor,  and  delivered  these 
writs  into  his  possession.    I  certifv. 

PDO.  BURREGO.  j 

.        I 

DKCKKK. 

Havana,  Februartf  22,  1<?70. 
Let  the  resolution  of  tho  Junta  of  prizes  at  its  meeting  on  the  20th  of  January  last        I 
be  archived  and  executed ;  therefore,  by  means  of  edicts  as  is  customary,  and  inserting 
same  in  the  Gazette  of  Havana,  summons  the  parties  interested  in  the  vesiiel  and  cargi^        j 
captured  by  the  Andaluza,  including  the  captain  of  same,  who,  within  thirty  days  after 
the  last  edict  and  announcement  shall  appear  at  the  office  of  the  notary,  to  be  in- 
formed of  what  had  been  done  in  reganl  to  said  prize.    This  done,  report  to  whom  it 
corresponds,  with  a  certificate  of  what  mav  be  the  result.  ] 

MALCAMPO  TRAVIERRO. 

PLACEDO  M.  BORREGO. 

NOTE. 

That  lx)r  the  summons  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  decree  I  have  (lis]>atched  three 
edict*  in  the  terms  as  stated. 
Havana,  2341  of  same  month  and  yejir. 

[Rubricateil.] 

KXECUTION. 

On  the  same  day,  month,  and  year  I  went  to  the  old  company  of  steamers'  office  in 
the  bav  and  iiosted  one  of  the  edicts  issued.    I  certify. 

PDO.  BORREGO. 

ANOTLI£K. 

On  the  siimo  day,  month,  and  year  I  went  to  the  Tacon  Market  and  poste<l  another 
of  the  edicts  issuetl.    I  certifv. 

PO.  BORREGO. 

ANOTHER. 

On  the  same  day,  montli,  and  year  I  went  to  the  office  of  the  Havana  Gazette  an<l 
delivered  the  remaining  edict  isHued  for  publication  in  said  wriodical.    I  certify. 

PDO.  BORREGO. 
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I  ctrrtify  that  then?  wiw  publwht'd  in  the  Huvaiiu  Guzetto  of  the  Uayn  5th,  Ctli,  and 
("th  of  March  hwt,  uuiiiIktm  55,  56,  and  57.  the  edict  aumiiioiniig  the  captaiu  and  other 
parties  interewted  in  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell  and  her  <*argo,  in  conformity  to 
dis))08itiou  made  in  writ  of  22d  of  Febniary  la«t»  and  that  in  anBwer  to  which  no  one 
h^  prfHented  hinujelf.  lu  tentiniony  thereof,  I  wign  the  jn'em'nt  in  Havana,  April  12, 
Itf/O. 

CARLOS  DE  ACOSTA. 

NOTA. 

That  I  annex,  in  continnation,  an  edict  which  this  nioniing  I  took  down  from  tli« 
wharf  in  the  old  company  of  steaniern  in  the  bay. 
Havana,  date  aH  alwve. 

[Rnbrir.] 

KI»ICT 

J(m6  MalcamiM»  y  Mon,  <'ontra*ailuiiral  and  coninninder  general  of  nuirine  at  this  naval 

Htatiou. 
By  the  preneiit  e<lict  I  r»ummons,  convoke,  and  cite  the  captain  and  other  intere»ted 
parties  in  the  American  brig  Marj-  Lowell  and  her  cargo,  captured  by  the  war  Hchooner 
Aadftlnza,  to  apjiear,  within  thirty  days  after  the  laHt  edict  and  announcement,  at  the 
office  of  the  heatl  notary  public  of  this  Htaticui,  under  charge  of  Placido  Maria  Uorrego, 
to  be  infonned  of  what  hjwl  taken  place  in  consequence  of  naid  capture.  That  it  \h  m* 
ordere^l  with  the  advice  of  the  auditor-Judge  of  the  Htatiou  in  the  writ  drawn  up  on 
the  subject  of  Haid  seizure. 

JOSfi  MALCAMPO. 
Havana,  February  23, 1870. 
Bv  order  of  Iiih  Excellency : 

PDO.  BORREGO. 

Havana,  Apiil  2,  1870. 
Kevine^l,  terminated,  and  diHpoaiMl  of  by  this  court  of  adtuiralty,  elevate  this  writ  to 
the  commanding  general  of  the  station,  in  order  that  he  may  convoke  under  his  presi- 
dency the  junta,  cirtistitutwl  into  a  prize  court,  am\  proceeil  to  new  resolutions,  which 
will  l>e  submitted  to  the  regent  of  tlie  lanil  fc»r  his  appnibatioti  after  consulting  with 
his  council,  as  the  law  detennines. 

MALCAMPO  TRAVERO. 
CARLOS  DE  ACOSTA. 

XOTK. 

That,  with  the  transmission  of  the  writ  t^>  the  c»flicc  of  the  commaudiug  general  of 
the  naval  stiitiim,  I  resi>ectfully  discharged  my  duty,  that  they  might  l>e  delivered  to 
the  secretary'  of  the  commanding  generalat  his  ofllce. 

Havana,  cUite  as  al>ove. 

AC08TA. 
Most  excellent  JrxTA  of  the  naval  8laHoHy  constituted  into  a  prize  court : 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  auditor,  on  constituting  you  into  a  prize  court,  to  infonn  you 
mos{  minutely  of  the  facts  of  the  process,  ana  conclude  by  counselling  you  what, 
acconling  to  law,  you  should  prepare  and  order  in  the  sentence  or  definitive  decision. 
The  undersigue<l  would  be  gratified,  and  even  honored,  if  he  could  discharge  well  S4> 
worthy  as  imixirtant  a  trust ;  but,  considering  that  said  duty  has  be^^n  already  dis- 
charged with  such  luster  by  his  pre<lecessor  (on  folio  99)  and  the  foUowing  with  thew* 
writs;  that  the  a4lmiralty,'in  its  resolution  iiiseried  in  the  onler  (folio  143)  dated  10th 
of  January  of  the  present  year,  said  nothing  nor  mlvised  anything  against  him  ;  that 
that  aforetsaiil  c<uirt  was  convened  only  for  summoning  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  cap- 
tured vessel  and  of  its  respective  car^o,  that  they  may  a]>pear  at  the  court,  be  summa- 
rily heard,  and  justice  a<lministerod  in  the  customary  form ;  and,  in  coiudiuiiou,  that, 
liaVing  complied  with  that  order,  no  advancement  was  made,  because  no  one  IumI 
appeared  iii  said  court ;  considering  that  you  understand  that,  by  reading  the  aforesaid 
information  on  folio  99,  you  rei>eat  what  he  leaves  set  forth,  you  ought  to  hold,  and  con- 
sider it  as  reiirodnced  by  the  undersigned  and  as  if  insertcnl  here  in  this  place,  letter 
for  letter,  he  has  nothing  to  add  there  to  what  is  therein  stated,  not  one  single  line  or 
a  dot  should  l>e  abided  or  taken  off.  Tlie  leading  and  material  tacts  of  the  process  an^ 
at  this  nionienttho  same  as  existed  on  the  12th  of  April  of  last  year— al)solutely  identi- 
lal  in  circumstances.  Neither  have  the  captors  of  the  brig  Mary  Lowell  adde<l  or  taken 
off  anything  from  that  which  was  then  composed,  nor  much  less  have  the  captors  added 
or  taken  oft  anything  from  same.  Therefore,  why  augment  the  numlter  of  folios  of  this 
process  with  a  new  niquiry,  excessively  delaying ;  with  what  object  or  why  weary  this 
tribunal  with  rei>eating  that  which  with  perfect  clearness  and  nicety  is  there  found 
completely  set  forth  T 

The  fact»  are  to-day,  as  I  have  before  said,  the  same  as  existed  and  would  exist  when 
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Henteiice  wan  pnHioniioecl,  TIi'im  is  iiudoubtablp.  The  legal  re^fiilatioiis*  on  which  tliat 
waa  founded  not  only  liavt*  not  been  HUpi)reNHed  or  derogated,  but  even  not  c<»ncede<i  iu 
the  hypothenis  that  it  might  be.  The  new  one  eonld  not  be  of  8<»rvice  in  the  present 
iuBtance,  on  account  of  not  having  strength  or  retniaotive  power  any  sovereign  ord- 
inance. For  which  rea^onH  the  auditor  concludeH,  lirHt,  by  reproducing,  as  he  df>e* 
reproduce,  the  statement  on  folio  99,  in  order  that,  being  ordered  to  be  read,  it  may  1h» 
coufliderecl  in  the  present  act;  second,  by  counselling  you  that,  in  default  of  the  owner 
or  owners  of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell  and  her  respective  cargo,  to  proceed  to 
pronouncing  the  sentence  ;  third,  that,  in  conclusion,  that  it  Iteiug  in  conformity  to  the 
dictation  ot  the  l)efore  mentioned  statement  on  folio  99,  it  should  be  submitted  to  the 
regent  of  the  land  for  his  approbation,  after  consultation  iu  council  according  to  law. 
Such  are  the  statements  of  the  undersigned,  which  he  submits  to  the  well  known  illus- 
tration of  the  gentlemen  who  compose  this  high  tribunal,  in  order  that  [in  order  that] 
you  may  form  your  rescdutiim,  or  determine  what  Y<m  mav  think  l>est. 

JOSfi  MARCELLING  TRAVERO  Y  JIMENEZ. 
Havana,  April  23,  1870. 

OFFICE  OF  COMMANDIXIJ    (lENEKAL  OF    MAK1XK8  OV  THE  NAVAL  .STATION   AT   HAVANA. 

Havana,  Jpril  23, 1870. 
Let  the  secretary  convene  the  prize  court  for  a  meeting  at  12  o'clock  on  25th  of  present 
month,  under  my  presidency,  requesting  the  attendance  of  the  auditor  and  the  ansistaut 
notary  public  of  the  court  at  the  act. 

MALCAMPO. 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  (»n  the  25th  day  of  April,  1870,  the  prize  court  of  the  naval 
station  asHeiiibleil  at  the  commandant  general's,  under  the  presidency  of  Jcmm^  Malcampo. 
the  contra-admiral  of  the  armada  and  commanding  general,  and  comp<ised  of  Gabriel 
Pitadariega,  major  general  of  the  same  and  captain  in  the  navy ;  Mateo  Garcia  Augnan. 
of  my  grade,  commander  of  the  arsenal ;  Jos^  Agazil,  first-class  commi8sar>'  and  chief 
of  executive ;  Santiago  Moreno,  chief  of  board  of  health ;  Enrique  Sautalo*  lieutenaot 
colonel  of  artillery  of  the  armada ;  Eduardo  Frieudo,  second  engineer  and  commander 
of  the  coq>s;  Segueudo  Vigodet,  second-class  commissary ;  Jos^Autran,  tirst  lieutenaot 
in  the  navy  and  secretary  of  the  commanding  general ;  also  assisting  Jon<^  Marcellino 
Travero,  the  auditor,  and  Carlos  de  Acosta,  the  assistant  notary  of  the  court.  The 
]}rooeeding8  commenced  by  the  undersigued  reiiding  of  the  whole  of  the  learned  writ 
arising  from  the  capture  of  the  American  brig  Mary  Lowell  with  a  cargo  of  arms  and 
.materiel  of  war  for  the  insurgents  of  this  island,  to  which  is  added  the  resolution  of 
the  ailmiralty,  together  with  that  which  was  returned,  for  fulfillment  of  the  require- 
ments  to  which  the  same  refers,  and  that  given  from  the  last  dtseourse  in  writing  and 
fh>m  the  statement  by  the  auditor,  and  that  produce<l  by  the  act  from  which  the  order 
of  the  high  authority  appears  carried  out ;  so  that,  notwithstanding  the  execution  of 
said  orders,  the  writ  which  the  court  is  occupiexl  with  appears  in  the  same  situation  and 
under  the  same  circumstances  as  it  did  when  the  sentence  was  pronounce<l  as  in  foliv 
110  and  112,  inclusive.  The  tribunal  being  well  infonuetl  of  all,  and  after  a  delil>erat«l 
<liscussion,  resolved  to  c^nifinu,  as  it  does  confinn,  the  aforesaid  sentence  of  the  12th  of 
April  of  last  year  in  all  its  parts,  based  ui>on  the  same  foundation  and  antecedentiwas  it 
had  then  in  view,  for  declaring  the  capture  of  the  American  brig  Mar>'  Lowell  by  tlw* 
war  schooner  Andaluza  on  the  evening  of  the  16th  day  of  March  of  the  same  year  a 
lawful  prize,  sentencing  the  captain  of  said  vessel,  and  any  others-  that  may  present 
themselves  and  allege  tneir  right  to  said  vessel  and  her  cargo,  in  <lefault  of  appi*arancy. 
notwithstanding  the  suumions  insert^Ml  in  the  ofticial  Gazette  of  this  city  on  the  5th. 
6th,  and  8th  of  March  last,  and  after  having  more  than  elapsed  the  stii»ulate<l  time  of 
thirty  days,  fixed  for  the  appearance  of  any  one  who  consideriMl  they  hn4i  a  right  to  said 
vf^ssel  and  cargo.  No  one  appeturetl  to  validate  siu»h  right,  and  so  it  defines,  uLho,  iu  the 
writ,  with  a  certificate  of  the  notary,  (folio  157.)  the  n»sult  of  which  also  confirms  the 
sentence,  since  the  fitters  out  <»r  owners  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  convinced  as  tliey  oujrht 
to  have  l)eeii  of  their  illegal  expwlition,  it  did  not  appear  probable  that  they  would 
prt^sent  themselves  to  make  any  claim,  fleeing  the  responsibility  that  imdoubte<lly  they 
would  have  to  assume  from  the  moment  thi\v  conf«\Hsed  thenwelves  authors  of  such  a 
criminal  enteqmse.  Finally,  the  tribunal,  after  leaving  testimony  in  the  etmrt  of  the 
executions  that  have  lH*en  a^hb^l  t«  the  writ,  ai)art  fnnn  th<*  rewdution  of  the  mlmiralty, 
on  tblio  143,  let  it  be  returned  to  the  superior  authority,  in  contbnnity  to  the  iirojMvsition 
made  in  the  instructions  of  the  audit^»r  for  a  definitive  decision,  and  which  his  excel- 
lency the  president  and  other  memlM*rs  that  com|M>sed  the  tribunal  signe<l. 

.lOSP:  MALCAMPO.  FREDERICO  SANTALOS. 

MATEO  GARCIA.  EDIWRDO  FRIENDO. 

GABRIEL  PITADAVIEGA.         .lOSfi  MARCELINO. 

SANTIAGO  MORENO.  TRAVIERO  Y  JIMENEZ. 

JOSI5  AGASINO.  JOSfi  MARIA  AITRAN. 

8EOITNDE  VIGODET.  C^ARLOS  DE  ACOSTA. 
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NOTE. 

That  at  II  o*clock  thiB  murniiig  this  summiu-y  ot*  17:i  leaves  was  delivered  at  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  the  commaudini;  general  of  thlH  statiou,  relative  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Ainerican  hrig  Mary  Lowell  by  the  war  schooner  Andahiza,  in  which  state- 
ment is  found  the  resolution  of  the  most  excellent  prize  court,. under  dat«  of  April  25 , 
of  the  present  year;  and  in  testimony  thereof  I  certify. 

ACOSTA. 

Havana,  Mag  13, 1»?70. 


That,  in  virtue  of  the  order  of  his  excellency,  the  commanding  general  of  admiralty, 
I  make  the  delivery  of  this  writ  to  Jose  Antonio  Gsniez,  the  notary  Tiained  for  this  naval 
Rtation, 

A('OSTA. 
HAy.\NA,  May  IH,  le<7(K 

Havana  Mag  21,  1870. 
Revised :  Let  the  resolntion  of  the  most  excellent  prize  court  in  their  declaration  of 
April  25th  la«t,  on  folio  162,  he  archived,  approved,  and  executed,  making  the  transfer 
as  eoon  as  possible. 

MALCAMPO  TRAVIERO. 
J.  A.  GOM£Z. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  COMMANDING  UKNEKAL  OE  MARINE  OF  THE  NAVAL  STATION  AT  HAVANA 
ADMIRALTY.— COUNCIL  OF  STATE. 

Moot  Excellent  Sir  :  The  council  has  examined  the  learned  writ  arising  out  of  the 
capture  of  the  American  Brig  Mary  Lowell  by  the  Spanish  war  schooner  Audaluza  on 
the  15th  day  of  March  last,  and,  fulfilling  your  excellency's  order  of  the  27th  of  Sep- 
tember last,  said  writ  was  transmitted  to  your  excellency,  that  you  might  decree  what- 
ever you  thought  most  proper  in  your  judgment  in  regard  to  it.  From  the  foregoing 
it  results  that  the  marine  authorities  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  having  received  news  and 
private  letters  that  the  landing  of  anus  and  materiel  of  war  for  the  insurgents  was 
being  attempted  on  the  coast,  the  commanders  of  the  steamer  Blasco  de  Qaray  and  the 
iwhooner  Africa  were  pat  in  commission,  and  for  that  purpose  went  to  Ragged  Island, 
aud  there  hacl  an  oppoilunity  of  ascertaining  that  the  brig  Henry  Burden,  loaded 
with  Cubans,  and  the  brig  Mary  Lowell,  with  cargo  of  arms  and  materiel  of  war,  had 
Arrived  at  that  port ;  that,  in  consequence  of  this,  the  schooner  Andaluza  was  sent  to 
that  port  to  capture  the  Mary  Lowell  as  soon  as  slie  would  go  out  of  the  waters  under 
English  jurisdiction ;  and  that  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  said  15th  day  of  March, 
that  vessel  having  sailed  from  port  under  pretext  of  changing  her  anchorage,  the 
schooner  Andaluza  followed  her,  and  that  at  1  o'clock  in  the  evening  there  appeared  in 
the  distance  a  Peruvian  monitor.  The  brig  pursued  made  an  inward  tack,  steering  for 
her,  and  being  already  in  free  waters,  the  Andaluza  intimated  to  her  to  surrender,  and 
hoarded  and  captured  her,  finding  in  the  cabin  a  number  of  arms  and  some  gun  car- 
riages on  deck.  The  summary  of  information  having  been  made  up  according  to  the 
regulation,  it  appears  that  the  brig  had  no  captain  or  papers  on  board  that  would 
accredit  ite  real  nationality,  although  before  the  seizure  it  raised  the  American  flag ;  that 
according  to  the  declarations  of  the  commander,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  schooner  Anda- 
luza, in  conformity  with  the  statement  of  the  log-book  table,  the  capture  wAs  made 
more  than  six  miles  from  the  coast ;  that  the  sailors  of  the  Mary  Lowell,  who  also  tes- 
tified in  the  summary,  differ  in  regard  to  the  distance,  two  of  them  testifying  that  it 
was  only  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  coast,  another  three  miles,  and  the  others  from 
three  to  four ;  that  a  cockade  was  found  on  deck  (folio  21)  like  those  use<l  by  the  insur- 
gents in  Cnba,  and  which,  acconling  to  said  sailors,  were  worn  in  the  hats  of  some  of  the 
Cuban  passengers ;  that,  according  to  the  inventory  of  articles  found  on  lK>ard,  the 
Mary  Lowell  only  had  charts  to  navigate  to  Floritla  and  the  island  of  Cuba,  (folio 
<i();)^  and,  lastly,  that  her  cargo  consisted  (folio  118)  of  articles  aud  materiel  of  war, 
Nuch  as  projectiles,  a  large  number  of  carbines  and  stibres,  belts,  three  cannon,  and 
live  gnn  carriages.  The  summary  having  been  completed  without  citing  or  hearing 
the  party  captured,  the  Junta  of  the  naval  station  at  Havana,  with  the  previous  opin- 
ion of  the  auditor,  dictated  the  resolntion  declaring  said  vesnel  and  her  cargo  a  lawful 
prize,  onlering  the  crew  to  be  placed  at  liberty  for  not  having  been  found  sufficiently 
complicated  to  make  them  liable  to  punishment.  So  far  the  antecedents  were  being 
Moccessively  revised,  but  on  account  of  having  found  no  documents  on  board  the  Mary 
Lf)well,  it  could  not  be  known  exactly  who  was  the  owner  of  said  vessel  and  cargo,  nor 
even  could  it  be  determined  precisely  who  was  her  captain  for  the  same  reason,  although, 
in  regard  to  the  latter,  there  is  proof  in  the  writ ;  however,  notwithstanding  this,  the 
process  was  defective,  because  tne  Junta  of  the  naval  station  should  have  summoned 
those  who  claimed  for  themselves  a  right  to  said  vessel  and  cargo,  conceding  them  a 
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siifDcieiit  time  in  whicli  to  appear  and  make  tlieir  defense.  TIiIh  proceeding  in  mj 
essential  that  its  omission  Avould  constitute  a  sufficient  cause  of  defect  in  form  to  pru- 
•duce  a  nullity  of  the  process,  and  so  indispensable  that  for  the  same  cause  that  the 
jrovernment  of  the  captured  party  has  the  power  to  make  use  of  its  sovereign  ripht. 
in  judging  and  deciding  as  to  tlie  legality  of  prizes  of  war,  it  is  more  rigidly  obliged  to 
observe  tlie  rules  and  forms  already  established,  and  much  more  when  they  refer  to 
the  defense,  in  order  to  give  to  the  subject  more  data  of  elucidation,  and  that  tlie  ulti- 
mate decision  may  carry  with  it  more  proof  of  impartiality  and  correctness.  If  it  is  con- 
sidered, bcsiile,  that  the  omission  of  this  requisite  could  give  well  founded  motive:*  to 
international  claims,  it  is  one  reason  more  that  the  process  should  he  the  same  sm  in  other 
like  cases,  in  which  care  is  taken  very  cautiously  to  cite  and  concede  sufficient  time 
to  the  captured  parties  to  present  their  response  and  defense.  In  virtue  of  which,  the 
council  could  not  anticipate  its  opinion  as  to  the  legality  of  the  prize,  reserving  tlir 
giving  of  it  until  the  writ  was  in  due  form,  and  they  were  better  prepared  for  it.  lu 
the  meantime  there  was  an  order  to  return  the  writ  to  the  commanding  general  of  th*- 
naval  station  at  Havana,  in  onler  that  the  prize  court  might  give  the  siunmons  to  the 
interested 'parties  by  means  of  edicts  that  would  be  inserted  in  the  official  Gazette  i»f 
tJie  superior  civil  government  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  concede  to  tUem  a  sufficient 
time  as  in  their  judgment  necessary  to  appear,  and  inform  them  of  the  writ,  and  that 
they  could  present  themselves  and  be  carefully  heard,  or,  on  the  contrary,  if  they  did  Dot 
appear,  to  dictate  a  new  resolution,  which  would  be  submitted  to  the  regent  of  t\w 
land  for  bis  approbation,  after  a  previous  consultation  with  the  council,  as  tlie  law  rt- 
quires.    Your  excellency,  however,  will  resolve  whatever  is  most  proper. 

Madrid,  November  13,  1870. 

His  excellency  the  president, 

ANTONIO  DE  LAS  RIOS  Y  ROSAS. 
The  acting  secretary  general, 

ANTONIO  ALEANTRAS. 

His  excellency  Minihtkr  of  Marink. 

It  is  A  copy. 

ANTEQUERA. 

This  is  an  exact  cop.y  of  the  original  to  which  it  is  i*eferred,  and  to  which  I  certify, 
by  order  of  his  excellency  the  commanding  general. 

JOSl^.  MARIA  AL'TRAN, 

Seoreiarjf. 
Havana,  May  22, 1870. 

OFFICE  OF  CK»MMANDING  OENKUAL  OF  MARIN K8  OF  THE  NAVAI.  STATION  AT  HAVANA. 

His  excellency  the  vice-president  of  ailmiralty  communicates  to  me,  under  date  of 
April  last,  tlie  following : 

Mo8T  Excellent  Sir:  The  representatives  of  the  United  States  having  sohcit^d 
from  the  secretary  of  state  a  cop^-  of  the  writ  or  documents  of  the  seizure  of  the  Man' 
Lowell,  prosecuted  before  the  prize  court  of  this  station,  the  cabinet  of  8tat«  having 
assembled  to  consult  as  to  whether  said  copy  coukl  be  given,  that  being  under  pro- 
cess^ said  high  body  communicated  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  marine  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Most  Excellent  Sir  :  By  order  of  the  regent  of  the  land,  issued  by  the  miiii«trY 
under  the  worthy  charge  of  'your  excellency  on  the  2(1  instant,  the  ccmucil  ia  urgeatlv 
charged  to  ascertain  if  a  copy  of  the  writ  of  the  seizure  of  .the  brig  Mary  Lttweli. 
while  said  writ  is  under  process  as  it  is  at  present,  can  be  given  in  response  to  tli«' 
claim  made  by  said  minister  of  the  United  States  in  the  name  of  his  govemiiH^Df. 
With  said  order  is  tranamitt^nl  the  note  passed  by  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  that 
republic,  on  the  19th  of  March  last,  to  the  minister  of  state,  iuaiating  that,  withoai  fur- 
ther delay,  the  copies  of  said  documents  relating  to  said  seizure  should  be  delivered  to 
him,  and  which  he  had  asked  for  Isom  the  authoritieii  at  Havana,  who  refused  to  give 
them  until  they  received  instructions  fn»m  the  government  at  Modrid.  Acconling  to 
the  ant>ecedeuts  that  exist  in  this  council,  the  writ  being  ready  and  prepared  for  th» 
Judging  of  the  seizure  of  the  Maiy  Lowell,  the  prize  court,  of  the  naval  station  at 
Havana  dictated  a  resolution  declaring  it  a  legitimate  prize,  and  your  excellency  having 
consulted  this  body  as  to  the  approval  of  said  re8oluti<m,  the  council,  in  statement  «»t 
16th  November  last,  proposed  to  your  excellency,  to  which  you  agreed,  that  it  sbouW 
l>e  retume<l  to  commanding  general  of  naval  station  in  onler  that  the  junta  might 
fitimmou  the  parties  interested  in  the  prize,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  a  rarr- 
ful  hearing,  and  in  case  they  did  not  appear,  to  dictate  a  new  rescdution  that  would  Ih* 
submitted  to  the  regent  of  the  laud  for  his  approval.  It  is  seen,  therefore,  that  the 
stage  at  which  the  question  stands  allows  the  process  to  be  made  public  without  danger, 
aa  there  might  have  been  while  executing  the  requirements  necessary  for  fear  it  miglit 
impede  a  perfect  research  of  the  facts  ujwn  which  the  seizure  is  based.    Under  such  • 
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ccmoeption.  all  parts  of  the  writ  nhould  l)e  made  manifeHt  to  the  captured  parties,  in 
order  that  they  may  examine  and  draw  fri»in  them  their  defense  and  the  justification  of 
their  ri^ht,  and  nothing  is  more  easy  than  that,  during  the  process,  they  should  be 
shown  also  to  the  ccmsnl  of  the  United  States  in  Havana,  who  is  the  public  agent,  under 
whose  protection  the  commerce  of  that  capital  with  his  country  is  intrusted  and  under 
whose  care  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  republic  are  placed*,  as  stipulated  by  treats 
U'H  and  besides  who,  like  all  consuls  representing  the  public  trust,  can  authorize  and 
legalize  the  copies  that  the  plenii>otentiary  desires,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
h<,>  may  communicate  to  him.  But,  as  at  *^  the  same  time,  it  maybe  proper  to  avoid 
fiirtlier  claims,  the  representative  of  the  United  States  should  be  accpminted  with  the 
legality  of  the  proceedings  in  this  case,  and  with  the  exactness  of  the  fonns  and  rules 
e$9tablishe<l  by  our  laws,  and  most  principally  by  those  referring  to  the  defense  of  cap- 
tnre<l  parties.  For  these  reasons  the  council  adjudges :  1.  Tliat  your  excellency  can 
cause  It  to  be  transferred  to  the  minister  of  state  that  he  may  make  for  the  plenipoten- 
tiary an  authorized  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  council  on  the  16th  of  November  last, 
in  which  the  points  jost  mentioned  are  deilne<l,  if  you  have  given  your  ap)UX)bation  to 
same.  2.  That  order  be  given  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  naVsd  station  at  Havana, 
that  the  writ  may  be  shown  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  the  office  of  the  sec- 
retary of  the  prize  court,  in  order  that  he  may  take  from  the  same  copies  of  the  docu- 
ments that  he  may  desire.  3.  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  be  informed  of  this 
resolution  that  he 'may  ^ve  instructions,  in  time,  t4>  said  consul,  and  recommend  to  him 
the  utility  that  said  copies  should  be  taken  by  said  functional^,  together  with  the  sec- 
retary of  the  prize  court,  and  in  as  shtu't  a  time  as  possible,  in  order  that  this  incident 
may  not  impede  the  regular  coiuwe  of  the  nnn-ess  and  its  quick  termination,  as  justice 
deniands.  The  which,  by  resolution  of  admiralty,  I  transmit  to  your  excellency  for 
yonr  information,  and  to  the  end  that  the  expedieutc  may  be  exhibited  for  reference  to 
the  consul  of  the  United  States  in  this  city,  and  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  take  the 
copies  he  may  require,  in  conformity  to  the  consultation  or  advice  of  the  council  of  state, 
and  I  transmit  you  a  copy,  including  a  certified  copy  of  the  document  to  which  the  in- 
closed refers,  for  your  infonnation,  and  which  added  to  the  writ  of  the  Mary  Lowell, 
with  it«  eflTects,  may  operate  with  it.  In  this  idea,  they  should  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  secretary  of  the  commanding  general,  who  is  also  the  secretary  of  the  prize 
court,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  decrees  of  superior  authority.  May  God  pre- 
serve you  many  years, 

JOSfi  MALCAMPO, 
Havana,  May  21,  1870.  Auditor  of  the  Naval  Station. 

Havana,  May  30,  1870. 
Revised;  archived :  Fulfill,  and  execute  the  resolution  of  superior  authority  in  the  pre- 
ceding communication.  Therefore,  after  connecting  commnnication  and  deliberation 
of  the  council  of  state  to  the  writ  in  this  questicm,  place  them  in  the  office  of  the  sec- 
retary of  the  prize  court,  at  the  disposition  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States,  that  he 
may  take  from  same  copies  of  documents  he  may  think  proper,  it  being  well  under- 
stood that  said  copies  should  be  taken  by  said  functionary,  through  the  mediation  of 
the  Becretary  of  the  prize  court  and  in  as  short  a  time  as  possible.  For  the  performance 
of  the  aforesaid  dispositions,  let  the  said  consul  be  informed  in  a  vcrj^  polite  manner — 
all  of  which  being  fulfilled,  render  account. 

MALCAMPO. 
TRAVIERO. 
Jost  A.  GoMsz. 

NOTE. 

That  on  this  date  I  delivered  to  the  secretary  present  entire  charge  of  the  writ  for 
the  purposes  expressed  in  the  former  writ. 

Havana,  June  1,  present  year. 

JOSE  MA.  AUTRAN. 
Jos£  A.  Gomez. 

JoB^  Ma.  Antran,  first  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  first  aid  and  secretary  to  the  command- 
ants generals  of  this  naval  station,  certify  that  the  aecompanying  copies  are  taken  textu- 
ally  from  the  original,  with  which  they  were  compared  and  verified  with  the  greatest 
exactitude.  And  in  testimony  thereof,i^for  all  time,.  I  sign  same  in  Havana,  May 
eleventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy. 
.    [8KAL.]  JOSE  MA.  AUTRAN. 
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Ko.  43. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Campbell. 

Department  of  State, 

WashhigtOHj  July  8,  1870. 
Sir  :  After  a  long  correspondence  by  telegraph  and  by  mail,  we  suc- 
ceeded in  prcJcuring  copies  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  Man* 
Lowell  before  the  Spanish  courts. 

The  document  was  a  voluminous  one,  and  in  Spanish,  and  it  ha«  taken 
several  days  to  translate  it. 

It  appears  that  the  Spanish  government  claims  that  the  vessel  was  taken 
on  the  high  seas,  and  was  without. captain  or  papers  to  show  her  nation- 
ality or  her  destination,  and  that  she  was  laden  with  anns  and  ammunition 
for  the  insurgents  of  Cuba.  This  is  the  substance  of  the  voluminoiLS 
evidence  which  will  be  transmitted  to  the  Senate  in  answer  to  a  call  from 
that  l>ody. 

If  you  have  any  comments  or  answer  to  make  to  either  of  the«e  points, 
this  department  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  before  proceeding  fiirther 
with  the  case. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  B.  DAVIS, 
A88i8tant  Secretary. 
Charles  H.  Campbell,  Esq., 

One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Street,  Harletn,  Kew  TorJc. 


2.— THE  colonel  LLOYD  ASPINWALL. 

No.  1. 

Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Davis. 

No.  ol.J  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havana,  February  9,  1870. — (Received  February  16.) 
A  small  steamer,  called  the  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  arrived  here  in 
tow  of  the  Spanish  war  steamer  Hernan  Cortes  on  the  29th  ultimo. 
She  was  taken  near  Matei-nillas  light-house,  near  Nuevitas,  on  the  21at 
instant  5  was  carried  to  the  latter  port,  where  a  preliminary  investiga- 
tion was  made^  and  thence  she  was  towed  to  this  port,  where  the  case  is 
still  pending  in  the  marine  court,  and  the  master  and  crew  deprived  of 
intercourse  with  any  one  except  the  officials.  I  have  asked  that  the 
master  may  be  permitted  to  commiuucate  with  me,  but  as  yet  my  request 
has  not  been  complied  with.  From  all  that  I  can  learn  the  steamer  was 
regularly  cleared  at  Port  an  Prince  for  this  port,  and  has  all  her  papers 
in  order.  The  case  will  undoubtedly  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
department,  with  a  claim  for  damages.  I  shall  I'epoit  further  as  soon  a« 
I  have  seen  the  master. 


Ko.  2. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Hall 

[Telegraitt.] 

Washington,  February  18, 1870. 
Report  particulars  of  seizure  of  Lloyd  Aspinwall.    If  seized  on  the 
high  seas  demand  immediate  release^ 
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No.  3. 

Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Davis. 

Xo.  58]  Havana,  February  18,  1870.— (Received  February  25.) 

Beferring  tb  my  No.  51  of  9tli  instant,  I  have  now  to  inform  the  de- 
X>artment  that  I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  the  Honorable  the 
Secretary  of  State,  as  follows :  "  Report  particulars  of  seizure  of  Lloyd 
Aspinwall ;  if  seized  on  high  seas  demand  immediate  release.'' 

I  have  a  number  of  papers  relating  to  the  case  that  will  require  some 
time  to  put  in  order  for  ti^nsmission  to  the  department.  After  repeated 
requests  of  myself  and  the  master,  the  latter  was  permitted  to  come  to 
this  office  on  the  14th  instant,  and  remain  long  enough  to  communicate 
with  me,  enter  his  note  of  protest,  and  leave  with  me  a  memorandum 
for  guidance  in  extending  the  same.  I  trust  to  be  able  to  do  it  in  a  few- 
days. 

The  master  states  that  he  wa«  from  four  to  five  miles  from  shore  at 
the  time  of  his  seizure.  The  distance  will  probably  prove  to  be  the  dis- 
puted point  of  the  case.  I  have  had  several  interviews  with  the  politi- 
cal secretary  in  relation  to  this  vessel,  and  have  not  failed  to  remon- 
strate against  her  seizure  and  detention.  On  the  16th  Ilaid  before  him 
the  following  memorandum : 

"STEAMER  COLONEL  LLOYD  ASPINWALL. 

"  On  the  14th  instant  the  master  of  the  American  steamer  Colonel 
Lloyd  Aspinwall  entered  a  note  of  protest  demanding  me  to  extend  the 
same  in  accordance  with  his  written  declarations  against  the  captors  of 
that  vessel,  declaring  that  he  was  duly  and  properly  dispatched  by  the 
proper  authorities  of  Port  au  Prince,  Hayti ;  that  all  his  papers  are 
regular  and  in  order;  that  his  manifest  was  duly  legalized  by  the  Span- 
ish consul  at  that  port ;  that  he  was  provided  (his  vessel)  with  a  pass- 
port from  the  United  States  consul  at  that  port ;  that  he  was  intrusted 
with  important  dispatches  from  Rear  Admiral  Poor,  addressed  to  the 
care  of  the  United  States  consul  general  at  Havana,  and  that  he  was 
not  permitted  to  deliver  them ;  he  protests  against  the  action  of  the 
marine  authorities  of  this  port  in  detaining  his  vessel,  as  also  in  de- 
taining himself  and  crew  a«  prisoners,  and  claims  damages  for  the 
owners  of  the  vessel  at  the  rate  of  $300  per  day,  and  indemnity  for  him- 
self and  crew  in  depriving  them  of  their  liberty." 
I  shall  again  lay  the  case  before  the  Governor  General,  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  contained  in  the  foregoing  telegram. 


No.  4. 

Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Dark. 

Xo.  62.J  Havana,  February  26, 1870.— (Received  March  3.) 

Referring  to  my  dispatches  Nos.  51  and  58, 1  have  now  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  the  department  a  duplicate  copy  of  the  protest  of  the 
mai»ter  and  crew  of  the  steamer  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall.  I  also  trans- 
mit an  authenticated  copy  to  the  superior  political  governor  of  the 
island. 

It  will  appear  by  this  protest  that  the  steamer  was  regularly  dispatched 
from  Port  au  Prince  for  this  port,  and,  encountering  heavy  weather, 
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was  obliged  to  keep  closer  to  the  shore  of  the  island  than  a  larger  vessel 
would  have  done.  All  the  incidents  of  the  voyage  are  narrated  day  by 
day,  and  bear  the  evidence  of  truth  in  every  particular. 

On  the  2d  instant  the  master  applied  for  permission  to  commuuicate 
with  me,  but  was  refused ;  the  evidence  of  this  is  before  me,  and  will 
be  transmitted  later.  Had  the  marine  authorities  of  this  jfert  i)ermitted 
the  master  to  communicate  with  me,  as  he  requested,  or  had  they  in- 
vited me  to  be  present  at  an  examination  of  the  crew,  I  doubt  not  that 
I  could  have  explained  the  case  so  as  to  have  avoided  the  reclamatious 
that  are  likely  to  grow  out  of  it.  Holding,  as  they  still  do,  all  the 
papers  in  their  possession,  it  seems  to  me  incomprehensible  that  they 
can  tind  any  pretext  for  longer  detaining  the  vessel. 


Port  of  Havana,  Island  of  Cuba^  to  tcit : 

By  this  public  iuBtnimeut  of  declaratiou  and  protest  be  it  known  and  made  manifent 
uuto  all  to  whom  these  presents  shaU  come  or  may  concern,  that  on  the  14th  day  of 
February,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundi-ed  and  seventy,  before  me,  Henrj-  C.  Hall, 
vice-consul  general  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  Havana  and  the  deiH»ndencie» 
thereof,  personally  came  and  appeared  Charles  H.  McCarty,  master  of  the  steamer  or 
vessel  called  the  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspiuwall,  of  New  York,  of  the  registered  burden  of 
71.46  tons  then  lying  in  this  port  of  Havnim,  who  duly  noted  and  entered  with  me,  the 
said  vice  consul  general,  his  protest  for  the  uses  and  purjiose^  hereinafter  mentionwL 
And  now,  on  this  day,  to  wit,  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before  me,  the  said  vice-con- 
sul general,  again  comes  the  said  Charles  H.  McCarty  and  requires  me  to  extend  this 
prot<ist,  and  together  with  the  said  Charles  H.  McCarthy  also  comes  George  Shaw, 
mate,  John  Bums,  second  mate,  Hiram  Wooils  and  Charles  PsUmer,  enpneers,  John 
Priest  and  Anderson  Douglass,  tiremen,  and  John  Weeks  and  Charles  \\  ilscm,  seameu 
of,  and  Ix^onging  to,  said  steamer,  all  of  whom  l>eing  by  me  duly  sworn,  did  severally, 
freely,  voluntarily',  and  solemnly  declare,  depose,  and  state  as  follows,  that  is  to  say : 

That  these  appearers  on  the  17th  day  of  January  last  i>ast,  in  their  capacities  afore- 
said, saile<l  in  and  with  the  said  steamer  or  vessel  from  the  port  of  Port,  au  Prince. 
Hayti,  and  l>ound  to  the  port  of  Havana,  in  the  Island  of  Cuba.  That  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  voyage  they  proceeded  to  sea  on  Monday,  the  17th  day  of  January  last 
past,  nothing  of  special  mterest  occurring  on  that  day. 

Tuesday,  Jimuary  18,  begins  with  strong  winds.  At  3  a.  m.,  civil  time,  the  sea  ranning 
very  high,  wind  east  by  north.  At  4  a.  m.,  the  steamer  being  in  danger  of  swiunping  in 
consequence  of  the  high  sea,  they  altered  their  course,  steaming  three  points  to  windward. 
At  7  a.  m.,  when  in  sight  of  the  shore  of  Cuba,  the  bunker  doors  and  sides  of  the  bunker 
fell  down  and  the  coid  going  into  the  bilge  choked  the  pumps,  obliging  all  hands  to  turn 
U)  with  buckets  to  keep  her  free,  the  sea  1)reaking  over  her  m  large  quantities.  At  noon 
the  s«'a  still  running  very  high,  the  men  kept  at  work  bailing.  At  3  p.  m.  the  engine^ 
moving  verj^  slowly,  twelve  inches  of  water  on  the  fire-room  floor,  the  firemen 
putting  coal  in  the  furnaces  with  their  hands.  At  4  p.  m.  were  obligi^  to  stop 
the  engines  and  all  hands,  including  the  mate,  engineers^  and  firemen,  to  turn  to  to 
bail  the  vessel.  At  5  p.  m.  they  haa  gained  on  the  water  m  the  hold  sufficient  to  start 
the  engines.  At  7  p.  m.  they  had  made  Cape  Mnisi  light,  bearing  south.  At  12  mid- 
night the  men  still  bailing.    Wind  east  northeast  and  the  sea  still  very  high. 

Wednesday  January  19,  begins  with  more  moderate  weather,  but  the  sea  still  high; 
the  vessels  course  being  kept  close  to  land  in  the  hope  of  making  the  harbor  of  Ban- 
coa,  the  crew  quite  exhausted  with  excessive  labor,  gaining  but  slowly  on  the  water 
in  the  hold ;  water  within  three  inches  of  the  grate-bars.  At  7  a.  ra.  they  aaw  the  en- 
trance to  the  harbor  of  Baracoa,  bearing  south,  and  finding  the  sea  too  rough  to  enter 
without  a  pilot,  they  kept  away  for  Point  Manglaurito — all  hands  bailing.  At  noon  the 
sea  very  high,  wind  east  northeast,  pumps  not  working.  John  Weeks,  seaman,  t^ken 
suddenly  ill,  apparently  in  consequence  of  fatigae  and  overwork.  At  8  p.  m.  they 
had  gained  on  tlie  water  in  the  hold ;  engines  running  very  slowly.  At  12  midnight, 
thev  stopped  work  from  sheer  exhaustion. 

T^hursday,  January  20.  At  6  a.  m.  they  recommenced  bailin|^,  the  sea  apparently 
going  down,  but  sfill  breaking  upon  the  deck.  At  7  a.  m.  they  sighted  the  ligfathoose 
uu  Point  Manglarito ;  stopped  the  engine  to  ^et  coal  and  ashes  out  of  the  bilge,  so  that 
the  pumps  could  work.  At  12  noon,  they  drifted  past  the  lighthouse.  At  3  p.  m.  they 
rigged  up  a  small  mast  and  put  all  the  euEiil  on  it  they  could  dispose  of,  and  kept  her 
northwest  by  west  half  west.  At  midnight  they  had  suooeeded  in  getting  the  ooal 
and  ashes  out  of  the  bilge  and  freeing  the  pomps. 
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Friday,  Jannary  21.  At  12.15  a.  m.  tbey  started  the  engines ;  sea  going  down.  At  10 
a.  m.  they  sighted  the  Maternillas  light-honae  on  starboard  bow ;  found  their  compass 
one  point  out  of  the  way,  in  consequence  of  which  they  got  to  the  southward  of  their 
tme  conrse;  they  thereupon  changed  their  course  to  northwest  by  west.  At  11  a.  m. 
they  saw  a  steamer  on  starboard  bow  steering  in  shore  and  apparently  come  to  anchor. 
At  11.55  a.  m.  they  saw  the  steamer  coming  toward  them,  and  made  her  out  to  be  a 
Spanish  man-of-war;  whereupon  they  hoisted  their  flag.  The  Spanish  man-of-war 
change<l  his  conrse,  apparently  satisfied,  and  the  first-nauied  appearer  Ardered  the  mate 
to  take  in  the  flag  and  put  it  away ;  he  declares  he  did  not  keep  up  the  flag  longer  be- 
cause it  was  a  large  one,  and  too  heavy  for  the  flag- staff.  A  strong  breeze  was  blowing 
at  the  time,  and  the  flag  streaming  toward  the  port  beam.  At  12.10  p.  m.  the  Spanish 
man-of-war  fired  a  gun,  whereupon  the  engines  were  ordered  to  be  stopped.  At  12.30 
p.  ro.  a  boat  came  alongside  with  an  ofiicer,  pilot,  and  an  armed  force ;  they  came  on 
tward  and  took  possession  of  the  steamer.  The  first-named  appearer  immediately 
handed  the  steamer's  papers  to  the  ofllcer,  and  invited  him  to  examine  and  se<^  for  him- 
self that  they  were  on  a  legitimate  voyage,  and  that  the  papers  of  the  steamer  were 
regular ;  but  the  officer  would  not  examine  the  papers,  nor  the  vessel.  He  said  he  had 
orders  to  take  her  to  Nuevitas.  Thereupon  the  first-named  appearer  protested  and 
explained  to  the  said  ofiicer,  as  well  as  he  could,  that  he  was  the  bearer  of  dispatches 
of  the  ntmost  imiwrtance  to  the  United  States  government,  and  did  exhibit  to  the 
.^aid  officer  tw^o  large  packages  of  corresiKjndenee  addressed  to  the  care  of  United 
States  consul  general  at  Havana,  for  Kear-Admiral  Poor,  commanding  the  United 
States  North  Atlantic  squadron ;  said  packages  had  been  confided  to  this  appearer  bv 
Coniniauder  Ellas  K.  Owen,  commanding  the  United  States  steamer  S^ninole,  with 
strict  instructions  to  deliver  the  same  to  no  one  other  than  Roar- Admiral  Poor,  or  the 
said  United  States  consul  general.  The  said  first-named  appearer  further  declares  that 
he  also  exhibited  to  the  said  officer  two  packages  addressed  to  Messrs.  Whitman,  Myer 
«Sf  Co.,  of  Havana,  and  informed  the  said  officer  that,  to  his  certain  jtositive  knowledge, 
the  said  packages  contained  communications  of  the  greatest  importance  addressed  to 
the  Department  of  State  at  Washington,  by  the  United  States  minister  resident  in 
Hayti,  and  others  of  great  importance  for  the  owners  of  said  vessel  residing  in  the 
United  States.  The  said  officer  only  replied  that  he  had  orders  to  take  the  steamer  to 
Nnevitas. 

And  these  appearers,  on  their  oaths,  do  further  declare  that  the  time  the  steamer 
Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall  was  boanled  by  the  officer  and  armed  force,  as  hereinbefore 
related,  they  were,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief,  from  four  to  six  miles 
from  the  shore,  Maternillas  light-house  bearing  west  southwest  at  the  time. 

And  these  appearers  further  declare  that  at  about  3  p.  m.  the  steamer  arrived  at  the 
onter  roads  of  the  bay  of  Nnevitas.  and  was  anchored  ;  and  the  first-named  appearer 
was  ordered  on  board  the  Spanish  war  steamer  that  had  seized  their  vessel,  whu-li,  the 
said  first-named  appearer  then  learned,  was  called  the  Hem  an  Cortes.  The  said  first- 
named  appearer  presented  his  vessel's  papers  to  the  commanding  officer,  who  examined 
them  and  said  he  should  send  them  on  shore.  Tlie  said  first-named  appearer  then 
stated  to  the  conmiander  what  he  had  previously  stated  to  the  boarding  officer,  that  he 
had  diiqiatches  of  verj^  great  imi>ortance  to  the  United  States  government  on  board  of 
his  vessel,  to  which  the  said  commander  gave  no  heed  whatever. 

This  first-named  appearer  ftirther  declares  that  the  steamer's  papers  delivered  to  the 
commander  of  the  Hernan  Cortes  comprised,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  the  fol- 
lowing :  The  register ;  a  clearance  from  the  custom-house  at  Port  an  Prince  ;  a  mani- 
fest clearance  authenticated  by  the  Spanish  consul  at  Port  an  Prince ;  clearance  of  the 
United  States  consul  at  Port  an  Prince ;  an  official  letter  as  passport  from  the  United 
States  consul  at  Port  an  Prince,  addressed  to  the  commanders  of  Spanish  men-of-war 
in  the  Bahama  channel ;  the  shipping  articles,  containing  the  names  of  the  crew  now 
on  board  of  said  steamer,  and  an  old  roll  or  crew  list  from  Charleston,  containing 
the  names  of  persons  that  had  been  em^doyed  on  board  of  said  stejmier,  and  that  sev- 
eral months  ago  were  discharged  from  said  steamer  at  Port  an  Prince. 

Saturday,  January  22. — ^The  steamer  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall  still  at  Nuevitas ;  on 
this  day  Spanish  officers  came  on  board  and  examined  the  vessel  and  crew ;  they  also 
sealed  up  the  trunk  of  the  first-named  appearer,  which  contained  two  packages  of 
letters  addressed  to  Messrs.  Whitman,  Myer  &  Co.,  received  from  the  United  States 
coniml  at  Port  au  Prince,  two  large  packages  from  the  commander  of  the  United  States 
steamer  Seminole,  addressed  to  the  care  orthe  United  States  consul  general  at  Havana, 
for  Rear-Admiral  Poor,  commanding  the  United  States  North  Atlantic  squadron,  and 
one  package  of  correspondence  from  the  said  United  States  steamer  Seminole  for  the 
United  States  mails ;  also  some  packages  of  pai)ers  belonging  to  the  said  first-named 
ai»pearer,  comprising  one  packa|;e  of  Haytien  orders,  received  while  in  the  employ  of 
tne  Haytien  government,  showing  that  the  said  steamer  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall  had 
l^een  in  the  employ  of  said  government,  from  the  month  of  July  last  up  to  the  date  of 
her  departure,  or  thereabouts,  from  Port  an  Prince  as  before  related ;  one  package 
marked  correspondence  of  the  honse  of  R.  Murray,  jr.,  New  York  ;  a  package  of  billn 
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and  accountA^  and  a  package  containing  personal  recommendationB  and  letters  of  the 
Navy  Department  of  Washington. 

Sunday t  January  23. — ^The  steamer  still  at  anchor  as  on  the  previous  day.  During 
this  day  tlie  first-named  appearer,  the  mate,  and  engineers  were  ordered  on  board  the 
said  Spanish  man-of-war,  where  papers  were  presented  to  them  to  sign,  which  they 
refused  to  do,  because  they  were  not  in  the  English  language ;  because  they  could  not 
sign  said  papers  under  protest,  and  because  they  had  bad  no  opportunity  to  conmilt 
with  a  consul  of  the  united  States,  or,  in  fact,  with  any  one  except  those  who  had 
these  appearers  in  custody ;  whereuj)on  all  were  onlered  back  to  their  vessel. 

Monday y  January  24. — The  steamer  still  detained  as  on  the  previous  day  ;  an  armed 
force  stUl  on  board. 

Tuesday  J  January  25. — The  vessel  still  detained  at  Nue  vitas.  During  the  day  a  num- 
ber of  officers  and  officials  came  on  board  and  examined  the  crew,  writing  down  what 
these  appearers  suppose  may  have  been  their  statements,  and  requested  these  appearers 
to  sign  tlie  same,  which  said  appearers  refused  to  do,  because  the  writing  was  not  in 
the  English  language,  or  in  a  language  that  any  of  these  api)earers  understooil. 

Wednesday f  January  26. — The  steamer  still  at  Nuevitas,  and  an  armed  force  still  on 
board. 

Thursday f  January  27. — On  this  day  the  first-named  appearer  received  a  note  from 
the  commander  of  the  Spanish  man-of-war,  directing  him  to  get  ready  to  proceed  to 
Havana,  with  which  the  said  appearer  complied,  with  the  exception  of  starting  the 
tires ;  the  fires  not  being  started,  an  officer  from  shore  came  on  board  and  inquired 
whether  said  appearer  was  ready  to  go,  to  which  said  appearer  replied  that  be  would 
be,  after  the  vcsseVs  papers  had  been  returned  to  him  ;  the  officer  tlien  said  that  the 
papers  woulfl  not  be  delivered  to  him  until  after  arrival  at  Havana ;  the  said  appearer 
thereupon  declared  that  he  would  not  go  to  sea  of  his  own  free  will  unless  said  papers 
were  returned  to  him ;  that  as  a  prisoner,  with  an  armed  tbrce  on  board,  he,  the  said 
appearer,  would  give  no  orders  to  st-art  the  fires ;  that  the  engineers  of  an  American 
steamer  had  no  right  to  obey  orders  from  any  one  but  an  American  commander;  that 
if  the  said  8i)anish  commander  would  return  to  said  appearer  the  steamer's  papers, 
and  take  the  steamer  to  the  place  where  she  had  been  captured,  the  said  appearer 
would  proceed  on  his  voyage  to  Havana. 

And  these  appearers  further  do  declare  that  at  3  p.  m.  of  the  last-named  day  boats 
came  alongside  and  towed  them  to  the  Spanish  war  steamer  San  Francisco,  by  which 
they  were  taken  in  tow  at  4  p.  m.,  an  armed  force  still  remaining  on  board,  notbiug 
of  special  interest  transpiring  until  Saturday,  29th  day  of  January  last  past,  when 
they  arrived  at  Havana  and  were  made  fast  alongside  of  the  last-named  Spanish  war 
steamer. 

Saturday  J  January  30. — The  first-named  appearer  declares  that  he  was  given  to  under- 
stand that  he  could  have  no  communication  with  the  shore. 

Tuesday^  February  1. — Armed  force  still  on  board. 

Wednesday,  February  2. — The  first-named  appearer  further  declares  that  on  this  day 
he  made  application  in  writing  to  the  commander  of  the  Spanish  war  steamer,  in  whose 
cust-ody  he  was,  to  be  permitted  to  go  on  shore  to  see  tne  United  States  consul,  and 
that  a  reply  came  back  to  the  effect  that  no  communication'  between  the  steamer 
Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall  and  the  shore  would  be  allowed. 

Thursday^  February  3. — On  this  day  the  steamer  was  towed  alongside  of  the  Spanish 
flag-ship  Almanza,  and  made  fast  to  her. 

Friday,  February  4. — Tlie  first-named  appearer  declares  that  on  this  day  he  addreewed 
a  letter  to  the  Spanish  admiral,  asking  to  be  supplied  with  provisions,  because  there 
was  barely  anything  on  boanl,  to  which  letter  no  reply  was  I'eceived.  He  ftirther 
declares  that  on  this  day  George  D.  Green,  the  colored  cook,  was  taken  out  of  the 
vessel,  without  the  knowledge  or  permission  of  said  appearer. 

And  these  appearers  further  declare  that  nothing  of  special  interest  occurred  there- 
after until  Fiiaay,  the  7th  day  of  the  present  month,  when  several  officials  came  on 
board,  and  with  them  a  gentleman  delegated  by  the  United  States  vice-consul  general 
to  be  present  at  the  breaking  of  the  seals  with  which  the  trunk  containing  the  cor- 
respondence and  papers  before  referred  to  had  been  closed.  That  on  the  8tli  instant 
an  interpreter  came  on  board  and  inquired  of  the  first-named  appearer  whether  he 
intended  to  name  or  appoint  an  advocate  or  counsel  to  attend  to  the  case  of  raid 
steamer ;  to  which  said  appearer  replied  that  he  could  do  nothing  in  the  premiseti 
until  he  had  consulted  with  the  United  States  consul.  On  this  day  the  said  api^earer 
was  enabled  to  communicate  with  the  shore  and  obtain  some  provisions,  of  wlucb  the 
crew  were  greatly  in  need. 

And  the  first-named  appearer  further  declares  that  on  the  13th  day  of  this  present 
month  he  was  notified  that  he  had  permission  to  go  on  shore  and  see  Lis  consul,  and  it 
being  Sunday,  the  said  appearer  did  not  avail  himself  of  the  privilege,  becau^  he  was 
sntistied  that  the  considate  would  be  closed ;  he  therefore  on  Monday,  the  4th  instant, 
came  on  shore,  and  noted  his  protest,  as  is  hereinbefore  related,  and  now  extends  tlv* 
same  against  the  commander  of  the  Spanish  war  vessel  Heman  Cortes,  and  all  others 
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concerned  in  the  seizure  of  said  steamer,  and  against  all  and  every  act  and  acts  of  the 
marine  authorities  of  this  port  in  the  detention  of  said  steamer,  and  in  depriving  these 
appearers  of  their  liberty  as  are  hereinbefore  related  And  these  appearers  further,  on 
their  solemn  oaths,  declare  that  up  to  the  present  time  they  have  not  been  informed  of 
the  motives  for  the  seizure  of  said  steamer  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  and  for  the  deten- 
tion of  theee  appearers  as  prisoners. 

The  said  appearers  fiirther  declare  that  the  voyage  upon  \rhich  they  entered  from 
Port  au  Prince,  Hayti,  bound  to  Havana,  was  a  legitimate  one,  that  the  course  nteered 
by  them,  up  to  the  time  of  the  seizure  of  said  steamer  as  aforesaid,  was  as  direct  as  the 
size  of  the  steamer,  the  severe  weather  they  encountered,  and  their  distressed  situation, 
and  other  circumstances  hereinbefore  related  would  permit ;  and  they  further  do 
solemnly  swear  that  from  the  time  of  their  depart  lU'e,  aud  up  to  the  day  on  which  the 
said  steamer  was  seized  as  aforesaid,  they  held  no  communication  with  any  vessel  or 
}>ersou  whatsoever,  nor  did  they  come  to  anchor  at  any  place,  and  that  any  suspicion  that 
the  said  vessel  was  in  the  employ  of  the  enemies  of  Spain  is  without  foundation  in  fact, 
an<l  that  any  statement  to  that  effect  is  untrue  in  every  respect,  and  that  the  seizure  of 
the  said  steamer  and  the  detention  of  these  appearers  as  hereinbefore  related  cannot 
be  justified  ujion  any  grounds  whatsoever. 

^Vllerefo^e  the  said  Charles  H.  McCarty,  master,  in  liehalf  of  the  owners  of  said  vessel 
and  others  concerned,  hath  protested  against  the  seizure  and  detention  of  the  said 
steamer  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  and  claims  compensation  therefor  at  the  rate  of  |300 
per  day  for  each  and  every  day  that  said  steamer  luis  been  so  detained,  or  may  here- 
after be  detained ;  and  these  appearers  in  their  own  behalf  have  also  protected,  and  I, 
the  »aid  vice-consul  general,  at  their  special  instance  and  request^  do  also  protest  against 
the  acts  of  the  commander  of  the  Spanish  vessel  of  war  Hernan  Cortes,  and  the  acts 
of  all  and  every  other  authority  and  authorities,  person  and  persons  concemtMl  in  the 
seizure  and  detention  of  said  steamer  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  and  in  depriving  these  ap- 
pearer  of  their  liberty  as  aforesaid,  and  do  declare  that  all  losses,  damages,  costo,  charges, 
and  exjienses  incurred,  or  that  may  hereafter  ho  incurred,  in  the  premises  are  and  ought 
to  h«  borne  by  those  who  have  caused  the  same,  and  not  by  the  owners  of  said  steamer 
or  these  appearers ;  these  appearers  further  claiming  the  privilege  at  any  future  time 
to  specify  the  indemnity  and  compensation  to  which  they  may  consider  themselves 
entitled. 

Tliw  done  and  protested  in  the  port  of  Havana  the  25th  day  of  February,  A.  D. 
1^0. 

In  witness  whereof  these  appearers  have  hereimto  subscribed  their  names,  and  I,  the 
said  vice-consul  general,  have  granted  the  said  master  this  public  instrument  under  ray 
hand  and  seal  of  this  consulate  general  to  serve  and  avail  him,  and  all  others  whom  it 
doth  or  may  concern,  as  need  and  occasion  may  require. 

HENRY  C.  HALL, 

Vice-Cowiul  General. 

CHARLES  H.  McCARTY. 
his 

GEORGE  -h  SHAW. 
mark. 

JOHN  BURNS. 

HIRAM  WOOD. 

CHARLES  PALMER. 

JOHN  FREEST. 
hia 

ANDERSON  -f  DOUGLASS, 
mark. 

JOHN  WEEKS. 

CHARLES  WILSON. 


No.  5. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr,  Davis. 

No.  10.]  Hav.\na,  March  4,  1870.— (Received  March  12.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  yoiu:  information  a  copy  of  the  conununi- 
cation  of  the  late  Vice-Consul  General  Mr.  Hall  to  theCajitain  General,  dated  25{h  Feb- 
niary,  accompanying  the  protest  of  the  master  of  the  steamer  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall. 
This  copy  should  have  accompanied  Mr.  Hall's  dispatch,  No.  62,  but  was  inadvertently 
omitted.' 
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Mr,  Hall  to  Governor  of  Cuba, 

United  States  Consulate  Gexebal, 

Havana,  February  25, 1870. 
Excellency  :  I  have  the  honor  to  accompany  herewith  the  protest  of  the  master  aud 
crew  of  the  Americau  steamer  Cohmel  LU)yd  Aspinwall,  now  in  tlusport  in  custody  uf 
the  marine  authorities,  and  the  said  crew  deprived  of  their  liberty. 

Your  excellency  will  not  fail  to  ol>8erve  that  the  case  of  this  vessel  merits  the  spi'oial 
attention  of  your  excellency,  and  I  doubt  not  that  justice  will  be  done  in  the  premises. 
I  am  at  a  l()8s  to  know  what  motive  there  can  Ih^  for  any  longer  detaining  the  crew  a» 
prisoners. 
His  excellency  the  Supekiou  Tolitical  Govkkxor 

Ofihh  Inland^  «fc,  iJ'C,  <fc 


No.  6. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts. 

Department  of  State, 

WaskingtoUj  March  5, 1870. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the 
honor  to  invite  the  attention  of  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts,  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Spain,  to  the  case  of  the  forcible  seizure 
and  detention  of  the  United  States  steamer  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall, 
as  set  forth  in  the  protest  of  the  master  of  that  vessel,  of  which  a  copy 
is  inclosed. 

It  appears  that  on  the  17th  day  of  January  last  this  vessel  left  the 
port  of  Port  an  Prince,  in  Hayti,  bound  on  a  lawful  voyage  to  Havana, 
bearing  important  dispatches  from  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in 
Hayti  to  his  government^  and  also  dispatches  from  the  officer  in  com- 
mand of  one  of  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  to  the  admiral 
in  command  of  the  West  India  squadron. 

On  the  21st  of  January  the  Spanish  manof-war  Hernan  Cortes  ar- 
rested the  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall  by  firing  a  gun,  and  then  boarded 
her,  and  took  forcible  possession  of  her,  and  carried  her  into  Nuevitas. 

At  Nuevitas  the  Spanish  authorities  appear  to  have  taken  forcible 
possession  of  the  dispatches  for  the  government  and  for  the  admiral  of 
the  United  States  in  command  of  its  squadron. 

On  the  27th  of  January  the  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall  was  taken  in 
tow  by  a  Spanish  man-of-war,  and  carried  to  Havana  and  placed  under 
the  guns  of  another  Spanish  man-of-war  in  that  port,  where  she  now  is, 
with  all  her  papers,  detained  by  force. 

On  the  16th  day  of  July  last  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress a  note  to  Mr.  Lopez  Eobert^s,  calling  his  attention  to  a  decree 
then  lately  issued  by  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba,  contemplating  an 
interference  with  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  on  the  high  seas. 

In  that  note  the  undersigned  made  use  of  this  language : 

The  freedom  of  the  ocean  can  nowhere  and  under  no  circumstances  be  yielded  hy 
the  United  States.  The  high  seas  contiguous  to  those  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  are  a  direct 
pathway  of  a  large  part  of  the  purely  domestic  trade  of  the  United  States.  Their  ves- 
sels, trading  between  their  ports  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  those  of  the  Atlantic  coiwt. 
jiaMH  necesearily  through  those  waters.  The  greater  part  of  the  trade  between  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  continent  and  those  on  the  Pacific 
slope  passes*,  of  necessity,  in  sight  of  the  Island  of  Cuba.  The  United  States  cannot, 
then,  be  indifferent  or  sUent  under  a  decree  which,  by  the  vagueness  of  its  tenns,  may 
be  construed  to  allow  their  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  whatever  may  be  their  canro,  to 
be  embarrassed  or  interfered  with.  If  Spain  be  at  war  with  Cuba,*  the  United  States 
will  submit  to  those  rights  which  public  law  coucedes  to  belligerents. 
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The  decree  to  which  the  undersigned  referred  was,  as  the  undersio^ied 
has  been  informed  by  the  consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  Hav- 
ana, modified  by  a  further  decree  of  the  Captain  General  on  tlie  18th 
of  July  last. 

The  undersigned,  cherishing  the  belief  that  there  would  be  no  further 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  authorities  to  molest  the  commerce 
of  the  Ignited  States,  has  read  with  surprise  the  statements  contained 
in  the  protest  of  the  master  of  the  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  sustained, 
as  they  are,  by  the  authority  of  the  acting  consul  general  at  Havana. 

The  government  of  the  United  States,  remembering  the  long-estab- 
lished friendship  between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  and  the  prompt 
resiK>nse  of  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  to  the  representations  made  by 
the  ontlersigned  to  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts  in  July  last,  believe  that  the 
Spanish  officials  who  have  committed  these  aflFronts  to  the  national 
honor  of  the  United  States  and  these  wanton  injuries  to  its  citizens 
were  not  acting  in  compliance  with  orders.  For  it  must  be  apparent 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  allow  such  acts  to 
pass  unquestioned  or  without  full  reparation. 

The  undersigned  is  instructed  to  ask  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts  to  bring  this 
subject  to  the  attention  of  his  government  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment, and  to  say  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  trusts  that 
that  government  will,  when  the  matter  shall  have  been  brought  to  its 
notice,  of  its  own  accord,  offer  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
a  suitable  aiK)logy  for  the  indignity  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  persons  of  the  bearers  of  dispatches  to  this  government,  and 
for  the  interference  with  the  dispatches  of  the  oflRcers  of  this  govern- 
ment to  this  department  and  to  the  admiral  in  command  of  the  squadron 
of  the  United  States  in  those  waters: 

The  undersigned  is  also  directed  to  ask  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  discretion  which  is  understood  to  bave  been  placed  in  him 
by  his  government,  to  cause  the  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall  to  be  forth- 
with set  at  liberty,  and  a  proper  compensation  to  be  made  to  the  owners 
of  the  vessel,  and  to  all  other  persons  who  may  have  suftered  by  the 
seizure  or  by  the  detention. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  Mr.  Lopez 
Roberts  the  renewed  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

HAMILTON  FISH, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Sefior  Don  M.  Lopez  Roberts,  itc,  etc.,  etc. 


No.  7. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Sickles, 

No.  34.]  DEPART3IENT  OF  STATE, 

WaMngtoriy  March  8,  1870. 
Daniel  E.  Sickles,  Esq.,  etc.,  cfcc,  Madrid : 

I  inclose  for  your  information  a  transcript  of  a  note,  of  date  the  5th 
instant,  (together  with  its  accompaniment,)  which  was  addressed  bj* 
this  department  to  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts,  the  Spanish  minister  accredited 
to  this  government,  relative  to  the  forcible  seizure  and  detention  of  the 
United  States  steamer  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall  by  the  Spanish  author- 
ities. 
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No.  8. 

Mr,  Davis  to  Mr.  Biddle. 

No.  16.J  Department  of  State, 

Wa8huigt<>nj  March  9, 1870. 

I  li.ive  to  inform  you  that  dispatch  No.  G2,  of  February  26  la^t,  from 
Mr.  Hall,  with  which  was  transmitted  the  protest  of  the  captain  and 
crew  of  tlie  steamer  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  lately  captured  by  a 
Spanish  war  vessel,  and  now  detained  at  Havana,  haij  been  received. 

A  copy  of  the  protest  has  been  sent  to  our  legation  at  Madrid. 


No.  9. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Sickles. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  April  6, 1870. 
Sickles,  Minister,  Madrid: 

Spanish  authorities  at  Havana  still  hold  American  steamer  Lloyd 
A8i>inwall,  seized  on  high  seas,  without  reply  to  our  demand  for  release. 
Represent  this  to  Spanish  government,  and  ask  for  answer  and  release. 
Also,  renew  request  for  Mary  Lowell  papers,  which  are  not  yet  fur- 
nished.   President  not  satisfied  with  this  prolonged  delay. 

FISH. 


No.  10. 

Mr.  SieMes  to  Mr.  Fish, 

[Telegram. — Extract.] 

Madrid,  April  8,  1870.— (Received  April  9.) 
Your  telegram  of  6th  received  yesterday.  Interview  with  minister 
of  state  this  morning.  In  reply  to  my  demand  he  promised  that  orders 
should  be  sent  to-day  to  Captain  General  of  Cuba  to  release  forthwith 
steamer  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  and  that  the  matter  of  indemnity  would  be 
promptly  considered.  I  confined  myself  to  the  release  of  the  vessel, 
and  await  your  instructions. 


No.  11. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract.] 

No.  82.]  Madrid,  April  8, 1870.— (Eeceived  April  26.) 

I  received  yesterday  your  telegraphic  instructions  of  the  0th,  and  to- 
day being  the  usual  reception  day  of  the  minister  of  foreign  afiTairs,  I 
took  advantage  of  that  circumstance  to  wait  upon  him  without  the  de- 
lay of  asking  for  a  special  interview.    I  brought  to  his  attention  your 
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demand  for  a  prompt  settlement  of  the  Lloyd  Aspinwall  case ;  I  reca- 
pitulated the  circumstances  of  the  capture  and  detention,  and  informed 
him  of  the  dissatisfaction  with  which  the  President  regarded  the  pro- 
crastination of  the  Spanish  authorities  in  this  umtter ;  and  concluded 
by  asking  that  a  peremptory  order  be  given  for  the  release  of  the  vessel 
as  a  preliminary  to  the  consideration  of  the  question  of  reparation. 

Mr.  Sagasta  sent  for  the  papers  which  had  been  received  upon  the 
subject.  The^^  consisted  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Roberts,  inclosing  your 
communication  to  him,  and  a  report  from  the  apostadero  of  the  Havana, 
merely  announcing  the  capture  of  the  vessel  "under  suspicious  circum- 
stances," and  stating  that  the  matter  was  undergoing  examination  in 
the  prize  court.  His  excellency  then  said  that,  immediately  on  receipt 
of  Mr.  Roberts's  dispatch,  orders  had  been  sent  to  the  Captain  General 
of  Cuba  to  report  at  once  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  to  release  the 
Lloyd  Aspinwall.  if  it  appeared  on  investigation  to  be  an  American 
vessel,  leaving  tne  question  of  indemnity  open  for  further  discussion  5 
and  that,  to  avoid  delays,  Mr.  Roberts  had  been  instructed  to  commn- 
nicate  directly  with  the  Cuban  authorities. 

I  then  remarked  to  his  excellency  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  could  not  recognize  the  jurisdiction  of  a  prize  court  in  this  case; 
that  such  jurisdiction  could  only  exist  in  consequence  of  a  state  of  war, 
and  that  the  United  States  ha<l  received  no  notification  that  a  state  of 
war  exists :  that  the  Lloyd  Aspinwall  was  an  American  vessel,  and  at 
the  time  of  her  capture  engaged  in  the  transport  of  dispatches  of  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States  government;  that  these  facts  could  have  been 
promptly  ascertained  by  the  executive  authorities;  that  instead  of  this, 
nearly  three  months  had  elapsed  since  the  seizure ;  that  this  unjustifi- 
able delay  had  very  painfully  impressed  the  government  of  the  United 
States ;  that  I  hoped  and  exi>ected  his  excellency  would  immediately 
see  that  peremptory  orders  were  given  for  the  release  of  the  vessel. 

Mr.  Sagasta  at  first  replied  that  the  decision  of  the  court  would  be 
given  with  all  possible  promptness;  but  I  insisted  in  the  most  emphatic 
manner,  that  my  government  could  not,  in  such  a  ca«e,  wait  for  the  judg- 
ment of  a  court,  and  repeated  my  request  for  a  prompt  decision  of  the 
case  by  the  action  of  the  executive. 

He  finally  assured  me  that,  accepting  my  assertion  of  the  nationality 
of  the  vessel,  and  the  fact  that  she  was  employed  in  carrying  dispatches 
of  United  States  officers,  orders  would  be  sent  by  telegraph  to-day  to 
the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  to  have  the  steamer  immediately  released, 

and  that  the  question  of  indemnity  would  also  be  promjitly  considered, 

•     '#  •  •  •  #  •  • 

I  expressed  the  pleasure  I  would  have  in  acquainting  you  with  his 
prompt  and  satisfactory  reply  in  the  matter  of  the  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspin- 
wall, and  took  my  leave. 


Ko.  12. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Telegram.] 

Madrid,  April  9, 1870.— (Received  April  11.) 
Minister  of  state  informs  me  that  orders  were  yesterday  sent  to  Cap- 
tain General  to  release  the  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  and  to  settle  in  a  friendly 
sense  any  questions  arising  in  the  matter. 
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No.  13. 

Mr.  Siclcles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  84]  Madrid,  April  9, 1870.— (Keceived  April  26.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  translation  of  a  communication  just 
received  from  the  minister  of  state,  in  which  he  transmits  a  copy  of  a 
telegram  sent  by  the  minister  of  the  colonies  to  the  Captain  General  of 
Cuba,  directing  the  immediate  release  of  the  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall, 
and  authorizing  the  Captain  General  .to  resolve  in  a  friendly  and  concil- 
iatory sense  any  questions  arising  in  the  matter. 


Mr.  Sagasta  to  Mr.  Sickles. 
[Translation.] 

MixisTRY  OF  State,  Madrid,  April  9, 1870. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  interview  I  had  the  honor  to  have  with  you  yesterdaVt 
I  have  the  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you  a  copy  of  a  note  which  has  ju«t  l>een  ad- 
clreflsed  to  me  by  my  colleague,  the  minister  of  ultramar,  and  which,  1  think,  fnltllli 
the  wishes  which  you,  in  the  name  of  your  jsjovemmeut,  miide  known  to  me,  m  the 
friendly  manner  befitting  the  good  intelligence  existing  between  Spain  and  the  North 
American  republic. 

"  In  view  of  the  decl.arations  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  made  thronjjh 
their  representative,  General  Sickles,  which  your  excellency  has  made  knowTi  to  me  in 
your  communication  of  yestenlay,  I  have  addressed  to  the  superior  civil  governor  of 
the  Island  of  Cuba  the  following  telegram ;  *  As  it  appears  to  the  government,  by  the 
official  declaration  of  that  of  the  United  States,  that  the  vessel  Aspinwall  was  going 
on  an  errand  of  the  service,  and  with  official  disjjatches,  your  excellency  will  order 
that  she  be  immediately  released,  giving  notice  of  this  to  this  ministry  and  to  the  rei»- 
resentative  of  Spain  in  WiishingUm.  Y<mr  excellency  is  authorized  ti)  resolve,  in  the 
most  friendly  and  conciliator^'  sense,  any  cjuestion  arising  in  this  matter.^  In  bringing 
this  to  the  knowledge  of  your  excellency,  I  would  in  my  turn  recommend  that  ycm 
communicate  this  telegram  to  the  representative  of  the  American  govenmieut,  that  he 
may  know  the  amicable  and  friendly  disposition  entertained  by  the  government  of  the 
regent  toward  the  Washington  govenmieut,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  rt^sjMnids  to 
the  proofs  of  friendship  and  deference  which  it  has  received  in  the  various  mcideiits 
arising  from  the  Cuban  insurrection.  I  hope  at  the  same  time  that  your  excellency  will 
comnninicate  this  dispatch  to  the  representative  of  the  regent  in  Washington,  nnd 
that  you  will  omit  no  means  to  co-operate  with  this  ministry  in  avoiding  eyery  oonipli- 
cation  in  the  Cuban  question." 

I  improve  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  nl<«^t 
distinguished  consideration. 


No.  14. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Biddle. 

[  Telegram — Extract.  ] 

Department  of  State, 

Washinfftofij  April  9, 1870. 
Telegram  from  Minister  Sickles,  received  today,  says  minister  of 
state  promised  that  orders  should  be  sent  yesterday  to  Captain  General 
of  Cuba  to  release  forthwith  the  steamer  Lloyd  Aspinwall.    Make  ile- 
niand  for  release  and  telegraph  the  result  forthwith. 
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^O.  15. 
Mr,  Davis  to  Mr.  Biddle, 

[Telegram.] 

Department  of  State, 

Tf  flwAmejrton,  April  11, 1870. 
Sickles  telegraphs  9th  instant  from  Madrid.    Orders  were  sent  yes- 
tenlay  to  Captain  General  to  release  the  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  and  to  settle 
in  a  friendly  sense  any  questions  arising  in  the  matter.    Inquire  whether 
vessel  yet  released,  and  report  by  cable. 


No.  16. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 
[Telegra[n.-~£xtract.  ] 

Havana,  April  12, 1870.— (Eleceived  April  12.) 
Telegram  received.    Captain  General  absent.    Communicated  with 
his  representative.    He  has  just  replied.    As  to  release  of  Lloyd  Aspin- 
wall, had  no  power,  but  would  ask  instructions  from  the  Captain  Gen- 
eral at  Nuevitas. 


No.  17. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Biddle. 

No.  36.1  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  13,  1870. 
Your  telegram  is  received,  informing  the  department  of  the  continued 
delay  in  relea^^ing  the  Lloyd  Aspinwall  •  •  •  •  •  and  in- 
structions have  been  sent  to  General  Sickles  •  •  ♦  which  it  is 
hoi)ed  will  effect  a  compliance  with  the  just  wishes  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  also  hoped  that  before  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  have  communi- 
cated by  telegraph  information  of  the  release  of  the  Aspinwall,  whose 
prolonged  illegal  detention  seriously  threatens  the  continuance  of  our 
present  cordial  relations  with  the  Spanish  government. 


No.  18. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Sickles, 

[Telegram.] 

Washinoton,  April  13, 1870. 
Sickles,  Minister j  Madrid : 

Telegram  last  evening  from  Biddle  states  Captain  General  absent. 
His  representative  declines  to  surrender  the  Aspinwall,  saying  he  has 
no  power.  He  also  declines  giving  the  papers  of  the  Mary  Lowell  j  he 
also   evades  answering  in  the  matter  of  the  Champion. 
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•  It  seems  that  the  Madrid  government  gives  assurances  which  the 
authorities  in  Cuba  refuse  to  fulfill.  Ask  explanation  of  these  evasions 
and  the  immediate  execution  of  the  promise  made  to  you  in  reference 
to  the  above  matters. 

If  it  be  alleged  that  the  orders  of  which  they  have  given  you  notice 
have  been  sent  by  mail,  request  that  they  be  sent  immediately  by  tele- 
graph. 


No.  19. 

Mr.  Sidles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Telegram.— Extract.  ] 

Madrid,  April  14,  1870.— (Received  April  15.) 
Interview  with  minister  of  state  at  his^-equest  to-day.  He  explained 
delay  in  Aspinwall  case.  He  had  received  report  from  Havana ;  local 
authorities  say  they  had  no  power  to  take  case  out  of  court.  Council 
of  ministers  decided  yesterday  to  order  release  of  vessel  forthwith  on 
receiving  from  me  formal  demand  in  writing  for  her  suiTender  as  an 
American  steamer  carrying  official  dispatches.  Shall  I  make  this  de- 
mand I 


Ko.  20. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  87.]         Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  April  15, 1870. — (Received  May  4.) 

I  received  yesterday  morning  your  telegraphic  instractious  of  the 
13th.  I  had  previously  received  a  note  from  the  minister  of  state,  re- 
questing me  to  call  upon  him  yesterday  at  2  o'clock.  In  accordance 
with  this  invitation  I  went  to  the  foreign  office,  and  ^Ir.  Sagasta  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  received  a  telegram  from  the  Havana,  stating 
that  the  vessel  Lloyd  Aspinwall  could  not  legally  be  given  up  withont 
a  document  to  go  on  file  in  the  court  before  which  the  case  concerning 
her  capture  was  pending,  as  proof  of  the  fa<;t  of  her  being  an  Americim 
vessel,  and  at  the  time  of  her  capture  bearing  dispatches ;  that  he  had 
laid  the  matter  before  the  counsel  of  ministers  the  day  before,  and  that 
it  was  considered  proper  to  ask  me  to  give  to  the  minister  of  state,  in 
writing,  a  statement  to  that  effect,  upon  the  receipt  of  which  orders 
would  at  once  be  sent  to  the  Havana  to  release  the  Colonel  Lloyd  As- 
pinwall,- and  this  statement  would  be  sent  as  legal  proof  to  justify  the 
release. 

I  said  I  had  no  objection  to  making  such  an  assertion,  but  that  I  mnst 
decline  to  furnish  any  documents  to  go  upon  record  as  evidence  in  a  case 
which  I  claimed  was  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court. 

His  excellency  replied  that  my  communication  would  not  be  used  as 
evidence ;  but  that  ui>on  its  receipt  they  would  make  out  a  statement 
that  the  government  had  learned  from  a  diplomatic  communication  these 
facts,  which  would  justify  the  order  of  release. 

I  then  represented  to  his  excellency  that  the  fact  of  the  Lloyd  Aspin- 
wall having  been  engaged  at  the  moment  of  her  capture  in  the  transjwrt 
of  dispatches,  though  greatly  aggravating  the  circumstances  of  outrajje 
to  the  American  flag^  was  not  the  essential  point  in  the  case;  that  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


INJURIES   TO  AMERICAN   CITIZENS   IN   CUBA.  127 

complaint  of  my  government  and  the  demand  for  immediate  release  and 
reparation  wasYoimded  on  the  fact  that  the  seizure  of  the  vessel  was  an 
unqiiahfied  and  inexcusable  tresi)ass,  without  justification  of  law;  that 
it  was  unhappily  not  the  first  instance  during  the  year  i)ast  in  which  the 
Spanish  cruisers,  in  time  of  peace,  had  exercised  authority  which  could 
not  belong  to  Spain  except  in  time  of  war,  and  I  plainly  ii^timated  that 
the  mere  assertion  of  belligerent  rights  by  the  Judicial  tribunals  of  Spain, 
with  the  concurrence  of  tlie  government,  might  well  be  taken  as  a  suffi- 
cient declaration  to  other  nations  that  a  state  of  war  existed.  I  tlierefore 
suorgested  to  his  excellency  that  it  woidd  be  better  that  orders  were  given 
to  the  attorney  general  of  the  Spanish  government  in  Havana  to  dis- 
continue proceedings  in  court,  on  the  ground  of  want  of  jurisdiction, 
instead  of  confining  the  action  of  the  government  to  a  relatively  luiim- 
portant  incident  of  the  seizure. 

He  answered  that  the  question  at  issue  might  be  divided  into  two 
parts :  one,  the  question  of  the  natioimlity  and  lawfid  errand  of  the  Lloyd 
Aspinwall,  which  would  be  decided  by  the  mere  assertion  of  my  govern- 
ment, through  me;  the  other,  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  Spanish 
goverament  to  make  capture  in  given  cases,  which  was  a  subject  for 
fill!  and  delibemte  discussion,  upon  which  he  was  re«ady  at  any  time  to 
enter.  He  thought  it  would  be  well  to  settle  the  former  question  imme- 
diately by  my  giving  him  the  assurance  required,  upon  which  he  would 
instantly" send  orders  by  telegraph  to  the  Havana  for  the  release  of  the 
vessel.  "  The  case  could  not  be  taken  out  of  court  by  a  declaration  of 
want  of  jurisdiction,  because  the  Spanish  government  sustained  the  right 
of  capture  in  analogous  cases,  and  in  this  case  the  officers  who  made  the 
capture  asserted  that  it  was  made,  not  on  the  high  seas,  but  within  the 
maritime  jurisdiction  of  Spain. 

Preferring  to  confine  the  present  interview  to  the  case  in  hand,  1  de- 
clined to  follow  the  minister  in  a  discussion  of  the  general  question  he 
opened.  I  reminded  him,  however,  of  your  views  upon  the  subject,  so 
clearly  expressed  in  your  not^  to  Mr.  Roberts  of  the  16th  July,  l6t>9, 
protesting  against  the  decree  of  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  of  the  7th 
July,  1869,  and  I  observed  that  the  Spanish  government,  so  far  from 
maintaining  the  i>rovision8  of  that  decree,  or  the  belligerent  rights 
which  it  assumed  to  exist,  had  treated  these  assumptions  as  indefensMe, 
promising  to.  cause  the  orders  of  the  Captain  General  to  be  modified^nd 
that  these  assurances  had  been  given  as  well  to  yourself  by  Mr.  Kob- 
erts  as  to  me  by  Mr.  Silvela.  I  then  said  to  his  excellency  that  I  had 
reported  by  telegraph  the  substance  of  our  former  interview,  and  also 
the  purport  of  his  note  of  the  following  day ;  that  relying  upon  the  as- 
surances thus  given  my  government  had  again  requested  the  authorities 
in  Cuba  to  release  the  Lloyd  Aspinwall;  that  this  had  been  refused  by 
the  representative  of  the  Captain  General  on  the  alleged  ground  of  want 
of  authority ;  that  copies  of  the  papers  in  the  Mary  Lowell  case  had 
been  again  refused ;  that  information  had  been  sought  from  the  Spanish 
authorities  of  the  island  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  the  Champion,  a 
United  States  vessel  which  ha<i  been  seized  and  detained  in  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  a  place  where  the  protection  afibrded  to  the  lives  and  interests 
of  American  citizens  was  very  inadequate ;  and  that  this  information 
had  been  withheld.  That  all  these  incidents  had  caused  a  most  pain- 
ful impression,  and  that  I  had  been  directed  by  my  government  to  ask 
for  an  explanation  of  this  apparently  intentional  indisposition  to  accede 
to  the  just  and  reasonable  demands  of  the  United  States. 

His  excellency,  in  reply,  repeated  his  views  already  related  in  regard 
to  the  case  of  the  Lloyd  Ajspinwall ;  that  in  regard  to  the  Mary  Lowell 
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papers,  it  appeared  there  was  a  rule  of  the  Spanisli  tribunals  that  copies 
of  papers  should  not  be  given  in  a  case  sub  judice ;  that  this  had  occa- 
sioned the  refusal  of  the  courts  in  Havana  to  furnish  copies  of-  the  pro- 
ceedings in  that  case,  but  that  orders  had  been  yesterday  sent  by  tel- 
egraph authorizing  and  ordering  the  copies  to  be  furnished  ;  that  he  had 
heard  to-day  for  the  first  time  of  the  matter  of  the  Champion;  that 
orders  would  be  given  to  furnish  the  required  information  to  the  consul 
general  of  the  United  States,  and  a  full  report  would  be  asked  for  by 
telegraph,  which  when  received  he  would  communicate  to  me. 

J^ferruig  to  a  remark  of  mine  in  respect  to  the  sensitiveness  with 
which  these  proceedings  were  regarded  in  America,  he  said  there  was 
equal  sensitiveness  in  Spain,  and  that  the  two  nations  must  practice 
mutual  forbearance.  To  which  I  replied  that  the  United  States  had  so 
promptly  and  successfully  exerted  themselves  to  fulfill  all  their  interna- 
tional obligations  that  they  had  a  right  to  demand  the  same  treatment 
from  Spain ;  that  nearly  three  months  had  elapsed  since  the  grave  and 
unatoned  outrage  of  the  capture  of  the  Lloyd  Aspinwall  was  commit- 
ted, and  that  nothing  had  been  done  yet  by  the  government  or  the 
agents  of  Spain  even  to  liberate  the  vessel ;  and  in  conti*ast  with  this 
procrastination  or  indifference,  I  must  remind  him  that  in  the  same 
space  of  time  the  energetic  and  vigilant  action  of  the  executive  and  ju- 
dicial authorities  of  the  United  States  had  broken  up  half  a  dozen  a^ 
tempted  expeditions  against  the  Spanish  dominion  in  Cuba. 

At  this  moment  Mr.  Moret  y  Prendergast,  the  new  minister  of  the  colo- 
nies, came  in,  and  Mr.  Sagasta  spoke  to  him  in  regard  to  the  matter. 
Mr.  Moret  referred  to  the  imperfection  of  admiralty  proceedings  in  the 
Spanish  courts ;  admitted  that  the  delay  which  had  taken  place  in  re- 
gard to  the  Lloyd  Aspinwall  was  not  justifiable,  and  promised  to  do 
everything  in  his  power  to  facilitate  a  prompt  and  satisfactory  settle- 
ment of  the  aflt'air. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  SICKLES. 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State. 


*  No.  21. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Oeneral  Sickles. 
[Telegram.] 

Washington,  ApHl  15. 1870. 
Make  demand.    Bequest  orders  to  be  sent  by  telegraph  for  immediate 
release. 


No.  22. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  88.]        Lkoation  of  thb  United  States, 

Madrid^  April  16, 1870.— (Received  May  4.) 
I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  note  which,  in  obedience  to 
yonr  telegraphic  instructions  of  the  loth,  I  have  addressed  to  the  min- 
ister of  state,  demanding  the  immediate  relea^  of  the  steamer  Colonel 
Lloyd  Aspinwall. 
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^fr,  Siel'les  to  Mr.  Saffasta, 

Lkgation  of  TiiK  United  fc>TATES, 

Madrid,  Jpril  15,  1870. 

8iK :  KetoiTiu»(  to  <»ui'  interview  of  ycstiTflay,  ami  in  aecordanoc  with  the  request 
then  made  by  your  exeelleiu'y,  I  iiave  the  honor  to  state  that  I  am  infonned  by  my 
;roveniineut  that  the  United  States  steamer  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspiuwall,  ou  the  2l8t  of 
January  last,  while  proceeding  from  Port  au  Prince  to  the* Havana,  on  a  legitimate  and 
lawful  voyage,  and  Searing  official  dispatches  of  agents  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment, was  forcibly  seized  by  the  Spanish  man-of-war  Hernan  Cortes,  and  taken  to  the 
Havana  and  placed  under  the  guns  of  another  Spanish  man-of-war  in  that  port,  where 
hlie  still  remains,  with  all  her  ^lapers  detained  by  force. 

I  have  therefore  to  demand,  in  obedience  to  the  iiistmetious  of  my  ffovenimeut,  the 
immediate  release  of  the  steamer  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  t^igether  with  all  her  papers,  offi- 
cers, crew,  and  cargo ;  and  this  w*ithout  prejudice  to  tlu»  further  demands  for  reparn 
tioii  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  made  or  shall  make  by  reason  ol 
this  offence  to  its  honor  and  dignity.  And  in  view  of  tlu?  delay  which  has  occurred  in 
responding  to  the  just  reelamatioiis  heretofore  made  in  this  case,  I  have  also  to  ask  that 
tlie  necesHiiry  ordei-s  for  the  release  of  the  vessel  and  her  ai»purtenanee8  l>e  sent  by  tel- 
e«p-aph,  and  that  yonv  excellency  will  have  the  g<KMlneHs  to  inform  me  of  their  execu- 
tion. 

I  impr^ive  this  (K'casion  to  renew  t<»  yoiu*  4*x<elleney  the  assurances  of  my  most  dis- 
tiiigiiiMlie<l  consideration. 

D.  E.  SICKLES. 

His  excellencv  tlie  Mimstfir  of  State. 


Mr,  Sickles  to  Mr.  Finh. 
[Telegram.] 


Mabkid,  April  18, 1870.— (Received  April  19.) 
Madrid  jouruahs  ciiUite,  without  contradiction,  tbat  the  Aspinwall  ha8 
been  coudemned  as  a  good  prize  by  the  marine  court  of  Havana.    Never- 
theless, I  hear  from  trustworthy  source  that  minister  of  colonies  has 
sent  peremptory  orders  to  release  vessel. 


No.  24. 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Bid  die. 

[Extract.] 

No.  42.J  Department  of  State,  ^ 

Waslnngtorij  April  ^,  1870. 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  on  the  loth  instant  a  telegram  was  received 
Irom  our  minister  at  Madrid,  containing  a  report  of  an  interview  with 
the  mmister  of  state,  in  which  the  latter  explained  the  delay  in  the  case 
of  the  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  and  informed  him  that  the  vessel  would  forth- 
with be  surrendered  upon  receiving  a  formal  demsind. 

•  «••  •  ••## 

On  the  same  date,  (the  15th,)  Mr.  {Sickles  wan  uistructed  to  make  the 
demand  for  the  release  of  the  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  and  to  request  that  the 
order  be  sent  by  telegi'aph  to  Havana. 
S.  Ex.  Doe.  108 9 
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No.  25. 

Mr.  Sickks  to  Mr.  FM. 

[Telejj^-jmi,] 

Madrid,  April  22, 1870.— (Keceived  April  22.) 
Minister  of  state  iufomis  me  tliat  orders  have  been  sent  to  the  naval 
compianc^er  at  Havana  for  release  of  Aspinwall,  based  on  your  note  of 
Mar^h  5,  leaving  pending  judicial  proceedin.^s  t4)  continue.' 


No.  'M. 

General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
No.  9i>.]  Madrid,  April  22,  1870.— (Iteceived  May  11.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  translation  of  a  note  just  received  from 
the  minister  of  state,  announcing  that  orders  have  been  sent  to  the 
naval  commander  at  Havana  for  the  release  of  the  Colonel  Lloyd  As- 
pinwall. 


[Translation.] 


Ministry  ok  .State,  Madrid,  Apnl  21, 1870. 

Sir  :  In  view  of  tlic^  explii-it  declarations  which  havo  been  made  by  tho  Secretar)'  oi' 
State  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Hamilton  Fish,  in  his  note  of  tho  5th  of  March  la«t,  ti> 
the  minister  plenij)otentituy  of  Spain  at  Washin^on,  as  well  as  verbally  in  various 
interviews  held  with  that  representative,  showing  that  the  steamer  Colond  Lloyd  Ax- 
pinwall,  at  present  detained  in  the  apostadero  of  the  Havana,  1>elong8  to  the  merchant 
marine  of  the  United  States,  and  was  bound  on  a  legal  voyage,  Ijearing  imitortaut  offi- 
cial dispatches  of  the  American  minister  in  Hayti  for  tlie  government,  and  from  the 
commander  of  one  of  tho  war  vessels  of  the  same  nation  for  the  admiral  of  the  West 
India  eqnadron,  the  regent  of  the  kingdom  has  decided  to  acce^le  to  tlie  desire  mani- 
fested by  you  in  the  name  of  the  Cabinet  at  Washington,  and  to  give  the  reqninite 
orders  to  the  naval  commander  at  tho  Havana,  so  that  in  virtue  of  the  before-men- 
tioned declarations  tho  vessel  may  be  release<l,  without  prejudice  of  the  question  ol' 
right  t-o  which  her  capture  has  given  rise,  lea\ing  the  pending  pnK'eedhigs  to  continue, 
and  tlie  question  of  indemnity  to  be  settknl  hereafter. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  informing  you  of  this  resolutiim  of  the  government  of  hi'^ 
highness,  as  a  ))roof  of  the  desire  by  which  it  is  animated  to  contribute  to  the  lie^t  un- 
derstanding in  the  friendly  relations  existing  between  S])ain  and  the  Uniteil  Statw. 

I  improve  this  occasion  to^renew  the  assurances  of  my  most  distingui««hed  consiilera- 
tion. 

^  PRAXEDES  yU\  SA0A8TA. 


No.  27. 
Mr.  Fish  t4)  Mr.  Biddle. 

[Telegiam.] 

WashinciTON,  April  27, 1870. 
Has  the  Lloyd  Atspiuwall  bet^ii  actually  and  formally  ivleased?    Let 
iiie  know  by  telejjraph  so  .soon  as  done.     If  not  done  infonn  me  at  onw. 
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No.  28. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

L  Telegram.] 

Havana,  April  27, 187U.— (Keceivetl  April  27.) 
The  Lloyd  AHpiiiwall  has  not  been  released. 


No.  2\K 

Mr.  Fifth  to  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts. 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtan,  April  28,  1870. 

You  will  recollect  that  in  a  peiSonal  inten'iew  which  I  held  with  you 
(tti  Saturday  last,  the  23d  instant,  you  Rtate<l  that  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment had  forwarded  orders  to  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  to  release 
the  steamer  Lloyd  Aspinwall.  Being  desirous  of  asc^ertaining  if  those 
orders  had  been  carried  into  eife<*t,  I  made  inquiry  upon  the  subject  by 
telegraph,  of  the  consul  general  of  the  Unite<l  States  at  Havana.  His 
answer  of  yesterday,  by  the  siime  medium,  represents  that  the  vessel  is 
8till  detained. 

If  you  Lave  any  information  as  to  the  reason  why  the  oixlers  of  the 
Spanish  government,  adverted  to,  have  not  been  earned  hito  effect,  I 
will  thank  you  to  make  it  know^n  to  this  department. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion,  &c.  ,  &c. 


No.  30. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Biddle. 

[Tele;;raiii.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  28,  1870. 
Ascertain  why  the  Aspinwall  is  not  released.    Dispatches  from  Sickles, 
iit  Madrid,  state  that  orders  for  her  immediate  release  have  been  for- 
warded to  Havana.    Mr.  Roberts,  Spanish  minister  here,  also  stated  offi- 
cially the  same  fa<;t. 

Inquire  the  cause  of  non-execution    of  these  orders,  and  telegraph 
reply. 


No.  31. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

r  Telegram.] 

Havana,  April  28,  1870.— (Ke^»eived  April  28.) 
At  3  p.  m.  to-day  the  Lloyd  Aspinwall  released.    Owners  instructing 
master  to  decline    accepting   without  tender  of  resulting  damages,  I 
took  responsibility  and  received  ship  as  consul  general.    Your  telegram 
just  arrived. 
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Xo.  32.       . 

Mr.  Darin  to  Messrs.  J.  M,  Requa  cfc  Co, 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtofij  April  29, 1870. 

Tbis  department  lias  been  officially  informed  tbat  the  steamer  Lloyd 
Aspinwall,  of  wbieh  you  are  the  owners,  has  been  transferred  by  the 
SpjyriSli  authorities  to  Thomas  Biddle,  esq.,  the  consul  general  of  tbe 
Unixed'  States  at  Havana. 

This  department  will  instruct  Mr.  Biddle  to  deliver  the  steamer  to 
your  agent.  If,  however,  you  should  decline  to  receive  her,  Mr.  Biddle 
will  be  directed  to  cause  her  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  of  tlie  sale 
will  be  deposited  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Your  decision  in  reganl  to  the  steamer  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient 
would  be  acceptable. 


No.  ;53. 
iSetlor  Lopez  Roberts  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Washington,  April  29, 1870.— (Received  April  29.) 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  Si)ain,  has  received  the  note  which  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State  was  pleased  to  address  him  yesterday,  rela 
tive  to  the  detention  at  Havana  of  the  American  steamei*  Llo^'d  Aspin 
wall,  and  in  reply  thereto  he  has  the  honor  to  state  that,  according  to  a 
telegram  transmitted  to  him  by  the  autborities  of  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
the  said  steamer  was  yesterday  suiTcndered  to  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  in  the  above-named  city. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  considera 
tion. 

MAURICIO  LOPEZ  ROBERTS. 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  34. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Telegram.] 

Havana,  April  30, 1870.— (Received  April  30.) 
Shall  I  deliver  Lloyd  Asi)invvall  to  Admiral  Poor  if  the  master  con- 
tinues to  decline  taking  her  ? 


No.  35. 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Biddle. 

[Telegram.] 

Department  of  State,  United  States  of  America, 

'  M  ashingtoUy  April  30, 1870. 

Owmi s  of  the  Aspinwall  have  directed  captain  to  accept  vefcsel. 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


INJURIES   TO   AMERICAN    CITIZKNS    IN    CUHA.  133 

No.  36. 
Mr.  BiddU  to  Mr.  Davin. 

Xo.  ^.]  Havana,  April  30,  1870.— -(Uecei veil  May  7.) 

Referring  to  the  correspondence,  telejfraphic  and  written,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  seizure  and  detention  of  the  Americiin  steamer  Colonel 
Lloyd  A»piuwall  by  the  Cuban  authorities,  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
state  that  ou  the  28th  instant,  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  received  a  communi- 
catioa  of  that  date  from  the  Spanish  admiral  of  the  station,  a  copy  and 
translation  of  which  are  hereunto  annexed,  stating  that,  pursuant  to  an 
order  of  the  marine  court  in  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  supreme 
government  of  the  nation,  the  aforesaid  steamer,  her  captaiu  and  crew, 
were  to  be  released  and  liberated,  and  inviting  my  presence  ou  board 
at  3  o'clock,  (within  the  hour,)  to  witness  the  siiid  delivery,  the  court  to 
.assemble  there  at  that  time  for  the  aforesaid  purpose. 

Notifying  the  master  of  the  Lloyd  Aspinwall  thereof,  I  proceeded  to 
the  United  States  monitor  Saugus,  and  requested  the  presence  of  Cap- 
tain Franklin,  United  States  Navy,  who  cheerfully  accompanied  me. 
As  we  were  starting  from  the  Saugus,  and  within  fifteen  minutes  of  the 
boar  appointed,  we  met  the  master  of  the  Aspinwall,  Charles  H.  Mc- 
Carty,  who  produced  a  letter  from  his  owners  in  New  York,  directing 
him  to  decline  receiving  the  vessel  when  proffered,  without  the  tender 
of  the  resulting  damages.  I  protested  verbally  against  these  directions* 
showing  that  the  mejisure  of  damages  could  only  be  adjusted  after  a 
survey  and  examination  of  the  vessel;  that  many  considerations  might 
iutervene  in  their  settlement,  and  that  it  was  a  consideration  for  future 
governmental  reclamation. 

Cai>tain  McCarty  replied  that  he  could  only  obey  his  written  orders, 
and  that  as  these  were  peremptory,  he  must  decline  accepting  the  ship 
as  offered. 

We  proceeded  on  board,  and  the  marine  court  having  assembled,  the 
vessel  was  tendered  to  Captain  McCarty,  who  inquired  whether  dam- 
ages for  delay,  &c.,  were  also  to  be  now  awarded,  and  being  told  that  the 
province  of  the  court  was  only  to  liberate  the  vessel,  himself,  and  crew, 
he  then  respectfully  declined  accepting  or  acceding  thereto. 

The  court  now  declared  that  their  instiiictions  were  to  release  the 
vessel,  consonantly  to  a  request  from  the  supreme  government  of  the 
nation,  at  the  instance  of  the  United  States  of  America;  that  from  this 
hour  they  relinquished  custody  thereof  and  liability  therefor,  and 
asked  who  would  receive  her.  I  then  said  that  my  goveniment  had  in- 
structed me  to  demand  the  release  of  this  vessel ;  that  I  thought  the 
proper  party  to  receive  it  was  the  master  representing  the  owners,  but 
that  as  he  declined  I  knew  no  other  resource  in  the  emergency  than  to 
step  forward  and  receive  her  as  consul  general  in  the  name  of  my  coun- 
try. The  flag  was  then  delivered  to  me,  and  an  official  statement  of  the 
jirocedure  signed,  of  which  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  and  translation. 
I  then  returned  to  the  consulate  general  and  telegniphed  to  you  as 
follows : 


[Offii-iiil.l 


Havana,  Apr'tl  2S,  1870. 


Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State,  lywihington,  J).  C: 
At  3  p.  m.  to-day  Lloyd  AHpinwaU  releaMed,  owu«*rs  instructing  master  to  decline 
accepting  without  tender  of  resulting  damages.    I  took  revSponsibility  aud  received 
whip  as  consul  general.    Tour  telegram  just  received. 

BIDDLE. 
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Upon  retiirniiif*:  to  luy  office  1  found  upon  my  table  your  telegi'aphic 
<lispatcli  of  the  28th  instant  upon  the  subject,  and  accepted  it  as  an  in- 
dication that  the  course  which  I  havo  pursued  would  meet  your  approval. 

It  being  brought  to  my  notice  that  tlie  ship's  papers  are  still  retained 
by  the  Cuban  officials,  I  have  addressed  a  communication  requesting 
their  delivery  to  the  proper  authorities,  as  per  copy  annexed,  and  pre- 
sume they  will  be  returned  without  delay.  I  have  also,  by  same  me- 
dium, asked  for  the  rendition  on  board  of  the  colored  cook,  who  was 
taken  ti'om  the  vessel  on  the  3d  day  of  February  last,  as  will  appear 
ti*om  the  copy  of  the  protest  of  Captain  McCartyin  possession  of  the 
depaitment. 

It  is  my  intention  to  ciiU  an  immediate  survey  of  the  vessel  to  ascer 
tain  her  seaworthiness,  &c.,  and  have  conferred  with  Admiral  Pocfr 
upon  the  subject.  As  the  future  management  of  the  afifairs  of  the  ship 
entails  the  care  of  a  naval  expert,  I  have  thus  telegraphed  the  depart- 
ment. 

[Official.] 

Havana,  April  \V). 
Hamilton  Flsh, 

Secretary  of  ^7rt/t,  IVashingioti,  D.  C. : 

Shall  I  deliver  Lloyd  AspinwaH  to  Admiral  Poor  if  the  master  continues  to  decliui^ 
taking  her? 

BIDDLE. 

It  is  only  due  to  Captain  McCarty  that  I  should  state  that  while  I 
protested  against  his  not  receiving  his  steamer,  and  he  persistently  re 
fiised,  upon  the  grounds  as  hereinbefore  stated,  yet  that  he  has  rendered 
me  every  practical  assistance,  and  has  supplied  his  crew  with  food  and 
necessaries,  and  awaits  instnictions  from  his  owners  in  New  York  to 
guide  his  future  course. 


[TraDslation.J 
COMMAXDANCY  GeNEKAL  OF  MaBXNE  OF  THIS  NaVAL  STATION,  HaVASA. 

It  having;  been  ordered  by  the  marine  court  of  this  naval  station,  in  obedience  to  tht' 
orders  of  the  supreme  government  of  the  nation,  t-o  place  at  full  liberty  the  captain 
and  crew  of  the  American  steamer  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  anchored  in  this  port,  as 
also  the  delivery  of  the  said  vessel,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  communicate  the  same  to 
you,  that  in  view  thereof  you  may  be  pleased  to  be  present  on  board  of  the  Colonel 
Lloyd  Aspinwall  at  3  p.  m.  of  to-day,  in  order  to  witness  said  delivery,  having  on  my 
part  made  it  convenient  that  the  court  be  there  assembled  at  tluit  hour  for  the  afore- 
said purpose. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  createst  consideration,  &c.,  the  rear  admiral, 

JOSC  MALCAMPO 

Havana,  April  2.^,  1870. 

The  CoNSi'L  General  of  Ihe  Uniiid  Siati»  at  thin  city. 


[Traiiftlation.] 

In  the  ever  most  faithful  city  of  Havana,  on  the  28th  day  of  April,  1870,  before  mv, 
the  judge  of  the  marine  court  and  fiscal  adintenm  of  the  same,  on  boai-d  of  the  steamer 
C!olonel  Loyd  Aspinwall,  at  4  o'clock  p.  ni.,  by  special  api)oiutment  of  his  excellency 
the  c(mimandant  general  of  the  luival  station,  and  in  pi-esence  of  D.  Gabriel  Foftarrly 
and  D.  Manuel  Acosta.  witnesses  assembled,  and  assisted  by  the  American  consul  of 
this  city,  expressly  invited  for  the  act,  ])eing  present  the  captain  of  the  Aspinwall 
McCarty,  who  was  previouHly  instructed  by  the  resolution  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
27th  instant ;  as  he  declared  that  he  would  not  take  charge  of  the  vessel,  and  that  the 
same  be  delivered  to  the  Anunicau  consul,  the  judge  concluded  to  proceed  with  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


INJURIES   TO   AMERICAN    CITIZEN'S   IN  CUBA.  135 

delivery  of  the  aforesaid  vessel  to  the  said  consul,  who  beins  present  took  charge  of 
the  same,  in  full  and  absolute  liberty,  in  accordance  with  what  had  been  ordered  by 
the  snpnrme  government  of  the  nation ;  and  the  present  instrument  in  writing  having 
been  extended,  assisted  by  Mr.  Jos.  A.  Raphel,  secretary  and  interpreter,  of  the  referred 
to  American  consul,  Mr.  Charles  L.  Franklin,  commander  of  the  monitor  Saugus,  and 
D.  Engenio  Fragna,  lieutenant  of  the  national  navy,*  who  also  served  as  interpreter, 
the  latter  and  £iphel,  having  sworn  according  to  law  to  make  a  correct  and  faithful 
translation  of  the  foregoing,  ji>eing  also  present  at  the  proceeding  D.  Francisco  Lopez 
Camafio,  ensign  of  the  national  navy;  all  of  the  foregoing  signing  with  exception  of 
the  captain  of  the  AspiuwalK  who  declined.    To  which  I  attest. 

FRAVIESO. 

THOS.  BIDDLE, 

Contul  General  of  the  United  States. 

CHARLES  L.  FRANKLIN, 

Commander  of  the  Sauffwi. 
•  Licentiate  ANTONIO  M.  JURADO. 

EUGENIO  T.  FRAGUA. 

JOS.  A.  RAPHEL. 

FRANCISCO  LOPEZ  CAMANO. 

ANGEL  GABRIEL  FOJ^ARELY. 

MANUEL  DE  ACOSTA  Y  VIDERAS. 

Before  me. 

CARLOS  DE  ACOSTA. 


Mr.  Biddle  to  the  Commandant  de  Marino. 

Coxsri^iTE  Genekal  of  the  United  State^i, 

Havana^  April  30,  1870. 
Yoi'K  Excellency:  With  reference  to  the  liberation  of  the  American  vessel  Colonel 
Lloyd  AspinwaU,  and  her  delivery  into  my  hands,  as  consul  general  of  the  United 
States,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  of  your  excellency  the  register  and  other  papers 
belonging  to  the  said  vessel,  and  still  detained,  and  have  also  to  request  of  your  excel- 
lency the  liberation  of  one  of  the  crew  of  said  vessel,  named  Geo.  D.  Green,  the  colored 
cook,  who  was  taken  out  of  the  vessel  on  the  3d  day  of  February  last,  and  that  he  be 
returned  thereto, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  vour  excellency's  very  ol)edient  servant, 

THOS.  BIDDLE. 
Conml  General  of  the  Vmted  Stateif, 
His  exc<»llency  the  Commandante  General  dk  la  Marino. 


Xo.  37. 
Mr.  Finh  to  Mr,  Biddle, 

[Telegram.] 


Washington,  May  1, 1870. 
Oin-ner  says  he  has  instructed  captain  to  receive  the  steamer.    Tender 
to  him.     Inform  me  whether  he  receives  her  or  not. 


No.  ;58. 

r/.  M,  Keqna  dr  Co.  to  Mr.  Finh. 

New  York,  May  (>,  lS70.—( Received  May  7.) 
We  had  the  pleasure  to  telegfraph  you  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  to 
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write  on  the  2d  instant,  bnt  we  have  received  no  conimnnication  from 
your  department  since. 

By  the  Morro  Castle,  from  Havana,  to-day,  we  received  letters  from 
Captain  McCarty,  of  the  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  dated  30th  nltimo, 
written  before  he  received  our  telegram  directing  him  to  accept  the 
steamer. 

We  are  anxious  to  have  a  settlement  of  this  unpleasant  affair;  and, 
as  the  owners  of  the  steamer,  are  willing  that  the  matter  of  damages 
be  determined  by  disinterested  gentlemen  of  proper  experience  as  ref- 
erees, provided  such  be  your  recommendation.  We  have  no  authority  to 
make  any  proposition  on  the  part  of  the  crew  for  their  imprisonment 
and  loss  of  personal  effects,  but  if  you  would  have  us  to  do  so,  we  will 
seek  such  authority  immediately.  We  feel  that  no  time  should  be  losft 
in  bringing  the  whole  case  to  a  determination,  and  would  much  like  that 
such  might  be  reached  here,  in  case  of  a  reference,  so  that  if  further 
evidence  than  is  already  in  your  possession  be  necessary,  we  can  pro- 
duce it  here  without  delay  or  much  inconvenience. 


No.  39. 
^n\  Biddle  to  Mr.  Davis, 

No.  102.J  HAVANA,  May  7,  1870.— (lieceived  May  12.) 

Eeferring  to  my  dispatch  No.  88  upon  the  subject  of  the  release  of  the 
American  steamer  Colonel  I^loyd  Aspinwall,  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  receipt  of  the  telegraphic  dispatches  from  the  depart- 
ment, dated  the  30th  ultimo,  informing  mo  that  the  owners  of  the  Asp- 
inwall had  ^'  directed  captain  to  accept  vessel,"  and  another  instruct- 
ing me  to  telegraph  result. 

On  May  2d  instant  I  thus  telegraphed :  '*  Master  receives  Aspinwall.'* 

So  soon  «a8  Captain  McCarty  received  advices  from  the  ownecs,  he 
expressed  his  readiness  to  take  the  vessel,  which  I  delivered  to  him,  and 
she  was  continued  under  the  guns  of  the  flag-ship  Severn. 

I  then,  at  the  instance  of  the  master,  issued  a  warrant  for  the  survey 
of  the  steamer,  to  ascertain  her  seaworthiness,  and  to  report  her  condi- 
tion, &c.,  to  the  engineer  and  carpenter  of  United  States  steamer  Sev- 
ern, and  two  respectable  shipmasters  in  the  port.  Their  duty  was 
promptly  performed,  and  I  hereto  annex  a  copy  of  their  report. 

Admiral  Poor  at  once  detailed  his  whole  engineer  force  to  pi*epare 
the  Aspinwall  with  all  dispatch  for  sea,  and  when  he  sailed  for  Key 
West  the  same  assistance  has  been  most  eflBciently  continued  by  Cap- 
tain Calhoun,  of  the  United  States  monitor  Dictator,  and  with  such 
celerity  that  it  is  hoped  she  may  be  able  to  proceed  to  sea  to-morrow. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  Spanish  admiral  of  the  station,  conso- 
nantly to  my  request,  delivered  up  all  the  detained  papers  and  dis- 
patches, and  satisfactorily  accounted  for  the  missing  member  of  the 
crew,  as  per  copies  and  translations  hereunto  annexed. 

It  is  not  thought  that  any  popular  excitement  will  attend  the  depart- 
ure of  this  vessel,  but,  as  a  precaution,  the  Dictator  will  be  on  the  qui 
rive,  and  escort  her  to  sea  if  occasion  requires. 
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Captain  McCarty  to  Mr,  Biddle. 

Havana,  Mity  '2,  Itf/U. 
The  American  steamer  Colonel  Lloyd  AHpiuwall,  umler  Heizuro  of  the  Cuban  aiithori- 
tien,  near  NuevitaA,  on  the  21ftt  January  ultimo,  arrived  at  this  jwrt  oii  the  29th  clay  of 
naid  month,  in  ballaHt,  and  has  be^'U  detained  in  custody  of  Raid  authorities  in  this 
harbor  until  the  28th  day  of  April  last,  and  has  suffered  grt»at  injury  thereby.  I  there- 
tore  have  to  request  that  you  will  call  a  survey  on  the  said  ship,  her  hull,  engines, 
joiinTwork,  and  all  things  appertaining  to  her. 


Ordn'  of  Murrcif. 
•  COXSl'LATK  GkXEKAL  OF  TlIK  UNITED  StATE.S, 

Havana,  Maif  2,  IH70. 

Gkntlemen:  Application  having  been  made  to  this  consulate  general  by  Charles  A. 
McCarty,  uia^iter  of  the  American  steamer  Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall  of  New  York,  of 
71.40 tons,  for  a  survey  of  siiid  vessel,  her  hull,  engines,  Joinerwork,  and  all  thiuf^s  ap- 
)iertaiuing  to  her,  in  conse<juence  of  her  capture  and  detention  by  the  authorities  of 
Spain,  from  the  21st  day  ot  Jaiiuar>-  until  the  2Hth  day  of  April  ultimo,  at  Nuevitas, 
ami  in  the  harbor  of  Havana,  you  are  re<iuested  to  repair  cm  board  of  saicl  vessel,  and 
there  carefully  examine  the  said  vesscd,  her  hull,  engines,  joinerwork,  and  all  things 
appertaining  to  her.  After  which  rej>ort  to  this  consulate  general,  in  writing,  under 
vour  own  hands,  the  result  of  your  survey,  specifying  what  work  yon  deem  necessary 
to  render  her  seaworthy,  ami  ap]>roximating  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  nature  anil 
amonnt  of  the  damages  which  she  has  sustained  by  her  detcnti<m  in  these  waters  r)f 
ilinety-seven  days. 

Given  under  mv  haml  and  seal  of  office,  at  Havana,  the  2d  dav  of  Mav^  lf*7i). 

[SKAL.]  THOMAS  BIDDLE, 


J.  J.  BIS.SETT,  ftrtt  AHHlstant  Engineer, 
Warren  Barnard,  Carpenter  UnikH  States  flag  nhip  Sivvrn, 
Captain  R,  E.  Mc'Lean,  Master  Hchooner  Kate  Brighaw. 
Captain  Charlek  C.  RrcKER,  Matter  b:irk  Atlanta. 


Consul  General. 


litport  of  hoard  of  survey. 

Havana,  Ciua,  Mag  a,  1H70. 

vSiR ;  In  a<!Conlance  with  your  request  of  the  2d  instant,  we  have  carefiilly  examined 
the  American  steamer  Colonel  Lloyd  AHjnnwall  lus  far  as  possible  at  i>resciit.  We  rec- 
ommend that  the  ve«sel  be  docke<l,  in  onler  that  her  bottom  nmy  be  more  thoroughly 
•'xamjneil,  a»  well  as  to  clean  it  from  the  grass  and  other  substances  that  have  gathered 
thereon,  caused  by  her  long  detenticm  in  this  harbor.  The  upper  works  and  deck  re- 
(piire<l  calking,  as  she  has  been  expos<Hl  to  the  sun  for  over  three  months.  The  top  of 
the  bouae  on  cleck  retpiires  to  be  covered  with  canvas,  as  that  on  at  present  is  much 
worn,  caused  by  the  number  of  men  walking  over  it  while  alongside  of  the  Spanish 
frigate,  and  also  from  exposure.  One  "  cavil''  on  deck  torn  away  while  towing  here, 
leaving  the  deck  underneath  it  ex]N)sed,  so  that  the  planks  have  become  rotten,  and  it 
will  be  necessarj'  to  replace  the  **  deck  plank"  and  *'  cavil"  with  new  ones.  The  wind- 
lass requirea  slight  repairs,  having  been  danmged  by  nuikuig  ro)>e8  fast  t4»  it  to  secure 
the  Asii)inwall  to  the  Spanish  frigate.  Window  glass,  frames,  binimcle,  and  doors  of  the 
houso-deck  require  repairs,  damages  caused  by  the  frigate  firing  guns  over  the  deck  of 
the  Aspinwall.  The  v»^sel  also  requires  painting  throughout.  Five  awning  stancheons, 
rarrie<l  away  while  alongside  the  Spanish  frigate,  reipiire  to  l>e  replaced.  Awnings 
worn  ont  by  exiKwure  require  to  bo  replaced  with  new  ones.  Sixty  fathoms  of  four- 
inch  line  worn  out  and  lost,  it  having  been  used  in  securing  the  vessel. 

We  could  not  move  the  engine  with  the  aiqdiances  on  board,  so  that  we  are  of  the 
«>pinion  that  the  main  working  parts  are  baclly  corroded  and  nisted  fast,  from  having 
remained  in  one  position  for  over  three  months,  and  it  will  be  necessary-  to  have  them 
taken  apart  in  onler  to  estimate  the  amount  of  damages  sustained  an<l  the  extent  of 
repairs  necessarj*  to  be  made  to  render  the  engine  seaworthy.  The  above  work  will 
•icciipy  four  days.  The  feed-pipes  are  burst,  and  recpiire  to  be  repaired.  All  valve- 
Ktema  are  greatly  con'oded,  also  the  shaft.  The  boiler  we  tind  to  be  in  good  (U'der.  The 
rondition  of  the  screw-propeller  and  stern-liearing  cannot  be  ascertained  until  the  en- 
gine is  tnme<l  by  steam,  or  the  vessel  go«*s  in  dock.    We  estimate  the  damages,  as  far 
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ab  can  be  seen  at  present^  to  be,  ibr  hull  and  appui'tenanees.  $1,500 ;  fur  engine  and  a]H 
piirtenances,  $500. 

We  are,  verv  resi^ectftiUv,  your  obedient  servants, 

JNO.  J.  BISSETT, 
First  Ass'wUint  Engineer  United  States  Karif. 
WAKREN  BARNARD, 

Carpenter  United  States  Nary. 
RICHD.  E.  McLEAN, 

Master  Kate  Brigham. 
CHA8.  C.  RICKER, 

Af aster  Bark  Atlanta. 

We  have  each  rt-o^iveil  $17  for  holding  the  fi)i\*^oin^^  Hurrev. 

JNO.  J.  BISSETT. 

WARREN  BARNARD. 

RICHARD  E.  McLEAN. 

CHARLES  C.  RICKER. 
Hon.  Thomas  Biddlk, 

United  States  Consul  General. 


[Traoslatiou.] 
COMMAXDAXCY   GEXEK.VL  OF  3IARINK   OF  THE  XAVAL  .STATION   OK   HAVANA. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  remit  to  you  herewith  seven  .parceJB,  which  appear  to  be  cor- 
respondence, the  log-book  and  documeuta  belonging  to  the  American  steamer  Colonel 
Lloyd  Aspinwall,  for  all  of  which  I  trust  you  will  be  nleased  to  give  the  corresponding 
receipt  for  due  evidence  in  this  commandancy  general. 

The  rear-admiral  J0SI5  MALCAMPf>. 

The  Consul  (tKNEral  of  the  United  Stales  at  this  city. 


•      [Tranalatlou.] 
(M)MMANDANCV   (iKNEKAL  OF  MARINE  OF  THE  NAVAL  STATION   .VF   HAVANA. 

With  this  date  I  give  the  convenient  order  to  the  commander  of  the  national  frigat<» 
Almanza,  to  place  at  your  dis]K>Ral  the  colored  sailor  (yeorge  D.  Green,  of  the  steaioei 
Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  who  has  been  in  the  iufirAary  of  said  vessel  recovering  his 
health.  And  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the  same  for  your  knowledge  and 
corresponding  results.    God  guard  yon  mauv  yeai-s. 

The  rear-ndmirul  JOSfi  MALCAMPO. 

Havana,  Man  ^h  l^^O. 

The  Consul  General  of  the  United  States  at  thin  city. 


No.  40. 

Mr.  BUUVe  to  Mi\  Davis. 

:So.  lOO.J  Havana,  May  12,  1870.— (Recei veil  May  20.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  r(»port  that  the  American  steamer  Coh)nel  Lloyd 
Aspinwall  sailed  for  Key  West  at  4  p.  m.  on  the  lOtli  instant. 

There  was  a  delay  of  three  days  in  obtaining  the  necessary  im)!^ -clear- 
ance, from  the  technical  obstrnctions  of  snbordinates. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  certificate  of  the  death 
in  the  military  hospital,  on  the  4th  instant,  of  George  D.  Gn»on,  the 
olored  cook  who  was  taken  from  the  vessel  by  the  Spanish  officials. 
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[Translation.] 

Military  Hospital  of  Havana. 

Frigate  Almanza. — George  D.  Green  entered  on  the  20th  of  February,  and  died  this  4th 
day  of  May,  1870,  without  aid.  / 

Apartment:  Dungeon  No.  11. 
Sickness:  Chronic  diarrhea. 

The  iusivector  JOSf!  GONZALO. 


No.  41. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr,  Lopez  RoberU, 

Department  of  Btate, 

WofihinifUmj  May  25,  1870, 
With  refei-euce  to  the  claim  of  the'owDers  of  the  steamer  Lloyd  Asp- 
inwall  for.  damages  on  account  of  the  seizure  of  that  vessel  by  a  Span- 
ish man  of  war,  and  her  subsequent  detention  at  Havana,  I  have  the 
bonor  to  propose  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  two  commissioners,  one 
to  be  selected  by  the  Spanish  and  the  other  by  this  government,  with 
power  to  both  to  name  an  arbiter  in  the  event  of  their  disagreeing,  and 
that  the  place  of  their  meeting  be  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

It  is  deemed  so  important  that  this   irritating  question  should  be 
promptly  and  definitively  adjusted,  that  I  hope  you  will  at  once  com- 
municate the  proposition  to  your  government. 
I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to,  &c. 


No.  42. 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr,  BiMle, 

Xo.  6G.J  %  Washington,  May  :i5, 1870. 

Your  dispatch  No.  109,  announcing  the  sailing  of  the  steamer  Lloj'd 
Aspinwall  for  Key  West,  and  the  decease  of  George  Y>,  Green,  the  col- 
ored cook,  who  was  taken  from  the  vessel  by  the  Spanish  authorities, 
bas  been  received. 

In  relation  to  the  case  of  Green  you  will  inquire  and  report  to  the 
^lepartinent  whether  he  was  imprisoned  in  a  dungeon,  and  if  so  by 
what  authority.  The  certificate  of  his  death  accompanying  your  dis- 
l>atch  states  that  he  died  in  a  dungeon. 


No.  43. 

Mr,  Lope::  Roberts  to  Mr,  Fish. 

Washington,  May  30, 1870.— (Keteived  May  31.) 
The  midersigned,  ^nvoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
^pain,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State 
tho  receipt  of  his  note  of  the  25th  instant,  wherein  he  proposes  the  ap- 
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pointuieut  of  two  commissioners,  one  to  be  chosen  by  the  governnieut 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  by  that  which  the  undersigned  has 
the  honor  to  represent,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  amount  of  the 
damages  suffered  by  the  steamer  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  through  her  detea- 
tion  in  the  port  of  Havana,  and  her  capture  by  a  Spanish  war  stfeamer ; 
proposing  further,  that  in  ciise  of  a  faihire  to  agree  on  the  part  of  tbe 
two  commissioners,  these  be  empowered  to  appoint  an  umpire  to  decide 
the  case,  and  that  the  place  of  meeting  be  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  undersigned  informs  Mr.  Hamilton  Fish  that  he  has  transmitted 
the  proposal  in  question  to  his  government,  both  by  submarine  cable  and 
by  mail,  and  that  as  soon  as  he  receives  instructions  from  Madrid  he 
will  communicate  them  to  him  for  his  information. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  tbe 
honorable  Secretarv  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

MAUlilClO  LOPEZ  ROBERTS. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  Statk  of  the  United  State^i. 


No.  U. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr,  Davin. 

No.  141.]  Havana,  Jum  1,  1870.— (Received  June  10.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  a<'knowiedge  receipt  of  your  dispatches  Nos.  Go, 
f>4,  id^y,  and  GG. 

Referring  to  your  No.  ijQ^  I  have  the.  honor  to  report  that  while  the 
primitive  detinition  of  the  Spanish  term  "Calaboza-'  (the  only  one, 
indeed,  in  Neuman's  Dictionary)  is  "dungeon,''  and  that  therefore  used 
by  my  assistant  in  his  translation,  it  is  also  used  in  a  derivative  sense, 
to  denote  a  ward  or  apartment  in  a  hospital  or  public  institution  where 
the  inmates  are  confined. 

I  visited  to-day  tlie  military  hospital,  and  have  been  sln)wii  the  ixwui 
in  which  George  D.  Green,  the  colored  cook  of  the  steamer  Lloy<l  Aspin- 
wall, died.  It  is  a  large,  sijuare,  high-ceilinged,  dry  room,  Jind  looks 
uiK)n  a  spacious  courtyard,  well  shaded  witM  trees.  The  ward  in  which 
he  was  originally  placed  1  also  examined.  It  was  an  airy,  long  nM)ni, 
with  beds  for  about  fifty  patients,  and  I  can  (mly  say  that  it  seemed  to 
c*ompare  well  with  those  in  similar  institutions  in  the  United  States. 

I  regi*et  the  use  of  the  erroneous  expression  by  the  translator;  tbe 
legitimate  meaning  was  his  justification,  and  I  had  understood  the  case 
as  the  investigation  established  it. 


No.  45. 

Mr,  Lopez  JRohert8  to  Mr.  Fiah. 

[Translation.] 

Washington,  JunelQ,  1870. — (Received  Jnne  17.) 
RefeiTing  to  his  note  of  May  30,  the  undersigned,  envi)y  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Spain,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  that  he  has  receive<l  a 
telegraphic  dispatch  from  Madrid,  in  which  his  government  notifies  him 
of  its  acceptance  of  the  proposal  made  by  the  honorable  Hamilton  Fish, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


INJURIES    TO    AMERICAN    CITIZENS    IN    CUBA.  141 

in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  two  commissioners,  one  by  each  party, 
with  i)ower  to  appoint  an  umpire  in  case  of  disagreement,  to  decide 
with  regfard  to  the  losses  and  damages  in  the  case  of  the  American 
steamer  Uoyd  A  spin  wall. 

The  undersigned  begs  the  honorable*  Secretary  of  State  to  be  pleased 
to  inform  him  concerning  what  he  may  further  decide  upon  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  he  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  him  the  assur- 
ances of  his  highest  considerati<»n. 


Xo.  40. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Roberts. 

Department  of  State, 

Wmhington^  June  17,  1870. 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note  of  the  16th  instant  from  the 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Spain,  stating  that 
he  has  received  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  Madrid,  in  which  his  gov- 
ernment notifies  him  of  its  acceptance  of  the  propossil  made  by  the 
undersigned  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  two  commissioners,  one 
by  each  party,  with  iK)wer  to  appoint  an  umpire  in  case  of  disagi^eement, 
to  decide  with  regard  to  the  losses  and  damages  in  the  case  of  the 
American  steamer  Lloyd  Aspinw  all. 

In  reply  the  undersigned  has  the  h(mor  to  inform  the  minister  of 
Spain  that  tlie  United  States  will  be  prepared  to  name  a  merchant  as 
its  commissioner,  and  that  it  is  understood  by  this  government  that  no 
counsel  will  be  employed  on  either  side,  and  would  be  happy  to  know  if 
the  minister  »o  understands  it. 

The  nnderslgned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion,  &c. 


No.  40J. 

Mr.  Fuh  to  Mr.  Roberts. 

Department  of  State, 

Washingionj  June  22,  1870. 
With  reference  to  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between 
ns  ui>on  the  mode  of  adjusting  the  indemnity  to  be  paid  in  the  case  of 
the  steamer  Colonel  Lloyd  Asi)inwall,  I  will  esteem  it  a  favor  if  you  will 
infoiTn  me  whether  you  have  selected  a  referee  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
and  if  so.  you  will  acfjuaint  me  with  his  name. 


So.  47. 

Mr.  Rolerts  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Washiisgton,  June  23,  1870. — (Received  June  24.) 
The  undersigned,  minister  of  Spain,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  the  receipt  of  his 
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two  notes  of  the  17th  and  22d  of  the  present  month,  both  referring  to 
the  matter  of  the  appointment  of  the  commissioners,  one  by  each  party, 
with  powere  to  choose  an  umpire  in  case  of  disagreement,  in  order  to 
adjust  the  losses  and  damages  in  the  affair  of  the  steamer  Lloyd  As- 
pinwall. 

The  undersigned  informs  Mr.  Hamilton  Fish,  in  reply  to  his  afore- 
said notes,  that  his  ffovernment  has  appointed  to  i^epresent  itascommis 
sioner  in  this  matter  Mr.  Juan  M.  Ceballos,  a  Spanish  merchant 
established  in  New  York,  and  that  it  would  thank  him  to  be  pleased  to 
state  to  it  whom  the  United  States  has  chosen  for  the  same  purpose,  to 
the  end  that  the  negotiations  between  the  two  commissioners  may  com- 
mence as  soon  as  possible,  in  the  said  city  of  New  York. 

The  undersigneil  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  tbe 
honorable  Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideni- 
tion. 


No.  48. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr,  Roberts. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  23,  1670. 

1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  this  dati^, 
informing  me  of  the  selection  by  your  government  of  Mr.  Juan  M.  C^- 
ballos,  a  Spanish  merchant  in  New  Yorlc,  as  the  referee  on  its  part  in 
the  case  of  the  steamer  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  and  requesting  mc  to  inform 
you  of  the  name  of  the  person  selected  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
to  act  as  their  referee. 

In  reply  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  •lojin  S.  Williams,  esti., 
of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Williams  and  Guion,  No.  03  Wall  street.  New 
York,  has  been  selected  on  the  part  of  this  government. 


No.  49. 

Mr.  FM  to  Mr.  Williams. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  7,  1870. 

SiK :  At  the  request  of  Messrs.  J.  M.  liequa  &  Co.,  the  owners  of  the 
steamer  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  the  President  has  selected  you  to  act  as  th<' 
referee  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  determine  the  damages  whicli 
the  owners  and  the  crew  of  that  vessel  have  sufli'ered  by  reasou  of  th<* 
seizure  of  the  vessel  and  its  detention  in  the  pprt  of  Nuevitas,  and 
afterward  in  the  i>ort  of  Havana,  in  Cubsu  The  minister  of  Spain  has 
selected  Mr.  Juan  Ceballos  to  act  as  the  referee  on  the  part  of  Spain. 

Your  tirst  duty  will  be  to  agree  upon  some  disinterested  third  party  to 
act  as  the  umpire  on  questions  on  which  the  referees  fail  to  agnv, 
and  to  report  his  name  to  this  department.  You  will  then,  at  as  early 
a  date  as  possible,  proceed  to  take  proof  of  the  damage  in  such  font: 
and  under  such  conditions  as  may  be  determined  by  the  referees.  In 
case  the  referees  agi'ce  upon  an  award  you  will  sign  it  in  duplicate,  i*e- 
turning  one  copy  to  this  department  and  one  copy  to  the  minister  «3i* 
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SpaiD,  at  Washington.  In  case  you  do  not  agree  yon  will  certity  to  the 
ninpire  the  points  on  which  you  fail  to  agree,  together  with  all  the  evi- 
dence taken  concerning  the  same. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


HAMILTON  FISH. 


John  S.  Williams, 

Xo.  m  Wall  Street,  Netv  York. 


No.  oO. 

Mr.  Fmh  to  J.  M.  Bequa  cfe  Co. 

Depabtment  of  State,  July  7, 1870. 
Gentlemen  ;  Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  has  been  received.  In 
reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  a  communication  has  this  day  been  ad- 
dressed to  John  S.  Williams,  esq.,  of  New  York,  notifying  him  of  his 
selection  by  the  President  to  act  as  the  referee  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  in  the  case  of  the  steamer  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  and  iu- 
stnicting  him  as  to  his  duties  in  that  capacity. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obrdient  servant, 


:?.— THE  CHAMPION. 

No.  1. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Damn. 


No,  8.]  Consulate  General  op  the  United  States, 

Havana^  March  4,  1870. — (Received  March  12.) 

I  bave  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  consideration,  a  copy 
of  dispatch  No.  4,  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Santiago  de  Cuba 
to  the  consul  general ;  also,  an  extract  from  his  No.  5,  and  a  communi- 
cation, dated  February  24th  ultimo,  from  John  W.  Parsons,  esq.,  ap- 
I)ointed  United  States  consul  at  that  port. 

As  stated,  the  seizure  of  the  Champion  seems  to  have  been  some- 
what kindred  to  the  case  of  the  Lloyd  Aspinwall. 


Vr.  PhilUps  to  ^fl•.  Hall 

^<>-  4]  United  States  Consulate, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  February  iKJ,  1870. 
^  Sir  :  I  luive  alst)  to  iiifonu  you  that  on  Suuday,  20tli  iiistaiit,  the  American  Hloop 
Champion  emtered  our  port,  in  difitress  from  Aux  Cayes,  Iwund  to  Jamaica,  in  baUast, 
'^licn  six  days  at  sea  sprung  a  leak  and  made  this  port. 

It  apiiearod  that  she  cleai-ed  with  one  passenger,  and  when  visited  by  the  boaitling- 
officers  he  was  nan  eaf,  which  led  to  the  suspicion  that  he  had  been  landed  on  the  coast 
'u  Cuba,  and  that  the  sloop  was  in  commission  of  the  rebel  cause. 

The  conmiiuider  de  marina  immediately  seized  her  pai)erSy  held  the  ca])tAin  and  crew 
prisoners,  and  hauled  the  sloop  under  the  guns  of  a  Spanish  man-of-war,  leaking  150 
Htrokos  per  hour.  Pennission  was  asked  for  by  the  captain  to  communicate  personally 
^?^  "."*'  ^vliich  was  refused ;  lie,  however,  c^ame  up  this  morning  and  entew^d  his  protest, 
01  which  I  send  a  copy.  I  have  communicated  officially  with  the  local  authorities, 
procuro<l  the  release  and  discharged  the  civw,  which  consisted  of  four  men,  and  aban- 
*m\(H\  the  vcRsel. 
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III  a  declaruiiuii  taken  from  the  crew,  iiuder  oath,  it  appears  that  the  nloop  waititi 
thirty  hoin:8  oft' the  port  of  Aiix  Cayes  for  the  passenger,  and  not  making  his  appearance 
proceeded  on  her  voyage,  and,  owing  to  heavy  norther  Mowing,  ran  into  smooth  wat«*i 
down  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  fearing  to  stand  across  to  Jamaica  in  heavy  weather  in  :» 
h'aking  condition. 

Hkxrv  C.  Hall,  Esq., 

t^nit<^  States  Vice-conHul  General,  Havana. 


Mr.  PhiUips  to  Mr  Hall. 

Xo.  .J.]  United  Statks  Consulate  General. 

Santiago  de  Cubaj  Ftbi'uarv  25,  lt<70. 

Per  yestenUiy's  mail  I  forwarded  to  yon  the  ease  of  tlie  American  sloop  Champion : 
to-day  I  continue  the  matter  by  sending  a  copy  of  my  ofticial  dispatch  to  the'  acting 
governor,  agreeable  to  the  instructions  of  the  captain,  to  which  he  replies  that  he  doe* 
not  teel  authorized  to  acc^^pt  the  terms  propose*!  by  the  captain,  and  refers  the  mattoi 
to  his  excellency  the  political  governor  of  the  island. 

Tlie  sailors  are  at  prest»nt  ui)on  expense  to  the  United  States  government,  $1  25  iwi 
day  each,  exclusive  of  the  ca])tain,  and  as  the  case  will  probably  lie  submittal  to  tin 
decision  of  the  marine  tribunal,  these  sailors,  without  doubt,  will*  be  required  as  wit- 
nesses ;  however,  if  you  think  advisable,  I  can  take  a  separate  deposition  of  each,  mw 
Hend  them  to  tlie  United  States.     I  woidd  like  y(mr  advice  upon  the  subject. 


Protcitt  of  the  master. 

United  Stated  CoNsii^iTE, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  February  22,  1870. 
I,  William  W.  Cox,  an  American  citizen,  master  of  the  sloop  Champion,  of  Noaul*. 
Connecticut,  declare  and  make  oath  that  I  left  Aux  Cayes  on  the  4th  inst-ant,  in> 
vessi^l  being  then  in  good  seaworthy  condition ;  wh*n  six  dtiys  out  sprung  a  lejik  au': 
Wiis  compefied  to  miike  harbor  at  this  port  upon  arrival,  and  held  me  prisoner  oni 
afternoon,  not  allowing  me  to  communicate  personally  with  the  Amencan  consul: 
after  which  haule<l  my  vessel  under  the  guns  of  a  Spanish  man-of-war,  leaking 
150  strokes  per  hour,  where  she  and  the  crew  remain  i^risoners.  Believing  it  to  be  ai. 
outrage  upon  the  undisputed  rights  of  an  American  citizen,  I  not  only  iurot««t  but 
abandon  my  vessel  to  the  Spanish  government,  holding  them  responsible  for  (huuagti^ 
thereof. 

WM.  W.  COX. 


Mr.  Parsons  to  Mr.  Natl. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Santiago  de  Cuba^  February  24,  IffiO. 

Dr.  Phillips's  disiiatch  particularizes  upon  the  seizure  of  the  slooi)  Champion,  clean;*! 
from  the  i»ort  of  Aux  Cayes,  bound  for  Kingston,  Jamaica.  The  captain  deposed  in  hi" 
protest  as  follows :  The  vessel  sprung  a  lealc  off  this  coast,  and  lie  was  obliged  to  devi- 
ate! from  the  voyage,  entering  this  port  to  rejiair  the  accident.  On  his  amval  the  au- 
thorities discovered  a  trifling  informality  in  the  ship's  i)apers. 

The  disap})earance  of  a  passenger  who  was  upon  the  bill  of  health  as  in  transit,  bo  ex- 
cited their  suspicions  that  they  seized  and  conveyed  her  under  the  guns  of  a  Spauixi: 
man-of-war,  and  imprisoned  the  crew.  Ui>on  the 'subse<|Uent  releiise  of  the  latter,  i\u 
captain  visited  the  consiU  and  entered  his  protest,  surrendering  the  vessel  as ahandoi«<i 
property.  The  case  was  promptly  submitted  to  the  authorities,  before  whom  it  i*'  n"^ 
pending. 


Mr.  BiMle  to  Mr.  I>avi>i. 

No.  19.1  Consulate  General  of  the  United  States, 

Havana^  March  10,  1870. — (Received  March  17.i 
deferring  to  the  case  of  the  sloop  Champion  at  Santia[?o  de  Cuba.  I 
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have  tbe  honor  'to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  dispatch  Ko.  6,  ad- 
dressed to  this  office  from  the  United  States  consul  at  that  port,  and 
await  instructions  from  the  department. 


Mr.  rhiUips  to  Mr.  Hall. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  March  A,  1870. 

I  wrpte  to  you  on  the  25tli  ultimo  resiiecting  tbe  Bloop  Cbampion,  since  which  notli- 
lug  has  been  done  ni>on  the  part  of  the  government  in  the  matter.  She  has  sunk  in 
shallow  water  and  is  ftUing  up  with  mud.  The  captain's  books,  charts,  nautical  instru- 
ments, clothing,  &c.,  together  with  tbe  sailors'  i>erHonal  effects,  wiU  prove  a  tot^  loss, 
and  the  captain  informs  me  that  in  a  few  days  lier  line  rosewood  cabin  will  be  eaten 
up  by  the  worms.  The  Champion  was  built  for  a  yacht^  of  the  best  material,  coppered 
aud  copper-fastened,  and  cost  some  $10,000.  The  captain  is  at  a  hotel,  and  the  crew  under 
my  charge,  and  uiN)n  some  consiclerable  expense  to  the  United  States  government, 
Wing  necessary  to  furnish  them  with  all  necessary  clothing. 

The  captain  informs  me  that  he  can  prove  by  the  American  consul  at  Aux  Cayes, 
Hayti,  that  the  passenger  on  his  bill  of  health  did  not  come  on  board. 

I  have  written  him  for  official  information. 


No.  3. 
Mr,  Davis  to  Mr,  Biddle. 

[Extract.] 

No.  20]  Washington,  March  23, 1870. 

It  appears  by  Mr.  Parsons's  dispatch  that  he  is  ready  and  desires  to 
^nd  to  the  United  States  the  destitute  seamen  from  the  sunken  sloop 
Champion,  but  that  the  Spanish  authorities  detain  them  as  witnesses,  re- 
fasing  to  give  them  passports.  You  will  please  represent  to  the  Captain 
(leneral  that  this  government  cannot  acquiesce  in  the  propriety  of  such 
a  detention.  It  would  seem  to  be  quite  feasible  to  take  their  testimony 
and  allow  them  to  leave,  instead  of  keeping  them  there  at  the  expense  ' 
of  this  government.  It  is  presumed  that,  imless  they  are  held  for  some 
other  purpose  than  as  witnesses,  the  Captain  General  will  order  their 
early  release. 


No.  4. 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr,  Biddle. 

[Extract.] 

No.  28.]  Washington,  April  1, 1870. 

No  representations  on  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  Champion  have 
yet  been  made  to  the  department.    Mr.  Parsons  has  been  written  to 
about  the  crew  of  that  vessel. 
S.  Ex.  Doc.  108 10 
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No.  5. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr,  Davis. 

[No.  47.J  Consulate  General  of  the  United  States, 

Havana^  April  1,  1870. — (Received  April  9.) 

Eeferring  to  your  dispatch  No.  20, 1  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
owing  to  the  continued  absence  of  the  Captain  General,  I  presented  a 
written  application  to  the  segundo  cabo,  or  lieutenant  governor,  as  per 
inclosure,  with  relation  to  the  liberation  of  the  crew  of  the  embargoed 
American  sloop  Champion,  sunk  at  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

I  was  informed  by  this  gentleman  that  immediately  after  the  deposi- 
tions of  the  said  ship's  company  were  taken  they  should  be  placed  at  the 
disposition  of  the  United  States  consul  at  Santiago,  to  be  sent  to  the 
United  States. 


CoxsuLATK  General  of  the  United  States, 

Havana^  April  1, 1870. 
Your  ExcelU':ncy  :  I  have  the  houor  to  invite  your  favorable  consideration  to  the 
foUowing  extract  from  a  dispatch  received  at  this  consulate  general  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  at  Washington,  and  to  which  I  am  instructed  to  draw  your  attention: 

"  It  appears  by  the  dispatch  of  Mr.  Parsons,  the  United  States  consul  at  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  that  he  is  ready  and  desirous  to  send  to  the  Unit^  States  the  destitute  flea- 
men  from  the  sunken  sloop  Champion,  but  that  the  Spanish  authorities  detain  them  ok 
witnesses,  refusing  to  give  them  passports.  You  will  please  represent  to  the  Captain 
General  tliat  this  government  cannot  acquiesce  in  the  propriety  of  such  a  detention.  It 
would  seem  to  be  quite  feasible  to  take  their  testimony  and  allow  them  to  leave,  in- 
stead of  keeping  them  there  at  the  expense  of  this  government.  It  is  presumed  that, 
unless  they  are  iield  for  some  other  purpose  than  as  witnesses,  the  Captain  General 
will  order  their  early  release." 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  vour  excellencv's  oliediont  servant, 

THOMAS  BIDDLE, 
Consul  General  of  Ihe  United  iStaM. 
His  excellency  the  Supekior  Political  Governor,  <fc.,  tfr.,  <lfr. 


No.  6. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Davis. 

•  No.  57.]  Consulate  General  of  the  United  States, 

Havana^  April  8, 1870.-2-( Received  April  15.) 
Keferring  to  iny  ^lispatch  No.  47,  relating  to  a  verbal  cominunicatiou 
from  the  lieutenant  governor  in  the  case  of  the  American  sloop  Cham 
pion,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  and  translation 
of  a  letter  since  received  from  that  oflBcer  upon  the  subject. 


[TranBlatioii.] 

SUPERIOR  POLITICAL  OOVKHNMENT  OP  THE  ISLAND  OF    CURA,  SECRETARY'S  OFFICE  PO- 
LITICAL AFFAIRS. 

I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  IbI  instant,  in  which  you  transmit  the 
extract  from  a  dispatch  from  the  Department  of  State  at  Washington,  inqniring  the 
cause  of  the  retention  of  the  crew  of  the  American  sloop  Champion,  held  at  Cuba. 

I  have  asked  for  information  from  the  commanding  general  of  the  naval  station,  who 
informs  me  that  he  has  given  orders  that  the  matter  be  investigated  at  Cuba, 

God  guard  you  many  years. 

Havana,  April  6,  1870. 

The  Consul  General  of  the  United  States. 
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No.  7. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Biddle. 

[  Telef^ui . — ^Extract.  ] 

Washington,  April  9, 1870. 

•       •        •        •    Ask  for  tlie  immediate  release  of  the  crew  of  the 
Champion. 


No.  8. 

Mr.  Parnons  to  Mr.  Davis. 

No.  16.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  April  16, 1870.— (Eteceived  May  7.) 

At  the  remonstrance  of  the  .crew  of  the  sloop  Champion,  Admiral 
Poor  protested  to  the  governor  of  this  department  against  their  reten- 
tion, urging  in  his  communication  that,  owing  to  the  approach  of  the 
sickly  season,  it  would  endanger  their  lives  to  remain. 

Governor  Ojeda  immediately  notified  the  admiral  of  their  release  and 
delivery  into  his  hands;  they  proceeded  on  board  the  Severn  by  order 
of  Admiral  Poor,  and  sailed  for  Kingston,  Jamaica,  from  which  point 
they  will  probably  be  forwarded  to  the  United  States,  by  the  consul, 
or  otherwise  disposed  of  by  the  admiral. 


No.  9. 
Mr.  Bar  is  to  Mr.  Biddk. 

No.  38.]  Washington,  April  18, 1870. 

You  are  instructed  to  ask  the  Captain  General  for  compensation  for 
the  schooner  Champion,.seized  by  the  Spanish  authorities  in  the  harbor 
of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  abandoned  by  the  master  as  a  toUil  loss.  For 
the  facts  in  the  case  your  are  referred  to  your  No.  8. 


No.  10. 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Biddle. 

[Extract.] 

No.  42.]  Washington,  April  20, 1870. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  15th  instant,  a  telegram  was  re- 
ceived from  our  minister  at  Madrid  containing  a  report  of  an  interview 
with  the  minister  of  state,  in  which  the  latter  •  •  ♦  •  • 
stated  that  no  report  in  the  case  of  the  Champion  had  reached  the  gov- 
ernment at  Madrid,  but  promised  to  telegraph  for  the  same. 
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No.  11. 

Mr.  Sicldes  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Telegram.] 

Madrid,  April  21,  1870.— (Received  Apra^l.) 
Communication  from  minister  of  state  shows  that  Champion  put  into 
Santiago  de  Cuba  February  20,  in  distress,  and  was  seized  on  suspicion 
of  having  been  engaged  in  unlawful  voyage.    Captain  protested  and 
abandoned  vessel.    Report  incomplete ;  forwarded  by  mail. 


No.  12. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  94.]  Madrid,  April'21^  1870.— (Received  May  10.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  communication  just  received  from  the 
minister  of  state,  and  copies  of  documents  which  accompanied  it,  pnr- 
porting  to  explain  the  seizure  of  the  Champion.  These  papers  you  will 
observe,  are  entirely  inadequate  and  afford  no  sufficient  explanation  of 
the  proceedings  in  question.  I  8hall  take  occasion  to  remark  as  much 
to  the  minister  of  state. 


Mr.  SagcLsa  to  Mr.  Sicklen. 

[Tranalation.] 

Madrid,  April  20,  ItffO. 

Certain  coiDmnuications  baring  been  received  in  tbis  department  under  my  cbarji:? 
relating  to  tbe  detention  of  tbe  American  sloop  Champion  in  tbe  port  of  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  and  conformably  to  my  promise  to  your  excellency  in  our  last  conlereoce,  I 
bave  tbe  bonor  to  transmit  to  you  tbe  accompanying  copies,  desiring  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  tbe  statement  of  tbe  authorities,  and  especially  to  tbe  communication  from 
tbe  consul  of  tbe  United  States  to  tbe  commandant  of  marine. 

From  tbis  last  it  at  once  appears  tbat  in  tbe  detention  of  tbe  said  sloop  tbere  coald 
bave  been  none  of  tbe  illegal  vexations  wbicb  bave  been  supposed,  and  above  all  that 
in  tbis  act  no  offense  wbatever  to  tbe  flag  of  a  friendly  nation  could  be  inferred,  for 
in  tbat  case  it  is  certain  tbat  tbe  consul  of  tbe  United  States  would  in  no  way  have 
willingly  civen  bis  assent,  still  less  bave  served  as  a  medium  for  the  adjustment  of 
sucb  a  reclamation,  arranging  tbe  receipt  for  tbe  calking  of  tbe  vessel  and  for  the 
expenses  of  tbe  crew.  On  tbe  other  band,  tbe  marine  court,  if  it  bad  not  been  con- 
vinced of  tbe  legality  witb  wbicb  it  bas  acted  fundamentaUy  as  well  as  in  form,  woold 
not  bave  rejected  tbe  proposition,  if  only  to  cut  sbort  tbe  annoying  controversies  which 
private  interests  always  awake  wben  in  conflict  witb  the  duties  imposed  by  the  exercise 
of  authority  in  circumstances  as  extraordinary  as  those  through  which  the  island  of 
Cuba  is  passing. 

I  imprt>ve  tbis  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  your  excellency  tbe  assurances  of  my  ni(»st 
distinguished  consuleratioD. 


f  Translation.] 

CIVIL  GOVERNMENT  OF  TIIK   EASTERN  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   ISLAND  OF  CUBA,  MX'RE- 
TAHY'S  office,  naval  IIEADQUARTEUS  of  THE   PROVINCE  OF   CUBA. 

I  have  in  my  possession  tbe  communication  dated  yesterday,  wbicb  your  excellency 
was  pleased  to  address  to  me,  accomiianied  by  tbe  copy  of  the  protests  which  have 
been  made  before  tbe  vice-consul  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  by  the  captain 
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and  crew  of  the  American  merchant  sloop  Champion,  arrived  in  this  port  on  the  ^th 
instant,  which  vessel  iiresonted  documents  so  contradictory  and  inaccurate  that,  it 
appearing  in  her  maniftist  that  she  carried  ten  individuals  in  the  crew  and  in  her  hill 
of  nealth,  (without  date,)  «evon  individuals  in  all,  she  entered  port  with  hut  live,  from 
captain  to  cabin  boy  all  included. 

For  this  fundamental  cause,  for  having  nioreov»?r  come  unprovided  with  a  log  of  her 
long  voyage  of  sixteen  days,  and  from  the  relative  situation  of  her  port  of  destination 
and  that  of  her  departure,  considering  the  general  winds  which  rule  in  that  zone,  sus- 
picions were  raised  that  an  illicit  object  prompted  her  voyage,  and  I  proceeded,  as 
yonr  excellency  and  the  vice-consul  himself  know,  ample  information  beinggiveu  him,  to 
institute  an  investigation  of  the  case,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  and  as  was 
my  duty.  But  remembering  the  extreme  consideration  which  I  have  shown  to  the 
captain  and  crew  of  the  said  vessel,  and  the  attention  of  which  they  have  been  the 
object  on  the  part  of  this  hea<lquarters,  I  have  been  caused  the  highest  astonishment 
and  been  disagreeably  atlected  by  the  inexact  character  of  the  protests  set  forth,  and 
the,  for  me  until  now,  inexplicable  determination  to  abandon  the  vessel  and  represent 
her  as  given  up  to  the  Spanish  government,  in  whose  power  the  American  consul  says 
she  now  is.  But  it  appearing  to  me  advisable  to  set  aside  the  consideration  of  the 
idea  which  may  have  led  to  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure,  and  that  your  excellency 
might  perceive  in  your  wisdom  if  there  might  or  might  not  be  incongruities  of  some 
sort  which  could  give  an  appearance  of  foundation  to  the  language  used  in  the  pro- 
tests referred  to,  I  deem  it  opportune  to  give  your  excellency  a  substantial  account  of 
all  the  occurrences  since  the  entrance  of  the  sloop  Champion  into  this  port. 

This  vessel  anchored  on  the  afternoon  of  the  is^th  instant,  as  has  been  before  said, 
and  on  the  health  officer  going  to  make  his  visit  he  noticed  a  discrepancy,  already 
referred  to,  between  the  certificate  and  the  crew  the  vessel  carried,  iu  consequence 
of  which  she  was  placed  under  sanitary  supervision  until  free  intercourse  was  granted 
a  few  hours  afterward. 

On  the  following  morning,  deputed  by  the  court  of  this  district,  I  went  on  board  ther 
sloop  with  the  captain  and  one  of  the  sailors,  who  was  found  on  shore,  and  inspected 
the  condition  of  the  vessel,  and,  the  captain  having  stated  that  she  had  made  consider- 
able water,  and  that  he  was  desirous  to  anchor  her  in  a  more  sheltered  place  to  repair 
her  with  the  greater  facility,  I  gave  orders  that  a  harbor  pilot  should  at  once  come  on 
board,  in  order  that  the  said  vessel  might  be  taken  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
lighterage  wharf,  which  is  the  best  anchorage  in  port  for  this  class  of  vessels,  which  was 
done  in  a  short  time. 

In  tliis  state  of  afiairs  the  proceedings  began,  but  as  there  was  not  sufficient  room  in 
the  vessel  for  the  examination  to  be  held  tliere,  I  determined  to  remove  it  to  the  cap- 
taincy of  the  po'rt,  whither  we  came  with  the  captain  and  one  of  the  crew,  the  others 
remaining  on  boanl  to  work  the  pump,  as  the  captain  himself  requested. 

The  day  thus  i>as8e<l,  moving  in  the  matter  until  5  oVlock  p.  m.,  when  the  said  pro- 
ceeding was  suspended,  to  be  continued  on  the  following  d^y,  when  the  court  was 
again  organized,  about  8  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Half  an  hour  afterward  came  in  the 
sailor  of  the  said  crew  who  spoke  Spanish,  who  carried  already  his  purchases  made  in 
the  market-place,  leaNing  the  captain  with  whom  he  had  come  on  shore  in  a  public 
house ;  and,  having  askeu  the  said  sailor  at  what  hour  they  were  in  the  habit  of  break- 
fasting, he  said  al)out  eleven  or  half-past  eleven.  The  proceedings  were  continued 
for  a  short  time.  Being  engagexl  in  them,  at  about  half-past  nine  a  young  man  pre- 
sented himself,  saying  tliat  he  was  the  secretary  of  the  American  vice-consul,  and  that 
he  had  come  to-request,  on  the  part  of  that  gentleman,  that  the  captain  and  crew  might 
be  permitted  to  go  with  him  to  his  house  to  draw  up  a  document.  I  answered  him  that 
he  would  have  the  goodness  to  say  to  the  vice-consul  that  the  admiral  was  receiving 
with  all  haste  the  declarations  of  the  crew  and  an  amplilieation  of  that  of  the  captain, 
in  order  to  cause  them  the  lesujt  possible  detention,  and  that  as  swrn  as  we  were  through 
they  might  go  to  his  house  as  the  said  gentleman  desired. 

The  proceedings  thl»n  went  on  until  a  quarter  past  eleven,  when  the  said  captiuu  and 
crew  went  to  breakfast,  being  notified  beforehand  that  they  should  return  at  12  o'clock. 
The  a<lmiral  was  ready  at  that  hour,  but  it  growing  to  be  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and 
the  captain  not  coming  to  complete  his  declaration,  I  presumed  that  he  was  at  the  vice- 
consurs  house,  and  sent  a  messenger  of  this  headquarters  to  say  to  the  said  gentleman 
that  he  would  have  the  goodness  to  allow  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  Chiunpion  to 
make  haste,  in  order  to  be  able  to  conclude  the  investigation.  In  fact,  they  were  all 
there  at  that  time  drawing  up  the  said  protests,  and  the  above  mentioned  vice-c(msul 
answere<l  that  within  ten  minutes  the  captain  and  crew  would  be  in  the  headquarters 
of  the  port.  In  thirty  minutes,  more  or  less,  the  said  captain  and  crew  arrived,  (it  was 
then  about  two  oVlockJ  aii<l  the  investigation  was  pursued  and  lasted  until  4  o'clock 
the  same  afternoon.  Tlie  captain  having  made  known  to  me  a  few  moments  before 
that  his  men  were  tired  out  by  reason  of  having  worked  the  pump  so  long,  and  that  he 
desired  to  find  a  few  men  to  aid  him,  I  stated  to  him  that  which  I  had  the  honor  to  tell 
your  excellen<'y  in  my  letter  of  yesterday.    Lastly,  before  concluding,  I  will  say  to  your 
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excellency  that  ho  exccHsive  was  tlie  attention  sliowu  in  all  respects  to  the«e  stnm^rs 
in  this  port  that  they  were  not  Hubjecte<l  to  the  ordinary  iieriod  of  sanitary  superrinon, 
nor  were  they  nnder  the  vigilance  of  the  gunboat,  as  directed  by  the  sanitary  regula- 
tions now  in  force  ;  and  I  believe  the  behavior  shown  by  them  in  return  for  the  homn- 
tality  they  received  merits  at  least  that  the  attentitm  of  the  authorities  should  lie  called 
to  it*,  in  order  that  silence  may  not  give  chance  for  the  repetition  of  such  disagreeable 
occurrences. 

These  are,  Mr.  Governor,  the  true  facts  which  have  taken  place  resi)ectiug  the  captain 
and  crew  of  the  sloop  referred  to,  and  which  were  done  in  tiie  presence  of  all  the  gen- 
tlemen composing  the  court,  of  the  interpreter  of  the  naval  office,  and  of  Tarions  other 
dependents  of  these  headquarters,  as  also  the  scene  of  giving  the  aasiBtanee  of  other 
seamen  to  the  sloox>  before  the  secretary  of  the  said  vice-consul  and  the  commander  of 
the  schooner  Huelva ;  from  nil  which  it  is  only  by  seeing  with  my  own  eyea  the  protesti* 
referred  to  that  I  can  harbor  the  conviction  that  these  facts  are  represented  distorted 
up  to  the  point  of  saying  that  an  ontrage  has  been  committed  upon  them,  and  for  that 
cause  they  abandon  the  vessel. 

This  is  Vhat  I  deem  necessary  to  state  to  your  excellency  in  explanation  of  all  that 
has  happened  in  relation  to  this  disagreeable  and  unexpected  incident,  of  whii^h  I  shall 
^ve  information  by  the  next  mail  to  the  marine  commandant  of  the  a^iostadero,  inrliw- 
mg  the  proceedings. 

6od  guard  vour  excellency,  &r. 

Cuba,  February  23,  1870. 

ANTONIO  FRANCO. 

The  Provisional  Goveknou  of  this  Department, 

A  copy. 

Tlie  secretarv  of  the  government, 

MANUEL  GOMEZ. 

A  true  copy. 

[Here  followvs  the  rubric  of  the  minister  of  state.] 


[TraDBlation.] 

CIVIL  (JOVKRNMKNT  OF  THE  EASTERN  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ISLAND  OF  CI:BA»  SKt^RK- 
TARY's  OFFICE,  NUMBER  94. 

Excellent  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  exceliencv  a  copy  of  an  offiriAl 
communication  addressed  to  me  by  the  vice-consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
this  place,  setting  forth  that  the  protest  of  the  sloop  Champion  would  be  suspended  if 
the  vessel  were  returned  to  him  calked  and  the  payments  made  which  he  designates. 
By  my  answer,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  annexed,  your  excellency  will  see  that  I  havf 
not  acceded  to  the  request,  the  case  being  submitted  to  the  proceedings  instituted  by 
the  marine  court  and  to  your  excellency'*  sui)erior  decision.  At  the  same  time  I  tniiw- 
mit  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  the  note  aildressed  to  me  by  the  naval  commaDdant 
upon  the  situation  in  which  the  vessel  now  is,  from  the  causes  wliich  he  states,  in  order 
that  your  excellency,  in  view  of  all  the  fact«,  may  1m»  pleased  to  determine  what  y(«i 
think  proper. 

God  guanl  vour  exceliencv,  &c. 

Cuba,  February  24,  1870. 

Hi»  exceliencv  the  provisional  governor, 

MANUEL  DE  OJEDA. 

His  Excellency  the  Superior  Civil  Governor  of  the  hlaud. 

A  true  copy. 

[Here  follows  the  rubric  of  the  minister  of  state.] 


[Trnnslntiou.] 

civil  (lovkrnmf.xt  ok  the  kasthrx  department  of  the  isi^vnd  of  ciba.  secrk- 

tary's  office. 

[TranHlntiiui.) 


CoNsri^iTE  OF  theXnited  States, 

Santiago  de  Ciila,  Febt^uanj  23, 1870. 


Sir:  I  have  received  the  polite  couununication  of  yesterday  by  which  you  refuse  to 
accept  the  abandonment  of  the  American  .sloop  Champion,  considering  such  a  measure 
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extreme  and  uiynstiiiable,  the  action  of  the  government  being  justified  by  the  suspi- 
cions created  by  the  papers  of  the  vessel,  and  that  a  detention  for  a  few  hours  in  quar- 
antine did  not  constitute  a  seizure  of  a  merchant  vessel.  In  answer,  permit  me  to  say 
that,  notwithstanding  the  seizure  of  the  vesseFs  papeis  and  the  moving  or  changing 
her  from  one  place  to  another  constitute  a  capture,  virtually  or  in  fact,  of  the  vessel, 
nevertheless  tne  captain,  desiring  simply  to  have  firee  charge  of  his  vessel  and  to  con- 
tinue his  vovage  when  he  sees  fit,  and  not  wishing  to  prosecute  or  continue  a  complaint, , 
but  to  avoid  it,  if  possible,  I  am  led  to  infer  that  the  captain  will  withdraw  his  protest, . 
provided  that  the  vessel  be  returned  to  him  with  the  necessary  calking  which  requires 
to  be  done,  and  that  he  be  paid  the  costs  of  her  detention ;  and,  in  the  contrary  case, 
hi«  protest  will  remain  in  force  and  the  vessel  be  abandoned.  Therefore,  while  you 
fulfill  your  duty  in  having  suspicions  respecting  the  vessel,  you  will  not  hesitate  to 
allow  me,  as  well,  the  right  to  guard  a^inst  anything  the  captain  may  suffer  if  it  turns 
out  that  those  suspicions  lack  foundation. 

I  am,  sir,  with  estoem,  very  respectftilly,  voiirH, 

A.  E.  PHILLIPS, 

Acting  Consul. 
Colonel  Ojeda,  Provisional  Governor. 

Which  translation,  si^ed  and  sealed  with  the  Heal  of  my  office,  is  literally  from  the 
original,  to  which  I  certify  and  have  subscribed,  in  Cuba,  the  23d  of  February,  1870. 
The  interpreter  of  the  government  and  general  commandancy, 

MARIANO  PUERTE  Y  VILLALON. 

There  is  a  seal  on  the  margin,  which  says :  "  Interpretation  of  languages  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  general  commandancy  of  tlie  department  of  the  east  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba." 

A  copy : 

The  Hecretarv  of  the  government, 

MANUEL  GOMEZ. 


CIVIL  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE   EASTERN  DEPARTMENT  OV  THE   ISLAND  OF  CUBA,  aECRK- 

TARY^S  OFFICE. 

Yesterday  afternoon  I  received  the  letter  you  addressed  me,  stating  that  the  protest 
of  the  captain  of  the  vessel  Champion  would  be  suspended  if  the  vessel  should  be 
returned  calked  and  payments  made  as  stated.  In  response,  I  can  only  say  to  you  that, 
the  marine  court  being  cognizant  of  the  facts,  and  the  case  being  submitted  on  the  part 
of  this  government  to  the  decision  of  his  excellency  the  superior  civil  governor  of  the 
island,  I  cannot  and  must  not  accept  other  than  the  detennination  ordered  by  that 
superior  power. 

God  guanl  vour  excelleucy,  &c. 

JUAN  BE  OJEDA. 

CcDA,  February  23,  1870. 

The  Vice-consul  of  the  United  Stat&s  of  Amcncii  in  (his  place. 

A  copy : 

The  sccretarv  of  the  government, 

MANUEL  GOMEZ. 


CIVIL   GOVERNMENT   OF  THE  EASTERN   DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  LSLAND   OF    CUBA,  SECRE- 
TARY'S OFFICE.— NAVAL  HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  CUBA. 


At  this  moment,  2  o'clock  j).  m.,  the  head  pilot  of  this  port  has  come  to  inform  me 
that  he  had  met  the  captain  of  the  American  sloop  Champion  dining  in  tlie  restaurant 
of  Don  Felipe  Viejo,  and  informed  him  that  that  vessel  was  drifting  from  her  anchor- 
age, and  that  it  was  necessary  to  take  measures  that  the  vessel  might  suffer  no  damage. 
The  captain  answered  him  that  ho  could  do  nothing  in  the  matter,  because  he  had  no 
sailors  at  his  command ;  but  subsequently  one  of  tiiose  of  the  Champion,  who  acted 
as  pilot,  named  William  Perkins,  presented  himself  in  this  office  asking,  in  company 
with  the  same  pilot,  that  aid  might  be  lent  him  to  extricate  the  sloop  from  that  situa- 
tion, and  moor  her  to  tWb  lighterage  wharf;  and  thereupon  the  said  pilot,  a  sergeant 
of  marines,  a  sailor,  and  a  negro  went  on  board,  and,  as  they  did  so,  found  that  she 
had  her  anchor  stocked.  The  pilot  has  informed  me  since  then  that  the  sailor,  Wil- 
liam Perkins,  locked  the  cabin  and  took  the  key  away  with  him.     The  said  sloop  has 
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already  mach  water  in  the  hold,  and  as  the  seamen  of  the  schoon'er  Huelva  conld  not 
help  hor  in  this  affair,  becanse  she  went  to  sea  at  11  o'clock  this  morning,  it  follows 
that,  in  consequence  of  being  abandoned  by  her  captain,  she  will  very  soon  fill  with 
water,  although  she  cannot  so  to  the  bottom  because  she  is  in  a  secure  place,  and  in 
the  same  deptn  of  water  as  her  own  draught. 

This  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  for  your  information.     God  gnard 
your  excellency,  &c. 

ANTONIO  FRANCO. 

Cuba,  February  23,  1870. 

The  Civil  Pbovisional  Governor  of  this  dejjartmeni. 

A  copy : 

The  secretary  of  the  government, 

MANUEL  GOMEZ. 
A  true  copy. 

[Here  follows  the  rubric  of  the  minister  of  state.] 


Xo.  13. 

Mr.  Biddle  fo  Mr.  Fish. 

[Telegram.] 

Havana,  April  27, 1870.— (Received  April  21.) 
Consul  Parsons  informs  department,  in  his  No.  16,  that  crew  of  Cham- 
pion is  surrendered  to  Admiral  Poor,  of  United  States  steamer  Severn. 


No.  14. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Davis. 

No.  130J  Consulate  General  of  the  United  States, 

Havana^  May  27, 1870. — (Received  June  4.) 

Referring  to  your  dispatch  No.  38,  instructing  me  to  ask  the  Captain 
General  for  compensation  for  the  schooner  Champion,  seized  by  the 
Spanish  authorities  in  the  harbor  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  abandoned 
by  the  master  as  a  total  loss,  and  referring  me  for  the  facts  in  the  case 
to  my  No.  8, 1  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  having  written  to  the  United 
States  consul  at  Santiago  upon  the  subject,  in  order  to  obtain  the  meas- 
ure of  damages,  I  duly  received  from  him  a  reply  thereto,  (his  No.  17  to 
this  oflQce,)  dated  the  11th  instant,  a  copy  whereof,  and  of  its  inclosures, 
is  hereunto  attached. 

You  will  observe  that  neither  in  the  protests  of  the  master  and  marin- 
ers, nor  in  the  consular  correspondence  on  the  subject,  is  there  any 
specific  statement  of  the  value  of  this  vessel,  or  of  the  losses  sust^iined, 
unless  it  be  in  the  dispatch  No.  17,  above  referred  to.  Admiral  Poor 
corroborates  the  statements  as  to  her  hopelessly  submerged  condition. 
Her  crew  were  shipped  by  him  on  vessels  at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  and  he 
has  no  data  as  to  her  value  or  injuries. 

Believing  that  sooner  or  later  the  department  will  receive  a  formal 
notification  from  the  parties  interested  of  their  claims  in  this  case,  and 
being  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  its  early  presentation  to  the  Cuban 
government,  as  well  as  with  the  tenor  of  the  instructions  in  your  No- 
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38, 1  have,  therefore,  of  this  date,  addressed  a  note  to  the  superior  po- 
litical governor  of  the  island  upon  the  subject,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto 
annexed,  in  which  I  suggest  $10,000,  the  sura  asserted  by  the  master 
and  owner  as  the  value  of  the  vessel,  as  a  basis  for  terms  for  compen- 
sation, with  accruing  damages  for  detention,  &c. 


Consulate  General  of  the  United  States, 

HavanOj  May  27,  1870. 
Yot'R  EXCELI.ENCY :  I  hftve  the  honor  to  tranflinit  to  your  excellency  herewith,  an 
extract  from  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  from  the  Department  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  instructing  loe  to  ask  for  compensation  for  the  American  schooner 
Champiou,  seized  in  the  harhor  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  abandoned  by  the  master  as 
a  t4)tal  loss. 

The  said  master  stated,  previous  to  leaving  this  island,  that  the  schooner  had  cost 
him  $10,000,  which  sum  may  be  thus  understood  to  form  the  basis  on  which  the  com- 
pensation claimed  by  the  United  States  government  may  bo  founded,  with  accruing 
damages  for  detention,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  very  obedient  servant, 

TH08.  BIDDLE, 
Consul  General  of  the  United  Staien. 

His  excellency  the  Superior  PoLmcAL  Governor  of  the  Island, 


Mr.  Parsons  to  Mr,  Biddlc. 

No.  17]  '  United  States  Consulate, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  May  11,  1870. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  No.  13,  under  date  of  the  4th  instant,  and  in 
compliance  with  the  request  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  desired  copies  of  affi- 
davits of  Captain  Cox  and  crew  of  the  sloop  Champion,  protest  and  official  correspond- 
ence of  Vice-consul  PhiUips,  and  report  all  the  information  I  possess  upon  the  case  in 
question. 

The  Champion  was  seized  upon  suspicion  of  having  rendered  aid  to  the  insurrection. 
Tliis  suspicion  was  based  upon  the  discrepancy  of  the  bill  of  health  issued  at  the  port  of 
Aiix  Cayes,  Hay ti,  her  last  place  of  clearance ;  the  number  contained  therein  did  not 
conform  to  the  number  of  persons  found  on  board  upon  her  arrival  at  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  there  being  one  person  less  than  the  number  called  for  in  the  said  bill  of  health, 
this  person  being  inserted  in  said  bill  of  health  iw  a  passenger.  Captain  Cox  declared 
that  this  passenger  did  not  come  aboard  either  before  or  after  he  obtained  his  clear- 
ance, and  proffered  satisfactory  evidence  of  this  fact  by  a  certificate  frou)  the  American 
consal  at  Aux  Cayes,  who  cleared  him. 

Mr.  Phillips  wrote  to  the  latter-named  person  and  received  the  following  reply,  which 
I  likewise  transmit : 

The  Champion  was  built  at  Noank,  Connecticut,  was  owned  by  the  commander,  and, 
if  my  memory  serves  me,  is  classed  as  a  second  rate  yacht  of  30  tons  burden,  and  val- 
ued by  the  owner  at  |]  0,000. 

Captain  Cox  is  now  at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  and  has  in  his  possession  the  original  hiU 
of  Biuo  of  his  vessel,  together  with  an  inventory  of  her  effects),  and  bills  for  additional 
expenditures  for  remodeling  and  perfecting  her  sea-going  qualities — the  entire  cost  of 
whichyhe  informed  me,  foots  up  to  the  above-mentioned  sum. 


Declaration  of  the  creu\ 

United  States  Consulate, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  February  22,  1870. 
We,  the  undersigned,  crew  of  the  American  sloop  Champion,  now  abandoned  and  in 
possession  of  the  Spanish  government,  declare,  under  oath,  before  A.  E.  Phillips,  acting 
United  Stat-es  consul  at  this  port  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  that  w^e  left  the  port  of  Anx 
Cayes,  Hayti,  on  the  4th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1870,  having  waited  some  thirty  hours 
after  being  ready  for  sea  for  a  passenger,  who  did  not  come  on  boanl — being  five  of  us 
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on  board)  all  told.  When  six  days  at  Bea  the  vessel  sprnne  a  leak,  and  we  proceeded 
to  this  port,  as  above  stated.  We  also  state,  on  oath,  that  tnere  were  no  other  persons 
excei>tinff  us  five,  including  the  captain ;  nor  did  we  touch  or  land  at  any  other  point 
on  this  island  betore  entering  this ;  that  the  communication  was  direct. 

DAVID  HAMMON. 

his 
HENRY  +  THOMAS. 

mark. 
WM.  PERKINGS. 
Witness:  A.  E.  Vekderkau. 


Mr.  Phillips  to  Mr,  OJeda. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  February  23,  1870. 

Sir  ;  I  have  received  yoiu-  jKiIitc  official  dispatch  of  yesterday,  in  which  you  object 
to  receive  the  abandonment  of  the  American  sloop  Champion,  considering  such  measiue 
extreme  and  upjustifiable,  to  acts  of  the  government  being  Justified  by  the  suspicionit 
created  by  the  vesseFs  papers,  and  not  constituting  a  seizure  of  the  vessel,  which  ^.18 
merely  detained  some  hours  in  quarantine.  In  reply  I  would  beg  to  state  that,  though 
the  seizure  of  the  vessel's  papers  and  her  removal  from  one  place  to  another  constitute 
a  virtual  seizure  of  the  vessel,  still,  the  captain  simplv  desiring  to  have  free  action  of 
his  vessel  and  continue  on  his  voyage  when  he  thinks  nt,  and  not  to  prosecute  a  griev- 
ance, and,  if  possible,  avoid  it,  I  am  led  to  infer  that  the  captain  will  raise  his 
protest  i(y,tlie  vessel  being  returned  to  him,  with  the  necessary  calking  required  to 
be  madMi^d  the  expenses  paid  to  him  by  the  detention ;  on  the  contrary,  the  protest 
to  reoAfm  in  force  and  the  vessel  abandoned ;  for,  while  fulfilling  administering  your 
right  ^0  entertain  suspicions  with  regard  to  the  vessel,  you  will  no  doubt  equally  con- 
cede lAroi^t  to  guanl  against  the  sufi'ering  by  the  captain  of  any  prejudice,  should 
such  sad)M9bi<ttis  result  to  be  groundless. 

Colonel  Ojeda, 

Acting  Governor. 


Consul  at  Aitx  Cages  to  Vice-amsul  at  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Consulate  of  the  Unitki)  States, 

Aitx  Cayes,  Hayti,  March  2<i870. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  February  25  has  just  been  received  and  the  contents  duly 
noted.  In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  I  saw  the  French  gentleman  to  whom  you  refer 
as  appearing  on  the  bill  of  health  as  a  passenger  by  the  ^nerican  sloop  Champion,  and 
that  of  my  own  knowledge  I  can  teittify  that  he  was  left  behind  and  did  not  embark  od 
board  said  vessel.  It  also  apt^ears,  from  an  entry  in  my  ship's  daily  journal,  that  the 
crew  of  the  Champion  consisted  of  thre<^  men  and  one  boy,  one  man,  viz,  John  Dash- 
wood,  having  been  left  in  hospital  in  Antigua.  I  have  also  to  certify  that  the  American 
seamen,  viz,  John  Wright,  John  Pluukett,  and  Phillip  Cramer,  were  received  on  board 
the  said  Champion  by  Captain  Cox  by  a  private  agreement  between  the  said  captain 
and  seamen  to  which  I  was  not  privy  ;  that  I  gave  to  each  of  said  seamen,  at  their 
request,  a  letter  to  the  American  consul  at  Kingston,  setting  forth  that  they  had  gone 
to  Kingston  for  the  purpose  of  returning  by  the  first  opportunity  to  New  York.  I  also 
inclose  to  you  a  certificate  of  the  collector  of  customs  for  the  port  of  Aux  Cayes,  stat- 
ing that  the  Champion  was  properly  cleared  on  the  4th  ot  Febniary  last  with  eix 
men,  which  corresponds  with  the  above  statement.  The  cnstoni  house  at  this  i>ort  is 
in  complete  and  regular  operation. 

1  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  (iOULD, 
Consul  of  United  States  at  Aujc  Cayes. 
A.  K.  Phillips,  Es<i., 

United  States  Consul  at  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

April  16, 1B70. 
I,  the  undersigned,  do  lieivby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  faitlifiil  copy 
of  the  original  filed  in  this  consulate,  and  as  such  is  entitled  to  full  faith  and  credit. 
Given  under  niv  hand  and  seal  the  date  above  written. 
[HKAL.]  R,  E.  RINES, 

For  the  Consul. 
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ITxiTKD  States  Consulate, 

Samtiago  de  Cuba. 
Sm :  The  local  authorities  officially  iuforni  me  thafc  your  sloop  is  suspected  of  giving 
ftid  to  the  rebels,  and  shall  proceed  against  you  if  not  proved  to  the  contrary.    I  there- 
fore cite  you  before  me  this  day,  at  12  m.,  to  ht^ar  and  take  note  of  your  statement. 
I  am,  sir,  yours  truly, 

A.  E.  PHILLIPS. 
The  Captain  of  Ihe  Sloop  Champion, 


No.  15. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Da\m. 

No.  I43.J  CONSLT^ATE  GENERAL  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Havana^  June  3, 1870. — (Received  June  10.) 

Referring  to  uiy  dispatch  Xo.  130,  relating  to  the  demand  for  com- 
peDsation  for  the  American  sloop  Champion  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  reply  of  the  Captain  Gen- 
eral ad  interim^  dated  the  Ist  instant,  in  which  he  expresses  the  inten- 
tion to  communicate  the  resolve  of  the  government  upon  the  subject  to 
the  minister  of  Spain  in  Washington  in  due  season. 


Acting  Captain  (ieneral  to  Mr,  IlitUUv. 
[TranAlatioii.l 

BuRKAU  OK  Political  Affaiiw. 

Yonr  conmiuuication  dated  the  27tli  ultimo,  inclosing  an  extnict  from  a  dispatch  of 
the  Department  of  State  of  the  irnited  States,  in  which  you  are  instructed  to  ask  com- 
l»enHation  for  the  detention  of  the  Ameriean  sloop  Champion  at  Santiago  dc  Cuba,  has 
J»een  received. 

When  convenient  the  resolve  taken  on  the  subject  will  be  conimunicatcd  to  his  ox- 
celleney  the  minister  of  Spain  in  Washinpfton. 


No.  1(>.    ' 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Sickles. 

No.  60.]  Washington,  June  9, 1870. 

I  bave  to  acknowledge  the  reeeii)t  of  your  dispatch  of  the  2l8t  of 
April  last,  Ko.  94,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the  American  sloop  Cham- 
pion, detained  at  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

The  explanations  presented  in  the  note  of  the  20th  of  April  from  the 
minister  of  state,  and  the  ])apers  which  accompanied  it,  translations  of 
which  you  inclosed,  are  not  satisfactory.  The  idea  of  sanitary  protec- 
tion by  quarantine  is  quite  inconsistent  with  bringing  the  vessel  imme- 
diately into  port. 

Your  proposed  representation  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  explanations 
is  therefore  approved. 
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4.— THE  SCHOONER  LIZZIE  MAJOR  AND  PASSENGERS. 

On  April  12, 1869,  the  department  telegfraphs  the  vice-consul  general 
as  follows : 

It  is  reported  tliat  two  passengers  have  been  taken  from  the  American  brig  Lizzie 
Migor  on  the  high  seas  by  the  Spanish  man-of-war  Fernando  Catolico.  Is  this  ho  ? 
Report  full  particulars  by  i)Ost. 

The  vice-consul  general  in  reply  reports  as  follows : 

The  Lizzie  Major  left  Havana  on  the  5th  of  March,  for  New  Orleans  via  Caibarien, 
with  two  passengers,  viz,  A.  Annible  and  Ramon  Valdes  Riva«.  The  two  passengers 
were  provided  with  proper  passports  and  appear  to  have  complied  with  the  port  regu- 
lations before  their  departure. 

On  arrival  at  CaibarieUf  in  company  with  Master  A.  W.  Giles,  they  reported  them- 
selves to  the  captain  of  that  port,  who  reported  them  to  the  captain  of  the  district,  and 
this  officer,  after  an  examination  of  their  passports,  infonned  them  that  they  could  re- 
main in  port  until  the  departure  of  the  vessel. 

After  completing  her  cargo  the  vessel  sailed  for  New  Orleans,  on  the  27th  of  March, 
and  when  on  the  high  seas,  full  thirty  miles  from  Caibarien,  the  vessel  was  boardt^l  by 
the  Spanish  war  steamer  Fernando  el  Catolico,  and  two  passengers  forcibly  taken 
away  by  order  of  her  commander,  and  against  the  protest  of  her  master.  They 
were  carried  to  Caibaricn,  subjected  to  an  examination,  search  of  baggage,  and  then 
confined  in  prison  at  Remedios.  The  only  cause  alleged  for  this  conduct  waa  that 
their  names  did  not  appear  on  the  ship's  manifest. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  the  consular  agent  at  the  Caibarien  informs  the  vice-consul 
general  at  Havana  that  the  prisoners  were  placed  at  his  disposal  the  day  previous,  and 

?roceeded  to  Remedios,  and  in  dispatch  No.  39,  Mr.  Hall  reports  their  sailing  for  New 
brk,  on  April  '2S. 

On  April  14,  1869,  a  note  was  addressed  to  the  Spanish  minister  informing  him  of 
the  facts  as  they  had  reached  the  department,  and  requesting  him  to  obtain  and  com- 
municate a  report  of  the  case.  It  was  further  stated  that  this  request  was  made  *'  in 
order  that  if  tlie  facts  should  prove  as  reported,  due  reparation  may  be  required  of  the 
Spanish  government  for  a  trespass  of  so  flagrant  a  character  upon  the  m<aritime  rights 
of  the  United  States." 

Under  date  April  21,  1869,  a  second  note  was  addressed  to  the  Spanish  minister, 
which,  after  referring  to  the  information  concerning  the  case  then  in  possession  of  the 
department,  proceeds  ''  in  view  of  the  oral  assurances  of  Mr.  Roberts  to  the  under- 
signed, that  the  act  of  the  commander  of  the  ''  Ferdinando  Catolico,"  was  entirely  un- 
authorized by  the  Spanish  government,  the  undersigned  feels  confident  that  Mr. 
Roberts  will  hasten  on  behalf  of  his  government  to  cause  Messrs.  Annible  and  Riva8 
to  be  liberated  and  placed  under  the  protection  of  this  government,  and  that  he  will 
also  on  behalf  of  his  government  offer  a  suitable  apologv  for  the  affront  to  the  flag  of 
the  United  States." 

Under  date  of  June  5,  1869,  the  Spanish  minister  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the 
notes  above  mentioned  and  proceeds:  "  The  undersigned  hasten  to  call  the  attentioD 
of  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  to  the  matter  in  order  that  he  might  cause  the  proper 
investigation  to  be  made.  It  having  appeared  from  the  examination  made  of  the  de- 
tails of  the  case,  that  in  proceeding  to  the  capture  of  the  aforesaid  passengers  on  board 
of  the  Lizzie  Major,  as  the  commander  of  the  Fernando  el  Catolico  did,  he  acted  with- 
out law  or  justification,  the  undersigned  is  deputed  to  make  known  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  Slate  that  those  passengers  have  been  set  at  liberty,  and  that  the  com- 
manding officer  has  been  dul^'^  reprimanded  for  the  irregularity  of  his  conduct. 

Moreover,  it  could  never  have  been  the  design  of  the  superior  authorities  of  Cul>ato 
sanction  an  act  which  in  any  manner  could  violate  the  rights  or  treat  with  contempt 
the  sovereignty  of  a  friendly  nation." 


5.— THE  SLOOP  FULTON. 

In  dispatch  No.  5  of  February  25,  1870,  Mr.  Biddle  states  that  on  the 
23d  of  February,  1870,  he  received  a  note  from  Captain  N.  Salmon,  of 
her  Britannic  Majesty's  Defense,  informing  him  that  Captain  Frankhn 
had  taken  refiige  on  board  his  vessel  from  the  Cuban  volunteers. 
Mr.  Biddle  transmits  the  deposition  of  Captain  Franklin,  as  follows: 
That  the  Fulton  belongs  to  Key  West ;  arrived  at  Havana  on  20th 
February ;  deposited  his  vessel's  papers  at  the  consulate  general.    On 
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ajicborin'»f,  a  boat  containing  8^»veral  volnnteers  (whom  he  recognized  by 
their  nniforms)  passed  ronnd  the  vcvssel,  one  of  whom,  Senor  Gonzalez, 
threatened  Captain  Franklin  that  he  should  be  tiiken  to  the  cabanas 
and  shot,  and  that  he  should  not  leave  Havana  alive.  Tliat  Captain 
Frauklin's  consignee  told  him  (Captain  F.)  that  it  was  not  safe  for  him  to 
go  ashore,  and  believing  this  he  sought  refuge  on  the  Defense ;  that  the 
crews  of  the  smacks  Belle  of  the  Cape  and  Montezuma  heard  the 
threats.  Gonzalez  said  that  a  letter  had  been  sent  from  Key  West  that 
Captain  Fmnklin  had  taken  the  murderer  of  Castanou  from  that 
place ;  which  Captain  Franklin  claims  and  asserts  that  he  was  not  at 
that  port  at  the  time ;  that  he  understands  Spanish  but  his  crew  do  not. 

Mr.  Biddle  went  on  board  the  Defense,  and  found  Captain  Franklin 
in  ''  mortal  terror.''  On  his  return  he  calle>d  on  the  political  secretary 
and  requested  a  "  safe  conduct "  for  the  Fidton.  The  political  secretary 
said  that  grave  charges  were  lodged  against  Captain  Franklin  for  com- 
plicity in  Cuban  expeditions,  and  commenced  reading  written  accusa- 
tions from  individuals  at  Key  West.  Mr.  Biddle  reminded  the  i>olitical 
secretary  that  the  United  States  claimed  jurisdiction  over  all  oflfenses 
committed  on  board  American  vessels  on  the  high  seas  and  in  our  own 
ports.  He  suggested  that  a  police  guard  be  placed  on  the  Fulton  and 
she  be  towed  to  sea,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  charges  against  Captain 
Franklin  be  given  to  him  for  use  of  his  government.  To  this  the  po- 
litical secretary  assented,  and  gave  a  memorandum  (inclosed  with  the 
dispatch)  to  the  effect  that  two  American  subjects  have  informed  the 
Spanish  government  that  Captain  Franklin  is  prepared  to  ship  150  insur- 
gents and  bring  them  to  Cuba ;  that  Captain  Franklin  has  previously 
lent  his  aid  to  Cuban  " emigrants"  against  the  cause  of  Spain. 

Captain  Franklin  sent  his  mate  ashore  to  obtain  the  Moro  pass,  but  he 
was  driven  under  threats  of  his  life,  and  with  cries  for  the  blood  of  Cap- 
tain Franklin  from  the  warden's  office. 

The  political  secretary-  jierformed  his  i)romise,  and  the  FiUton  was 
convoyed  by  the  guard  ship  of  the  i)ort. 

On  Marcii  7, 1870,  Mr.  Biddle's  proceedings  are  approved. 


II.— LIST  OF  PEBSO>'S  SAID  TO  BE  CITIZENS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
AND  TO  HAVE  BEEN  EXECUTED  WITHOUT  PROPER  TRIAL  DURING 
THE  HOSTILITIES  IN  CUBA,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  CORRESPONDENCE 
SHOWING  S03IE  OF  THE  STEPS  TAKEN  IN  REFERENCE  THERETO. 

No.  1. 

CHARLES  SPEAKMAN  AND  ALBERT  WYETH. 

Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Havana,  June  24, 1869.— (Received  July  3.) 
I  beg  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter,  imder  date  of  the 
18tli  instant,  which  reached  me  yesterday  from  Mr.  E.  A.  Phillips,  acting 
United  States  consul  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  giving  information  of  the 
summary  execution  at  that  place  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

The  circumstances  of  the  case,  as  also  the  situation  of  affairs  at  that 
l>lace,  are  so  graphically  described  in  Mr.  Phillips's  letter,  that  it  is  not 
desirable  I  should  attempt  to  recapitulate  them  here.  I  await  such 
instnictions  as  you  may  deem  it  necessary  to  give  me  in  the  premises. 
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Mr.  Phillips  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  18, 181)9. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  few  days  since  the  American  schooner  Grape 
Shot,  from  New  York,  landed  men  and  munitions  at  Baitiquiri,  near  Guantanamo,  and 
after  a  few  days  had  an  encounter  with  the  Spanish  troops ;  the  Cubans,  alter  sustain 
ing  themselves  three  hours,  lost  their  commander,  George  Smith,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  retired  into  the  interior,  leaving  a  few  Americans  to  the  mercy  of  the  Spanish 
troops.  On  Tuesday,  the  13th,  the  English  vice-consul  sent  me  a  note  stating  that  an 
American  prisoner  had  just  passed  his  consulate  for  the  city  prison,  and  m  a  few 
minutes  I  received  a  dispatch  from  the  governor,  notifying  me  of  the  same.  I  imoFiedi- 
ately  called  upon  this  authority,  who  gave  me  a  pass  to  the  prison,  where  I  could  have 
a  public  or  private  interview  with  the  prisoner.  I  called  the  fiscal  (attorney  general) 
and  a  captain  of  the  volunteers,  who  understood  English  perfectly,  and  under  oath  t4> 
me  made  this  declaration,  he  being  unable  to  write  from  having  had  his  arms  so  long 
pinioned  as  to  have  a  partial  paralysis  of  his  hands.  Stated  that  he  was  a  native  of 
Aurora,  Indiana,  being  married  and  having  a  child  four  years  of  age.  Left  New  York 
harbor  in  the  schooner  Grape  Shot ;  signed  the  articles  as  a  sailor  for  Falmouth,  Ja- 
maica, in  good  faith,  knowing  nothing  of  the  nature  of  the  voyage,  save  its  legitiraat-e 
object.  After  anchoring  in  the  lower  bay  of  New  York,  waiting  for  a  tug  to  tow  her  to 
sea,  which  arrived  at  midnight,  brining  some  fifty  armed  Cubans,  with  a  good  supply 
of  munitions  of  war.  objected  to  continue  the  voyage,  and  desired  to  return  to  the  city 
in  the  tug ;  the  captain  assured  him  that  although  ne  had  taken  the  Cubans,  he  would 
not  risk  his  vessel  to  run  the  Spanish  blockade,  but  would  proceed  to  Falmouth,  land 
the  men,  and  go  fVr  a  cargo  of  cocoa-nuts.  When  off  Cape  Maysi,  the  Cubans  took  pos- 
session of  the  vessel,  changed  her  course,  run  her  inland  aud  discharged. 

He  insisted  upon  continuing  the  voyage,  but  having  had  some  difficulty  with  the 
captain,  was  left  on  shore  under  threat  of  shooting  him  if  he  attempted  any  resistance. 
After  the  subsequent  engagement,  in  which  he  took  no  part,  not  being  armed,  he  sought 
some  place  of  safety,  and  finding  two  unarmed  men,  gave  himself  up  and  requested  to 
bo  sent  to  the  American  consul ;  was  bound  and  brought  here,  and,  without  judge  or 
jury,  sentenced  to  be  shot  on  the  following  morning ;  protected  against  executioners, 
and  declared  that  the  vessel's  register  and  mate's  log-book  would  prove  his  capacity  on 
board,  and  other  evidence  that  he  could  procure  from  Jamaica  would  guarantee  biis 
innocence. 

This  declaration  I  read  iu.  English,  aud  made  a  verbal  translation  to  the  fiscal  who 
had  pronounced  the  seuteuce  of  death  upon  him.  I  immediately  sent  a  copy  to  the 
governor,  being  10  o'clock  p.  m.,  praying  for  a  respite  for  a  few  days  in  order  to  procure 
proofs  from  Jamaica,  and  requested  an  immediate  reply.  I  waited  nearly  all  night  in 
the  office  aud  received  no  reply.  Early  in  the  morning  I  visited  him  again  and  found 
the  prisoner  surronoded  by  the  guards  formed  for  his  execution ;  he  appeared  calm  and 
assured  me  he  had  no  fear  to  die,  and  again  assured  me,  as  a  dying  man,  of  his  innocence, 
and  only  begged  for  a  day  or  two  to  furnish  proofs.  At  that  moment  the  English  vice- 
consul  kindly  came  in  aud  offered  to  go  with  me  to  the  governor.  We  found  him  still 
in  bed :  stated  the  urgency  of  the  case,  and  asked  in  the  name  of  mercy  and  of  our 
countries  for  a  respite,  and  asssured  him  that  the  German  man-of-war  now  lying  in 
port  would  take  the  letter  over.  The  governor  seemed  disposed  to  grant  this  request, 
but  infonned  us  of  his  superior  instnictions,  and  in  order  to  wash  his  nands  of  the  blood 
(in  our  opinion)  of  an  innocent  man,  and  had  the  debility  to  inform  us  of  him  impotence 
as  the  chief  magistrate  of  this  city.  My  troops  will  not  obey ;  dissension  prevails  in 
the  army ;  General  Buceta,  commanding  officer  of  the  forces,  is  a  fugitive  on  board  of 
a  Spanish  man-of-war;  the  Catalans,  a  few  nights  since,  attempted  to  assassinate  him. 
under  the  pretense  of  a  serenade.  General  Camara  was  next  selected,  who,  hearing  of 
the  plot,  secreted  soldiers  in  his  house,  which  frustrated  their  plan.  His  death  would 
have  been  the  signal  for  a  general  uprising  of  the  Catalans,  aud  of  sacking,  plunder, 
and  miissacre  of  the  Cubans. 

Finding  all  hopes  gone,  we  retired,  and  in  our  exit  met  the  governor's  aide-de-camp, 
with  whom  we  hatl  some  conversation ;  he  assured  us  that  anarchy  prevailed ;  the  mob 
rules ;  the  governor  is  impotent  and  fears  a  counter-revolution.  So  the  man  wa«  ex- 
ecuted, leaving  a  letter  for  his  wife  and  child,  showing  himself  to  be  a  man  of  good  and 
fair  education,  proclaiming  his  innocenct*,  and  instructing  her  to  sue  the  owners  of  the 
vessel  for  damages,  having  left  her  penniless.  The  English  vice-consul  writes  the  par- 
ticulars to  his  consul  general,  aud  asks  immediately  for  a  man-of-war  to  protect  him- 
self and  archives,  as  he  sees  the  impending  danger.  * 

Such  is  the  state  of  affairs  at  this  place,  and  I  nave  undeniable  proofs  that  this  place 
will  be  the  theater  of  action,  and  in  such  cases  you  very  well  know  that  this  consntate 
aud  the  American  citizens  here  will  be  left  without  protection,  and  the  American  flag 
dishonored,  unless  steps  are  taken  to  have  a  vessel  of  war  in  port,  which  I  deem  of  the 
utmost  importance.    Had  there  been  one,  Speakmnu  would  not  have  been  shot  and 
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hurled  into  eternity,  and  his  mutilated  remains  dnmx>ed  from  an  offal  cart  like  an 
oDiinal,  at  the  so-called  cemetery. 

I  send  to-day,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  an  account  of  the  proceedinp;8,  and  also  a 
eopy  of  the  letter  of  the  deceased  to  his  wife,  which  is  painful  to  read,  and  hope  such 
outrages  will  not  be  permitted  to  continue,  and  a  suitable  protection  guaranteed  to  all 
citizens  of  the  United  States  at  this  place. 

The  English  vice-ccinsul  informs  me  that  his  letters  have  been  opened.  I  infonn  you 
of  this  fact  in  order  that  your  reply  may  come  safe. 


JUr.  Phillips  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  Jttne  19, 1869. — (Received  July  6.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  infonn  you  of  the  existing  state  of  affairs  in  this 
city.  A  few  days  since  two  naturalized  American  citizens  and  a  native 
of  New  Orleans,  who  formed  part  of  the  expedition  on  board  of  the 
steamer  Peritt,  were  tsiken  prisoners  at  Ramon,  brouglit  to  this  city,  and 
within  twelve  lioiirs,  without  any  trial,  publicly  shot. 

As  I  did  not  receive  any  communication  from  the  authorities,  and 
hearing  the  faet  but  too  late,  I  requested  tlie  govenior  to  infonn  in  future 
cases,  and  allow  me  to  \isit  the  prisoners,  in  order  to  afiK*ertain  if  they 
have  just  causes  for  such  proce(»dings. 

I  received  in  due  time  a  favorable  and  courteous  reply. 

Wednesday  evening,  June  16,  the  governor  sent  a  note  informing  me 
that  an  American  citizen  had  been  brought  in,  taken  prisoner  at  Baiti- 
(luiri,  and  forming  part  of  the  expedition  which  the  American  schooner 
Grape  Shot  had  landed  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  would,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  nation,  be  shot  as  a  pirate  on  the  followuig  morning  at  9 
o'clock. 

Wishing  to  investigate  his  case  I  immediately  called  upon  the  govenior 
and  requeHted  a  pass  for  the  prison,  where  I  repaired,  and  in  the  presence 
of  the  fiscal,  (attorney  general,)  and  a  captiiin  of  the  volunteers,  took 
down  in  writing  the  inclose<l  declaration  made  by  prisoner. 

On  my  return  to  the  consulate  I  sent  a  copy  to  his  excellency  the 
governor,  i>raying  that  before  sentence  of  death  be  pronounced  upon 
him  to  grant  a  respite  of  a  few  days  in  order  to  procure  e\4dence  of  his 
imiocence,  and  after  waiting  at  the  office  nearly  all  night  I  received  no 
reply. 

Upon  the  following  moniing  I  again  visited  the  prisoner,  who  was 
raaking  an  eftbrt  to  write  a  farewell  letter  to  his  wife,  which  copy  I  have 
also  the  honor  of  inclosing,  it  being  a  tnie  one.  I  assured  him  that  all 
my  efforts  had  been  useless  ;  he  again  protested  against  his  execution, 
and  begged  for  only  a  few  days  to  fiirnish  satisfactory  proofs.  At  that 
moment  the  English  vice-consul  came  in  to  offer  his  services  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  proposed  our  calling  on  the  governor ;  we  did  so,  and  owing  to 
the  early  hour  were  admitted  to  his  bedside,  and  used  all  endeavors  to 
Ktay  the  proc>eeding,  assuring  him  that  we  w^ould  request  the  captain  of 
a  Prussian  man-of-war,  now  lying  in  port,  to  take  over  to  Falmouth  a 
U*tter  from  the  pris(mer.  Our  eftbit«  were  useless.  His  excellency  gave 
lis  to  understand  that  he  was  impotent  in  his  position;  dissension  had 
broken  out  in  the  army,  his  troops  reluctantly  obeyed  his  orders,  and 
had  no  confidence  in  his  officers,  and  feared  a  counter-revolution,  and 
was  cx)mi)elled  to  appease  the  wrath  of  the  Catalans  for  his  own  safety. 
He  ftirther  says  that  the  commanding  officer.  General  Buceta,  was  a 
fugitive  on  board  of  a  Spanish  man-of-war,  for  attempts  had  l)een  made 
to  assassinate  him. 
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After  our  exit  we  met  his  excellency's  aide-de-camp,  who  assured  us 
that  perfect  anarchy  prevailed ;  that  another  attempt  had  been  made  to 
assassinate,  but  this  time  it  was  General  Camara  who  was  to  be  the  \ic- 
tim.  In  order  to  hide  their  traitorous  intentions  they  went  with  miude, 
under  the  pretense  of  serenading  him.  Their  plot  was  frustrated,  for  the 
general,  on  hearing  of  it.  stationed  soldiers  about  his  house.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  it  was  a  pruaent  measure,  because  under  existing  state  of 
affairs  a  single  "Shot  would  have  been  followed  by  a  general  plunder, 
massacre,  and  sacking  of  the  defenseless  inhabitants  of  this  city. 

The  Spanish  government,  regarding  the  patriots  of  this  ludiappy  countr>' 
as  rebels  and  traitors,  applys  the  most  rigorous  and  barbarous  laVs ;  that 
is  the  reason  why  this  has  become  a  war  of  extermination,  which  is  shock- 
ing to  every  civilized  nation.  What  seems  more  strange  is  that  Spain 
having  awakened  from  the  letharg>^  in  which  her  ignorant  institutions 
and  despotic  kings  had  prostrated  her,  when  they  proclaim  a  liberal  con- 
stitution, when  they  abolish  capital  punishment,  and  pardon  the  true 
rebels  of  Malaga  and  Cadiz,  and  the  assassins  of  the  governor  of  Burgos, 
they  should  grant  the  just  demands  of  the  Cuban  people,  which  are  only 
those  granted  to  all  civilized  nations. 

The  country  is  in  complete  anarchy ;  the  Catalanian  volunteers  do  not 
allow  the  governor  to  render  justice,  and  he  cannot  publicly  resist  them, 
as  he  has  seen  in  the  case  of  the  unfortunate  Speakman,  as  well  as  in 
other  cases  which  have  occurred  in  this  jiu'isdiction.  We  cannot  enjoy 
personal  safety  here  imtil  some  foreign  power  interferes,  and  know  no 
other  who  can  have  more  influence  here  than  the  United  States,  whose 
citizens  have  much  commercial  interest  on  this  island.  I  therefore  con- 
sider it  not  only  necessary  but  urgent  that  some  vessel  of  war  at  this 
moment  be  stationed  in  tliis  port  to  protect  the  archives  of  this  consul- 
ate, and  the  lives  and  property  of  the  American  citizens  in  case  that  the 
republic^m  patriots  should  come  neai'  the  city,  and  have  good  reason  to 
believe  that  they  are  preparing  to  do  so,  owing  to  their  ranks  being  daily 
increased  and  becoming  more  disciplined,  while  desertion  and  sickness 
prevail  in  the  Spanish  anny. 

From  my  long  residence  in  the  island,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  ot 
the  language  and  people,  I  am  persuaded  that  in  case  of  a  conflict  the 
archives  of  this  consulate  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Spanish  vol- 
unteers unless  means  are  taken  to  prevent.  Under  the  existing  state  of 
political  aft'airs  I  hope  that  some  vessel  of  war  may  be  sent  to  calm  the 
anxiety  of  American  citizens  residing  here. 


Declaratiott,  under  oatli,  of  CJuu-les  Speukman^  at  the  prison  of  Santiago  de  CubOy  fVedM»daif, 

June  16,  at  9  o'clock  p,  wi. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Santiago  de  Cabay  June  17, 1^69. 

I,  the  undersigned,  acting  consul  of  tlio  United  States  at  this  city,  having  been  per- 
mitted by  the  civil  governor  to  visit  the  above-named  prisoner  at  the  city  prison,  ami 
requested  him  to  make  a  statement  of  his  case  in  writing,  replied  that  owing  to  his 
arms  having  been  pinioned  he  could  not  write;  and  bein^  sentenced  to  be  shot  on  the 
following  morning,  at  9  o'clock,  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Francis  O'Callaghau,  of  the 
volunteer  corps,  made  the  following  declaration  : 

I,  Charles  Speakman,  of  the  t<»wn  of  Aurora,  State  of  Indiana,  lately  resident  of 
Florida,  thirty-three  years  of  age,  having  a  wife  and  child,  the  latter  four  years  of  age. 
left.  New  York  Harbor  on  the  last  of  April,  on  board  of  the  American  schooner  Gni|)c 
Shot,  in  capacity  of  sailor,  bound,  as  stated  on  ship*s  register,  for  Falmouth,  Jamaica. 
After  dropping  anchor  at  the  lower  bay,  during  the  night  a  steam  tug  came  alongside 
and  put  on  board  of  said  schooner  fifty  armed  Cubans ;  suspecting  the  object  of  the 
voyage  to  be  an  expedition  for  Cuba,  protestiMl,  and  requested  the  captain  to  be  sent 
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ashore,  who  assured  Die  tliat  ho  should  not  touch  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  but  laud  the 
men  at  Jamaica,  and  that  the  vessel  would  proceed  for  a  carj^o  of  cocouuut-s;  when  off 
Cape  Mayzi,  (eastern  einl  of  Cuba,)  the  captain  keeping  on  hia  courwe,  the  Cubans  took 

K»Kse8sion  of  the  vessel,  chanf^ed  her  course,  and  lauthul  their  men  and  her  cargo  at 
ftilic|uiri,  near  Guautananio ;  was  compelled  to  a^Mist  in  the  lauding,  and  when  the 
captain  went  on  lioard,  refused  to  take  me,  umler  threat  of  shooting  if  I  stepped  into 
the  boat.  Being  comi>elle<l  to  remain,  I  Huuutered  about  the  l)each ;  a  short  time  after 
th<»y  were  attackeil  by  the  Spanish  trotjps,  and  after  a  short  encounter  they  retreated 
to  the  interior.  Finding  myself  alone,  sought  a  place  of  safety  for  the  ]Hirj)ose  of  sur- 
rendering luy  |>erson  to  the  authorities,  and  being  without  anus  for  personal  defense, 
found  a  rifle  on  the  roail,  h^tt  by  some  fallen  Cuban,  took  }M>SHession  of  the  same,  and 
u]K)n  meeting  two  unarmed  men  gave  myself  up,  and  in  no  case  used  the  arms  against 
the  government,  having  never  tired  a  single  shot.  Previous  to  the  shipping  iTcnew 
nothing  of  the  ex)>edition,  nor  did  I  receive  any  compensation,  more  than  that  of  an 
ordinary  seaman's  wages.  I  have  prayed  for  a  respite  to  prove  my  iiiu<H.'euce,  which 
several  prisoners  before  being  shot  declared  and  certified  to,  and  oflered  to  procure  evi- 
dence by  the  vesseVs  log-book  and  by  statements  made  at  the  custom-house  at  Jamaica. 
Having  no  fear  of  death,  I  still  And  it  hard  to  die  innocent,  and  do  solemnly  protest 
against  my  executioners ;  and  I  have  demanded  an  op)>ortunity  to  prove  my  innocence, 
having  since  my  captivity  had  no  time  or  chance  to  substantiate  ])receding  facts. 

Sworn   to  before  me,  in  the  presence  of  attorney   general  and   Captain  Francis 
0*Callaghan. 

A.  E,  PHILLIPS, 
Acting  U.  S,  Consul. 


Santiago  dk  Cuba,  June  17, 1869. 

My  Drar  WiKK  AND  Child:  These  are  the  last  lines  you  will  ever  receive  from  me. 
In  four  hours  I  am  to  he  shot,  having  l)een  captured  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  where  the  vchkcI  ran  iuHtead  of  going  to  Falmouth,  Jamaica,  where  I  shipped  to 
go.  Now,  Maggie,  I  have  no  money  to  leave  you,  and  I  am  so  soiTy,  darling,  as  I  leave 
you  pennilesH ;  but  you  may  get  some  by  getting  a  good  lawyer  to  sue  the  owtiers  of 
the  vessel  for  damages;  they  liave  taken  my  life  and  deprived  you  of  my  support,  and 
ought  to  support  you. 

There  will  be  a  statement  sent  to  the  government  that  he  can  see ;  there  is  also,  I 
have  been  tohl,  a  contract  in  New  York  to  land  these  men  in  Cuba,  and  if  he  can  get 
hold  of  it,  y4>u  can  get  big  damages  from  theiu.  The  veHseVs  name  was  the  Grape  Shot, 
schooner,  of  New  York ;  the  owner's  names  are  Henry  Wall,  a  surveyor  of  New  York  ; 
one  Higbdecker,  a  broker  in  the  same  place;  one  Slowmaker,  a  liquor  dealer ;  all  this  can 
be  found  out  in  the  New  York  ciistom-houHe.  You  can  get  a  goo4l  deal  of  money  if  you 
get  the  right  kind  of  a  man  to  take  hold  of  it,  and  enough  to  keej)  you  for  lite.  The 
time  is  getting  short,  darling,  and  if  I  could  only  see  you  and  baby  once  more  I  could  die 
happy.  I  have  alwayA  loved  you,  darling,  whatever  you  may  think  to  the  contrary ; 
God  knows  it  is  true.  For  you  and  only  you  I  have  tried  to  get  along  and  make  you  a 
good  living.  You  have  always  been  a  good  and  true  wife  to  me,  and,  darling,  do  for- 
give all  the  trouble  I  have  ever  given  you,  and  meet  nie  in  heaven.  Tell  Smith  that  he 
must  let  you  have  some  money  to  help  you  aloug  ;  tell  him,  as  a  dying  brother,  I  en- 
treat him  to  take  care  of  you  and  my  little  boy.  I  have  one  kind  friend  here,  a  Mr. 
0*Callaghan.  Darling,  I  cannot  write  more ;  my  hand  is  sore.  Tell  cousin  Fannie  and 
aunt  Olden.  May  God  Almighty  bless  you  and  keep  you  and  baby,  is  my  last  and  only 
prayer. 

Tell  baby  his  father's  last  prayer  to  him  is,  that  he  never  drinks  one  drop,  and  be 
good  to  his  mother. 

After  I  am  dead  Mr.  CCallaghan  will  cut  a  lock  of  my  hair,  and  my  handkerchief, 
and  send  it  to  you. 

Good-by,  darling ;  I  command  you  to  sue  the  owners ;  call  a  witness,  one  William 
Craig,  of  Oliver  street.  New  York,  who  was  on  the  vessel  with  me. 

God  bless  you. 

Your  afl'ectionate  and  dying  husband, 


Mrs.  Magoib  C.  Speakman, 

Corf  of  Captain  J,  W.  Wmvct,  Auroray  Indiana,  l\  S. 


CHAS.  SPEAKMAN. 


Mr.  Phillips  to  Mr.  Fish. 

SANTLA.GO  DB  CuBA,  Jufi^  25, 1869.— (Received  July  13.) 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  per  Spanish  steamer  Dulce,  which 
8.  Ex.  Doc.  108 11 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


162  SEIZURE    OF   AMERICAN   VESSELS   AND 

left  this  poit  for  Philadelphia,  I  sent  you  a  full  ac(X)uiit  of  the  state  ot* 
affairs  at  this  city,  and  of  the  execution  of  Charles  Speakman,  which  no 
doubt  will  have  come  t«  hand  before  you  receive  this.  It  is  painftil  for 
me  to  inform  you  that  on  the  21st  instant,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Mr.  Albert 
Wyeth,  of  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  lately  residing  at  No.  24  Clinton 
Pliice,  New  York,  and  an  operator  at  the  telej»Taph  office  No.  145  Broad- 
way, was  also  publicly  shot,  under  such  i)eculiar  circumstances  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  inform  ycm  of  the  fac'ts.  Being  notified  by  the  governor  of 
his  arrest  Jind  sentence  to  be  shot,  I  repaired  immediately  to  the  city 
prison,  where  he  made  the  declaration,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  forwiU'd ;  also  a  certificate  attesting  the  innoc^enc^  of  Mr.  Bpeakmaiu 
The  originals  are  on  file  at  this  office,  corroborating  my  opinion  respect- 
ing the  same.  After  assuring  the  former  I  would  use  all  endeavors  to 
save  his  life,  I  (•ailed  upon  the  governor,  tlie  clergy,  and  some  of  the 
most  influential  citizens  of  this  city,  whose  luiited  efforts  were  ima- 
vailable. 

The  Catalans  are  so  sanguine  in  their  disposition  that  they  c-ould  not 
in  any  way  be  prevailed  upon  to  allow  the  governor  to  pardon  the  unfor- 
tunate victims  of  the  Cuban  revolution.  It  was  truly  painful,  owuig 
to  his  extreme  youth,  being  but  twenty  years  of  age ;  his  social  posi- 
tion and  fineeduwition,  being  an  invalid  who  sought  a  congenial  climate, 
and  in  no  way  (as  represented)  being  privy  to  the  nature  of  the  expe<li- 
tion. 

Tlie  arbitrary  way  in  which  the  authorities  treat  those  who  are  taken 
or  give  themsi^ves  up,  owing  to  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been 
deceived  by  the  revolutionaiy  junta  in  the  United  States,  are  without 
parallel  in  history,  and  in  view  of  the  efforts  I  have  used  to  pnx'ure  a 
pardon  in  peculiar  cases  of  this  nature,  has  led  to  an  order  being  issued 
that  no  more  prisoners  be  brought  to  this  city,  but  to  shoot  them  without 
any  form  of  trial  or  examination.  Being  convinced  by  the  news  that 
is  in  daily  circulation  that  the  patriots  puri>ose  an  attack  upon  this  city 
sooner  or  later,  I  fear  very  nuich  that  very  little  attention  will  be  paid 
to  the  lives  or  property  of  the  American  citizens  residing  here,  nor  will  a 
due  respect  be  paid  to  the  flag  of  this  consulate,  unless  some  protection 
be  given  by  the  presence  of  a  man-of-war  at  this  port,  which  is  the  most 
earnest  wish  of  your  most  obedient  servant. 

P.  8. — I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  morning  papers,  (Spanish  organ,)  con- 
taining a  letter  addressed  to  Charles  S.  Olden,  esq.,  and  signed  by  Francis 
O'Callaghan,  and  for  want  of  time  before  the  mail  closes  I  do  not  send  a 
translation.  You  will  perceive  that  the  authorities,  conscious  of  the 
iniquity  which  they  have  committed  in  sending  into  eternity  an  honorable 
and  innocent  man,  wlio  protested  against  his  executioners  and  demanded 
in  the  name  of  mercy  an  opportunity  to  send  to  Jamaica,  assuring  me  of 
his  innocence,  without  avail.  It  has  been  made  to  appear  that  the  pro- 
tect wa«  made  against  the  owners  of  the  Grape  Shot,  yet  I  admit  that  be 
said  "If  he  must  die  the  Cuban  junta  ought  to  take  care  of  his  wife  and 
child,  who  were  left  i)ennile8S.'' 

I  have  beeii  called  upon  by  a  Spanish  priest,  a  tool  of  the  government^ 
supplicating  me  to  take  no  steps  upon  the  matter,  being  better  that  oar 
government  knew  nothing  about  it,  and  to  allow  the  widow  to  remain  in 
ignorance. 

Hie  Spanish  press  have  made  a  good  story  for  themselves,  and  is  far 
from  the  iaota  in  the  case.  I  shall  keep  the  department  informed  of  the 
passing  events  as  they  appear,  and  shall  isend  with  quarterly  reports^ 
ending  June  30,  a>  fidl  account  of  tbe  pobtit^l  state  of  afiairs  at  the  east- 
em  departmept.  ' 
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.\fr.  Wyeth  to  Mr.  PhiUipn, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  Junt  20,  1869. 
I,  Albert  Wyeth,  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  being  out  of  health,  left 
Hunter's  Point,  Long  Island,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  Unito<l  States  of  North  Ameri- 
ca, in  the  Hcho<»ner  Grape  Shot,  for  a  voyage  to  Falmouth,  Island  of  Jamaica,  whither 
a  certain  Mr.  Antonio  A,  Jimenez  offered  to  take  me  free  of  charge.  The  schooner 
(irape  Shot  touched  at  Turk's  Island,  and  after  leaving  that  point  tliey  declared  they 
were  going  to  Cuba,  when  I  energetically  protested  against  taking  part  in  the  enter- 
])nse,  and  was  told  that  if  I  attempted  to  desert  them  they  w^ould  shoot  me.  I  was 
forced  to  land  with  the  rest  on  the  Island  of  Cuba,  under  fear  of  death,  and  compelled 
to  take  arms  on  landing,  which  arms  I  threw  away  as  soon  as  I  could  do  so,  without 
having  used  them  at  all,  and  jjresent/ed  myself  in  San  Antonio  to  the  Spanish  authori- 
ties there.  The  above  I  have  written  of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  under  no  influ- 
ence whatever,  and  is  the  truth,  the  whole  tnith,  and  nothing  but  the  truth  :  so  help 
me  Goti. 


Mr,  Wyeth  to  Mr.  PhUlips. 

Santia(;o  de  Cuba,  June  20,  1869. 
I,  Albert  Wyeth,  certify  that  Charles  Speak  man,  whom  I  learn  has  been  shot  in  thia 
city,  was  a  sailor  on  board  the  schooner  Gra]>e  Shot,  bound  from  New  York  to  Fal- 
mouth, in  Jamaica,  on  which  vessel  I  was  a  passenger,  and  to  my  knowledge  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  vessel  when  it  reached  the  island,  by  the  captain,  with  whom  he 
nad  a  difficulty,  under  )>enalty  of  death  if  he  remained  on  boarcl,  and  was  of  his  own 
acconl  in  no  way  conuect<»d  with  the  expedition. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Fifth. 

No.  57.J  Havana,  June  20, 1866.— (Received  July  8.) 

With  my  iiiRpatch  No.  49,  I  transmitted  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Phillips,  late  acting  United  States  consul  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  giving 
an  account  of  the  summary  execution  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
one  of  the  unfortunate  victims  of  the  Grape  Shot  expedition. 

I  have  now  to  transmit  herewith  a  further  letter  from  Mr.  Phillips, 
date<l  the  23d  instant,  received  yesterday,  in  which  he  reports  the  exe- 
cution at  that  place  of  another  citizen  of  the  United  States,  Albert 
Wyeth,  of  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  taken  prisoner  with  others  of 
the  expedition  of  the  schooner  Grape  Shot. 

Evidence  given  by  Wyeth  appears  to  confirm  the  statements  made  by 
the  pre\ious  victim,  Charles  Speakman. 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  situation  of  affairs  at  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  as  represented  by  Mr.  Phillips,  and  to  the  request  for  instructions 
made  at  the  close  of  his  letter. 


[Inclomire.] 
Mr.  rhiUips  to  Mr.  Plumb. 

Santiago  de  Ciba,  Junt  23,  1867. 

I  have  the  honor  of  inforniiuf;  you  that  I  have  forwurde<l  t>o  your  address  a  letter 
1)e2Uing  date  18th  inHtant,  manifesting  the  state  of  afFaira  at  this  city  and  giving  you 
»n  account  of  the  fate  of  the  American  citizen,  Charles  Speakman.  Since  which  I  nave 
l»een  under  the  pain^l  duty  of  recording  the  nnfortunate  end  of  another  American, 
wlioee  declaration  before  me  at  the  city  prison'  is  most  pain  Ail. 

I>epo«6d,  that  being  out  of  health,  'wan  invited  by  one  Jimenz  (w)io  raliseqneutly 
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proved  to  be  tlie  originator  of  the  Grape  Shot  expedition)  to  go  to  FaluiQuth,  Jamaini, 
for  tlie  benefit  of  his  health,  and  offered  a  pasnago  free  of  expeu»e ;  nothing  ocTurre<l  im 
tlie  voyage  to  indicate  its  true  object  until  they  reached  Turk8*  iHlancl,  where  th«'.v 
declared  their  intentions,  upon  which  the  deceastKl  protestetl  energetically,  and  >\{w 
informed  that  any  desertion  upon  landing  would  be  punishcnl  by  death.  Being  com- 
pelled t«  land  with  anns  and  enter  into  sc^rvice,  ho  did  so,  but  separated  upon  the  f\nX 
encounter,  threw  away  his  arms  and  presented  himself  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  whti 
brought  him  to  this  city,  and  was  shot  without  trial  in  company  with  live  others. 

The  deceased  deposed  that  he  belonged  to  a  very  re8i>ectabh'  and  iniiueutial  family 
at  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  had  been  residing  at* 24  Cliutt»n  Place,  New  Yt»rk. 
and  an  operator  in  the  telegrai)h  office,  No,  145  Broadway. 

After  taking  his  deposition,  I  ma<le  eveiy  effort  to  save  him,  first  by  calling  upon  Xhv 
governor,  and  manifesting  his  extreme  youth,  being  only  tw^entj'  years  of  a|yfe,  his  swial 
position,  the  circumstances  in  which  he  ha<l  been  inveiglt*d  into  the  ex|M-ditioii.  but  t« 
no  purpose.  I  then  brought  the  infiuenoe  of  the  clergy  and  oflicei-s  (»f  the  Catalauian 
volunti*ers,  (the  dread  of  tin*  l<K*al  authorities,)  but  could  not  save  him.  Also  «lepos**<l, 
that  Charles  Speakman,  to  his  knowledge,  was  in  no  way  connected  With  the  expe«liti(iu, 
but  forced  to  land  under  threat  of  being  shot  by  the  captain  of  the  schooner,  with  whom 
he  had  some  difficulty  on  the  passjige. 

This  corroborates  my  former  opinion  resj^ectiug  Speakman's  innocence.  The  Spanii^h 
government  treating  the  patriot-s  of  thU  unhappy  vicinity  as  rebels  and  traitors,  apply 
the  most  vigorous  and  barbarous  laws,  and  this  applies  both  to  Cubans  and  foreigner*. 

The  nuitilated  remains,  after  being  shot,  are  carted  off  in  an  offal  cart  to  the  80-call«l 
cemetery,  and  dumped  into  ditches  like  so  many  beasts,  while  those  shot  in  combat  an* 
left  to  fester  in  the  sun,  a  prey  to  the  carrion  birds  and  dogs.  I  am  persuadetl,  from 
facts  gathered  from  reliable  sources,  that  preparations  are  nelng  made  for  an  attack, 
80<mer  or  later,  upon  this  city  by  the  rebels.  From  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the  Cata- 
lauian volunteers,  I  fear  that  the  archives  of  this  consulate  and  the  lives  and  property 
of  the  Americans  residing  here  would  fall  a  prey  to  the  infiiriated  mob,  unless  some 


measurea^'  taken  to  prevent  it,  by  the  presence  of  some  naval  force  at  this  i>ort,  and 
unless  ^flpp  protection  be  given  to  me  fix>m  our  government,  I  do  not  feel  disposed  t« 
contiuuitSitTh^  capacity  of  acting  consul,  to  be  the  laughing  stock  of  the  commmiity 


at  large) paving  no  jiower  to  interfere  in  such  cases  as  those  mentioned,  whose  hvei* 
could  ha^  been  saved  by  the  presence  of  a  man-of-war  in  this  port,  or  at  least  facUitie« 
would  have  been  offered  them  to  prove  their  innocence. 

I  have  been  infomieil  by  the  officers  of  the  Spanish  government,  that  in  fiiture  C4iset4, 
owing  to  the  active  measures  which  I  have  taken  in  behalf  of  my  countrymen,  and  to 
prevent  them  making  any  declaration,  it  is  their  determination  to  shoot  M  American 
prisoners  immediately  on  the  spot,  in  order  that  I  may  be  prevented  from  communi- 
cating with  them. 

I  hope,  sir,  you  will  represent  these  facts  to  Admiral  Hoff,  and  manifest  to  him  the 
necessity  of  looking  in  upon  us,  at  least  occasionally,  in  order  to  quiet  the  anxiety  of 
our  countrymen. 

I  shall  also  transmit  to  the  department  a  copy  of  the  proceedings,  stated  by  the  young 
man,  Albert  Wyeth.  Please  give  me  explicit  instnictions  how  to  ac^t  in  case  that  others 
be  brought  to  this  city,  as  it  is  painful  and  revolting  to  be  persuade^l  of  their  innocence 
without  power  to  assist  them.  '        • 

Please  answer  by  first  opportunity. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  PHILLIPS, 
Acting  United  Slules  CqmuI 


Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Plumh. 

No.  20.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  7, 1869. 
•  •«••• 

I  read  your  No.  49  (inclosing  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  consul  at 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  upon  the  execution  of  Speakman)  to  the  President, 
who  immediately  ordered  a  vessel  of  war  to  proceed  to  Santiago  to  in- 
vestigate the  case. 
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Mr,  Fish  to  General  ASickles. 

Xo.  9.]  Washington,  August  10, 18(59. 

On  the  3d  day  of  July  last  fliformation  was  receiv^^d  at  this  depart- 
ment from  Dr.  Phillips,  vice-consul  of  the  United  States  at  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  that  Charles  Speakman,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  had, 
against  his  will,  been  forced  to  accompany  an  expedition  against  Cuba, 
in  the  Grai>e  Shot,  and  had  voluntarily  8un*endered  himself  to  the  Span- 
ish authorities  as  a  non-combatant,  had  been  cruelly  murdered,  with  a 
formality  of  trial  that  amounted  only  to  a  farce.  The  details  of  this  are 
so  fully  set  forth  in  the  dispatch  of  Mr.  Phillii)s,  a  copy  of  which  is  in- 
closed, that  it  is  needless  for  me,  in  this  connection,  to  do  more  than 
refer  to  it. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  information  the  President  directed  Admiral 
Hoff  to  proceed  at  once  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  to  investigate  the  case 
in  persim. 

By  direction  of  the  President,  Dr.  Phillips's  dispatch  was  also,  on  the 
same  day,  read  to  Mr.  Roberts  by  Mr.  Davis,  and  that  gentleman,  on 
hearing  it,  assui-ed  Mr.  Davis  that  he  would  inquire  into  the  case,  and 
that  a  proper  compensation  should  be  made  by  the  Spanish  government 
to  the  family  of  Mr.  Speakman. 

A  few  days  afterward  another  dispatch  was  received  fix)m  Mr.  Phil- 
lips, a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  containing  an  account  of  the  execution 
of  Albert  Wyeth,  another  American  citizen,  under  circumstances  of 
equal  barbarity  and  cruelty.  For  the  details  of  this,  also,  I  refer  you  to 
the  consul's  dispatch,  contining  myself  in  this  connection  to  calling  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Wyeth's  dying  declarations  fully  confirm 
Mr.  Si)eakman's  assertions  of  his  own  innocence. 

Admiral  Hoflf,  upon  the  receipt  of  his  instructions,  sailed  as  soon  as 
IK>HAible  for  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  arrive<i  there  on  the  11th  of  July, 
with  the  flag-ship,  the  steamship  Gettysburg,  and  monitor  Centaur.  He 
proceeded  at  once  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  these  cases,  and 
rejiorted  in  detail  to  the  Navy  Department,  with  full  inclosures,  copies 
of  all  which  are  inclosed,  in  support  of  the  conclusions  to  which  he 
arrived. 

Those  conclusions  are,  "  that  these  men  were  cruelly  murdered,  owing 
entirely  U>  the  weakness  of  the  Spanish  official  at  this  city,  (Santiago  de 
Cuba,)  in  yielding  to  the  demands  of  the  Catalan  volunteers,  and  in 
misconstruing  or  acting  upon  the  cruel  decree  of  the  24th  of  March, 
1869.'^ 

In  this  opinion,  and  in  the  forcible  language  in  whicli  it  is  expressed, 
the  President  fully  concurs.  You  are  accordingly  instructed  to  demand 
of  the  Spanish  government  full  reparation  to  the  families  or  representa- 
tiveH  of  Charles  Si)eakman  and  Albert  Wyeth,  for  their  murder  by  the 
Spanish  authorities,  so  far  as  i)ecuniary  compensation  can  make  repa- 
ration therefor. 

You  will  observe,  also,  that  Admiral  Hoff  says  that  '*  Great  Britain's 
laws  of  citizenship  have  enabled  her  to  obtain  from  Spain  the  entire 
revocation  of  this  proclamation,  which  fact  seems  to  be  known  and  ob- 
served \yy  the  Spaniards  throughout  the  island,  and  certainly  gives 
British  subjects  greater  consideration  when  captured  or  wrecked  upon 
the  Cuban  coast." 

I  do  not  know  what  peculiarity  in  the  British  laws  Admiral  Hoff  refers 
to.  You  will,  however,  call  the  attention  of  the  Si>anish  minister  for 
foreign  affairs  to  this  fact,  and  will  say  that  we  shall  expect  citizens  of 
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the  United  States  to  be  treated  with  as  much  coiisideratiou,and  to  enjoy 
as  broad  rights,  as  the  citizens  of  any  other  country. 

You  will  also,  in  the  name  of  the  President,  solemnly  protest  against 
any  longer  canying  on  this  war  in  Ci\j3a  in  this  barbarous  way.  For 
now  nearly  a  year  the  insurgents  have  maintained  themselves  against 
all  the  forces  which  Spain  and  the  Catalan  volunteers  have  been  able  to 
put  into  the  field  against  them.  lii  the  judgment  of  the  President,  in 
which  I  lK*lieve  the  whole  civilized  world  will  coiiu'ide,  the  time  lias 
come  when  this  struggle  should  be  earned  on  in  a  more  hiunane  way. 
To  shoot  jirisoners  of  war,  simply  because  they  are  taken  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  customs  of  the  Christian 
world.  This  country  is  deeply  interested  in  the  proper  solution  of  this 
question.  Our  relations  with  Cuba  are  so  many  and  so  intimate  that 
we  (»-anliot  regard  this  stniggle,  in  all  its  details,  with  an,\-thing  but 
intense  interest.  Our  earnest  wish  has  been  and  is  to  do  oiu*  whole  duty 
as  a  neutral  nation  toward  Spain  in  this. emergency.  Feeling  that  wV 
have  done  so;  that  under' cdrcumstances  of  peculiar  difficulty  we  have 
enforced  our  laws  and  nmintained  our  neutrality,  we  think  that  we  have 
a  right  on  our  part  to  insist  that  Spain  shall  c^an-y  on  this  war  hereafter 
in  a  manner  more  in  accordance  with  the  humane  and  Christian  senti- 
ment of  the  age. 


General  Sickles  to  Mr.  FM, 

No.  15.]  September  8, 18G9.— (Received  September  23,) 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Mr.  Bec4*rra, 
the  minister  of  state  ad  interim^  in  relation  to  Charles  Si>eakmau  and 
Albert  Wyeth,  executed  at  Santiago  de  Cuba.  In  the  fiu'ther  execution 
of  your  instructions  No.  10, 1  have,  in  the  same  communication,  foiiiially 
protested  against  these  deplorable  excesses,  demanding,  in  the  name  of 
humanity,  that  the  war  in  Cuba,  if  prolonged,  shall  not  l)e  ccmducteti  in 
disregard  of  the  customs  and  usages  of  Christian  nations. 


General  Sickles  to  the  Minister  of  Slate. 

Madrid,  September  6,  ldS9. 

TliP  uiider8igii«l,.euvoy  oxtraordiiiary  iiiul  iuiDiMt4>r  pleiiiiM»teiitiary  of  the  Tnit^l 
States  of  America,  iii  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  his  govemnient,  has  the  honor  to 
request  the  attention  of  his  excellency  the  minister  of  state  to  certain  quite  receut 
transactions  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  in  whicli,  by  the  onlers  of  the  governor  of  that  pUkv, 
two  American  citizens,  who  had  conuuittcd  lio  crime,  and  who  had  vohmt-arily  sought 
the  protection  of  the  Spanisli  authorities,  were  put  t-o  death  witlioiit  trial. 

On  the  3  day  of  Jidy  last,  the  Depart-ment  of  State  was  informwl  by  the  Ameri- 
can vice-consul  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  that  Charles  Speakman,  a  citizen  of  the  l'nit«"<l 
States,  who  had  voluntarily  surrendei-ed  himself  to  the  Spanish  authorities  as  a  non- 
combatant,  had  been  executed  by  order  of  the  governor  after  an  er  j>«rteprocee<ling,not 
ta  be  called  a  trial. 

On  receipt  of  this  iufonnation  the  President  direct-e^l  Admiral  Hoft'to  prtweed  at  onre 
to  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  to  investigate  the  case  in  person. 

By  direction  of  the  President  the  consuFs  disjmtch  was,  on  the  same  day,  read  to  hw 
excellency  the  S])ani8h  minister  at  Washujgton  by  the  acting  S<*cretary  of  State,  wht'ii 
Mr.  Roberts  assured  Mr.  Davis  the  matter  should  be  investigated  and  a  proper  com- 
pensation made  by  the  Spanish  government  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

A  few  days  afterward  the  vice-consul  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  reiwrt-ed  t-o  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  the  execution  of  Albert  Wyeth,  another  American,  under  circumKtances 
equally  summary,  gi'oundless,  and  cniel.  ' 
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Admiral  Hoff,  a»  8c>on  an  he  had  received  hin  iuHtrnctiouH,  Hailetl  for  Sautiago  de  Cuba, 
"where  he  arrived  on  the  11th  of  July,  and  after  a  thorough  investigation,  reported  in 
detail  all  the  material  facts  relating  to  Inith  of  these  (lei)lor}ible  occiirrenc'e«. 

It  a)>[»ears  from  these  ofHeial  rejJort-B  and  the  a^-corapanying  documents,  that  Charles 
8})eakniau,  a  citizen  of  the  Unite4l  States,  residing  in  Aurora,  Indiana,  where  he  has  a 
wife  and  child,  being  by  <x*cupatiou  a  sailor,  about  the  end  of  April  shipped  as  seamen 
on  board  the  schooner  Grape  Slmt,  of  New  York,  signing  articles  for  Falmouth,  in  Ja- 
maica, in  good  faith,  knowing  nothing  of  the  objects  of  the  voyage.  While  lying  in 
the  Lower  Bay  of  New  York,  the  tug-boat  which  was  to  tow  the  Grape  Shot  to  sea 
arrived  at  midnight,  bringing  some  fifty  anned  Cubans,  with  a  considerable  supply  of 
munitions  of  war.  Spcakumn  objected  t<»  ctmtinuing  the  voyage,  and  desired  to  return 
to  the  <'ity  in  the  propeller ;  Imt  the  csiptaiu  assured  him  that,  although  he  had  taken 
the  Cubams  on  board,  he  would  not  risk  his  vessel  by  attempting  to  run  the  Spanish 
blockade,  but  would  prtK'eed  at  once  to  Falmoutli,  land  the  Cubans,  and  go  for  a  cargo 
of  fruit.  When  off  Cape  Mayzi  the  Cubans  tcwik  charge  of  the  vessel,  ran  her  ashore, 
and  disembarked. 

Speakinan  who  hail  had  a  qiuirrel  with  the  captain  about  the  engagement,  was 
forcibly  put  on  shore  with  the  Cubans.  They  were  smui  attacked  by  the  Spanish 
troops,  ronte<l,  and  dispersed,  Speakman  taking  no  part  in  the  light.  He  took  the  first 
opportunity  to  ^ve  himself  up  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  on  the  16th  of  June  wjis 
brought  to  Sautiago,  subjecttnl  to  a  iirivate  examination  before  the  fiscal,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  an  interi>reter,  and  c<uidemned  to  death  immediately.  The  consul  of  the  United 
St^ites  uia4le  application  to  the  governor  r)f  the  place  by  letter  to  grant  a  reprieve  of  a 
few  ilayM,  to  enable  Speakman  to  obtain  from  Jamaica  the  pr<M)fs  necessary  to  establish 
his  innocence.  The  letter  of  the  consul  was  never  answered.  He  then,  in  company 
with  the  English  vice-consul,  matle  a  personal  a))plication  to  the  governor.  The  gov- 
ernor replied  that  his  orders  were  positive,  alluding  to  Captain  Genenil  Dulce's  procla-. 
niation  of  the  24th  of  March,  1869,  and  ad<led  that,  owing  to  the  dissensions  prevailing 
in  the  Spanish  forces,  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  Catalan  volunteers,  and  the  danger  of 
a  counter-revolution  against  himself,  it  would  be  entirely  impossible  to  grant  even  a 
short  reprieve.  Consequently  Speakman  was  executetl  on  the  morning  of  the  17th 
June,  within  fcmrteen  hours  after  he  was  brought  to  the  city. 

These  facts  are  derived  fnwn  the  ofiUcial  reports  <»f  the  acting  United  States  consul, 
X>r.  Phillips,  Admiral  Hoff,  and  the  dying  statements  of  Speakman,  and  of  those  who 
were  executed  with  him,  w^ho  united  in  declaring  his  innocence  of  all  complicity  in  the 
objects  of  the  expedition. 

And  it  further  ap]H^ars  that  Albert.  Wyeth,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  young  man  of  only 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  very  respectably  connected,  sailed  in  the  same  schooner  Grape 
Shot  for  Falmouth,  Jamaica,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  On  learning  the  real  desti- 
nation of  the  8cho<mer,  he  energetically  protested  against  taking  part  in  the  enterprise. 
When  the  expedition  disembarked  he  was  forced  to  land  with  the  Cubans,  and  took 
the  first  opportunity  to  surrender  himself  to  the  Spanisli  authorities.  He  was  shot  on 
the  21st  of  June,  and  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  without  even  the  pretense  of  a 
trial.  The  acting  consul  of  the  United  States,  in  a  personal  interview  with  the  gov- 
ernor, urged  in  vain  the  extreme  youth  of  the  prisoner,  his  respectable  social  standing, 
and  his  innocence  of  any  criminal  intent,  as  reasons  for  a  commutation  or  reprieve  of 
the  aenteime. 

Admiral  Hoff,  in  his  report  to  the  Navy  Department,  which  is  accompauied  by  all 
the  evidence  necessary  to  support  his  conclusions,  declares  that  these  men  were  sacn- 
ficecl  through  **  weakness  or  the  Spanish  official  at  this  city  (Santiago  de  Cuba)  in 
yielcling  to  the  demands  of  the  Catalan  volunteers,  and  in  misconstruing  or  acting  uf>ou 
the  cruel  decree  of  the  24th  day  of  March,  1869. 

In  this  opinion  and  in  the  forcible  language  in  which  it  is  expressed  the  President 
fully  concurs,  and  the  undersigned  is  instructed  to  demand  of  the  Spanish  government 
full  reparation  to  be  made  to  the  families  or  representatives  of  the  said  Charles  Speak- 
man and  Albert  Wyeth,  in  so  far  as  pecuniary  compensation  can  make  reparation  for 
these  unjustifiable  homicides. 

It  also  appears  by  the  report  of  Admiral  Hoff  that  Great  Britain  has  been  enabled 
"  to  obtain  from  Spain  the  entire  revocation  of  the  proclamation  of  24th  March,  1869, 
-which  fact  seems  to  be  known  and  observeil  by  the  Spanish  authorities  throughout 
the  island,  and  certainly  gives  British  subjects  greater  consideration  when  captured  or 
-wrecked  njion  the  Cuban  coast."  The  undersigned,  in  bringing  this  circumstance  to 
the  notice  of  the  minister  of  state,  is  instructed  to  say  that  the  United  States  claim  for 
their  citizens  the  same  consideration  and  the  wime  rights  enjoyed  by  the  citizens  or 
aubject^  of  any  other  power. 

Tlie  government  of  the  United  States  has  heretofore  remonstrated  against  certain 
proclamations  of  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba,  that  threatene<l  a  mode  of  warfare  at 
variance  with  the  recognized  customs  of  civilized  nations.  It  has  been  the  earnest 
hope  of  the  President  that  these  friendly  representations  would  not  be  disregarded  by 
Spain.    The  United  States,  in  dealing  with  a  rebellion  of  vast  proportions,  which  was 
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not  »  struggle  for  .self-govemnieiit,  emancipation,  or  ameliorated  forms  of  aclministra- 
tion,  neverthelesB  accorded  to  tlie  insurgents  all  the  amenities  of  warfare.  No  life  wa» 
saerificed.  not  even  among  the  conspicuous  and  responsible  actors  in  the  insurrection, 
nuless  in  battle,  and  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  war.  Nor  was  any  discrimina- 
tion made  between  those  citizens  of  the  United  {States  who  took  part  in  the  insurrec- 
tion and  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  foreign  nations  who  joined  the  rebel  standard ;  all, 
when  captured,  were  treated  alike  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  when  non-combat ant-s  were 
accnsed  of  military  offenses  within  the  Union  lines,  and  a  trial  by  the  ordinary  tribu- 
nals was  impracticable,  they  were  arraigned  before  a  military  commission,  in  which  all 
the  safeguards  essential  to  the  administration  of  justice  were  carefully  observed;  the 
accused  were  allowed  a  reasonable  -time  to  prepare  for  trial,  the  privilege  of  conns<'lto 
assist  in  their  defense,  the  attendance  of  witnesses  as  well  as  the  right  of  cross-examin- 
ation ;  and  it  was  necessary  to  the  validity  of  sentences  pronounced  by  these  tribunals, 
that  the  procee<ling8  should  be  reviewed  and  sanctioned  by  superior  authority. 

It  has  been,  and  is  now,  the  sincere  wish  of  the  United  States  to  |)erform  all  thrtr 
duties  as  a  neutral  nation  towanl  Spain  in  this  emergency.  Under  circumstances  ot 
peculiar  diflBculty,  the  United  States  have  enforced  their  laws  and  maintained  their 
neutrality  throughout  the  contest.  Their  relations  with  Cuba  are  so  many  and  so 
intimate,  that  they  cannot  but  feel  an  intense  interest  in  a  struggle  for  independence 
which  derives  so  much  of  its  inspiration  from  the  example  of  their  own  free  institutions 
and  the  past  intercourse  between  Cuba  and  the  republic,  not  to  speak  of  the  recent 
illustration  Spain  herself  has  given  of  the  love  of  liberty  cherished  by  all  Spaniards. 
For  nearly  a  year  the  insurgents  have  maintained  themselves  against  all  the  force 
Spain  has  been  able  to  put  into  the  field  against  them.  In  the  judgment  of  the  Presi- 
dent, in  which  it  is  believed  the  whole  civilized  world  will  c<mcnr,  the  time  has  come 
when  this  struggle  should  be  carried  on  in  a  more  humane  way.  To  shoot  prisoners  of 
war  simply  because  they  are  taken  with  arms  in  theip  hands,  is  not  in  accordance  with 
the  customs  of  Christian  nations.  Hostilities  so  conducted,  besides  increasing  the  sym- 
pathy felt  for  the  Cubans,  can  only  aggravate  and  protract  a  coiltest  involving  ques- 
tions in  which  the  United  States  have  interest's  too  important  to  be  disrej^arded. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts  and  considerations,  the^  undersigned  is  instmcted  to 
protest  with  all  solemnity,  in  the  name  of  the  President'of  the  United  States,  against 
the  deplorable  excesses  which  have  thus  far  characterized  the  war  in  Cuba,  and  to 
insist,  as  the  President  believes  he  may  rightfully  insist,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  that 
hereafter,  while  hostilities  are  prolonged,  the  war  shall  be  conducted  in  a  manner 
more  in  accord  with  the  humaue  and  Christian  sentiment  of  the  age. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his  excellency  the  min- 
ister of  state  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

D.  E.  SICKLES. 


Gen.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 
No.  17.]  September  14, 1869. — (Received  October  5.) 

His  excellency  tlieii  informed  me  that  a  report  from  the  Captain  Gen- 
eral of  Cuba  had  been  called  for  in  relation  to  the  cases  of  Speakman 
and  Wyeth,  and  if  the  fiicta  were  a«  alleged,  ftill  rep«aration  would  be 
made  to  the  families  of  the  deceased ;  and  he  added  that  onlers  had 
been  given  to  prevent  such  scenes  of  cruelty  in  the  future  conduct  of 
the  war. 


Oen,  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fi^h. 

Ko.  20.]  Madrid,  November  2,  1869. — (Received  November  17.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  translation  of  the  note  of  the  minist^T 
of  state,  Mr.  Silvela,  of  the  11th  of  October,  in  reply  to  my  note  of  the 
6th  of  September,  in  relation  to  the  Speakman  and  Wyeth  murders,  and 
a  copy  of  my  rejoinder,  dated  October  3()th. 
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Mr,  Silvela  to  Gen,  Sickles. 
[TraiiAlation.l 

Madrid,  October  11, 1869. 

Sir:  This  miniRtry  received  in  due  time  the  note  of  your  excellency,  dated  6th  of 
Sentember,  relating  to  two  American  citizeim  upon  whom  the  penalty  of  death  waa 
inflicted  in  Santiago  de  Cuba,  as  you  affirm,  without  their  having  committed  any  crime, 
tod  when  they  had  voluntarily  given  themselves  up  to  the  authorities,  afdkiug  for  pro- 
tection. 

Circumstances  and  events  which  it  is  necessary  to  mention  have  caused  some  delay 
iu  my  answer,  but  I  l>elieve  no  prejudice  to  the  object  of  the  note  referred  to  has  re- 
snlted  from  this,  as,  in  the  meanwhile,  information  has  lM»en  received  from  the  Captain 
General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  in  regard  to  what  took  place  in  the  case  cited  by  your 
excellency. 

One  fact  results  from  the  documents  belonging  to  the  matter,  to  which  I  will,  in  the 
first  place,  call  your  attention,  and  this  is,  that  in  the  conlial  and  frank  interviews 
which  Admiral  Hoff  held  with  the  autliorities  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  to  inform  himself,  . 
in  acconlance  with  the  onlers  of  his  government,  of  the  considerations  which  might 
have  justified  the  punishment  inflicted  upon  Charles  Speakman,  this  officer  of  the 
American  navy  expressed  himself,  as  it  appears,  satisfied  with  the  explanations  which 
he  had  rect'ived  from  the  governor  of  Santiago,  without  making  any  objection  to  the 
statements  adduced  by  the  Tatter  in  support  of  his  conduct,  and  only  when  he  was  pre- 
paring to  leave  the  island  he  directed  to  the  above-mentioned  governor  a  protest 
against  his  ac-ts  with  respect  to  the  American  citizens  in  question. 

This  proceeding  of  Admiral  Hoff  permits  the  supposition  that,  in  making  a  protest 
in  that  form,  he  yielded  to  other  causes  foreign  to  tne  subject  rather  than  to  his  con- 
victions of  right,  since,  in  the  other  case,  he  would  at  least  have  announced  his  pur- 
pose during  the  interview,  contradicting  the  observations  of  the  Spanish  authority, 
which  so  freely  offered  to  furnish  all  the  facts  conducing  to  the  manifestation  of  the 
justice  with  which  he  had  acte<l. 

The  presumption  favorable  to  the  Spanish  authority  which  arises  from  this  is  fully 
confirmed,  if  the  facts  are  examined  with  care  and  impartiality. 

A  preliminarj'  consideration  necessary  to  he  taken  into  account  is  the  bloocly  char- 
acter of  the  insurrection,  and  the  cnielty  and  ferocity  of  its  titular  chiefs,  who  have 
gone  BO  far  as  to  openly  order,  as  it  appears  from  an  edict  of  the  leader  Cespedes, 
arson,  piliage,  and  nuird'er.  In  this  way  was  produced  a  just  indignation  among  the 
government  forces,  and  among  the  numerous  islanders  who  assist  them  in  the  defense 
of  the  principle  of  authority  against  the  felonious  excesses  of  undisciplined  bands ;  the 
desire  was  aroused  among  all  to  avenge  injuries  and  insults  which  they  had  not  pro- 
voked, and  the  civil  war  came  to  assume  a  character  which  the  mother  country  de- 
plores, and  for  which  they  are  solely  responsible,  who,  not  contented  with  rushing  to 
arms  at  a  time  when,  more  than  ever,  the  way  of  realizing  all  legitimate  aspirations 
was  open  to  them,  still  sought  to  destroy  their  own  country  with  hro  and  devastation. 

Hence  the  oecessity  of  rigorous  measures,  which,  although  they  have  subsequently 
been  subjeete4l  to  essential  modifications  in  a  lenient  sense,  could  not  l)e  applied  at 
that  time,  by  the  authorities,  without  distinction  of  natives  and  foreigners,  even  when 
in  reality  these  last  were  much  more  culpable,  taking  an  attitude  of  hostility  to  a 
government  whose  act«  in  no  way  aflected  them. 

To  these  dispositions  to  which  I  allude,  justified  by  the  necessity  of  depriving  the 
insurrection  of  the  assistance  which  it  received  from  abroad,  the  governor  of  Santiago 
had  to  conform  in  the  case  under  discussion,  being  compelled  to  treat  Speakman,  taken 
with  arms  in  his  hands,  as  an  enemy  of  Spain  with  regard  to  his  nationality,  which 
disappearetl  in  presence  of  the  crime  for  which  he  had  made  himself  responsible.  That 
the  law  was  justly  applied  is  shown  by  the  confession  of  the  accused,  as  appears  from 
the  letter  which  he  addressed  to  his  unfortunato  family  shortly  before  his  death.  I 
send  yon  a  copy  of  this  documcTit,  and  by  reading  it  you  will  see  that  the  unfortunate 
Speakman  begins  by  declaring  that  he  was  captured  by  the  Spanish  forces,  and  this  is 
sufficient,  in  my  judgment,  to  remove  all  the  force  of  the  exculpation  alleged  in  the 
supposition  that  Speakman  had  been  forcibly  landed  in  Cuba,  and  had  afterward  given 
himself  up  voluntarily  to  the  authorities  of  the  country.  You  will  also  observe  that 
when  about  to  suffer  the  final  penalty,  and  when  writing  to  his  wife  and  child,  Speak- 
man makes  no  protest  of  his  innocence,  and  only  shows  resentment  against  those  who 
compromised  him  in  the  enterprise  which  cost  him  his  life,  whom  he  makes  responsible 
for  bis  misfortune,  urging  his  family  to  institute  proceedings  against  them. 

In  this  connection  I  call  your  attention  to  the  paragraph  of  the  letter  referred  to  iu 
which  he  says,  literally,  '^  Claim  damages  of  the  shi|>-owners ;  they  have  taken  my  life» 
and  have  ifeprived  you  of  my  support,  and  they  ought  to  aid  you.  There  will  be  a 
statement  here,  which  will  go  on  to  the  government,  and,  by  w^hat  I  have  been  told, 
you  will  be  able  to  see  a  contract  between  them  and  the  Cuban  junta  in  New  York  to 
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land  these  men  in  Cuba,  and  if  you  can  obtain  it  you  will  recover  large  damages/' 
These  words  need  no  comment.  The  victim  himself  indicates  where  the  responsibility 
lies,  and  addressing  himself  at  the  last  moment  to  the  object  of  his  greatest  affectioii, 
completely  exempts  the  Spanish  fijovemment  and  accuses  the  ship-owners  and  the 
Cuban  junta,  who  have  deprived  nim  of  his  life,  and  mentions  the  contract  to  land 
those  men  in  Cuba.  The  ship-owners  and  the  Cuban  junta,  whose  mission  is  not'Oriouii, 
reside  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  most  just  that  that  government, 
following  the  suggestion  of  the  unfortunate  Speakman,  should  endeavor  to  exact  of 
them  the  resiwnsibility  which  the  last  will  of  the  accused  throws  upon  them,  and  uptm 
them  exclusivelj'.  A  case  is  impossil)le,  therefore,  in  which  the  irres^wnsibility  of  the 
Spanish  authorities  could  be  more  clearly  proveu.  Still  fiirtlier  it  appears,  as  proof  of 
his  culpability,  that  Speakman  was  found  armed  with  a  gun  when  he  came  into  the 

Possession  of  the  Spanish  authorities;  for  if,  victim  of  a  deception  as  yon  affinu,  he 
ad  wished  to  give  himself  up  voluntarily,  nothing  obliged  him  to  preserve  in  his 
hands  the  surest  proof  of  his  participation  in  the  fight. 

With  this  becomes  inadmissible  the  exculpation  which  rests  upon  the  suppo8iti<m  of 
a  moral  or  material  compulsion ;  because,  if  it  were  sufficient  to  allege  such  an  exouern^ 
tion  to  elude  responsibility  in  cases  like  the  present,  the  impnnitv  *>f  filibust-erism 
would  be  almost  absolute,  it  being  always  easy  to  declare  one's  self  deceivetl  or  forcwl 
into  taking  part  in  tilibnstering  expeditions. 

In  fine,  it  appears  and  is  evident  that  Speakman  formed  part  of  a  piratical  expedition 
agaiust  Cuba,  and  that  he  disembarked  in  the  island  with  re-enforcements  en  route  for 
the  insurrection,  and  that  he  was  taken  with  arms  in  his  hands ;  so  that  all  the  circum- 
stances concur  which  are  necessary  to  constitute  the  responsibility  required  by  the  law 
which  was  brought  into  action ;  and  this  being  so,  the  charge  which  you  make  agaiust 
the  governor  of  Santiago,  of  a  lack  of  encrj^y  to  resist  the  animosity  of  the  voliuiteeni 
against  the  unfortunate  Speakman,  is  destitute  of  foundation,  as  the  officer  in  question 
onlv  complied  with  an  order — severe,  if  you  please,  but  necessary  to  prevent  the  coming 
of  loreigners — the  principal  element  which  keeps  the  insurrection  alive,  and  which  luoeit 
contributes  to  the  devastation  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  whose  ruin  is  to  them  entirely 
indifferent. 

Referring  to  the  observations  of  your  excellency  in  respect  to  the  character  assumed 
by  the  fratricidal  struggle  which  exists  in  that  transatlantic  province,  I  think  proper 
to  state  that  the  government  earnestly  desires  to  establish  all  possible  conditions  of 
humanity  in  the  struggle,  in  spite  of  the  persistence  of  the  insurgents  in  committing 
indescribable  outrages  ;  and  if  we  have  hitherto  not  seen  realized  our  desire  to  mitigate 
the  horrors  of  war,  it  is  owing  to  the  conduct  of  our  enemies,  who  poison  the  min&  of 
the  many  islanders  who  are  attacked  and  injured  in  their  families  and  their  interests; 
the  cause  of  the  rigorous  measures  sometimes  resorted  to  being  also  the  just  anxiety  1.0 
prevent  the  coming  of  foreign  re-enforcements,  which  have  so  much  contributed  and 
still  contribute  to  prolong  the  insurrection. 

As  a  proof  of  the  humane  disposition  by  which  the  government  is  actuated,  I  call 
your  attention  to  the  measures  which,  in  accordance  with  this,  have  been  already 
adopted.  The  first  is  (among  others  of  less  importance)  the  order  given  by  the  Captain 
General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  that  in  the  cases  of  the  imprisonment  of  a  foreigner, 
the  proper  dispatch  shall  be  drawn  up  at  once  to  be  sent  to  that  official,  if  the  case 
does  not  require  to  be  submitted  to  the  decision  of  a  court-martial,  and  even  then  the 
necessary  report  must  be  sent  for  final  action. 

Among  these  measures  figures  also  the  circular  of  the  23d  of  September,  emanating 
£*om  the  government,  in  which  it  is  provided  that  the  conquered  enemy  who  surrenders 
under  the  faith  which  is  pledged  to  respect  his  rights,  is  a  sacred  object  which  Spain 
covers  with  her  segis,  and  it  belongs  to  tne  tribunals  alone  to  judge  his  conduct,  with- 
out it  being  permitted  to  any  one  to  invade  the  power  of  justice.  It  is  also  forbidden 
in  all  c^ses  to  employ  reprisals  against  the  barbarous  devastation  which,  as  a  means  of 
attaining  an  impossible  victory,  is  resorted  to  by  the  rebels ;  and,  in  fine,  mercy  and 
humanity  are  generally  recommended  in  the  conduct  of  the  war. 

These  are  the  sentiments  which  animate  the  Spanish  government,  which,  represent- 
ing in  Spain  the  most  liberal  ideas  for  the  government  of  a  st-ate,  cannot  represent  in 
Cuba  principles  which  w^onld  be  the  negative  of  these,  and  I  therefore  trust  that  your 
excellency,  convinced  of  the  loyalty  of  our  views,  and  persuaded  on  the  other  hand  of 
the  justice  with  which  the  law  has  been  applied  in  the  case  which  was  the  occasion  of 
your  note  to  which  this  is  a  reply,  will  see  that  the  subject  in  question  shall  not  give 
rise  to  any  misunderstanding. 

I  improve  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

MANUEL  8ILVELA. 
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General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Silreh. 

Maduid,  October  30,  1869. 

Sir:  I  have  receiveil  your  excclleiuy'H  iu>te  of  the  11th  iiiHtaiit,  in  reply  to  mine  of 
the  6th  ultimo^  denuiudinjj;  indemnity  tor  the  fiunihe^s  of  Chades  Speakman  ami  Allnrt 
Wyeth,  two  Ameriean  citizenw  Hiimmarily  )>ut  to  deatli,  without  eause,  hy  the  8])ani8h 
aiithoritie^*  at  Santiago  de  Cuha,  in  June  hist,  and  i)rotestinj{  agaiimt  the  repetitiim  ol 
8ueh  acts  in  the  further  prosecution  of  hostilities  in  Cuba. 

Aly  government  will  receive  with  due  consideration  the  statement  of  your  excelleney 
that  the  Spanish  govennnent  desires  t^)  establish  all  jiossible  etmditions  of  humanity 
in  the  fratricidal  stniggle  which  jirevails  in  that  island^  and  that,  in  jjroof  of  this 
humane  disposition,  the  Captain  General  luis  ordered  rejjorts  to  l>e  ma<le  to  him  of  th(» 
im])risoninent  of  foreigners,  if  the  case  doe,H  not  retpiire  to  be  l>rouglit  before  a  court- 
martial;  that  in  such  castas  the  procee<lings  are  to  l)e  submitted  to  him  for  final  action ; 
that  the  circular  of  the  23<1  Sciptemlier  ultimo,  emanating  frcmi  the  Spanish  goveni- 
ment,  has  providwl  "that  the  conquerwl  enemy  who  surrenders  under  tlu?  faith  which 
is  ]»ledged  to  respect  his  rights,  is  a  sacre<l  object  which  Spain  covers  with  her  Jegis, 
ami  that  it  l>elong8  to  the  tribunals  alone  to  judge  his  conduct,  without  it  l>eiug  per- 
mitted to  any  one  to  invade  that  juristliction ; "  that  acts  of  retaliation  are  forbidden 
in  auy  ciLse:  that  mercy  and  humanity  are  enjoined  in  the  conduct  of  the  war;  and 
that  tlie  government  which  u])holds  in  Spain  the  most  lil»eral  iileas  cannot  repre^^ent 
in  Cnba  principles  in  conflict  with  the*ie. 

PriH*e*Hliug  to  the  consideration  of  the  particular  cases  t(»  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
invite  the  attention  of  the  Spanish  goveniment,  I  cannot  fail  to  (»bserve  that  your 
excellency  makes  no  allusimi  what-t^ver  t-<t  the  cas<»  of  Wyeth,  from  which  1  trust  I  may 
assume  that  the  demand  of  my  goveniment  in  respect  to  him  is  sMlmitted  U)  be  just. 

It  is  not  without  regret  that  I  not-e  the  avowal  of  your  excellency,  that  Speakman 
wa*i  execute<l  in  conformity  with  the  law  and  the  onlers  in  fierce  in  Cuba ;  and  that  the 
fat<e  of  this  unfortunate  man  wjia  no  other  than  hail  been  decree<l  by  competent  author- 
ity against  all  enemies  of  Sjiaiu  taken  with  arms  in  their  hands;  for,  although  the  de- 
mand for  indemnity  in  this  ease  rests  upon  the  ground  that  Speakman  was  innocent  of 
any  hostile  act  or  intent  against  the  Spanish  authority,  I  must  reject  as  repugnant  to 
all  the  sentiments  of  our  a«lvanced  civilization  any  assumption  thatapiwars  to  tolerate 
the  indis(;riminate  slaughter  of  prisoners  of  war.  I  prefer,  indeed,  to  discuss  the 
question  preseut^nl  (m  the  ba^is  of  the  more  benign  ccnle  your  excellency  informs  me 
has  1>een  lately  adopted  in  Cuba. 

Xor  can  1  pjiss  without  emi>hatic  dissent  the  inadmissible  inference  ilrawn  from  the 
courteous  forl>earance  of  Admiral  Hotf  in  waiting  uutil  he  had  obtainetl  all  the  testi- 
mony in  relation  to  the  execution  of  Speakman  and  Wyeth  before  mldressiug  his  formal 
protest  to  the  authorities  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

I  must  also  note  the  signiticant  omission  of  your  excellency  to  affirm  that  Speakman 
was  tried  by  a  competent  tribunal,  and  sentenced  upon  due  proof  of  the  commission  of 
a  capital  crime.  And  although  it  is  insisted  that  his  otfeust^  consiste<l  in  the  violation 
of  a  law,  neither  the  tenor  of  the  law  nor  the  authority  sanctioning  it  is  mentioned. 
It  may,  however,  be  presume<l  that  your  excellency  refers  to  the  decree  of  the  Captain 
General  of  Cuba  of  the  24th  of  March,  1869,  a  copy  of  which  was  furnished  to  Admiral 
Hoff  by  the  governor  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  as  the  authority  under  which  he  acte^l.  It 
will  be  sufficient  for  me  to  repe^it  the  purjiort  of  this  decree  as  given  to  the  crmsul  of 
the  United  Stat^js  by  Mr.  De  la  Torre,  in  his  letter  of  the  13th  of  June  last,  in  reply  to 
inquiries  made  by  the  consul  in  relation  to  the  fate  of  certain  American  citizens.  The 
governor,  quoting  the  words  of  the  general  comnmnding  the  de])artment  of  the  ejwt, 
i»ay8  that,  **  by  the  national  laws,  every  foreigner  st;tting  foot  in  Spanish  territory  in 
attitude  of  war,  and  who  is  t.aken  with  anns  in  his  hands,  is  liable  to  the  penalty  of 
death  without  process,  {nin  formacion  de  causa;)  consequently  the  prisoners  in  (question 
have  suffered  this  punishment  without  ascertainment  of  their  nationality" 

Your  excellency,  in  the  absence  of  any  trial  of  the  accuseil,  relies  upon  the  letter 
Speakman  is  renresentod  to  have  written  to  his  wife  a  few^  hours  before  he  was  shot,  to 
prove  that  the  law  of  S]>aiu  was  regularly  and  jnstly  applied  to  his  ca.He.  It  is  a  con- 
clusive answer  to  any  atti^mpt  to  sustain  the  sentence  by  the  contents  of  that  letter, 
that  it  was  wi-itten  on  the  morning  he  was  executed  and  after  he  hail  been  condemned 
to  death ;  so  that,  whatever  might  have  been  the  force  and  eftect  of  the  testimony  under 
other  circiunstances,  it  is  impossible  that  the  letter  could  have  been  in  any  way  con- 
sidered by  the  authorities  in  determining  their  action  upon  the  case. 

But  I  am  quit^  pre)>are<l  to  maintain  that  Speakman's  lett4*r,  so  far  from  jimtifying 
the  accusation  against  him,  discloses  a  state  ot  facts  altogether  inconsistent  with  any 
pur]>o8e  of  taking  part,  in  an  expeilition  against  Cuba.  Your  excellencj'  cites  the  dec- 
laration of  Speakman  that  "  he  had  been  captured  by  the  Spaniards  ^'  as  sufficient  to 
remove  all  the  force  of  the  exculpation  claimed  hi  his  behalf  on  the  ground  that  he  had 
been  forcibly  landed  in  Cuba,  and  had  voluntarily  given  himself  up  to  the  authorities. 
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I  must  obw'rve  that  the  aottial  declaration  of  Speukmau,  as  contained  in  the  copy  of 
his  letter  sent  to  me  with  your  excellency's  note,  dift'ers  materially  from  the  wordw  at- 
tributed to  him,  as  the  foundation  of  this  argument.  Speakman  'says :  "  I  have  been 
captured  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  Island  of  Cuba,  ivhcre  the  vettsel  icent  in,  instead  of 
going  to  Falmouth,  Jamaica,  where  I  had  shipped  to  go."  It  thus  appears,  beyond  all 
question,  by  this  accurate  quotation  from  the  very  document  so  mnch  depended  upon 
by  your  excellency^  that  this  unfortunate  sailor  was  innocent  of  any  intent  to  embark 
for  Cuba,  having  expressly  shipped  for  another  destination. 

Your  excellency  proceeds  to  make  further  deductions  from  another  part  of  Speak- 
man's  letter,  in  which  he  says  to  his  wife,  "  I  am  leaving  you  without  a  penny,  but  you 
will  be  able  to  recover  something  by  getting  a  goml  lawyer  to  claim  damages  of  the 
ship-owners.  They  have  taken  u>y  life  and  deprived  you  .of  my  support,  and  tliey  ought 
to  aid  y^ou.  There  will  be  a  statement  here  which  will  go  on  to  the  government,  and, 
by  what  I  hare  been  told,  you  will  be  able  to  see  a  contract  between  them  and  the  Cnbaa 
junta  in  New  York,  to  land  these  men  in  Cuba,  and,  if  yon  can  obtain  it,  you  %cUl  recottr 
large  damageM.^*  Before  commenting  on  the  observations  ma^le  by  your  excellency  on 
this  part  of  the  letter,  I  wish  to  invite  attention  to  the  force  with  'which  it  repels  the 
assumption  of  Speakman's  culpability.  It  is  plain  that  all  his  instructions  are  predi- 
cated upon  his  belief  that  having,  as  he  declares,  ship[)ed  to  go  to  Falmouth,  Jamaicft, 
and  having  been  deceived  by  the  supposed  collusion  l»etween  the  owners  of  the  vesnel 
and  the  parties  who  chartered  her,  his  family  will  be  entitled  t-o  recover  damages  for 
the  injury  suffered  from  the  deceit  thus  practiced  ui»on  him.  But  with  what  color  of 
pretense  could  he  have  urged  his  family  to  claim  damages  if,  as  your  excellency  con- 
tends in  justifying  his  execution,  Spea'kman  voluntarily  embarke<l  in  an  expedition 
against  Cuba,  and  landed  on  the  island  in  conformity  with  the  conditions  on  which  he 
shipped  for  the  voyage  ?  How  could  he  declare  that  "  they,"  the  ship-owners,  "  have 
taken  my  life,"  if  he  had  himself  engage<l  in  the  fatal  enterprise  f  But  his  nie-aning  is 
too  plain  to  be  misunderstood ;  he  says,  "  by  what  I  have  been  told  you  will  be  able  to 
see  a  contract  between  them,"  the  ship-owners,  "  and  the  Cuban  junta  in  New  York, 
to  land  fAe«€  tnen  in  Cuba."  What  men  ?  Not  the  crew,  of  which  he  formed  part;  not 
the  innocent  passengei*s,  like  Wyeth,  who  was  seeking  a  change  of  climat-e  for  his 
health ;  but  the  party  who  came  aboard  secretly,  after  the  vessel  cleared  from  New 
York,  and  who  subsequently  effected  their  landing  in  Cuba;  and  if  anything  could  add 
to  the  force  of  those  considerations,  it  is  the  ap]>eal  he  makes  in  the  last  words  of  his 
letter,  before  invoking  the  divine  blessing  on  his  family,  t-o  the  testimony  of  William 
Craig,  of  New  York,  one  of  his  shipmates,  for  the  confirmation  of  his  innocence  of  all 
complicity  in  the  real  obiects  of  the  voyage. 

Your  excellency  gravely  suggests  that  the  United  States  government  has  mistaken 
its  remedy  in  demanding  indemnity  from  Spain.  This  point  appears  to  be  serioasly 
nrged,  and  I  shall,  therefore,  treat  it  with  respectful  consideration.  Whatever  maybe 
the  liability  of  the  parties  in  New  York,  in  relation  to  the  voyage  of  the  Grape  Shot— 
whether  it  be  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  a  violation  of  the  neutrality 
laws,  or  to  individuals  for  deceit  practiced  upon  the  crew — ^these  questions  are  com- 
plet-ely  distinct  from  the  responsibility  of  the  Spanish  government  for  acts  committ<ed 
within  its  jurisdiction  by  its  authorized  agents.  Spain  is  none  the  less  bound  to  make 
indemnity  in  this  ca«e  because  there  are  other  wrong-doers  in  the  transaction.  By  the 
action  of  the  authorities  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  now  justified  by  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, the  innocent  shared  the  fate  of  the  guilty.  If  it  be  true  that  the  ship-owners 
and  the  Cuban  junta,  in  New  York,  should  be  lield  responsible  for  offenses  committed 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  it  does  not  follow  that  Spain  may  escape 
her  share  of* responsibility  for  the  unjustifiable  sacrifice  within  her  lines  of  the  un- 
fortunate Speakman — victim  iis  he  was  of  fraud  on  the  one  hand  and  of  outrage  on  the 
other. 

Having  shown,  as  I  trust  plainly,  that  the  testimony  relied  upon  by  your  exoellenfy 
to  prove  the  guilt  of  Speakman  furnishes,  in  truth,  the  most  satisfactory  proof  of  his 
innocence,  I  proceed  to  examine  the  only  additional  consideration  suggested  by  yonr 
excellency  to* establish  his  culpability.  Your  excellency  states  that  it  mrther  appears 
that  Speakman  was  found  armed  with  a  gun  when  ho  came  into  the  hands  of  tlie  Span- 
ish authorities,  and  it  is  argued  that  if  he  had  been  deceived  in  shipping  for  the  voyajre 
or  constrained  to  join  the  insurgents  on  landing,  as  has  been  affirmed,  ^' nothing  obli^ 
him  to  preserve  in  his  hands  the  surest  proof  ot  his  participation  in  the  fight."  To  this 
it  may  be  fairly  replied  that  nothing  was  easier  to  one  who  desired  to  conceal  evidence 
of  guilt  than  to  throw  away  a  gun ;  keeping  his  gun  until  he  surrendere<l  himself  lo 
the  Spanish  authorities,  Speakman  gave  the  surest  pledge  of  his  sincerity,  and  the  most 
convincing  proof  of  the  truth  of  his  representations.  We  are  not  left  to  conjecture  to 
ascertain  how  it  happened  that  Speakman  had  a  gun  in  his  possession.  He  explams 
this  fact  himself  in  liis  examination  before  the  attorney  general  and  the  notary,  which 
took  place  in  the  prison  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  the  day  before  he  was  execnted.  In  the 
course  of  this  proceeding,  the  only  prelude  to  his  sentence  and  execution,  the  following 
question  was  put  to  the  accused  :**  How  is  it  you  say  you  remained  under  arrest,  and 
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had  refused  to  tako  anus,  when  you  hm\  a  ji^nn  wheu  you  ^-ere  captured  V*  To  which 
Speakman  aoHwered  :  *'  The  pin  he  had  when  they  took  him  j>riHoner  waH  the  one  the 
captain  of  the  Hliij>,  Mr.  Weh-h,  hail."  [In  a  note  to  the  oflieial  eopy  of  thiH  document, 
Aiminhed  hy  the  p>venior,  it  api»earH  that  Captain  O'Calla^han,  the  interju'eter,  Htat.ed 
this  was  a  mistake  for  the  **  raptain  of  the  expedition,  (J.  B.  Smith."] 

It  is  a  recojjfuized  ]>rinciph>  of  the  hiw  of  evidence  tliat  a  party  is  lN)und  by  the  testi- 
mony of  the  witness  he  prinlures  ;  another  maxim,  not  h*ss  imi>erative,  re<iuires  that  al 
the  dec]arati<ms  of  a  witness  must  l)e  taken  tojretlier,  for  it  is  not  permitteil  to  a  party 
to  avail  himself  of  so  much  only  tw  benefits  his  case  and  reject  the  remainder.  I  must 
therefore  remind  your  excellency  of  the  testimony  of  Kpeaknuin  in  his  formal  exami- 
nation alrea<ly  menticmeiL  In  this  examination  Speakman  stated  that  '^  he  Bhipi)ed  as 
a  sailor  ;"  "  the  numlier  of  men  disembarked  was  some  five  and  thirty,  more  or  less ;" 
that  he  **  staid  on  shore  be<*auHc^  they  stove  the  Iwiat  they  landed  In  ; "  and  aft^r  a 
quarrel  with  the  captain  "they  put  him  under  arrest  and  he  remaine^l  under  arrest 
seven  or  eight  days  ; "  "  he  saw  two  men,  to  whom  he  jjave  himself  up,  deliverinjf  also  the 
gun  which  he  hiwl."  This  testimony  is  not  contradicted ;  it  is  consistent  with  all  the 
declarations  of  S]ieakmau  himself,  and  is  confii-med  by  the  dyin/aj  declarations  of  Wyeth 
and  others,  who  were  on  ))oard  the  Gra|>e  Shot.  The' American  "and  British  vice-consuls, 
satisfied  of  the  innocence  of  Speakman,  appealed  in  vain  to  the  governor  to  f^'^iit.  a 
respite  of  three  days  to  obtain  from  Falmouth,  Jamaica,  conclusive  testimony  of  the 
innocence  of  the  moused.  Refusing  to  post)>oiie  the  execution  of  the  8«»ntence,  which 
swiftly  foliow€Hi  the  accusation,  and  was  pronounced  without  any  opiM>rtunity  afforded 
tlie  acciwed  to  exculpate  himself,  the  Spanish  authoritit^  have  imiMmtMl  uiwu  themselves 
the  obligation  to  establish  indisputably  the  giiilt  of  Speakman,  at  once  tneir  victim  and 
their  witness,  and  failing  in  this,  his  blocNl  is  ujion  their  heads.  No  judicial  tribunal  in 
the  worUl  could  i>ronounce  a  sent-ence  of  death  on  the  meager  testinM>ny  pnMluced 
against  this  man. 

The  enlightened  statesmen  who  now  administer  the  government  of  Spain  have  them- 
selves denounced  the  summary  and  sanguinary  code  which  consigns  to  instant  death  a 
prisoner  of  war  taken  ^ith  arms  in  his  hands.  Regarded  with  the  most  lenient  dis- 
position toward  the  Spanish  authorities,  the  case  presents  no  feature  of  mitigation 
to  screen  them  from  denunciation.  Concede  all  that  is  allegetl  against  Speakman,  and 
he  was  a  prisoner  of  war  put  to  death  by  his  captors  in  obedience  to  a  decree  of  the 
Captain  General, 'against  which  the  United  States  government  hail  not  alone  remon- 
strated as  contrary  to  the  usages  of  nations;  a  brief  rej*pite  of  the  sentence  wae  refused 
to  the  consul  of  the  United  States;  the  same  ap])ealfrom  the  British  consul,  made  in 
the  name  of  humanity,  was  impelled;  no  mercy  was  accorded  in  consideration  of  a'vol- 
untary  surrender;  instantly  shot  in  cold  blooil,  the  mutilated  remaius  of  this  sacrifice 
to  a  code  of  war  not  recogiiizeil  by  any  civilized  nation  were  refused  a  decent  burial. 
In  conclusion,  dismissing  from  the  discussion  all  that  is  irrelevant,  it  is  enough  to 
recapitulate  the  facts  as  they  are  derived  from  official  8ourc<»s.  The  United  States  con- 
sul at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  in  a  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  June  1H,1869,  imme- 
diately after  the  occurrence,  reports  the  whole  transaction  fully  and  circumstantially ; 
and  on  this  testimony  I  rest  the  case  presenteil  on  the  part  of  the  Uiiit4?d  States  to  the 
government  of -Spain.    He  says: 

**  On  Tuesday,  13th,  the  English  vice-consul  sent  me  a  note  stating  that  an  American 
priaoner  had  Just  passed  his  consulat/e  for  the  city  prison,  aud,  in  a  few  minutes,  I  re- 
c«ivcMl  a  dispatch  from  the  governor  notifying  me  of  the  same.  I  innneiliately  called 
upon  this  authority,  who  gave  me  a  pass  to  the  prison,  where  I  could  have  a  public  or 
private  interview  with  the  prisoner.  I  called  the  fiscal  (attorney  general)  and  a  cap- 
tain of  the  volunteers,  who  iwderstood  English  jjerfectly,  and  under  oath  to  me  the 
prisoner  made  this  declaration,  he  bein^  unable  to  write  from  ha\ing  his  arms  so  long 
pinioned  as  to  leave  a  partial  paralysis  of  his  hands,  stated  that  he  was  a  native  of 
Aurora,  Indiana,  being  married,  and  having  a  child  four  years  of  age;  left  New  York 
Harbor  in  the  schooner  Grape  Shot,  signed  the  articles  as  a  sailor  for  Falmouth,  Jamaica, 
in  good  faith,  knowing  nothing  of  the  nature  of  the  voyage  save  its  legitimate  object. 
Ait-er  anchoring  in  the  lower  bay  of  New  York,  waiting  for  a  tug  to  tow  her  out  to 
sea,  "Which  arriveil  at  midnight,  bringing  some  fifty  armed  Cubans  with  a  gooit  supply 
of  munitions  of  war,  objecteil  to  continue  the  voyage  and  desired  to  return  to  the  city 
in  the  tag.  The  captaiu  assure<l  him  that,  although  he  had  taken  the  Cubans,  he  would 
not  risk  his  vessel  to  run  the  Spanish  blockade,  but  woiihl  proceeil  to  Falmouth,  land 
the  men,  and  go  for  a  cargo  of  cocoa-nuts.  Wheu  ofi'  Cape  Mazsi  the  Cubans  took  pos- 
aemnoQ  of  the  vessel,  changeil  her  course,  ran  her  to  land,  aud  discharged. 

*'  He  insisted  upon  continuing  the  voyage,  but,  having  had  simie  difficulty  with  the 
captain,  was  left  on  shore  under  threat  of  shooting  him  it  he  attempted  any  resistance. 
Alter  the  subsequent  engagement,  in  which  he  t4K>k  no  part,  not  being  armtnl,  he  sought 
some  place  of  safety,  and  finding  the  unarme>d  men,  he  gave  himself  up  and  requested  to 
he  sent  to  the  American  consul,  was  bound  and  brought  here,  and,  without  Judge  or 
jury,  sentenced  to  be  shot  on  the  following  morning ;  prot4>sted  against  his  executioners, 
and  declare<l  that  the  vessePs  n^gister  and  mate's  Tog-book  would  prove  his  capacity  on 
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board,  and  other  evidoiK^e  that  he  could  pronire  from  Jamaica  would  giiarant^t*  bin  in- 
nocence. 

"This  declaration  I  read  in  Enj^lish,  and  made  a  verbal  transhitiou  to  the  fiscal,  who 
had  pronounced  the  sentence  of  death  upon  him.  I  immediately  Kent  a  copy  t-o  the 
governor,  being  10  oVlock  p.  m.,  praying  for  a  respite  for  a  few  dayH,  in  order  to  procure 
proofs  from  Jiunaica,  and  reipiested  an  immediate  reply.  I  waited  uearly  all  uight  in 
the  office,  and  rec4»ived  no  rei)ly.  Early  in  the  momingl  visited  him  again,  and  found 
the  prisoner  surrtjuuded  by  the  guanls  formed  for  his  execution.  He  appeared  calm,  and 
aH8ure<l  me  had  no  fear  to  die,  and  again  asNured  me,  as  a  dying  man,  of  his  inno- 
cence, and  only  begge*!  for  a  day  f»r  two  to  furnish  proofs.  At  that  moment  the  Engltah 
vice-consul  kindly  <rame  in  an<l  offered  to  go  with  me  to  the  governor.  We  found  him 
still  in  l>ed,  stated  the  urgency  of  the  case,  and  iiskeil,  in  the  name  of  mercy  and  of 
our  countries,  for  a  respite,  and  assuretl  him  that  the  German  man-of-war  now  lying  in 
port  would  take  the  letter  over.  The  governor  seemed  disposed  to  grant  this  reqnest, 
but  iuforme<l  us  of  his  superior  instructions,  and  in  order  t<»  wash  his  hands  of  the 
blood  (in  our  opinion)  of  an  innwent  man,  had  the  debility  to  infonu  us  of  his  inj]M>- 
teuce  as  th«^  chief  magiHtrate  of  this  city.  *  My  troojis  will  not  obey ;  dissension  pre- 
vails in  the  Jirmy ;  General  Buceta,  commanding  officer  of  the  forc^,  is  a  fugitive  on 
board  of  a  Spanish  man-of-war.  The  Catalans,  a  few  nights  since,  attem])te4l  to  amaa- 
sinat«  him,  under  the  pretence  of  a  serenade.  General  Camara  was  next  selt*ctod,  who, 
hearing  of  the  plot,  secreted  soldiei-s"  in  his  house,  which  fnistrated  their  ])lan.  His 
death  would  have  Ikh^ii  the  signal  tV»r  a  general  uprising  of  the  Catalans,  and  of  sack- 
ing, plunder,  and  massacre  of  Cubans.^ 

*'  binding  all  hopes  gone  we  retired,  and  in  our  exit  met  the  governor's  aide-4lt*-cauip, 
with  whom  we  had  some  conversation.  He  assured  us  that  anarchy  prevaile<l ;  tbe 
mob  rules ;  the  governor  is  impotent,  and  fears  a  count'Cr-re volution. 

"  So  the  man  was  executed,  leaving  a  letter  for  his  wile  and  child,  showing  himself 
to  be  a  man  of  g<KHl  and  fair  education,  proclaiming  his  innocence,  and  instructing  her 
to  sue  the  owners  of  the  vessel  for  damages,  having  left  her  penniless." 

This  evidence,  whicli  is  not  contradict-ed  in  a  material  stateAietit  by  any  teatimony 
which  has  l)een  pnuluceil,  presents  so  jilaiu  a  case  ft>r  indemnity  that  1  trust  the  S|>an- 
ish  government  will  not  fail  to  respond  without  delay  to  the  just  demand  made  in  my 
note  of  the  6th  ultimo,  and  which  is  now  re]»eiit«;d. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my  mcwt 
distinguished  consideration. 

D.  E.  SICKLES. 


Mr,  Fish  to  Mr,  ISlckles, 

No.  30.]  Department  of  State,  . 

Wa^hingt4mj  February  18,  1870. 

You  are  instructed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Spanish  government 
once  more  to  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of  Charles  Speakman  and  of  Al 
bert  Wyeth,  murdered  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  by  order  of  the  Spanish 
authorities. 

The  justice  of  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of  Wyeth  appe^irs  to  be  admitted 
by  Mr.  Silvela  in  the  discussion  with  you.  It  is  therefore  supposed 
that  the  cabinet  at  Madrid  will  not  be  unwilling  to  instruct  Mr.  Roberts 
to  arrange  with  me  the  amount  of  the  reparation  to  be  made  to  the 
family.  You  will  ask  to  have  such  instructions  forwarded  at  an  early 
day,  accompanied  by  authority  to  pay  such  sum  as  may  be  agreed  upon. 

As  to  the  case  of  Speakman's  heirs,  your  note  of  the  30th  of  Cfcto- 
ber,  (which  has  already  been  approved  by  the  department,)  remaining 
unanswered,  it  is  supposed  that  no  further  objection  will  be  made  to 
that  claim,  and  you  will  ask  to  have  it  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner 
with  the  Wyeth  claim. 

You  will  further  say  that  the  President  regrets  that  Spain  withholds 
80  long  the  just  reparation  in  these  csises,  which  was  promised  by  Mr. 
Roberts  in  July  last. 
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Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Sickles. 

No.  3o.J  DEPART3IENT  OF   STATE, 

Washington^  March  9, 1870. 

Referring  to  the  cases  of  Charles  Speakman  and  Albert  Wyeth,  I 
have  to  inclose  for  your  information  a  transcript  of  an  affidavit  which 
was  left  with  me  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Spanish  minister,  of  one  William 
Edward  Welch,  claiming  to  have  been  the  captain  of  the  Grape  Shot, 
the  schooner  on  board  of  which  the  above-named  persons  were  em- 
barked. 

As  the  deponent  is  regarded  as  an  interested  person,  having  an  ob- 
ject in  disproving  the  dying  declarations  of  Speakman  and  Wyeth,  and 
having  himself  been  engaged  in  knowingly  violating  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  the  department  is  not  supposed  to  give  credence  to  his 
statements,  nor  to  modify  the  instructions  heretofore  transmitted  to  you 
upon  the  subject. 

P.  S. — I  deem  it  proper  to  add  that  the  inclosed  affidavit  was  taken 
without  notice  to  this  department,  and  without  an  opportunity  for  any 
one  representing  the  United  States  to  be  present. 


General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  69.]  Madrid,  March  15, 1870.— (Received  March  31.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  which,  in  obedience  to 
your  instructions  No.  30,  of  the  18th  of  February,  I  have  addressed  to 
the  minister  of  state,  demanding  reparation  for  the  murder  of  Charles 
Speakman  and  Albert  Wyeth  by  the  Spanish  authorities  at  Santiago 
de  Cuba. 


Mr.  SivkleH  to  the  Minister  of  State, 

LE<iATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Madrid,  March  9, 1870. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  miniBter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
Stat«0  of  America,  has  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  his  government, 
to  recall  the  attention  of  the  government  of  his  highness  the  Regent  of  Spain  to  the 
claims  of  the  heirs  of  Charles  Speakman  and  of  Albert  Wyeth,  two  citizens  of  the 
Unite<l  States,  shot  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  in  June  last  by  order  of  the  Spanish  authori- 
ties of  that  place. 

And  the  undersigned  is  instructed  td  state  that  the  President  regrets  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  Spain  so  long  withholds  the  just  reparation  in  these  cases  which  was  prom- 
ised by  Mr.  Koberts  in  July  last.  The  justice  of  the  reclamation  made  in  the  case  of 
Wyeth  has  not  been  denied  in  the  discussion  that  has  taken  place  in  Madrid.  In  his 
reply  to  Mr.  Silvela's  note  of  the  11th  of  October  last,  the  undersigned  pointed  to  the 
silence  of  the  minister  of  state  respecting  the  case  of  Wyeth,  and  remarked  that  the 
demand  as  to  him  seemed  to  be  admitted ;  an  assumption  that  has  not  since  been  con- 
troverted. It  is  therefore  supposed  that  the  cabinet  of  Madrid  will  not  be  imwilUng 
to  instruct  the  Spanish  minister  at  Washington  to  arrange  with  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States  the  amount  of  the  indemnity  to  be  paid  to  the  family  of  the 
deceaeed,  and  the  undersigped  has  to  request  that  such  instructions  may  be  forwarded 
at  an  earlv  day,  accompanied  by  authority  to  pay  such  sum  as  may  be  agreed  upon. 

The  andersigned  is  informed  unofficially,  from  a  disinterested  source  entitled  to  per- 
fect respect,  that  young  Wyeth  was  a  most  worthy  person^  and  the  main  suppoit  of 

^ed  parents,  one  of  whom,  his  father,  is  blind.    Of  industrious  and  frugal  haoits  and 


aged  parents,  one  oi  wnom,  nis  latner,  is  Dunu.  ui  maustnons  ana  irugai  naoits  ana 
blameless  life,  impaired  in  health  by  excessive  application  to  a  laborious  pursuit,  he 
sought  relaxation  and  strength  in  the  innocent  voyage  which  had  for  him  so  fatsil  a 
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Aud  the  iiiidei-Hijjned  ia  also  iustnu'tcd  t4j  iwk  that  the  same  dLs))08itioii  l>e  made  of 
the  case  of  Speakuian.  The  reply  of  the  iindersijrned  to  the  not«  of  Mr.  Silvela  in 
that  case,  winch  ha«  been  ai)i)roved  by  the  President,  having  reniaine4l  unanswenni 
more  than  four  months,  it  is  ])ivsumed  that  no  further  objection  will  be  offered  t4)  that 
demand. 

Aside  from  the  manifest  injustice  of  any  further  delay  in  making  such  atonement  an 
can  be  made  in  money  for  the  irreparable  loss  suffered  by  the  families  of  the,se  victiniji 
of  a  cruel  vengeance  and  a  w^eak  official,  there  is  danger  that  such  outrages  may  W 
rei)eated  unless  the  Spanish  government  hasten  to  mark  their  sense  of  the  great  wnm^ 
done  to  a  friendly  nation  in  the  slaughter  of  its  unoffending  citizens.  Nor  can  the  ud- 
deraigned  represent  too  strongly  the  impression  that  will  l>e  left  on  the  government 
and  people  of  the  Uniteil  States,  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  government  of  his  highuf^ 
the  Regent  reuuiin  inditt'erent  or  approving  spectators  of  <Times  for  which  no  justili- 
cation  has  lM»en  fouiul  in  any  code  ot  war. 

The  undersigned  improves  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of 
state  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

D.  E.  SICKLES. 


General  SicJclea  to  Mr,  Finh. 
[Telegram.] 

Madrid,  March  :i5,  1875. — (Received  March  26.) 
To  Fish,  State  Department : 

Minister  of  state,  in  reply  to  my  note  of  Oth  instant,  refuses  iudeui- 
nity  in  Speakinan  cuse.  As  to  AVyetb,  minister  says  Captain  General 
will  be  ordered  to  report  extractt  given  from  letter  of  Mr.  Roberts,  dated 
August  12,  denying  any  promise  of  indemnity  in  these  cases. 

SICKLES. 


General  Sidcles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  78.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madndy  March  27,  1870.— (Received  April  13.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  inclosed  herewith  a  translation  of  the 
reply  of  the  minister  of  state  to  my  note  dated  9th  instant,  renewing 
the  demand  for  indemnity  in  the  cases  of  Charles  Speakman  and  Albert 
Wyeth. 

You  will  observe  the  frivolous  pleas  now  set  up  to  avoid  the  implied 
admission  of  the  justice  of  the  claim  in  behalf  of  Wyeth.  In  my  dis- 
patch No.  17,  of  the  14th  of  September  last,  I  informed  you  of  the  as- 
surance given  me  by  Mr.  Becerra,  then  minister  of  state  ad  interim^ 
that  a  report  from  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  had  been  called  for  in 
relation  to  both  cases ;  that  if  the  facts  were  as  alleged  full  reparation 
would  be  made,  and  that  orders  had  been  given  to  prevent  such  acts  of 
cruelty  in  the  future  conduct  of  the  war. 

It  appears  from  Mr.  Sagasta's  communication  of  the  2dd  instant  that 
nothing  ha«  been  received  from  the  Captain  General  in  regard  to 
Wyeth's  case,  and  that  a  report  is  now  to  be  ordered. 


Mr.  Sagasta  to  Mr,  Sickles. 

[TranaUtioD.J 

Dkpartmknt  or  State, 

Madrid,  March  23, 187t). 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  exceUeucv's  note,  dated  the  9th  instant,  i» 
which,  under  instructions  from  the  government  of  the  United  Stat<efl,  you  take  i 
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sion  to  agaiu  call  the  attention  of  the  goveruineiit  of  his  hij^huess  the  regent  of  the 
kingdom,  to  the  leclaniation  in  the  ca«e  of  Charle»i  Speakman  and  Albert  Wyeth,  ahot 
in  Santiago  de  Cuba  in  June  la«t. 

The  brief  time  that  has  elapsed  since  I  have  had  the  honor  to  occupy  the  ministry  of 
state,  as  well  as  the  wish  to  attentively  examine  the  record  to  which  your  excellency's 
note  refers,  have  prevented  me  from  sooner  taking  it  up,  and  also  answeiing  that 
which  you  were  pleasecl  to  address  to  my  worthy  predecessor,  Mr.  Silvela,  on  the  30th 
of  October  last,  in  response  to  that  gentleman's  dispatch  of  the  11th  of  the  same  month. 
In  doing  so  to-day,  I  deem  it  necessary  before  all,  to  rectify  a  point  and  an  opinion,  the 
one  mistakenly  set  up,  and  the  second  founded  u]^on  incorrect  information. 

Your  excellency  regrets  in  the  beginning  of  your  note  that  the  government  so  long 
delays  the  just  reparation  promised  in  July  last  by  Mr.  Roberts,  with  respect  to  the 
occurrence  in  question,  and  I  in  my  turn  have  to  make  known  to  your  excellency  that 
the  representative  of  Spain  in  Washington,  anticipating  the  erroneous  interpretation 
which  might  be  giveif  to  his  words,  writes  to  this  department  under  date  of  August 
12,  as  follows : 

"  I  have  heard  that  in  a  communication  of  the  Secretarj-  of  State,  allusion  is  made 
to  an  interview  which  was  held  with  that  gentleman  to  treat  of  this  affair,  stating  the 
assurance  given  by  me,  that  I  would  inform  myself  about  the  matter,  and  that  the 
Spanish  government  would  duly  compensate  the  family  of  Mr.  Speakman.  I  believe 
it  unnecessary,"  adds  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts,  **  to  say  to  your  excellency  on  this  point  that 
I  have  not  given,  nor  could  have  given,  any  such  assurance.  Having  heanl  the  official 
letter  of  Mr.  Phillips,  (American  consul  in  Santiago  de  Cuba,)  which  was  read  to  me 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  without  other  data  at  hand,  I  confined  myself  to  stating, 
in  general  terms,  that  the  case  should  be  investigated,  and  that,  in  the  supposition  that 
Speakman  should  prove  to  have  been  an  innocent  victim,  the  Spanish  government 
would  not  omit  to  take  account  of  it  for  the  reparation  which  should  be  just  and  suit- 
able." 

As  your  excellency  sees,  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Sjiain,  before  a  promise  could 
be  appealed  to,  which  was  erroneously  attributed  to  him,  and  which  he  had  no  au- 
thority to  make  without  previous  consultation  with  the  government  of  his  highness, 
establishes  the  exactness  of  the  facts,  giving  to  his  wonls  the  interpretation  most  con- 
formable with  the  character  and  nature  of  official  action. 

Further,  your  excellency  deduces  that  as  the  Spanish  government  has  not  refuted 
the  observation  made  on  the  silence  of  Mr.  Silvela,  respecting  the  case  of  Albert  Wyeth, 
it  therefore  appears  to  have  admitted  the  demand  with  regard  to  the  latter.  I  have  t«» 
remark  to  this  proposition  that  the  principle  that  gives  ground  for  your  excellency's 
inference  cannot  in  good  logic  be  accepted  as  a  tacit  consent  in  treating  of  a  case' of 
such  importance.  This  silence  has,  moreover,  a  very  simi)le  explanation,  to  which  I 
must  call  attention.  The  efforts  actively  made  in  favor  of  the  unfortunate  Speakman, 
from  the  moment  that  the  American  vice-consul  was  informed  of  his  capture,  the  stejis 
he  took,  and  his  action  in  union  with  the  English  consul  toward  all  the  authorities  of 
Siintiago  de  Cuba  up  to  the  moment  of  execution,  and  those  measures  which  have 
since  followed  to  protest  against  his  unfortunate  end,  form  a  noticeable  contrast  to  the 
conduct  shown  with  regard  to  Albert  Wyeth,  although  the  latter  was  executed  several 
<lays  later.  It  is  true  tliat  his  name  is  associated  with  that  of  Speakman  in  the  de- 
mand for  indemnity  for  the  respective  families,  but  lieyond  this  it  remains  isolated,  and 
is  left  out  altogether,  while  allegations  and  arguments  are  made  in  favor  of  the  excul- 
pation of  Speakman.  In  the  notes  from  your  legation,  and  in  the  remarks  made  in 
unswer  to  those  of  this  department  in  this  particular,  your  excellency  will  find  the 
proof  of  this  strange  circumstance. 

Consenuently  the  Spanish  government  might  easily  deduce  from  this  singular  oniiH- 
«ion  witn  resi>ect  to  Albert  Wyeth  a  conclusion  equal  or  similar  to  that  which  your 
excellency  is  pleased  to  infer  from  the  silence  of  my  honorable  i)redecessor  in  tliis  de- 
partment; but  this  is  not,  nor  could  have  been,  the  intention  of  the  government  of  his 
highness.  The  real  explanation  is,  that  until  now  neither  the  authorities  of  Cuba 
nor,  for  its  part,  the  government  of  the  United  States,  have  submitted  sufficient  evi- 
dence in  the  case  of  the  unfortunate  companion  of  Speakman  to  judge  it  imiiartially 
and  attentively  as  it  deser\^es. 

Passing  now  to  the  principal  object  of  your  excellency's  note,  (that  is  to  say,  to  the 
case  of  Charles  Speaknuin,)  it  would  be  difficult  to  express  the  regret  I  feel  on  seeing 
that  the  wise  and  rational  communication  of  Mr.  Silvela  has  not  succeeded  in  carry- 
ing conviction  to  your  excellency's  mind.  This  regret  is  for  me  increased  by  the  con- 
viction I  have  acquired  that  I  cannot  regard  this  matter  in  any  other  light  after  having 
examined  the  record  and  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  even  while  taking  into  ac- 
count, as  I  have  carefullj'  done,  the  statements  contained  in  the  note  of  your  legation 
of  the  30th  of  October  last.  To  the  Spanish  government  the  culpability  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Speakman  is  proved  in  a  patent  manner,  and  as  it  would  have  resulted  from 
the  most  prolix  and  minute  investigation.  No  other  way  can  be  conceived  of  where 
one  who  believed  himself  to  be  the  victim  of  a  judicial  ern»r,  of  an  act  of  violence,  or 
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of  arbitrary  haste,  but  a  few  momontH  before  yielding  up  liis  life,  should  not  have  had 
a  single  word  of  indignation,  nor  an  expression  to  protest  in  his  last  letter  against 
those  who,  in  case  of  his  not  being  guilty,  were  unjustly  leading  him  to  executiou. 
Neither  is  it  comprehended  why,  in  indicating  ttihis  unhappy  wife  the  means  of  obtaining 
some  pecuniary  reparation,  he  did  not  direct  her  to  the  Spanish  government,  which 
should  have  been  held  the  sole  responsible  cause  of  his  death — ^the  real  party  bound  t<i 
make  reparation.  Far  from  this,  the  unhappy  dying  man  set  his  family  on  a  road  lead- 
ing in  the  opposite  direction  :  to  New  York,  where  were  those  who,  in  concert  with  the 
Cuban  junta,  in  manifest  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality,  and  offending  against  thi- 
gjoverument  of  the  United  States,  had  taken  his  life  and  deprived  his  wife  and  child  of 
the  only  support  they  had.  How,  therefore,  can  any  one  challenge  the  testimony  of 
the  victim,  when  he  so  explicitly  designates  what  he  considers  the  cause  of  his  misfor- 
tunes T 

The  refusal  of  the  authorities  of  Ciiba  to  postpone  the  execution  for  the  time  neces- 
sary to  obtain  and  present  proofs  of  the  innocence  of  Charles  Sjieakman  has  becu 
characterized  as  cruel  and  precipitate,  and  to  this  proposition  I  ask  your  excellency  to 

Sermit  me  to  make  a  simple  observation  :  How  is  it  that,  aft«r  several  months,  that 
as  not  been  accomplished  which,  according  to  the  American  consul,  would  have  been 
a  matter  of  a  few  days  ?  Why  have  these  data,  which  are  said  to  be  unimpeachable, 
not  been  brought  forward  in  support  of  the  reclamation  and  ad  proofs  of  the  error  com- 
mitted by  the  authorities  of  Cuba  in  condemning  an  innocent  man  f  Would  it  not  be 
more  suitable  to  join  the  question  to  the  consideration  of  the  documents  which  affirm  • 
the  guiltlessness  of  Speakman  than  to  submit  it  to  a  discussion  dependent  upon  indica- 
tions, inductions,  and  infinite  reasonings  f  Nor  is  it  said  that,  the  execution  of  the 
unfortunate  man  once  consummated,  it  was  now  useless  to  advance  the  necessary 
proofs  to  obtain  his  pardon,  although  on  them  alone  can  bo  to-day  legally  groonderl 
the  pecuniary  indenmifiation  solicited  for  his  family  against  the  injustice  or  the  mis^- 
take  which  may  have  counseled  his  sentence. 

For  these  reasons,  and  insisting  for  their  effect  on  those  set  forth  by  Mr.  Silvela  in  his 
note  of  the  11th  of  October  last,  I  am  compelled  to  state  to  your  excellency  that,  whilf 
not  weakening  with  new  proofs  the  reasons  which  forced  the  authorities  of  Cuba  to 
regard  Charles  Speakman  as  a  felon,  convicted  of  having  taken  up  arms  against  the 
peace  and  integrity  of  the  Spanish  territory,  the  government  of  his  highness,  painful 
as  its  decision  may  be,  cannot  accede  to  the  demands  of  the  goverment  of  the  Unite<l 
States.  In  so  much  of  the  case  lis  relates  to  Albert  Wyeth,  proi)er  oitlers  will  be  sent 
to  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  to  forward,  with  all  possible  promptness,  the  testimony 
and  data  concerning  it,  and  oh  soon  as  they  arc  received  by  tins  department  I  shall 
have  the  honor  to  make  ihem  known  to  your' excellency. 

It  only  remains  for  me,  minister,  in  taking  up  the  last  paragraph  of  your  note,  to 
stat-e  to  your  excellency  that  the  Spanish  government  holds  too  elevated  an  idea  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  great  qualities  of  wisdom  and  nobleuesK 
which  distinguish  the  North  American  people,  to  believe  for  one  instsmt  that  either  ont- 
or  the  other  will  obey  the  impressions  of  tlie  moment  and  suiipose  (even  hypothet- 
ically)  the  Spanish  government  capable  in  any  case  of  being  the  indiflerent  spectator 
of  crimes,  and  much  less  of  giving  them  its  approbation.  Such  a  jmlgment  wonld  l>e. 
moreover,  a  gratnitou>»  injustice  on  the  part  of  a  friendly  nation  which  has  had  w- 
casion  in  its  relations  with  Spain  to  recognize  the  rectitude  and  goo<l  faith  with  which 
it  has  ever  acted. 

I  improve  this  occasion  to  rt»iterate  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  iuo*t 
distinguished  consideration. 


3fr.  Fhh  to  Mr.  Siclcles. 

Ko.  44.]  Department  of  State, 

^Va8hi1tgtony  April  18, 1^70. 
I  have  received  your  dispatches  Nos.  77  and  78,  the  latter  inclosing  a 
translation  of  a  note  from  the  minister  of  state  concerning  the  cases  of 
Speakman  and  Wyeth.  In  my  instruction  No.  35,  referring  to  these 
ciKCs,  and  inclosing  for  your  information  a  copy  of  an  affidavit  of  one 
William  Edward  Welch,  claiming  to  have  been  the  captain  of  the 
Orape  Shot,  I  stated  that  the  department  was  not  disposed  to  modify  the 
instructions  already  given  to  you  upon  the  subject,  and  I  repeat  the 
statement  now. 
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Mr.  Roberts  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Legation  of  Spain, 
Washingtonj  June  1, 1870. — (Received  June  2.) 

The  undeTsiffned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  Spain,  has  the  honor  to  call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States  to  the  annexed  declaration,  (affidavit,  one 
of  the  originals  of  which  is  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State,)  made  by 
the  captain  of  the  American  schooner  6)  ape  Shot,  which,  during  the 
months  of  April  and  May  of  last  year,  conveyed  a  piratical  expedition 
from  the  port  of  New  York  and  that  of  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  to  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  in  contravention  of  the  laws  and  statutes  of  the  United 
State,  as  well  as  of  the  law  of  nations. 

This  document  is  of  the  hig:hest  importance,  not  only  because  from  it 
arise  grave  charges  against  high  officers  of  the  federal  government  at 
Beaufort,  who,  having  knowledge  of  the  destination  and  illegal  charac- 
ter of  the  expedition,  permitted  its  departure,  when  they  had  an  abun- 
dance of  time  and  means  to  detain  it,  but  because  it  destroys,  as  mani- 
festly untrue,  the  testimony  given  and  the  exertions  made  before  the 
vice-consul  of  the  United  States  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  in  Juue,  1869,  by 
the  individuals  named  Speakmau  and  Wyeth,  who  belonged  to  the 
exi)edition,  in  saying  that  they  had  not  voluntarily  taken  part  therein, 
and  that  they  had  not  landed  in  Cuba  with  the  intention  of  joining  the 
bandits  who,  in  the  eastern  department,  were  seeking  to  resist  the 
legitimate  authority  of  Spain,  and  to  assassinate  its  agents  and  legiti- 
mately appointed  delegates. 

In  view  of  this  declaration  it  is  further  proved  in  a  (;lear  and  precise 
manner  that  Speakman  and  Wyeth  had  knowledge  of  the  true  object 
of  the  expedition,  and  that  if  they  had  really  intended  to  abandon  it 
they  would  not  have  lacked  opportunities  of  doing  so,  not  only  at  Beau- 
fort but  also  at  Turk's  Island,  where  they  were  in  presence  of  the  United 
States  consul,  Mr.  Mungen,  which  functionary  forgot  the  duties  imposed 
upon  him  by  his  official  position  toward  a  friendly  nation  so  far  as  to 
applaud  and  even  to  encourage  those  who,  having  recently  violated 
and  infringed  the  laws  of  their  own  country,  were  preparing  for  a  similar 
course  with  respect  to  those  of  Spain. 

The  owners  of  the  schooner,  who  furnished  the  means  to  carry  out 
the  filibustering  enterprise  in  question,  reside  in  New  York,  and  are 
within  the  judicial  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  considera- 
tion. 

MAUKICIO  LOPEZ  ROBERTS. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

m 


i.*iTY  AND  County  of  New  York,  as: 

William  Edward  Welch,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : 

1.  That  he  was  captain  of  the  schooner  Grape  Shot  <»n  her  voyage  from  Beaufort, 
North  Carolina,  to  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  Falmouth,  in  the  early  part  of  the  month  of 
May,  1869. 

2.  That  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1869,  this  deponent  was  employed  by  one  George 
Heydecker,  doing  bneiness  at  No.  144  Pearl  street,  in  the  city  or  New  York,  and  Otto 
grhloemer,  doing  business  at  No.  71  Pine  street,  in  said  city,  to  take  charge  of  the 
A<;liooner  Grape  Shot,  then  represented  by  them  to  be  lying  in  the  port  of  Beaufoit, 
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North  Carolina,  and  which  had  cU'arcd  from  the  port  of  New  York  a  few  day«  previouhly 
for  Falmouth,  Jamaica ;  that  thereupon  thih  deponent  proceeded  forthwith  to  Beaufort 
aforesaid,  found  the  schooner  lyinj;  there,  and  took  cliarge  of  lier  us  captain  ou  the  4t}i 
day  of  May,  1869. 

'X  That  the  aforesaid  schooner  was  of  about  fifty-three  tons  bunlen,  new  measuro- 
ment,  and  was  represented  to  bo  owned  by  the  aforesaid  Heydeckcr,  Schloemer,  and 
one  Henry  Wall,  doing  business  as  engineer  at  No.  249  Pearl  street,  in  the  said  city  of 
New  York ;  that  this  deponent  found  on  board  as  oflBcers  and  crew  a  mate  and  two 
seamen,  named  Charles  Spcakman  and  a  German  called  Bill,  and  as  passengers,  a  niini- 
lx»r  of  jKa-sons,  chiefly  Cubans,  whose  names  ai"e  ai>pended  hereto;  that  among  tlw 
paswMigei-8  was  one  Albert.  Wyeth. 

4.  That  this  deponent,  soon  after  his  arrival,  ascertained  that  the  ])assengers  werf^  a 
military  expediticm  for  the  island  of  Cuba,  of  whom  Antonio  Jimenez  wjis  chief,  and 
that  he',  the  said  Jimenez,  would  indicate  the  jdace  on  the  island  of  Cuba  at  which  the 
schooner  was  to  land  passengers  and  cargo. 

5.  That  after  the  arrival  of  this  deponent  at  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  and  takin^; 
charge  of  tlie  schtxiner  aforesaid,  as  captain,  the  said  schooner  remained  in  said  port 
up  to  the  17th  day  of  that  month ;  that  during  all  this  time  not  only  the  patisenuers 
but  the  two  sailors,  Si>eakniau  and  Bill,  were  pennitted  to  go  ashore,  and  did  go  aslior*- 
frequently,  aiul  jis  often  as  they  pleased,  and  while  lying  at  Beaufort  as  aforewiid  thin 
deponent  had  frequent  conversations  with  Albert  Wyeth,  who  <listinctly  informed  thiw 
dei)onent  that  he  had  started  from  New  York  with  the  exi>edition,  with  the  intention  of 
landing  with  it  on  the  island  of  Cuba;  that  he,  the  said  Wyeth,  had  boardwl  or  hvi-d 
in  New  York  for  some  time  with  the  said  Jimenez,  and  knew  him  well. 

6.  That  on  leaving  Beaufort  tlic  schooner  aforesaid  i>roceeded  to  Turk's  Island,  in  th«' 
Bahamas,  coming  to  anchor  in  that  port  on  the  27th  day  of  May ;  that  the  American 
consul,  Oliver  Mungen,  came  ou  board ;  that  wliilo  on  l)oard  the  i»asseugers  hiMl  a 
demonstration  in  favor  of  Cuban  independence,  at  which  speeches  were  made  by  a 
number  of  pei-sons,  and  among  others  by  the  aforesaid  consul  and  bv  the  aforesaid 
Albert.  Wyeth. 

7.  That  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  May  the  aforesaid  schooner  departed  frtwii 
Turk's  Island,  and  made  land  at  or  near  Guantanamo,  on  the  extreme  sontheastem  por- 
tion of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  on  the  night  of  the  30th  of  said  month  of  May,  and  strait- 
wav  began  to  land  the  cargo  and  passeugei-s ;  that  said  cargo  consisted  cliiefly  of  amw 
and  anHnuniti<m. 

8.  That  during  all  tlie  jjassage  from  Beaufort  to  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  when  tlie 
landing  began  this  deponent  understood,  from  the  aforesaid  Speaknnm  and  Wyeth, 
that  they  intended  to  land  with  the  expedition  at  the  Island  of  Cuba  ;  that  the  Siiid 
schooner  was  lying  about  two  hundred  yarcb*  from  the  beach,  which  nuule  it  neccjwan 
to  tow  the  cargo  ashore  in  small  boats ;  that  this  deponent,  on  the  evening  of  tht- 
30th  day  of  May  aforesaid,  overheard  Speakman,  in  conversation  with  Jimenez  and 
othei-8  of  the  expedition,  suggest  that  the  quickest  way  to  land  the  cargo  and  for  thnu 
to  get  ashore  would  be  to  ship  the  anchor,  run  up  the  jib,  and  beach  the  schoouer; 
tlmt  this  deponent,  alarmed  thereat,  not  only  for  the  safety  of  the  schooner,  but  for 
hmiself,  and,  judging  the  said  Speakman  to  be  the  leader  of  the  plan,  made  an  assanir 
upcm  him  to  prevent  him  from  carrying  it  into  execution ;  that  the  night  of  th*- 
30tli  and  all  the  next  day  were  occui»ied  in  glutting  ashore  the  cargo  and  passeugeTs, 
4Uid  the  schooner  sailed  tlierefi-om  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  day  of  June,  1869,  for  Fal- 
mouth, Jamaica,  where  she  amved  June  3,  1869,  and  was  seized  by  the  c!istom-hon«*- 
authorities  of  that  island  for  having  on  board  a  small  portion  of  the  cargo  of  anns  and 
ammunition  which  she  was  unable  to  land  on  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

9.  Tliat  this  deponent  did  not  go  ashore  ou  the  island  of  Cuba  at  all  whil«*  thi- 
schooner  was  Ijing  there,  as  the  aforestiid  Speakman  falsely  swears  in  his  pretendnl 
declaration,  under  oath,  of  June  17, 1869;  but  that  the  aforesaid  Speakman  and  Wyeth 
did  go  ashore  with  the  expedition,  imd  did  throughout  act  as  a  part  of  the  expe<litiou. 

lOi  That  the  declaration  in  the  pretended  affidavit  of  Charles  Speakman  before  Act- 
ing Consul  Phillips,  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  dated  June  17,  1869,  that  he  was  comiielltil 
by  this  deponent  to  assist  in  landing  the  cargo,  ilfctterly  false  ;  also  the  declaration 
in  the  said  affidavit  that  "  when  the  captain  went  on  board  ho  refused  to  take  nv 
(Speakman)  nnder  threat  of  shooting  if  I  stepped  into  the  boat.'' 

11.  That  if  the  statement  pretended  to  have  been  made  by  All>ert  Wyeth  to  ih' 
aforesaid  Consul  Phillips,  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  25, 1879,^  in  these  words :"  *'  I  >va* 
forced  to  land  with  the  rest  on  the  Island  of  Cuba,  under  fear  of  death,"  refers  to  an> 
force  or  authority  exercised  by  this  deponent  over  the  said  Wyeth,  it  is  utterly  faN- 
On  the  contrary, "the, aforesaid  W^vetli  could,  if  he  had  seen  fit,  have  contiiined  in  thv 
Grape  Shot  on  her  voyage  to  Falmouth,  but  he  indicated  to  this  deponent  no  pntixr-' 
or  wish  to  remain  on  board  the  schooner,  and  appeared  to  act  of  his  own  free  will  and 
accord  in  going  ashore  with  the  expedition. 

12.  Tliat  so  much  of  the  pnri>prted  declaration  of  Albert  Wyeth,  dated  June  20,  l'**^*. 
at  Santiago  dc  Cuba,  to  the  af<»resaid  Con*!iul  Phillips,  as  states  that  Charies  Si>eakma!i. 
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to  tlio  knowledge  of  the  aforesaid  Wyetb,  was  compelled  to  leave  the  vessel  when  it 
reached  the  island,  by  the  captain,  with  whom  he  had  difficulty,  under  penalty  of 
death  if  he  remained  on  hoard,  and  was  of  his  ow^n  accord  in  no  way  connected  with 
the  exxiedition,  is  utterly  false  in  so  far  as  it  states  that  the  said  Speakman  **  was  of 
his  own  accord  in  no  way  connected  with  the  expedition.''  This  deponent  did  have  a 
difficulty  with  said  Speakman,  as  before  stated,  arising  out  of  a  couHpiracy  by  said 
Speakman,  detected  by  this  deponent,  to  l)each  the  schooner  for  the  purpose  ot  assisting 
the  expedition  in  landing  its  arms  and  munitions  of  war.  If  the  schooner  had  be^^n 
beached  as  Speakman  had  proposed  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  get  her  off  and 
for  the  aforesaid  Si)eakman  to  leave  in  her  for  any  place. 

13.  That  this  deponent  has  no  i>ersonal  knowledge  of  what  happened  on  board  said 
Kcibooner  or  in  re8i>ect  to  her  during  her  voyage  from  Hunter's  Point  to  Beaufort,  North 
Carolina,  and  therefore  cannot  say  whether  tlie  aforesaid  Speakman  requested  to  be 
sent  back  to  New  York  when  the  Cuban  passengers  came  aboanl ;  but  this  d(^i)onent 
dues  aver  that  while  lying  at  Beaufort,  there  was  no  possible  difficulty  in  the  aforesaid 
•Speakman  leaving  the  schooner  and  the  expedition  if  he  had  desired  to  do  so ;  that 
while  the  schooner  was  lying  at  Turk's  Island  the  American  consul  was  on  board,  and 
there  would  have  been  no  difficulty  in  his  representing  the  facts  to  the  said  consul  and 
obtain  a  release  from  the  schooner  at  that  port  if  he  had  desired  to  do  so. 

14.  That  while  the  schooner  was  lying  in  the  port,  of  Beaufort  the  st^nvard  on  board, 
:i  white  man,  protested  that  he  did  not  wish  to  continue  on  such  an  expedition  to  Cuba, 
and  would  like  to  leave  at  that  point,  whereupon  a  subscription  was  raised  by  the  pas- 
sengers and  he  left  the  schooner  at  lieaufort  aforesaid.  All  of  which  shows  that  no 
restraint  was  put  upon  any  x)erson  desiring  to  abandon  the  expedition. 

15.  That  while  the  aforesaid  schooner  was  lying  at  the  port  of  Beaufort,  several  of 
the  expeilition,  and  among  others  Eugene  Cnstner,  of  New  York,  who  represented  him- 
M»lf  to  have  been  a  telegraphic  operator,  and  was  a  friend  of  the  aforesaid  Wyeth,  left 
the  schooner  for  New  York. 

16.  That  this  deinnient  is  infoniied  and  believes  that  the  aforesaid  schooner  was 
<liartered  by  her  ownei*s,  the  aforesaid  Wall,  Heydecker  &  Schloemer,  to  the  aforesaid 
Jimenez,  the  leader  of  the  expedition,  to  tnuisport  the  latter  to  the  Island  of  Cuba ; 
that  after  the  schooner  was  seized  at  Falmouth,  an  agent  of  the  Cuban  Porto  Rico 
central  junta,  established  at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  aiTived  at  Falmouth  aforesaid,  and 
from  him  the  deponent  borrowed  a  sum  of  nion(\v  to  procure  his  passage  to  Kingston 
aforesaid,  at  which  latter  place  he  procured  from  the  said  junta  tlie  sum  of  $100  50  in 
gold  to  j)ay  his  passage  to  New  York  City ;  that  on  aiTiving  at  New  York  this  depo- 
nent had  a  difficulty  with  the  owners  of  the  schooner  in  relation  to  compensation  for 
his  services  as  agi-eed  upon,  and  in  the  end  the  Cuban  junta,  of  New  York,  reserved  a 
sum  of  money  due  to  the  aforesaid  owners,  which  was  given  to  this  deponent,  out  of 
which  he  repaid  the  sum  so  borrowed  of  the  junta  in  Kingstoti. 

17.  That  while  the  schooner  was  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Beaufort,  North  Carolina, 
aforesaid,  the  character,  purposes,  and  objects  of  the  expedition  iK'came  well  known  in 
that  place,  and  the  captain  of  the  revenue  cutter  and  collector  of  said  port  of  Beaufort 
luul  also  knowledge  of  the  same,  as  this  deponent  knows  by  conversation  with  each. 

W.  T,  WELCH. 

PerM)nally  api>eared  iH'fore  me,  .Joseph  Gutnian,  jr.,  a  eommissioiier  api)oiuted  by  the 
circuit  court  of  the  southern  district  of  New  York  to  take  affidavits,  W^illiani  Edward 
Welch,  to  me  personally  known,  and  made  oath  that  the  aliove  deposition,  by  him 
signed,  was  voluntarily  made  and  is  correct  and  true  in  every  piTticular. 

JOSEPH  GUTMAN,  Ju., 
Cnited  Stafeft  (^■ommhsiomr  Southern  DiMvict  of  Xew  YorTi. 

Kntii  eonforiMi"*. 

LOPEZ  ROBERTS. 


Xames  of  pernon^f  on  hoard  ''vhoontr  drape  Shot  nferred  to  hi  tin  third  pa  rat/ raph  of  the  affi- 
davit hereunto  aniirjcid. 

I'ablo  A.  Galibat,  general :  Francisco  Lamago,  general;  Frederico  Ban-eras, general; 
VicenUi  Amao,  Gregroni  Rodriguez,  Jose  Pena,  Jose  Dumay,  Teodtira  O'Halloran,  Juan 
Antoiiio,  Casinino  Porbello,  left  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  for  New  York  ;  Eiigene  Cat- 
ner,  left  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  for  New  York,  friend  of  A.  Wyeth ;  Albert  Wyeth, 
Fredrico  Osma,  Carlos  Guifiones,  Guennido  Gomez,  Antonio  PerezJ  Carlos  Diaz,  George 
B.  Smith,  captain;  Jacob  Naher,  major;  C.  Menning,  Joseph  L.Lenies,  Juan  B.  Sarriol, 
Kamoii  Marion,  Ricardo  Servin,  Domingo  Velcz,  Jose  Bueella,  Martin  Hustiz,  Jos^ 
Etein,  Antonio  Jenienez,  chief;  Thomas  Handley,  ex-soldier  from  Fort.  Macon  ;  Charles 
Spoakman,  ex-seaman,  of  schooner  Grape  Shot! 
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No.  2. 

GEORGE  BODEL. 

In  his  ]S"o.  144,  of  June  3,  Mr,  Biddle  incloses  a  copy  of  a  communi- 
catiou,  not  dated,  which  he  received  from  the  Acting  Captain  Gtsneral^ 
written  by  George  Bodel,  who  was  shot  at  Najava,  to  Johannes  Rn- 
dolphie,  in  New  York. 

The  Acting  Captain  General  says,  in  his  note  accompanying  the  same, 
that  he  received  it  from  the  commanding  general  of  Puerto  Principe, 
under  date  of  May  24,  who  states :  "  His  excellency,  commanding  tbe 
army  of  operations  against  Najava,  on  returning  to  this  post,  has  deliv- 
ered to  me  the  letter,  which  I  inclose  to  your  excellency,  which  tbe 
American  citizen,  George  Bodel,  wrote  a  few  moments  before  being  shot 
to  death,  with  the  request  that  it  be  forwarded  to  its  destination." 

On  June  15,  the  department  telegraphed  Mr.  Biddle  to  ascertain  tbe 
full  particulars. 


No.  3. 
SAMUEL  ALEXANDER  COIINER. 

The  United  States  vice-consul  general  at  Havana,  in  his  dispatch, 
No.  130,  of  January  29, 18G9,  reports  that  during  an  attack  made  on  the 
Louvre,  a  public  caf(^,in  Havana,  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  of  January, 
by  Spanish  volunteers,  Mr.  Cohner  was  shot  and  killed  in  a  side  street, 
some  six  hundred  yards  from  the  main  attack.  He  was  a  citizen  of  tbe 
United  States,  a  photographer  by  occupation,  and  believed  to  be  a  resi 
dent  of  New  York. 

On  February  11,  the  department,  in  a  note  to  our  minister  at  Madrid, 
informed  him  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  as  narrated  by  the  vice- 
consul  general,  and  instracted  him  to  inform  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  that  a  thorough  and  impartial  investigation  would  be  expected, 
and  that  if  it  should  appear  that  Mr.  Cohner  was  killed  designedly,  and 
without  justifiable  cause,  due  rei)aration  should  be  made. 


No.  4. 

VICENTE  DAUNI  (OR  DAWNEY.) 

A  citizen  of  the  United  States,  said  to  have  been  shot  in  a  coffee-house 
brawl,  in  Havana,  on  February  2,  1870.  (See  dispatch  No.  47,  of  Feti- 
ruary  5,  1870,  from  Viee-Consul  General  Hall.) 


No.  5. 

JUAN  FRANCISCO  POKTUONDO. 

The  United  States  vice-consul  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  under  date  of 
February  12,  1870,  dispatch  No.  9,  states  that  Portuondo  was  a  natimil- 
ized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  that  his  papers  are  on  file  in  that 
consulate.  He  was  arrested,  with  other  prominent  Cubans,  on  February 
10,  bound  and  conducted  some  twelve  miles  inland,  under  pretense  of 
being  taken  for  trial  before  General  Carlos  Boet.  The  vice-consul  re 
quested,  in  writing,  that  Portuondo  be  tried  in  his  presence,  in  accord- 
ance with  an  understanding  which,  as  the  vice-consul  claims,  was  made 
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between  the  governor  and  the  United  States  naval  commander,  in  the 
amnmer  of  1869. 

Under  date  of  February  15,  and  in  the  same  dispatch,  the  vice-consul 
adds  that  he  had  just  learned  from  an  eye-witness  that  the  prisoners 
had  no  form  of  trial,  but  that  a  portion  of  them  being  assured  that  they 
would  be  tried  at  Santiago,  were,  while  being  conducted  back,  shot  by 
the  guard  from  l>ehind,  and  left  where  they  fell — Portuondo  being  among 
them. 

Mr.  Hall,  vice-consul  general  at  Havana,  in  dis])atch  No.  61,  refeiTing 
to  this  case,  says  that  Portuondo  was  a  native  of  Santiago  do  Cuba,  but 
had  been  several  years  in  the  United  States,  where  he  had  been  natural- 
ized ;  that  he  returned  to  Santiago  four  or  five  jears  since,  and  perma- 
nently resided  there.  He  adds  that  the  statements  of  the  vice-consul 
•'  appear  to  be  corroborated  by  other  sources.'' 

lu  the  same  dispatch  he  incloses  a  translation  of  a  memorandum  from 
the  political  secretary  of  a  communication  from  the  military  governor 
of  Santiago,  confirming  information  of  the  arrest  of  Portuondo,  and 
jidmitting  his  United  States  citizenship ;  and  that  he  was  taken  from  the 
city  and  carried  inland  for  trial.  The  intt»r[)08iti(m  of  the  vice-consul  is 
admitted.  He  sa.ys  nothing,  however,  of  the  subsequent  killing  of  the 
prisoners,  but  alleges  that  tliey  were  arrested  on  a  cluu'ge  of  complicity 
with  the  insuiTCction. 

On  March  7, 1870,  Mr.  Biddle  was  informed  that  a  report  from  Mr. 
Parsons,  the  new  consul  to  Santiago,  was  awaited  before  laying  the  case 
befoi*e  the  Spanish  minister  here. 

On  March  16, 1870,  Mr.  Biddle,  in  dispatch  No.  29,  states  that  dispatch 
No.  11,  in  relation  to  the  killing  of  Portuondo,  had  been  received,  and 
a  copy  sent  to  Mr.  Parsons,  at  Santiago. 

On  April  18,  1870,  Mr.  Biddle  was  instructed  to  present  the  facts  to 
the  Captain  General,  and  ask  an  explanation  of  the  arrest  and  execution, 
and  to  report  any  facts  he  may  obtain  with  a  view  to  future  action,  if 
warranted  by  the  facts. 

In  dispatch  No.  93,  of  May  4,  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  a  copy  of  his  letter 
to  the  Captain  General,  asking  for  an  explanation  of  the  arrest  and  exe- 
cution, 

lu  his  No.  103,  of  May  7,  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  a  copy  of  a  note  from 
the  superior  governor  dd  interim^  dated  May  0,  refening  him  for  infor- 
mation in  Portuondo's  case  to  tjic  Spanish  minister  in  Washington. 

On  May  18  Mr.  Biddle  was  informed  that  on  the  receipt  of  his  No.  103 
a  note  was  addressed  to  the  Spanish  minister  asking  information. 

Ill  his  127,  of  May  23,  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  a  copy  of  No.  18,  from 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  giving  details  of  Portuondo's  case,  as  far  as  he  could 
ascertain  them. 

Under  date  of  June  17,  1870,  Theo.  H.  Oehlschlager  transmits  a 
duplicate  of  the  naturalization  papers  of  Portuoinlo,  dated  July  16, 1847. 


No.  6. 
CHARLKS  J.   rOLHAMU8. 

A  imtive  of  Nuevitas,  but  long  a  resident  of  New  York  City.  He 
was  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  as  appears  from  papers 
received  since  his  execution  and  forwarded  to  the  cdusuI  general. 

He  arrived  at  Nuevitas  about  the  middle  of  May,  1869,  and  went  into 
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the  country,  where  au  uncle  resided.  He  was  arrested  on  June  13,  and 
executed  at  3  a.  m.  the  following  day.  No  opportunity  was  allowed  the 
United  States  consular  agent  to  appeal  to  the  governor  in  his  hehalf, 
nor  was  he  informed  of  his  arrest,  or  had  any  knowledge  of  the  affair 
until  after  the  execution. 

In  a  later  conmiimication,  made  at  the  request  of  the  consul  general 
for  further  particulars,  the  consular  agent  states  that  the  above  contains 
all  the  information  he  has  of  the  case,  but  adds  that  the  trunk  of  the 
deceased,  with  $170  in  gold,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  governor  of  Nuevitas. 

Mr.  Plumb,  in  his  dispatch,  No.  215,  of  November  8, 1869,  states  that, 
from  information  derived  from  the  authorities  in  Havana  and  an  exam- 
ination of  the  oflBcial  proceedings  in  the  trial  at  Santa  Cruz,  it  appears 
that  Polhamus  remained  two  or  three  weeks  at  Santa  Cniz,  seeking  to 
send  some  communication  to  Facundo  Aguerre,  a  relative  of  his,  and  a 
leader  in  the  insurrection.  Failing  in  this  he  took  a  boat,  with  two 
men  and  was  absent  several  days.  On  his  return  he  was  arrested 
with  his  companions,  who  afterward  gave  evidence  against  him.  They 
testified  that  he  landed  and  went  inland,  and  on  his  return  he  was 
accompanied  by  a  man  on  horseback. 

Polhamus,  on  his  trial,  denied  landing,  or  that  he  had  held  eommuui- 
cation  with  any  one.  It  does  not  appear  from  these  proceedings  that 
Polhamus  was  a  United  States  citizen,  or  asserted  that  chameter. 


No.  7. 
EKNKST  MACARTY. 

Attention  was  first  called  to  the  case  in  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Wa»sh 
bume  at  Paris,  dated  August  23,  18G9.  A  copy  was  sent  to  Mr.  Plumb' 
with  instructions,  who,  on  writing  to  the  acting  consul  at  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  received  a  reply  to  the  effect  that  the  father  of  Macarty  was  a 
native  of  New  Orleans,  but  that  the  son  was  bom  at  Santiago,  and 
resided  with  Mr.  Courau,  who  is  a  prominent  leader  of  the  insuiTection. 

An  official  communication  to  the  Bandera  Espanola  from  Antonio 
Canal ejo  de  Mena,  in  charge  at  that  time  of  Spanish  troops  operatiujr 
against  the  insurgents  on  the  river  Brazo  de  Canto,  states  that  Brnci^t 
Macarty,  a  principal  leader  of  the  party  of  Curo,  (an  insurgent  officer,) 
was  surprised  and  shot  near  the  hill  called  Gato,  on  July  11,  1869. 


III. — List  of  persons,  said  to  be  citizens  of  the  united  states, 

WHOSE    properties    ARE    SAID    TO    HAVE    BEEN    CONFISCATED    OR 
EMBARGOED  DURINCr  THE   HOSTILITIES  IN   CUBA. 

No.  1. 

J()S£  GARCIA  ANGARICA. 

In  a  memorial  dated  at  New  York,  March  23, 1870,  he  represents  that 
he  came  to  the  United  States  from  Cuba  (of  which  he  is  a  native)  iu 
1850,  when  only  twelve  years  old.  He  was  educated  in  Massachusetts, 
and  declared  his  intention  to  become  a  United  States  citizen  in  1854, 
and  was  fully  admitted  on  February  16,1869.  He  incloses  his  certifi- 
cate. 
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On  completing  his  education  he  established  himself  in  business,  first 
at  New  York,  afterward  at  Cardenas,  Cuba,  as  a  commission  merchant. 
His  business  at  the  latter  place  became  extensive  and  remains  so  at  the 
present,  and  he  has  acquired  a  large  property  at  Cardenas.  That  since 
his  absence  he  has  been  publicly  threatened  by  the  Spanish  volunteers 
of  the  place  in  order  to  prevent  his  return,  and  with  a  view  to  divert 
his  business  into  other  hands.  His  valuable  house  on  the  Plaza  de  la 
'  Yglesia  has  been  seized  by  the  Spanish  authorities  without  accusation, 
trial,  or  order  of  embargo,  and  a  part  rented  to  the  Casino  Espaiiol,  and 
other  portions  of  it  are  now  advertised  for  rent.  He  incloses  the  pub- 
lished advertisement. 

He  further  represents  that  he  is  the  legal  guardian  of  the  minor  chil- 
dren of  his  brother  Joaquin  G.  de  Angarica,  deceased  about  six  years 
since,  also  an  American  citizen,  (his  certificate  being  inclosed.)  His 
widow  registered  herself  as  a  United  States  citizen  at  the  consulate  at 
Havana,  on  January  8, 1809.  The  Spanish  authorities  have  seized  all 
the  valuable  property  left  by  the  brother,  and  his  widow  and  family  are 
wholly  without  resources.  He  affirms  that  he  has  never  taken  part  in 
the  political  trouble  or  insurrection  now  prevailing  in  Cuba.  He  asks 
the  intei-position  of  the  United  States  government. 

The  memorialist  is  the  son  of  Joaquin  Garcia  Angarica,  whoso  prop* 
erty  has  also  been  embargoed,  and  he  represents  that  in  the  execution 
of  the  embargo  upon  the  latter  his  own  property  has  l)een  seized. 


No.  2. 

JOAQUIN  GARCIA  AN(4AKIC'A. 

In  a  commuuicatiou  to  this  department,  of  August  14, 1809,  Angarica 
states  that  he  declared  his  intention  to  become  a  United  States  citizen 
in  1853,  but  did  not  receive  the  certificate  of  full  citizenship  until  August 
14,  1868 ;  that  he  resides  in  ixSTew  York  City  and  owns  property  in  the 
United  States ;  that  he  also  owns  large  property  in  Cuba,  and  lately 
has  spent  some  time  in  that  island  on  iiecount  of  the  ill  health  of  his 
daughter;  that  he  has  never  resigned  his  business  in  the  United  States 
and  visits  Cuba  only  to  administer  the  affairs  of  his  estates  there  5 
that  he  left  Havana  in  March,  1869,  Avithout  opposition  from  the  au- 
thorities ;  that  he  has  never  taken  part  in  anj^  way  with  the  insurgent 
cause,  and  has  kept  true  allegiance  to  the  United  States ;  that  he  ap- 
pears in  the  "  registry  book''  of  a  j)ublic  notary  in  Cuba  as  an  Ameri- 
c^an  citizen. 

On  August  18,  a  note  was  addressed  to  the  Spanish  minister  request- 
ing an  investigation  of  the  case  and  that  the  result  be  communicated  to 
the  department.  On  the  department's  referring  the  case  to  Mr.  Plumb, 
he  replies  in  dispatch  No.  146  that  he  called  on  the  political  secretary 
and  was  informed  that  the  embargo  was  laid  upon  Augarica's  property 
because  of  supposed  aid  given  the  insurgent  cause  in  i^ew  York  5  that 
the  authorities  supposed  Mr.  A.  to  be  a  Spanish  subject ;  that  he  came 
and  went  on  a  Spanish  passport. 

Mr.  Plumb  further  states  that  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  immedi- 
ate cause  of  the  embargo  was  the  $8,000  in  Cardenas  Bank  stock  brought 
to  Havana  by  Mr.  Machado  and  taken  from  him  at  the  time  of  his  arrest, 
a  part  of  which  stock  stood  in  the  name  of  Miguel  Garcia  Angarica, 
whose  property  had  already  been  embargoed. 
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Mr.  Machado,  informed  Mr.  Plumb  that  this  stock  was  handed  him 
by  Antonio  F.  Bramosio,  supposed  to  be  an  active  partisan  of  the  in- 
surrection. A  copy  of  this  dispatch  was  given  to  Mr.  Augaricii^  who 
replies  under  date  of  October  11,  as  follows:  That  it  is  not  true  that  he 
has  given  aid  to  the  insurgent  cause ;  that  he  came  to  New  York  in 
1852  and  ha«  resided  there  since  that  time ;  and  from  1859,  when  he  re- 
tired from  active  business  in  New  York,  he  has  spent  his  winters  in  Cuba 
and  summers  in  New  York ;  that  he  completed  his  citizenship  on  August  • 
14, 1868,  and  that  his  "  whole  family''  are  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  He  admits  that  in  September,  1808,  he  took  a  Spanish  passport, 
but  alleges  it  was  "  for  convenience  only,''  it  requiring  some  three  days  to 
obtain  one  from  Washington;  that  himself  and  brother  (Manuel  Garcia 
Angarica)  were  original  owners  of  a  portion  of  the  Cardenas  Banii 
stock ;  that  he  purchased  previous  to  his  brother's  death  his  interest, 
the  transfers  of  which  were  in  blank,  and  that  these  shares  are  allege<i 
to  be  in  the  uame  of  Miguel  Garcia  Angarica ;  that  he  knows  of  no 
such  Angarica:  that  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  dividends  he  de- 
sired to  send  the  stock  to  his  agent,  J.  C.  de  la  liua,  at  Havana,  and 
placed  them  in  the  hands  of  A.  ¥.  Bramasio  to  be  handed  to  the  agent. 
Pe,  however,  handed  them  to  Machado,  who  was  jnst  then  leaving  for 
Havana,  and  in  this  way  the  stock  was  found  on  Machado's  person. 

That  his  deceased  brother  left  a  son  named  Manuel  Garcia  Angarica. 
a  minor,  and  upon  his  advice  the  son  came  to  the  United  States  and  ap- 
plied to  become  a  citizen  in  1867 ;  and  he  presumes  that  this  nephew's 
leaving  Cuba  without  a  passport  is  the  cause  of  the  embargo  of  his  (the 
nephew's)  property.    He  claims  the  interposition  of  this  government 

On  the  IDth  of  February,  1870,  Angarica  files  in  this  department  an 
affidavit  tJiilt  he  has  conducted  himself  since  he  became  a  citizen  and 
resident  oT  the  United  States  in  accordance  with  its  laws,  and  especially 
in  reference  to  its  relations  with  foreign  powers ;  that  he  has  never,  by 
covert  or  open  act,  given  aid  to  the  Cubans  in  their  present  insurrection; 
that  because  reiwrts  to  the  contrary  have  been  circulated,  to  his  great 
pecuniary  injury,  he  requested  from  Miguel  de  Aldama,  the  president 
of  the  Cuban  junta,  a  statement  denying  any  complicity  on  his  (Angar- 
icji's)  part  with  the  insurrection,  which  was  furnished  by  Aldama  and  is 
embodied  in  the  affidavit. 

On  August  19,  18G9,  Mr.  Plumb  was  instructed  to  investigate  tlie 
facts  of  the  case. 

On  January  4,  1870,  Mr.  Hall  was  instructed  to  present  the  case  to 
the  Spanish  authorities,  and  on  February  23  to  request  release  of  the 
property. 

In  Ko.  33,  of  January  15,  1870,  Mr.  Hall  says  that  he  has  i>re.sented 
the  case  to  the  authorities. 

In  No.  38,  of  January  20,  1870,  Mr.  Hall  embodies  a  translation  of  a 
memorandum,  handed  him  by  the  political  secretary,  to  the  effect  that 
Angarica  is  a  native  of  Havana  and  resided  there ;  that  on  February 
18,  1869,  he  obtained  a  passport  as  a  Spanish  subject,  and  that  he  is 
registered  as  such ;  that  from  information  received  he  has  been  in  inter- 
course with  the  Cuban  junta,  and  taken  part  in  acts  hostile  to  Spain; 
that  if  he  will  make  it  appear  that  this  information  is  incori'ect  *'  the 
charge  of  delinquency,  occultation,  and  dual  citizenship  may  be  con- 
sidered as  one  of  remissness."  Mr.  Hall  is  of  the  opinion  that  if  An- 
garica will  disprove  thecliarges  his  case  will  be  favorably  considered. 

In  dispatch  No.  21,  of  March  10,  1870,  the  consul  general  incloses  a 
copy  of  a  communication  from  J.  C.  de  la  Rua,  attorney  for  Angarica, 
requesting  delay  in  presenting  the  case  to  the  Spanish  authorities. 
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Ou  Febraarj-  23, 1870,  the  department  transmitted  further  papers 
fix)m  Mr.  Angarica  to  Mr.  Hall,  and  directed  him  to  present  them  to  the 
proper  authority,  and  again  ask  the  release  of  the  estate. 

Under  date  of  June  7,  Mr.  Biddle  telegraphs  that  the  government  has 
"  seized  the  Angarica  property,  and  will  sell  the  personal  effects  unless 
immediate  intervention." 

On  June  8  the  department  telegraphs  Mr.  Biddle  as  follows : 

'*  Call  attention  to  article  7  of  treaty  of  ninety-five,  in  Angarica's  case  ;  protest  against 
BSile  if  provisions  not  complietl  witli." 

With  Ko.  153,  of  June  10, 1870,  Mr.  Biddle  gives  a  copy  of  his  protest 
against  the  sale  of  Angarica's  property. 


INOCENCIO  CASANOVA. 

A  native  of  the  Canary  Islands,  but  naturalized  in  Xew  York  in  1859, 
and  residing  in  the  United  States  a  i>ortion  of  each  year,  and  retaining 
a  part  of  his  large  interests  in  Cuba. 

He  was  arrested  at  liegla,  oppositeHavana,  on  the  night  of  March 
30,  1869.  The  political  secretary,  in  replying  to  the  recpiest  of  the  vice- 
consul  general  to  be  informed  of  the  reason  for  his  arrest,  says  that  it 
was  done  at  the  instance  of  the  fiscal,  or  prosecuting  oflftcer,  but  assigns 
no  cause.  The  secretarj^  also  intimates  that  Mr.  Casanova  has  hereto- 
fore avoided  judicial  process  by  flight  from  the  island,  w^hich  Mr.  Hall 
says  is  denied  by  Mr.  C.'s  friends. 

On  April  3  Mr.  Hall  telegraphs  that  Casanova's  arrest  is  connected 
Avith  the  affair  of  the  steamer  Com anditario,  now  under  investigation. 

Under  date  of  April  23,  Mr.  Hall,  vice-consul  general,  informs  the 
department  of  Mr.  Cas^inova's  release,  and  that  he  had  secured  a  pass- 
port for  him  to  leave  the  island. 

On  December  7,  1869,  Mr.  11.  D.  Mussey,  attorney  for  Mr.  Casanova, 
requests  the  inteq^osition  of  the  department  for  the  protection  of  the 
latter's  property  in  Cuba,  which  he  says  it  is  the  puri)ose  of  the  Si)ani8h 
government  to  destroy. 

On  December  13  the  department  instructed  the  vice-consul  general 
to  take  such  steps  as  were  necessary  to  protect  the  property  of  Mr. 
Casanova. 

Under  date  of  December  31, 1869,  the  vice-consul  general  reports  that 
be  believes  the  suspicions  of  Mr.  Casanova  to  be  groundless,  and  incloses 
copies  of  stringent  orders  of  the  S])anish  government  for  the  prevention 
of  outrages  upon  estates  in  Cuba. 


Xo.  4. 

JOSfe  N.  CASANOVA. 

In  a  memorial  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  30th  March,  1869,  Mr. 
Casanova  represents  that  he  became  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United 
States  in  1857,  and  resides  a  part  of  each  year  upon  his  estate  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  that,  in  connection  with  his  father,  Inocencio  Casanova,  he 
is  largely  interested  in  business  between  the  United  States  and  Cuba ; 
he  also  has  large  interests  in  Cuba,  and  resides  a  portion  of  each  year 
in  the  island. 
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He  states  that,  owing  to  tlie  gradual  emancipation  of  his  slaves,  he 
has  been  regarded  with  great  disfavor  by  the  Spanish  government,  and 
he  believes  this  to  be  the  moving  cause  of  the  hostility  which  it  has 
shown  toward  him. 

While  on  his  plantation  near  Cardenas,  in  December  last,  he  learned 
that  an  order  for  his  arrest  had  been  issued,  but  after  an  interview  with 
the  Captain  General,  and  after  appearing  to  answer  the  charges  of  a 
military  commission  at  Matanzas,  he  was  permitted  to  return  to  his 
estate  with  a  "  safe  conduct."  On  his  return  he  found  that  government 
agents  had  carried  away  from  his  house  certain  valuable  papers,  which 
he  has  so  far  been  unable  to  secure. 

He  remained  unmolested  upon  his  plantation  until  the  4th  of  March, 
1869,  when  the  police  appeared  and  arrested  and,  without  trial,  shot 
the  engineer  of  his  estate,  who  also  held  a  "safe  conduct"  from  the 
government;  and  seeing  how  little  protection  it  secured,  he  became 
alarmed  and  abandoned  his  home,  leaving  his  wife  and  brother-in-law, 
both  native  Americans,  in  charge. 

On  the  same  day,  a  band  of  police  came  upon  his  plantation  in  search 
of  him,  insulting  and  abusing  his  wife  and  family,  and  doing  great 
damage  to  his  crops  and  buildings,  one  of  the  latter  of  which  they 
burned.  Ue  escaped  to  Havana  and  sought  the  protection  of  the 
American  tiag-ship,  and  was  brought  to  the  United  States.  He  was 
thus  compelled  to  abandon  interests  to  the  amount  of  $2,000,000,  and 
to  leave  his  family  to  such  indignity  and  spoliation  as  might  be  oftered. 

He  further  states  that  his  brother  was  arrested  by  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities, tried  by  a  military  commission,  and  acquitted,  but  nevertheless 
has  been  and  is  now  confined  in  prison  and  not  permitted  intercourse 
with  his  family.  He  estimates  his  personal  losses  and  damages  for  the 
detention  of  his  papers,  and  inability  to  care  for  his  estate,  at  $50,000, 
and  he  asks  redress  and  indemnity.  He  also  urgently  asks  the  inter- 
vention of  the  government  for  the  release  of  his  brother. 

On  April  22, 1809,  a  note  was  addressed  from  the  department  to  the 
Spanish  minister,  reciting  the  statements  of  Mr.  Casanova,  and  request- 
ing such  information  as  might  be  in  his  possession  concerning  the  ease. 


No.  5. 
KAMON  FEKNANDEZ  CRIADO  Y  GOMEZ. 

Hon.  William  M.  Evarts,  under  date  of  August  ^1,  18G0,  tnuisiiiits 
the  memorial  of  Criado :  That  he  is  a  native  of  Cuba,  but  for  many  years 
past  has  resided  in  the  United  States  *'  a  great  part  of  the  time';^  that 
he  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  on  April  15,  1869;  (his  certifi- 
cate of  naturalization  is  inclosed.)  That  he  owns  considerable  real  and 
personal  estate  in  Cuba,  and  that  the  same  was  embargoed  on  May  4, 
1869,  by  the  Spanish  authorities  of  the  island ;  that  he  is  in  consequence 
deprived  of  its  possession,  and  his  resources  and  credit  are  greatly  im- 
paired ;  that  no  judicial  proceedings  either  of  information,  accusation,  or 
condemnation  have  been  taken  against  him  ;  and  that  the  seizure  of  bis 
property  was  made  without  opportunity  of  defense  by  him.  He  prays 
the  protection  of  this  government. 

In  a  further  memorial,  dated  February  25,  1870,  Mr.  Criado  reiterates 
the  above  statements,  and  again  requests  the  intervention  of  the  Uuited 
States.    He  claims  indemnity  for  all  losses  and  injuries  to  which  he  has 
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been  subjected  by  the  action  of  the  Spanish  authorities  as  above  stated. 
On  June  22,  he  iiles  a  memorial  alleging  his  unlawful  arrest  in  Cuba, 
and  claims  indemnity  for  the  indignity  to  his  person. 


Xo.  G. 
JOAQUIN  DELGADO. 

Mr.  Plumb,  in  his  No.  141,  says  that  his  attention  was  first  called  to 
the  embargo  of  the  property  of  Delgado  by  a  letter  from  Spring  &  Wet- 
more,  attorneys  of  New  York,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Delgado  is 
an  American  citizen,  long  a  resident  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he 
has  never  taken  part  in  the  present  insurrection ;  that  he  visited  Cuba 
in  January  last,  "  on  a  Spanish  passport  in  regular  form,"  and  met  with 
no  difficulty  on  leaving  Havana. 

The  attorneys  state  that  the  cause  of  the  embargo  seems  to  have  been 
that  Delgado  had  not  fulfilled  all  the  requisites  the  law  prescribes  for 
*'  passing  beyond  these  dominions,"  which  phrase  is  a  translation  of  the 
words  *'  traspaso  de  dominio,"  in  the  order  of  embargo. 

Mr.  Plumb,  injcommenting  upon  this,  says  that  the  translation  is  erro- 
neous in  its  most  essential  point,  and  that  these  words  *'  refer  to  the 
transfer  of  property,"  not ''  to  the  departure  from  the  country,"  and  in- 
forms the  attorneys  that  the  embargo  will  be  found  to  be  based  upon 
supposed  complicity  with  the  insurrection. 


No.  7. 
DAXFOKI),  KNOWLTON  &  CO. 

Mr.  Plumb,  in  dispatch  No.  106,  of  August  10,  18G9,  incloses  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  above  firm,  which  transmitted  a  memorial  from  them 
to  the  Captain  General,  to  the  eflfect  that  they  had  received  information 
of  a  decree  of  embargo  on  the  property  of  Jost^  de  Zayas,  a  resident  of 
Nuevitas ;  that  they  had  business  connections  with  the  house  of  Jose 
de  Zayas  &  Co.,  of  that  place ;  that  in  conseiiuence  of  advances  made 
to  the  house  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  the  insurrection,  that  house 
was  indebted  to  them  in  the  sum  of  $35,450  81 ;  that  they  apply  to  the 
Captain  General  for  the  satisfaction  of  this  debt  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  embargoed  property,  and  authorize  George  P.  Bell,  of  Havana,  to 
represent  them. 

Mr.  Plumb  states  that  he  is  unwilling  to  take  any  steps  in  cases  of 
this  character  until  so  instructed  by  the  department,  and  in  his  reply 
to  Danford,  Knowlton  &  Co.  he  refers  them  to  this  department. 

On  August  24, 1869,  Messrs.  Danford,  Knowlton  &  Co.  were  informed 
that  no  action  could  be  taken  until  he  had  tried  and  failed  to  obtain 
justice  in  the  Spanish  courts. 


No.  8. 
FELIX  GOVIN  Y  PINTO. 


In  bis  memorial,  dated  15th  Febmary,  1870,  he  states  that  he  is  a 
naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  incloses  his  certificate, 
i8.sue<l  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  New  York  City,  on  July  10, 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


190  SEIZURE    OF   AMERICAN   VESSELS   AND 

1868;  that  he  has  resided  with  his  family  ''iieiu*"  a  year  iii  that  city, 
where  he  owns  property;  that  he  expects  to  remain  such  citizen;  that 
his  property  in  Cuba  was  embargoed  under  a  decree  of  January-  31, 1870. 
He  prays  the  interposition  of  the  government  to  se^m^e  its  release. 

Mr.  Hall,  vice-consul  general  at  Havana,  was  requested,  on  February 
18,  to  examine  into  the  case  and  report  to  the  department. 

Mr.  Hall,  in  a  postscript  to  his  vice-consul's  dispatch  Xo.  107,  from 
Matanzas,  says,  luider  date  of  February  22,  1870,  that  Govin,  up  t4) 
within  a  few  months,  has  been  a  practicing  lawyer  at  Matanzas,  of  which 
place  he  is  a  native  and  where  he  has  his  permanent  residence.  Where 
or  how  he  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  is  not  known  to  me  or 
to  the  authorities  of  the  island. 

In  a  sworn  protest,  dated  February  20, 1870,  Govin  enumerates  the 
property  subjected.to  the  embargo,  and  declares  that  he  has  in  no  way 
or  manner  acted  or  taken  any  part  in  or  contributed  toward  the  civil 
conflict  now  raging  in  Cuba,  nor  given  aid,  comfort,  or  protection  to  the 
insurgent*.  He  demands  the  restoration  of  his  property  and  indemnity 
for  losses  from  the  embargo. 

In  a  frirther  petition,  dated  at  New  York  March  12, 1870,  he  states  that 
he  has  not  piu*sued  his  profession  of  lawyer  at  Matanzas  within  a  few 
months,  but  that  he  has  resided  in  New  York  with  his  family  sinc^  April, 
1869;  that  he  went  to  Europe  in  1868,  (before  the  outbreak  of  the  insur- 
rection,) returned  to  New  York  in  the  same  year,  and  afterward  went  to 
Matanzas  on  his  private  business,  and  returned  to  New  York  on  its  con- 
clusion, and  has  resided  there  continuously  since;  that  in  February,  1868, 
he  became  and  now  is  a  member  of  the  house  of  Esteves,  Govin  &  Brother, 
doing  business  in  New  York.  He  then  proceeds  to  argue  the  question  of 
his  citizenship,  and  requests  the  department  to  instruct  the  consul  gen- 
eral at  Havana  to  file  the  deed  of  manumission  of  certain  of  his  slaves, 
which  Hall  at  Matanzas  had  refused  to  do. 

On  April  6  the  department  transmitted  to  Mr.  Biddle  a  copy  of 
Govin's  memorial  of  12th  March,  and  requested  further  information  aiitl 
to  learn  the  jiresent  condition  of  the  case  with  the  Spanish  authorities. 

In  dispatch  No.  69,  of  April  15,  Mr.  Biddle  says  the  case  will  have 
immediate  attention  from  him. 

In  dispatch  No.  81,  of  April  27,  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  a  co])y  of  a  com- 
munication addressed  to  the  Captain  General  by  him,  calling  attention 
to  the  case. 

With  dispatch  No.  123,  of  May  20,  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  a  full  and 
important  statement  from  the  United  States  consid  at  Matanzas,  the 
general  purport  of  which  is  that  Govin  has  no  claim  for  the  protection 
of  this  government. 

Mr.  Biddle  in  his  No.  95,  of  May  5,  incloses  a  copy  of  a  note  from 
the  acting  govei-nor,  which  states  that  Govin's  case  would  be  submitted 
to  the  Spanish  minister  at  Washington  by  the  first  steamer. 

On  May  18th  Mr.  Biddle,  the  consul  general,  was  informed  that  a  note 
had  been  addressed  to  the  Spanish  minister  in  Washington,  requesting 
information  concerning  the  case. 


No.  9. 

JOSfi  GOVIN  Y  PINTO. 

In   his  memorial,  dated  February  15,  1870,  he  states  that  be  is  a 
naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  transmits  his  cei-tifi(*ate. 
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iH8ne<l  from  the  (M)iut  of  common  pleas  for  New  York  City  on  August 
12j  1867 ;  that  it  has  been  his  intention  to  continue  an  American  citi- 
zen; that  he  is  registered  as  such  in  the  United  States  consulate  at  Ma- 
tanzas;  that  he  resides  in  New  York,  and  owns  property  there;  that  he 
left  the  city  of  Havana  in  March  1869 ;  that  hi^  property  was  embargoed 
under  a  decTee  of  January  31,  1870.  He  requests  the  interposition  of 
the  government  to  obtain  its  release. 

Vice-Consul  General  Hall  at  Havana,  was  requested  to  examine  and 
report  on  the  case,  on  February  17,  1870. 

In  a  further  memorial,  sworn  to  on  February  25, 1870,  he  enumerates 
the  proi>erty  made  subject  to  the  embargo,  and  aftirms  that  he  has  never 
taken  any  part  whatever  in  the  revolt  of  Tara,  nor  been  hostile  toward 
the  Spanish  government.  He  claims  the  restoratioiU)f  his  proi)erty  and 
indemnity  for  his  loses  from  the  embargo.  1|| 

In  a  further  memorial,  diited  March  12, 1870,  he  requests  that  the  pre- 
vious one  (of  February-  25)  be  sent  to  Havana,  to  be  presentexl  to  the 
Spanish  government. 

In  dispatch  No.  82,  of  April  27,  Mr.  Biddle  transmits  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter addressed  by  him  to  the  Captain  General,  directing  attention  to  tlie 
case. 

Mr.  Biddle's  No.  95,  of  May  5  incloses  a  copy  or  a  note  from  the  act- 
ing governor,  which  states  that  Govin's  ca4se  would  immediately  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Spanish  minister  at  Washington. 

On  May  14  the  department  requested  of  the  Spanish  minister  to  be 
informed  "whether  the  circjumstances  of  the  case  had  been  presented  to 
him  by  the  authorities  of  Cuba,  and  that  he  would  acquaint  the  depart- 
ment with  them. 

On  May  18  the  consul  general  was  informed  that  the  depailment 
had  aildressed  a  note  to  the  Spanish  minister  here  concerning  the  case. 


No.  10. 

EU8EBIO  GUITERAS. 

On  June  28,  1870,  3[r.  Guiteras  informs  the  department  that  he  has 
seen  a  notic^e  in  the  Official  Gazette  at  Havana  of  the  confiscation  of 
certain  of  his  property  in  Matanzas.  "  He  states  that  he  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  an(l  was  imturalized  before  the  outbreak  of  the  insur- 
rection, in  which  he  has  never  taken  part,  either  directly  or  indirectly. 
He  formerly  resided  at  Bristol,  lihode  Island,  but  now  at  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.    He  hopes  that  justice  will  be  done  him. 

On  the  30th  of  June  a  note  was  addressed  to  the  Spanish  minister  in 
Washington,  reciting  the  facts  as  they  are  before  the  department  and 
requesting  that  the  case  may  be  investigated,  and  if  Mr.  Guiteras's  state- 
ments should  be  found  correct,  that  his  property  may  be  restored  and 
siwjh  amends  made  as  the  circumstances  may  call  for. 

On  June  30  the  consul  general  at  Havana  was  instructexl  to  make 
inquiry  concerning  the  case  and  repent  to  the  department. 


No.  11. 
.I0SJ5  DE  JESUS  HERNANDEZ  Y  MACIAS. 

On  April  25,  1870,  he  makes  affidavit  that  he  wasboni  in  Cuba,  is  now 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  and  was  naturalized  in  Brooklyn,  on  September 
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16, 1869.  lie  inclosed  a  certified  copy  of  his  papers.  He  has  resided 
permanently  in  the  United  States  since  1858 ;  that  lie  owns  certain  estate 
in  Cuba,  which  he  describes  particularly,  and  states  that  it  was  embar- 
goed by  a  decree  of  February  24,  1870.  He  asks  the  restoration  of  his 
property,  and  $12,000  damages. 

In  a  letter  dated  May  30,  1870,  after  inclosing  a  letter  of  28th  May, 
from  John  L.  Flagg,  esq.,  requesting  attention  to  the  case,  Hernandez 
states :  That  in  the  fall  of  1869,  being  desirous  of  selling  a  part  of  his 
property  in  Cuba,  he  forwarded  to  his  uncle  a  power  of  attorney  for 
the  purpose,  but  owing  to  delays  interposed  by  the  Spanish  authorities 
the  transfer  was  not  made,  and  finally  prevented  altogether  by  the  em- 
bargo decree  of  February  24, 1870.  He  further  states  that  he  has  reside*! 
in  the  United  States  since  he  was  twelve  years  old,  and  has  been  in  Cuba 
since  tbat  time  only-  on  visits  to  his  relatives ;  that  he  has  never  had  any 
connection  whatever  with  the  insurrection,  but  is  willing  to  observe  any 
law  of  Spain  not  inconsistent  with  his  United  States  citizenship.  He 
imiys  the  interjiosition  of  this  government  in  his  behalf. 

In  a  letter  to  the  department,  of  June  8,  he  acknowledges  dei>art- 
ment's  letter  of  June  4,  relative  to  the  non-receipt  of  his  papers,  and 
states  that  they  are  said  to  have  been  left  with  the  Secretary  of  State, 
by  Hon.  John  Hill,  on  May  26th  last. 

On  June  15  a  copy  of  Hernandez's  papers  was  sent  to  Mr.  Biddle, 
with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  case  and  report  the  result  to  the 
department. 

On  June  18  a  note  was  addressed  t/O  the  Spanish  minister,  which, 
after  referring  to  the  commimication  made  to  him  under  date  of  June 
9,  containing  a  list  of  those  citizens  whose  properties  in  Cuba  had 
been  arbitrarily  embargoed,  requests  that  the  case  of  Mr.  Hernandez  be 
added  thereto,  and  also  the  release  of  the  embargo,  and  that  steps  simi- 
lar to  those  asked  for  in  the  other  cases  may  be  taken  for  asceitainint: 
and  paying  the  injury  whi(*h  he  has  suffered  from  the  seizure. 


No.  12. 
CRISTOBAL  MADAN. 

On  August  5  the  department,  at  the  request  of  the  Spanish  minister 
here,  telegraphed  to  the  consul  general  to  interpose  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
Madan,  whose  property  was  embargoed  by  order  of  July  28  last  On 
presenting  the  subject  to  the  political  secretary,  the  consul  general  was 
informed  that  the  decree  of  embargo  was  based  upon  information  that 
Mr.  Madan  was  actively  engaged  in  New  York  in  aiding  the  insurgent 
cause.  He  added  that  Mr.  Madan,  who  now  claims  to  be  a  naturalized 
citizen,  wag  compromised  at  the  time  of  the  Lopez  expedition,  and  was 
expelled  from  the  island,  but  subsequently  pardoned. 

On  August  11  the  department  inclosed  to  the  Spanish  minister  ii 
copy  oif  a  letter  from  Mr.  Madan's  attorney,  and  proceeds : 

I  be^,  sir,  that  yon  will  have  the  goodness  to  call  upon  those  authorities  (of  Cuba  > 
for  a  statement  of  the  facts  of  this  case,  and  the  grounds  of  their  proceedings,  in  th*- 
event  of  their  having  been  correctly  stated  in  these  papers. 

With  every  disposition  to  avoid  hasty  action  upon  ex  parte  statement,  I  think  pro{H>r 
to  express  tlio  opinion  that  the  case,  as' presentee!  to  nie  in  the  inclosed.memorial,  seni:^ 
to  involve  the  authorities  referred  to  in  serious  responsibility ;  audit  indicates  a  I)o1k> 
which,if  carried  out  toward  citizens  of  the  United  States,  whether  native  or  uatn  nil - 
ized,  residing  in  Cuba,  would,  in  my  judgment,  prove  itself  to  ho  very  detrimenta!  to 
the  interestH  which  they  seek  therci»y  to  protect. 
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Id  a  commanication,  dated  September  24, 1869,  Madan,  by  his  coun- 
sel, B.  D.  Silliman,  e«q.,  after  referring  to  the  remission  of  the  embargo 
of  Lis  property,  (information  of  which  had  been  received  at  the  depart- 
ment on  September  4,  from  the  Spanish  minister,)  states  that  the  prop- 
erty was  still  held  by  the  Cuban  authorities.  Mr.  Silliman  also  incloses 
a  memorial  from  Madan,  complaining  that  his  attorney  in  Havana  had 
been  removed  from  the  care  of  the  estate,  and  a  Spanish  ofiScer  ap- 
pointed in  his  place. 

On  September  29  the  consul  general  was  instructed  to  endeavor  to 
obtain  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Madan's  agent  in  tiie  care  of  the  estate. 

Mr.  Plumb,  under  dateofOctober27,  reports  that  the  Captain  General 
informed  him  that  he  had  ortlered  the  removal  of  the  embargo  on  Ma- 
dan's property,  and  that  no  obstruction  had  been  or  would  be  interposed 
by  him  to  the  action  of  such  agent  as  Mr.  Madan  nflight  select.  Mr. 
Plumb  also  states  that  no  agent  of  Mr.  Madan  had  ever  called  upon  him, 
and  he  has  no  information  as  to  the  obstructions  claimed  to  have  been 
met  with. 

On  October  26  the  department  telegraphs  the  consul  general,  inquir- 
ing whether  Mr.  Madan's  property  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  his 
agent,  and  if  not,  when  it  would  be. 

Mr.  Madan,  under  date  of  October  30,  writes  to  the  department  that 
notwithstanding  his  attorney  had  seen  an  official  communication  from 
the  Captain  General  to  the  iK)litical  governor  raising  the  embargo,  the 
efforts  of  the  attorney  had  been  unavailing  to  obtain  its  execution  up  to 
September  24. 

Mr.  Plumb,  under  date  of  October  30,  says  that,  at  his  request,  the 
pohtical  secretary  had  caused  the  order  remitting  the  embargo  of  Ma- 
dan's property  to  be  published  in  the  Official  Gazette,  and  incloses  a  copy 
of  the  publication. 

Under  dat«  of  November  12,  Mr.  Silliman  requests  the  interposition 
of  the  government  to  secure  to  Mr.  Madan  the  sugar  and  money  taken 
and  held  by  the  Cuban  authorities. 


No.  13. 
THOMAS  J.  MORA. 

In  his  memorial  to  the  Department  of  State,  dated  A\m\  27,  1869, 
Mr.  Mora  states  that  he  is  a  native  of  Cuba,  but  came  to  the  United 
States  when  nine  years  of  age,  and  remained  at  school  until  he  was 
fourteen.  He  returned  to  the  United  States  in  1863,  where  he  declared 
his  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  was  sub- 
sequently duly  naturalized.  The  revenue  from  his  propeity  in  Cuba 
has  been  regularly  transmitted  to  him,  until  the  Spanish  government 
placed  an  embargo  upon  it.  He  declares  that  he  has  never  taken  part 
in  the  difficulties  now  pending  in  Cuba,  and  claims  the  protection  ot  the 
United  States  for  prompt  redress. 

On  May  1, 1869,  a  note  was  addressed  to  the  Spanish  minister,  re- 
questing that  inquiry  be  made  concerning  the  case,  and  the  department 
informed  of  the  result. 


No.  14. 

FAUSTO  MORA. 

On  March  6,  1870,  Mr.  Mora  transmits  his  memorial  of  the  ssime 
date,  as  follows :  That  he  is  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
S.  Ex.  Doc.  108 13 
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liaving  been  admitted  to  citizenship  on  January  13, 1859 ;  that  he  has 
constantly  resided  in  the  United  States  for  the  past  sixteen  yean},  and 
has  been  absent  from  the  Island  of  Cuba,  of  which  he  is  a  native,  for 
over  eighteen  years ;  that  about  three  months  before  the  dat«  of  this 
memorial,  his  father,  Maximo  J.  Mora,  also  a  naturalized  United  States 
citizen,  and  resident  in  New  York,  died,  leaving  a  large  estate  in  Cuba, 
and  appointing,  in  his  will,  the  memorialist  as  executor ;  that  his  said 
father  left  seven  heirs,  three  of  whom  are  of  age,  and  the  others  minors — 
all  American  citizens — resident  in  the  United  States ;  that  by  the  afore- 
said will  a  guardian  was  named  for  the  minor  heirs,  who  in  execution 
of  his  trust  proceeded  to  Cuba,  but  was  prevented  from  landing  by  the 
Spanish  authorities,  and  his  property  in  Cuba  confiscated  by  them; 
that  the  Spanish  authorities,  on  February  18, 1870,  issued  an  order  of 
embargo  on  all  the  interest  of  the  memorialist  in  the  estate  of  his 
said  father,  to  his  own  great  pecuniary  loss  and  embarrassment,  also  to 
the  great  damage  and  injury  of  the  minor  heirs ;  that  he  belongs  to  no 
association  or  body  of  men  engaged,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
measures  hostile  to  Spain,  and  that  he  is  in  no  way  connected  with  the 
Cuban  junta,  in  proof  of  which  he  appends  the  sworn  statement  of 
Miguel  de  Aldama,  the  president  thereof;  that  he  holds  the  Spanish 
government  accountiible  for  all  losses  inflicted  upon  him  personally  and 
in  his  capacity  of  executor  by  their  action  as  above  stated,  and  prays 
the  interposition  of  the  United  States  government  for  his  relief. 

On  March  8, 1870,  Mr.  Biddle  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  me- 
morial, and  instructed  to  lay  the  papers  before  the  Spanish  authorities. 

In  dispatch  Ko.  28,  of  March  10, 1870,  Mr.  Biddle  states  that  he  has 
presented  the  case  to  the  intendente  general  de  hacienda,  with  a  strong 
recommendation,  and  incloses  a  copy  of  the  communication. 

On  March  12  Mr.  Mora  was  intbrmed  by  the  department  that  his 
case  had  been  presented  to  the  Spanish  minister  at  Washington^  and 
telegraphed  to  Havana. 

On  March  31  a  note  was  addressed  to  the  Spanish  minister,  request- 
ing his  prompt  and  serious  attention  to  the  case. 


No.  15. 

MARTIN  MUESES. 

In  a  memorial,  dated  April  5, 1870,  Mueses  states  that  he  is  a  native 
of  Cuba,  but  naturalized  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  on  October 
27, 1848.  He  incloses  his  certificate  of  naturalization ;  he  also  incloses 
a  United  States  passport,  dated  December  22, 1848.  He  has  been  engaged 
for  several  years  in  business  with  Cuba,  but  has  resided  in  the  United 
States  "  most  of  the  time"  since  his  naturalization.  He  incloses  further 
a  passport  from  the  Spanish  authorities,  (receivetl  on  leaving  Havana,) 
in  which  he  is  recognized  as  an  American  citizen.  He  registered  himself 
as  such  citizen  in  December,  1868,  in  the  United  States  consulate  general 
at  Havana.  His  property,  of  which  he  gives  a  list,  was  embargoed  by 
a  decree  of  March  8,  1870 ;  also  a  house  belonging  to  his  niece,  Gef- 
trudis  Mueses  y  Perez,  has  been  seized  under  the  sameorder  of  embargo. 
He  affirms  that  he  has  "never  aided  or  abetted  in  any  way  the  insur- 
rection" in  Cuba,  ^ 'nor  had  intercourse  in  any  respect  with  any  one  for 
that  purpose."  He  prays  the  interposition  of  the  government  to  secure 
the  restoration  of  his  property,  with  the  rents  and  income  that  may 
have  accrued  since  the  embargo. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


INJURIES   TO   AMERICAN   CITIZENS   IN    CUBA.  195 

On  May  11, 1870,  a  copy  of  the  memorial  was  sent  to  Mr.  Biddle,  with 
an  instruction  to  lay  the  case  before  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  ask 
release  of  the  estate. 

In  No.  117,  of  May  18,  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  a  copy  of  a  communication, 
addressed  by  hini  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  requesting  the  release  of 
the  estate. 

In  No.  138  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  copy  of  a  note  from  the  Acting  Captain 
General,  dated  3nth^of  Maj^,  which  says  that  he  will  inform  the  Spanish 
minister  at  Washington  of  the  result  of  the  investigation  of  the  case. 


No.  16. 
RAMON  RIVAS   Y  LAMAR. 

Mr.  Hall,  United  States  consul  at  Matanzas,  in  his  No.  102,  incloses  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Augusto  Claret,  the  agent  of  Mr.  Rivas,  to  the 
effect  that  the  latter  is  a  native  of  Cuba,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the 
United  StHtes,  and  a  permanent  resident  at  New  Vork  since  1851.  He 
has  not  visited  Cuba  since  that  year ;  his  propertv  was  embargoed  on 
September  29,  1800. 

On  February  2,  1870,  Mr.  Hall,  at  Havana,  was  instructed  to  present 
the  case  to  the  Spanish  authorities.  On  February  12,  No.  54,  he  replies 
that  he  has  done  so. 

On  March  7,  1870,  Mr.  Rivas  files  the  following  affidavits : 
First,  of  Ramon  Rivas  y  Lamar,  (the  complainant,)  that  he  has  re- 
sided in  the  United  States  for  the  past  eighteen  years;  that  he  declared 
his  intention  of  l^ecoming  a  United  States  citizen  in  I85;3,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  full  citizenship  in  1804,  and  that  he  has  not  been  in  the 
Island  of  Cuba  for  the  past  ten  years.  That  he  has  taken  no  part  in 
the  political  afiairs  of  the  island  since  his  naturalization,  and  has  never 
been  a  member  of  the  Cuban  junta,  or  of  any  association  opposed  to 
the  Spanish  government,  and  has  never  in  any  way  aided  the  Cuban 
rebellion. 

Second,  of  Carlos  Marti,  confirming  the  statement  of  Mr.  Rivas. 

Third,  of  Anastasio  Herqnes,  the  business  manager  of  Mr.  Rivas,  in 
confirmation  of  his  statements. 

Fourth,  of  Miguel  de  Aldama,  president  of  the  Cuban  junta,  that 
Mr.  Rivas  has  never  taken  any  part  in  the  Cuban  revolution,  nor  con- 
tributed money  or  influence,  nor  in  any  manner  furthered  the  objects  of 
that  association. 

In  dispatch  No.  27,  of  March  16,  1870,  Mr.  Biddle  states  that  he  ha« 
presented  the  case  in  person  to  the  intendente  general  de  hacienda, 
and  incloses  copy  of  his  communication. 

On  March  8  the  department  transmitted  to  the  consul  general  the 
further  papers  of  Mr.  Rivas,  and  instructed  him  to  renew  the  efforts  for 
the  prompt  restoration  of  the  property. 


No.  17. 
JOHN  C.  ROZAS. 


In  a  communication  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs, 
Washington,  D.  C,  from  the  Island  of  Fernando  Po,  dated  June  20, 
1809,  Kozas  states  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
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past  two  years  a  resident  of  Cuba.  That  on  February  3, 1869,  he  was 
made  a  political  prisoner  by  the  lieutenant  p^overnor  of  Santa  Maria  del 
Eosario,  while  preparin^^:  to  leave  his  estate  to  collect  the  adranc<?s  made 
by  the  partnership  of  iFozas  &  Co.  on  tobacco  leaf.  He  was  confined 
without  trial  or  examination,  lirst  at  the  Morro  prison,  afterward  at  the 
Cabanas  fortress,  and  on  March  2L  was  put  on  board  the  Spanish  trans- 
port San  Francisco  de  Borj^a,  for  transportation  to  Fernando  Po.  Ue 
claims  that  the  sufferings  of  the  prisoners  on  the  voyage  were  intense, 
and  that  they  were  robbed  of  their  money.  Since  his  arrival  at  the 
Island  of  Fernando  Po  he  read  in  La  Epoca,  of  April  20,  1869,  a  news 
paper  published  at  Madrid,  that  *'  Geneml  Dulce  has  ordered  that  the 
American  citizens,  Dudley,  Lanza,  Rozas,  and  others,  be  placed  at  lib 
erty."  He  asserts  that  he  was  naturalized  at  New  Orleans,  in  July, 
1865,  and  received  an  honorable  discharge  after  three  years'  service  in 
the  Union  army.  While  in  prison  at  Havana,  United  States  vice-consul 
general,  Mr.  La  Keintrie,  sent  him  word  that  General  Dulce  had  prom- 
ised him  to  put  him  (Rozas)  at  liberty,  but  it  was  not  done.  He  trusts 
that  the  government  will  give  its  attention  to  his  case. 

Under  date  of  December  17,  1869,  he  transmits  a  sworn  memorial, 
dated  December  7,  1869,  inclosing  a  certified  copy  of  his  naturalization 
certificate,  bearing  date  AugUvSt  3,  1865.  He  then  repeats  the  state 
ments  above  made  at  great  length,  adding  that  he  went  to  Cuba  and 
entered  business  in  1865,  and  had  registered  himself  in  the  United  States 
consulate  general  at  Havana  as  an  Americen  citizen.  He  was  arrested 
near  Guanabacoa,  and  his  i)apers  taken  and  not  returned.  He  escape<i 
from  Fernando  Po  on  August  4,  1869,  in  an  open  boat,  and  fell  in  with 
the  English  steamer  Congo,  which  brought  him  to  Liverpool,  whence  he 
reached  the  United  States.  He  incloses  the  certificate  of  a  physician  to 
the  effect  that  he  has  contracted  a  chronic  disease  from  exposure  to 
the  fever  and  malaria  at  Fernando  Po.  He  makes  a  claim  for  |)er8onal 
outrages  and  destruction  of  property  and  business  for  $200,000. 

In  a  further  memorial,  dated  March  24,  1870,  Rozas  refers  to  the  pre 
ceding,  and  discriminates  between  the  personal  outrage  and  seizure  and 
destruction  of  his  business.  He  then  states  that  his  tobacco  store  and 
stock  in  Aguila  street,  between  Reina  and  Esbretta,  in  Havana,  were 
worth  $20,200,  and  asks  an  immediate  demand  upon  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment for  this  amount,  without  prejudice  to  his  claim  in  satisfaction 
of  personal  damages. 


No.  18. 

MOSES  TAYLOR  &  CO. 

Hon.  William  M.  Evarts,  under  date  of  September  8,  1869,  transmits 
a  memorial  of  Moses  Taylor  &  Co.,  to  the  effect  that  on  or  before  the  3d 
of  Ai)ril,  1869,  A.  F.  Bramosio  sold  to  their  firm  certain  real  estate  and 
personal  securities  in  Cuba,  of  which  a  schedule  is  annexed,  and  the 
sale  was  complete  in  all  respects  on  that  dat^ ;  that  on  the  15th  of  April, 
while  they  were  in  full  possession,  through  their  agents,  of  the  estates  and 
securities,  an  order  of  embargo  was  issued  and  the  property  taken  from 
them.  They  pray  that  they  may  be  restored  to  their  rights  through  the 
intervention  of  this  government. 

Mr.  Plumb,  to  whom  the  case  Avas  given  with  instructions  to  secure 
the  release  of  the  property,  in  dispateh  No.  221,  reports  that  he  pre- 
sented it  to  the  superior  iwlitical  governor,  and  gave  him  a  copy  of  the 
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papers ;  and  that  he  received  a  reply,  on  November  10,  fix)m  the  secretary, 
that  as  soou  as  an  examination  coukl  be  made  the  decision  would  be 
given  to  him. 

On  March  31,  1870,  Mr.  Biddle  was  instructed  by  telegi*aph  "  to  rep- 
resent the  case  ^  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  ask  release. 

In  dispatch  Xo.  46,  of  April  1,  1870,  Mr.  Biddle  acknowledges  the 
above  telegram,  and  incloses  a  copy  of  his  note  to  the  Captain  General, 
again  calling  attention  to  the  case. 

In  dispatch  No.  58,  of  April  8,  1870,  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  a  copy  of  the 
acting  governor's  reply  to  the  above,  to  the  effect  that  the  embargo  can- 
not be  raised  until  certain  examinations,  now  in  progress  in  New  York, 
are  concluded,  and  that  the  Spanisli  government  has  grave  suspicions  in 
the  case. 


No.  19. 


LOUIS    C.   MADEIRA,    FOR     HIMSELF    AND    THE    FIRM    OF    MADEIRA    & 

CABADA. 

In  a  memorial  to  this  department,  dated  May  16, 1870,  Mr.  Madeira 
states  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  resides  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  is  a  partner  of  the  firm  of  Ma<leira  &  Cabada.  The  principal 
business  of  the  firm  consists  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  sugar  and  mo- 
lasses from  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  in  the  conduct  of  the  business  it  is 
necessary  for  a  representative  or  member  of  the  firm  to  make  an  occa- 
sional visit  to  that  island.  In  November,  1868,  Mr.  E.  F.  Cabada,  his 
partner,  went  to  Cuba  in  the  interest  of  the  firm,  and  was  arrested,  im- 
prisoned, and  afterward  released,  upon  condition  of  going  to  Spain,  and 
not  direct  to  the  United  States,  as  is  fully  set  forth  in  the  protest  of  Mr. 
Cabada.  In  consequence  of  his  imprisonment  and  banishment  from  the 
island,  the  business  of  the  firm  was  very  seriously  embarrassed,  not  only 
from  the  loss  in  debts  due  the  firm,  which  it  was  Mr.  Cabada's  intention 
to  collect,  but  also  from  the  failure  occasioned  by  these  proceedings  to 
purchase  sugar,  which  had  also  been  the  object  of  his  visit.  For  loss 
in  debts  due  the  firm  he  claims  indemnity  in  the  sum  of  $50,000,  and 
for  further  losses  from  the  embarrassment  of  their  business,  the  sum  of 
$200,000. 


Xo.20. 
AURELIO  ARANGO. 

In  his  memorial  to  this  department,  dated  May  12, 1870,  he  sets  forth 
that  he  was  naturalized  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  on  August  25, 
1853,  and  annexes  a  copy  of  his  certificate.  He  represents  himself  as  a 
general  partner  of  the  firm  of  Mora  &  Arango,  doing  business  in  the  city 
of  New^  York ;  and  that  the  business  of  the  house  is  almost  entirely  con- 
fined to  the  products  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  1870,  the  Spanish  authorities  of  Sagim  la  Grande 
issued  an  order  directing  the  seizure  of  the  property  of  the  firm  of 
Mora  &  Arango,  to  its  serious  injury,  and  the  only  reason  assigned  for 
the  act  is  the  decree  of  embargo  against  the  property  of  Fausto  Mora. 
No  decree  of  embargo  ha«  been  issued  against  him,  (Arango,)  nor  has 
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any  charge  or  complaint  been  made  against  him  by  the  Spanish  author- 
ities. He  asserts  that  the  seizare  was  made  arbitraiily  and  unlawt'nlly, 
and  that  already  large  sums  have  been  taken  by  the  Spanish  autboh- 
ties  under  the  decree.  He  protests,  in  his  own  name  and  the  uanae  of 
the  firm,  and  prays  the  protection  of  the  United  States  and  such  repa- 
ration as  he  is  entitled  to. 


IV. — ^LlST  OF  PERSONS,  SAID  TO  BE  CITIZENS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
WHO  ARE  SAID  TO  HAVE  BEEN  UNLAWFULLY  IMPRISONED  AND  HELD 
(INCOMUNICADO)  DURING  THE  HOSTILITIES  IN  CUBA. 

No.  1. 

JOSfi  VICENTE  BRITO. 

Hon.  John  P.  Stockton,  under  date  of  March  18, 1869,  communicatee 
to  the  department  the  printed  protest  of  Mr.  Brito,  dated  at  New  Bruns- 
wick, New  Jersey,  on  March  1,  1860.  In  this  document  it  is  stated  that 
he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  that  while  near  Pinar  del  Kio,  in 
January  and  February  last,  his  correspondence  was  violated  by  the 
district  governor,  Bartolome  Ruiz ;  that  he  was  arrested  in  the  city  of 
Havana  on  February  12  by  the  political  governor,  and  confined  in  a  dark 
dungeon,  without  communication  with  his  friends  and  in  ignorance  of 
the  charge  against  him ;  that  no  trial  was  given  him  in  accordance 
with  the  law ;  and  that  he  was  released  after  four  days'  imprisonment 
and  forbidden  to  return  to  the  island.  He  claims  damages  for  loss  in 
health  and  business  in  the  amount  of  $20,000. 

On  December  22, 1869,  the  vice-consul  general  at  Havana  was  in- 
structed to  present  the  case  to  the  authorities,  and  endeavor  to  obtain 
such  reparation  as  the  case  might  require.  A  copy  of  Brito's  printed 
memorial  of  March  1, 1869,  was  inclosed  at  the  same  time. 

In  No  24r,  of  December  31, 1869,  Mr.  Hall  states  that  the  case  has  tis 
attention. 

In  No.  36,  of  January  15,  1870,  Mr.  Hall  reports  that  he  has  not  been 
able  to  obtain  any  information  that  does  not  tend  to  confirm  Mr.  Brito's 
statements,  further  than  that  he  seems  to  have  been  suspected  by  the 
authorities  of  Havana  and  Pinar  del  Rio,  and  was  not  known  to  them 
as  a  United  States  citizen.  He  incloses  a  letter  for  Mr.  Brito  contain- 
ing questions,  the  replies  to  which  will  enable  him  to  make  a  fuller  in- 
vestigation of  his  case. 

Under  date  of  January  24, 1870,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hall's  letter  above 
mentioned,  Mr.  Brito  statc»s  that  he  is  a  native  of  Cuba,  but  natural- 
ized as  a  United  States  citizen  on  January  14,  1850;  that  he  has  not 
resided  in  Cuba  as  a  native  of  the  island  since  his  naturalization  ;  that 
he  never  visited  Cuba  with  a  Spanish  passport  sino^  his  naturalization ; 
that  he  was  known  to  the  Spanish  authorities  as  such  citizen  in  1856; 
and  that  he  proved  his  citizenship  in  Havana  on  his  arrest  in  February. 
1869 ;  that  he  has  never  known  of  any  charge  of  "  infidencia  ^  i)ending 
against  him  at  Havana ;  or  that  his  arrest  had  any  relation  to  snch  a 
charge. 

AVith  dispatch  No.  56,  of  April  5,  Mr,  Biddle  incloses  a  report  of  Con- 
sul Hall  at  Matanzas,  dated  March  25,  on  Brito's  ca«e,  and  generally 
confirmatory  of  his  statements,  and  accompanied  by  copies  of  pai)ers 
relating  to  the  case. 
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:no.  2. 
theodore  cabus. 

He  was  naturalized  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  at  New  York, 
on  September  3,  1867.  He  is  first  reported  by  Mr.  Hall,  vice-consul 
general  at  Havana,  in  dispatch  No.  9,  of  March  20,  1869,  as  condemned 
to  ten  years'  imprisonment  for  being  engaged  in  the  Puente  de  Chavez 
riots, 

Mr.  Plumb,  under  date  of  July  12,  dispatch  No.  70,  says  that 
Cabias  was  arrested  the  January  previous,  at  Matanzas,  and  confined 
in  a  close  cell  from  the  12th  of  that  month  to  the  2d  of  February,  under 
charge  of  complicity  in  the  Leon  and  Medina  conspiracy.  It  was 
proved  on  his  trial,  which  took  place  on  March  11,  that  he  was  not 
present  at  the  time  of  the  riots.  On  the  10th  of  April  Cabias  was  noti- 
fied that  the  supreme  court  of  justice  had  absolved  him,  but  he  was  still 
confined  to  his  cell  up  to  April  17.  From  this  date  he  was  held  as  a 
"  vagi-ant."  Mr.  Plumb  also  reports  that  General  Dule^  had  informed 
Mr.  Hall,  vice-consul  general,  that  Cabias  had  been  released,  (without 
mentioning  any  date,)  but  he  was  still  in  prison  on  May  28,  at  which 
time  he  addressed  a  letter  to  this  department,  requesting  its  interces- 
sion, and  stating  that  the  charge  now  alleged  against  him  was  that  of 
vagrancy. 

On  June  5,  1869,  the  department  instructed  the  United  States  con- 
sul general  with  reference  to  this  letter,  to  take  such  action  to  secure 
his  release  as  he  thought  necessary  and  proper. 

The  political  secretary,  Mr.  Fernandez,  on  July  10,  informed  Mr. 
Plumb,  consul  general,  that  a  further  report  concerning  Cabias  had 
been  sought  at  Matanzas. 

In  dispatch  No.  72,  of  July  12,  Mr.  Plumb  adds: 

TLere  seems  some  strong  reluctance  to  release  Cabias ;  and  it  has  been  reported  that 
he  Tvas  acquitted  under  the  Leon  and  Medina  prosecution,  only  because  his  execution 
was  not  desired  for  the  reason  that  lie  held  papers  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

On  July  17  he  informs  the  department  that  the  case  of  Cabias  had 
been  removed  to  the  care  of  the  Captain  General,  and  he  would  be 
placed  at  Mr.  Plumb's  disposal  to  leave  the  island. 


No.  3. 

EMILIO  F.  CABADA. 

The  department  was  informed  in  a  letter  dated  19th  February,  1869, 
from  Mrs.  Emilie  Button,  of  Philadelphia,  of  Mr.  Cabada's  arrest  and 
imprisonment,  and  was  requested  to  interpose  for  his  release. 

On  the  20th  February  a  note  was  addressed  to  the  Spanish  minister, 
which,  after  referring  to  the  absence  of  any  oflScial  intelligence  of  the 
event,  said : 

I  will  thank  yon  to  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of  the  report,  and  also,  if  it 
should  turn  out  t«  be  well  founded,  the  charges  that  may  have  been  preferred  against 
Mr.  Cabada. 

On  the  22d  of  February  the  department  instructed  our  minister  at 
Madrid  to  present  the  case  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  request 
the  charges  against  Mr.  Cabada.    It  also  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
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Spanish  goverument  might  not  find  it  incompatible  with  its  safety  to 
release  the  prisoner  and  restore  him  to  his  family. 

On  February  23  the  department  instructed  the  vice-consul  general  to 
inquire  concerning  Mr.  Cabada's  arrest,  and  ascertain  the  charges 
against  him  and  report. 

On  February  24  the  Spanish  minister  in  reply  stated  that  he  bad 
no  information  of  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Cabada,  but  would  seek  it  and  com- 
municate it  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Under  date  of  February  26  the  vice-consul  general  at  Havana,  in 
his  No.  140,  reports  that  Cabada  left  Cienfuegos  on  February  7,  and 
on  his  arrival  at  Havana  was  arrested,  his  person  and  papers  searched, 
and  the  latter  taken  from  him,  but  afterward  returned.  He  was  taken 
to  Morro  Ca«tle,  and  after  eight  days'  imprisonment  was  released,  with- 
out any  trial,  on  condition  of  going  to  Spain  and  not  direct  to  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Cabada,  in  his  protest,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  November  4,  1869, 
states  that  he  is  a  native  of  Cuba,  but  naturalized  on  September  27, 
1850 ;  that  "  at  the  date  of  his  naturalization  and  part  of  the  time  since,'' 
he  has  resided  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  did  business  as  one  of  the  firm 
of  Madeira  &  Cabada,  of  that  city ;  that  in  November,  1868,  he  went  to 
Cuba  on  business  of  the  firm,  and  for  no  other  purpose,  and  that  he 
interfered  in  no  way  with  political  matters ;  that  he  obtained  a  certifi- 
cate that  he  was  a  United  States  citizen  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  and  with 
this  in  possession  he  went  to  Havana,  and  was  there  arrested  on  the 
7th  of  February,  his  papers  searched,  and  himself  confined  in  Morro 
Castle }  that  after  eight  days  he  was  released  on  condition  of  going  to 
Spain,  and  that  "  he  would  not  go  back  to  the  United  States,"  He 
arrived  at  Cadiz  on  March  21,  1869. 

That  he  has  never  been  informed  of  any  charges  against  him ;  that 
he  lost  by  this  interruption  to  his  business  about  $40,000  in  debts  due 
him,  and  a  large  amount  which  would  have  been  made  from  the  rise  in 
sugar,  had  he  been  allowed  to  make  his  purchases.*  He  therefore  prays 
indemnity  in  $150,000. 

Under  date  of  April  14, 1869,  the  vice-consul  general  incloses  a  copy 
of  a  note,  dated  April  12,  from  the  political  secretary,  which  states  that 
Mr.  Cabada  was  arrested  upon  supposed  complicity  Vith  the  insmrgents 
at  Cienfuegos,  but  no  cause  lor  proceedings  against  him  being  found  he 
had  been  released. 


No.  4. 
LUCAS  A.  DE  CASTRO. 

He  became  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  on  September 
18, 1850.  His  arrest  took  place  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  in  March,  1869, 
and  he  was  transferred,  without  examination  or  trial,  and  without  notice 
to  the  United  States  consul,  to  Havana.  The  consul  general  appealed 
for  his  release  in  August,  to  which  the  political  secretary  replied  that 
he  was  held  on  grave  charges,  and  the  case  was  still  pending.  It  is  not 
alleged  that  he  had  concealed  his  citizenship  or  held  office  since  his  nat- 
uralization under  the  Spanish  government. 

On  August  5  it  was  decreed  by  the  government  that  he  be  trans- 
ported to  Spain  for  the  disposition  of  the  supreme  government  at 
Madrid. 
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No.  5. 
JOSEPH  DUANY. 

The  cousul  general  at  Havana,  in  his  dispatch  No.  154,  of  June  10, 
1870,  reports  that  Duany,  who  is  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  residing  with  his  family  in  New  York,  was  arrested  on  the  8th 
previous,  while  obtaining  his  passport  to  leave  Cuba.  Upon  an  inter- 
view, he  represented  that  he  was  wholly  unaware  of  the  motives  for  his 
arrest.  He  brought  dispatches  from  the  consul  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  to 
the  United  States  consul  general  at  Havana.  On  the  day  of  his  arrest  his 
effects  were  searched,  and  his  naturalization  papers  and  United  States 
passport  taken  from  them.  On  June  10  the  consul  general  addressed  a 
note  to  the  superior  political  governor,  in  which  he  presented  the  facts 
of  the  case,  and  protested  against  the  action  of  the  authorities,  and  re- 
quested the  return  of  the  naturalization  papers  and  passport. 

In  his  No.  166,  of  June  17,  the  consul  general  reports  Duany  as  still 
in  prison,  and  that  the  cause  of  his  arrest  was  that  he  was  thought  to 
be  the  son  of  Count  Duany. 

The  consul  general  incloses  the  reply  of  the  superior  political  gov- 
ernor to  his  note  of  the  10th  of  June,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the 
Spanish  authorities  wished  to  ascertain  if  the  prisoner  was  the  son  of 
Count  Duany,  against  whom  there  are  serious  accusations.  He  admits 
the  taking  of  the  naturalization  papers,  and  asserts  that  Duany  was 
naturalized  in  September,  1869,  which  fact  was  sufficient  to  make  him 
suspected.  He  states  that  the  government  will  release  him  after  proper 
investigation. 

On  June  12  the  consul  general  telegraphed  the  department  that  he 
had  demanded  Duany's  release. 

On  June  13  the  consul  general  addressed  a  note  to  the  superior  polit- 
ical authority,  regretting  that  Duany  was  still  imprisoned.  He  narrates 
the  anteceilents  of  Duany  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  claims  that  what- 
ever may  be  the  case  of  the  father  of  Duany,  the  innocent  son  should 
not  be  punished,  especially  after  the  expiration  of  years  and  a  change  of 
nationality.  He,  therefore,  renews  thiB  application  for  his  release,  and 
informs  the  governor  that  the  case  will  be  represented  to  the  depart- 
ment, as  one  requiring  exemplary  damages. 

On  June  22  he  telegraphs  that  Duany  is  released. 


No.  6. 

GABRIEL  SUAREZ  DEL  VILLAR. 

A  citizen  of  the  United  States  by  naturalization,  June  28, 1854.  He 
was  arrested  and  imprisoned  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  in  March,  and,  with- 
out trial  or  notice  to  the  United  States  consul  there,  sent  to  Havana. 
The  governor  of  Trinidad  refused  to  give  the  consul  any  particulars  of 
the  offense,  but  referred  him  to  the  Captain  General  at  Havana. 

On  May  10  the  consul  at  Trinidad  with  reference  to  this  case,  and 
such  similar  ones  as  might  arise,  was  furnished  for  his  guidance  with  a 
copy  of  the  following  instructions  to  the  vice-consul  general  at  Havana, 
dated  May  3 : 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  No.  30,  stating  that  in  several 
cases  native-horn  Cuhansi,  after  having  heeu  naturalized  as  citizens  of  the  United 
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States,  have  returned  to  Cuba,  have  resided  there  permanently  without  disGloeing  the 
change  in  their  allegiance,  and  in  some  caacs  have  accepted  offices  that  can  only  be 
held  uy  Spaninh  subjects;  and  asking  instructions  to  guide  you  in  such  caseB,  shoald 
your  official  int^irfereiice  be  asked.  In  reply  I  have  to  say  that  it  is  manifestly  im- 
possible to  lay  down  rules  to  govern  your  proceedings  in  every  such  case  that  may  nnm. 

Naturalized  and  native-born  citizens  are  entitled  to  the  same  protection  from  the 
government  when  in  a  foreign  country;  and  both  in  such  case  are  ordinarily  subject 
to  the  laws  of  such  country,  and  are  bound  to  observe  such  laws  to  the  same  extent  to 
which  its  own  citizens  or  subjects  are  bound. 

If  they  reside  in  such  foreign  country  so  as  to  become  domiciled  there,  they  further 
take  upon  themselves  the  duties  and  obligations  toward  the  government  of  thit 
country  which  attach  to  permanent  re8ident«. 

It  is  also  possible  for  a  naturalized  citizen,  by  returning  to  his  native  couDtry  sad 
residing  there  with  an  evident  int>ent  to  remain,  or  by  accepting  offices  there  incon- 
sistent with  his  adopted  citizenship,  or  by  concealing  for  a  length  of  time  the  fact  of 
his  naturalization  and  passing  himself  as  a  citizen  of  his  native  country,  until  occasktt 
may  make  it  his  interest  to  ask  the  intervention  of  the  country  of  his  adoption,  or  ia 
other  ways  which  may  show  an  intent  to  abandon  his  acquired  rights,  t4>  so  far  reeniw 
his  original  allegiance  as  to  absolve  the  ^oveniment  of  his  adopted  country  from  the 
obligation  to  protect  him  as  a  citizen  while  he  remains  in  his  native  land. 

In  the  cases  that  may  come  before  you,  you  mnst  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  de- 
termining whether  each  applicant  for  your  interference  has  in  gootl  faith  maintained 
his  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  assured  that  this  department  will  sustain  yon  so 
long  as  you  adhere  to  the  X)rinciple8  of  this  instruction. 
I  am,  &c.,  &C.J 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

On  May  12  the  departmeut  addressed  the  consul  at  Trinidad  iis 
follows : 

No.  49.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingttm,  May  \%  1869. 

Sir  :  Yom*  despatch  No.  5,  inclosing  copies  of  a  correspondence  between  voorself 
and  the  governor  of  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  relative  to  the  arrest  and  detention  of  four  cer- 
tain persons,  all  of  Spanish  origin,  who  (you  claimed)  were  entitled  to  your  official  in- 
tervention, has  been  received. 

It  appears  that  in  April  last,  Jos^  M.  Yaldespino,  Rafiiel  Yingut,  Gabriel  Snarez  del 
ViUar,  and  Francisco  de  Yraragorri  were  arrested  by  order  of  the  authorities  at  Trini- 
dad de  Cuba ;  that  jou  interfered  in  their  behalf,  asking  for  the  motives  of  *  their  ar- 
rest,' claiming,  as  vice-consul  of  the  United  States,  that  they  were  American  citizens ; 
that  correspondence  in  regard  to  this  claim  ensued,  in  the  course  of  which  you  forwarded 
to  the  governor  copies  of  the  naturalization  papers  of  each  of  these  gentlemen ;  that  the 
governor  replied  to  this  that  he  had  examined  the  papers  forwardeil  by  yon,  and  it  ap- 
l>eared  that  only  Mr.  Suarez  del  Villar  was  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  State**, 
and  that  each  of  the  other  gentlemen  had  only  declared  his  intention  to  become  sach 
citizen  ;  that  the  governor  thereupon  conceded  that  Mr.  Suarez  del  Villar  was  entitled 
to  the  prerogatives  of  United  States  citizenship,  unless  he  had  broken  the  laws  of  Cuba, 
or  had  renounced  his  adopted  citizenship  ;  and  that  as  to  the  three  other  persons,  th** 
governor  demanded  to  know  whether  you  still  claimed  for  them  the  rights  of  citiwns 
of  the  United  States  ;  that  you  replied,  reasserting  the  right  of  these  gentlemen  toyoar 
official  intervention  and  protection,  (referring  to  the  case  of  Martin  Kosta,)  and  further 
saying  that  the  case  was  submitted  to  your  government,  and  you  must  abide  by  \U  de- 
cision ;  and  that  the  governor  replied,  reasserting  his  position,  and  denying  the  appli- 
cability of  the  Kosta  precedent. 

In  reply,  now,  to  your  dispatch,  I  have  to  say  that  your  action  touching  Mr.  Gabriel 
Suarez  del  Villar  is  approved,  and  that  your  action  in  regard  to  the  other  gentlemen 
named  in  the  correspondence  is  not  approved. 

The  late  distinguished  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Marcy,  was  very  careftil  in  his  elabo- 
rate letter  concerning  the  case  of  Martin  Kosta  not  to  commit  tliis  government  to  the 
obligation  or  to  the  propriety  of  using  the  force  of  the  nation  for  the  protection  of  foi^ 
eign-bom  persons  who,  after  declaring  their  intention  to  become  at  some  future  time 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  leave  its  shores  to  return  to  their  native  country.  He 
showed  clearly  that  Kosta  hswl  been  expatriated  by  Austria,  and  required  to  reside  out- 
«do  her  jurisdiction ;  that  at  the  time  of  his  seizure  he  was  not  on  Austrian  soil,  or 
where  Austria  could  claim  him  by  treaty  stipulations ;  that  the  seizure  was  an  act  of 
lawless  violence,  which  every  law-abiding  man  was  entitled  to  resist :  and  he  took  especial 
care  to  insist  that  the  case  was  to  be  judged,  not  bj'^  the  municipal  laws  of  the  United 
States,  not  by  the  local  laws  of  Turkey,  not  by  the  conventions  Ijetween  Turkey  and 
Austria,  but  by  the  great  principles  of  mtemational  law.  It  is  true  that  in  the  con- 
cluding part,  of  that  masterly  dispatch  he  did  say  that  a  nation  might  at  its  pleasnre 
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clothe  with  the  rights  of  its  nationality  persons  not  citizens,  who  were  permanently 
domiciled  in  its  borders.  But  it  will  be  observed  by  the  careful  reader  of  that  letter 
that  this  portion  is  supplemental  merely  to  the  main  line  of  tbe  gi*eat  argument,  and 
that  the  Secretary  rests  the  right  of  the  government  to  clothe  the  individual  with  the 
attributes  of  nationality,  not  upon  the  declaration  of  intention  to  become  a  citizen,  but 
upon  the  permanent  domicile  of  the  foreigner  within  the  country. 

To  extend  this  principle  beyond  the  careful  limitation  put  iqion  it  by  Secretary 
Marcy  would  be  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  countrj'.  It  has  been  repeatedly  decided 
by  this  department  that  the  declaration  of  intention  to  become  a  citizen  does  not,  in 
the  absence  of  treaty  stipulations,  so  clothe  the  individual  Avith  the  nationality  of  this 
country  as  to  enable  him  to  return  to  his  native  land  without  being  necessarily  sub- 
ject to  all  the  laws  thereof. 

In  the  present  unhappy  state  of  thin^  in  Cuba  the  Secretary  of  State  can  see  no 
reason  for  departing  from  so  well  established  and  so  wise  a  rule.  He  sees  with  horror 
the  barbarous  proclamations  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  hears  with  regret  of  the 
great  destruction  of  property  caused  by  the  civil  war.  He  earnestly  exhorts  you,  and 
all  other  consuls  of  the  United  States,  to  spare  no  effort  to  protect  the  lives,  the  pro- 
perty, and  the  rights  of  American  citizens  in  this  emergency,  and  he  will  see  with  sat- 
isfaction any  unofficial  efforts  you  may  make  to  shield  the  persons  of  those  who  have 
declare<l  their  intentions  to  become  citizens  from  the  barbarities  of  the  Spanish  volun- 
teers, but  he  desires  me  to  direct  you  hereafter  in  your  official  action  to  observe  the 
rule  laid  down  for  your  guidance  in  this  instruction'. 
I  am,  sir,  your  ob^ieut  servant, 

J.  C.  B.  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Horatio  Fox,  Esti., 

U.  S,  Comulj  Trinidad  de  Cuba. 

He  was  still  in  prison  on  July  12,  when  Mr.  Plumb  appeals  for  his  re- 
lease. The  i)olitical  secretary  informed  him  that  "  grave  charges  were 
still  pending  against '^  Suarez,  and  claimed  that  he  had  lost  his  national- 
ity by  accepting  an  office  requiring  an  oath,  viz :  justice  of  the  peace. 
His  case  was  referred  to  the  ordinary  tribunals,  and  on  August  5  a  de- 
cree was  issued  against  him  "  for  having  accepted  the  offices  of  justice 
of  the  peace  and  member  of  the  common  council  of  Trinidad  without 
having  renounced  his  American  citizenship,  to  which  he  appealed  at  the 
moment  of  being  committed  to  prison,  for  which  reason  he  has  to  legal- 
ize the  validity  of  his  acts  in  the  exercise  of  his  functions." 


No.  7. 
JAMES  M.   EDWARDS. 

-  A  native  of  Bordentown,  New  Jersey.  An  engineer  by  profession, 
and  for  the  last  three  years  employed  on  the  sugar  estate  of  Silverio 
Valerino,  three  miles  distmit  from  Manzaiiillo.  On  the  outbreak  of  the 
insurrection  and  the  establishment  of  martial  law  in  Manzanillo,  through 
the  influence  of  his  employer,  who  was  commander  of  the  militia  cav- 
alry of  the  town,  he  was  provided  with  a  pass  from  the  governor  for  his 
free  entrance  and  exit  in  attending  to  the  business  of  the  estate.  The 
insurgents  frequently  made  their  appearance  on  the  estate,  but  left  him 
undisturbed  in  his  work. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  when  in  Manzanillo  in  the  transaction  of 
his  business,  he  was  arrested  by  the  commissary  of  police,  and  without 
examination  or  charges  made  against  him  committed  to  prison  in  a 
close  cell.  He  was  not  allowed  communication  with  the  acting  United 
States  consular  agent  until  November  30.  On  that  day  he  was  arraigned 
before  the  military  commission  of  which  Colonel  Villars  was  president, 
on  the  charge  of  connivance  with  the  insurgents  and,  in  the  deputy 
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governor's  words,  of  "  carrying  drinkables  in  abundance  to  and  from  the 
town,  which  could  have  no  other  object  than  for  the  insurgents." 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  trial,  in  which,  as  was  admitted  by  the  pros- 
ecution, the  charge  of  complicity  with  the  rebellion  was  in  no  way  con- 
firmed, Colonel  Yillars  informed  Mr.  Bithorn,  acting  United  States 
consular  agent,  that  Mr.  Edwards's  "  innocence  was  fully  established^ 
and  he  could  see  no  reason  for  his  imprisonment,  and  on  the  following 
day  would  send  the  whole  proceedings  fsumaria)  to  the  governor,  with 
the  recommeiidation  that  he  be  set  at  lioerty.''  On  December  1  the  gov- 
ernor informed  Mr.  Bithorn  that  he  had  received  the  proceedings  of  the 
trial,  and  would  forward  the  same  to  the  Captain  General  at  Havana,  bat 
meanwhile  would  keep  Mr.  Edwards  in  prison. 

He  was  confined  until  January  2, 1869,  when  he  was  released.  He 
afterward  discovered  that  his  effects  had  been  appropriated  by  the 
Spanish  soldiers,  who  had  visited  the  estate  daring  his  imprisonment. 

Under  dat^  of  January  o,  1869,  the  vice-consul  general  was  informed 
that  his  efforts  to  secure  the  release  of  Mr.  Edwards  were  approved. 

Under  date  of  February  15,  1869,  (inclosed  by  Senator  A.  J.  CattelU 
Edwards  repeats  his  statements,  and  demands  indemnity  in  the  sum  of 
$50,000. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  dispatch  Xo.  131,  the  department 
said: 

However  iDnccent  the  conduct  and  purposes  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  fact  that  he  was 
frequently  passing  and  repassing  between  the  lines  of  the  insurgents  and  a  town  gar- 
risoned by  loyal  troops  exposed lilm  to  such  necessary  suspicion  as  to  excnae  his  tem- 
porary detention  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  case.  Many  foreigners  were  sab- 
lected  by  the  agents  of  this  government  to  the  exceptional  police  of  war  during;  the 
late  rebellion,  and  it  is  indisposed  to  encourage  any  claim  which  could  be  cited  as  a 
precedent  against  us  for  vindictive  or  exaggerated  damages.  There  are  some  incon- 
veniences attending  residence  in  a  country  which  is  the  theater  of  rebeUion,  which 
are  practically  irremediable,  and  must  be  Ijorne  as  a  share  of  the  common  misfortune. 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  Mr.  E  J  wards  will  ba  sufficiently  moderate  in  his  de- 
mands as  to  justify  the  hope  of  a  speedy  settlement  when  tranquillity  shall  be  restored 
to  Cuba. 


No.  8. 
CHARLES  JEMOT. 

Mr.  Plumb's  dispatch  No.  70,  dated  July  12,  reports  that  Jemot  is  a 
native  of  the  United  States,  but  has  resided  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba.  He 
was  arrested  in  the  beginning  of  May  at  that  place,  and  accused  of 
conveying  information  to  the  insurgents.  A  letter  said  to  have  been 
written  by  him,  containing  information  of  military  movements,  was 
found  among  effects  he  was  forwarding  to  his  farm  in  the  country. 

But  there  are  proofs  that  on  account  of  a  nervous  affection  of  the 
hand  he  can  hardly  write,  and  certainly  not  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
letter.  At  the  same  time  no  proof  exists  that  he  had  any  knowledge 
whatever  of  the  letter,  or  of  its  being  sent  through  such  a  channel. 
His  farm  had  already  been  laid  waste  by  the  insurgents,  and  he  had  no 
reason  to  feel  well  disposed  toward  them.  He  was  tried  and  sentenced 
to  ten  years'  imprisonment.  His  release  was  solicited  through  Mr. 
Plumb  by  Jos6  M.  Morales,  colonel  of  volunteers  in  Havana. 

In  reply  to  the  appeal  of  the  consul  general  for  his  pardon  and  re- 
lease, the  political  secretary,  under  date  of  July  10,  says  that  '^  it  is  not 
within  the  faculties  of  the  captain  general  to  alter  the  sentence." 

Mr.  Plumb,  in  dispatch  No.  236,  of  November  20,  refers  to  his  No.  70. 
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Mr.  Jeinot  is  spoken  of  as  a  native  of  the  United  States  resident  at 
Trinidad,  and  sentenced  by  a  military  court  to  imprisonment  for  life 
for  complicity  with  the  insurrection.  In  consequence,  however,  of  Mr. 
Plumb's  exertions  in  his  behalf,  he  has  been  released  and  placed  at  his 
disposal,  on  condition  of  leaving  the  island,  without  permission  to  re- 
turn.   Mr.  Jemot  leaves  for  Jamaica  on  December  6, 1869. 


Xo.  9. 
UOUGLASS  McGREGOK. 

Mr.  Fox,  United  States  consul  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  in  his  dispatch 
No.  23,  of  September  24,  says  that  on  the  12th  previous  he  was  in- 
formed of  the  arrest  of  McGregor,  an  engineer  by  occupation,  upon 
charges  brought  b3'  a  negro  employed  on  the  same  estate.  The  owner 
of  the  estate,  who  is  "intimately"  known  to  Mr.  Fox,  assured  him  that 
the  charge  of  complicity  with  the  insurrection  was  instigated  by  malice, 
Mr.  McGregor  and  the  informant  having  had  personal  difficulties  on  sev- 
eral occasions.  On  Mr.  Fox's  stating  the  case  to  the  governor  at  Trini- 
dad, his  communication  was  returned.  On  September  29  Mr.  Fox  in- 
formed Mr.  Plumb  that  McGregor  had  been  condemned  to  death. 

Mr.  Plumb,  in  dispatch  No.  178,  of  October  11,  states  that  on  bring- 
ing the  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  political  secretary  on  September  30, 
he  was  told  that  they  had  no  information  concerning  the  case  further 
than  of  the  arrest.    The  case  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Havana. 

Under  date  of  November  6,  in  dispatch  No.  214,  Mr.  Plumb  states 
that  the  case  had  been  examined  and  Mr.  McGregor  placed  at  his  dis- 
posal upon  condition  that  he  leave  the  island.  His  release  dates  from 
October  31,  18C9. 

On  November  24,  1809,  the  department  approved  and  thanked  the 
consul  general  for  his  action  in  the  matter. 


No.  10. 
THOMAS  MIRANDA. 

Mr.  Plumb,  in  his  dispatch  No.  99,  of  August  5,  informs  the  depart- 
ment that  his  attention  was  directed  to  the  case  by  a  paragraph  from 
the  New  York  Tribune,  of  July  8  last,  in  which  Mr.  Miranda  is  repre- 
sented as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  born  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida, 
in  1822.  At  the  time  of  his  arrest  he  was  residing  on  his  farm  at  Ma- 
riel,  about  thirty-three  miles  west  of  Havana.  It  is  stated  in  the  extract 
from  the  Tribune,  which  purports  to  be  a  letter  from  his  sister,  that  he 
was  arrested  in  his  own  house,  and  conducted  to  prison  at  Guanajay,on 
the  9th  of  June,  and  transferred  to  Havana  on  the  17th  following. '  He 
was  placed  in  an  iron  cage  of  the  prison,  which  is  ordinarily  assigned 
to  fjrreat  malefactors. 

On  presenting  the  case  to  the  Captain  General,  Mr.  Plumb  was  in- 
formed by  the  pNolitical  secretary  that  Miranda  was  arrested  on  suspicion 
of  complicity  with  the  insurrection,  and  that  at  that  time  (August  5)  his 
ease  was  before  a  military  court. 

Mr.  Plumb,  in  his  No.  235,  of  November  26,  1869,  refers  to  his  No.  99, 
of  August  6,  and  adds  that,  while  Miranda  is  said  to  \yo  a  native  of 


Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


206  SEIZURE    OF   AMERICAN   VESSELS   AND 

Florida,  he  has  resided  ia  Cuba  since  early  life.  The  trial  resulted  in  a 
sentence  of  expulsion  to  Spain.  Mr.  Plumb  applied,  however,  at  the 
request  of  Miranda's  friends,  for  permission  for  him  to  reside  on  the 
Isle  of  Pines,  which  was  granted. 


:N^o.  11. 

JOHN  E.  POWERS. 

In  dispatch  No.  64,  of  April  13, 1870,  from  Havana,  Mr.  Biddle  incloses 
a  dispatch,  also  No.  64,  of  April  8,  from  the  United  States  consul 
at  Trinidad,  containing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Ferdinand  Duncan,  dated 
April  4,  at  Sancti  Spiritus,  stating  that  Powers  was  taken  on  April  3, 
and  imprisoned.  He  (Ferdinand  Duncan)  was  refused  permission  to 
see  him.    Requests  the  consul's  intervention. 

The  consul  at  Trinidad  states  that  Powers  is  registered  at  the  consul- 
ate as  a  native-bom  United  States  citizen,  by  occupation  an  engineer, 
and  has  been  employed  for  over  a  year  on  the  '^  road  "  (apparently  rail- 
road) from  Sancti  Spiritus  to  Las  Tunas.  He  has  known  Mr.  Powers 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  describes  him  as  a  worthy,  respectable  man. 

Mr.  Biddle,  on  April  11,  applied  for  Powers's  release,  to  the  superior 
political  governor. 

Mr.  Biddle's  action  was  approved  by  the  department  on  April  27,  and 
he  was  requested  to  keep  the  department  informed  of  the  case. 

In  dispatch  No.  92,  of  May  4,  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  by  him  on  that  date  to  the  United  States  consul  at  Trinidad 
de  Cuba,  asking  for  further  information,  and  adds  that,  as  far  as  he  has 
been  informed,  the  case  of  Mr.  Powers  does  not  seem  to  be  complicated 
with  questions  concerning  the  insurrection,  but  arises  from  his  conduct 
<as  engineer. 

In  dispatch  No.  115,  of  May  18,  Mr.  Biddle  gives  an  extraet  from  No. 
79,  from  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  which  states  that  "Mrs.  Powers  writes  to 
her  mother  that  her  husband  has  been  tried  and  pronounced  by  the 
court  *  not  guilty.' " 

Under  date  of  May  30,  Mr.  Biddle  telegraphs  that  Powers  has  been 
released. 

In  his  No.  136  Mr.  Biddle  gives  an  extract  from  No.  82,  from  Trinidad 
de  Cuba,  which  says: 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing  you  that  the  charges  against  Mr.  Powers  have 
not  been  proved,  and  that  he  is  at  Uberty. 

With  his  No.  149,  of  June  8, 1870,  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  a  copy  of  bis 
No.  21  to  the  consul  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  of  same  date,  requesting  to 
be  informed  if  Mr.  Powers  makes  any  claim  for  damages. 

On  June  1  the  department  dircicted  the  consul  general  to  communi- 
cate any  claim  which  Mr.  Powers  might  make  for  his  imprisonment. 


No.  12. 

MRS.  WILLIAM  S.  LYNN,  MKS.  PRATS,  AND  ELIZA  AND  AtJRELIA  CUDUPP. 

The  consul  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  in  dispatch  No.  39,  of  Februarj'  17, 
1870,  transmits  the  protest  of  William  S.  Lynn. 
The  protest  st*ite8  that  on  February  12,  1870,  his  house  was  invaded 
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and  searobed,  with  great  indignity  to  the  occupants,  by  the  police  of 
the  city,  without  any  show  of  authority  or  explanation ;  that  his  wife — 
an  aged  woman — and  her  step-daught^^r  were  arrested  and  (confined  in 
the  public  jail,  and  that  no  coipniunication  was  allowed  with  them; 
that  both  the  prisoners  were  in  poor  heiilth,  and  that  the  step-daughter 
has  a  young  family  needing  her  attention  ;  that  he  is  ignorant  of  the 
cause  of  these  proceedings,  and  he  <loes  not  perceive  any  good  reason 
for  not  confining  them  to  their  own  house. 

In  dispatch  No.  63,  dated  February  20,  1870,  Mr.  Hall,  vice-consul 
general,  states  that  on  receiving  notice  of  the  case  he  immediately 
brought  it  before  the  authorities,  and  receive^l  in  reply  a  memorandum 
(which  he  incloses)  to  the  ett'ect  that  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Trin- 
idad, on  the  20th  of  February,  says  that  the  military  fiscal  has  instituted 
proceedings  agaiust  eight  women,  including  Eliza  and  Aurelia  Cudlipp, 
daughters  of  an  American  citizen,  and  two  men,  "in  consequence  of 
sundry  eflfects  taken  from  a  negro,  which  were  sent  by  them  to  the  in- 
surgents;" that  among  l^hem  is  the  Mrs.  Lynn  referred  to,  who  is  alleged 
to  he  the  mother  of  the  Chief  (cabecilla)  Sportuno,  and  of  another  son, 
a  captain  in  the  insurgent  army.  ""_""  

On  March  8,  1870,  Mr.  Biddle  was  informed  (dispatx^h  No.  12)  that 
the  case  of  Mrs.  Lynn  had  been  laid  before  the  Spanish  minister. 

Under  date  of  March  10,  (No.  20,)  Mr.  Biddle  states  that  he  was  in- 
formed on  that  day  by  the  political  secretary  that  an  order  for  Mrs. 
Lynn's  release  had  been  issued,  but  that  a  police  surveillance  would  be 
maintained  over  her. 

In  his  dispatch  No.  32,  of  March  17,  1870,  Mr.  Biddle  Informs  the 
dep£utment  that  Mrs.  Lynn  was  released  on  Monday,  March  7.  The 
daughter-in-law  (Mrs.  Prats)  had  not  been  released,  and  Mr.  Biddle  was 
informed  by  the  political  secretary  that  the  government  had  ^' irre- 
futable" proof  of  her  complicity  with  the  insurrection.  An  order  would 
be  given  to  try  the  case  as  soon  as  possible. 

With  dispatch  No.  37,  of  March  23,  1870,  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  copy  of 
dispatch  No.  58,  from  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  which  states  that  tlie  prisoners 
have  been  notified  to  name  their  counsel,  (defensores,)  and  would  soon 
be  tried. 

With  dispatch  No.  63,  of  April  13,  Mr.  Biddle  transmits  a  copy  of 
No.  65,  from  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  which  infonns  him  that  the  decision  of 
the  military  court  is,  that  Mrs.  Lynn  be  set  free,  and  her  daughter  (Mrs. 
Prats)  be  imprisoned  during  the  insurrection. 

The  consul  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba  further  states  that  he  has  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Lynn,  saying  his  wife  is  very  desirous  of  leaving  the 
island,  but  does  not  wish  to  do  so  with  her  daughter  in  prison,  and  begs 
that  he  will  endeavor  to  secure  her  release. 

Mr.  Biddle  also  incloses  another  communication  from  the  consul  at 
Trinidad  de  Cuba,  dated  April  12,  giving  an  account  of  the  trial.  The 
witnesses,  he  says,  for  the  prosecution  were  of  notoriously  bad  name. 

With  dispatch  No.  71,  of  April  16,  Mr.  Biddle  transmits  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  William  S.  Lynn,  requesting  him,  when  the  case  comes 
l^efore  the  Captain  General,  to  endeavor  to  secure  the  relejise  and  de- 
parture of  the  two  females  from  the  island. 

On  April  19  the  consul  general  was  instructed  to  do  all  in  his  power 
for  the  relief  of  the  prisoners,  and  the  instruction  was  repeated  on  April 
27,  after  their  condemnation. 

In  his  No.  85  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  a  copy  of  his  appeal  to  the  Ca])tain 
Oeneral  for  the  remission  of  the  sentence  against  Mrs.  Prats  and  the 
Cudlipp  sisters. 
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lu  his  No.  106,  of  May  11,  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  copy  of  the  reply  of 
the  acting  Cai)tain  General  to  his  appeal,  which  states  that  no  further 
orders  will  be  i^ven  in  the  cases  until  the  decision  of  the  Captain  Gen- 
eral is  made  known. 

In  his  No.  112,  of  May  14,  Mr.  Biddle  quotes  the  remarks  of  the  Cap- 
tain General  as  reported  by  the  consular  agent  at  Nuevitas,  (who  had 
had  an  interview  with  the  Captain  General,)  to  the  effect  that  he  had 
received  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Biddle  for  the  release  of  the  prisoners,  and 
that  it  would  receive  attention. 

Under  date  of  May  18,  Mr.  Biddle  telegraphs  that  orders  had  l)eeii 
given  for  the  liberation  of  the  prisoners. 

In  his  No.  118,  of  May  18,  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  the  formal  notice  from 
the  acting  Captain  General  of  the  release  of  the  prisoners  on  concb'tion 
of  their  leaving  the  island. 

In  his  No.  128,  of  May  25,  Mr.  Biddle  gives  a  copy  of  No.  81,  from 
Trinidad  de  Cuba,  narrating  the  release  of  the  prisoners;  also,  a  copy 
of  the  official  order  from  the  local  governor. 


No.  13. 
AUGUSTIN  SANTA  ROSA. 

In  a  letter  without  date,  but  received  at  this  department  December 
26,  1868,  liosa  states  that  he  was  confined  at  the  time  of  writing,  pre- 
vious to  November,  1868,  in  Moro  Castle,  on  a  charge  of  being  '*  chief 
of  insurrection,"  and  that  he  was  arrested  in  Vuelta  Abajo.  He  denies 
the  charge,  and  alleges  that  he  was  arrested  only  because  he  was  an 
American  citizen.  lie  complains  that  no  attention  was  paid  to  his  ease 
by  the  vice-consul  general,  (La  Reintree,)  whom  he  had  twice  addressed. 

The  vice-consul  general  was  instnicted,  on  Januaiy  14,  1860,  to  inter- 
pose in  his  behalf. 


No.  14. 
F.  A.  SCHULTZ. 

Mr.  Plumb,  in  dispatch  No.  140,  of  September  3,  incloses  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Manuel  Aguren,  addressed  to  the  local  justice  of  the  peace 
at  Madruga,  and  containing  the  only  charges  ui)ou  which  Schultz  wa* 
arrested.  These  are,  that  in  a  general  conversation  upon  the  insurrec- 
tion he  said  that  he  "  would  bet  $200  that  it  would  not  terminate,  be- 
cause it  was  gaining  ground;"  and  that  "  on  speaking  of  giving  a  pat 
riotic  ball,  he  remarked  that  for  that  purpose  he  would  give  nothing, 
but  that  he  would  do  so  for  the  poor.'' 

Some  marks  tattooed  on  his  arm  were  also  represents  as  suspicions. 

Mr.  Hall,  consul  at  Matanzas,  in  representing  the  case  to  Mr.  Plumb, 
says  that  Schultz  was  a  contractor  for  furnishing  cross-ties  to  the  Ha- 
vana Railroad  Company,  and  was  arrested  on  August  28,  1869,  and 
placed  in  close  confinement  for  several  days.  He  was  under  treatment 
for  a  bronchial  affection,  and  was  hurried  away  and  refused  })ermissiou 
to  take  a  change  of  clothes  or  the  necessary  medicines,  and  was  iuipris- 
oned  in  a  damp  cell.    Mr.  Hall  adds : 

^*  It  seems  incredible  that  auy  one  shonid  be  subjected  to  such  harsh  treattueut  on 
chari^es  so  trivial,  or  that  which  he  is  aUeged  to  have  said  could  be  tortured  or  con- 
strued into  subversive  language/' 
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As  soon  as  Mr.  Plumb  received  notice  of  the  imprieonraent,  he  called 
upon  the  Captain  General,  and  ui)on  presenting  the  case,  a  release  was 
at  once  granted. 

Mr.  Plumb  in  commenting  upon  it,  says : 

I  wish  to  call  your  special  attention  to  this  case  as  illuHtratiuf^  the  insecurity  that 
now  exists  for  foreigners  throughout  the  interior  of  this  island,  away  fnjin  the  imme- 
diate protection  of  the  chief  authority,  and  the  danger  they  are  in  of  arrest  ui>on  un- 
founded charges  instigated  hy  the  prejudice  or  malevolence  of  ignorant  and  vicious 
persons.     The  case  is  one  that  appears  to  demand  that  redress  should  be  ma<le. 


No.  15. 
Dr.  A.  T.  SIMMONS. 

Dr.  Simmons,  in  his  letters  to  Mr.  Gibbs,  the  United  States  consular 
agent  at  Nuevitas,  states  that  he  is  a  native  of  North  Bristol,  Ontario 
County,  New  York;  that  he  came  to  Cuba  in  1856  for  his  health,  but 
has  resided  there  only  during  the  winter  months  since  that  time,  his  place 
of  place  of  residence  being  Puerto  Principe.  In  February  last  he  wa« 
accosted  in  the  street  by  a  policeman,  arrested,  taken  into  a  store,  and 
searched;  then  conducted  to  his  house.  Here  his  tnmk  and  goods 
were  examined,  and  all  his  private  papers  taken  and  all  his  money — 
some  $1,500  in  gold.  He  was  then  contined  in  prison,  in  a  close  cell,  for 
ten  days,  when  he  was  removed  to  the  larger  quarters  of  the  prison.  At 
the  end  of  six  months  he  was  brought  up  for  trial  on  a  charge  of  sub- 
versive langUcige,  the  party  who  denounced  him  being  the  one  who  dis- 
covered the  amount  of  money  he  had  in  his  possession.  He  declares 
that  he  has  committed  no  crime. 

On  Mr.  Plumb's  presenting  his  case  on  the  8th  of  July  to  the  Captain 
General,  the  political  secretary  informed  him  that  a  further  reiiort  had 
been  asked  from  Puerto  Principe  concerning  Mr.  Simmons,  and  that  his 
arrest  had  been  made  on  suspicion  of  holding  communication  with  the 
insurgents. 

On  August  23  Mr.  Plumb  informs  the  department  that  Dr.  Simmons 
arrived  at  Havana  on  August  14,  and  left  for  New  York  on  the  2l8t. 

On  August  20  the  department,  in  a  dispatch  to  the  consul  general, 
expressed  the  hope  that  his  interposition  would  secure  the  release  of  Dr. 
Simmons,  and  the  restitution  of  the  money  alleged  to  have  been  taken 
from  him. 

In  reply  to  the  department's  No.  33,  of  August  20,  the  consul  general, 
on  September  1,  refers  to  his  previous  dispatch  announcing  the  release 
of  Dr.  Simmons,  and  adds : 

Whatever  may  have  heen  the  previous  course  of  Dr,  Siramoii«,  I  waa  led  to  infer 
from  his  expressions  before  leaving  here  after  his  relea8e,  that  it  is  his  intention  now 
to  take  an  active  part  in  favor  of  the  insurgent  cause. 


No.  16. 
JAMES  TATE. 


In  dispatch  No.  90,  of  May  4,  1870,  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  a  copy  of  dis- 
patch No.  77,  of  May  1,  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Trinidad  de 
Cuba,  which  states  that  Mr.  Tate  is  an  American  born  citizen,  about 
S.  Ex.  Doc.  108 14 
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seventy  yenrs  of  age,  in  bad  health  for  many  years  past;  that  he  was 
arrested  on  April  30,  at  night,  and  thrown  into  jail.  No  reasons  are 
given  for  the  arrest.  It  has  caused  great  surprise  and  astonishment. 
Mr.  Tate  being  of  good  character  and  very  reserved. 

In  his  dispatch  to  the  department,  No.  52,  of  May  2,  the  United  States 
consul  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba  repeats  the  above. 

In  his  despatch  No.  98,  of  May  C>,  Mr.  Biddle  states  that  on  that  day 
the  United  Stsites  consul  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba  appeared  at  the  consulate 
general,  and  assured  him  of  ,the  excellent  character  of  Mr.  Tate,  and 
that  it  was  feared  that  the  confinement  and  disgrace  would  prove  fatal 
to  him  in  his  impaired  health. 

On  that  (late  Mr.  Biddle  addresse<l  the  superior  political  governor, 
(and  incloses  copy,)  stating  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  asking  immediate 
attention. 

On  May  18  Mr.  Biddle  was  instructed  to  keep  himself  informed  con- 
cerning the  case,  and  report  the  facts  for  the  action  of  the  department. 

On  June  1  the  department  again  instructed  Mr.  Biddle  to  watch  the 
case  and  report,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  Mr.  Tate  might  be  released, 
if  innocent. 

In  his  No.  105,  of  May  11,  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  a  copy  of  a  note,  date<l 
May  10,  from  the  acting  captain  general,  which  states  that  Mr.  Tate  is 
not  an  American  citizen,  from  information  from  the  lieutenant  governor 
of  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  and  that  Mr.  Tate,  has  resided  there  for  more  than 
fifty  years. 

In  No.  116,  Mr.  Biddle  gives  an  extract  from  No.  79,  from  consul  at 
Trinidad  de  Cuba,  which  says : 

Mr.  Tate  stiU  remaius  "incomuineado."  I  have  caUod  upou  the  governor  and  iipoi: 
the  fiscal ;  the  latter  doe«  not  hesitate  to  tell  me  that  he  was  convinced  of  the  inno- 
cence of  Mr.  Tat«  of  the  charge  against  him, -but  that  all  the  usnal  formalities  of  "iu- 
communication/'  trial,  &c.,  mnst  oe  gone  through  with  before  ho  could  l>e  released. 

In  his  No.  131,  of  May  27, 1870,  Mr.  Biddle  states  that  he  had  received 
from  Admiral  Poor  a  dispatch  from  the  commander  of  the  Nantasket, 
which  stsites  that  Mr.  Fox,  United  States  consul  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  had 
made  several  efforts  to  procure  Mr.  Tate's  release,  but  was  informed  that, 
though  acknowledged  innocent,  a  trial  must  be  had ;  also  that  Mr.  Tate 
himself  refused  release  except  by  the  court  declaring  him  innocent 
because  of  his  fears  of  the  volunteers.  A  request  was  made  that  Mr. 
Tate  be  released  for  his  removal  to  his  own  house,  which  the  gov- 
ernor  promised  to  grant,  provided  a  medical  certificate  to  his  illness 
could  be  obtained. 

In  his  No.  135,  of  May  30,  Mr.  Biddle  extracts  from  No.  82  of  the 
consul  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba  as  follows : 

May  27, 1870 :  Mr.  Tate  became  quite  unwell  at  the  jjiil,  and,  upon  the  recommeuda- 
tion  of  the  physician,  has  been  taken  to  his  own  house. 

In  No.  148,  of  June  8, 1870,  Mr.  Biddle  gives  an  extract  from  No.  8;J, 
from  the  consul  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Tat«  has  not 
yet  been  tried,  although  the  governor  informed  him  that  he  would  be 
tried  immediately. 
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v.— LIST  OF  PERSONS  SAID  TO  BE  CITIZENS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
WHO  ARE  SAID  TO  HAVE  BEEN  UNLAWFULLY  IMPRISONED  DURING 
THE  HOSTILITIES  IN  CUBA,  BUT  NOT  HELD  "  INCOMUNICADO." 

No.  1. 

(GEORGE  ABD. 

The  United  States  consul  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  in  dispatch  No.  10,  of 
Jaly  2,  1809,  states  that  Abd  was  at  that'  time  in  prison  at  Cienfuegos, 
on  a  charge  of  complicity  with  the  insurrection.  Upon  the  arrival  there 
of  the  United  States  ship  Nipsic,  the  governor  assured  her  commander 
that  Abd  would  receive  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  and  that  it  wjis  not 
likely  that  the  death  penalty  would  be  inflicted. 

In  his  No.  132,  of  August  30,  18G1),  Mr.  Plumb,  consul  general  at 
Havana,  states  that  Abd  was  arrested  on  June  10,  1869.  After  some 
proceedings  he  was  sent  to  llavaua,  and  upon  his  case  being  presented 
to  the  Captain  General,  an  order  was  issued  for  his  release,  upon  condi- 
tion of  leaving  the  island,  and  he  sailed  on  August  28. 


No.  2. 

EMILIO  DE  SILVA. 

Attention  was  first  called  to  the  case  by  Hon.  G.  W.  Hotchkisson, 
April  14, 18G9,  and  the  vice-consul  general  was  instructed  on  April  16 
to  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the  case,  with  a  view  to  aftbrd  to  Mr.  De  Silva 
8ueh  protection  a**  he  might  be  found  entitled  to. 

3Ir.  Plumb,  in  his  No.  142,  of  September  4,  reports  that  De  Silva  is  a 
native  of  Puerto  Principe,  but  has  been  naturalized  as  a  United  States 
citizen.  He  was  arrested  at  Nuevitas,  the  place  of  his  residence,  on 
August  4,  1869,  upon  charges  of  complicity  with  the  insurrection,  and 
brought  to  Havana  on  August  21. 

After  several  interviews  with  the  political  secretary,  Mr.  Plumb,  on 
the  2d  of  September,  received  a  note  placing  Mr.  De  Silva  at  his  dis- 
)M>sal  *'  while  awaiting  the  result  of  the  i)roceeding8  against  him.'' 


No.  3. 
KAFAEL   ESTRADA. 

Under  date  of  April  13,  1869,  Hon.  Simon  Cameron  referred  a  letter 
of  Barcroft  &  Co.,  in  reference  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Es- 
trada at  Guanajay. 

The  department,  on  the  15th  following,  telegraphed  the  vice-consul 
general  at  Havana  to  use  his  good  offices  toward  his  release. 

On  application  to  the  Captain  General,  Mr.  Hall  was  informed  that 
no  notice  of  his  arrest  had  been  received  at  Havana,  but  his  release 
was  promised  '*  unless  gi'ave  charges  should  be  pending  against  him." 
Mr.  Hall,  in  his  dispatch  No.  31,  of  April  17,  communicating  the  above, 
says  that  he  has  learned  that  Flstrada  was  imprisoned  at  Guanajay, 
about  thirty  miles  from  Havana. 
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No.  4. 
HENRY  FRITOT. 

E.  D.Miissey,  attorney,  under  date  of  February  ,17, 1870,  files  Fritot's 
memorial:  that  he  is  a  United  States  citizen,  born  of  American  parents; 
that  in  February,  1869,  he  was  master  machinist  on  the  Bay  of  Havaiia 
and  Matanzas  Railroad,  and  had  been  employed  there  some  two  or  three 
years,  his  residence  being:  ot  Guanabacoa;  that  on  the  night  of  the 
llth-12th  of  February,  1809,  he  w{is  arrested  by  the  *' police  and  civil 
guards,"  confined  at  Guanabacoa,  and  thence  taken  to  Havana,  and  im- 
prisoned one  month  and  one  day;  that  through  the  influence  of  Admmil 
Hoff  and  Mr.  Hall,  vice-consul  general,  he  wa«  released,  but  was  arrested 
on  the  same  day  and  put  on  board  the  United  States  ship  Contoocook, 
which  brought  him  to  the  United  States;  that  his  health  was  seriously 
injured  by  this  treatment,  and  his  business  ruined;  that  his  arrest  was 
groundless,  and  that  no  accusation  was  ever  laid  before  him,  and  no 
trial  had;  that  $250,000  will  be  a  just  compensation,  and  he  requests 
the  government  to  interpose. 

On  February  25th  the  department  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the 
memorial. 


No.  5. 
GREGORIO  GONZALEZ  Y  CURBELO. 

On  April  16,  1869,  the  department  received  information  from  the 
friends  of  Gonzalez  of  his  imprisonment  at  Havana. 

On  the  17th  April,  the  vice-consul  general  at  Havana  was  instructed 
bj^  telegraph  to  inquire  and  report  in  full  concerning  the  case. 

Under  date  of  May  14,  the  vice-consul  general,  whose  inquiries  had 
been  delayed  by  a  misunderstanding  with  respect  to  the  full  name  of 
Gonzalez,  reports  that  Gonzalez  was  one  of  the  pa^engers  of  the  Brit- 
ish schooner  Galvanic,  captured  by  the  Spanish  gunboat  Venadito,  near 
Lobos  Key,  in  February  previous. 

In  companj'  with  twenty  other  passengers,  he  was  taken  to  Havana 
and  imprisoned.  Gonzalez  is  represented  to  have  been  commissionnl 
to  Cuba  in  the  fall  of  1868  by  the  commercial  house  of  Duqu^  &  Car- 
belo,  and  to  have  been  naturalized  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  on 
November  5,  1868.  A  certified  coi)y  of  his  naturalization  certificate  is 
filed  in  the  department. 

In  reply  to  letters  of  25th  October  and  23d  IS^ovember,  1869,  fix)m 
Thomas  L.  Ojier,  esq.,  the  department  gave  the  following  resume  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  case: 

Drpartmknt  of  State, 

JVaskingtoH,  Nwemher  27, 1869. 

Sir:  Iu  reply,  you  are  informed  that  uo  time  was  lost  by  this  department  upon  the 
receipt  from  Mr.  Heni-y  C.  Hall,  the  vice-coDsul  general  of  the  United  States  at  Ha- 
vana, of  a  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  in  requesting  the  British  goTemineDt, 
through  the  legation  of  the  United  States  at  London,  and  through  the  British  minister 
accredited  to  this  government,  to  take  such  steps  as  would  secure  the  release  of  Cur- 
helo. 

In  the  instruction  to  the  minister  at  London,  nnder  date  of  the  22d  of  June,  1869,  it 
was  stated  that  it  was  the  **  province  of  the  British  government  to  vindicate  its  own 
flag,  hnt  that  if,  for  rrasons  which  might  be  satisfactory  to  itself,  it  should  decline  to 
atlopt  that  course  in  this  instance,  this  government  would  demand  the  release  of  the 
pri8«»i.pr.  \vhoHf>  capture  is  deemed  to  have  been  clearly  illegal,  even  in  respect  to  the 
United  States." 
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On  the  2l8t  July  last,  the  Earl  nf  Clarendon,  the  British  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs,  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Motley,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at 
London,  informing  him  that  the  British  minister  at  Madrid  had  been  instructed  to 
bring  the  matter  at  once  to  the  notice  of  the  Spanish  goveiiiment,  and  to  represent  to 
them  that  her  Majesty's  government  were  very  anxions,  on  considerations  of  comity 
toward  the  iruited  States,  to  obtain  Cnrbelo's  immediate  release.  A  copy  of  that  note 
having  been  commnnicated  to  this  department  by  a  dispatch  of  the  24th  July  last, 
from  Mr.  Motley,  he  was  instructed  on  the  10th  of  August  last,  in  view  of  this  pro- 
ceeding of  her  Majesty's  government,  to  refrain  from  further  proceedings  until  he 
should  have  learnt  from  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  the  result  of  the  application  directed 
to  be  made  at  Madiid,  or  until  he  should  receive  further  iustnictions  from  this  depart- 
ment. * 

On  the  3l8t  of  July  last  Mr.  Motley  forwarded  to  this  department  a  copy  of  a  note  of 
the  29th  of  that  month  from  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  to  the  effect  that  Sefto'r  Silvela,  the 
iuinist4^r  of  foreign  affairs  for  Spain,  had  promised  to  use  all  his  efforts  to  obtain  the 
release  of  Curbelo,  althongh  he  was  l)elieved  to  be  a  Cnban,  naturalized  in  the  United 
States,  but  that  some  time  must  elapse^  before  that  event,  Curbelo  having  been  removed 
t4>  the  Canary  Islands,  and  it  being  necessary  that  inquiries  be  made  of  the  authorities 
in  Cuba  as  to  his  nationality. 

'  On  the  17th  August  last  Mr.  Benjamin  Moran,  in  charge  of  the  legation  at  London, 
in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Motley,  transmitted  a  copy  of  a  note  of  the  14th  of  that  month 
from  the  foreipi  office,  to  the  effect  that  a  note  had  been  addressed  to  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  minister  by  SeQor  Silvela,  stating  that  the  representation  in  this  case  had 
lieeu  n»ferred  to  tlie  minister  of  the  colonies,  in  order  that  ho  might  take  such  steps  as 
he  might  jndge  to  be  right  in  the  matter. 

The  friendly  course  adopted  by  Great  Britain  with  a  view  to  obtaining  the  release  of 
Curbelo,  bad  it  resulted  in  immediate  success,  would  have  been  satisfactory  to  all  con- 
ceme<l,  except  as  to  the  questions  of  rejmration  and  indemnity ;  and  had  the  delay 
which  has  ensued  been  foreseen,  a  direct  demand  for  the  release  would,  l>efore  this  date, 
have  been  made  by  this  government  upon  the  Spanish  authorities ;  but  it  was  hoped, 
from  time  to  time,  that  information  would  have  Ijeen  received  of  a  compliance  with  the 
request  of  the  British  government.  It  appears  from  the  passport  records  of  this  depart- 
ment, that  Gregorio  Gonzalez  was  naturalized  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  5th  of  N(»vember,  1868,  and  that  on  the  7th  of  that 
month  his  passport  was  issued. 

It  further  api>ear8  from  the  statement  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  2l8t  of  June  last, 
fn>m  Messrs.  Carlos  V.  Duqud,  Jo8<^  Gonzalez  Curlwlo,  and  Jos<^  G.  Duqu6,  addressed  to 
this  department,  that  Curbelo,  which  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  Gregorio 
Gonzab^z,  has  been  use<l,  in  conformity  with  the  Spanish  custom,  to  distinguish  him 
fn>m  other  persons  of  the  name  of  Gonzalez,  and  was  omitted  in  the  naturalization  pa- 
pers and  passport,  m  conformity  with  the  usages  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  the 
identity  of  the  party  who  is  the  subject  of  this  correspondence,  under  both  designations, 
is  undoubted. 

For  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  department  to  remove  all  doubts  as  to  the  claim  of 
Gonzalez  to  the  protection  of  this  government  as  a  naturalized  citizen,  and  to  lay  before 
the  government  of  Spain  the  eviclence  of  that  naturalization,  it  is  desirable  that  yon 
Khotild  forward  to  me  a  copy  of  the  certificate  of  naturalization  obtained  from  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  and  authenticated  under  the  seal  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  e;istem  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  it  should  be  accompanied  by  a 
deposition  in  which  the  facts  al)ove  referred  to  concerning  the  name  of  Gonzalez  shall 
Iw  clearly  st*t  forth,  and  further  by  any  testimony  which  may  be  procurable,  which 
will  e.Htablish  the  fa<;t  of  a  genuine  intention  of  permanent  citizenship.  Should  the 
evidence  thus  furnished  appear  satisfactory,  this  department  will  instruct  the  dii»lo- 
niatie  representative  at  Madrid  to  demand  the  jirompt  release  of  the  prisoner. 


No.  6. 
JOHN  A.  MACHADO. 


ml 


On  August  6,  1869,  the  department  telegraphs  the  consul  general  as 
follows:  *' Give  attention  to  case  of  John  A.  Machado,  of  New  York, 
recently  arrested  and  imprisoned  at  Havana.  Further  instructions  by 
mail.'' 

Tinder  date  of  July  30,  last,  at  Havana,  Machado  informs  the  Presi- 
dent and  this  department  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  by 
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naturalization  on  March  23,  1852,  and  that  lie  resides  in  Xew  York 
City ;  that  he  set  out  for  Havana  to  adjust  his  affairs  there  previous 
to  departing  for  Brazil,  (of  which  he  is  a  native,)  for  the  purpose  of  es- 
tablishing a  commercial  house  at  Para.  He  was  to  sail  for  Brazil  on 
August  23,  but  on  his  arrival,  on  July  28,  he  was  immediately  arrested 
and  imprisoned.  He  had  in  his  possession  $8,000  of  Cardenas  Sank 
stock,  which  were  delivered  to  him  on  leaving  New  York  by  Antonio 
Fernandez  Bramosio,  whose  property  had  been  embargoed  by  the  gov- 
ernment. It  was  also  ascertained  that  he  brought  political  correspond 
ence  with  him.  Mr.  Plumb,  on  learning  of  the  arrest,  supposed  that  the 
possession  of  this  stock  had  been  the  motive  for  the  actiou  of  the  author 
ities.  This  was  afterward  alleged  by  the  i)olitical  secretary.  3Ir. 
Plumb,  however,  took  the  ground  that  he  might  be  an  innocent  bolder 
of  the  stock,  and  Machado  professed  ignorance  of  the  orders  of  embarg»> 
affecting  it. 

On  the  31st  of  July  the  political  secretary  informed  Mr.  Plumb  that 
the  principal  charge  against  Machado  was  the  bringing  political  corre- 
spondence. He  was  released  on  that  day  on  condition  of  leaving  the 
island.  His  papers  were  returned  to  liira,"with  the  exception  of  sixteen 
shares  of  the  bank  stock  (the  property  of  Miguel  Garcia  Angarica)  and 
the  political  letters. 


Ko.  7. 
ANGEL  MORALES. 

Mr.  Plumb,  in  dispatch  No.  154,  of  September  20, 1869,  says  that  Mr. 
Morales  is  registered  as  a  United  States  citizen  at  the  consulate  general, 
his  naturalization  dating  from  September  8, 1868,  but  he  is  a  landholder 
and  a  resident  of  Cuba. 

Mr.  Plumb  was  informed  by  the  political  secretary  on  September  16 
that  the  government  had  received  information  some  time  before  that, 
in  the  difficulty  of  sending  to  Cuba  written  instructions,  the  Cuban 
junta  were  about  to  send  verbal  orders  to  their  partisans,  and  that  Mo- 
rales had  been  selected  for  that  purpose.  On  his  arrival  at  Havana  he 
was  immediately  arrested,  and  Mr.  Plumb  was  informed  that  he  would 
be  sent  to  the  United  States  by  the  first  steamer. 


Is^o.  8. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTEGA, 

A  citiz^  o?  the  United  States,  naturalized  in  Kew  Orleans  on  Octo- 
ber 28, 1852 ;  a  native  of  Cuba,  but  has  resided  at  different  times  in 
the  United  States.  Since  1858  he  has  lived  on  his  estate  in  Pinar  del 
Eio,  Cuba.  He  was  arrested  in  February  on  suspicion  of  eomplicit^k' 
with  the  insurrection,  and  confined,  without  trial,  in  the  public  prison 
at  Havana.  At  Mr.  Plumb's  intercession  he  was  set  at  liberty  on  July 
7,  with  permission  to  return  to  his  estate. 

He  had  scarcely  returned  when  he  became  the  object  of  attack  by  tlie 
volunteers  of  the  vicinity,  and  was  compellerfto  abandon  his  residence 
and  take  refuge  in  Havana.  Both  before  his  departure  and  since  his 
^eturn  he  has  received  from  the  Captain  General  in  person  assurances  of 
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his  desire  to  protect  him,  but  of  bis  inability  to  do  so  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances. 

On  his  return  to  his  estate,  referred  to  above,  he  applied  to  the  gover- 
nor of  Pinar  del  Rio,  Brigadier  Eiiiz,  requesting  protection,  but  was 
advised  to  leave  the  place  for  Havana,  and  no  response  was  made  to  a 
request  for  protection  of  his  property.  Ilis  banishment  from  his  estate 
occurred  at  a  critical  time  for  his  crop  of  tobacco,  and  lie  estimates  his 
loss  in  this  particular  at  $12,000  to  $15,000. 


No.  0. 
PEDRO  PATCnOT. 

Mr.  Plumb's  dispatch  No.  97,  of  August  5,  reports  that  Patchot  cx)m- 
pleted  his  naturalization  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  in  New  York 
City,  on  July  14,  1809.  He  arrived  at  Havana  on  July  28^  and  was 
immediately  arrested,  and  detained  in  prison  until  the  following  after- 
noon. On  proceeding  to  his  residence  at  Guanabocoa,  across  the  bay 
from  Havana,  he  was  re-arrested,  but  was  released  the  next  day. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Plumb's  request  to  l>e  informed  of  the  motive  for 
his  imprisonment,  the  political  secretary  stated  that  he  was  "  arrested 
on  landing  because  when  he  left  a  short  time  since  for  the  United  States, 
he  did  so,  as  there  was  reason  to  believe,  from  political  motives,  and 
his  name  was  among  those  recorded  on  the  lists  of  the  chief  of  police." 
On  September  10  the  department  transmitted  to  the  consul  general 
certified  copies  of  Patchot's  naturalization  papers. 

In  dispatch  No.  205,  of  November  2,  Mr.  Plumb  reports  *that  on  in- 
quiry made  of  Mr.  Patchot  he  stated  as  follows :  that  he  was  born  in 
Havana,  and  went  to  the  TTnited  States  in  1851,  and  remained  there 
imtil  1854 ;  went  to  the  Uuited  States  a  second  time  in  1858,  and  re- 
mained nntil  December,  1859 ;  visited  the  United  States  a  third  time, 
leaving  Havana  in  March  and  returning  in  July,  1869 ;  that  on  all  visits 
to  the  United  States  he  used  a  Spanish  passport,  until  July  last, 
when  lie  brought  his  naturalizaticm  pai)ers  and  a  United  States  pass- 
port. Under  this  state  of  things,  Mr.  Plumb  asks  instructions  as  to 
recognizing  him  as  a  United  States  citizen. 


No.  10. 
SEBASTIAN  PINTADO. 

Mr.  Plumb's  dispatch  No  70,  of  July  12,  states  that  Pintado  is  a  na- 
tive of  the  United  States.  He  was  arrested  at  Madruga  and  sent  to 
Havana  by  the  political  governor  of  Matanzas,  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary last.  The  motive  of  his  arrest,  according  to  the  statement  of  the 
captain  of  said  town,  was  simply  popular  prejudice.  He  was  still  con- 
fined in  prison  at  the  date  of  Mr.  Plumb's  intercession,  .luly  8. 

On  tbe  10th  July  following,  the  date  of  his  release,  the  political 
secretary  informed  Mr.  Plumb  that  he  was  arrested  "  for  directing  clan- 
4leMine  meetings  of  negroes,  and  inciting  them  to  rebellion.'- 

He  was  released  on  condition  of  leaving  the  island,  which  he  did  on 
July  22. 
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No.  11. 
ANDREW  WHITE. 

Mr.  Plumb's  dispatcli  No.  130,  of  August  28,  which  coutains  all  the 
iuformatiou  the  department  has  of  the  case,  states  that  on  August  20  he 
received  a  note  from  the  Captain  General  to  the  effect  that  in  the  pro- 
ceedings at  Colon  for  complicity  with  the  insurrection,  Mr.  White,  who 
claimed  to  be  an  American  citizen,  had  been  sentenced  to  expulsiou 
from  the  island. 

On  inquiry,  Mr.  Plumb  satisfied  himself  of  his  being  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  he  was  released  on  August  25,  and  sailed  for  Key 
West. 


No.  12. 
ESTEVAN  B.  VALLS, 

A  Cuban  by  birth,  and  son-in-law  of  Issiac  Stone,  late  United  States 
consular  agent  at  Caibarien.  He  was  naturalized  at  Middletown,  Con- 
necticut, May  10,  1857,  but  ha«  resided  at  Caibarien  for  the  last  eight 
years. 

Mr.  Plumb  reports,  under  date  of  June  16,  that  from  the  statements 
of  reliable  persons  resident  at  Caibarien,  it  would  appear  that  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  insurrection  he  has  expressed  himself  so  freely  as  to  be 
cautioned  by  his  friends,  which  he  disregarded,  and  finally,  ou  hearing 
that  he  was  to  be  arrested,  he  took  refuge  in  the  house  of  the  consular 
agency',  where  it  appears  that  although  a  demand  was  made  for  him  by 
the  local  authorities,  he  was  afforded  asylum  by  Mr.  Stone,  which  was 
respected  by  the  Spanish  authorities  for  upwards  of  two  mouths. 

The  usual  place  of  parade  for  the  volunteers  of  Caibarien,  it  is  stated, 
was  a  square  near  the  house  of  Mr.  Stone.  To  these  volunteei-s  Mr. 
Vails  had  made  himself  verj'  obnoxious.  The  local  governor  at  length, 
fearing  more  serious  difficulties,  formally  waited  upon  Mr.  Stone  and  de- 
manded the  suiTcnder  of  Mr.  Vails,  and  he  was  taken  to  prison  at  lle- 
medios.  Mr.  Stone,  in  his  communication  of  April  28  to  Vice- Admiral 
Porter,  alleges  that  the  arrest  was  made  on  a  groundless  charge  of  com- 
plicity with  the  rebellion,  on  the  24th  of  April,  and  that  the  real  motive 
was  cupidity  on  the  part  of  a  resident  of  Caibarien  ;  and  Vails  himself 
claims  that  neither  by  word  nor  aet  has  he  favored  the  insurgents. 

On  May  15,  the  department  instructed  the  consul  general  to  adopt 
such  action  in  the  case  as  in  his  judgment  was  proper,  and  report  Mr. 
Plumb  presented  his  case  to  the  Captain  General  on  July  8,  at  which 
date  Vails  was  still  in  prison  at  Remedies,  and  on  August  2  he  was  re- 
leased to  leave  the  island. 

The  political  secretary,  under  date  of  July  10,  informs  Mr.  Plumb 
that  he  was  arrested  "  for  disrespect  to  the  armed  force"  at  Caibarien. 

Under  date  of  September  15, 1869,  Mr.  Vails,  by  his  attorney,  states 
that  since  1861  he  had  been  engaged  in  business  at  Kemedios,  the  in- 
come of  which  averaged  $8,000  to  $10,000  per  annum,  and  that  this  has 
been  entirely  ruined  by  his  banishment  from  Cuba;  that  he  took  no 
part  in  politics,  and  never  expressed  any  opinion  he  may  have  formed 
on  the  insurrection;  that  all  his  property  has  been  seized  and  confis- 
cated by  the  authorities,  and  his  wife  and  children  are  homeless  in  Cuba. 
He  demands  reparation  in  the  sum  of  $100,000. 
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No.  13. 
JOSfi  MANUEL  PONCE  DE  LEON. 

In  his  petition  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  August  25,  1869,  he 
states  that  he  was  born  in  (Uiba,  and  naturalized  as  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  on  May  30,  1855,  the  certificate  of  which  he  filed  with  his 
petition ;  that  since  his  naturalization  he  has  resided  a  part  of  the  time 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  but  for  several  years  past  at  Cardenas,  in  busi- 
ness as  a  merchant;  that  he  has  never  concealed,  or  abandoned  or  in- 
tended to  abandon  his  acquired  citizenship,  but  on  the  contrary  has 
always  openly  asserted  it ;  that  he  has  in  no  way  taken  part  in  the  pre- 
sent insurrection,  or  aided  or  assisted  it,  or  even  offended  the  laws  of 
Cuba ;  that  on  the  7th  of  February,  1869,  he  was  arrest4>d  at  Cardenas 
by  a  Spanish  officer,  and  closely  confined  in  prison  for  seven  days.  He 
was  then  taken  to  Havana  and  placed  in  the  Cabana  fortress.  After  a 
confinement  for  thirty-five  days  he  was  put  on  board  the  San  Francisco, 
confined  in  the  hold  and  carried  to  the  Island  of  Fernando  Po,  whence  he 
escaped  on  June  21,  1809 ;  that  on  the  voyage,  and  after  his  arrival,  he 
was  subjected  to  great  personal  indignity ;  that  he  has  never  had  any 
investigation  or  trial,  nor  does  he  know  of  what  he  is  accused ;  that 
while  at  Havana  communication  with  the  American  consul  was  inter- 
dicted, and  prays  the  intervention  of  this  government  for  redress  and 
damages. 

On  October  13,  a  copy  of  his  memorial  was  sent  to  the  consul  general, 
with  an  instruction  to  bring  the  case  before  the  authorities  and  ask  re- 
lease of  the  property.  The  question  of  damages  for  imprisonment  is  re- 
served. 

In  a  further  petition,  dated  August  31,  1869,  he  states  that  his 
property  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  has  been  embargoed  by  the  Spanish 
government,  for  the  sole  reason  that  he  succeeded  in  escaping  from  Fer- 
nando Po.    He  prays  the  interposition  of  tbis  government. 

Mr.  Plumb,  in  dispatch  No.  204,  of  November  2, 1869,  reports  that 
having  heard  that  De  Leon  was,  at  the  time  of  his  arrest,  a  member  of 
the  city  government  of  Cardenas,  betook  measures  to  inform  himself  of 
the  truth  of  the  report.  He  incloses  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  consul  Hall 
at  Matanzas,  who  gives  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  the  consular  agent  at 
Cardenas,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  De  Leon,  at  the  time  of  his  arrest, 
was  actually  a  member  of  the  city  government,  having  been  elected  for 
four  years,  and  his  term  not  expired. 

Mr.  Plumb  was  thereupon,  on  November  23,  directed  to  take  no  fur- 
ther steps  in  the  case,* until  instructed  by  the  department. 


No.  14. 
JAMES  M.  MILLER. 

The  consul  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  in  dispatch  No.  67,  of  August  13, 
1869,  states  that  Miller  stabbed  and  almost  instantly  killed  John  M.  Kay 
at  Cienfuegos  on  the  29th  Jul}'^,  1869,  and  was  promptly  arrested.  They 
were  seamen  of  the  brig  Eamirez. 

In  No.  20,  from  the  same  consul,  dated  August  27, 1869,  is  given  a 
statement  of  the  consular  agent  at  Cienfuegos  that  Miller  had  been  tried 
and  convicted  of  "involuntary  homicide  under  great  provocation;"  it  Is 
stated  that  probably  he  will  be  set  at  liberty.    . 
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On  February  14,  Miller  writes  to  tbis  department,  detailing  very  mi- 
nutely tbe  circumstances  of  the  homicide,  and  requests  the  good  offices 
of  the  government  to  secure  his  release  from  the  sentence  of  eight  years' 
imprisonment. 

On  March  2, 1870,  the  consulgeueral  was  instructed  to  investigate  tbe 
case  and  report  what  action  seemed  advisable. 

In  Xo.  36,  of  March  23,  the  consul  general  replies  that  the  case  had 
repeatedly  been  presented  to  the  Captain  General  for  the  exercise  of  his 
clemency,  but  that  no  action  has  as  yet  been  taken. 

In  No.  113,  of  May  14,  the  consul  general  incloses  a  copy  of  a  petition 
which  he  had  prepared  for  the  pardon  of  Miller,  and  presented  to  the 
Captain  General. 


No.  15. 
JOHN  B.  LATTE. 

The  department  was  first  informed  of  the  case  by  a  dispatch  submitted 
to  it  by  the  Navy  Department,  from  Kear- Admiral  Poor,  dated  April  15, 
1870,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Latte  had  then  been  imprisoned  over 
seven  months  without  trial.  Admiral  Poor  requested  his  release,  which 
was  granted,  and  Latte  and  his  wife  were  conveyed  to  Kingston.  Ja- 
maica. 

In  his  No.  18,  dated  April  10, 1870,  the  consul  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  in- 
forms the  department  that  Latte  was  released,  with  date.  He  states 
that  he  was  arrested  on  a  charge  of  complicity  with  the  insurrection. 


No.  36. 
MICHAEL  M.  KELLY 

Claims  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Maine.  He  is  reported  by  Mr. 
Plumb,  in  dispatch  No.  160,  of  September  22,  1869,  on  the  authority  of 
a  letter  from  him,  dated  July  29,  as  arrested  at  Caibarien  for  alleged 
complicity  with  the  insurrection.  He  states  in  the  letter  referred  to 
that  he  was  an  engineer  on  the  estate  of  Don  Miguel  Gomez.  On  goinp 
to  Caibarien  for  provisions  he  was  arrested  and  imiirisoned,  and  sub 
jected  to  many  personal  indignities. 

J.  M.  Alfaya,  acting  United  States  consular  agent  at  Remedios,  under 
date  of  September  13,  says  that  Kelly  was  arrested  and  examined 
while  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  and  made  himself  suspected  by  con- 
tradictory statements  concerning  a  recent  visit  of  the  insurgents  to  the 
estate  where  he  w^as  employed.  He  also  states  that  the  administrador 
of  the  estate  informed  him  that  he  had  been  examined  by  the  govern 
ment  as  to  the  principal  points  against  Kelly,  and  that  there  was  no 
reason  for  his  being  imprisoned. 

Mr.  Plumb  interposed  in  Kelly\s  behalf,  and  the  political  secretary 
wrote  for  information,  but  ncme  had  been  received  at  the  date  of  the 
dispatch.     Kelly  was,  however,  i^laccd  at  liberty  on  September  13. 

Mr.  Plumb  adds  that  on  the  9th  of  September,  (before  Kelly's  release,) 
the  latter  wrote  to  the  English  consul  general  and  claimecl  protection  as 
a  British  subject ;  that  he  was  registered  in  the  British  consulate  gen- 
eral as  such,  (which  proved  to  be  true,)  and  that  he  was  born  in  Montreal, 
Canada. 
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Mr.  Biddle  reports  (in  his  No.  96,  of  May  5th)  Kelly  as  arrested  for  larceny 
of  $374.  He  refers  to  his  previous  arrest  for  disloyalty,  but  intercedes 
for  him,  and  gives  a  copy  of  his  note  to  the  alcalde  major,  asking  as 
speedy  trial  as  possible.  In  his  No.  146,  of  June  3,  Mr.  Biddle  reports 
his  release. 


No.  17. 

Jl^AN  FRANCISCO  GONZALEZ. 

Mr.  Fox,  United  States  consul  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  under  date  of 
August  31,  1869,  in  dispatch  No.  21,  states  that  Gonzalez  was  brought 
a  prisoner  from  the  estate  of  San  Pablo,  where  he  was  employed  as  clerk. 
He  represented  the  case  to  the  governor,  who  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  his  letter. 

Mr.  Plumb,  in  No.  227,  of  November  18,  1869,  reports  having  been 
informed  by  Fox  of  the  arrest  on  a  charge  of  complicity  with  the  in- 
surrection, and  that  Gonzalez,  although  a  native  of  Trinidad,  was  a 
naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States;  that  Gonzalez  returned  to 
Cuba  witli  a  Spanish  passport,  and  until  recently  had  had  no  cause  for 
divulging  his  acquired  citizenship.  Under  these  circumstances  Mr. 
Plumb  felt  himself  debarred  from  taking  any  action  in  the  case.  Gon- 
zalez was  released  by  the  Captain  General  on  his  visit  to  Trinidad  during 
bis  late  journey  to  various  interior  towns. 


No.  18. 
RAMON  DLX^ONGER. 

In  his  No.  6,  of  March  27, 1870,  the  consul  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  refers 
to  No.  5  from  that  oflice  to  the  consul  general  at  Havana,  (which  has 
not  been  communicated  to  this  department,)  dated  25th  Februarj^,  1870, 
which  gave  information  of  Duconger's  arrest  on  charges  of  complicity 
with  the  insurrection.  The  consul  now  states  that  he  had  been  tried, 
acquitted,  and  was  released  on  the  23d  of  March. 


No.  19. 
JAMES  F.  WINTERS. 

He  is  represented  by  Hon.  Leonard  Myers,  in  a  note  to  the  department, 
dated  December  22,1869,  a«  captured  by  the  Cubans  (insurgents)  on 
October  29th  previous,  and  he  requests  the  aid  of  the  consul  at  Havana 
to  effect  his  release. 

The  case  was  reported  to  the  vice-consul  general  at  Havana  on  De- 
cember 28,  and  under  date  of  January  6,  1870,  No.  29,  he  acknowl- 
edges the  receipt  of  the  dispatch  and  speaks  of  it  as  a  "delicate"  matter. 

On  January  31,  No.  44,  he  reports  that  he  was  on  that  day  informed 
by  the  political  secretary  that  Mr.  Winters  was  pardoned  (indultado) 
by  the  general  commanding  the  Cineo  Villas  on  December  30,  and 
now  resides  at  Cienfuegos,  and  is  now  employed  in  the  railroad  shop 
there. 
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Xo.  20. 

JOHN  WILLIAMSON. 

In  his  No.  59,  of  April  8,  1870,  Mr.  Biddle  incloses  copies  of  two 
communications  from  tbe  United  States  consular  agent  at  Saguala 
Grande,  from  which  it  appears  that  Williamson  was  taken  in  the  woods 
near  Sagua  la  Chica  on  April  1.  On  being  examined  he  said  he  came 
to  Cuba  in  the  Anna  with  Cisn^ros,  and  had  been  with  Jordan  in  the 
Camaguey,  and  was  sent  by  him  to  assist  Salom^  Hernandez. 

In  the  second  communication  it  is  stated  that  Williamson  was  taken 
to  Villa  Clara  on  April  2,  and  after  an  examination  by  the  command- 
ing general  of  the  district  was  set  at  liberty  upon  condition  of  returning 
to  the  United  States.  He  bore  testimony  to  the  disorganized  condition 
of  the  insurgent  forces. 

In  dispatch  No.  108,  of  April  14,  1870.  from  Matanzas,  Mr.  Hall  in- 
closes a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  consular  agent  at  Sagua  la  Grande, 
which  states  that  Williamson  was  pardoned  by  the  general  commanding 
the  district,  and  sailed  for  Philadelphia  on  April  9. 

Mr.  Hall  suggests  that  Williamson  could  probably  give  a  more  cor- 
rect account  of  the  present  condition  of  the  insurgent  forces  than  can 
be  obtained  from  any  other  source. 


VI. — LIST  OF  THE  DECREES  OF  THE  SPANISH  AUTHORITIES  IN  CUBA, 
(SO  FAB  AS  KNOWN  TO  THIS  DEPARTMENT,)  UNDER  WHICH  THEY 
CLAIM  TO  HAVE  ACTED  IN  THE  SEVERAL  SEIZURES,  ARRESTS,  IM- 
PRISONMENTS, EXECUTIONS,  E3IBARGOES,  AND  CONFISCATIONS  RE- 
FERRED  TO. 

N^O.  1. 

[luclosure  with  dispatch  No.  71.] 

fFrom  the  Official  Gazette,  Havana,  February  14,  1869. — Translation.] 

SUPERIOR  POLITICAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  EVER  FAITHFUL  ISLAND 

OF  CUBA. 

In  use  of 'the  extraordinary  faculties  with  which  the  provisional  gov- 
ernment of  the  nation  has  invested  me,  I  decree  the  following: 

Article  1.  Crimes  of  injidencia  shall  be  tried  by  ordinary  coart- 
martial. 

Art.  2.  Prosecutions  already  commenced  shall  follow  the  legal  pro- 
cess prescribed  by  the  laws  for  the  tribunals  of  justice. 

Art.  3.  All  aggressions,  by  act  or  by  word,  against  any  of  the 
delegates  of  the  government,  shall  be  considered  as  a  crime  against  the 
authority,  and  will  subject  its  author  to  trial  by  court-martial. 

DOMINGO  DULCE. 

Havana,  February  12, 1869. 


Xo.  2. 

[luclosure  with  dispatch  No.  71.] 

[From  the  Official  Gazette,  Havana,  February  14, 1869.— Translation.] 

SUPERIOR  POLITICAL   GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  EA^TIR  FAITHFITL  ISLAKB 
OF  CUBA. — OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 

For  the  better  understanding  of  the  decree  published  yesteniay,  (the 
12th  of  February,)  it  is  made  known  that  under  the  word  infidencia. 
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which  is  made  use  of  in  article  1,  are  understood  the  following  crimes: 
treason,  or  lesa  naeiony  rebellion,  insurrection,  conspiracy,  sedition,  har- 
Iwring  of  rebels  and  criminals,  intelligence  with  tlie  enemy,  meetings  of 
jocriieymen  or  laborers  and  leagues ;  expressions,  cries,  or  voices  sub- 
versive or  seditious f  propagation  of  alarming  news;  manifestations, 
allegations,  and  all  that,  with  a  political  end,  tends  to  disturb  public 
tranquillity  and  order,  or  that  in  any  mode  attacks  the  national  integrity. 

It  is  also  made  known  that  robbery  in  uninhabited  districts,  what- 
ever may  be  the  number  of  the  robbers,  and  in  populated  districts,  if 
the  number  of  the  robbers  be  more  than  three,  shall  be  tried  by  court- 
martial,  as  also  the  bearers  of  prohibited  arms.  And  by  order  of  his 
excellency  the  superior  political  governor,  the  same  is  "published  in 
the  Gazette  for  the  general  knowledge. 

Havana,  February  13,  1869. 

The  Secretary, 

JOSfi  MARIA  DIAZ. 


No.  3. 
Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Davis. 

No.  127.]  Havana,  Atigust  26, 1869. 

•  ••••  ••• 

This  first  circular  of  General  Dulce,  explanatory  of  the  policy  he  felt 
called  upon  to  adopt,  was  accompanied  by  the  publication  of  an  order 
directing  the  embargo  of  the  property  of  Morales  Lemus  and  others, 
whose  names  were  mentioned,  which  had  been  issued  on  the  first  of  that 
month.  This  was  followed  by  the  publication  on  the  following  day  of 
a  decree,  dated  the  1st  of  April,  requiring  that  all  contracts  for  the  sale 
of  movable  and  immovable  property,  before  being  carried  into  effect, 
should  be  presented  for  the  revision  of  the  government,  and  declaring 
null  all  contracts  made  without  such  revision.  This  was  afterward  fol- 
lowed by  two  circulars  relating  to  the  formalities  of  revision,  and  extend- 
ing the  same  also  to  mortgages. 

In  the  case  of  movable  property  under  the  above  circular,  such  ap- 
proval or  disapproval  was  to  be  given  within  twenty -four  hours,  and,  in 
the  case  of  real  estate,  within  foiur  days.  I  do  not  find  that  any  com- 
plaint is  made  on  the  part  of  the  merchants  here  with  reference  to  the 
operation  of  this  order,  as  regards  the  sales  of  the  products  of  the 
country;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  action  of  the  government  being 
prompt,  an  official  character  and  countenance  is  thus  given  to  the  trans- 
action, which  in  these  times  the  merchants,  as  I  am  informed,  consider 
not  undesirable. 

A  decree  was  then  issued  on  the  17th  of  April,  creating  an  adminis- 
trative council  for  the  custody  and  management  of  embargoed  property, 
which  was  endowed  with  full  powers  in  the  premises.  At  the  same 
time  the  members  of  this  commission  were  named,  and  the  governor  of 
the  city,  Dionisio  Lopez  Koberts,  was  appointed  president  of  the  board. 
By  a  decree  issued  by  General  Caballero  de  Eodas  on  the  24th  instant, 
Governor  Bobert^s  has  been  relieved  from  this  charge,  and  the  Captain 
General  has  assumed  to  himself  the  presidency  of  the  council,  and  has 
appointed  as  vice-president  the  general  intendant  of  the  treasury  of  this 
island,  an  officer  who  has  very  recently  arrived  here  from  Spain. 

But  the  most  important  of  the  measures  of  embargo  is  the  circular 
issued  by  General  l5ulce,  on  the  20th  of  April,  which  in  its  first  article 
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declares  comprehended  in  the  circular  of  the  loth  of  that  month,  Tvith 
reference  to  the  embargo  of  the  property  of  Jose  Morales  Lemus  and 
others,  all  individuals  against  whom  it  may  be  proved  that  they  have 
takcm  part  in  the  insurrection,  either  within  or  without  the  island,  and 
whether  with  arms  in  hand,  or  aiding  it  with  arms,  muaitions,  money, 
and  articles  of  subsistence. 

Article  2  excepts  from  the  preceding  provisions  those  who  have  been 
amnestied  or  pardoned. 

Article  3  prescribes  that  the  individuals  comprehended  in  article  1 
shall  remain  deprived  of  the  political  and  civil  rights  which  they  have 
enjoyed  under  the  laws,  and  that  this  resolution  shall  take  effect  from 
the  10th  of  October  last,  when  the  insurrection  commenced  at  Yara,  or 
from  the  date  when  it  may  ai)pear  that  they  took  part  in  the  prepara- 
tions for  the  insurrection ;  and  article  4  requires  all  contracts  made  by 
said  individuals,  from  the  dates  above  indicated,  shall  be  presented  for 
the  revision  of  the  government,  within  three  days  subsequent  to  the 
publication  of  the  circular. 

In  this  circular  it  is  provided  that  separate  proceedings  shall  be 
formed  against  each  individual,  and  that  only  when  proof  is  shown  of 
the  culpability  of  the  delinquent  shall  the  embargo  of  his  property  be 
declared.  The  formalities  of  embargo  are  also  prescribed  in  this  cir- 
cidar. 

Article  22  states  that  the  embargoed  property  shall  be  responsible, 
in  the  first  place  for  the  necessary  expenses  of  its  preservation  and 
working,  including  the  current  and  overdue  taxes;  and  in  the  second 
place  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the  owner  before  the 
dates  referred  to  in  article  3 ;  that  is,  of  his  complicity  with  the  insur- 
rection. 

In  article  23  it  is  provided  that  when  the  creditor  is  not  himself  a 
person  subject  to  embargo,  he  shall  prove  his  claims  before  the  governor 
or  lieutenant  governor,  who  shall  give  account  to  the  president  of  the 
administrative  council,  in  order  that  directions  may  be  issued  for  pay- 
ment to  be  proceeded  with.  The  avowed  purpose  of  these  measures  of 
embargo  is  to  prevent  the  use  for  insurgent  purposes,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  insurrection,  of  the  income,  product,  or  avails  of  any 
property  situated  within  the  control  of  the  Spanish  government. 

The  embargo,  it  is  claimed,  is  not  laid  unless  there  is  in  each  instance 
proof  that  the  person  against  whom  the  measure  is  had  has  taken  part 
in  favor  of  the  insurrection.  And  the  Captain  General  has  informed 
me,  if  it  can  be  shown,  in  any  case,  that  such  evidence  is  not  well 
grounded,  the  embargo  will  be  raised,  and  any  income  or  proceeds  of 
property  received  will  be  returned  by  the  government.  It  is  also 
claimed  that  while  the  embargo  may  be  the  occupation  of  the  revenue 
or  the  proceeds  of  property,  it  is  not  the  confiscation  of  the  property 
itself,  which,  in  the  case  of  real  estate,  by  descent  would  still  freely  pass 
to  innocent  heirs,  and  that  it  is  not  designed  to  affect  the  interests  of 
any  innocent  third  party. 

But  while  the  circular  of  the  20th  of  April  is  in  some  resi>ects  re- 
troactive, there  is  also  ground  for  the  belief  that  practically  its  disposi- 
tion, in  many  instances,  amounts  to  confiscation. 

This  is  shown  by  the  order  of  the  Captain  General  of  the  3d  instant, 
authorizing  a  new  loan  of  $6,000,000  from  the  Spanish  Bank,  a  copy 
and  translation  of  which  I  inclose  herewith,  which,  in  addition  to  the 
war- tax  and  exi>ort  duties  pledged  a«  a  guarantee  for  the  previous  loan 
of  $8,000,000,  now  pledges  "  the  proceeds  of  the  property  embargoed  of 
those  hostilely  disaffected  to  the  national  integrity." 
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[Inclosurp  with  despatch  No.  137.] 

(From  the  Official  Gazette,  Havana,  April  15,  1869.— Translation.] 

SIPKRIOK  POLITICAL  GOVKRXMKXT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  CUB.\. 

[Cirt'wlar.] 

irnder  date  of  the  Ist  instant,  I  said  to  hi.s  excellency  the  political  governor  of  this 
cs^pital,  as  follows : 

"  Your  Excellenx'Y  :  Your  excellency  will  immediately  proceed,  withont  permitting 
siiiytbiug  to  delay  yon,  to  the  embargo  of  all  the  effects  iind  other  property  which 
Messrs.  Jos^  Morales  Lemus,  Nestor  Ponce  de  Leon,  Mannel  Casanova,  J  os^^Mestre, 
Jiis/6  Maria  Bassora,  Jow^  Fernandez  Criado,  Antonio  Fernandez  Bramosio,  Jos^  Maria 
M<»ra,  Ramon  Agn^rre,  Javier  Cisneros,  Tomsis  Mora,  Federico  Mora,  Federico  Galvez, 
FrancLsco  Izquierdo,  Pentarco  Gonzalez,  and  Joaqnin  Delgado,  possess  or  have  pos- 
st^ssed  in  this  island ;  meanwhile  that  with  reference  to  the  latter  it  shall  not  bejinived 
that  all  the  requisites  establisheil  by  the  hiws  for  the  transfer  of  property  shall  hav«> 
1»een  sc^nipulously  complied  with.'" 

Which  I  transcribe  to  your  excellency  for  your  knowle<lge,  and  to  the  end  that  you 
proceed  inime<liately  to  the  embargo  of  all  the  estates  and  effects  which  the  individuals 
included  in  the  foregoing  list  posssess  in  your  juriwliction.  God  preserve  your  excel- 
lency many  years. 

Havana,  April  15,  1869. 

DOMINCiO  DLLCE. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  of . 


[IncloKiire  witli  dispatch  No.  1*27.] 

[Vtoui  the  Ofliciul  Gazette,  Havana,  April  16,  1P69.— I'i'anHlation. 

political  government  of   HAVANA. 

Having  been  embargoed  by  order  of  his  excellency  the  superior  political  governor, 
the  properties  bcdonging  to  Messrs.  Jos^  Morales  Lemus,  Nestor  Ponce  de  Leon,  Mannel 
Casanova,  J(m6  Mestre,  Jos^  Maria  Bassora,  Jos<^  Fernandez  Criado,  Antonio  Fernandez 
Bramoeio,  Jo8<^  Maria  Mora,  Ramon  Aguirre,  Javier  Cisneros,  Tomas  Mora,  Federico 
Galvez,  Francisco  Izquierdo,  Pentarco  Gonzalez,  Joaquin  Delgado,  and  Federico  Mora, 
all  persons  possessing  sums  of  money,  effects,  or  values  of  whatever  class,  belonging 
to  the  said  individuals,  will  give  account  of  the  same  to  this  political  government  im- 
mediately, being  responsible  for  all  concealment  or  means  of  eluding  the  compliance 
with  that  disposition,  prohibiting  to  them  terminantly  the  purchase,  t^le,  payment, 
transfer,  cession,  or  the  making  by  them  whatever  operation  that  affects  or  may  refer 
to  the  ownership  of  the  embargoed  property,  with  the  imderstanding  that  the  infract- 
ors are  comprehended  in  the  disposition  with  reference  to  the  offense  of  infidenda 
contained  in  the  decree  of  his  excellency  the  superior  political  governor  of  the  13th  of 
February  last,  and  shall  be  submitted  in  consequence  to  trial  by  court-martial. 
Havana,  Ajtril  1, 1869. 

DIONISIO  LOPEZ  ROBERTS. 


[Incloaure  witli  dispatch  Xo.  127.] 

[]*Yom  the  Official  Gazette,  Havana,  April  16,  1869.— Translation.] 

HUPERIOK  political  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  CfBA. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  government  to  provide  for  the  security  of  the  ten*itory  con- 
fided to  its  command. 

That  of  this  province,  attacked  by  an  unjustifiable  insurrection  which  is  depopulat- 
ing and  miningmaiiy  of  the  rich  districts  of  the  island,  makes  indispensable  the  adoi>- 
tion  of  every  efficient  measure  for  annihilating  the  enemies  of  our  nationality,  depriv- 
ing tbem  principally  of  all  their  resources  upon  which  they  depend  for  sustaining  their 
aj^greesion. 

With  this  view,  and  in  the  possibility  that  sales  of  proi)erty  may  be  effected  for  illi- 
cit ends,  in  which  case  such  contracts  are  null  in  conformity  with  the  dispositions  of 
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our  lawH ;  in  use  of  the  extraortliu<ary  aucl  discretional  faculties  with  which  I  am  in- 
vested by  the  supreme  government  of  the  nation,  I  decree  the  following: 

Artk^lk  1.  Contracts  of  sale  of  immovable  and  movable  property  lK*fore  bein^  car- 
ried into  effect  shall  from  this  date  be  presented  for  the  revision  of  the  govemnient. 

Akt.  2.  For  the  compliance  with  this  disposition,  contracts  made  in  the  district  of 
Havana  shall  be  presented  in  the  secretary  s  office  of  this  sui>erior  political  govern- 
ment, and  to  the  governors  and  lieutenant  governors  those  effected  in  the  other  juris- 
dictions of  the  island. 

Akt.  3.  The  presentation  referred  to  shall  be  made  by  the  parties  interested  when 
the  contract  is  private,  and  by  the  notary  when  it  is  in  the  form  of  a  public  instrument, 
before  its  authorization,  exhibiting  in  the  tirst  case  the  original  document,  and  in  the 
second  the  draft  of  the  instrument. 

Akt.  4.  Once  countersigned  by  the  government  the  contract  cannot  be  altered  or 
modified  in  any  manner  whatever,  without  a  new  revision  by  the  govemmcut,  nnder 
penalty  of  the  nullity  of  the  alteration  in  case  of  Infraction. 

Art.  5.  Sales  of  produce  and  other  articles  of  commerce  fi)r  exportation,  as  also  thf 
transfer  of  shares  of  cori^orations  and  sw^ieties,  are  also  subject  to  the  reviBiou  referre<l  t«. 

Art.  6.  In  the  cases  in  which  the  sales  i^eferreil  to  in  the  preceeding  article  an* 
wtule  through  a  broker,  the  latter  will  present  the  coutraet  for  revision,  in  the  mercan- 
tile fonn  in  which  it  is  extendwl.  If  no  broker  intervenes,  the  presentation  will  be  maile 
by  the  contracting  parties. 

Art.  7.  The  officei-s  of  coriioratious  and  .companies  that  are  anthorize<l  by  their 
respective  regulations  to  authenticate  transfers  of  stocks  in  the  Inioks  of  the  company. 
will  not  effect  such  trmisfers  until  they  have  received  the  authorization  of  the  govern- 
ment; and  for  this  puqjose  they  shall  give  account  of  the  transfers  which  the  partii-M 
interested  propose  to  make,  expressing  in  the  communication  a  notice  addressed  to  the 
gover^Mmt.  tlie  name  of  the  contracting  parties,  and  their  residence,  and  the  number 
and  jfMn^^azthe  shares  proitosed  to  be  transferred. 

mff/^.  lii  otder  not  to  embarrass  in  any  manner  the  sales  of  real  estate,  and  of  mov- 
ablei/iiropertyj'and  e8i)ecially  mercantile  transactions,  the  government  will  concede  or 
refi^  its  approbation  to  the  former  within  the  term  of  four  days;  and  in  the  sales  of 
produce  for  exportation  and  shares,  within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  jiresentatioii  of 
the  doi'ument.  • 

Art.  9.  All  contracts  for  the  sale  of  every  descriutiou  of  property  made  withont 
the  previous  revision  of  the  government  shall  be  null ;  and  private  Individuals,  m«'r- 
cliants,  brokers,  nresidentJ4  or  directors  of  corporations  or  companies,  and  notaries  iiuIh 
lic,  who  shall  fail  to  comply  with  the  dispositions  of  this  decree  shall  incur  the  pt^naities 
established  by  the  penal  colle  c(miprcheuded  in  chapter  5,  title  8,  of  book  2.* 

DOMINGO  DULCE. 

Havana,  April  1,  1869. 

(luclosure  with  dispatch  Xo.  137.] 

[From  the  Official  Gazette,  Havana,  April  18, 1869.— Tranaljition.] 

SUPEKIOIl  POLITICAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  CUBA. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  my  decree  of  thisdate,  and  in  use  of  the  extraor- 
dinary faculties  with  which  I  am  invested  by  the  supreme  government  of  the  nation, 
I  hereby  appoint  as  president  of  the  administrative  council  of  the  property  ordered  to 
be  embargoed  of  the  sixteen  individuals  to  which  my  order  of  the  Ist  instant  referi, 
and  of  such  others  as  may  be  found  in  their  case,  Dionisio  Lopez  Roberts,  political 
governor  of  Havana ;  as  members,  Juan  Atilano  Colomd,  Mamerto  Pulido,  and  tJie 
Count  of  Pozos  Dulces ;  as  individuals  from  the  common  council  of  this  capital,  Jos^ 
A.  Cabarga,  Juan  Poey,  Joaquin  Pedroso ;  as  land  ownera  and  planters,  Fernando  Illas, 
Bonifacio  Blesa,  Jimenes  Segundo  Rigal ;  as  merchant,  Augustin  Genou  ;  as  chief  of 
the  central  section  of  contributions  and  statistics  and  as  secretary,  Justo  Zaragoza,  the 
secretary  of  the  political  government  of  Havana* 

DOMINGO  DULCE. 

Havana,  ApHl  17, 1869. 

♦  Penal  Code. 
[Chapter  5,  title  8,  of  book  9.^Tran8lation.] 
Chapter  5. — Retiatanee  and  dUobedieru^ 
Art.  385.  Those  who  gravely  diwobey  the  authority  or  it«  a^eutn  in  a  matter  of  the  public  service, 
shall  be  puiii8he<l  with  a  {tcnaity  from  arrest  aud  detention  to  that  of  correctional  imprisonment,  and  a 
tine  of  from  1:20  to  fSOO. 

Art.  286.  The  public  employ^  who  openly  refuses  to  obey  the  orders  of  his  superiors,  shall  inmr 
tlio  penalty  of  perpetual  inaiiility  to  hold  office,  and  imprisonment. 

Akt.  2«7.  The  employ^*  wlio, 'liavinp  susjiended  from  any  motive  whatever  the  execution  of  Ibe 
orders  of  his  superiors,  and  wh(»  stiall  disobey  them  after  the  snsiM*usian  shall  have  been  db«approTed. 
shall  suffer  the  penalty  of  perpetual  deprivation  of  office,  and  correctional  imprisonment. 
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[From  the  Official  Gazette,  Havana,  Auflni»t34,  1869.— Tranalation.J 
SUPERIOU  POLITICAL  iiOVKRNMKNT  OF  TIIK  PROVINCE  OF  CUBA. 

Decree, 

In  consideration  of  the  juMt  observations  made  by  his  excellency  the  political  gov- 
ernor of  Havana,  and  being  satistied  with  liis  conduct  in  tlie  presidency  of  the  admin- 
istrative council  of  embargoed  property,  I  have  resolved  to  relieve  him  from  that  charge, 
reserving  to  my  authority  the  presidency  of  said  corporation  for  the  future,  and  ap- 
pointing as  vice-president  of  the  same  his  excellency  the  intendant  general  of  the 
treasury. 

CABALLERO  DE  RODAS. 

Havaxa,  AugHBt  24,  1869. 


[Incloflure  with  tliapatch  No.  137.J 

[From  the  Official  Gazette,  Havana,  April  IB,  1869.— Translation.J 

.SUPERIOR  POLITICAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  CUBA. 

In  use  of  the  extraordinary  and  discretional  faculties  ^'ith  which  I  have  been 
invested  by  the  supreme  government  of  the  nation,  and  in  consideration  of  the  neces* 
sity  and  urgency  of  carrying  out  with  all  the  legal,  solenm,  and  public  character 
necessary,  the  operations  consequent  upon  the  embargo  of  the  property  of  all  kinds 
l)elongiug  to  the  sixteen  individuals  comprehended  in  the  communication  addressed  to 
the  political  governor  of  this  district,  under  date  of  the  1st  instant,  and  of  all  who  may 
be  found  in  their  case,  I  hereby  decree  the  following : . 

AirncLE  iT  An  administrative  council  is  created  of  the  property  belonging  to  the 
sLxteen  individuals  to  which  my  decree  of  the  1st  instant  refers,  ordered  to  be  embar- 
goed on  tbat  date. 

Art.  2.  This  administrative  council  shall  be  composed  of  the  political  governor  of 
Havana^  president;  three  members  selected  from  the  individuals  who  compose  the  com- 
mon conncil  of  this  capital ;  three  from  the  class  of  land  owners  and  plantors ;  three  from 
among  the  merchants ;  of  a  chief  of  the  treasury  department  of  a  secretary  who  shall 
be  that  of  a  political  j^ovemor,  and  of  the  employ<^s  who  may  be  proposed  to  me  by 
the  president  of  the  said  council. 

Art.  3.  The  ollices  of  president,  members,  and  secretary  of  the  council  shall  be 
gratuitous. 

Art.  4.  All  the  funds  collected  in  consequence  of  the  embargoes  shall  be  depos- 
ited in  the  general  office  of  the  treasury  department ;  which  office  will  give  receipts, 
which  shall  serve  as  vouchers  to  the  president  of  the  administrative  council,  at  whose 
disposition  said  funds  shall  remain. 

Art.  5.  The  president  of  this  corporation  will  exercise  full  powers  in  all  its  affairs, 
and  there  will  only  be  laid  before  my  superior  authority  questions  of  doubt  in  the 
interpretation  of  my  decree  of  the  1st  instant,  and  those  of  a  contentious  and  purely 
legal  character  which  require  to  be  resolved  by  the  established  tribnn|ils. 

Art.  6.  The  said  president  shall  have  the  power  to  appoint  and  to  remove  the 
jiersons  who  compose  the  officers  of  the  administrative  conncil.  The  amount  of  the 
salaries  of  these  functionaries  and  the  miscellaneous  expenses  shall  be  paid  from  the 
funds  collected. 

Art.  7.  The  lieutenant  governors  of  this  province  shall  remit  to  the  president  of 
the  administrative  council  all  the  data  which  they  may  acquire  in  their  respective  juris- 
dictions with  reference  to  the  embargoed  property,  or  that  which  hereafter  may  be  em- 
bargoed ;  they  will  deliver  over  these  properties  to  the  said  council,  with  the  invent- 
ories, deeds,  and  other  public  documents  which  they  may  acquire  or  may  consider 
necessary,  and  they  will  execute  the  orders  which,  with  reference  to  the  subject,  they 
may  receive  from  the  said  president. 

Art.  8.  Any  change  which,  in  the  organization,  as  also  in  the  pernonneX  of  the 
aduiiuistrative  council^  it  may  be  thought  convenient  to  liave  made,  will  be  proposed 
to  my  authority  by  the  president  of  the  conncil. 

DOMINGO  DULCE. 
Havana,  Apnl  17, 1869. 

S.  Ex.  Doc.  108 15 
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[Iiicloflurc  with  iliHpaU'h  No.  127.] 

[Fix>ni  the  Official  Gazotte,  Havana,  April  30,  li<69.— TraiitUatioii.l 

SUPERIOU   l»OUTIC'.\Ti  GOVKRXMEXT  OF  THE   PROVINTE  OF  CIBA. 

[Circular.] 

By  uiy  decree  of  the  Ist  instant,  published  in  the  Gazotte  of  the  16tli,  you  will  hsw 
learned  that  before  carrying  into  effect  contracts  of  sale  of  real  estate  or  i>er8oual  prop- 
erty, the  same  have  to  be  presented  for  the  revision  of  the  government. 

In  recommending  to  you  to  exercise  care  and  vigilance  that  said  disposition  nhall 
have  the  most  exact  and  punctual  compliance,  with  the  view  of  imiiediug,  that  the  in- 
dividuals who  from  whatever  motive  are  compromised  with  the  insurrection—except 
those  who  have  accepted  amnesty  or  been  pardoned,  and  who  by  their  subsequent  con- 
duct have  proved  their  loyalty  to  the  government — transfer  to  other  persons  their 
property,  rights,  and  interests,  you  will  understand  as  an  amplification  of  said  decree 
that  you  are  to  open  and  keep  a  register  of  all  contract*  of  sale  and  transfers  of  prop- 
erty and  interests  which  you  may  authorize,  remitting  every  week  a  statement  of  tauX 
authorizations  to  the  president  of  the  administrative  council  of  embargoed  property, 
specifying  in  said  statement  the  following  particulars :  Ist,  the  date  of  the  contnwt: 
2d,  the  dat«  of  the  authorizatiou ;  3d,  the  name  of  vendor  or  conveyor ;  4th,  the  namt- 
of  the  purchaser  or  peraon  to  whom  conveyed ;  5th,  the  name  of  the  thing  sold  ortraui>- 
ferred ;  6th,  place  where  the  thing  sold  is  situated  if  it  is  landed  property  ;  7th,  num- 
ber, weight,  or  measure  of  the  shares  of  stock  in  companies,  produce,  and  other  effect**: 
8th,  price  of  each.  You  will  suspend  the  authorization  of  the  contracts  in  which  botJi 
parties  or  one  of  them  may  be  an  individual  compromise4l  in  the  insurrection  with  the 
exception  already  indicated,  proceeding  immediately  in  conformity  with  the  orders 
issued,  and  which  may  \ye  issued  upon  the  subject,  and  not  failing  to  rejiort  the  same 
to  the  x>resideut  of  the  administrative  council.    God  preserve  yon  mauv  years. 

DOMINGO  DnX'E. 

Havana,  April  20,  1869. 

The  Governor  or  Liei'tenant  Governor  of . 


[From  the  Official  GaEctio,  Havana,  May  13,  I860.— TrauslatioD.] 
SUPERIOR  POLITICAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  CUBA. 

[Circular.] 

Doubts  having  arisen  with  regard  to  the  compliance  with  the  circular  of  the  li<t  of 
April  last,  which  prescribed  that  there  shall  be  presented  to  the  govemuieut  the 
contracts  of  sale  of  lands  and  movable  proi)erty,  before  carrying  the  same  into  effect, 
I  have  determined  that  before  giving  authorization  to  the  public  instruments  by  which 
mortgages  are  effected,  whatsoever  may  be  the  origin  of  the  same,  account  shall  be 
given  by  the  notaries  public  with  a  minute  of  the  same  to  the  governors  or  lieutenant 
governors  in  order  to  obtain  in  each  case  the  authorization,  the  said  authorities  making 
report  to  his  excellency  the  president  of  the  administrative  council  of  embargoeil 
property  by  means  of  the  statement  referred  to  in  the  circular  of  the  20th  of  April. 
Gml  preserve  von  many  years. 

DOMINGO  DUU  E. 

Havana,  May  13,  1869. 

The  Governor  or  Lieutenant  Governors  of . 


[Indonurc  with  AiMpatch  No.  137.1 

[From  the  Official  (xazett'e,  Havana,  April  90,  ia69.~Tranftlatioii.l 

Sl'PERIOH   POLITICAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE   PROVINCE  OF  CUBA. 

[Circular.] 

By  the  Gazette  of  the  15th  instant  you  will  have  learned  of  two  circularB  which  I 
have  issued:  the  first,  by  reason  of  tliere  having  bet^n  rtM^eived  by  the  mail  and  cin-ii- 
lated  with  profhsion  a  printed  paper,  signed  Jos?  Morales  Lemus,  president  of  the  cen- 
tral republican  committee  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico ;  and  the  second  directing  pn^ 
c(^ings  without  delay  for  the  embargo  of  all  the  pK)p«^rty  and  effects  which  the  said 
Morales  Lemus  and  the  individuals  therein  named  possess  or  have  possessed  in  thin 
island. 
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Ah  a  preventive  menouro  to  iiiiiMnle  the  makiiifi:  of  any  sales  of  property  with  illicit 
«ad8,  5'ou  will  also  have  noted  my  deon'e,  dated  the  Ist  instant^  published  in  the  Ga- 
zette of  the  16th,  and  finally  in  the  Gazette  of  the  18th  another  decree  has  Ijeen  pub- 
lished creating  an  administrative  council  for  the  property  ordered  to  be  embargoed  on 
the  Ist  instant. 

These  resolutions,  well  mcKlitated  and  amply  justified  by  the  losses  caused  by  the  in- 
surgents, are  in  accortlance  with  a  system  which  it  is  indispenstible  to  ftdlow  in  order 
to  terminate  at  once  with  the  iusurn^ction. 

With  this  end  using  the  extnuirdiiniry  and  discreticmal  faculties  with  which  the 
supreme  government  iif  the  nation  luis  invested  me,  I  have  resolved  the  following : 

ARTICI.K  1.  All  individuals  against  whom  it  may  be  pn>ved  that  they  have  taken 
part  in  the  insurrection,  within  or  without  the  island,  whether  with  arms  in  the  hand 
or  by  aiding  it  with  arms,  munitions,  money,  and  articles  for  subsistence,  are  declared 
comprebendc^d  in  the  circular  of  the  15th  instant,  relating  to  the  embargo  of  the  property 
of  J<]s^  Morales  Lemns  and  others. 

Art.  2.  There  are  excepted  fn»m  tln»  nrecediug  disposition  the  individuals  who  have 
opportnnely  availed  of  the  amnesty  and  pardon  decrtHMl,  and  whc»  by  their  subsequent 
conduct  have  pn>ved  their  adhesion  to  the  government. 

Art.  3»  Tlie  individuals  c<miprehende<l  in  Jirticle  1  .are  hereby  deprived  of  nil  the 
civil  and  pcditical  rights  which  by  our  laws  they  have  enjoyed ;  this  resolution  taking 
effect  from  (retrotrayendofte)  the  li)th  of  OctolM»r,  when  the' insurrection  commenced  at 
Yara,  or  from  the  date  on  which  it  may  be  ascertained  they  tm)k  part  m  the  preparations 
for  the  insurrection. 

Art.  4.  The  contracts  celebnit4>4l  by  said  individuals  from  the  dat<^s  indicat-ed  shall 
be  presented  for  the  revision  of  the  government  within  three  days  after  the  publication 
of  tnis  circular. 

Art.  5.  The  governors  and  lieuti*nant  governors  shall  immediately  remit  said  con- 
tracta,  with  the  corresponding  report,  to  the  president  of  the  administrative  council, 
whereupon  examinaticm  of  the  antecedent  decision  shall  be  rendered  as  to  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

Art.  6.  Said  authorities  will  immediately  prcK'ced  by  themselves  or  through  their 
delegates  to  the  formation  of  gubemative  judicial  proceedings  {expedientes  gubema- 
tivas)  whereby  there  may  be  proved  the  offense  of  the  indiviuuals  embraced  in  this 
resolatifm,  giving  account  in  each  case  to  the  president  of  the  administrative  council 
of  the  commencement  of  such  pnx'eedings. 

Art.  7.  As  soon  as  pnwf  shall  bo  obtained  of  the  culpability  of  the  delinquents 
the  embargo  of  all  the  property,  rights,  and  interests  which  they  possess  in  the  juris- 
diction shall  immeiliately  be  pro<»ee<led  with,  advising,  in  writing,  the  governor  or 
lieutenant  governors  of  other  juris<lictions  where  property  of  the  culpable  parties 
exists  to  the  end  that  the  embargo  of  the  same  may  be  effected. 

Art.  S.  Each  gnbernative  proceeding  {expediente)  shall  be  confined  to  one  indi- 
vidual alone,  and  as  the  pro<'eediugs  are  concluded  by  the  deposit  of  the  property  em- 
Itargoetl,  account  shall  1m)  given  to  the  president  of  the  administrative  council,  in  con- 
fonuity  with  the  prescriptions  of  article  seven  of  the  decree  creating  that  body. 

Art.  9.  The  govenioi-s  and  lieut>enant  governors  who  in  their  juris<lictions  em- 
bargo the  property  of  individuals  who  are  or  were  residents  of  other  jurisilictions,  will 
remit  to  the  president  of  the  mlministrative  council  the  data  to  which  the  article  just 
f'ited  refers,  and  will  pass  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  place  to  which  the  notice 
of  embargo  is  addressed  a  statement  of  the  projjerty  embai'goed,  which  shall  be  aimexed 
to  the  prweedings,  (cjrpediente.) 

Art.  10.  When  the  case  arrives  that  from  the  evidence  preseutwl  in  the  proceed- 
inga  it  is  necessary  to  pro«-eed  to  the  embargo  of  property,  an  order  base<l  upon  such 
cause  Hhall  be  issued,  which  shall  be  can-iecl  into  effect  by  the  lieutenant  governor  in 
persoUy  or  the  deputy  he  may  appoint,  accompanied  by  a  notary  public  and  two  or 
three  ivitnesses,  who  shall  be  near  relatives  of  the  criminal,  and  in  default  of  tiiese, 
hin  neifibbors.  Where  there  is  no  notary  public  his  place  shall  be  supplied  by  two 
atteutliug  witnesses  according  to  law. 

Art.  11.  In  the  act  of  embargo  an  exai't  inventory  shall  be  mmle  of  the  property 
Keize<l,  specifying  in  detail  furniture,  lands,  rights,  and  interests,  and  expressing  the 
ctmiiiistanccs  which  prove  their  identity  and  may  avoid  all  mistakes. 

Art.  12.  The  property  embargoed  shall  be  deposited  with  a  neighboring  layman,  (vedno- 
legOf)  eligible  and  responsible,  sele<'ted  by  the  governor  or  lieutenant  governor,  who 
shall  uiake  the  appointment  known  to  the  president  of  the  administrative  council, 
givinjir  to  the  depositary  h*gal  evi<lence  of  the  embargo  and  of  his  appointment. 

Art.  13.  At  the  discretion  of  the  governor  or  lieutenant  governor,  and  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  case,  all  property  sliall  l>e  placed  in  the  custody  of  one  sole  deposit- 
ary, or  aball  be  divided  among  several ;  it  being  the  duty  of  said  authorities  to  liear 
in'^uiin'l  that  they  are  to  S4'ek  in  the  best  possible  manner  that  the  property"  suffers  no 
deterioration  whatever  in  its  amount  and  pro<luctibility  ;  for  which  reason,  if  there  be 
any  creditor  for  advances  made  ujwn  the  estate,  they  will  endeavor  to  have  the  lu^rson 
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who  has  made  such  advances  appoiuted  as  depositary,  provi<le<l  always  that  he  shall 
merit  the  eiitire  confidence  of  the  government. 

Art.  14.  The  depositaries  shall  take  charge  of  the  property  in  conformity  with 
the  inventory  prepared,  giving  their  receipt  before  the  lientenaut  governor  or  his  dele- 
gate, the  witnesses  and  the  notary  public  who  acts,  and  pledging  themselve.4,  with 
their  persons  and  their  property,  to  hold  the  same  in  their  custody  and  possession  ac- 
cording to  the  law  in  reference  to  deposits,  and  subject  to  the  orders  ot  the  president 
of  the  administrative  council. 

Art.  15.  The  depositaries  shall  preserve  and  administer  the  proj)erty  with  all 
care  and  diligence,  being  responsible  even  for  the  most  trivial  fault ;  they  shall  not 
sell  the  same  under  any  title  or  pretext,  except  when,  by  the  governor  or  lien- 
tenant  governor,  this  shall  be  ordered  in  consequence  of  a  resolution  of  the  adniinistnip 
tive  council :  nor  can  they  transfer  the  deposit  to  another  person,  unless  for  a  just 
cause  it  bo  thus  directed  by  the  first  authority  of  the  district,  in  which  case  the  deposit- 
ary newly  appointed  will  take  charj^e  of  the  property  in  conformity  with  the  disposi- 
tions contained  in  the  foregoing  article  ;  of  all  ot  which  information  shall  be  given  to 
the  president  of  the  administrative  council. 

Art.  16.  The  depositaries  shall  keep  a  faithful  and  exact  account,  accompanied  by 
vouchers,  of  all  expenses  incurred  and  of  the  products  received  from  the  property, 
which  accounts,  with  the  net  results,  shall  be  delivered  monthly  to  the  governor  or 
lieutenant  governor. 

Art.  17.  Immediately  that  the  depositary  has  delivere<l  the  proceeds,  the  first  ao- 
thority  will  order  that  the  same  be  paid  over  to  the  officers  of  the  treasury,  as  a  de- 
posit at  the  disposal  of  the  president  of  the  administrative  council,  remitting  at  the 
same  time  the  proper  letter  of  payment,  a  certified  copy  of  which  shall  be  attached  to 
the  legal  proceedings. 

Art.  18.  Tlie  accounts,  with  their  vouchers,  shall  also* be  remitted  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  administrative  council,  in  order  that  the  necessary  action  may  l>e  taken 
with  reference  to  their  approval,  of  which  proceeding  a  copy  shall  be  remitted  to  the 
lieutenant  governor,  to  be  annexed  to  the  legal  proceedings. 

Art.  19.  When  the  property  embargoed  consists  of  cultivated  estates,  grazing  farms, 
or  other  property  which  reo  uires  cultivation  or  care,  the  depositary  shall  be  authorised 
to  select  and  appoint  under  his  responsibility  the  administrator  or  employ ^.s  that  may  be 
strictly  necessary. 

Art.  20.  No  one  will  be  permitted  to  excuse  himself  from  admitting  the  appoint- 
ment  of  depositary,  unless  exempt  by  the  laws  from  the  discharge  of  local  offices.  In 
accordance  with  the  importance  and  character  of  the  property  embargoed,  and  in  pro- 
portion to  the  labor  the  depositary  may  have  to  perform,  the  governor  or  lieutenant 
governor  will  inform  the  president  of  the  administrative  councu  with  reference  to  the 
remuneration  that  the  former  should  enjoy,  which  shall  always  consist  of  a  certain 
percentage  of  the  sums  he  may  collect  and  pay  out,  with  the  understanding  that  it 
shall  not  exceed  five  per  cent,  upon  payments  and  receipts,  excluding  from  this  charge 
the  payment  over  of  the  restdt«  referred  to  in  article  16. 

Art.  21.  The  governors  and  lieutenant  governors  shall  bo  responsible,  in  con- 
formity with  the  laws,  for  any  improper  selection  of  depositaries  that  they  may  make, 
and  consequently  for  the  errors  that  the  latter  may  commit,  especially  if  through  their 
fault  the  embargoed  property  shall  be  lost. 

Art.  22.  The  embargoed  property  shall  be  liable  in  the  first  place  for  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  its  preservation  and  working,  among  which  shall  be  considered  with 
all  preference  the  payment  of  the  current  and  overdue  taxes  which  it  may  owe ;  in  the 
second  place,  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the  owner  of  the  embargoed 
property  previous  to  the  dates  to  which  article  .3  refers. 

AiiT.  23.  When  the  creditor  shall  be  one  of  the  individuals  comprehended  in  this 
circular,  the  payment  of  the  authenticated  credits  shall  be  made  to  the  dei)ositary  of 
the  embargoed  property  of  said  creditors.  Should  the  latter  not  be  one  of  the  individ- 
uals referred  to  he  will  have  to  authenticate  his  credit-s  before  the  ^vernor  or  lieut«i- 
ant  governor,  who  will  give  account  to  the  president  of  the  administrative  conocil,  in 
order  that  he  may  direct  in  the  proper  case  that  payment  be  proceedwl  with.  The 
debts  contracted  subsequent  to  the  dates  indicated  in  article  three  shall  be  compre- 
hended in  what  is  ordered  in  articles  four  and  tive. 

Art  24.  When  all  or  a  part  of  the  embargoed  property  is  subject  to  the  respon- 
sibility of  a  meeting  of  creditors,  or  failure,  there  may  be  appointed  as  the  depositary 
of  said  property  the  trustees  elected  by  said  creditors ;  but  if  the  said  trustees  have 
been  appointed  by  the  trilmnal  before  which  the  proceedings  of  the  creditors  have  been 
taken,  it  shall  be  necessary  that  said  trustees  shall  be  the  depositaries  of  the  embargo, 
with  the  obligation  to  comply  with  the  dispositions  of  this  circular  which  refer  to  said 
depositaries.  The  trustees  renniuerated  by  the  creditors  caimot  receive  the  remuner- 
ation to  which  article  twenty  refers. 

Art.  25.  When  the  proceedings  taken  by  the  credittirs  shall  have  become  final, 
and  the  execution  of  the  same  is  to  be  proceeded  with,  there  shall  l>e  added  to  the 
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record  of  the  guhernative  proceedings  an  official  transcript  of  the  same  for  the  proper 
ends  ;  and  the  governor  or  lieutenant  governor  will  remit  to  the  president  of  the  ad- 
ministrative council  a  copy  of  said  transcript. 

Art.  26.  When  the  property  embargoed  in  const^qnence  of  the  gulH»mative  legal 
proceedings  instituted  shall  have  been  previously  embargoed  by  judicial  order,  the 
new  embargo  shall  be  nia<le  known  to  the  judge  who  ordered  the  first.  In  this  case 
there  shall  be  appointed  depositary  the  peraon  who  is  already  so  acting,  who  shall  be 
reinvested  with  the  charge  by  a  new  deposit,  previously  recounting  and  taking  an 
inventory  of  the  property ;  but  no  remuneration  shall  be  assigned  to  him,  at  least 
unless  under  his  first  charge  none  is  received. 

Art.  27.  If  the  first  embargo  shall  have  been  imposed  at  the  petition  of  any  indi- 
vidual comprehended  in  this  circular,  when  the  criminality  of  said  individual  shall 
have  be^n  proved  by  the  gubemative  proceedings,  the  governor  or  lieutenant  governor 
shall  notify  the  respective  judge,  who,  after  having  estimated  the  costs,  shall  suspend 
the  course  of  the  proceedings,  remitting  the  same  to  the  gubemative  authority,  in  order 
that  the  payment  of  the  said  costs  may  be  orderetl,  and  that  the  further  proceedings 
be  taken  in  conformity  with  article  twenty-three. 

Art.  28.  When  the  first  embargo  shall  have  been  made  at  the  instance  of  a  per- 
son not  comprehended  in  this  circular,  the  respective  judge  shall  render  sentence  in 
conformity  with  law  in  the  shorte^^t  possible  time,  remitting  a  transcript  of  the  same 
to  the  governor  or  lieutenant  governor  for  the  consequent  effects. 

Art.  29.  If  any  person  not  comprehended  in  this  circular  shall  claim  as  his  all  or 
a  part  of  the  embargoed  property,  the  embar^  shall  not  be  raised  until  his  right  shall 
1>e  proved,  and  the  resolution  of  the  administrative  council  shall  l>e  had,  to  whom 
account  shall  be  given,  with  a  copy  of  the  proceedings. 

Art.  30.  The  governor  or  Ueuteuant  governor,  who,  in  their  jurisdictions,  embargo 
the  property  of  mdividuals  who  were  or  are  residents  of  another  Jurisdiction,  will  form 
the  legal  proceeilings,  commencing  with  the  official  order  received  for  the  embargo, 
proceeding  immediately  to  carry  the  same  into  eftect,  in  conformity  with  this  circular. 
Having  finished  the  proceedings,  they  will  comply  with  the  dispositions  specified  in 
article  nine,  preserving  the  record  of  the  proceedings  with  the  archives  of  the  governor 
or  lieutenant  governor  for  future  ends. 

Art.  31.  On  issuing  the  order  of  embargo  to  which  article  ten  refers,  notice  shj^U 
be  issued  through  the  newspapers,  or,  in  cases  where  there  are  none,  through  placards, 
to  all  persons  who  may  possess  sums,  effects,  or  values  of  any  kind  whatsoever  belong- 
ing to  the  individual  to  whom  the  proceedings  refer,  that  they  immediately  notify 
the  authorities  of  the  same,  being  resitonsible  for  all  concealment  or  means  of  eluding 
compliance  with  that  order,  and  prohibiting  to  them  tenuinantly  the  purchase,  sale, 
payment,  transfer,  cession,  and  the  making  by  them  of  any  transaction  which  affects 
or  mav  relate  to  the  ownership  of  the  property  embargoe<l,  with  the  understanding 
that  the  infractors  are  comprehended  in  the  disposition  with  regard  to  offenses  of  infi- 
dencia  in  the  decree  of  this  superior  government  of  the  13th  of  Pebruarj'  last,  and  will 
be  subje^tetl  in  consequence  to  court-martial. 
God  preserve  you  many  years. 

DOMINGO  DULCE. 


VII. — ^ADDITIONAL  OORRESPONDENCE,  SHOWING  STEPS  TAKEN  IN  REF- 
ERENCE TO  SUCH  SEIZURES  OF  AMERICAN  VESSELS,  TO  SUCH  EM- 
BARGOES OR  CONFISCATIONS  OF  PROPERTY,  AND  TO  SUCH  IMPRIS- 
ONMENT OF  PERSONS  CLAIMING  TO  BE  CITIZENS  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 

No.  1. 

Mr,  Hall  to  Mr.  Hunter* 

Habana,  March  27, 1869.— (Received  April  2.) 
I  hav^e  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  and  translation  of  the 

proclamation  of  Captain  General  Dulce,  relative  to  vessels  approaching 

the  island  with  hostile  intentions,  having  men,  arms,  or  munitions  of 

war  on  board. 
I  would  respectfully  call  the  particular  attention  of  the  department 

to  the  extraordinary  features  of  this  proclamation. 
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[Translation.— Official.] 
.srPKRlOR  POLITICAL  (JOVERXMKNT  OF  ITTE  PROVINCE  OF  CUBA. 

It  l»eiiig  necessary  for  the  better  service  of  the  state,  ami  with  the  firm  detemiiuation 
that  the  iuHiirrection,  already  held  in  check  by  tlie  force  of  anns  in  the  interior,  nhall 
receive  no  exterior  aid  that  may  contribnte  to  its  prolongation,  and  to  the  niin  of 
property,  industry-,  and  commerce — using  the  extraordinary  and  discretional  jKiwers  in 
me  vested  by  the  supreme  government  of  the  nation— I  decree  the  following : 

Vessels  which  may  be  captured  in  Spanish  waters  or  on  the  high  seas  near  to  the 
island  having  on  board  men,  arms,  and  munitions,  or  effects  that  caTi  in  any  manner 
contribute,  promote,  or  foment  the  insurrection  in  this  province,  whatsoever  their  deri- 
vation and  aestination,  after  examination  of  their  papers  and  register,  shall  be  de/acio 
considered  a«  enemies  of  the  integrity  of  our  temtory,  and  treated  as  pirat-es,  in  acoord- 
ance  with  the  ordinances  of  the  navy. 

All  |iersons  captured  in  such  vessels,  without  reganl  to  their  number,  will  be  iuime- 
diatly  executed. 

DOMINGO  DUIXIE. 

Havana,  March  24,  1869. 


No.  2. 
^fr,  Fifth  to  Mr,  Lopez  Roberts, 

Washington,  April  3, 1869. 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  tlie  United  States  to  invite  yoar 
serious  attention,  and  through  you  that  of  your  government,  to  a  proc- 
lamation of  his  excellency  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba,  of  the  24th  of 
last  month,  an  authentic  copy  of  which  has  this  day  been  received  at 
this  department. 

That  instrument,  in  its  preamble,  refers  to  the  existing  iusarrectioii 
in  Cuba,  and  declares  that  the  measures  which  it  proposes  for  the  sup- 
pression of  that  insurrection  are  necessary  for  that  purpose.  Those 
measures  are:  "Vessels  which  may  be  captured  in  Spanish  waters  or 
on  the  high  seas  near  to  the  island  (Cuba)  having  on  board  men,  arms^ 
and  munitions,  or  effects  that  can  in  any  manner  contribute  to  promote 
or  foment  the  insurrection  in  this  province,  whatever  their  derivation 
or  destination,  after  examination  of  their  papers  and  register,  shall  he 
de  facto  considered  as  enemies  of  the  integrity  of  our  territory,  and 
treated  as  pirates  in  accordance  with  the  ordinances  of  the  navy. 

"All  persons  captured  in  such  vessels,  without  regard  to  their  num- 
ber, will  be  immediately  executed.'' 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  high  a  functionary  as  the  Captain  Gen- 
eral of  Cuba  should,  as  this  paper  seems  to  indicate,  have  overlooked 
the  obligations  of  his  government  pursuant  to  the  law  of  nations,  and 
especially  its  promises  in  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain  of  1795. 

Under  that  law  and  treaty  the  United  States  expect  for  their  citizens 
and  vessels  the  privilege  of  carrying  to  the  enemies  of  Spain,  whether 
those  enemies  be  claimed  as  Spanish  subjects  or  citizens  of  other  coun- 
tries, subject  only  to  the  requirements  of  a  legal  blockade,  all  merchan- 
dise not  contraband  of  war.  Articles  contraband  of  war,  when  destined 
for  the  enemies  of  Spain,  are  liable  to  seizure  on  the  high  seas,  but  the 
right  of  seizure  is  limited  to  such  articles  only,  and  no  claim  for  its  ex- 
tension to  other  merchandise,  or  to  persons  not  in  the  civil,  military,  or 
naval  service  of  the  enemies  of  Spain,  will  be  acquiesced  in  by  the 
United  States. 

This  government  certainly  cannot  assent  to  the  punishment  by  Span- 
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ish  authorities  of  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  for  the  exercise  of  a 
privilege  to  which  he  may  be  entitled  under  public  law  and  treaties. 

It  is  consequently  hoped  that  his  excellency  the  Captain  General  of 
Cuba  will  either  recall  the  proclamation  referred  to,  or  will  give  such 
instructions  to  the  proper  officers  as  will  prevent  its  illegal  application 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States  or  their  propert}'.  A  contrary  course 
might  endanger  those  friendly  and  cordial  relations  between  the  two 
governments  which  it  is  the  hearty  desire  oY  the  President  should  be 
maintained. 


Xo.  a. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr,  Lopez  Eoheris. 

Washington,  April  30, 1869. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  inform  you  that  this  department 
lias  received  from  the  United  States  consulate  in  Cuba  a  decree  dated 
the  first  day  of  April  current,  and  promulgated  by  the  Captain  General 
of  the  island  on  the  15th  of  this  month,  which  virtually  forbids  the  aliena- 
tion of  property  in  the  island,  except  with  the  revision  and  assent  of 
certain  officials  named  in  the  decree,  and  which  declares  null  and  void 
all  sales  made  without  such  revision  and  assent. 

In  view  of  the  intimate  commercial  relations  between  Cuba  and  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  great  amount  of  American  property  constantly 
invested  there  in  commercial  ventures,  as  well  as  in  a  more  i>ermanent 
form,  the  President  views  with  regret  such  sweeping  interference  with 
the  rights  of  individuals  to  alienate  or  dispose  of  their  property,  and  he 
hopes  that  steps  may  be  speedily  taken  to  modify  this  decree  so  that  it 
shall  not  be  applicable  to  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  thus  prevent  disputes  and  complaints  that  cannot  fail  to  arise  if  its 
execution  is  attempted  as  to  such  jjropertj'. 


No.  4. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts. 

Washington,  May  10, 1869. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  proclamation  said  to  have  been 
issued  by  General  Count  Valmaseda,  in  Cuba. 

In  the'interest  of  Christian  civilization  and  common  humanity,  I  hope 
that  this  document  is  a  forgery.  If  it  be  indeed  genuine,  the  President 
instructs  me,  in  the  most  forcible  manner,  to  protest  against  such  a  mode 
of  warfare,  and  to  ask  you  to  request  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Cuba 
to  take  such  steps  that  no  person  having  the  right  to  claim  the  protec- 
tion of  the  government  of  the  United  States  shall  be  sacrificed  or  injured 
in  the  conduct  of  hostilities  upon  this  basis. 


[From  the  Diariu  do  la  Marina,  April  39,  1869— TranHlatioii.] 

The  Redactor,  («f  St.  Jago  do  Cuba,)  in  it8  iuiinl)er  of  *<2lBt  iustant,  imblishes  the  fol- 
lowing important  proclamation  of  General  Count  Valma»eda : 

Inbabitantf)  of  the  country !  The  re-enforcenientH  of  troopH  that  I  have  Iwen  waiting 
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for  have  arrived ;  with  theiii  I  Hhall  give  protection  to  the  good,  and  puuitih  iirou]])tly 
those  that  8till  remain  in  reb«»llion  agaiunt  the  government  of  the  metropolis. 

Yon  know  that  I  have  pardoned  thoHe  that  have  fonght  ns  with  arms ;  that  yonr 
"wiveH,  mothers,  and  Hiati'rs  have  fonud  in  me  the  nnex|)ected  protection  that  you  have 
refu0e<l  them.  You  know,  also,  that  many  of  those  I  have  pardoned  have  turned  against 
U6  again. 

Before  such  ingratitude*,  such  villainy,  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  l>e  the  man  that  I 
have  lH»en  ;  tlien^  is  no  longer  a  jdace  for  a  falsified  neutrality ;  he  that  is  not  for  me  in 
against  me,  and  that  my  soldiyrs  may  know  how  to  distinguish,  you  hear  the  onh-r 
they  cany : 

1st.  Everj'  man,  from  the  age  of  fifteen  years  upward,  found  awav  fixmi  his  habita- 
tion, (fiuca,)  and  dcM's  not  prove  a  justified  motive  therefor,  will  be  shot. 

2d.  Everj'  habitation  unoccunied  will  be  burned  by  the  troops. 

3d.  Every  habitatiem  from  which  does  not  float  a  white  flag,  as  a  signal  that  itsoccn- 
pants  desii^e  peace,  will  be  reduced  to  ashes. 

Women  that  are  not  living  at  their  own  homes,  or  at  the  houst^s  of  their  relativcK, 
will  collect  in  the  town  of  Jiguani,  or  Bayamo,  where  maintenance  will  be  provideiL 
Those  who  do  not  jiresent  themstdves  will  be  conducted  forcibly. 

The  foregoing  determinations  will  commence  to  take  effect  on  the  14th  of  the  present 
mouth 

EL  CONDE  DE  VALMASEDA. 

Bavamo,  April  4,  1869. 


No.  5. 


Mr.  Fi^h  to  Mr.  Hale. 
No.  158.  J  May  11,  1869. 

I  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  note  to  the  Spanish  minis- 
ter at  Washington,  dated  April  3,*  relative  to  a  proclamation  by  the 
Captain  General  of  Cuba  for  the  detention,  search,  and  seizure  of  neu- 
tral vessels  on  the  high  seas.  The  British  government  have  furnished 
us,  through  Mr.  Eeverdy  Johnson,  with  a  copy  of  their  instruction,  by 
telegraph,  to  the  British  minister  at  Madrid,  to  protect  against  this 
proclamation.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  add  that  we  have  intelligence 
that  the  proclamation  has  been  modified. 

•  •••  ••••• 

I  further  enclose  a  copy  of  another  note  to  Mr.  Eoberts,  of  the  lOtb 
instant,  protesting  against  the  infamous  proclamation  of  General  Count 
Yahnaseda,  of  which  a  copy  accompanies  it.  You  will  please  make 
similar  rex)resentations  to  the  Spanish  government. 


No.  6. 

Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  66.]  Havana,  July  8, 1869.— (Received  July  15.) 

In  his  dispatch  No.  17,  of  the  27th  of  March  last,  my  predecessor,  Mr, 
Hall,  transmitted  to  the  department  copy  of  a  decree  issued  on  the  24th 
of  that  month  by  Captain  General  Dulce,  "relative  to  the  vessels  ap- 
proaching this  island  with  hostile  intentions,  having  men,  arms,  or  mu- 
nitions of  war  on  board." 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  copy  and  transla- 
tion of  a  decree  published  in  the  Gazette  of  last  evening,  issued  by 
Captain  General  Caballero  de  Bodas,  under  date  of  the  7th  instant,  iii 
substitution  for  the  said  decree  of  the  24th  of  March  last,  and  of  three 
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other  decrees,  of  prior  date,  pertinent  to  the  same  subject,  and  relating 
to  the  ports  and  coasts  of  this  island,  and  communication  therewith. 

In  an  interview  with  General  Caballero  de  Eodas  to-day,  the  hope 
was  expressed  by  him  that  the  present  decree  would  be  found  satisfac- 
tory by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 


[Translation.) 

FIRST    SKCTION — GENERAL.   SUPERIOR   OFFICES — SUPERIOR  POLITICAL  GOVERNMENT  OP 

THE  PROVINCE   OF  CUBA. 

Havana,  July  7,  1869. 

Tlie  custo<ly  and  vigilance  of  tlie  coasts  of  this  island,  adjacent  keys,  and  territorial 
waters,  being  of  the  utmost  importance  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  parties  of  insur- 
gents, which  have  been  sustained  by  exterior  aid,  dctenuined  to  give  a  vigorous  im* 
pnlse  to  their  prosecution,  and  in  order  to  explain  certain  doubts  which  have  occurred 
to  our  cruisers  as  to  the  genuine  interpretation  of  the  decrees  published  by  this  supe- 
rior political  government  under  date  of  the  9th  of  November,  1868,  and  18th  and  26th 
of  February,  and  24th  of  March  of  the  present  year,  I  have  determined  to  unite  and 
amplify  in  this  all  of  the  said  dispositions,  which  therefor  remain  substituted  by  the 
present,  and  making  use  of  the  faculties  with  which  I  am  investtid  by  the  government 
of  the  nation,  I  decree  : 

Article  1.  There  shall  continue  closed  to  imi>ort  and  export  trade,  as  well  for  ves- 
Hels  in  f(»Teign  commerce  as  also  those  in  the  coasting  trade,  all  the  porta  situated  from 
Cayo  Bahia  de  Ciidiz  to  Punta  Mayso,  on  the  north,  and  from  Punta  Mayso  to  Cienfue- 
goH  on  the  south,  with  the  excejitioii  of  those  (»f  Sagua  le  Grande,  Caibarien,  Neuvita8, 
Gibara,  Baracoa,  Gnantanamo,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Manzadillo,  Santa  Cniz,  Zara,  Cas- 
ildo,  or  Trinidad,  and  Cienfuegos,  in  which  there  are  established  custom-houses  or  col- 
lection offices. 

Those  who  attempt  to  enter  the  closed  jKirts  or  to  hold  communication  with  the 
coast  shall  be  pursuwl,  and,  on  being  apprehended,  prosecuteil  as  infractors  of  the  laws. 
Art.  2.  In  accordance  wuth  the  same  there  shall  also  l)e  prosecuted  vessels  carrying 
powder,  arms,  or  military'  supplies. 

Art.  3.  The  transportation  of  individuals  for  the  service  of  the  insun-ection  is  much 
moTc  grave  than  that  of  contraband,  and  will  be  considered  as  an  act  decidedly  hostile, 
Ikying  i>n>ceeded  against  in  such  case  as  an  enemy,  the  vessel  and  its  crew. 

Art.  4.  K  the  individuals  to  which  the  preceding  article  refers  come  armed,  they  will 
afford  proof  in  fact  of  their  intentions,  and  will  be  tried  as  pirates  the  same  as  the  crew 
of  the  vessel. 

Art.  5-  There  shall  also  lie  held  to  be  i)i rates,  in  conformity  with  law,  vessels  which 
may  be  seized  bearing  a  flag  not  recognized,  whether  the  same  be  armed  or  not  as  ves- 
sels of  war. 

Art.  6.  On  the  high  seas  contiguous  to  those  of  this  island  the  cruisers  shall  confine 
themselves  to  exercise  over  such  vessels  as  may  be  denounced,  or  those  that  by  their 
proceedings  excite  simpicion,  the  rights  stipulated  in  the  treaties  signed  by  Spain  with 
tlie  United  St^ites  hi  1795.  with  Great  Britain  in  183.5,  and  with  other  nations  subse- 
<iuently,  and  if  in  the  exercise  of  these  rights  vessels  should  be  found  recognized  as 
enemies  of  the  integrity  of  the  territory,  they  shall  be  brought  into  jMirt  for  the  corres- 
ponding legal  investigation  and  trial. 

CABALLERO  DE  RODAS. 


No.  7. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts. 

Washington,  Jttly  16, 1869. 
The  nndersigiied,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uuited  States,  has  the 
honor  to  inclose  to  Mr.  Roberts,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plen- 
ipotentiary of  Spain,  a  translation  of  a  decree  which  he  has  received, 
published"  in  the  Gaceta  de  la  Habana,  (parte  official^)  under  date  of 
July  Tj  1869,  purporting  to  be  signed  by  General  Caballero  de  Rodas, 
the  Captain  General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  to  which  the  undersigned 
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desires  to  call  the  attention  of  Mr.  Roberts,  as  it  may  in  its  possible  op 
eration  involve  serious  complications  between  the  government  of  Spain 
and  that  of  the  United  States.  It  paqK)rts  to  be  issued  in  order  to  put 
an  end  to  an  insurrection  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  which  the  United  States 
have  hitherto  treated  only  as  a  civil  commotion  within  the  dominions  of 
Spain,  that  did  not  give  rise  to  what  are  understood  as  belligerent  rights 
on  the  part  of  either  party  to  the  conflict.  But  the  decree  of  the  Cap- 
tain General  de  Eodas  assumes  powers  and  rights  over  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  other  peoples,  inconsistent  with  a  state  of  peace,  and  which 
the  United  States  can  be  expected  to  allow  their  vessels  to  be  subjei'ted 
to  only  ivhen  Spain  avows  herself  to  be  in  a  state  of  war,  or  shall  be 
manifestly  exercising  the  rights  conceded  only  to  belligerents  in  the 
time  of  war. 

The  first  article  of  the  decree  proposes  to  close  certain  ports,  embra- 
cing a  large  extent  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  against  the  peaceful  com- 
merce of  foreign  countries.  Without  contesting  the  right  of  a  govern- 
ment in  time  of  peace  to  exclude  from  its  ports  the  trade  and  conimeni' 
of  a  friendly  people,  the  undersigned  assumes  that  the  exercise  of  this 
power  is  to  be  understood  purely  as  a  municipal  act,  to  be  executed  and 
enforced  wholly  within  the  recognized  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Spain, 
and  only  as  to  ports  which  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Spanish  author- 
ities. In  case  the  success  of  the  insurrectionary  party  should  put  any 
of  the  ports  declared  to  be  closed  in  their  possession,  the  United  States, 
as  a  maritime  nation,  will  regard  an  effective  blockade  to  be  necessary 
to  the  exclusion  of  their  commerce. 

The  second  article  of  the  decree  is  vague  in  the  absence  of  the  limits 
within  which  it  proposes  to  prohibit  the  carrying  of  powder,  arms,  or 
military  supplies. 

The  transportation  on  the  high  seas,  in  time  of  peace,  of  articles 
commonly  known  as  contraband  of  war,  is  a  legitimate  traffic  and  com- 
merce which  cannot  be  interfered  with  or  denounced  unless  by  a  i>ower 
at  w  ar  with  a  third  party  in  the  admitted  exercise  of  the  recognized 
rights  of  a  belligerent.  The  freedom  of  the  ocean  can  nowhere  and 
under  no  circumstances  be  yielded  by  the  United  States.  The  high  seas 
contiguous  to  those  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  are  a  direct  pathway  of  a  large 
part  of  the  purely  domestic  trade  of  the  United  States.  Their  vessels 
trading  between  their  ports  in  the  (xulf  of  Mexico  and  those  of  the  At- 
lantic coast  pass  necessarily  through  these  waters.  The  greater  part  of 
the  trade  between  the  ports  of  the  United  States  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  continent  and  those  on  the  Pacific  slope,  of  necessity,  passes  in 
sight  of  the  Island  of  Cuba.  The  United  States  cannot,  then,  be  indif- 
ferent or  silent  under  a  decree  which,  by  the  vagueness  of  its  terms,  may 
be  construed  to  allow  their  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  whatever  may  be 
their  cargo,  to  be  embarrassed  or  interfered  with.  If  Spain  be  at  war 
with  Cuba,  the  United  States  will  submit  to  those  rights  which  public 
law  concedes  to  belligerents.  But  while  Spain  disclaims  a  state  of  bel- 
ligerency, or  until  the  United  States  may  find  it  necessary  to  recognize 
her  as  a  belligerent,  the  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  fail  to 
look  with  solicitude  upon  a  decree  which,  if  enforced  against  any  vessel 
of  the  United  States  on  the  high  seas,  cannot  but  be  regarded  as  a  vio- 
lation of  their  rights  that  may  lead  to  serious  complications. 

The  sixth  article  of  the  decree  refers  to  certain  rights  claimed  to  be 
stipulated  by  the  treaty  entered  into  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States  in  1795. 

The  undersigned  desires  to  call  the  attention  of  Mr.  Roberts  and  of 
the  government  of  Spain  to  the  fact  that  the  treaty  of  1795  confers  upon 
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ueither  of  the  contracting  parties  any  rights  on  the  high  seas  over  the 
vessels  of  the  other  in  time  of  peace. 

The  articles  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  from  I  to  XI,  inclusive,  define  and 
regulate  the  reciprocal  relations  and  obligations  of  the  parties  without 
reference  to  either  party  being  engaged  in  war.  The  portion  of  the 
treaty  from  the  Xllth  article  to  the  XVIIIth,  contemplates  exclusively 
their  relations  as  neutrals,  the  duties  and  powers  of  each  toward  the 
other,  when  one  or  the  other  may  be  engaged  in  war  with  a  third  party. 
The  eighteenth  section  recognizes  and  regulates  the  right  of  visit  or  of 
approach  in  time  of  war,  for  the  inspection  of  the  passport  and  the  iden- 
tification of  the  nationality  of  a  vessel  of  commerce  by  the  vessels  of 
war,  or  by  any  privateer  of  the  nation  which  shall  be  at  war.  It  con- 
fers no  right ;  it  limits  and  prescribes  the  manner  of  exercising  a  bel- 
ligerent right  when  such  may  exist.  The  clear  object  and  intent  of  this 
provision  of  the  treaty  is  the  avoidance  of  dissension  and  annoyance, 
and  the  prevention  of  abuse  or  indiscretion  in  the  exercise  of  a  bellig- 
erent right.  Its  location  in  the  treaty,  the  recognition  of  the  right  of  a 
privateer  (who  has  no  existence  except  in  war)  as  having  the  same  power 
and  right  in  the  particular  referred  to  with  a  national  vessel  of  war,  and 
the  whole  scope  and  aim  of  the  XVIIIth  article  of  the  treaty,  established 
beyond  possibility  of  question  that  it  refers  only  to  the  rights  which  one 
of  the  parties  may  have  by  reason  of  being  in  a  state  of  war. 

The  treaty  authorizes  nothing  but  the  inspection  of  the  passport  of 
the  vessel  of  trade  met  with,  while  the  6th  article  of  the  decree  of  Gen- 
eral de  Kodas  contemplates  a  search  as  to  the  character  of  the  vessel 
l>eyond  the  limitation  fixed  by  the  treaty. 

If  Spain  be  engaged  in  war,  it  is  essential  to  the  rights  as  well  as  to 
the  definition  of  the  duties  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  they 
be  publicly  and  authoritatively  advised  thereof,  and  admonished  as  to 
their  obligations  and  liabilities  in  their  new  relation  with  a  friendly 
power.  And  such  admonition  admits  of  no  avoidable  delay  in  view  of 
the  vast  commerce  that  will  thus  be  subjected  to  restriction,  limitation, 
and  possible  detention. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  resi)ectfully  desires  to  be  informed  by 
Mr.  Roberts,  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  whether,  in  the  issuance 
of  this  decree,  it  is  to  be  understood  by  the  United  States  that  Spain 
recognizes  that  she  is  in  a  state  of  war,  and  claims  the  right  of  a  bel- 
ligerent. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  further  to  say  to  Mr.  Roberts  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  cannot  fail  to  regard  the  continuance 
of  the  decree  referred  to,  or  any  exercise  on  the  high  seas  near  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  by  any  vessel  of  war  or  privateer  of  Spain,  of  the  right 
to  visit  or  board  any  vessel  of  the  United  States,  under  color  of  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  as  involving  the  logical  conclusion  of 
a  recognition  by  Spain  of  a  state  of  war  with  Cuba. 

Before  concluding,  the  undersigned  begs  to  call  Mr.  Roberts's  atten- 
tion to  the  very  grave  complication  which  might  ensue  from  any  inter- 
ference with  a  vessel  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  a  lawful  voyage, 
passing  near  the  Island  of  Cuba.  The  United  States  maintain  the  right 
of  their  flag  to  cover  and  protect  their  ships  on  the  high  seas. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  expresses  the  hope  that  Mr.  Roberts 
will  speedily  be  at  liberty  to  announce  the  formal  abrogation  of  a  decree 
which  causes  so  much  serious  apprehension  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  and  against  which  this  government  feels  bound,  most 
earnestly,  to  remonstrate. 

For  inclosure,  see  Mr.  Plumb's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Fish  of  July  8, 186^ 
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No.  8. 

Mr.  Plumh  to  Mr.  Fish. 

:No.  83.]  Havana,  July  21, 1869.— (Received  July  31.) 

With  1113^  dispatch  No.  66,  of  the  8th  instant,  I  had  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  an  important  maritime  decree  issued  b^^  Cap- 
tain General  Caballero  de  Eodas  on  the  7th  of  this  month. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  and  trans- 
lation of  a  decree  issued  under  date  of  the  18th  instant,  published  in 
the  Official  Gazette  of  la«t  evening?,  modifying  the  decree  of  the  7th 
instant,  by  the  suppression  from  it  of  the  last  or  6th  article. 


f  FroDi  the  Offlcial  Gazette,  Havana,  Jol}'^  90,  IseO.—TraiiBlaUoii.] 
8UPERIOR  POUTICVL  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  CUBA.     . 

In  view  of  the  determinations  adopted  by  tlie  government  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  as  reported  by  his  exceUency  the  minister  of  Spain  in  Washington,  noder 
date  of  the  15th  instant,  and  which  were  published  in  the  Official  Gazette  of  the  fol- 
lowing day,  and  in  order,  at  the  same  time,  to  relieve  legitimate  commerce  from  all 
unnecessary  interference,  in  use  of  the  facilities  which  are  conferred  upon  me  by  the 
supreme  government  of  the  nation,  I  have  determined  to  modify  my  decree  of  the  7tb 
instant,  leaving  the  same  redncecl  to  the  first  five  and  essential  articles. 

CABALLERO  DE  RODAS. 

Havana,  July  18, 1869. 


No.  9. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington  J  August  11, 1869. 
Sir  :  On  the  23cl  of  April  last,  Mr.  Hale  telegraphed  and  wrote  to 
this  department  from  Madrid,  as  follows : 

Spanish  government  promise  to  telegraph  to  authorize  Mr.  Roberts  to  act  in  aceonl- 
ance  with  your  proposition  in  regard  to  Cuba. 

The  proposition  to  which  Mr.  Hale  referred  in  that  dispatch  was 
this : 

Propose  to  the  Spanish  government  that  they  authorize  Mr.  Roberts  to  adjust  mat- 
ters  growing  out  of  the  intercourse  with  Cuba,  so  as  to  avoid  delay  of  reference  to 
Madrid. 

It  is  my  impression  that  I  have  received  from  you  a  verbal  statement 
that  you  have  received  such  an  authority  from  your  government;  but 
as  I  do  not  find  in  the  archives  of  this  department  any  information  of 
this  I  will  thank  you  to  write  me  whether  the  powers  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Hale  have  been  conferred  upon  you  by  your  government. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  the  assurances  of  the 
high  consideration  with  which  I  am  your  most  obedieut  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
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No.  10. 
Mr.  Lopez  Roberts  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Washington,  August  12,  18G9.— (Received  August  13.) 

The  undersigned  has  received  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State's  note 
of  yesterday,  wherein  he  asks  him  whether  instructions  have  been  com- 
municated to  him  to  settle  here,  questions  arising  from  the  circum- 
stances through  which  the  Island  of  Cuba  is  now  passing,  without  con- 
sulting his  government,  with  the  object  of  avoiding  in  this  manner  the 
loss  of  time  which  is  caused  by  previously  consulting  the  government 
at  Madrid. 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  State  copies  in  his  note  the  telegram 
which,  on  the  23d  of  April  last,  he  addressed  on  this  subject  to  Mr.  Hale, 
and  likewise  the  reply  which  he  received  from  the  latter. 

The  undersigned  stated,  in  eflPect,  verbally  to  Mr.  Hamilton  Fish  at 
that  time  that  the  telegraphic,  and  afterward  written  instructions, 
which  he  had  received  from  his  government,  were  in  the  same  sense, 
and  were  in  accordance  with  what  he  had  desired. 

On  the  same  day,  April  23,  he  received  a  telegram  granting  him  said 

authorization  in  such  form  as  may  be  practicable,  which,  in  his  opinion, 

s  completely  satisfactory,  as  experience  has  already  shown  on  several 

occasions.    This  authorization  was  subsequently  confirmed  in  writing, 

and  is  worded  as  follows : 

The  executive  power  has  authorized  your  exceUeney  by  my  telegram  of  to-day  to 
settle  by  agreement  with  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba,  witliout  consulting  the  govem- 
raent,  questions  arising  from  the  circumstances  through  which  the  Island  of  Cuba  is 
passing,  except  in  case  of  disagreement  with  the  said  superior  authority,  or  in  a  case 
of  such  gravity  that,  in  the  judgment  of  your  excellency,  it  may  re<iuire  previous  con- 
sultation with  the  government. 

In  virtue  of  this  authorization,  the  superior  authority  of  the  Island 
of  Cuba,  at  my  suggestion,  and  with  my  advice  and  consent,  has  settled 
various  grave  questions  which  were  referred  to  the  government  of  said 
island,  without  previously  consulting  the  Madrid  government. 

The  undersigned  therefore  believes  that  he  satisfactorily  answers  the 
note  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  by  saying  that  said  authoriza- 
tion exists  as  before,  since  it  has  not  been  revoked  by  the  new  govern- 
ment appointed  by  his  highness  the  Regent  of  the  kingdom,  since  the 
approval  of  the  new  constitution  of  Spain  by  the  constituent  cortes. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

MAUKICIO  LOPEZ  KOBERTS. 


No.  11. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  21, 1870. 
SiK :  On  the  30th  of  April  last  a  note  was  addressed  to  you  by  this 
department,  in  which  the  hope  was  expressed  that  steps  might  be  taken 
by  the  Spanish  authorities  to  modify  the  decree  forbidding  the  aliena- 
tion of  property  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  except  in  certain  cases,  which 
was  promulgated  by  the  Captain  General  on  the  15th  of  the  same  month, 
so  that  it  should  not  be  applicable  to  the  property  of  citizens  of  the 
Unitetl  States. 
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As  no  reply  appears  to  have  been  received  thereto,  I  will  thank  you 
to  inform  me,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  if  you  are  in  possession  of 
any  further  information  upon  the  subject. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion,  sir,  to  offer  to  you  a  renewed  assurance 
of  my  very  high  consideration. 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  12. 
Mi\  Lopez  Roberta  to  Mr,  Fish. 

Washington,  February  28, 1870. — (Received  March  1.) 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
Spain,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  the  21st  ultimo,  refer- 
ring t.0  the  one  addressed  on  the  30th  of  April  last  to  the  undersign^, 
in  relation  to  a  decree  of  the  Captain  General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  of 
the  15th  of  the  same  month,  wherein  are  enumerated  the  formalities  to 
be  observed  in  contracts  for  the  sale  or  transfer  of  real  estate  in  the 
island. 

In  calling  the  attention  of  the  undersigned  to  this  matter,  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  State  spoke  of  the  regret  which  had  been  caused  to  the 
President  by  the  publication  of  a  decree  from  which  he  feared  that  se- 
rious injuries  might  result  to  the  property  of  American  citizens  iu  that 
island,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  the  said  order  might  be  so  modi- 
fied as  not  to  be  applicable  to  the  property  of  such  citizens. 

The  undersigned,  having  transmitted  these  observations  to  bis  gov- 
ernment, is  enabled  to  reply  to  the  honorable  Secretarj^  of  State  in  a 
manner  which,  in  his  judgment,  cannot  fail  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  decree  of  April  15,  1869,  was  a  measure  required  by  the  peculiar 
situation  in  which  the  Island  of  Cuba  was  placed,  in  which  it  was  neces- 
sary to  take  energetic  steps  against  the  enemies  of  peace  and  public 
order.  It  was  therefore  very  important  to  prevent  the  rebels,  not  only 
those  who  stood  with  arms  in  their  hands,  but  also  those  who  had  emi- 
grated to  foreign  countries,  from  making  false  sales  and  contracts,  which 
should  enable  them  to  continue  in  possession  of  their  property  and 
dispose  of  their  productions  for  the  encouragement  of  the  rebellion,  and 
for  this  purpose  it  was  necessary  to  require,  at  least  temporarily,  certain 
guarantees  for  the  transfer  of  their  property,  as  likewise  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  representatives  of  authority  in  the  making  of  contracts  of 
this  kind. 

If  the  measure  in  question  is  viewed  without  prejudice,  every  consid- 
eration foreign  to  its  true  character  and  spirit  being  laid  aside,  and  if  it 
is  considered  that  its  provisions  are  only  applicable  to  persons  included 
in  one  of  the  two  classes  mentioned,  it  is  seen  that  the  decree  of  Ajml 
15  is  one  of  those  measures  which  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  the  legit- 
imate>ly  constituted  authority  to  adopt,  whenever  required  "by  the  secur- 
ity of  the  interests  which  are  intrusted  to  it.  It  has  thus  at  all  times 
been  understood  by  governments,  and  in  this  sense  they  have  all  acted, 
without  exception,  when  the  preservation  of  great  social  interests  have 
rendered  it  necessary  or  proper. 

Considering  this  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  the  purview  being  explaiued, 
and  the  object  of  the  measure  in  question  being  characterized  in  accord- 
ance with  the  antecedents  shown  by  the  history  of  all  nations,  the  under- 
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signed  only  has  to  call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  Stat/e 
(in  order  to  dispel  all  doubts  which  might  be  suggested  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  President  by  its  laudable  interest  for  the  welfare  of  Ameri- 
can citizens,  who  can  legally,  and  with  well-founded  right,  lay  claim 
to  this  title,  and  who  own  property  in  Cuba)  to  the  notorious  fact  that 
this  measure  has  been  put  into  practice  for  nine  months,  in  which  time 
all  kinds  of  contracts  have  been  made  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  without  the 
slightest  embarrassment,  and  Spanish  citizens,  as  well  as  foreigners  who 
have  obeyed  the  laws  and  respected  the  legitimate  authority,  have  con- 
tinued, and  still  continue  to  dispose  freely  of  their  property,  and  carry 
on  their  business  on  a  larger  scale  every  day,  being  only  obliged  to  com- 
ply, on  making  certain  contracts,  with  a  simple  formality  established, 
a8  already  remarked,  in  order  that  the  authorities  may  have  knowledge 
of  transfers  of  property,  and  that  criminal  abuses  and  concealments  may 
be  prevented,  said  formality  being  in  no  way  troublesome  or  vexatious. 
The  undersigned  is  happy  to  believe  that  the  foregoing  considerations 
will  dispel  all  doubts  with  regard  to  the  character  and  object  of  the  de- 
cree of  April  15,  and  he  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  the  assurances  of 
his  highest  consideration. 

MAURICIO  LOPEZ  ROBERTS. 


No.  13. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts. 

Department  of  State, 

V^^asUington^  June  9, 1870. 

The  undersigned  is  directed  by  the  President  to  invite  the  earnest  at- 
tention of  Don  Mauricio  Lopez  Roberts,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  Spain,  to  the  irregular  and  arbitrary  manner  in 
which  the  persons  and  properties  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  are 
taken  and  held  by  the  Spanish  authorities  in  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

When  Count  Yalmaseda  in  April  of  last  year  issued  a  proclamation 
declaring  that  every  man  from  the  age  of  fifteen  years  upwjird,  found 
away  from  his  habitation  and  not  proving  a  sufficient  motive  therefor, 
would  be  shot ;  that  every  habitation  unoccupied  would  be  burned ;  and 
that  every  house  not  flying  a  white  flag  should  be  reduced  to  ashes,  it 
became  the  duty  of  the  undersigned  to  convey  to  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts  the 
protest  of  the  President  against  such  a  mode  of  warfare,  and  his  request 
that  the  authorities  in  Cuba  would  take  steps  that  no  person  having  the 
right  to  claim  the  protection  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
should  be  sacrificed  or  injured  in  the  conduct  of  hostilities  on  that  basis. 

When  again,  about  tlie  same  time,  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of  this 
government  that  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  had,  on  the  1st  day  of 
April,  1869,  issued  a  proclamation  which  virtually  forbade  the  aliena- 
tion of  property  in  the  island,  except  with  the  revision  and  assent  of 
certain  officials  named  in  the  decree,  and  which  declared  null  and  void 
all  sales  made  without  such  revision  and  assent,  the  President  again 
directed  the  undersigned  to  say  that  he  viewed  with  regret  such  sweep- 
hig  interference  with  the  rights  of  individuals  to  alienate  or  dispose  of 
their  property,  and  that  he  hoped  that  steps  would  be  speedily  taken  to 
modify  that  decree  so  that  it  should  not  be  applicable  to  the  projierty 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  so  that  disputes  and  complaints 
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that  coiild  not  fail  to  arise  if  its  execution  shoald  be  attempted  as  to 
such  property,  might  be  prevented. 

When,  seventeen  days  later,  a  decree  was  issued  creating  an  adminis- 
trative council  for  the  custody  and  management  of  embargoed  property ; 
and  when  three  days  afterward  the  Oajitain  General  issued  a  circnlar 
extending  the  previous  embargo  to  the  property  of  all  persons,  either 
within  or  without  the  island,  who  might  take  pai*t  in  the  insurrection, 
whether  with  arms  in  their  hands  or  aiding  it  with  arms,  munitions, 
money,  or  articles  of  subsistence,  this  government  confidently  expected 
that  the  cabinet  of  Madrid  and  the  authorities  of  Spain  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba  would  regard  the  then  recent  expressions  of  its  wishes,  and  would 
not  willingly  permit  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  be 
interfered  with  or  their  properties  to  be  sequestrated  without  the  forms 
of  law  to  which  they  were  entitled. 

When  the  President  directed  the  undersigned  to  invite  attention  to 
the  possibility  that  the  laws  and  decrees  which  had  been  promulgated 
in  Cuba  might  lead  to  an  infraction  of  the  treaties  between  Spain  and 
the  United  States,  he  was  not  unmindful  of  the  disorganized  condition 
of  society  in  part>s  of  that  island,  nor  of  the  difficulties  which  attended 
the  enforcement  of  the  authority  of  Spain.  On  the  contrary,  he  was 
induced  to  make  such  representation  by  a  desire  to  avoid  increasing 
those  difficulties,  and  to  prevent  further  complications  so  far  as  the  act 
of  this  government  could  do  so. 

The  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  1795  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain  provides — 

That  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  eadi  of  the  eoiitractine  parties,  their  vesselo  or  ef- 
fects, shaU  not  be  liable  to  any  embargo  or  detention  on  the  part  of  the  other  for  any 
military  expedition  or  other  public  or  private  piu^iose  whatever ;  and  in  all  cases  of 
seizure,  detention,  or  arrest  for  debts  contracted,  or  offenses  committed,  by  any  citizen 
or  subject  of  the  one  party  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  the  same  shall  be  made 
and  pn>8ecuted  by  order  and  authority  of  law  only,  and  accord[ing  to  the  regular  eourse 
of  xiroceedings  usual  in  such  cases.  The  citizens  and  subjects  of  both  parties  shaU  In* 
allowed  to  employ  such  advocates,  solicitors,  notaries,  agents,  and  factors  as  they  may 
judge  proper,  m  all  their  affairs,  and  in  aU  trials  at  law  in  which  they  may  be  conceme<i. 
before  the  tribunals  of  the  other  party ;  and  such  agents  shall  have  free  access  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  proceedings  in  such  causes,  and  at  the  takings  of  all  examinations  and  evi- 
dence, which  may  be  exhibited  in  the  said  trials. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
feels  itself  forced  to  say  that  it  is  informed  that  the  provisions  of  this 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1795  have  not  been  kept  in  mind  by  the  authori- 
ties in  Cuba  during  the  present  struggle.  It  ap))ears  to  the  President 
that  the  sweeping  decrees  of  April,  1869,  have  been  put  in  operation 
against  the  properties  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  violation  of 
the  treaty  agreement  that  such  property  should  not  be  subject  to  em- 
bargo or  detention  for  any  public  or  private  purpose  whatever. 

Inclosed  is  a  list  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  who,  up  to  this 
date,  have  presented  to  this  government  complaints  of  such  embargo  or 
detention  of  their  iiroperty. 

The  decree  of  embargoes  is  of  itself  an  extraordinary  exercise  of  su- 
preme power,  outside  of  the  ordinary  and  regular  course  of  legal  or  judi- 
cial proceedings,  and  even  if  properly  exercised  with  respect  to  the 
subjects  of  Spain  and  their  properties,  appears  to  be  in  contravention 
of  the  rights  secured  by  treaty  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  proceedings  under  the  decree  against  the  properties  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  have  not,  as  is  understood,  been  prosecuted  by  order  and 
authority  of  laws  only,  but  in  the  exercise  of  the  extraordinary  functions 
vested  in  or  exercised  for  the  occasion  by  the  supreme  political  authority 
of  the  island,  and  have  been  arbitrary  and  unusual,  and  without  the 
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safeguards  to  personal  rigbts  and  rights  of  property  which  ordinarily 
accompany  legal  proceedings  and  which  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty 
gnaranteen. 

It  18  understood  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  whose  properties 
have  been  thus  taken  forcibly  from  them  have  not  been  allowed  to  em- 
ploy such  advocates,  solicitors,  notaries,  agents,  and  factors,  as  they 
might  judge  proper;  on  the  contrary,  as  this  goveniment  is  informed, 
their  properties  have  been  taken  from  them  without  notice,  and  advocates, 
solicitors,  notaries,  agents,  or  factors  have  not  been  allowed  td  interpose 
in  their  behalf.  It  is  further  understood  that  the  names  of  parties  whose 
properties  are  thus  embargoed  are  from  time  to  time  published  and  their 
properties  thereafter  immediately  seized,  without  opportunity  to  them 
or  their  agents  to  be  present  at  any  proceedings  in  regard  thereto,  or  at 
the  taking  of  examination  or  evidence. 

In  many  instances  these  proceedings  have  been  taken  against  the 
properties  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  were  not  at  the  time, 
and  who  have  not  during  the  continuance  of  the  disturbances  on  the 
Island  of  Cuba  been,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Spain.  It  is  notorious  that 
by  going  to  the  Island  of  Ouba,  after  the  official  denunciation  of  their 
alleged  conduct,  they  would  subject  themselves  to  arbitrary  arrest  and 
possible  summarj'  military  trial,  if  not  to  the  uncontrolled  violence  of 
popular  prejudice. 

The  undersigned  has  also  received  representations  from  several  citizens 
of  the  United  States  complaining  of  arbitrary  arrest,  and  of  close  incar- 
ceration without  permission  to  communicate  with  their  friends,  or  with 
advocate,  solicitors,  notaries,  agents,  and  factors,  as  they  might  judge 
proper.  In  some  of  these  cases  the  parties  have  been  released;  in 
others  they  are  understood  to  be  still  held  in  custody. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  inclose  a  list  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  who  up  to  this  date  have  presented  to  this  government 
complaints  of  such  arrest  and  detention. 

In  some  cases,  also,  such  arrests  have  been  followed  by  niilitarj^  trial 
without  the  opportunity  of  access  to  a^lvocates  or  solicitors  or  of  com- 
municatiou  with  witnesses,  and  without  those  personal  rights  and  legal 
protections  which  the  accused  should  have  enjoyed;  and  such  summary 
trials,  when  ending  in  conviction,  have  been  followed  by  summary  execu- 
tion. Such  c^ses,  so  far  as  they  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
undersigned,  are  included  in  the  list  herewith  transmitted. 

What  has  been  already  done  in  this  respect  is  unhappily  past  recall, 
and  leaves  to  the  United  States  a  claim  against  Spain  for  the  amount 
of  the  injuries  that  their  citizens  have  suffered  by  reason  of  these  several 
violations  of  the  treaty  of  1795 — a  claim  which  the  undersigned  presents 
on  behalf  of  his  government  with  the  confident  hope  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain,  recognizing  its  justice,  and  making  some  proper  and 
suitable  provision  for  ascertaining  the  amount  which  should  rightliilly 
come  to  each  claimant,  will  also  order  the  immediate  restoration  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  their  properties  which  have  been  thus 
embargoed,  and  the  release  of  those  citizens  of  the  United  States  thus 
held,  or  their  immediate  trial  under  the  guarantees  and  with  the  rights 
accorded  by  the  treaty. 

As  to  the  future  it  is  confidently  expected  that  steps  will  be  taken  to 
insure  against  further  violations  of  the  treaty.  The  high  sense  of  honor 
for  which  Spain  is  proverbial  will  (the  President  feels  assiu-ed)  prompt 
her  to  take  vigorous  steps  to  secure  to  citizens  of  the  United  States 
within  Spanish  dominions  the  full  measure  of  the  rights  accorded  to 
them  by  the  treaty  of  1795. 
S.  Ex.  Doc.  108 10 
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Tlie  extraonliiiary  powers  as  to  affairs  in  Cuba  which  were  conferred 
upon  Mr.  Lopez  Koberts  by  his  government,  and  Vhich  were  communi- 
cated to  the  undersigned  on  the  12th  day  of  August  hist,  are  understood 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  be  broad  enougli  to  authorize 
him  to  arrest  these  infractions  of  the  rights  secured  by  the  treaty  and 
to  obtain  the  restoration  of  the  properties.  If,  however,  such  is  not  the 
case,  the  undersigned  then  takes  the  liberty  to  ask  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts 
to  advise  him  of  such  absence  of  power,  in  order  that  instructions  may 
be  given  tb  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid. 

In  closing  this  note  the  undersigned  must  expressly  reserve  ta  the 
government  of  the  United  States  the  right  to  restate  its  grievances  on 
these  points,  as  new  facts  may  come  to  its  knowledge  showing  further 
and  other  injuries  to  the  properties  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
from  like  causes. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Lo])ez 
Roberts  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

Seiior  Don  Mauricio  Lopez  Roberts,  dr.,  dr.,  d-c. 


1. — Lint  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  whose  property  hofi  ht:en  embargoed. 


Angarica,  Jo86  Garcia. 
Angarica,  Joquin  Garcia. 
Casanova^  Iiiocencio. 
Criado  y  Goiiiez^  Ramon  F. 
Delgadn,  Joaquiu. 
Danford,  Kuowltoii  &  Co. 
Goviu  y  Pinto,  Jow'?. 


Madan.  Cristobal. 
Mora,  Fausto. 
Mueses,  Martin. 
Rivafi  y  Lamar,  Ramon. 
Rozas,  John  C. 
Taylor,  Moses  &  Co. 


2. — List  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  tcho  hare  been  imprisonedy  *'  ineammunieado.'" 

Brito,  Jo8^  Vicente,  arrested  and  imprisoned  at  Havana  on  February  1*2,  1869. 

Cabias,  Theodore,  arrested  at  Matanzas  in  January,  1H69. 

Cabada,  Emelio  F. 

De  Custro,  Lucas  A.,  imprisoned  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba  in  March,  1860. 

Del  Villar,  Gabriel  Suarez,  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba  in  March,  1H69. 

Edwards,  James  M.,  at  Manzanillo  in  November,  186^. 

Jemot,  Charles,  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba  in  May,  1869. 

McGregor,  Douglass,  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba  in  August,  1869. 

Miranda,  Thomas,  confined  in  an  iron  cage  at  Havana. 

Powers,  John  E.,  arrested  near  Trinidad  de  Cuba  in  April,  1H70.  Still  held  '*  Incom- 
municado '*  at  last  advices. 

Rozas,  John  C,  arrested  on  February  3,  1869,  near  Santa  Maria  del  Rosario,  and  sent 
to  Fernando  l*o  on  March  21. 

Simmons,  A.  T.,  at  Puerto  Principe  in  February,  1869. 

Sportuno  y  Prats,  Mrs.,  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba  in  February,  1870. 

Schultz,  F,  A.,  arrested  at  Madniga  on  August  28,  1869. 

Tate,  James,  arrested  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba  on  Ajml  30,  1870,  and  at  last  advices  still 
held  "iucomunicado." 


3. — List  of  other  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  have  been  arrested  and  imprisoned  tit  Cuba. 

De  Silva,  Emilio.  Ponce  de  Leon,  Jos^  M. 

Estrada,  Rafel.  Polhamus,  Charles  J. 

Fritot,  Henry.  Pintado,  Sebastian. 

Gonzalez,  Gregorio.  i    Portuondo,  Juan  F. 
MiK'hado,  John  A.  Santa  Rosa,  Augustin. 

Morales,  Angel.  8])eakman,  Chanes. 

Ortega,  Jow^  Maria.  Wyeth,  Albert. 

Pedro,  Patchot. 
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No.  14. 

Mr.  Da  rift  to  Mr,  Lopez  Roberts. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  18,  1870. 
Sir:  Keferring  to  the  list  commniiicated  to  your  excellency  on  the 
9th  instant,  by  Mr.  Fish,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  whose  proper- 
ties in  Cuba  are  said  to  have  been  arbitrarily  embargoed  by  the 
authorities  of  Spain,  and  without  the  forms  of  law  to  which  the  owners 
were  entitled,  and  which  are  still  detained  by  Spanish  officials,  1  have 
now  the  honor  to  add  thereto  the  name  of  Mr.  Joseph  llernandez,  a 
naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  residing  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  and  to  ask  that  his  estates  in  Cuba  may  be  released  from  the 
embargo,  and  that  steps  similar  to  those  tisked  for  in  the  other  cases 
may  be  taken  for  ascertaining  and  paying  the  injury  which  he  has. 
suftered  from  the  seizure. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of 
my  highest  consideration. 

J.  C.  B.  DAVIS, 

Acting  /Secretary. 


No.  15. 
Mr.  Lopez  Roberts  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Washington,  June  24, 1870. — (Keceived  June  25.) 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  was  pleased 
to  address,  on  the  9th  instant,  a  note  to  the  undersigned,  inquiring 
whether  the  powers  with  which  he  stated  in  his  communication  of 
August  12,  1869,  that  he  had  been  invested,  were  or  were  not  suffi- 
(dently  ample  to  authorize  him  to  interfere  in  cases  of  seizure  of  prop- 
erty aud  of  arrests  of  citizens  of  the  United  Stat^is,  which  are  declared 
by  the  lion.  Hamilton  Fish  to  have  b^en  made  in  the  island  of  Cuba 
ill  a  manner  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  treaties  exist- 
ing between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  the  federal  government  pro- 
posing, in  case  that  the  undersigned  is  not  in  possession  of  the  powers 
referred  to,  to  send  the  necessary  instructions  to  its  representative  at 
Madrid,  General  Sickles. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
Stat«  that,  in  view  of  the  favorable  situation  in  which  the  Island  of 
Cuba  now  is,  the  government  of  his  highness  the  Regent  of  the  king- 
dona  no  longer  deems  it  necessary  to  continue  the  powers  which  were 
granted  to  him  at  the  time  aforesaid,  and  which  are  mentioned  by  the 
lionorable  Secretary  of  State  in  his  note. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

MAUMCIO  LOPEZ  ROBERTS. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  8tat^^  dks.,  &€. 
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No.  16. 

Mr.  Finh  to  General  Sicklen, 

No.  66.]  Department  of  State, 

Wanhingtonj  June  24,  1870. 

General  :  luclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  Mr. 
Lopez  Roberts,  on  the  9tli  instant,  relative  to  the  claims  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  a/^amst  Spain,  growing  out  of  summary'  arrests  and 
imprisonments,  military  executions,  arbitrary  embargoes  of  property, 
and  other  acts  done  by  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Cuba  to  the  persons 
and  properties  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  violation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty  of  1795  between  the  government  of  the  United 
States  and  the  government  of  Spain.  You  will  also  find  a  further  com- 
munication on  the  same  subject  in  regard  to  a  claim  which  was  presented 
to  the  department  subsequent  to  the  transmission  of  the  note  of  the 
9th  instant.  Each  of  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  former  of  these  notes 
had  previously  been  the  subject  of  instruction  to  the  consul  general  of 
the  United  States  at  Havana,  to  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
authorities  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  of  demand  for  redress. 

You  will  observe  that  these  notes  were  sent  to  Mr.  Lo|)ez  Roberts 
under  the  suj)position  that  the  extraordinary  powers  as  to  Cuba,  which 
were  conferred  upon  him  by  his  government  last  year,  were  still  vested 
in  him,  and  that  they  were  broad  enough  to  authorize  him  to  arrest 
these  infractions  of  the  rights  secured  by  the  treaty,  and  to  obtain  the 
restoration  of  their  properties  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  informed,  however,  by  Mr.  Roberts  that  these  powers  are  no 
longer  efficient,  and  that  he  can  do  nothing  in  the  premises. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  instruct  you  to  bring  this  whole  subject  to  the 
notice  of  the  Spanish  government  and  to  say  that  the  President  hopes 
that  immediate  steps  will  be  taken  for  the  release  of  all  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  who  may  be  held  in  custody  in  Cuba  in  violation  of 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  or  for  the  immediate  trial  under 
guarantees,  and  with  the  rights  secured  by  the  treaty. 

You  are  also  instructed  to  ask  for  the  restonition  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  of  their  properties  and  estates,  so  far  as  the  same 
have  been  arbitrarily  embargoed  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty. 

You  will  also  endeavor  to  secure  some  mode  for  the  early  and  equita- 
ble indemnification  and  satisfaction  to  the  several  parties  whose  right* 
have  been  violated,  of  the  amounts  whi(!h  should  rightfully  come  to  each 
claimant  for  the  illegal  detention  of  his  proi>erty  or  his  person.  Yon 
will  say  that  this  suggestion  ijj  made  in  the  interest  of  peace,  of  justice, 
and  of  good-will,  in  order  to  secure  a  measure  of  damages  in  each  case, 
which  shall  be  just  as  between  the  two  governments. 

Yon  will  also  say  that  it  is  extremely  desirable  to  have  the  investiga- 
tion conducted  in  this  country.  It  cannot  be  done  in  Spain  without 
subjecting  the  claimants  to  unnecessary  expense.  It  cannot  be  done  in 
Cuba  at  present  w^ithout  subjecting  many  of  them  to  jiersonal  danger. 
In  this  connection  I  must  again,  on  behalf  of  this  government,  express, 
in  the  interest  of  good-will  and  the  continued  good  understanding  which 
we  desire  to  maintain  with  Spain,  the  strong  desire  of  the  President 
that  the  government  at  Madrid  will  confer  fresh  powers  upon  Mr.  Lopez 
Roberts  (or  upon  such  other  i)ers(m  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  as  may 
be  selected  for  that  purpose)  to  arrange  all  such  questions  with  this 
government. 
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The  Spanish  authorities  in  Cuba  seem  to  be  clothed  with  absolute 
p^wer  for  the  commission  of  such  acts  as  are  now  complained  of,  but 
when  redress  is  sought,  we  are  referred  to  the  distant  cabinet  at  Madrid, 
where  it  is  often  found  necessary  to  refer  again  to  Cuba  for  information, 
and  the  case  is  thus  suspended  and  delayed,  to  the  grievous  injury  of 
the  parties  and  at  the  hazard  of  irritation  from  the  delay,  of  which  the 
necessity  is  not  apparent  to  the  impatient  sufferers  or  to  the  public. 

The  President  has  respected  the  Spanish  claim  of  sovereignty  over 
the  Island  of  Cuba  during  the  present  contest  against  a  strong  sym- 
pathetic pressure  from  without.  Spain  owes  it  to  the  United  States  as 
well  as  to  her  own  traditional  sense  of  justice,  that  her  sovereignty 
shall  not  be  used  for  the  oppression  and  injury  of  the  citizens  of  this 
republic.  You  will  urge  tliis  point  in  everj'  Way  that  your  good  judg- 
ment may  suggest. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

Major  General  Daniel  E.  Sickles,  cC'c,  dr.,  <fcc. 


No.  17. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Lopez  Roberta. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  30,  1870. 

SiE:  Mr.  Eusebio  Guiteras,  who  represents  himself  to  have  been  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  for  some  years  past,  has  addressed  a  letter 
to  this  department,  representing  that  certain  property  which  he  holds  in 
the  city  of  Matatfzas,  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  has  been  unjustly  confiscated 
by  order  of  the  Captain  General  of  that  island. 

I  will  thank  you  to  inquire  into  this  case,  in  order  that  if  the  state- 
ments of  Mr.  Guiteva  should  be  found  correct  his  property  may  be  re- 
stored to  him  and  such  other  amends  made  as  the  circumstances  may 
call  for. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion,  sir,  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of 
my  highest  consideration. 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

Senor  Don  M.  Lopes;  Roberts. 


No.  18. 

Mr.  Fish  to  General  Sickles. 

No.  67.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  1,  1870. 

General:  Referring  to  my  instruction  to  you.  No.  66,  of  the  24th  of 
June,  I  now  inclose  for  your  information  a  translation  of  a  note  ad- 
dressed to  this  department  on  the  24th  ultimo,  by  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts. 

From  that  note  it  appears  that  in  view  of  the  &ivorable  situation  in 
which  the  Island  of  Cuba  now  is,  the  home  government  deems  it  no 
longer  necessary  to  continue  the  powers  heretofore  given  to  Mr.  Roberts. 
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In  bringing  this  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Spanish  government, 
you  will  state  that  if  the  situation  in  Cuba  be  so  favorable  as  to  render 
those  powers  unnecessary,  it  is  hoped  that  the  arrests  and  embargoes 
complained  of  will  not  recur,  and  that  immediate  reparation  will  be 
made  for  those  that  have  occurred. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
Major  Cxeneral  Daniel  E.  Sickles,  etc.,  dc,  dc 
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2d8essUm.       i  \    No.  109. 


LETTER 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

CUMMUXIC.VTIXO, 

In  compliance  with  the  rcHolution  of  the  Senate  of  tJte  4th  inntantj  infonna- 
t-Uyti  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  James  F.  Cattey^  as  collector  of  customs 
at  Xeic  Orleans. 


July  12,  1870. — Onlerwl  to  lie  on  tlie  table  and  be  printed. 
July  1.4,  1870. — Referred  to  the  Joint  Select  CominiMee  on  Retrenchment 


Treasury  Department,  July  12, 1870. 
Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Senate  on  tbe  4tb  instant,  in  tbe  following  words : 

Resoheedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  transmit  to  the  Senate 
all  papers  on  file  in  his  office  relating;  to  the  removal  of  James  F.  Casey,  collector  of 
cnstonis  at  New  Orleans,  as  well  as  any  papers  showing  the  manner  in  which  said 
Casey  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office  since  he  lias  been  collector.  The  number 
of  persons  employed  in  said  custom-house  during  each  of  the  months  of  April,  May, 
June,  July,  August,  September,  October,  November,  and  December,  of  1869,  and  Jan- 
nary  and  February,  of  1670.  The  amount  paid  said  employes  per  month,  and  if  any 
persons  were  employed  and  paid  during  said  time  without  authority  of  law,  if  so,  how 
many  and  the  amount  thus  paid  them,  and  what  labor,  if  any,  they  performed.  The 
amount  paid  employes  in  said  custom-house  during  each  of  the  months  of  1865,  1866, 
1867,  and  1868,  together  with  the  number  of  persons  employed  during  each  of  said 
months.  The  amount' *aB(t  proportion  of  increase,  if  any,  of  imports  and  exports  at 
saifl  port  during  said  years. 

In  reply,  I  transmit  tbe  original  papers  called  for,  together  with  state- 
ments prepared  in  the  office  of  tbe  Commissioner  of  Customs  and  Bureau 
of  Statistics,  which  furnish  all  the  information  in  the  XH)S8ession  of  this 
department  on  the  subjects  embraced  in  said  resolution. 

I  have  included  a  statement  of  tbe  imports  and  exports  for  tbe  year, 
1809. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax,  Vice-President,  i&c. 


Statement  of  members  of  Congress  in  reference  to  yew  Orleans  ctistom- 

house. 

Sir  :  When  tbe  present  administration  came  into  power,  it  was  con- 
fidently expected  that  tbe  custom-bouse  at  Xew  Orleans,  wliicb  bad  been 
Johnsonized  and  filled  with  democrats  under  Perry  Fuller,  would  be 
reformed  upon  tbe  basis  of  loyalty,  republicanism,  and  tbe  declared 
policy  of  '^  honesty  and  strict  economy.^ 

Nine  months  have  elapsed  and  these  reasonable  expectations  have 
not  been  i^alized.  Many  democrats  under  Mr.  Fuller  have  been  re- 
tained, and  others  of  tbe  same  character  have  l)een  appointed  by  Col- 
lector Casey,  against  tbe  protest  of  tbe  republicans  of  our  State.    Hav- 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


2  REMOVAL    OF    JAMES    F.    CASEY. 

ing  failed,  after  repeated  efforts  to  induce  tbe  collector  to  reorganize 
the  custom-bouse  upon  tbe  basis  named,  be  was  requested  to  furnisU 
rolls  of  b/^mplojes,  tbat  tbe  democrats  in  government  service  might 
be  pointfid  out  to  tbe  administration  at  Washington ;  this  was  refn^, 
but  subs^uently  such  rolls  were  otherwise  obtained.  From  an  examin- 
ation of  these  rolls  it  appears  that  four  hundred  and  twelve  (412)  men 
were  emploj'ed,  and  of  this  number  about  one  hundred  only  were  known 
I'epublicans.  Having  represented  these  facts  to  the  department,  Col- 
lector Casey  was  directed  to  send  on  his  plan  for  reducing  his  force.  In 
compliance  therewith  be  has  submitted  a  plan  to  the  department  con- 
taining four  hundred  and  twenty  (420)  names,  not  including  the  force 
of  the  naval  office,  which,  when  added,  increases  the  force  under  this  re- 
organization to  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  (432)  officers  j^nd  employes, 
of  which  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  are  known  republicans. 

We  respectfully  protest  against  tbe  reorganization  of  the  New  Orleans 
custom-house  upon  this  political  basis.  We  cannot  see  the  justice  or 
expediency  of  appointing  democrats  and  rebels  to  office,  especially  in 
New  Orleans,  where  loyal  men  have  been  ostracized,  proscribed,  and 
butchered  on  account  of  their  fidelity  to  the  government. 

There  are  honest,  capable  republicans,  ex-soldiers  of  the  Union,  whose 
families  are  destitute  and  suffering,  ready  and  willing  to  serve  the  gov- 
ernment, and  they  deserve  and  greatly  need  the  salaries  now  paid  to 
democrats  by  Ccliector  Casey. 

•But,  over  and  above  the  i)olitical  aspect  t)f  this  matter,  there  is  an- 
other, of  greater  interest  and  importance  to  the  administration  and  the 
country,  and  that  is  the  honesty,  efficiency,  and  economy  of  the  re- 
organization and  management  of  the  New  Orleans  custom-house. 

From  the  custom-house  rolls  it  appears  that  tbe  force  under  Collector 
Casey  in  1869  numbered  four  hundred  and  twelve  (412)  men,  at  an 
aggregate  amount  for  salaries  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  ($431,730)  per  annum.  Under  the 
new  organization  as  proposed,  tbe  force  numbers  four  hundred  and 
thirty-two  (432)  men,  at  an  aggregate  amount  of  salary,  as  computed 
from  the  rolls,  of  five  hundred  and  three  thousand  five  hundred  and 
ninety -five  dollars  '($503,595)  per  annum.  This  large  force  and  startling 
expenditure  for  the  collection  of  the  customs  at  New  Orleans  has  led  to 
an  investigation  and  comparison  of  the  business  force  and  expenses  for 
tbe  vears  1^59,  '69,  and  '70,  as  follows: 

For  1859.      For  1«69.  For  1870. 

Tonff.  Tone. 

Foreign  tonnage  at  tbe  port  of  N.  O..     660,  111    382, 296   same  as  '09 

Force  employed  in  custom-house 196  men    412  men         432  men 

Aggregate  amount  of  salaries $243, 840  $431, 730      $503, 597 

Thus  it  is  shown  that  with  one-third  less  business  in  1869  and  1870, 
the  force  employed  is  more  than  twice  as  large,  and  the  expenses  are 
double  those  of  1859,  and  under  the  present  management  the  force  ia 
increased  twenty  men,  and  the  expenses  are  (as  computed  from  new 
rolls)  $71,865  over  those  of  18G9.  But  a  comparison  of  the  custom- 
house expenses  under  the  tariff*  laws  enacted  since  1859  will  apply  more 
directly  and  with  greater  force :  therefore  we  submit  the  amounts  ex- 
j)ended  for  salaries  during  the  months  of  May,  June,  July,  August,  and 
September,  for  the  years  18G6-'67-'68-'69,  as  follows  : 

Amount  expended  for  said  months  of  1866,  was $99,441  60 

Ajnount  expended  for  said  months  of  1867,  was 146,957  2!> 

Amount  expended  for  said  months  of  1868,  was 183,506  77 

Amount  exi)ended  for  said  months  of  1869,  was 204,756  Oil 
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From  these  amounts  it  appears  that  the  expenses  under  Collector  Ca- 
sey, during  these  five  months  of  1869,  exceeded  the  expenses  for  the 
same  months  of  1866-'67- 68  respectively,  in  amounts  as  follows : 
$105,314  40 ;  $57,798  80 ;  $21,249  32.  Or  comparing  the  expenses  of 
August  and  September,  1868,  with  those  for  the  same  months  of  1869, 
the  last  months  for  which  Collector  Casey  has  rendered  accounts,  we 
find  the  amounts  expended,  as  follows : 

Amount  expended  in  August,  1808,  $33,777  52,  against  $41,668  83 
for  the  same  month  in  1869. 

Amount  expended  in  September,  1868,  $33,148  77,  against  $42,297  83 
for  the  same  month  in  1869. 

Thus  it  is  shown  that  in  August  and  September,  1869,  under  Collector 
Casey,  the  expenses  exceeded  the  amount  for  the  same  months  of  the 
previous  year  by  $17,040  37,  at  which  rate  the  expenses  of  the  whole 
year  of  1869  would  exceed  those  of  1868  by  $102,242  16,  and  1870  (as 
shown  from  the  new  plan  of  reorganization)  the  expenses  will  exceed 
those  of  1868  by  $174,107  16,  and  those  of  1869  by  $71,865. 

We  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  labor  rolls  of  Warehouse  No.  1 
for  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August,  1869,  the  last  received  at 
the  department,  which  respectively  contain  the  names  of  fifty-eight, 
sixty-nine,  and  seventy-six  men,  at  a  coat  of  $17,462,  and  respectfully 
ask  if  these  men  were  appointed  by  authority  of  law?  Were  their  ap- 
pointments approved  at  the  department)  Were  the  men  employed 
required  to  take  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  ?  Did  they  perform  the 
duties  of  laborers  f  What  necessity  was  there  for  this  large  temporary 
force  in  addition  to  the  large  regular  force  employed,  when,  during  these 
months,  a  rigid  quarantine  was  enforced,  and  importations  were  exceed- 
ingly small  ? 

These  facts,  together  with  the  recent  sugar  frauds,  detected  and  ex- 
posed by  the  naval  officer.  Colonel  Charles  Dillingham,  have  alarmed 
the  friends  of  the  government  in  that  quarter,  and  we  consider  it  our 
duty  to  lay  them  before  the  administration. 

These  statements  are  based  upon  the  records  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  are  therefore  easily  verified.  It  is  believed  that  the  custom^ 
at  the  port  of  New  Orleans  can  be  honestly  and  efficiently  collected  with 
a  force  of  three  hundred  officers  and  employes,  at  an  aggregate  cost  for 
s^aries  of  less  than  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($300,000)  per 
annum. 

Managed  by  honest,  capable  men  of  pronounced  republican  princi- 
ples, our  customhouse  would  exert  a  powerful  influence  in  promoting  a 
sentiment  of  loyalty  to  the  administration  and  the  government. 

Believing,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  reasonable  prospect  of  a  change 
for  the  better,  and  in  compliance  with  what  we  are  assured  is  the  almost 
universal  desire  of  the  republican  party  and  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion in  our  State,  we  respectfully  request  that  Mr.  Casey  be  made  to  give 
X)lace  to  a  man  of  executive  ability  commensurate  with  the  importance 
of  the  office,  and  who  is  a  pronounced  republican. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  HARRIS. 
L.  A.  SHELDON. 
J.  H.  SYPHBR 
WM.  P.  KELLOGG. 
J.  P.  NEWSHAM. 

HON.pEORGE  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
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ResolutioiiH  of  the  Louisiana  Preset  AnHociation  for  the  removal  of  Jamts 
F.  CaHtii^  collector  of  cuHtoms^  New  Orleans^  Louisiana. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  liOuisiaiia  Press  Assoeiatiorij  held  on  the  2d  of 
April,  A.  D.  1870,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Whereas  James  F.  Casey,  collector  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  during 
the  pa«t  twelve  months,  has  shown  himself  utterly  incompetent  for  the 
proper  discharge  of  tlie  duties  of  his  high  and  responsible  office,  and 
unworthy  the  respect  of  all  honorable  men;  whereas  the  said  Casey,  in 
flagrant  disregard  of  his  obligations  to  the  political  party  to  which  he 
owes  his  position,  has  ostracised  men  of  sound  republican  views,  and 
attachment  to  the  principles  which  triumphed  in  the  late  war  and  in 
the  late  presidential  election,  and  has  continued  in  office  persons  who 
have  made  war  and  are  still  making  war  on  these  principles ;  whereas 
said  Casey,  when  reminded  of  his  errors  and  his  treason  to  the  republi- 
can part}',  has  been  comi)elled  to  acknowledge  his  guilt,  but  has  always 
made  new  pledges  to  conform  to  the  usages  of  the  republican  party, 
and  act  in  conformity  with  republican  principles,  which  pledges  have 
again  and  again  been  disgracefully  ignored ;  whereas  the  republican 
party  of  this  State  have  lost  all  hope  that  any  reform  in  the  official 
and  i)olitical  course  of  said  Casey  will  ever  be  effected,  and  can  place 
no  more  reliance  on  his  words  of  promise ;  whereas  the  republican  com- 
mittee of  the  Stale  of  Louisiana  has  adopted  resolutions  demanding 
the  removal ;  whereas  said  Casey  boastfully  proclaims  that  he  owes 
nothing  to  the  republican  party,  but  everything  to  his  relative  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  thus  attempts  to  cast  odium  on  both  the 
republican  party  and  its  honored  and  distinguished  chief;  and  whereas 
it  is  the  duty  of  this  association  and  of  tlie  honest  and  fearless  press  of 
Louisiana  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  redress  the  wrongs  of  the  people,  to 
denounce  the  unworthy  and  to  encourage  and  support  the  good  and 
honorable:  Therefore, 

Resolved^  That  the  Louisiana  Press  Association  joins  in  the  demand 
of  the  republican  party  of  this  State  for  the  unconditional  removal  of 
said  Casey  from  the  office  of  collector  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  and 
that  we  indorse  the  action  of  the  State  republican  committee,  and  of 
our  delegation  in  Congress,  looking  toward  the  accomplishment  of  this 
object. 

Resolved^  That  we  call  on  our  brethren  of  the  republican  pi^ess  to  be 
bold  and  fearless  in  the  expression  of  their  views  with  regard  to  the 
disgraceful  conduct  of  said  Cast^y. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  published  in  all  the 
republican  pai)ers  of  this  State,  and  that  certified  copies  be  sent  by  the 
president  and  secretary'  of  this  association  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  each  member  of  our  dele- 
gation in  Congress. 

D.  H.  REESE,  iVfJwVfe/if;>rof«M. 

Geo.  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  U.  S.  A. 


Petition  for  the  re^noval  of  James  F.  Casey ^  collector  ofcustomSj  Xetc  Or- 
leans^ Louisiana. 

New  Obleaiys,  La.,  Aprils  1870. 
We,  the  undersigned,  republicans  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  respect- 
fully petition  yon  for  the  removal  of  James  F.  Casey,  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  Orleans. 
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We  are  coiustraiiied  to  tLis  course  by  bis  coutiuued  and  persistent 
disreganl  of  all  party  obligations ;  by  his  retention  in  office  of  those 
who  have  ever  been  inimical  to  the  republican  party,  and  who  now, 
while  ostensibly  members  thereof,  use  their  efforts  in  opposing  its  best 
interests  and  creating  dissension  in  its  ranks ;  by  his  removal  of  well-tried, 
honest,  and  efficient  republicans,  and  the  appointment  in  their  stead  of 
those  who  have  never  given  their  voices,  votes,  or  influence  in  favor  of 
the  republican  party ;  and  by  his  continuance  in  this  course  in  spit«  of 
the  urgent  and  repeated  appeals  of  the  republican  journals  and  leading 
men  of  the  State.  In  our  opinion,  it  is  imi)er4tively  necessary  for  the 
success  of  the  republican  party  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  that  James  F. 
Casev  be  removed  from  his  present  official  position. 

MARTIN  FLOOD, 
Premdent  of  Board  of  rublic  Works. 
(iEOKGK  E.  BOVEE, 

Secretary  of  State. 
THOMAS  W.  CONWAY, 
State  Superintetident  of  Public  Education. 
HENRY  C.  DIBBLY. 
AZARIAH  F.  WILD, 

Port  Warden. 
II.  L.  SWARDS, 
Editor  of  the  Assumption  Chronicle. 
SAMUEL  H.  HOUSTON, 
Delegate  to  the  Chicago  Convention  in  1868. 
JOHN  LOCKWOOD. 
D.  H.  REESE, 

Editor  of  the  Lafourche  Ueimhlican. 
THOMAS  H.  NOLAND, 
Assistant  Assessor  for  the  Second  District  of  La. 
JAMES  CROMIE, 

Publisher  of  the  Red  River  News. 
15.  P.  BLANCHARD, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
D.  ORSBORN, 
Judge  Ninth  Judicial  Distri<^t  Courts  La. 
NAPOLEON  UNDERWOOD, 
Assessor  Int^nal  Revenue  Second  District,  La.,, 
and  Proprietor  of  tlie  St.  James  Sentinel. 
A.  TUREAUD, 

Representative  from  St.  James. 
AMOS  S.  COLLINS. 
PITT  CRAYATH, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


The  cuBtoiii-hoiihe  war  i«  about  over,  the  attackin*;  party  haviug  gained  uearly  all 
they  fought  for,  are  disposed  to  rest  npou  their  laurelH.  A  telegram  from  Washin^n, 
recently,  to  the  besieged  forces  here.  »tated  that  the  headers  of  the  {issaultiug  cormnu 
had  concluded  to  grant  a  truce. 


KKKEDOM   OK  TllK   PKKSh. 


We  are  informed  that  James  F.  Casey,  the  present  collector  of  this  port,  yesterday, 
threatened  a  republican  editor  of  one  of  the  country  parishes  with  a  withdrawal  of 
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the  State  printiug  from  the  editors  paper,  unless  the  paper  would  cease  its  demauid  for 
his  (Casey's)  removal  from  office.  Casey's  impudence  and  ijporance  has  often  surprised 
lui,  hut  this  last  illustration  of  his  weakness  and  imheciuty  heats  anything  that  has 
ever  before  come  from  him.  The  threat  is  au  insult  to  the  State  Board  of  Public  Print- 
inc,  consisting  of  the  governor,  the  lieutenant-governor,  and  the  speaker  of  the  house. 
It  IS  an  insult  to  the  press  of  this  State,  and  as  such  will,  no  douht,  be  properly  re- 
buked. It  is  an  insult  to  the  republican  party  of  the  whole  country,  and  fully  justifies^ 
and  demands  the  immediate  removal  from  office  of  the  guilty  individual. 

We  hope  the  republican  press  of  this  State  will  speak  out  on  this  subject  with  becom- 
ing independence,  and  sustain  our  congressional  delegation  in  ridding  us  of  a  collector 
who  disgraces  the  high  office  he  now  holds,  to  the  exclusion  of  many  deserving,  ooui- 
petent,  and  honest  republiraiiR  of  this  Stati'. 


[PtTMunal  and  private.] 

Republicans  of  Ntw  Orleans^  Louismna^  urging  tJie  re  moral  of  James  F. 
Casey ^  collector  of  customs. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 

December  28, 1869. 

Sir  :  The  several  articles  which  have  appeared  in  the  New  Orleans 
•BepublicaD,  plainly  and  unequivocally  charging  Mr.  James  F.  Casey, 
collector  of  this  port,  with  a  want  of  fidelity  to  the  republican  party  in 
the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  custom-house,  so  far  as  disi)ensing 
its  patronage  is  concerned,  are  true,  every  word  true.  And  how  that 
paper  can  now  draw^  off*  it«  fire,  and  consent  to  a  compromise,  contem- 
plating his  continuance  in  office,  is  more  than  we  can  understand,  and 
especially  if  they  have  nothing  but  the  repetition  of  promises  so  often 
broken.  Indeed,  the  custom-house  cannot  expect  to  be  republicanized 
while  the  collector  himself  has  heretofore  made  it  his  boast  that,  during 
the  late  war  he  (Mr.  J.  F.  Casey)  was  a  "  Neutral  Kentuckian,"  and  has 
never  been  suspected  of  having  any  sympathy  in  common  with  the  re- 
publican party  of  the  country ;  but  more  than  all  this,  it  has  been 
openly  charged  in  the  same  paper  that  Mr.  Casey  is  notoriously  unfit 
for  the  position  he  holds,  not  only  politically  unfit,  but  also  commercially 
unfit.  And  still  further,  it  is  openly  charged  that  the  investigation  of 
some  of  the  lat«  alleged  frauds  clearly  shows  that  Mr.  Casey  was  either 
officially  in  complicity  with  these  frauds,  or  else  that  he  lacks  the  re- 
quisite capacity  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  of  collector 
of  the  port ;  and  taking  whichever  honi  of  this  dilemma  he  may,  how 
can  any  one  urge  his  continuance  in  office.  Not  only  fidelity  to  the  re- 
publican party,  but  fidelity  to  tlie  interests  of  the  public  and  the  gctvem- 
ment  all  require  his  immediate  removal,  and  the  appointment  of  a  gentle- 
man of  capacity  and  integrity  as  well  as  fidelity  to  the  party  to  serve 
as  collector  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

Such  are  some  of  the  views  entertained  by  nearly  all  the  ijitelligent, 
leading,  and  true  men  of  the  republican  party  in  and  about  New 
'  Orleans.  And  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  will  win  the  gratitude  of  not  only 
the  republican  party,  but  also  of  the  leading  business  men  of  this  city,  if 
you  exercise  your  influence  (which  we  know  is  matchless)  in  bringing 
about  a  8i>eedy  change.  This  we  say  to  you  in  all  candor,  though  we 
say  it  confidentially,  and  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  esteem, 
your  obedient  servants, 

REPUBLICANS. 

Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury j  Washington,  1).  C. 
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I^etition  for  tlie  removal  of  Janien  F.  Caney^  culleHor  of  vufttomsj  Nnc  Or- 

Jenns^  Louman/i. 

The  undersigned,  representatives  in  the  general  jissembly  of  the  State 
of  Ijoiiisiana,  respectfully,  but  urgently  and  earnestly,  request  the  remov- 
al of  James  F.  Casey  from  the  position  of  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
Orleans,  believing  that  in  so  doing  the  best  interests  of  the  government 
aud  the  rei)ublicau  party  will  be  maintained. 

Harry  Sett,  Rapides  Parish. 

Milton  Mernio,  Ascension  Parish. 

JAI^IES  S.  Matthews,  Tensas  Parish. 

P.  Harper,  St.  Charles  Parish. 

W.  J.  Caluoun,  Rapides  Parish. 

S.  E,  Curry,  Rapides  Parish. 

A.  L.  Lee,  St.  Bernard. 

W.  L.  McMiLLEN,  Parish  of  CarroJI. 

.1.  Jones  Yorke,  Paiish  of  Carroll. 

Jas.  J.  Walsh,  Desoto  Parish. 

F.  C.  Antoine,  Orleans. 

V.  M.  Lange,  East  Baton  Rouge. 
Henderson  AVilliams,  Madison. 
John  Gatr,  East  Feliciana. 
Charles  Lowry,  Xatchitoches. 
W.  C.  MELVtN,  Natchitoches. 

D.  H.  Reese,  Lafourche. 

E.  Le  Blanc,  Avoyelles. 
P.  Guigont,  Avoyelles. 
S.  TuREAUD,  St.  James. 

T.  B.  W.  Evans,  Jefferson  Piuish. 

H.  C.  ToiNoiR,  Point  Coupee. 

C.  U.  Adolphe,  New  Orleans. 

Henderson,  Madison  Parish. 

Jas.  K.  Belden,  Orleans. 

R.  JL  IsABELLE,  Orleans. 

Wm.  Murrell,  Lafourclie.. 

M.  Sterrett. 

John  Page,  Jefferson. 

G.  H.  Hill,  Ascension. 

R.  J.  Taylor,  West  Feliciana. 


PLEASE  READ  FACTS— GOVE KNMKNT  OKFICIALS  L\  NKW  ORLEANS. 

L/etter   of  an  ex  federal  .soldier  relative  to  government  offieiah  in  Netc 

Orleans. 

Sir:  You  have  been  looked  upon  as  an  honest  man,  with  loyal  devo- 
tion to  the  interests  of  the  republican  party.  Entertaining:  this  view, 
we  conclude  that  you  cannot  be  aware  of  the  true  charaeter  and  stand- 
ing of  the  federal  oflBcials  in  this  country,  or  surely  they  would  not  be 
tolerated.  We  are  mortified,  chagrined,  and  disappointed  at  the  state 
of  things ;  and  yet,  if  we  say  anything  we  are  set  upon  as  *'  sore  heads" 
or  as  "  disloyal  to  the  party."  But  we  claim  to  be  true  as  steel — voted 
for  Lincoln,  in  1864,  and  for  General  Grant,  in  1808,  and  have  been,  and 
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still  are,  faithful  to  the  republican  party  and  to  the  administration. 
But  we  are  outraged  by  the  character  of  our  officials — tliey  are  a  burden 
that  no  party  can  or  ought  to  be  asked  tocarrj'j  hideed,  if  they  continue 
to  be  tolerated  and  sustained  they  will  render  the  party  a  stench  in 
the  nostrils  of  the  community.  Endurance  now  ceases  to  be  a  virtue. 
Take  a  few  examples : 

"  Colonel  ^  (f)  James  F.  Casey,  collector  of  the  port.  Why  called  "  Col- 
onel," when  he  takes  pride  in  claiming  that  through  the  war  of  the  re- 
bellion he  occupied  the  proud  position  of  a  "neutral  Kentuckian?" 
After  the  war  a  fruitless  effort  at  planting  reduced  him  to  abject  pov- 
erty and  bankruptcy.  Then,  as  "cotton  weigher"  for  the  government, 
he  is  said  and  believed  to  have  made  money  by  enormous  profits  on  cot- 
ton, weighed  without  ever  being  on  or  even  near  the  scales,  which  be- 
came rusty  for  want  of  use — cotton  weighed  without  its  ever  being  seen 
or  handled  by  the  weigher  or  his  adroit  assistant,  (now  his  chief  dep 
uty  collector.)  After  this  he  played  the  part  of  "  my  man  Friday," 
to  Perry  Fuller,  democratic  collector,  to  the  pecuniary  benefit  "of 
both.  And  by  this,  the  way  was  opened  and  arrangements  made 
for  more  extensive  speculations,  when  "C3olonel"  Casey  should  be 
.  collector  of  the  port,  and  Perry  Fuller  should  in  turn  become  the 
"  man  Friday."  (See  letter  of  Hon.  Perry  Fuller  to  General  Ewing.) 
Such  are  Casey's  claims.  He  has  no  other.  He  is  regarded  as  a  man 
with  scarce  capacity  enough  to  run  a  little  cigar  shop,  let  alone  to  man- 
age the  affairs  of  a  great  custom-house.  He  is  ashamed  to  avow  himself 
a  republican — never  voted  a  republican  ticket  in  his  life — ^lias  never  done 
anything  for  the  party.  Indeed,  he  is  powerless,  and  could  not  if  he 
would.  He  is  honored  with  membership  in  the  "  Hancock  Club,"  which 
is  bitterly  and  proscriptively  democratic.  He  has  in  office,  as  subonli- 
nates,  some  of  the  most  bitter  opponents  of  the  republican  party  we 
have  ever  had  in  this  city,  and  still  worse,  some  of  these  have  nothing 
in  the  world  to  do  but  to  draw  their  pay,  being  mere  "  sinecures."  Others 
are  retained  who  are  openly  charged  with  direct  complicity  in  the  late 
frauds.  Indeed,  it  is  openly  charged  that  he  has  virtually  sold  out  to 
the  parties  under  an-est  for  frauds ;  and  yet  we  are  not  to  open  our 
mouths,  but  must  sustain  our  officials,  as  representatives  of  the  party. 
It  is  an  outrage  and  a  shame  for  the  party  and  the  government  to  be 
thus  imposed  upon.  Is  there  no  remedy?  When  will  the  day  of  our 
deliverance  come  f 

But  read 'on.  IS.  A.  Stoekdale,  collector  of  internal  revenue  for  this 
district.  He  may  have  a  fair  share  of  integrity,  and  the  capacity  of  a 
good  clerk;  but  in  politics  he  is  essentially  and  practically  neutral. 
Indeed,  "neutrality"  is  Stockdale's  motto.  He  has  no  identity  witii  the 
party,  never  attends  its  councils  or  its  clubs,  and  would  not  walk  across 
the  street  to  influence  a  vote  in  its  favor,  and  has  never  been  known  to 
express,  much  less  to  defend,  a  political  opinion.  He  lives,  moves, 
breathes,  and  has  his  being,  solely  for  S.  A.  Stockdale.  He  does  not 
even  go  as  far  as  the  old  man  wliose  prayer  embraced  "  Me  and  my  wife, 
my  son  John,  and  his  wife,  us  four  and  no  more.  Amen."  But  he  stops 
short  of  this  and  says,  "  Lord  bless  me  and  my  wife,  us  two,  and  that 
will  do.  Amen."  If  he  were  to  see  the  republican  party  toppling  to  its 
fall,  he  would  not  stretch  out  his  hand  to  stay  it  unless  he  feared  it 
might  crush  his  own  toes. 

But  read  on.  General  Longstreet^  the  surveyor  of  the  port,  like  all 
other  new  converts,  is  over  zealous  and  would  serve  tlie  party  if  he 
could ;  but  not  only  does  lie  lack  capacity  for  efficient  political  influ- 
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eiice,  but  such  is  the  utter  contempt  in  which  he  is  held  by  both  feder- 
als and  confederates,  that  they  consider  there  is  "no  soundness  in  him." 
The  x)eople  of  the  South  have  not  been  regarded  as  being  over-tena- 
cious as  to  oaths.  But  General  Longstreet  goes  a  little  too  far  for  them. 
He  swore  fidelity  to  the  federal  Constitution,  over  and  over  again,  as  a 
cadet  at  West  Point,  as  lieutenant,  as  captain,  and  as  major  in  the  regu- 
lar army.  Then,  as  zealously  swore  to  the  contrary,  and  entered  into 
solemn  covenant  to  overthrow  the  Constitution  of  the  country,  and  tear 
asander  the  bonds  of  the  federal  Union  ;  and  now  comes  in  and  swears 
back  again  to  the  starting  place.  And  he  is  the  man  selected  to  fiU  a 
lucrative  office,  in  preference  to  the  federal  soldier  who  met  the  rebel 
foes  led  by  Longstreet,  on  the  bloody  field  of  Chickamauga,  at  Knox\ille, 
at  Chancellorsville,  and  in  the  Wiklerness;  but  the  oriihans  of  our  brave 
soldiers  who  were  slain  by  Longstreet  are  singing — 

Rebels  at  home,  go  hide  your  facer*, 

Weep  for  your  crimes  with  bitter  tear»  ; 
You  could  not  hide  the  ble»»ed  diiylight, 

Though  you  shouhl  try  a  thousand  years. 

And  though  we  used  to  /6v7  and  say  in  the  dark  day  of  adversity, 
that— 

A  hundred  thousand  rebels'  ears 

Couhl  not  one-half  repay 
The  widows'  and  the  orphans'  tears, 

Slied  for  the  slain  to-day : 
The  blood  of  all  those  loyal  braver, 

Whom  southern  traitora  slew, 
Cries  sternly,  from  their  hiyal  graves, 

For  vengeance  upon  you. 

lJ|)on  who  i  Upon  such  as  Longstreet.  And  yet  he  is  honored  with  a 
federal  oflBce,  of  trust  and  profit,  while  many  needy,  wounded  federal 
soldiers,  and  their  helpless  orphans,  are  begging  for  bread,  or  implor- 
ingly asking  patronage  from  the  rel)el  general  who  murdered  their 
fathers,  or  deprived  them  of  an  arm,  a  leg,  or  an  eye,  on  the  gory  field 
of  battle. 

Oh,  what  a  reward  for  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  old  flag! 

And  such  is  official  No.  3,  Dr.  L.  I>.  Kellogg.  *' General  appraiser'' — 
a  mere  sinecure  of  an  office — ^but  lucrative,  is  held  by  Dr.  Kellogg, 
loyal  enough,  and  reputed  honest,  but  if  he  is  a  republican,  even  his  wife 
has  never  tbund  it  out.  He  is  not  sufficiently  interested  in  the  party  as 
to  walk  two  squares  to  vote ;  and  would  not  think  of  letting  down  his 
dignity  sufficiently  to  be  associated  with  a  republican  club,  and  would 
scorn  to  attend  a  political  meeting  where  colored  men  were  admitted  to 
equjil*rights  and  honors.  Like  Stockdale,  he  was  never  known  to  ad- 
vsince  a  political  sentiment,  much  less  to  defend  one.  Still  he  is  the  pet 
of  senators,  and  fills  an  office  where  the  greatest,  if  not  the  only,  labor 
to  be  performed  is  to  draw  his  salary.  Such  are  some  of  the  officials  you 
give  us  in  places  of  lionor,  trvsU  and  profit.  Must  it  continue  ?  Or  may 
we  hope  for  deliverance? 

EX  FEDERAL  SOLDIERS. 


United  States  Senate  CiiAjyiBEB, 

Washington^  April  3, 1870. 
Sir  :  I  resi^ectfully  inclose  herewith  a  communication  received  from 
the  Irish  Republican  Association  of  ITew  Orleans,  and  which  explains 
itself.    As  communications  of  this  nature  are  becoming  somewhat  nu- 
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inerous,  I  have  concluded  hereafter  to  transmit  them  to  you  sis  fast  a}> 
they  come  to  hand. 

Very  respectfullv, 

WM.  l\  KELLOGG. 
Hon.  Geo.  8.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Resolutions  of  tlie  Irish  Republican  Association  of  Louisiana  for  the  n 
moval  of  Jan.  F,  Casey ^  Collector  of  Customs^  New  Orleans. 
IBISH  Republican  Assocla.tion, 

New  Orleans,  Lousiana^  March  26,  1870. 
SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  regular  meeting  of  the 
Irish  Eepublican  Association  of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  held  i>u  the 
24th  instant,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved  J  That  the  thanks  of  this  association  are  due,  and  are  hereby 
returned,  to  Senators  Kellogg  and  Ilarris,  and  Hon.  L.  A.  Sheldoiu 
members  of  Congress  of  this  State,  for  their  exertions  to  procure  the 
removal  of  Collector  Casey,  and  other  democrats,  from  the  customhouse 
at  this  port,  and  that  we  will  sustain  them  in  all  efforts  to  effe(*t  so  de- 
sirable a  result,  knowing,  as  we  do,  that  wM)rthy  and  competent  repub- 
licans can  easily  be  found  to  till  any  vjicancies  created. 

Resolved  further^  That  we  heartily  indorse  the  ivctiou  of  our  State 
Central  Committee  in  requesting  the  unconditional  removal  of  the  col- 
lector, and  will  stand  by  them  to  the  end ;  only  demanding  of  them  that 
they  shall  make  no  compromise  with  a  man  so  unmindful  of  his  pledges. 
Resolved  further  J  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  by  the 
secretary  to  Hon.  J.  S.  Harris,  Hon.  Wni.  P.  Kellogg,  and  Hon.  L.  A. 
Sheldon,  for  their  information. 

Resolved  furtJier,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  fdrwarcled  to  tbe 
various  republican  clubs  of  the  parish  for  their  action ;  and  that  they 
be  published  in  the  New  Orleans  Kepublican. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  MORONEY, 
Secretary  Irish' Republican  Assoeiationy  New  Orleans,  Louisiana^ 
Hon.  Wm.  p.  Kellogg, 

United  States  Senator  from  Louisiana,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Treasury  Department, 
Office  of  Com^hssioner  of  Customs, 

July  12, 1870. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  reference  to  me  of  the  Senate  resolution  csdl- 
ing  for  certain  information  in  regard  to  the  custom-house  at  New  Or- 
leans, I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  tabular  statement  showing  - 
the  number  of  persons  employed  during  each  month  from  January  1, 
1865,  to  December  31,  1868,  and  from  April  1,  1869,  to  February  28, 
1870,  with  the  sums  paid  for  their  services. 

No  person  was  employed  and  paid  contrary  to  law,  and  those  paid 
were  employed  in  the  routine  transaction  of  the  custom-house  business. 
The  resolution  has  been  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  to  fur- 
nish the  information  required  in  regard  to  exports  and  imports. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  SAEGENT, 
Commissioner  of  Custatm* 
Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  February  28,  1870. 
Sib  :  Early  in  January  last  we  complained  to  you  that  the  custom- 
house at  New  Orleans  was  not  managed  in  the  interest  of  the  republi- 
can party,  so  far  as  the  collector's  department  was  concerned.    About 
that  time  Mr.  Casey,  the  collector,  was  in  this  city,  and  in  your  office 
be    expressed  his  desire  and  purpose  to  discharge  from  his  employ- 
ment all  men  who  were  not  republicans.    His  lists  of  employ<5s  or  officers 
were  examined,  and  other  gentlemen  with  ourselves,  all  being  republicans 
from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  pointed  out  about  sixty  names  of  meu  who 
were  democrats  and  not  in  sympathy  with  the  republican  party.     We 
were  not  able  to  designate  the  political  status  of  all  the  men  employed  in 
the  customhouse.    Mr.  Casey  did  not  agree  that  all,  or  any  considerable 
number  of  the  men  pointed  out  as  being  democrats,  were  such.    At  his 
own  suggestion  the  question  of  the  political  status  of  all  employes  should 
be  left  to  the  decision  of  the  central  committee  of  the  republican  party 
of  the  St-ate  of  Louisiana.    We  returned  to  New  Orleans  and  the  ques- 
tion at  issue  was  submitted  to  that  committee,  and  on  investigation  it 
was  found  that  about  one  hundred  and  ten  of  the  employes  holding  all 
the  most  prominent  positions  were  not  in  sympathy  with  the  republi- 
can party.    This  was  communicated  to  Mr.  Casey  by  the  committee.    In 
accordance  with  his  previous  action  he  ignored  the  committee,  and  still 
retains  in  office  nearly  all  the  men  pointed  out  by  ourselves  and  the  com- 
mittee as  democrats.    The  committee,  composed  of  the  most  prominent 
and  influential  republicans  of  the  State,  being  also  men  of  high  character 
and  standing  as  citizens,  have  unanimously,  by  resolution,  expressed  their 
belief  that  Mr.  Casey  does  not  intend  to  place  the  custom-house  in  the 
control  of  men  who  will  support  the  republican  pai'ty,  and  that  so  long 
as  Mr.  Casey  holds  the  position  of  collector  the  officers  and  employes  of 
the  custom-house  under  his  control  will  not  support  the  national  admin- 
istration, and  the  party  which  placed  it  in  {>ower. 

Statements  of  a  similar  character  come  to  us  from  many  leading  re-- 
publicans  of  New  Orleans,  and  we  are  led  to  believe  that  such  is  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  reliable  republicans  of  the  State. 

We  are  further  advised,  and  believe,  that  Mr.  Casey  is  wholly  con- 
trolled politically,  and  perhaps  otherwise,  by  certain  of  his  subordinates, 
and  that  especially  so  long  as  they  are  retained  in  office  Mr.  Casey  will 
not  subserve  the  interests  of  the  republican  party  and  the  administra- 
tion. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  removal  of  Mr.  Casey  would  remedy 
the  whole  evil,  provided  a  known  and  efficient  republican  were  placed 
in  his  position.  But  knowing  that  this  cannot  be  done  except  by  the 
President,  we  respectfully  suggest  to  you  an  alternative,  that  is  within 
your  power  to  ai)ply,  which  may  remedy  the  evils  complained  of.  At 
the  same  time  be  it  understood  that  we  regard  the  removal  of  Mr.  Casey 
as  the  most  effective  remedy  and  most  consistent  with  the  wishes  of 
the  republicans  of  the  State. 

The  men  controlling  Mr.  Casey  against  the  interests  of  the  republican 
party,  and  whose  removal  will  afford  a  partial  remedy,  at  least,  for  the 
evils  we  complain  of,  are  the  following,  to  wit :  P.  F.  Herwig,  special 
deputy  collector  5  C.  E.  In  gall,  deputy  collector ;  P.  E.  Bechtel,  auditor; 
J.  D.  Fleitas,  weigher;  Joseph  Herwig,  superintendent  warehouses; 

Crawford,  chief  entry  clerk ;  Gormly,  clerk. 

We  therefore  respectfully  request,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of 
the  republican  party  of  Louisiana,  and  in  the  interest  of  the  govern- 
ment, that  the  above  named  persons  be  removed  immediately,  and  that 
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♦ 
all  others  named  by  the  central  committee  be  removed  so  soon  as  tJie 
interests  of  the  public  will  admit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  S.  HAKRIS. 
WM.  P.  KBLIX)C;G. 
L.  A.  SHELDON. 
Hon.  George  S.  BorT^VELL,  Secretary  of  the  Tremnry. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  1,  1870. 

Sir  :  We  i-ecommend  the  following  removals  in  the  New  Orleans  co^- 
tom  house : 

That  P.  F.  Herwig  be  removed  and  Charles  Shute  api)ointed  in  his 
stead. 

That  O.  E.  Ingalls  be  removed  and  Brainerd  P.  Blanchard  ap|K>inted 
in  his  place. 

That  P.  E.  Becktel,  auditor,  be  rembved  and  M.  L.  Block  appointed 
in  his  place. 

That  Joseph  Herwig,  superintendent  of  warehouses,  be  removed  and 
Wright  R.  Fish  be  appointed  in  his  place. 

That  Thomas  Crawford  be  removed  and Starr  appointed. 

That  John  D.  Fleitas  be  removed  from  the  office  of  weigher  and  T.  V. 
Coupland  appointed. 

That  the  nomination  of  E.  D.  Benedict,  weigher,  be  not  confirnaeil, 
and  W.  S.  Mudgett  appointed  to  the  place. 

That  Henry  Clormly  be  removed  and  George  W.  Rollins  appointed  iu 
his  place. 

Mr.  Shute  is  already  the  chief  clerk  for  the  assistant  treasurer  of  New 
Orleans,  and  may  not  accept.  In  such  case  we  desire  to  have  Mr. 
Blanchard  appointed  in  place  of  P.  F.  Herwig,  and  we  desire  in  snch 
case  to  name  another  man  in  place  of  Ingalls. 

We  respectfully  ask  that  early  action  be  taken  in  this  matter. 
Ver\'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.S.HARRIS. 
WM.  P.  KELLOGG. 
L.  A.  SHELDON. 

Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell,  Secretary  of  the  Treamry. 


The  undersigned,  senators  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  respectfully,  bat 
urgently  and  earnestly,  recommend  the  removal  of  James  F.  Casey  from 
the  position  of  collector  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  believing  that  in  so 
doing  the  best  interests  of  the  government  and  the  republican  party  will 
be  maintained. 

Joseph  Wittgenstein.      J.  R.  Williams. 

Patrick  O'Hara.  C.  B.  Darrall. 

George  Y.  Kelso.  1. 1.  Moirelle. 

Curtis  Pollard.  John  Lyt^ch. 

C.  C.  Packard.  R.  Poindextek- 

Carlos  Wilcox.  J.  D.  Beares. 

C.  C.  Antoine.  John  Ray. 

T.  V.  Coupland. 
The  gentlemen  who  recommend  the  removal  of  Mr.  Casey,  as  ex- 
pressed within,  are  all  republican  State  senators. 

L.  A.  SHELDON. 
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[By  tc*le(rram,  dated  New  OrleauH,  March  1, 1870;  received  at  Washington  11.10  p.  m.] 

L.  A.  Sheldon,  Member  of  CongresHj 
W.  P.  Kellogg,  and 
John  L.  Harris,  United  States  Senators : 
The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  tState  Central 
Kxecutive  Committee  of  tbe  republican  party,  at  a  meeting  held  this  day : 
Resolved^  That  we  recommend  the  unconditional  removal  of  James  F. 
Ca«ey  from  the  office  of  collector  of  customs  of  this  port. 

S.  15.  PACKARD, 

Presidetit, 
HUGH  J.  CAMPBELL. 
O.  J.  DUNN. 
JOHN  LYNCH. 
JOHN  RAY. 
G.  CASANAVE. 
HARRY  LOTT. 
JAMES  CROMIE. 
THOMAS  LYNNB. 
P.  M.  WILLIAMS. 
B.  F.  JOUBERT. 
P.  G.  DESLONDE. 
M.  H.  TWITCHELL. 
B.  P.  BLANCHARD, 

Secretary. 


[By  tele^ani,  dated  New  Orloausss,  March  1,  1870;  received  at  Washington  11.10  p.  m.] 

Hon.  Geo.  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  : 
The  undersigned  resi)ectfully  ask  for  the  removal  of  Jas.  F.  Casey, 
collector  of  customs. 

JAS.  GRAHAM, 

Auditor. 
ANT.  DUBUCLET, 

State  Trea>8urer. 
JOHN  R.  CLAY. 
L.  F.  DELASIZE. 


[By  telegram,  dated  New  Orlo4ins,  March  '2,  187Q;  received  at  Washington  12.20  a.  m.] 
h.  A,  SHfe-LDON, 

Member  of  Congress : 
Casey's  administration  here  will  ruin  republican  party.    He  ought  to 
be  removed.    You  mav  show  this  to  Secretary  Boutwell. 

CHAS.  CLINTON. 


[  By  telegram,  dated  New  Orleans,  March  2, 1870 ;  received  at  comer  Fourteenth  street 
and  Pennsylvania  avenue  5.39.] 

George  8.  Boutwell, 

WashinfftoHj  2>.  C, 
The  gentlemen  who  ask  the  removal  of  Collector  Casey  but  echo  the 
universsd  demand  of  the  whole  republican  party  of  this  Stat€. 

H.  L.  SWARDS. 
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Rooms  State  Cei^tbal  Executive  Committee, 

Republican  Party  of  Louisiana, 
New  Orleans,  March  1,  1870. 
Whereas,  in  the  removals  made  tbis  day  (fifty-nine,  59,  in  number) 
from  the  New  Orleans  custom-house,  the  State  central  committee  see 
that  nothing  has  been  done  to  remove  any  of  the  large  number  of  dem 
ocrats  now  employed  by  the  collector  of  the  poi*t ;  and  whereas,  many 
of  the  best  and  most  meritorious  republicans  who  were  employed  there 
have  been  discharged ;  and  whereas,  the  whole  conduct  of  Mr.  Casey 
shows  that  he  is  not  only  not  in  accord  with  the  republican  party  of 
this  State,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  is  doing  all  that  he  can  to  disrupt 
the  party,  and  distract  the  councils  of  those  who  sustain  the  adminis 
tration  of  President  Grant ;  therefore — 

Be  it  resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  imcouditional  removal  of  Jame8 
F.  Casey  from  the  office  of  collector  of  customs  of  the  port  of  New 
Orleans. 

L.  B.  PACKARD,  President 

M.  H.  TWITCHELL. 

B.  F.  JOUBERT. 

JAMES  CROMIE. 

JOHN  LYNCH. 

O.  J.  DUNN. 

HARRY  LOTT. 

JOHN  RAY. 

P.  G.  DESLONDE. 

THOMAS  LYNNB. 

HUGH  J.  CAMPBELL. 

S.  SCHMIDT. 

P.  M.  WILLIAMS. 

G.  CASANAVE. 

P.  B.  BLANCHARD, 

Secretary. 


[By  telegram,  dated  New  Orleans,  let  March,  1870 ;  received  at  Washington,  11.30p.  m.] 

Hon.  Wm.  p.  Kellogg,  United  States  Se7iator,  Willards  : 

Have  declined  to  sign  recommendation  for  Collector  Casey's  removal, 
only  because  of  my  regard  for  the  President  and  respect  for  his  wishes. 
That  the  leading  republicans  and  party  earnestly  desire  a  change  there 
can  be  no  doubt. 

S.  A.  STOCKDALE, 


[By  telegram,  dated  New  Orleans,  9tli  March,  1870 ;  received  at  comer  Fourteenth 
street  and  Pennsylvania  avenue.] 

L.  A.  Sheldon,  Metnher  of  Congress : 

State  committee  dissatisfied  with  governor's  dispatch  to  Kellogg  rela- 
tive to  Casey ;  and  reiterate  former  resolutions  requesting  his  removal, 
and  democrats  too.    By  order  committee : 

S.  B.  PACKARD, 

President, 
B.  P.  BLANCHARD, 

Secretary, 
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Washington,  D.  O.,  May  14, 1870. 

Sir  :  Jamen  F.  Casey,  the  present  collector  of  the  port  of  New  Or- 
leans, was  appointed  to  that  office  without  recommendation  from,  or 
consaltatioQ  with,  any  republican  of  the  State  of  Louisiana.  lie  was 
comparatively  unknown  to  the  republican  paity  and  people  of  that 
State. 

So  happy  were  the  republicans  in  havinir  a  national  administration 
adhering  to  the  principles  of  justice,  and  aftordin;^  an  assurance  that 
l)eace  and  order  would  be  restored,  so  that  they  could  in  future  advocate 
audvote  their  sentiments  in  security,  that,  although  dissatisfied  with  this 
appointment,  they  would  not  complain  or  do  any  act  tending  to  disturl) 
harmonious  relations  with  the  administration,  but,  on  the  contrary,  they 
unitedly  resolved  to  do  all  in  their  i)ower  to  support  this  unacceptable 
appointee,  and  to  make  the  sitnation  as  pleasant  as  possil)le  to  all  parties 
concerned. 

Mr.  Casey,  before  and  at  the  time  of  his  entrance  into  office,  was  well 
advised  that  the  officers  and  employes  in  the  New  Orleans  custom-house 
liad  been  very  largely  supporters  of  the  administration  of  Andrew 
Johnson  and  adherents  of  the  democratic  partj'.  He  voluntarily  prom 
ised  that  he  would,  as  rapidly  as  was  consistent  with  the  public  inter- 
ests, remove  all  such,  and  put  in  their  i>laces  reliable  and  pronounced 
republicans.  •    • 

This  promise  gave  the  tried  men  of  Louisiana  high  hopes  that  meri- 
torious actions  were  to  be  recognized  and  rewarded.  The  republicans 
songht  in  every  Mray  to  place  before  him  the  names  of  good  and  compe 
tent  men — such  as  were  destitute,  from  having  been  liroscribed  and 
hunted  for  their  i)olitical  opinions — and  bore  in  charitable  spirit  his 
fabricated  excuses  for  delay  in  complying  with  his  promises. 

For  many  weary  months  Mr.  Casey  retained  in  office  large  numbers 
of  men  who  were  pronounced  democrats,  and  many  who  were  promoters 
of  the  cruelties  and  outrages  which  had  been  practiced  uponmen  who 
supported  the  standard  bearers  of  the  republican  party  of  the  nation. 
The  republicans  protested  and  remonstrated  in  vain,  llis  excuses  for 
his  course  were  oft-repeated  and  trivial.  His  sense  of  propriety  and  of 
obligations  was  so  apparent,  and  the  duplicity  of  his  conduct  became 
so  abhorrent,  that  he  justly  grew  to  be  obnoxious  to  republicans  gen- 
erally. 

Yielding  hesitatingly  to  the  general  demands  of  their  party,  the  re- 
publican memlierB  of  Congress  from  the  State  represented  to  the  hon- 
orable the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  condition  of  affairs  by  a 
written  statement,  signed  by  them,  and  which  was  filed  in  January- 
last. 

Subsequently  there  have  been  i)laced  on  file  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment the  following  papers  demanding  the  removal  of  Mr.  Casey  :  The 
resolutions  of  the  republican  State  central  committee,  unanimously 
adopted — a  committee  composed  of  most  eminent  citizens  and  pro- 
nounced republicans ;  a  telegram  signed  by  nearly  every  individual 
member  of  that  committee ;  the  resolutions  of  a  press  convention,  com- 
posed of  all  the  editors  of  republican  newspapers  in  that  State;  nu- 
merous letters  and  telegrams  from  leadinjr  and  iniluential  republicans; 
and  resolutions  from  several  republican  clubs. 

In  addition,  the  republican  members  of  Congress  from  that  State,  in 
repeated  personal  interviews,  have  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  the  fa(?t  that  Mr.  Casey  is  obnoxious,  and  Justly  so,  to  the 
republicans  of  that  State,  and  expressed  their  desire  that  he  be  removed. 

Thereupon  the  department  sent  a  special  agent  to  New  Orleans  to 
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investigate  the  condition  and  management  of  the  custom-houtM^.  Ui)07i 
the  return  of  this  agent  a  large  reduction  was  made  in  the  custom-house 
force,  and  many  other  reforms  were  suggested.  This  agent  has  repeat- 
edly stated  to  us  that  Mr.  Casey  is  incompetent,  and  that  he  has  made 
official  representations  to  that  effect. 

Moreover,  we  are  impressed  with  the  belief,  and  therefore  assert,  that 
]VIr.  Casey's  administration  of  his  office  has  been  loose,  and  more  expen- 
sive than  any  which  preceded  it,  whether  anterior  to  or  since  the  war ; 
too  expensive  to  satisfy  the  aims  of  an  economical  government.  From 
information  and  belief,  we  allege  that  his  accounts  are  unsettled,  and 
cannot  be  adjusted  upon  any  principle  of  law  or  justice,  except  by  leav- 
ing him  a  debtor  to  the  government  in  a  large  sum.  We  are  informed 
and  believe  that  he  violated  the  law  in  employing  and  paying  a  large 
unauthorized  force,  and  in  many  cases  in  paying  men  who  rendered 
little  or  no  service  whatever,  and  that  he  has  not  complied  with  the  law 
in  exacting  the  oath  required  in  the  acts  of  Congress. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  reasons,  any  one  of  which  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  effect  a  removal  in  any  ordinary  case,  Mr.  Casey  still  holds  his 
office,  and  openly  and  boastfully  announces  that  he  is  independent  of 
the  republicans  of  Louisiana. 

Eelying  upon  his  relationship  to  the  President,  he  holds  himself 
above  responsibility  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself,  and  sug- 
gestions made  to  him  from  the  department,  which  ought  to  be  his  law. 
have,  as  we  believe,  in  several  instances  been  disregarded  and  diso- 
beyed. He  is  boastful  and  offensive  in  his  language,  and  supercilious 
in  his  conduct. 

His  retention  longer  in  office  is  a  peril  to  the  cause  of  economy;  a 
burlesque  upon  competency ;  an  injury  to  the  national  administration ; 
and  an  outrage  upon  the  republican,  party  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
We  most  respectfully  repeat  our  request  that  he  be  removed. 

J.  S.  HARRIS. 

L.  A.  SHELDON. 

WM.  P.  KELLOGG. 

B.  C.  DABRELL. 

J.  P.  NBWSHAM. 

FRANK  MOREY. 
Hon.  George  S.  Boutwejll, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BEMOVAL  OF  JAMES   F.  CASEY. 


17 


Statement  showing  the  number  of  men  employed  in  the  custom-himae  at  New  OrleanSf  Lauieiana, 
from  January  1,  1865,  to  December  31,  1868,  and  from  Apnl  1,  1869,  to  February28, 1870, 
^irtji^  the  number  employed  in  each  month  and  the  amount  paid  for  their  tervioee. 


Time. 


IMS. 

January 

Ffbruary 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aujnist 

Sei)tember 

(ktober 

November 

December 

1868. 

January 

February 

March... 

April *. 

May >..».. 

June /.;..•- 

July i.... 

Aujruiit •.. 

^^ptember li. .  - 

<H«ber 3C^. 

November ^. 

iM-ember 

1867. 

Jannary 

hVbmary 

March... 

April 

May 

June 

July 


Ka 


191 
136 
137 
151 
138 
160 
100 
346 
213 
177 
226 
206 


225 
220 
257 

•n 

323 
305 
304 
298 
251 
294 
281 
362 


350 
348 
363 
355 
346 
366 
339 


Ajnonnt 


19, 675  48 
11,431  27 
11,999  60 
11.000  13 
12,255  94 
12,480  37 
7.263  40 
•18,  353  98 
17, 921  05 
13.897  36 
14, 847  00 
17, 077  95 


17,632  44 
16,484  45 
19. 919  85 
20,363  92 
23, 112  74 
21, 160  13 
21, 128  45 
20,800  95 
21,832  87 
24,058  55 
24,  947  9D 
28,922  16 


31,244  77 
28,056  20 
30,036  75 
30,435  50 
30, 712  88 
38.045  23 
30, 961  77 


Time. 


1867. 


AnctMt 

September. 
October  — 

'  November.. 

'  December. 


1868. 


JannAry — 

Febmary. . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

I  September  . 
I  October  .... 

November. . 

December.. 


J869. 


April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September  . 

Octolxr 

November,, 
December . . 


1870. 


January... 
February. 


No. 


351 
344 

350 
340 
400 


380 
367 
370 
410 
423 
438 
496 
353 
614 
449 
419 
520 


481 
420 
479 
456 
445 
478 
497 
484 
501 


399 

418 


Amount* 


•33,053  82 
30, 160  24 
31, 384  17 
30,947  49 
38.320  22 


33,581  45 
33,454  98 
35,950  74 
38,137  61 
41, 191  20 
39,663  51 
41, 134  84 
37,068  04 
33,156  00 
43,156  30 
38,716  85 
41.302  01 


41. 516  76 
41, 594  06 
40,621  97 
44, 140  03 
43^345  78 
47,637  54 
43,761  06 
45, 075  60 

53.517  93 


40,919  7« 
36,111  89 
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2d  Sestion.       j  \  No.  110. 


LETTER 


THE    SECRETARY   OF  THE    TREASURY 

COMMUNICATING, 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  June  27,  1870,  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  abandoned  lands  under  the 
act  of  June  7,  1862. 


July  12,  1870. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 


Treasury  Department,  July  12,  1870. 

Sir  :  By  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  June  27,  1870,  I  am  requested 
to  state  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  lease  or  sale  of  all  abandoned 
lands  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  under  section  12,  of 
the  act  of  June  7,  1862,  for  the  collection  of  direct  taxes  in  insurrec- 
tionary districts,  and  also  the  disposition  made  by  me,  or  under  my 
authority,  of  that  portion  of  those  proceeds  which,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  in  question,  is  to  be  paid  to  the  States  resi)ectively  for  cer- 
tain specified  purposes.  • 

In  reply  I  herewith  transmit  copies  of  two  communications  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  containing  such  information  as  is 
immediately  accessible.  It  is  very  ditiicult  to  determine  from  any  data 
in  possession  of  the  department  whati)ortion  of  the  direct-tax  expenses 
paid  by  warrant  from  the  appropriations  is  chargeable  to  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  "  abandoned''  lands  mentioned  in  section  12  of  the  act  of 
June  7,  1862. 

No  payment  has  been  made  to  the  governor  of  any  State  under  the 
act  in  question,  but  an  application  from  the  governor  of  South  Carolina 
for  such  payment  has  recently  been  referred  to  the  First  Comi)troller  for 
consideration. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax, 

President  of  the  Senate, 


Treasury  Department, 
Office  of  Internal  Revehue, 
July  7,  1870. 
Sir  :  Senate  resolution  No.  70,  dated  June  27,  1870,  by  which  you  are 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  information  as  to  the  amount 
of  proceeds  from  sales  and  leases  of  abandoned  lands  paid  into  the 
United  States  treasury,  confonnably  with  section  12,  a^t  of  Congress 
approved  Juue  7, 1862,  entitled  *^  An  act  for  the  collection  of  direct 
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taxes  in  insurrectionary  districts  within  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
puri>ose8;"  also,  as  to  what  disposition  has  been  made  by  you  of  the 
one-fourt4  j^rts  mentioned  in  said  section,  is  referred  to  this  office,  with 
a  re(iuost3adorsed  thereon,  that  1  would  inform  your  office  rehitive  to 
such  inr^j^iries  a«  I  may  have  the  means  of  answering. 

In  coinpliance  with  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  South 
Carolina*  is  the  only  State  in  which  any  lands  were  sold  under  the  pnv 
visions  of  section  12  of  the  act  referre(i  to,  and  the  amount  of  proceeds 
from  such  sales  and  leases  in  that  State  is,  as  reported  by  the  tax  com- 
missioners, $192,842  58.  As  to  the  disposition  of  these  proceeds,  the 
expenses  of  sales  and  leases  have  been  paid  out  of  the  moneys  derived 
from  this  source,  and  the  balance  has  been  turned  over  to  the  Treasury 
Department  by  the  tax  commissioner.  1  am'not  aware  that  anj^  part  of 
the  said  proceeds  has  been  paid  over  to  the  State,  or  governor,  or  his 
agent,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  said  section  12  of  the  act  re- 
ferred to.  As  to  the  amount  now  due  the  State  or  the  governor  on  acv 
count  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in  said  section  12  it  appears  impracti- 
cable at  this  time  to  fix  upon  any  exact  amount  due,  if  anything,  to 
the  StHte  of  South  Carolina,  as  the  commission  still  exists  in  operation. 

The  Senate  resolution  is  returned  to  you  as  requested.  ^ 
Very  respectfully, 

0.  DELANO, 
Commissioner, 

Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Treasury  Depart>ient, 
Office  of  Internal  Revenue, 
July  11,  1870. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  verbal  request  made  by  Mr.  Gsiines, I 
have  the  honor  t-o  state,  in  addition  to  my  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  that 
section  G,  act  of  March  3, 1865,  provides  that  "  the  expenses  caused  by, 
or  incident  to,  the  proceedings  of  any  board  of  tax  commissioners  shall 
be  paid  by  the  commissioners  out  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  which  have 
been,  or  shall  be,  made  by  them  of  any  lands  or  tenements :  Provided^ 
however,  That  the  bills  of  such  expenses  shall  be  first  submitted  to,  and 
approved  by,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

The  expenses  referred  to,  which  accrued  prior  to  March  3,  1865,  were 
paid  by  treasury  warrants,  and  the  account  of  the  same  was  not  fur- 
nished this  office.  I  am,  therefore,  unable  to  report  the  amount  of  ex- 
penses prior  to  that  date,  which  should  be  deducted  from  the  amoantof 
proceeds  of  sales  and  leases. 

Tlie  expenses  incident  to  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  subse- 
quent to  March  3,  1865,  to  be  deducted  from  the  proceeds  of  leases  and 
sales,  amounts,  as  nearly  as  I  am  at  this  time  able  to  determine,  to 
$52,535  14. 

This  amount,  together  with  the  amount  of  expenses  which  accrued 
prior  to  March  3,  1865,  deducted  from  the  $192,842  58,  will  leave  the 
amount  due,  if  anything,  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  DELANO, 
Commissioner. 
Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

9 
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MESSAGE 

OF  THK 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE   UNITED   STATES 

RETURNINa  WITH  HIS  OBJECTIONS 

TThe  hiU  8.  476,  entitled  "Aw  act  to  fix  the  status  of  certain  federal  soldiers 
enlisting  in  the  Union  army  from  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Florida,^ 


July  14, 1870. — ^Bead,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

I  herewith  return,  without  my  approval,  Senate  bill  No.  476,  "  An 
act  to  fix  the  status  of  certaiu  federal  soldiers  enlisting  in  the  Union 
army  from  the  states  of  Alabama  and  Florida,"  for  the  reasons  embod- 
ied in  the  following  facts,  which  have  been  obtained  from  the  office  of 
the  Second  Comptroller. 

The  First  regiment  of  Florida  cavalry,  composed  of  six  companies, 
was  organized  from  December,  1862,  to  August,  1864,  to  serve  three 
years.  It  was  mustered  out  of  service  November  17, 1865,  by  reason 
of  General  Order  from  the  War  Department  discharging  all  cavalry 
organizations  east  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  men  of  this  regiment  enlisting  prior  to  July  18, 1864,  received 
twenty-iive  dollars  advance  bounty  at  muster-in,  and  the  discharged 
soldiers,  and  heirs  of  those  deceased,  have  been  paid  the  same  bounty 
under  act  of  July  22, 1861,  joiut  resolution  January  13, 1864,  and  act  of 
July  28, 1866,  as  men  enlisted  at  the  same  time  in  other  volunteer  or- 
ganizations. 

The  Second  regiment  of  Florida  cavalry,  composed  of  seven  compa- 
nies, was  organized  from  December,  1863,  to  June,  1864,  to  serve  three 
years.  It  was  mustered  out  November  29, 1865,  by  reason  of  the  order 
discharging  cavalry  organizations  east  of  the  Mississippi.  Most  of  the 
men  received  the  twenty-five  dollars  advance  bounty  at  muster-in,  and 
the  discharged  men  and  heirs  of  deceased  men  have  received  bounty 
under  the  several  acts  of  Congress  cited  above,  subject  to  the  same  con- 
ditions which  apply  to  men  who  enlisted  at  the  same  time  in  other 
volunteer  organizations. 

The  First  Alabama  cavalry  was  originally  organized  as  a  one-year 
regiment,  from  December,  1862,  to  September,  1863,  and  two  companies 
of  three-year  men  (companies  I  and  K)  were  added  to  complete  its  or- 
ganization. These  companies  were  formerly  companies  D  and  E  of  the 
Krst  Middle  Tennessee  cavalry.  Prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  the  one-year  men,  the  adjutant  general  of  the  army,  of  date  May  15, 
1863,  authorized  General  Dodge  to  fill  up  this  command,  and  in  accord- 
ance therewith  the  places  of  the  companies  discharged  by  reason  of 
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expiration  of  term,  were  filled  by  companies  of  men  enlisted  for  three 
years.  The  original  companies,  A,  B,  C,  D,  B,  F,  G,  H,  and  L,  were 
organized  from  December,  1862,  to  September  25, 1863,  and  were  dis- 
charged by  companies,  from  December  22, 1863,  to  September  28, 1864, 
in  order  as  the  term  (one  year)  of  each  company  expired.  Companies 
I  and  K,  mustered-in  August,  1862,  to  serve  three  years,  were  dis- 
charged in  July,  1865,  by  reason  of  expiration  of  term  of  service.  As 
reorganized  under  the  order  above  mentioned,  the  regiment  consisted 
of  companies  A,  B,  C,  D,  B,  and  G,  organized  from  February  5, 1804, 
to  October,  1864,  to  serve  three  years;  companies  F,  L,  and  M,  organ- 
ized from  December  29, 1863,  to  October  31,  1864,  to  serve  one  and 
three  years ;  company  H,  organized  in  March  and  April,  1865,  to  serve 
three  years,  and  companies  I  and  E,  of  the  old  organization,  described 
above.  The  men  of  the  First  Alabama  cavalry  who  enlisted  for  three 
years  have  been  paid  bounty  under  the  several  acts  of  Congress,  upoii 
the  same  principles  which  apply  to  other  three-year  volunteers.  The 
one-year  men  enlisted  prior  to  July  18,  1864,  received  no  bounty,  bat 
one  hundred  dollars  bounty  has  been  paid  the  proper  heirs  of  the  one- 
year  men  of  this  organization  who  died  in  the  service,  in  accordance 
with  the  act  of  July  22, 1861,  under  which  the  regiment  was  origmally 
organized. 

Some  of  the  men  of  these  organizations  were  erroneously  paid  by  the 
pay  department  at  the  time  of  their  muster  out  of  service,  they  having 
been  paid  but  one  hundred  dollars  when  they  should  have  been  allowed 
three  hundred  dollars,  under  the  joint  resolution  of  January  13, 1864. 
The  balance  of  bounty  due  these  men  is  being  paid  by  the  proper 
accounting  officers.  It  will  be  seen  by  comparing  the  above  statement 
with  the  act  under  consideration,  that  the  effect  of  the  act  will  be  to 
give  the  one-year  men  of  the  First  Alabama  cavalry,  nearly  all  of  whom 
enlisted  in  1862  and  1863,  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars  each  as  a 
proportionate  part  according  to  the  time  served.  It  would  give  each 
man  of  companies  I  and  K  of  the  First  Alabama  cavalry  one  hundred 
dollars  more  bounty.  The  bounty  of  the  other  three-year  men  of  the 
First  Alabama  cavalry,  First  Florida  cavalry,  and  Second  Florida  cav- 
alry, who  enlisted  prior  to  December  25, 1863,  and  from  April  1, 1864, 
to  July  17, 1864,  inclusive,  and  who  were  discharged  by  reason  of  orders 
from  the  War  Department,  will  not  be  affected. 

The  men  enlisting  in  these  organizations  under  joint  resolution  of 
January  13, 1864,  receive,  under  existing  laws,  one  hundred  dollars  more 
bounty  than  they  would  be  entitled  to  receive  if  the  act  under  consid- 
eration becomes  a  law. 

In  case  of  deceased  men  the  working  of  the  act  is  still  more  perplex- 
ing, as  the  prescribed  order  of  inheritance  under  act  of  July  4, 1864,  is 
entirely  different  from  that  under  all  other  acts. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  claims  in  case  of  the  deceased  men  have 
been  settled,  and  bounties  have  been  paid  fathers,  mothers,  brothers, 
and  sisters — the  proper  heirs  under  existing  laws — which,  under  this  act 
would  go  only  to  the  widow,  children,  and  widowed  mother.  Bounty 
has  also  been  paid  to  parents  under  act  of  July  28, 1866,  which  this  act 
would  require  to  be  paid  to  the  widow,  although  she  may  nave  remarried. 

Under  act  of  July  28, 1866,  children  of  age  are  not  entitled,  but  this 
act  makes  them  joint  heirs  with  the  minor  children. 

In  case  of  the  deceased  one-year  men,  and  the  three-year  men  enlisted 
under  joint  resolution  of  January  13, 1864,  the  effect  of  this  act  would 
only  be  to  change  thejprescribed  order  of  inheritance. 

In  case  of  the  three-year  men  enlisted  under  act  of  July  22, 1861,  the 
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order  of  inheritance  is  changed  by  this  act,  and  the  heirs  entitled  (widow, 
children,  and  widowed  mother)  will  receive  one  hundred  dollars  more 
bounty  than  they  are  now  entitled  to  receive. 

It  may  be  well  to  state  that,  November  14, 1864,  the  War  Department 
gsbve  authority  to  enlist  men  who  had  deserted  from  the  rebel  army  as 
recruits  for  the  First  Alabama  cavalry,  with  the  distinct  understanding 
tbat  they  were  to  receive  no  bounty.  Such  recruits  have  not  been  paid 
bounty,  and  it  may  be  a  question  whether  the  act  under  consideration 
would  entitle  them  to  any. 

U.  S.  GEANT. 

Executive  Mansion,  July  14, 1870. 


Forty-first  Congress  op  the  United  States  op  America,  at  the  Second  Session, 
begun  and  heli>  at  the  city  op  washington  on  monday,  the  sixth  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine. 

AN  ACT  to  fix  the  status  of  certain  federal  soldiers  enlisting  in  the  Union  army  from 
the  States  of  Alabama  and  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  (he  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled :  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  gov- 
ernment who  have  authority  to  act  in  such  cases,  be,  and  are  hereby,  directed  to  audit 
and  pay  the  claims  for  bounty  of  the  enlisted  men  who  composed  the  First  regiment  of 
Alabama  cavah^,  and  the  First  and  Second  regiments  of  Florida  cavalry.  United  States 
volunteers,  as  is  provided  for  enlisted  men  in  other  volunteer  organizations,  under  the 
provisions  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  provide  for  the  enroUing  and  call- 
ing out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,''  approved  July  four,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four ;  and  aU  claims  for  bounty  made  oy  enlisted  men,  or  tlieir  proper 
beirs,  of  the  First  regiment  Alabama  cavalry,  and  the  First  and  Second  Florida  cavalry, 
United  States  volunteers,  shaU  be  i|aid  in  the  same  manner,  and  subject  to  the  same 
re^olations  and  restrictions,  and  in  the  same  sums,  according  to  their  periods  of 
eimstment,  precisely  as  if  they  had  enlisted  after  the  passage  of  the  act  above  recited. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enactedj  That  this  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

J.  G.  BLAINE, 
Sfpeaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
SCHUYLER  COLFAX, 
Vice-President  of  ihe  United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate, 

I  certify  that  this  act  did  originate  in  the  Senate. 

GEO.  C.  GORHAM, 

Secretary. 

By  w.  J.  Mcdonald, 

Chitf  ClerJc. 
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41ST  Congress,  (  SENATE.  i  Ex.  Doo. 

2d  Sesiion.      S  \  No.  112. 


MESSAGE 

OF  THK 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES 


COMMITXICATINCJ, 


In  compliance  icitli  tJie  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  1th  instant,  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  tlie  condition  of  the  commercial  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  tlie  Spanish-American  states  on  this  continent,  and  he- 
ttreen  those  countries  and  otlier  nations. 


Ji'LY  14,  1H7(>. — Koad,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tjihlr  and  Uv  printtMl. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resohition  of  the  7th  in- 
stant, a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments. 

U.  S.  GKANT. 

WAKHINfiTON,  July  14,  1870. 


Dkpajbtment  of  State, 

Washington^  July  14,  1870. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  requesting  the  President  "to  institute  an  inquiry,  by  such  means 
as  in  his  judgment  shall  be  deemed  proper,  into  the  present  condition 
of  the  commercial  relations  between  the  United  States  and  the  Spanish - 
American  states  on  this  continent,  and  between  those  countries  and 
other  nations,  and  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  full  and  complete 
statements  regarding  the  same,  together  with  such  recommendations 
a8  he  may  tlunk  necessary  to  promote  the  development  and  increase  of 
our  commerce  with  those  regions,  and  to  secure  to  the  United  States 
that  proi)ortionate  share  of  the  trade  of  this  continent  to  which  their 
close  relations  of  geographical  contiguity  and  political  friendship  with 
all  the  states  of  America  justly  entitle  them,''  has  the  honor  to  report : 

The  resolution  justly  regards  the  commercial  and  the  political  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  with  the  American  states  of  Spanish  origin 
as  necessarily  dependent  upon  each  other.  If  the  commerce  of  those 
countries  has  been  diverted  from  its  natural  connection  with  the  United 
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States,  the  fact  may  probably  be  partly  traced  to  political  causes,  whieb 
have  beeu  swept  away  by  the  great  civil  convulsion  in  this  country. 

For  the  just  comprehension  of  the  position  of  this  government  in  the 
American  political  system,  and  for  the  causes  which  have  failed  to  give 
it  hitherto  the  influence  to  which  it  is  properly- entitled,  by  roas<ni  of  its 
democratic  system,  and  of  the  moderation  and  sense  of  justice  which 
have  distinguished  its  foreign  policy  through  successive  administrations 
from  the  birth  of  the  nation  until  now,  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  brief 
notice  of  such  measures  as  affect  our  jn^esent  relations  to  the  other 
parts  of  this  continent. 

The  United  States  were  the  first  of  the  European  colonies  in  America 
to  arrive  at  maturity  as  a  i)eople,  and  assume  the  iK)sition  of  an  inde- 
pendent republic.  Since  then  important  changes  have  taken  place  iu 
various  nations  and  in  every  part  of  the  world.  Our  own  growth  in 
power  has  been  not  the  least  remarkable  of  all  the  great  event*  of 
modern  history-. 

When,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  revolutionary  war,  having  couqueretl 
by  arms  our  right  to  exist  as  a  sovereign  state,  that  right  was  at  length 
recognized  by  treaties,  we  occupied  only  a  narrow  belt  of  land  along 
the  Atlantic  coast,  hemmed  in  at  the  north,  the  west,  and  the  south  by  the 
IMJSsessions  of  European  governments,  or  by  uncultivated  wastes  beyond 
the  Alleghanies,  inhabited  only  by  the  aborigines.  But,  in  the  very 
infancy  of  the  United  States,  far-sighted  statesmen  saw  ami  predicted 
that,  weak  in  population  and  appfirently  restricted  in  available  territory 
as  the  new  republic  then  was,  it  had  within  it  the  germs  of  colossal 
grandeur,  and  would,  at  no  remote  day,  occupy  the  continent  of 
America  with  its  institutions,  its  authority,  and  its  pesiceful  influence. 

That  expectation  has  been  thus  far  signally  verified.  The  United 
States  entered  at  once  into  the  occupation  of  their  rightful  i>ossessions 
westward  to  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi.  Next,  by  the  spontaneous 
proffer  of  France,  they  acquired  Louisiana  and  its  territorial  extension, 
or  right  of  extension,  north  to  the  line  of  the  treaty  demarcation  be- 
tween France  and  Great  Britain,  and  west  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Next, 
by  amicable  arrangement  with  Spain,  they  acquired  the  Floridas,  and 
complete  southern  maritime  frontiers  upon  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Then 
came  the  union  with  the  independent  State  of  Texas,  followed  by  the 
acqnisitions  of  California  and  New  Mexico,  and  then  of  Ai'izona. 
Finally,  Russia  has  ceded  to  us  Alaska,  and  the  continent  of  North 
America  has  become  independent  of  Europe,  except  so  much  of  it  as 
continues  to  maintain  politiciil  relations  with  Great  Britain. 

Meanwhile,  partly  by  natural  increase,  and  partly  by  voluntary  immi- 
grataon  from  Europe,  our  jwpulation  has  risen  from  three  millions  to 
nearly  forty  millions ;  the  number  of  States  and  Ten-itories  united  under 
the  Constitution  ha«  been  augmented  from  thirteen  to  forty-seven ;  the 
development  of  internal  wealth  and  power  has  kept  pace  with  i>oHtical 
expansion ;  we  have  occupied  in  part  and  iwople<l  the  vast  interior  of  the 
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contiaeut ;  we  have  bound  the  Pacific  to  tlie  Atlantic  by  a  chain  of 
intervening  States  and  organized  Territories;  we  have  delivered  the 
i*epnblic  from  the  anomaly  and  the  ignominy  of  domestic  servitude ;  we 
have  constitutionally  iixed  the  equality  of  all  races  and  of  all  men  be- 
fore the  law  ;  and  we  have  established,  at  the  cost  of  a  great  civil  war 
—a  cost,  however,  not  beyond  the  value  of  such  a  result — the  indissolu- 
ble national  uiiity  of  the  United  States. 

In  all  these  marked  stages  of  national  progress,  from  the  Declaration 
of  Inde])cndence  to  the  recent  amendments  of  the  Constitution,  it  is 
impossible  not  topei*ceive  a  providential  series  and  succession  of  events, 
intimately  attached,  one  to  the  other,  and  possessed  of  definite  charac- 
ter as  a  whole,  whatever  incidental  departures  from  such  uniformity 
may  have  marked  or  seemed  to  mark  our  foreign  policy  under  the  in- 
Huence  of  temiiorary  causes,  or  of  the  conflicting  opinions  of  statesmen. 

In  the  time  of  Washington,  of  the  first  Adams,  of  Jefi;erson,  and  of 
Madison,  the  condition  of  Europe,  engaged  in  the  gigantic  wars  of  the 
French  revolution  and  of  the  empire,  produced  its  series  of  i)ublic 
qnestions,  and  gave  tone  and  color  to  our  foreign  policy.  In  the  time 
of  Monroe,  of  the  second  Adams,  and  of  Jackson,  and  subsequently 
thereto,  the  indei)endence  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  colonies  of 
America  i)roduced  its  series  of  questions  and  its  apparent  modification 
of  our  public  policy.  Domestic  qnestions  of  ten4torial  organization,  of 
social  emancipation,  and  of  national  unity  have  also  largely  occupied  the 
minds  and  the  attention  of  the  later  administrations. 

The  treaties  of  alliance  and  guarantee  with  France  which  contributed 
so  much  to  our  independence,  were  one  source  of  solicitude  to  the  early 
iulministrations,  which  were  endeavoring  to  i)rotect  our  commerce  from 
the  depredations  and  wrongs  to  which  the  maritime  policy  of  England 
and  the  reaction  of  that  policy  on  Fran<;e  subjected  it.  For  twenty 
years  we  struggled  in  vain  to  accomplish  this,  and  at  hist  drifted  into 
war. 

The  avoidance  of  entangling  alliances,  the  cliara<*teristic  feature  of 
the  foreign  policy  of  Washington,  sprang  from  tliis  condition  of  things. 
But  the  entangling  alliances  which  then  existed  were  engagements 
made  with  France  as  a  part  of  the  general  contract  under  which  aid  was 
furnished  to  us  for  the  achievement  of  our  independence.  France  was 
willing  to  waive  the  letter  of  the  obligation  as  to  her  West  India  ik)s- 
sessions,  but  demande<l,  in  its  stead,  privileges  in  our  ports  which  the 
administration  was  unwilling  to  concede.  To  make  its  refusal  accepta- 
ble to  a  public  which  sympathized  with  France,  the  (cabinet  of  (leneral 
Washington  exaggerated  the  principle  into  a  theory  tending  to  na- 
tional isolation. 

The  public  measui^s  designed  to  maintain  unimpaired  the  domestic 
sovereignty  and  the  intenmtional  neutrality  of  the  United  States  were 
independent  of  this  jwlicy,  though  apparently  incidental  to  it.  The 
municipal  laws  enacted  by  Congress  then  and  since  have  been  but  dec- 
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laratiouH  of  the  law  of  nations.  Tliey  are  essential  to  tlie  lueservatior 
of  our  national  dignity  anil  honor ;  they  have  for  tlieir  objeet  to  repress 
and  punish  all  enterprises  of  private  war,  one  of  the  last  relies  of  uie 
diffval  barbarism ;  and  they  have  descended  to  us  from  the  fathers  of 
the  republic,  supported  and  enforced  by  every  sa<M*eeding:  President  of 
the  United  States. 

The  foreign  policy  of  these  early  days  was  not  a  naiTow  one.  During' 
this  period  we  secured  the  evacuation  by  Great  Britain  of  the  country 
wrongfully  occupied  by  her  on  the  lakes;  we  acquired  I^ouisiana;  w^* 
measured  forces  on  the  sea  with  France,  and  on  the  land  and  sea  with 
England ;  we  set  the  example  of  resisting  and  chastising  the  piracies  of 
the  Barbary  States ;  we  initiated  in  negotiations  with  Prussia  the  loMjr 
line  of  treaties  for  the  liberalization  of  war  and  the  promotion  of  inter- 
national intercourse ;  and  we  steadily  denmnded,  and  at  length  obtaineil. 
indemnification  from  various  governments  for  the  loss(»s  wehad  snffbred 
by  foreign  s])oliations  in  the  wars  of  Europe. 

To  this  i)oiut  in  our  foreign  policy  we  had  ari-ived  when  the  i-evohi- 
tionary  movements  in  Spanish  and  Portuguese  America  compelled  a 
modification  of  our  relations  with  Europe,  in  consequence  of  the  riw  of 
new  and  independent  states  in  America. 

The  revolution  which  commenced  in  1810,  and  extended  through  all 
the  Spanish  American  continental  colonies,  after  vainettbrts  of  repivs 
sion  on  the  part  of  Spain,  protracted  through  twenty  years,  termiuatcMl 
in  the  establishment  of  the  independent  states  of  Mexico,  Guatemalji. 
San  Salvador,  Honduras,  Nicaragua,  Costa  llica,  Venezuela,  Colombia. 
Ecuador,  Peru,  Chili,  Bolivia,  the  Argentine  Kepublic,  Trugiuiy,  and 
Pai'aguay,  to  which  the  empire  of  Brazil  came  in  time  to  be  added. 
These  events  necessarily  enlarged  the  sphere  of  action  of  the  Unito<l 
States,  and  essentially  modified  our  relations  with  Europe,  and  our  atti- 
tude to  the  rest  of  this  continent. 

The  new  states  were,  like  ourselves,  revolted  colonies.  They  contiii 
ued  the  precedent  we  had  set,  of  separating  from  EuroiK*.  Their 
assumption  of  independence  was  stimulated  by  our  example.  They  pn^- 
fessedly  imitated  us,  and  copied  our  national  Constitution,  sometimes 
even  to  their  inconvenience. 

The  Spanish- American  colonies  had  not  the  same  preparation  for  in- 
dependence that  we  had.  Each  of  the  British  colonies  possessed  com- 
plete local  autonomy.  Its  formal  transition  from  dependence  to  inde 
l)endcnce  consisted  chiefly  in  expelling  the  British  governor  of  the  col- 
ony, and  electing  a  governor  of  the  State,  from  which  to  the  organizetl 
Union  was  but  a  step.  All  these  conditions  of  success  wei*e  wanting  in 
Spanish  America,  and  hence  many  of  the  difficulties  in  their  career  a> 
independent  states ;  and,  further,  while  the  revolution  in  British  Aiuer 
ica  wa«  the  exclusive  result  of  the  march  of  opinion  in  the  British  colo 
nies,  the  simultaneous  action  of  the  separate  Spanish  colonies,  thoii^li 
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^liowiufi:  a  desire  for  iudepeiideiice,  was  principally  prodiu?ed  by  tbe  iic- 
cident  of  the  invasion  of  8[)aiu  by  Frauco. 

Tbe  formation  of  tbese  new  sovereignties  in  Anierira  was  Important 
tit  us,  not  only  because  of  tbe  cessation  of  colonial  monopolies  to  that 
extent,  but  because  of  the  geographical  relations  to  us,  held  by  so  many 
new  nations,  all,  like  ourselves,  created  from  European  stock,  and  inter- 
ested in  excluding  European  [)olitics,  dynastic  questions,  and  balances 
t>f  power  from  further  influence  in  the  New  World. 

Thus  the  United  States  were  forced  into  new  linos  of  action,  which, 
though  apparently  in  some  respects  conflicting,  were  really  in  harmony 
with  the  line  marked  out  by  Washington.  The  avoidance  of  entangling 
political  alliances,  and  the  maintenance  of  our  own  independent  neutrality 
l)ecame  doubly  important  from  the  fact  that  they  became  applicable  to  the 
new  republics  as  well  as  to  the  mother  country.  The  duty  of  non-in  terfer- 
euce  had  been  admitted  by  every  President.  The  question  came  up  in  the 
time  of  tbe  first  Adams,  on  the  occasion  of  the  enlistment  projects  of 
^liranda.  It  appeared  again  under  Jefferson  (anterior  to  the  revolt  of 
the  Spanish  colonies)  in  the  schemes  of  Aaron  Burr.  It  was  an  ever 
present  question  in  the  administrations  of  Madison,  Monroe,  and  the 
younger  Adams,  in  reference  to  the  questions  of  foreign  enlistment  or 
equipment  in  the  United  States,  and  when  these  new  republics  entered 
the  family  of  nations,  many  of  them  very  feeble,  and  all  too  much  sub- 
ject to  internal  revolution  and  civil  war,  a  strict  adherence  to  our  pre- 
vious policy  and  a  strict  enforcement  of  our  laws  became  essential  to 
tbe  preservation  of  friendly  relations  with  them ;  for,  since  that  time,  it 
has  been  one  of  the  principal  cares  of  those  intrusted  with  the  admin- 
istration of  the  government,  to  prevent  piratical  expeditions  against 
these  sist-er  republics  from  leaving  our  ports.  And  thus  the  changed 
condition  of  the  New  World  made  no  change  in  the  tr<aditional  and  peace- 
ful iK)licy  of  the  United  States  in  this  respect. 

In  one  respect,  however,  the  advent  of  these  new  states  in  America 
did  compel  an  apparent  change  of  foreign  i>olicy  on  our  part.  It  de- 
volved upon  us  the  determination  of  the  gre^it  international  question,  at 
what  time,  and  under  what  circumstances,  to  recognize  a  new  power  as 
entitled  to  a  place  among  the  family  of  nations.  There  was  but  little 
«if  precedent  to  guide  us,  except  our  own  case.  Something,  indeed, 
could  be  inferred  from  the' historical  origin  of  the  Netherlands  and 
Switzerland.  But  our  own  case,  carefully  and  conscientiously  consid- 
ered, was  sufficient  to  guide  us  to  right  conclusions.  We  maiutained 
our  position  of  international  friendship  and  of  treaty  obligations  toward 
Spain,  but  we  did  not  consider  that  we  were  bound  to  wait  for  its  recog- 
nition of  the  new  republics  before  admitting  them  into  treaty  relations 
with  ns  as  sovereign  States.  We  held  that  it  was  for  us  to  judge 
whether  or  not  they  had  attained  to  the  condition  of  actual  indepen- 
dence, and  the  consequent  right  of  recx)gnition  by  us.  We  considered 
this  question  of  fact  ileliberately  and  coolly.    We  sent  commissioners 
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to  S))aiii8li  America  to  ascertain  and  report  for  our  infonnatiou  concern 
ing  their  actual  circumstances,  and  in  tlie  fullness  of  time  we  a<?knowl- 
edged  their  independence;  we  exchanged  diplomatic  ministers,  ami 
made  treaties  of  amity  with  them,  the  earliest  of  which,  negotiated  hy 
Mr.  Jolin  Quincy  Adams,  served  as  the  model  for  the  subsequent  treaties 
with  the  Spanish-American  reimblics.  We  also,  simultaneously  the^^ 
with,  exerted  our  good  offices  with  Spain,  to  induce  her  to  submit  to 
the  inevitable  result,  and  herself  to  accept  and  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  her  late  colonies.  We  endeavored  to  induce  Russia  to  join 
us  in  these  representations.  In  all  this  our  action  wa«  i>ositive,  in  the 
direction  of  promoting  the  complete  political  separation  of  America 
from  Europe. 

A  vast  field  was  thus  opened  to  the  statesmen  of  the  United  States 
for  the  peaceful  introduction,  the  spread,  and  the  permanent  establish- 
ment of  the  American  ideas  of  republican  government,  of  modification 
of  the  laws  of  war,  of  libemlization  of  commerce,  of  religious  fi-eedom 
and  toleration,  and  of  the  emancipation  of  the  New  World  from  the 
dynastic  and  balance  of  power  controversies  of  Europe. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  beyond  any  other  statesman  of  the  time  in 
this  country,  had  the  knowledge  and  experience,  both  European  and 
American,  the  comprehension  of  thought  and  puri3ose,  and  the  moral 
convictions  which  pecidiarly  fitted  him  to  introduce  our  country  into 
this  new  field,  and  to  lay  the  foundation  of  an  American  i>olicy.  The 
declaration  known  as  the  Monroe  doctrine,  and  the  objects  and  purposes 
of  the  congress  of  Panama,  both  supposed  to  have  been  largely  inspired 
by  Mr.  Adams,  have  influenced  public  events  from  that  day  to  this,  as 
a  princiide  of  government  for  this  continent  and  its  adjacent  islands. 

It  was  at  the  period  of  the  congress  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  and  of  Lay- 
bach,  when  the  "holy  alliance''  was  combined  to  arrest  all  political 
changes  in  Europe  in  the  sense  of  liberty,  when  they  were  inter\'ening 
in  Southern  EuroiK?  for  the  re-establishment  of  absolutism,  and  when 
they  were  meditating  interference  to  check  the  progress  of  fi'ee  govern- 
ment in  America,  that  Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  annual  message  of  December, 
1823,  declared  that  the  United  States  woiUd  consider  any  attempt  to 
extend  the  European  system  to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dan- 
gerous to  our  peace  and  safetj'.  *'  Witli  the  existing  colonies  or  depend- 
encies of  any  European  i>ower,''  he  said,  "  we  have  not  interfered  awl 
shall  not  interfere.  But  with  the  governments  who  have  declai-ed  their 
independence,  and  maintained  it,  and  whose  independence  we  have  o" 
great  consideration  and  on  just  ininciples  acknowledged,  we  could  not 
view  any  inteq)osition  for  the  pur)>ose  of  oppi'essing  them,  or  control- 
ling, in  any  other  manner,  their  destiny,  by  any  European  power,  in  miv 
other  light  than  as  the  manitestation  of  an  unfriendly  feeling  towards 
the  United  States." 

This  declaration  resolved  the  solution  of  the  immediate  question  of 
the  independence  of  the  Spanish  American  colonies,  and  is  supiH>sed  to 
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have  exercisetl  Hoiiie  influence  upon  tl)e  course  of  the  British  cabinet  in 
regard  to  the  absolutist  schemes  in  Euroi)e  ns  well  as  in  America. 

It  has  also  exercised  a  permanent  influence  on  this  continent.  It 
was  at  once  invoked  in  consequence  of  the  supposed  peril  of  Cuba 
on  the  side  of  Europe ;  it  was  applied  to  a  similar  danger  threaten- 
ing Yucatan;  it  was  embodied  in  the  treaty  of  the  United  States  and 
Ivreat  Britain  as  to  Central  America ;  it  produced  the  successful  opposi- 
tion of  the  United  States  to  the  attempt  of  Great  Britain  to  exercise 
<lominion  in  Nicaragua  under  the  cover  of  the  Mosquito  Indians ;  and  it 
operated  in  like  manner  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  a  European  dy- 
nasty in  Mexico. 

The  United  States  stand  solemnly  committed  by  repeated  declarations 
and  rei>eated  acts  to  this  doctrine,  and  its  application  to  the  affairs  of 
this  continent.  In  his  message  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session,  the  President,  following  the  teach- 
ings of  all  our  history,  said  that  the  existing  '•  dependencies  are  no  longer 
regarded  as  subject  to  transfer  from  one  European  power  to  another. 
When  the  present  relation  of  colonies  cea.ses,  they  are  to  become  inde- 
pendent powers,  exercising  the  right  of  choice  and  of  self-control  in  the 
determination  of  their  future  condition  and  relations  with  other  powers," 

This  iK>licy  is  not  a  policy  of  aggression;  but  it  opposes  the  creation 
of  European  dominion  on  American  soil,  or  its  transfer  to  other  Euro- 
l>ean  powers,  and  it  looks  hopefully  to  the  time  when,  by  the  voluntary- 
ileparture  of  European  governments  from  this  continent  and  the  adja- 
cent islands,  America  shall  be  wholly  American. 

It  does  not  contemplate  forcible  intervention  in  any  legitimate  con- 
test ;  but  it  protests  against  permitting  such  a  contest  to  result  in  the 
increase  of  European  power  or  influence ;  and  it  ever  impels  this  gov- 
ernment, as  in  the  late  contest  between  the  South  American  republics 
and  Spain,  to  interpose  its  good  offices  to  secure  an  honorable  peace. 

The  congress  of  Panama  was  planned  by  Bolivar  to  secure  the  nnion 
of  Spanish  America  against  Spain.  It  had  originally  military  as  well 
as  political  purposes.  In  the  military  objects  the  United  States  could 
take  no  part ;  and  indeed  the  necessity  for  such  objects  ceased  when  the 
full  effects  of  Mr.  Monroe's  declarations  were  felt.  But  the  pacific  ob- 
jects of  the  Congress,  the  establishment  of  close  and  cordial  relations 
of  amity,  the  creation  of  commercial  intercourse,  of  interchange  of  po- 
litical thought,  and  of  habits  of  good  understanding  between  the  new 
republics  and  the  United  States  and  their  respective  citizens,  might  per- 
haps have  been  attained,  had  the  administration  of  that  day  received 
the  united  support  of  the  country.  Unhappily  they  were  lost ;  the 
new  states  were  removed  from  the  sympathetic  and  protecting  influence 
of  our  example,  and  their  commerce,  which  we  might  thenhaA^e  secured, 
passed  into  other  hands,  unfriendly  to  the  United  States. 

In  looking  back  upon  the  Panama  congress  from  this  length  of  time, 
it  is  easy  to  understand  why  the  earnest  and  patriotic  men  who  endea- 
vored to  crystallize  an  American  system  for  this  continent  failed. 
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Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Adams  were  far-sighted  statesmen,  but  unfortu- 
nately they  struck   against  the  rock  of  African  slaA^ery.    One  of  the 
questions  proposed  for  discussion  in  the  conference  was  "  The  consider- 
ation of  the  means  to  be  adopted  for  the  entire  abolition  of  the  JV.fiicaii 
slave  trade,"  to  which  proposition  the  committee  of  the  United   States 
Senate  of  that  day  replied,  "  The  United  States  have  not  certainly  the 
right,  and  ought  never  to  feel  the  inclination,  to  dictate  to  others  who 
may  differ  with  them  upon  this  subject,  nor  do  the  committee  see  the- 
expediency  of  insulting  other  states  with  whom  we  are  maintaining  re- 
lations of  perfect  amity,  by  ascending  the  moral  chair,  andproelaiming 
from  thence  mere  abstract  principles,  of  the  rectitude  of  i^-hicU  each 
nation  enjoys  the  perfect  right  of  deciding  for  itself."    The  same   com- 
mittee also  alluded  to  the  possibility  that  the  condition  of  the  islands  of 
Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  still  the  possessions  of  Spain,  and  still  slavehold- 
ing,  might  be  made  the  subject  of  discussion  and  of  contemplated  ac- 
tion by  the  Panama  congress.    "  If  ever  the  United  States  [they  »aidj 
permit  themselves  to  be  associated  with  these  nations  in  any  general 
congress  assembled  for  the  discussion  of  common  plans  in  any  way  af- 
fecting European  interests,  they  will,  by  such  act,  not  only  deprive 
themselves  of  the  ability  they  now  possess  of  rendering  useful  assist- 
ance to  the  other  American  states,  bnt  also  produce  other  effects  i)re- 
Judicial  to  their  own  interests." 

Thus  the  necessity  at  that  day  of  preserving  the  gi'eat  interest  of  the 
southern  States  in  African  slavery^,  and  of  preventing  a  change  in  the 
character  of  labor  i!i  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  llico,  lost  to  the 
United  States  the  opportunity  of  giving  a  permanent  direction  to  the 
l>olitical  and  commercial  connections  ofthe  newly  enfi-anchised  Spanish- 
American  states,  and  their  trade  passed  into  hands  unfriendly  to  the 
United  States,  and  has  remained  there  ever  since. 

Events,  subsequent  to  that  date,  have  tended  to  place  us  in  a  iK>sitiou 
to  retrieve  our  mistakes ;  among  which  events  may  be  particularly 
uamed  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  the  manifestation  of  our  nude- 
A^eloped  and  unexpected  military  power,  the  retirement  of  the  French 
from  Mexico,  and  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States. 

There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  latter  fact  has  had  an  im^iort- 
ant  influence  in  our  faA'or  in  Spanish  America.  It  has  caused  us  to  be 
regarded  there  with  more  sympathetic  as  well  as  more  respectful  consid- 
eration. It  has  relieved  those  republics  from  the  tear  of  fllUbusterism 
which  had  been  formerly  incited  against  Central  America  and  Mexico 
in  the  interest  of  slave  extension ;  and  it  has  produced  an  impression  of 
the  stability  of  our  institutions  and  of  our  public  strength  sufficient  to 
dissipate  the  fears  of  our  friends  or  the  hopes  of  those  who  wish  us  ill. 

Thus  there  exists  in  the  Spanish-American  republics  confidence 
toward  the  United  States.  On  our  side  they  find  a  feeling  of  cordial 
amity  and  friendship,  and  a  desire  to  cultivate  and  develop  our  common 
interests  on  this  continent.    With  some  of  these  states  our  relations  are 
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more  iutimate  than  with  others^  either  by  reason  of  closer  similarity  of 
constitutional  forms,  of  greater  commercial  intercourse,  of  proximity  in 
fact,  or  of  the  constniction  or  contemplated  construction  of  lines  of 
transit  for  our  trade  and  commerce  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific 
With  several  of  them  we  have  peculiar  treaty  relations.  The  treaty  of 
1846  between  the  United  States  and  New  Grenada  contains  stipulations 
of  guaranty  for  the  neutrality  of  that  part  of  the  Isthmus  within  the 
l)resent  territory  of  Colombia,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of 
sovereignty  and  property  therein  belonging  to  Colombia.  Similar  stip- 
ulations appear  in  the  treaty  of  1867  with  Nicaragua,  and  of  July,  1864, 
with  Honduras.  Those  treaties  (like  the  treaty  of  alliance  made  with 
France  in  1778  by  Dr.  Franklin,  Silas  Deane,  and  Arthur  Lee)  consti- 
tute pro  tanto  a  true  protective  alliance  between  the  United  States  and 
each  of  those  republics.  Pro\isions  of  like  effect  api>ear  in  the  treaty 
of  April  19, 1850,  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

Brazil,  with  her  imperial  semblance  and  constitutional  reality,  has 
always  held  relations  of  amity  with  us,  which  have  been  fortified  by  the 
ox)ening  of  her  great  rivers  to  commerce.  It  needs  only  that,  in  emula- 
tion of  Eussia  and  the  United  States,  she  should  emancipate  her  slaves, 
to  place  her  in  more  complete  sympathy  with  the  rest  of  America. 

It  will  not  be  presumptuous  after  the  foregoing  sketch  to  say,  with 
entire  consideration  for  the  sovereignty  and  national  pride  of  the  Span- 
ish American  republics,  that  the  United  States,  by  the  priority  of  their 
independence,  by  the  stability  of  their  institutions,  by  the  regard  of 
their  people  for  the  forms  of  law,  by  their  resources  as  a  government, 
]>y  their  naval  power,  by  their  commercial  enterprise,  by  the  attractions 
which  they  offer  to  European  immigration,  by  the  prodigious  internal 
development  of  their  resources  and  wealth,  and  by  the  intellectual  life  of 
their  population,  occupy  of  necessity  a  prominent  x)Osition  on  this  con- 
tinent which  they  neither  can  nor  should  abdicate,  which  entitles  them 
to  a  leading  A^oice,  and  which  imposes  upon  them  duties  of  right  and  of 
honor  regarding  American  questions,  whether  those  questions  affect 
emancipated  colonies,  or  colonies  still  subject  to  European  dominion. 

The  public  questions  which  existed  as  to  all  European  colonies,  prior 
to  and  during  the  revolutions  in  the  continental  colonies  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  still  exist  with  reference  to  the  European  colonies  which  re- 
main ;  and  they  now  return  upon  us  in  full  force,  as  we  watch  CAcnts in 
Cuba  and  Porto  Rico. 

Whatever  maybe  the  result  of  the  pending  contest  in  Cuba,  it  appears 
to  be  the  belief  of  some  of  the  leading  statesmen  of  Spain,  that  the 
relations  which  now  exist  between  the  island  and  the  mother  country 
cannot  be  long  continued.  It  is  understood  that  the  resources  for  carry- 
ing on  the  struggle  have  been  supplied  mainly  from  Cuba,  by  the  aid 
of  that  portion  of  the  population  which  does  not  desire  to  see  its  polit- 
ical destinies  intrusted  to  the  persons  who  direct  the  movements  of  the 
insurgents ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  its  political  isolations  with  Spain 
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are  to  remaiu  tiuclianged,  or  that  even  the  party  which*  is  now  dominant 
in  the  island  will  wish  to  forever  continue  colonists. 

These  fact^  give  reason  to  think  that,  when  the  contest  shall  close. 
Cuba,  with  her  i-esources  strained,  but  unexhausted,  (whatever  may 
be  her  political  relations,)  will  resume  and  continue  her  old  commercial 
relations  with  the  United  States ;  and  it  is  not  imi)ossible  that  at  some 
day  not  for  distant,  when  measured  by  the  course  of  histoiy,  she  will  }it 
called  upon  to  elect  her  position  in  the  family  of  nations. 

Although  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  does  not  in  terms  apply  to  thr 
Islands  of  the  Antilles,  it  is  impossible  to  answer  it  without  speakin^i 
of  them.  They  outlie  the  southern  coast  of  the  tJnited  States  and  gnanl 
the  approaches  to  the  ports  of  Mexico,  Venezuela,  and  the  Isthmus,  by 
which  we  reach  from  the  east  the  western  coasts  of  Mexico  and  of  tht 
Spanish  states.  The  people  of  the  Spanish  islands  si)eak  the  language 
and  share  the  traditions,  customs,  ideas,  and  religion  of  the  Si^anish 
American  states  of  the  continent,  and  will  probably,  like  them,  become, 
at  some  time,  independent  of  the  mother  country.  It  would,  therefore. 
l>e  unwise,  while  shaping  a  commercial  policy  for  the  continent,  to  dis- 
regard the  islands  which  lie  so  much  nearer  to  our  seaport^s. 

With  the  Spanish  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Kico  we  maintain,  in 
spite  of  their  adverse  legislation,  a  large  commerce  by  reason  of  our 
necessities  and  of  their  proximity.  In  the  year  ending  June  30, 1S69, 
we  imported  from  them  merchandise  valued  at  $65,609,274.  During  the 
same  time  we  sent  them  goods  to  the  value  only  of  $15,313,919. 

The  prohibitory  duties  forced  upon  them  by  the  policy  of  Spain  shut  out 
much  that  we  might  supply.  Their  tropical  productions,  for  instance,  an* 
too  valuable  to  allow  their  lands  to  be  given  up  to  the  growth  of  breatl- 
stuffs;  yet,  instead  of  taking  these  articles  from  the  superabundant 
fields  of  their  nearest  neighbors,  they  are  forced  to  go  to  the  distant 
plains  of  Spain.  It  will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  shape 
its  general  policy  so  that  this  relation  of  imports  and  exports  shall  U^ 
altered  in  Cuba  when  peace  is  restored  and  its  jwlitical  condition  ii? 
satisfactorily  established. 

With  none  of  the  other  Spanish  American  states  in  North  and  South 
America  are  our  commercial  relations  what  they  should  be.  Our  total 
imports  in  the  year  ending  June  30, 1869,  from  these  countries  were  less? 
than  $25,000,000,  (or  not  one-half  the  amount  from  Cuba  alone,)  and  onr 
exports  for  the  same  time  to  them  were  only  $17,850,313;  and  yet  these 
countries  have  an  aggregate  population  nearly  or  quite  as  great  as  that 
of  the  United  States;  they  have  republican  forms  of  government,  and 
they  profess  to  be,  and  probably  really  are,  in  political  sympathy  with  uji. 

This  department  is  not  able  to  give  with  entire  accuracy  the  imports 
and  exports  of  Great  Britain  with  the  same  countries  during  the  cor- 
responding period.  It  is  believed,  however,  the  following  figures  will 
be  found  to  be  not  far  from  correct: 

Imports  to  Great  Britain,  $42,820,942;  Exports  from  Great  Britaiu, 
$40,682,102. 
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It  tliiiH  api>ears  that  notwithstanding  the  greater  distance  which 
the  commerce  has  to  travel  in  coming  to  and  from  Great  Britain, 
notwithstanding  the  jKilitical  sympathy-  which  ought  naturally  to 
exist  between  republics,  notwithstanding  the  American  idea  which 
has  bet^n  so  prominently  and  so  constantly  put  forward  by  the  gor- 
emment  of  the  United  States,  notwithstanding  the  acknowledged  skill 
of  American  manufactures,  notwithstanding  the  ready  markets  which  the 
great  citiesof  the  United  States  afford  for  the  consumption  of  tropical  pro- 
ductions, the  inhabitants  of  the  Spanish- American  continent  consume  of 
the  products  of  Crreat  Britain  more  than  twice  the  quantity  they  take  of 
the  products  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  sell  to  us  only  three-fifths 
of  the  amount  they  sell  to  Great  Britain. 

The  Secretary  of  State  api)ends  to  this  report  the  tables  on  which 
these  statements  are  founded.  That  their  commerce  Avith  the  United 
States  is  not  large,  may  be  partially  explained  by  the  fact  that  these 
states  have  been  subject  to  many  successive  revolutions  since  the  fail- 
ure of  the  congress  of  Panama.  These  revolutions  not  only  exhaust 
their  i-esources  and  burden  them  with  debt,  but  they  check  emigra- 
tion, prevent  the  flow  of  foreign  capital  into  the  countrs',  and  stop  the 
enterprise  Avhich  needs  a  stable  goA'crnment  for  its  development. 

These  suggestions  are,  however,  applicable  to  the  British  commerce 
as  well  as  to  our  own,  and  they  do  not  explain  why  we,  with  the  natu- 
ral advantages  in  our  favoi',  fall  so  far  behind.  The  Isthmus  of  Panama 
is  the  common  point  where  the  commerce  of  the  western  coasts  of  Mexico 
and  South  America  meets.  When  it  am¥^  there,  why  should  it  seek 
Liverpool  and  Loiulon  rather  than  New  York  f 

The  political  causes  which  have  operated  to  divert  this  commerce 
from  us  the  Secretary-  of  State  has  endeavored  to  explain.  A  favorable 
time  has  now  come  for  removing  them — for  laying  the  foundation  of  an 
American  policy  which  shall  bind  in  closer  union  the  American  repub- 
lics. Let  them  understand  that  th(»  United  States  do  not  covet  their 
territories ;  that  our  only  desire  is  to  see  them  peaceful,  with  free  and 
stable  governments,  increasing  in  wealth  and  population,  and  dcA^elop- 
ing  in  the  lines  in  which  their  own  traditions,  customs,  habits,  laws, 
and  modes  of  thought  will  naturally  take  them.  Let  them  feel  that,  as 
in  182G,  so  now,  this  government  is  ready  to  aid  them  to  the  full  extent 
of  its  constitutional  power  in  any  steps  which  they  may  take  for  their 
better  protection  against  anarchy.  Let  them  be  convinced  that  the 
United  States  is  prepared,  in  good  faith  and  without  ulterior  purposes, 
to  join  them  in  the  development  of  a  |)eaceful  American  commercial  pol- 
icy, that  may  in  time  include  this  continent  and  the  West  Indian 
Islands.  Let  this  be  comprehended,  and  there  will  be  no  political  reason 
why  we  may  not  '^  secure  to  the  United  States  that  proportionate  share 
of  the  trade  of  this  continent  to  which  their  close  relations  of  geo- 
graphical contiguity  and  political  friendship  with  all  the  States  of  Amer- 
ica justly  entitle  them.*^ 

It  may  not  be  enough  to  remove  the  political  obst-acles  only.   The  finan-^ 
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cial  policy  which  the  war  made  necessary  may  have  oiterated  injuri- 
ously upon  our  commerce  with  these  states.  The  resolution  of  the 
Senate  calls,  on  these  points,  for  detailed  information  which  is  not 
within  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  for  recommendations 
for  the  future  which  he  is  not  prepared  to  give  without  that  informa- 
tion. To  fully  answer  the  Senate's  call,  it  would  probably  be  necessan 
to  employ  some  competent  agent,  familiar  with  the  Spanish  American 
states,  to  collate  and  arrange  the  information  asked  for ;  for  this  there 
is  no  appropriation  by  Congress. 
Ileapectfully  submitted. 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


t'ommerce  of  ihe  United  States  with  the  countries  on  thin  eontinent  and  adjacent  r«/<i»/r/*  for 

th^  year  ended  June  30,  1869. 

[Coinpileil  froui  the  Aiinnal  R«>port  on  Commerce  and  Navigation.] 


(.'oiintrie*. 


IniportK. 


Kxports.       ]te-exiM>rt8. 


Dominion  of  Canada I  $30, 353, 010 

All  other  British  pottseHHioiiA   in 

Xorth  America 1.  737, 304 

British  West  Tndief* I  fi.  683. 391 


$18,188,613  I  19,858,782 


2,  703, 173 
9. 142, 344 


446,664 
101,  760 


Total 38,772,705         30,034,130,    3,407,906 


Cuba 

PoTto  Rico  . 


.>.  201,374 
7,  107, 900 


Total 65,«09,274 


12, 643, 955       7, 064,  787 
9,669,964  114,037 


15,313,919       7,178,894 


Fi-ench  poiMessiouN  in  America 

Dauiish  Weat  ludiea 

Dutch  Went  Indies  and  Gniana  — 

Hayti  and  San  Domingo 

Sandwich  Islands 

Total 1 


696, 952  I  1, 174, 056 

liiS,  550  I  1,  500, 000  , 

9941,099  '  996,051  I 

729,639.-  1,340,438  1 


1.998,065 


4. 362, 318 


Mexico 

Outral  American  States . 

Colombia 

Peru 

Chili 

Argentine  Kepnblic 

l^'nigaay 

Brazil 

Venezuela 


7.232,006 

733,996 

5, 991. 706 


700,969 


45,514 
39,121 
29,595 
199,469 
86,665 


5, 650, 507 


330  357 


3.836.699  '     1,047.406 
1,384,336  58,146 


4,900,075 


,  386. 310  I        1, 556, 434 
,186,982  1        1,969,580 


5,169,966 

1,472,608 

24, 919, 450 

•  2,  431,  760 


Total. 


49,810,084 


2.935,089 
835,119 
.1,910,565 
1, 191, 888  , 


180,967 
116,911 
115,905 
979,495 

58,270 
158. 514 

29,176 


93,760,878  I    2,031,099 


I 


<irandtotal ^    158,554,381  |      74,750,434  |  12,947,409 

Total  commerce  of  United  St-atos. 


437,314,255 


413,954,615  ;  25,173.414 


Total  Total 

«'xport8.         coinmerri'. 

#91. 047. 395     451.  W.  4a> 


:i,  149,  KIT 
9, 944, 104 


iid»^4a-. 


33.441,336  j     72.21i(Ml 


19. 708, 742       77. 910.  IHJ 
2,784,001  i     10.191.9i>l 


32.499,743  I  ?<^.10iOn 

1,919,570  1.916,3« 

1,539,121  '  2,177.671 

955.646  1.954. 74  J 

1.478,900  •  2,20>>,5£ 

787.697  2,083.7K 


5, 980.  Hf>4  10. 343.  Iri 

4,884,107  U  116, 113 

1,376,489-  2.1«,T;- 

5,080,342  10, 379, 04'* 

1,673,445  '  3,090,75J 

2.085.485  3,979.467 

2.507,514.  7,670,4>* 

894,389,  2,366,990 

6,069.079  I  30,981..'H9 

1,221,064  3.630.824 


25,791,900  t    75.e01,ftM 


87,706,843  i  246,261.224 


439,188,099 


87a442.«r4 
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/ittportf  and  exportn  of  Great  Britain  with  Spanish  Amerifa  and  some  of  the  West  India 
Islands  for  parts  of  the  years  1868  and  1869. 


I  Year,    i    Ituports. 


i'uba  ana  Pm-to  Rico 1869    L£3,228,292 

French  possessions  iii  America 1868 

Danish  ^Ve8t  iDdics 1868 

Dutch  We»t  Indie^fe  (Jniana ,  1868 

Hayti  and  San  D<|A^' 1868 

Sandwich  IslandsS.  .;.* 1868 

Mexico %,^' '. .  ^ 1868 

i  'entxul  Araeriran  Htatt>s.  p'f: 1868 

(.'(iloiabia . ,  1869 

IVni 18fi9 

Chili I  1869 

Argentine  Republic I  1869 

rruguay I  1869 

I^rasil j  1869 

Vcnpzne.la 1868    1  69,997 


4, 

295. 
148, 

33, 

:uo, 

939, 

971, 

2,734, 

3.  ail, 

1,034, 

535, 

7,754, 


KxiKirtM 


£l,374,a4-:» 

3,0(hj 

9, 21 1 

4.444 

6, 043 

917 

92, 077 

173, 61 1 

2. 500, 03!» 

1, 180,  an 

1,596,905 
1,841,95:1 
1, 009, 425 
5,  477,  43;» 
10,  45  J 
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4:1st  Congbess,  \  SENATE.  i  Ex.  Doc. 

2d  Session.       )  )  No.  113. 


MESSAGE 

OF  THE 

PEESIDENT  OF  THE  OTITED  STATES 

COMMrNICATIXG, 

In  eofupUaiwe  xcith  the  resolution  of  ths  Senate  of  tike  Sth  instant,  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  tJie  emancipation  of  slaves  in  Cuba. 


Ji'LY  14,  1H70. — Kead,  onlered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  ininteil. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resohition  of  the  8th 
instant,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  which 
accompanied  it. 

IL  S.  GRANT. 

Washington,  July  13, 1870. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  13,  1870. 
The  Secretary-  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resohition  of  ^he 
Senate  of  the  8th  iustiint,  requesting  the  President,  if  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest,  to  communicate  to  that  body  any  information 
in  his  possession  relating  to  the  emancipation  of  slaves  in  Cuba,  has  the 
honor  to  lay  before  the  President  the  papers  mentioned  in  the  annexed 
list,  which  contain  the  information  called  for  by  the  said  resohition. 
Respectfully  submitte<l. 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
The  President. 


List  of  accompanying  papers, 

I.— DIPLOMATIC  PAPERS. 

No.  1.  Mr.  Eish  to  (Jeneral  Sickles,  June  29,  1860,  No.  2,  (ICxtract.) 
No.  2.  General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish,  August  12,  18(>0,  No.  5,  (Extract.) 
No.  3.  General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish,  August  20,  1809,  (Telegram.) 
No.  4.  General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish,  August  21, 1809,  No.  10,  (Extract.) 
No.  5.  General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish,  September  10,  1869,  (Telegram. 
Extract.) 

No.  6.  General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish,  Sept<»mber  25,  1869,  No.  22,  (Ex- 
tract.) 
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No.  7.  General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fisb,  November  3, 1869,  No.  31,  (Kx 
traet.)     ^ 

No.  Sj^Pneral  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish,  November  17, 1869,  No.  34,  (Ex 
tract.)  ffjjK 

No.  9j1|S|Reral  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fisb,  November  28, 1869,  (Telegram.) 

No.  10.  Geueral  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fisb,  December  29, 1869,  No.  46,  (Ex 
tract.) 

No.  11.  Mr.  Fisb  to  General  Sickles,  January  26,  1870,  No.  26,  (Ex 
tract.) 

No.  12.  General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fisb,  May  24,  1870,  with  an  accompa- 
niment. 

No.  13.  General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fisb,  May  30,  1870,  with  accompani 
ments  1  and  2. 

No.  14.  Mr.  Fisb  to  General  Sickles,  June  20,1870,  No.  65,  (Extract.) 

No.  15.  General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fisb,  June  26,  1870,  No.  121,  with 
accompaniments  1,  2  and  3. 

II.— C^ONSULAR  AND  OTHER  PAPERS. 

No.  16.  Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Seward,  November  18, 1868,  No.  82,  (Extract.) 
No.  17.  Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Wasbburn,  Marcb  11,  1869,  No.  4,  (Extract) 

witb  an  accompaniment. 
No.  18.  Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Fisb,  September  16, 1869,  (Extract,)  with  an 

accompaniment. 
No.  19.  Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Plumb,  September  28, 1869,  No.  46,  (Extract.) 
No.  20.  Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Davis,  October  21, 1869,  No.  193,  (Extract.) 
No.  21.  Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Davis,  May  20, 1870,  No.  122,  with  accom- 

X^animents  1  and  2. 
No.  22.  Extract  from  a  letter  to  Mr.  Davis,  May  14,  1870. 


I.— DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE. 

No.  1. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Oeneral  Swkles. 

[Extract.] 

No.  2.]  June  29, 1869. 

The  President  therefore  directs  you  to  otter  to  the  cabinet  at  Madrid 
the  good  ofti<;es  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  a 
close  the  civil  war  now  ravaging  the  Island  of  Cuba,  on  the  following 
basis : 

1.  The  independence  of  Cuba  to  be  acknowledged  by  Spain. 

2.  Cuba  to  pay  to  Spain  a  sura,  within  a  time  and  in  a  manner  to  be 
agreed  ui>on  by  them,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  entire  and  definite  relin 
quisbment  by  Spain  of  all  her  rights  in  that  island,  including  the  public 
property  of  every  description.  If  Cuba  should  not  be  able  to  pay  the 
whole  sum  at  once  in  cash,  the  future  payments,  by  installments,  are  to 
be  adequately  secured  by  a  ]>ledge  of  the  export  and  import  customs 
duties  under  an  aiTangement  to  be  agreed  upon  for  their  collection,  in 
trust,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  both  the  principal  and  interest  of  tlios*' 
installments  until  their  final  discharge. 

3.  The  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

4.  An  armistice  pending  the  negotiations  for  the  settlement  above  rt- 
ferred  to. 
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No.  2. 

General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. — (Received  August  31.) 

[Extract.] 

No.  5.]  Madrid,  Angust  12, 1869. 

On  Sunday,  the  day  after  my  interview  with  the  minister  of  state,  I 
made  the  prescribed  visit  of  ceremony  to  the  president  of  the  council 
of  ministers,  Marshal  Prim,  at  his  quarters  in  the  war  department. 
After  the  customary  courtesies  had  been  observed,  and  with  the  marshal's 
consent,  which  was  frankly  given,  the  subject  of  Cuba  was  introduced. 
I  said  I  had  an  important  communication  from  my  government  looking 
to  a  solution  of  the  question,  that  I  was  anxious  to  present  as  soon  as 
possible.  He  asked  me  if  it  was  the  same  or  substantially  the  same  as 
the  one  Mr.  Forbes  had  foreshadowed,  to  which  I  replied  in  the  affirma- 
tive, when,  with  much  animation  and  even  warmth  of  manner,  he  pro- 
tested that  Spain  would  not  entertain  the  suggestion  of  an  armistice 
with  the  insurgents,  nor  consider  the  question  of  the  independence  of 
Cuba,  while  the  insurgents  were  in  arms  against  the  government;  that 
Spain  would  grant  a  full  and  complete  amnesty  as  soon  as  the  insurgents 
laid  down  their  arms ;  and  that  being  done,  the  whole  subject  woidd  be 
open  for  consideration ;  that  he  was  disposed  to  meet  the  question 
frankly  and  practically ;  that  perhaps  he  was  somewhat  in  advance  of 
the  views  of  his  colleagues,  but  he  had  no  doubt  they  were  unanimous 
in  the  hope  that  the  intiuence  of  the  United  States  might  be  successfully 
exerted  to  relieve  the  question  from  the  embarrassment  which  now 
surrounded  it.  Ue  added  that,  in  regard  to  emancipation,  Spain  would 
prefer  to  leave  that  matter  to  the  Cubans  themselves,  saying,  "  That  is 
your  glory  in  America,  the  reward  of  your  philanthropy,  and  we  do 
not  wish  to  deprive  you  of  it." 

I  then  Bounded  the  marshal  upon  the  proposal  for  a  conference  in 
Washington,  in  which  Spain,  the  United  States,  and  Cuba  should  be 
represented ;  but  to  this  he  at  once  demurred,  saying  Cuba  could  only 
be  heard  here  through  her  deputies  elected  to  the  Cortes ;  that  Spain 
might  treat  with  the  United  States,  not  with  Cuba. 


No.  3. 

Oeneral  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. — (Received  August  20.) 

[Telegram.] 

August  20, 1869. 
Long  interview  with  president  of  council  to-day.  He  said  the  first 
proposition  of  Spain  was  not  a  preliminary  to  an  agreement  with 
United  States,  but  was  a  condition  of  concessions  to  the  insurgents ; 
and  that  the  third  proposition  was  a  condition  of  the  independence  of 
Cuba.  I  again  urged  acceptance  on  the  basis  proposed  by  the  United 
States.  He  said  that  Spain  desired  the  good  offices  of  the  United 
States,  and  was  prepared  to  see  Cuba  free,  but  that  the  consent  of  Spain 
must  be  given  in  a  manner  consistent  with  her  self-respect.  He  re- 
peated that  an  armistice  with  the  insurgents  was  impossible;  that  eman- 
cipation of  the  slaves  could  not  be  separated  from  other  questions  now 
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paramount;  and  that  communication  with  the  insurgents  would  \k 
permitted  after  agreement  with  the  United  States.  Shall  report  tbi< 
conversation  fully  by  mail  to-day  and  Sunday.  I  regard  it  as  essential 
to  a  correct  appreciation  of  the  views  of  Spain. 


No.  4. 

Oeneral  Sickles  to  Mr.  Pish, — (Received  September  7.) 

[Extract.] 

No.  10.]  Madrid,  Augmt  21,  ISIKK 

In  regard  to  the  emancipation  of  slaves  in  Cuba  it  is  quite  probablt^ 
that  the  disinclination  of  the  Spanish  cabinet  to  enter  into  engagements 
on  the  subject  at  present  is  attributable  in  part  to  the  embarrassment 
such  action  would  cause  in  Porto  Rico,  as  well  as  in  Cuba,  where  the 
slaveholders  are  generally  the  most  influential  partisans  of  the  home 
government. 


No.  5. 
Oeneral  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. — (Received  September  IG.) 

[Telej^raiu.] 

September  10, 18(j9. 

Long  interview  Tuesday  with  foreign  secretary  ad  interim.  Notes  oi 
conversation  subsequently  exchanged.    Am  now  able  to  send  resume. 

Spain  is  ready  at  once  to  give  Cuba  ample  reforms  and  widest  liberties 
enjoyed  in  peninsula,  also  general  amnesty  and  gradual  emancipation 
of  slaves. 


No.  Vk 
General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. — (Received  October  12.) 
No.  22.]  Madeid,  September  25,  ISm. 

(General  Prim  said  that  it  w\i8  necessary  to  proceed  gradually  aud 
surely.  The  government  was  now  occupied  with  various  decrees,  car- 
rying its  liberal  policy  into  effect  in  Cuba.  A  decree  would  soon  he 
issued  initiating  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery,  by  giving  freedom  to 
all  negroes  born  after  date.  The  government  would  also  soon  anDonnct 
a  plan  of  administrative  and  municipal  reform  for  Cuba.  All  this  wilb 
out  waiting  for  the  termination  of  the  war. 
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No.  7. 
General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fi^th, — (Received  November  17.) 
:No.  31.]  Madrid,  November  3,  1859. 

The  commission  organized  to  pi^pare  and  reiK)rt  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Cortes  a  plan  of  administrative  reform  for  the  island  of  Porto  Rico, 
of  which  I  advised  you  in  my  dispatch  No.  19,  has  been  dissolved.  The 
Marqnis  de  la  Esperanza,  one  of  the  deputies  of  Porto  Rico,  and  a  mem- 
l>er  of  the  board,  informed  the  secretary  of  this  legation.  Colonel  Hay, 
that  the  commission  was  unable  to  agree  upon  any  plan.  The  disagree- 
ment between  the  government  and  the  pro\incial  members  included, 
among  others,  the  questions  of  slavery,  tariff*,  and  taxation.  The  decree 
dissolving  the  commission,  which  appeared  recently  in  the  Gazette,  as- 
signs as  the  reason  for  the  measure,  that  the  time  limited  for  the  sit- 
tings of  the  board  has  expired.  I  shall  inform  you  of  whatever  else  may 
transpire  on  this  subject.  It  is  probable  the  matter  will  soon  be  brought 
up  in  the  Cortes  by  the  deputies  from  Porto  Rico. 


No.  8. 

General  Siekles  to  Mr.  Fish. — (Received  December  2.) 

No.  34.J  Madrid,  November  17, 1869. 

Mr.  Becerra  replied  that  already  the  government  had  given  pledges 
of  its  sincerity,  in  the  decree  establishing  freedom  of  worship  j  that  he 
and  his  c<^leagues  had  publicly  declared  they  would  proceed  with  the 
gradual  abolition  of  slavery,  and  that  reserving  for  the  home  govern- 
ment the  regulation  of  purely  national  concerns,  the  Cubans*  should  have 
as  much  control  over  their  local  aftairs  as  is  enjoyed  by  any  Spanish 
l)rovince  under  the  constitution. 


No.  9. 

General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. — (Received  November  28.) 

[Telejfram.] 

Madrid,  November  28, 1869. 

Dispatch  mentioned  in  private  letter  not  received.  Nothing  new 
about  that  matter. 

Am  authorized  by  minister  of  colonies  to  inform  you  that  government 
measures  for  Porto  Rico  will  include  local  self  government,  firee  press, 
public  schools,  impartial  suffrage,  gradual  but  s])eedy  abolition  of 
slavery,  civil  and  political  rights,  without  distinction  of  color,  domiciled 
foreigners  to  vote  for  town  officers  after  six  months'  residence,  and  for 
members  of  provincial  council  after  one  year.  And  that  these  reforms 
will  in  good  faith  be  extended  to  Cuba,  when  hostilities  cea«e  and  depu- 
ties are  chosen  in  compliance  with  article  one  hundred  and  eight  of 
Spanish  constitution. 
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No.  10. 
General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish — (Received  January  22.) 

No.  46.J  Madbid,  December  29,  1869. 

•  *•••••#•« 

The  British  minister,  Mr.  Layard,  informed  me  night  before  last  that 
he  had  been  instructed  by  Lord  Clarendon  to  second  my  suggestions  to 
this  government  in  relation  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  Cuba  and  Porto 
Eico.  I  replied  that  all  I  had  said  on  the  subjeet  was  unofQcLsd,  and  so 
understood  by  the  cabinet;  that  I  had  furnished  the  colonial  secretary 
with  a  memorandum  of  the  history  and  results  of  emancipation  in  the 
United  States,  and  had  otherwise  endeavored  to  fortify  his  apparent 
disposition  to  deal  with  the  question  of  colonial  reform  in  a  large  and 
liberal  sense :  that  I  was,  however,  rather  discouraged  by  the  procras- 
tination of  tne  committee  of  the  Cortes,  and  of  the  secretary  himself, 
who  seemed,  after  all,  inclined  to  yield  to  the  representations  of  the  re- 
actionists. Mr.  Layard  said  he  had  spoken  to  Mr.  Martos  on  the  subject^ 
who  had/'emarked  that  the  government  could  do  nothing  in  the  way  of 
reform  or  enfranchisement  for  Cuba  while  the  rebellion  was  flagrant, 
witliout  alienating  the  Spanish  party  in  the  island;  but  that  changes  of 
administration  in  Porto  Rico  would  be  radical,  and  would  probably  in- 
clude a  measure  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery. 

If  this  be  done,  the  peninsular  party  in  Cuba  will  have  fewer  motives 
to  resist  the  independence  of  the  island;  for  with  slavery  abolished  in 
Porto  Rico,  there  would  remain  little  hope  of  perpetuating  it  in  Cuba. 
Administrative  and  social  reforms  once  established  in  the  Antilles,  the 
Spanish  element  in  the  islands — that  is  to  say,  a  portion  of  the  slave- 
holders and  the  persons  employed  in  the  colonial  administration — would 
have  neither  the  disposition  nor  the  means  to  resist  much  longer  the 
realization  of  the  wishes  of  a  great  majority  of  the  people  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico.  **##•#•• 


No.  11. 
Mr.  Fish  to  General  Sickles. 

No.  26.]  Washington,  January  26,  1870. 

•  *•#•*•••# 

In  your  interview  with  Mr.  Layard,  I  notice  that,  to  his  statement 
that  he  had  been  instructed  by  Lord  Clarendon  to  second  your  sugges- 
tion to  the  Spanish  government  in  relation  to  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
you  replied  that  all  you  have  said  upon  the  subject  had  been  unofficial. 
This  naturally  causes  some  snpprise  in  this  department,  where,  from  the 
commencement  and  through  all  the  stages  of  negotiations  and  corre- 
spondence, the  instructions  to  make  the  abolition  of  slavery  a  sine  qua 
non  have  been  given  in  the  most  positive  manner. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  your  remark  to  Mr.  Layard  was  intended 
in  the  broad  sense  in  which  it  may  be  interpreted,  as  implying  an  ab- 
sence of  instructions  from  the  department  on  this  important  subject. 
If,  when  the  offer  of  our  good  offices  was  withdrawn,  you  wei'e  not  in- 
structed to  continue  to  urge  the  question  of  abolition,  it  was  because 
your  dispatches  indicated  that  the  Spanish  cabinet  were  not  then  in  a 
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mood  to  listen  to  suggestions  from  Washington.  1  have  regarded  it. 
ixnd  still  regard  it,  as  your  duty  under  your  existing  instructions,  at  all 
times,  whenever  in  your  judgment  a  fitting  opportunity  offers,  to  do  all 
in  your  power  to  secure  complete  emancipation  not  only  in  Cuba  but 
Also  in  Porto  Eico. 

It  becomes  more  apparent  every  day  that  this  contest  cannot  termi- 
nate without  the  abolition  of  slavery.  This  government  regards  the 
government  at  Madrid  as  committed  to  that  result.  You  have  several 
times  received  positive  assurances  to  that  effect  from  more  than  one 
member  of  that  cabinet.  They  have  also  promised  large  and  liberal  re- 
forms in  the  Spanish  colonial  policy.  As  late  as  the  3d  of  December 
last,  the  foreign  minister  thought  these  promises  of  enough  importance 
to  make  them  the  subject  of  a  cable  telegram. 

You  will,  therefore,  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  insurrection  is  regarded 
as  suppressed,  frankly  state  that  this  government,  relying  upon  the  as- 
surances so  often  given,  will  expect  steps  to  be  taken  for  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  slaves  in  the  Spanish  colonies,  as  well  as  for  the  early  initia- 
tion of  the  promised  reforms,  and  you  will  then  communicate  to  Mr.. 
Layard  the  fact  that  you  have  done  so. 


No.  12. 
General  SieMes  to  Mr.  Fish. — (Received  June  10.) 

No.  114.]  Madrid,  May  24,  1870. 

I  inclose  the  text  of  the  proposed  constitution  for  Porto  Rico,  as  i>re- 
sented  by  the  committee  to  which  it  was  recommitted  on  the  retirement 
of  Mr.  Becerra,  amended  according  to  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Moret,  his 
successor  in  the  ministry  of  the  colonies.  It  is  placed  upon  the  order 
of  the  day,  but  it  is  impossible  to  say  when  it  will  be  reached.  I  send 
also  herewith  an  official  copy  of  the  constitution  of  Spain,  to  which 
several  references  are  made  in  the  plan  of  government  for  Porto  Rico. 

Mr.  Baldorioty  de  Castra,  the  newly  elected  liberal  member  for  Porto 
Rico,  yesterday  introduced  a  resolution  asking  that  this  bill  should  be 
called  up  for  immediate  discussion.  He  made  a  very  able  and  temperate 
argument  in  favor  of  his  proiK)sition,  setting  forth  the  absolute  necessity 
of  some  fixed  law  to  govern  the  island,  mentioning  several  incidents  of 
the  present  reign  of  arbitrary  caprice,  and  making  earnest  reference  to 
the  pressing  need  of  some  attention  to  the  question  of  slavery. 

The  minister  of  the  colonies  replied  evasively  that  the  insurrection  in 
Cuba  had  at  first  prevented  action  in  this  matter,  and  that  the  discussion 
of  the  organic  laws  for  the  peninsula  had  still  further  delayed  it;  that, 
while  the  government  did  not  intend  to  abandon  or  postpone  their  plan 
of  reform,  they  must  oppose  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Raldoriot}'  as  im- 
plying a  censure  upon  the  presidency  of  the  chamber. 

After  a  somewhat  violent  scene  between  Mr.  Figueras  (republican) 
and  Mr.  Romero  Robledo,  (Union  liberal,)  in  which  they  called  each 
other  respectively  "filibusters"  and  "Alfonsists,''  Mr.  Baldorioty  with- 
drew his  proposition,  satisfied  with  having  made  known  in  the  chamber 
the  voice  of  complaint  of  the  island. 

You  will  observe,  I  am  sure,  with  regret  that  the  proposed  constitution 
not  only  fails  to  make  any  provision  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  either 
by  the  local  or  general  government,  but  even  forbids  the  public  discnis- 
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sion  of  the  subject  in  the  island.  The  measure  betrays  distrust  of  the 
loyalty  of  the  population,  an  unwillingness  to  allow  the  inhabitants  any 
control  in  the  administration  of  the  island  or  in  the  development  of  its 
abundant  resources,  and  the  strange  tenacity  with  which  liberal  Spanish 
statesmen  cling  to  the  fatal  errors  of  colonial  policy  that  have  alienated, 
one  after  another,  so  many  of  their  Spanish-American  possessions  from 
the  mother  country. 

You  will  notice,  for  example,  that  a  very  large  measure  of  authority 
is  given  to  the  Captain  General,  appointed  by  the  Crown;  that  to  the 
Oortes  is  reserved  the  right  to  fix  the  sum  of  money  to  be  raised  an- 
nually in  the  island,  and  to  collect  and  appropriate  all  the  money  raised; 
that  an  act  of  sedition  authorizes  the  government  to  suspend  all  per- 
sonal rights  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  under  the  constitution,  and  to 
establish  military  authority  over  the  island ;  that  no  provincial  militia 
can  be  organized  without  the  i>ermission  of  the  home  government;  that 
in  certain  cases  the  acts  of  the  provincial  legislature  may  be  suspended 
by  the  royal  governor;  that  by  his  delegates  in  the  tow^ns  he  may  sus- 
pend the  ordinances  of  the  municipal  councils;  that  the  acts  of  the 
provincial  deputies,  concerning  so  much  of  the  government  of  the  island 
as  they  are  permitted  to  have  a  voice  in,  will  not  be  valid  without  the 
approval  of  the  Cortes,  but  may  go  into  operation  after  the  expiration 
of  a  year,  if  not  disaf)proved;  and  that  at  any  time  the  royal  governor 
may  send  away  to  Spain  all  persons  whose  presence  in  the  island  he 
may  consider  dangerous  to  public  order. 

It  seems,  therefore,  that  although  Porto  Rico  is  declared  to  be  a  prov- 
ince of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  entitled  to  representation  in  the  Cortes, 
it  is  proposed  to  continue  substantially  the  old  system  of  rule  over  the 
island,  altogether  exceptional  with  respect  to  theconstitution  of  Spain^ 
and  not  likely  to  satisfy  any  American  community.  It  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  even  this  meager  installment  of  all  that  this  cabinet  have 
professed  their  willingness  to  do  for  their  American  colonies  will  be 
made  good;  for,  however  earnest  may  be  the  wish  of  ministers  to  iiass 
the  measnre,  I  fear  the  present  session  of  the  Cortes  is  too  near  its  end 
to  afford  much  hope  of  action  on  colonial  matters.  I  shall  take  an  early 
opportunity  to  renew  my  representations  to  the  president  of  the  council 
on  the  subje<;t,  and  esi)ecially  with  reference  to  the  slavery  question, 
about  which  nothing  whatever  has  yet  been  done,  although  so  mach 
was  promised. 


[luclosure  in  No.  12.] 
Plan  of  a  law  for  a  consiitution  for  tlte  Island  of  Porto  liieo,  netvhf  drawn  up  by  the  CommWtr 

TITLE  I. 

Akticlk  1.  The  iHland  of  St.  John  of  Porto  Rico,  wliicli  foruiH  a  part  of  the  national, 
territory,  is  considered  as  »  jirovince  of  the  Spanish  monarchy. 

Art.  2.  Spaniards  residing  in  Porto  Rico  eigoy  the  same  rights  as  those  laid  down 
in  the  constitution  promulgated  by  the  Cortes  Constituvent-es,  June  1, 1869,  in  its  Title 
I,  without  any  limitations  save  those  provided  for  in  this  law. 

Art.  3.  The  other  provisions  contained  in  said  constitution,  and  relative  to  the  or- 
ganization of  powers,  are  applicable  in  the  same  manner  a«  those  laid  down  in  this 
law,  without  any  further  moKlifications  respecting  exercise  of  the  same. 

Art.  4.  The  government  of  the  island,  and  its  relations  with  the  metropolis,  shall  he 
organized  according  to  the  present  law,  and  to  those  which  may  hereafter  Ije  pasMd 
by  the  Cortes,  which  can,  in  no  case,  alter  the  'constitutional  articles,  save  in  acco«l- 
ance  with  article  110. 
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TITLE  II. 

Art.  5.  TI145  territory  of  the  island  aball  be  organized  into  aynntamieutos/  or  town 
govemtnenta,  \vliicli  shall  be  established  in  every  centre  of  population.  Their  powers 
shall  be  the  same  as  those  indicated  in  the  law  i)assed  by  the  Cortes,  and  shall  be  ad- 
justed on  the  bases  laid  down  in  Title  VIII  of  the  constitution. 

Art.  6.  There  shall  be  a  provincial  deputation  for  the  whole  island.  Its  powers, 
beside  those  laid  down  in  Title  VIII  of  the  constitution,  shall  be  amplified  by  the  law, 
on  the  following  basis : 

1.  Power  to  take  cognizance,  when  appeale«l  to,  of  such  municipal  decrees  as  may 
not  be,  in  themselves,  executive. 

2.  Cognizance  of  everything  relating  to  tlie  choice  and  suspension  of  the  ayuntami- 
entos. 

.3.  Power  to  discuss  and  propose  to  the  sujierior  local  authority,  and  thn)ugk  it  to 
the  central  government,  in  the  form  of  a  petition,  anything  which  they  may  deem  con- 
ducive to  the  interests  of  the  island,  and  which  may  not  be  specially  doiined  among 
their  powers.    This  right  shall  never  extend  to  political  questions. 

4.  To  propose  to  the  superior  local  authonty  the  individuals  who  an?  to  discliarge 
the  dnties  appertaining  to  the  cathedral  clergy  of  the  island. 

5.  The  right  to  be  consulted  for  the  laying  of  general  taxes,  for  the  modification  of 
those  existing,  and  for  any  other  measure  of  a  financial  character  which  the  superior 
antbority  may  see  fit  to  propose. 

6.  Power  to  propose  to  the  superior  local  authority  the  modification  of  any  tax. 

7.  Power  to  maae  general  regulations,  to  be  obligatory  throughout  the  island. 

These  measures  shall  not  be  valid  uutil  they  shall  have  been  approved  by  the  Cor- 
tes. If  one  year  elapse  without  their  having  been  approved  by  the  Cortes,  they  thereby 
become  valid. 

8.  All  other  powers  laid  down  in  the  provincial  organic  law  for  the  deputations  of 
the  Peninsnla. 

Art.  7.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  municipal  authorities  and  of  the  deputation  respectively 
to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Catholic  religion  and  of  its  ministers. 

TITLE  III. 

UKPUESKXTATION  OF  THE  CUUXTUY. 

Art.  r).  The  island  of  Porto  Rico  shall  send  deputies  to  the  Cortes,  chosen  in  the  pro- 
portion fixed  for  tlie  peninsula. 

Art.  9.  The  island  of  Porto  Rico  shall  send  to  the  Cortes  a  number  of  senators  equal 
to  that  which  each  province  has  a  right  to  send,  according  to  article  61  of  the  consti- 
tution. To  this  eftect,  the  electoral  body  of  each  municipal  district  shall  choose  a 
number  of  referees,  equal  to  one-sixth  of  the  members  who  are  to  compose  its  ayunta- 
miento. 

Art.  10.  The  ayuntamientos,  the  deputations,  the  deputies  to  the  Cortes,  and  the 
referees  for  the  appointment  of  senators,  shall  be  chosen  by  those  who  are  able  to  read 
and  write,  or  who  pay  $8  in  direct  taxes. 

Art.  11.  The  Cortes  shall  make  a  yearly  estimate  of  the  expense*  of  tlie  island  of 
Porto  Rico,  and  of  the  entire  sum  to  be  received  as  revenue.    These  estimates  shall  be 

1)resented  on  the  same  terms  and  drawn  up  in  the  same  manner  as  specified  in  Title 
X  of  the  constitution  ;  but  when  the  Cortes  meet  on  the  1st  of  February,  the  estimates 
miiat  he  presented  before  the  1st  of  April. 

TITLE  IV. 

GOVERNMENT  OF  THE   ISI^ND. 

Art.  12.  The  central  iM>wer  shall  be  exercised  through  the  medium  of  civil  authori- 
ties, which  may  send  their  delegates  to  any  point  in  the  territory  to  which  they  may 
see  fit. 

Art.  13.  In  cases  of  sedition  or  invasion  of  the  territory  the  civil  authority,  after 
having  convoked  the  Junta,  or  board,  of  authorities,  shall  resign  the  command  to  the 
military,  making  an  immediate  report  to  the  government.  In  this  case  all  guarantees 
provided  in  Title  I  of  the  constitution  shall  be  suspended. 

Art.  14.  The  military  authority  shall  not  prolong  its  authority  beyond  the  time 
necessary  to  re-establish  material  tranquility.  The  boanl  (junta)  of  authorities,  which 
shall  remain  in  session  in  the  case  referreil  to  by  the  foregoing  article,  may  demand 
the  re-establishment  of  the  civil  and  judicial  authority,  and  then  the  responsibility  of 
anything  that  may  happen  shall  rest  with  the  military'  authority. 

Art.  15.  In  all  other  cases  in  which  tranquility  may  be  disturbed,  the  civil  authority 
may  employ  force  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

'  The  ayantftniieTito  is  compoiied  of  a  oorre^dor,  or  alcalde,  and  repdores  -,  the  former  correspond 
injc  to  a  mayor,  and  the  latter  to  aldermen. 
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Art.  16.  Wlien  a  stAte  of  disturbance  is  to  be  feared  in  the  island,  the  authorities 
will  proceed  in  accordance  with  aiticle  31  of  the  constitution ;  but  the  civil  authority 
may,  on  its  own  responsibility,  Bend  to  the  Peninsula  such  persons  as  it  may  consider 
dangerous  to  public  order. 

Art.  17.  It  is  the  province  of  the  central  power,  throug^h  the  agency  of  its  delegates- 
First.  To  suspend  the  decrees  of  the  ayuntamientos  in  the  cases  provided  by  law, 
reporting  to  the  provincial  deputation.    In  cases  of  crime,  it  shall  immediately  submit 
them  to  the  tribunals. 

Second.  To  suspend  any  association  which  may  be  in  the  case  specified  in  paragraph 
3  of  article  19  of  the  constitution,  givios  a  hearing  to  the  jnnta  of  authorities,  and 
reporting  to  the  central  government,  to  the  end  that  the  provisions  of  said  articles  b« 
obeyed,  if  it  shall  so  see  ht. 

Third.  To  suspend  or  close  any  educational  establishment  which  may  be  in  the  catie 
indicated  in  paragraph  3  of  the  said  article  19.  In  this  case  it  shall  immediately  de- 
liver up  the  responsible  persons  to  the  courts. 

Fourth.  To  preside  without  a  vote,  save  in  the  case  of  a  tie,  over  the  provincial 
deputation. 

Fifth.  To  convoke  said  deputation  whenever  it  may  think  proper,  without  detri- 
ment to  the  powers  which  the  law  grants  to  said  deputation  to  assemble. 

Sixth.  To  appoint,  by  itself,  ayuntamientos,  either  in  whola  or  in  part,  and  in  like 
manner  the  deputation,  in  cases  when,  for  any  cause,  said  bodies  fail  to  assemble,  or 
do  not  assemble  in  sufficient  numbers  for  the  transaction  of  business.  In  these  cases 
members  or  provincial  deputies  only  may  be  appoiutsd,  having,  respectively,  the  char- 
acter of  electors. 

Seventh.  To  perform,  when  necessary,  nuiuieipal  duties,  discharging  tho  functions 
belonging  to  the  ayuntamientos,  in  case  of  a  refusal  to  do  so  on  the  part  of  the  latter. 
In  this  case  a  report  shall  always  be  made  to  the  deputation. 

Eighth.  To  collect,  always,  and  in  all  cases,  the  general  taxes  going  to  make  up  the 
estimated  revenue. 

Ninth.  To  have  control  of  the  public  force. 

Tenth.  No  local  force  shall  be  established,  except  by  consent  of  tho  central  power. 

Eleventh.  To  suspend  the  decrees  of  the  provincial  deputation  in  the  cases  provided 
for  by  the  law. 

Twelfth.  To  maintain  the  safety  and  integrity  of  tho  island,  taking  care  that  the 
laws  be  executed,  and  that  the  rights  of  the  jieople  be  respected. 

Thirteenth.  To  possess  all  other  powers  granted  by  the  constitution  to  the  execu- 
tive power. 

TITLE  V. 

l'i:OVISIONAL  ARRANGEMENTS. 

Art.  is.  The  government  shall  make  the  arrangements  necessary  to  place  the  con- 
stitution on  the  basis  laid  down  in  this  law.  These  arrangements,  of  which  a  report 
will  be  made  to  the  Cortes  on  their  first  meeting,  shall  be  considered  as  provisional 
until  the  vote  of  the  representatives  of  the  nation  shall  have  been  given  upou  them. 

Art.  19.  In  order  to  put  this  law  into  execution,  steps  shall  be  taken,  in  the  first 
place,  to  organize  the  ayuntamientos  and  the  provincial  deputation. 

Art.  20.  The  rights  guaranteed  by  the  present  constitution  shall  not  be  applicable 
to  individuals  who  are  in  a  state  of  servitude,  who  shall  not  be  permitted  to  exercise 
them  until  six  years  after  having  acquired  their  liberty  by  any  ot  the  means  provided 
by  law. 

Art.  21.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  to  engage  in  any  public  discussion  by  any  of  the 
means  mentioned  in  the  first  paragraph  of  ariiclo  17  of  the  constitution,  which  may 
relate  to  a  separation  of  the  island  of  Porto  Rico  from  the  mother  country,  or  to  the 
integrity  of  the  Spanish  territory.  Likewise,  so  long  as  the  state  of  slavery  shall  exist, 
all  public  discussion  relating  thereto  is  prohibited. 

ADDITIONAL  ARTICLES. 

Art.  22.  The  amounts  fixed  by  ariicle  8  of  the  constitution  as  indemnifications  shall 
be  understood  in  Porto  Rico  as  doubled. 

Art.  83.  The  powers  and  duties  specified  in  the  constitution  as  belonging  to  any  one 
of  the  ministers  shall  always  be  understood  as  belonging  to  the  minister  of  the  colo- 
nies in  Porto  Rican  affairs. 


Palace  of  the  Cortes,  May  5, 1870. 


The  Marquis  of  Sardoal,  Secretary. 


MANUEL  VALDES  LINARES, 

I*remHfwt. 
JUAN  A.  HERNANDEZ  ARBIZU. 
VICENTE  ROMERO  GIRON. 
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No.  13. 
General  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. — (Received  June  15.) 

No.  116.]  Madrid,  May  30, 1870. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  an  official  copy  of  the  bill  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  presented  to  the  Cortes  on  the  28th  instant  by  the  minis- 
ter of  the  colonies.  I  also  inclose  a  translation  of  a  short  debate  that 
occorred  on  the  same  day  in  relation  to  the  reported  emancipation  de- 
cree of  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba,  of  which  it  seems  the  government 
liad  no  information. 

Mr.  Padial  and  several  of  his  colleagues  from  Porto  Eico,  with  whom 
Mr.  Castelar  associated  himself,  notified  the  government  a  fews  days  ago 
of  an  interpellation  on  the  slavery  question,  and  this  bill,  which  is  said 
to  have  been  prepared  some  time  since,  was  no  doubt  introduced  to 
forestall  the  discussion. 

The  project  of  the  minister  of  the  colonies  is  shaped  to  suit  the  views 
of  the  slaveholders,  whose  organs  and  agents  express  themselves  pleased 
with  the  moderation  and  prudence  of  the  measui'e. 


[Incloeare  1  in  Ko.  13.] 
Extract  from  report  of  the  session  of  May  28,  1870. 

Mr.  Padial.  I  have  read  in  a  telegram  from  Havana  that  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba 
has  pnblished  a  circular  declaring  the  slaves  of  the  insurgents  emancipated,  and  I  wish 
to  know  if  that  officer  has  made  this  disposition  by  his  own  initiative  or  bv  order  of 
the  government.  I  also  desire  to  know  if  the  word  emancipation  is  to  be  under- 
stood in  its  wide  sense ;  that  is  to  say,  giving  to  the  slave  his  civil  rights,  or,  as  it  is 
understood  in  that  country,  passing  the  n'eedmen  to  a  worse  condition ;  hecanse  in  that' 
case  it  would  result  in  the  ^stribntion  of  the  confiscated  chattels  among  the  Cuban 
volunteers.  At  the  same  time  I  would  request  that  the  government  would  transmit  to 
the  chamber,  if  there  is  no  objection,  the  notes  exchanged  with  the  authorities  of  Cuba 
and  Porto  Rico  in  regard  to  reforms  in  the  Antilles. 

The  Minister  of  Ultramar.  The  government  had  no  other  advices  of  what  Mr. 
Padial  refers  to  than  tlie  telef^ram  published  in  the  newspapers,  and  cannot,  conse- 
quently, speak  with  certainty  in  regard  to  it  without  further  information .  But  if  the 
fentleman  wishes  to  know  the  opinion  of  the  government  on  the  question  of  slavery, 
6  will  be  satisfied  with  the  reading  of  the  bill  which  I  shall  shortly  have  the  honor 
to  submit  to  the  chamber. 

The  Minister  of  State.  There  is  no  objection  to  submitting  the  correspondence 
exchanged  with  the  authorities  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  with  respect  to  the  colonial 
question. 

Later  in  the  same  day  the  minister  of  the  colonies  presented  the  inclosed  bill  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery. 


[Enclosure  2  in  Xo.  13.] 
PLAN  OF  A  LAW. 

Article  1.  All  children  of  slave  mothers,  born  after  the  publication  of  this  law,  are 
declared  free. 

Art.  2.  All  slaves  born  between  the  18th  of  September,  1858,  and  the  time  of  the 
publication  of  this  law,  are  acquired  by  the  State,  by  the  payment  to  their  owners  of 
the  sum  of  fifty  escudos.* 

Art.  3.  All  slaves  who  have  served  under  the  Spanish  flag,  or  who  have  in  any  way 
aided  the  troops  during  the  present  insurrection  in  Cuba,  arc  declared  free.  The  State 
shall  pay  their  value  to  their  masters,  if  the  latter  have  remained  faithful  to  the  Span- 
ish cause ;  if  belonging  to  the  insurgents,  they  shall  receive  no  indemnity. 

*  Twenty-flvo  dollars,  probably. 
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Akt.  4.  Slaves  who,  at  the  time  of  the  publication  of  this  law,  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  are  declared  free,  -without  any  indemnification  to  theit 
owners.    The  same  benefit  shall  be  enjoyed  by  those  who  sliall  hereafter  reach  this  a^. 

Art.  5.  All  slaves  belonging  to  the  State,  cither  as  emancipated,  or  for  any  other 
cause,  shall  at  once  enter  upon  the  full  exercise  of  their  civil  rights. 

Art.  6.  Those  persons  freed  by  this  law,  who  are  mentioned  in  articles  one  and  two. 
shall  remain  under  the  control  (patrxmato)  of  the  owners  of  the  mother. 

Art.  7.  The  control  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  article  imposes  uxmhi  the  pMWHi 
exercising  it  the  obligation  to  maintain  his  wards,  to  clothe  them,  care  for  them  ia 
sickness,  give  them  primary  instruction,  and  the  education  necessary  to  carry  oo  an 
art  or  trade.  The  person  exercising  tho^aforesaid  control  acquires  all  the  rights  of  a 
guardian,  and  may,  moreover,  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  labor  of  the  freedman  without 
making  any  compensation  until  said  freedman  has  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  yeftis. 

Art.  8.  When  the  freedman  has  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  shall  receiTe 
half  the  wages  of  a  free  man.  Of  these  wages  one-half  shall  be  paid  to.  him  at  once. 
and  the  other  half  shall  be  reserved  in  order  to  form  a  capital  for  liim,  in  the  manner 
to  be  determined  by  subsequent  regulations. 

Art.  9.  On  attaining  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  the  freedman  shall  acquire  the  full 
enjoyment  of  lus  civil  rights,  and  his  capital  shall  be  paid  to  him. 

Art.  10.  The  above-mentioned  control  is  transmissible  by  all  means  known  in  lav. 
Legitimate  or  natural  parents,  who  are  free,  may  claim  control  over  their  children  on 
paying  to  the  person  already  exercising  such  control  an  indemnification  for  the  expenaen 
incurred  in  favor  of  the  freed  person.  Subsequent  regulations  will  settle  the  Imis  of 
this  indemnification. 

Art.  11.  The  superior  civil  governor  shall  form,  in  the  space  of  one  year  from  the 
publication  of  this  law,  lists  of  the  slaves  comprised  in  articles  two  and  five. 

Art.  12.  The  freed  persons  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  article  remain  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  State.  This  control  is  confined  to  protecting  them,  defending  them,  and 
furnishing  them  the  means  of  gaining  a  livelihood.  Those  who  may  prefer  to  return 
to  Alrica  shall  be  conveyed  thither. 

Art.  13.  The  slaves  referred  to  in  article  four  may  remain  with  their  owners,  who 
shall  thus  acquire  control  over  them.  When  they  shall  have  preHerred  to  continue 
with  their  former  masters,  it  shall  be  optional  with  the  latter  to  give  them  compeoaa- 
tion  or  not ;  but  in  all  cases,  as  well  as  in  that  of  the  freed  persons  being  onable  to 
maintain  themselves  by  reason  of  physical  disability,  it  shall  be  the  duty  otsaid  fonner 
masters  to  feed  them,  clothe  them,  and  care  for  them  in  sickness.  This  duty  ^all  he  a 
concomitant  of  the  riffht  to  employ  them  in  labors  suitable  to  their  condition. 

Art.  14.  If  the  freedman,  of  his  own  free  will,  shall  leave  the  control  of  his  former 
master,  the  latter  shall  no  longer  be  under  the  obligations  mentioned  in  the  foregoti^ 
article. 

Art.  15.  The  government  shall  provide  the  means  necessary  for  the  indemnificatioDfi 
made  necessary  oy  the  present  law,  by  means  of  a  tax  upon  those  stiU  remaining  in 
slavery. 

Art.  16.  Any  concealment  impeding  the  application  a£  the  benefits  of  this  law  shall 
be  punished  according  to  title  thirteen  of  the  penal  code. 

Art.  17.  A  census  of  slaves  shall  be  taken,  and  any  one  not  appearini;  therein  enndied 
shall  be  declai-ed  free. 

Art.  18.  The  government  diall  make  a  special  regulation  for  the  executiou  of  thi^ 
law. 

Art.  19.  The  government  is  authorized  to  take  all  such  measures  as  it  may  4oBm 
necessary  in  order  to  cause  the  emancipation  of  persons  remaining  in  servitude  after 
this  law  shall  have  taken  effect,  reporting,  at  the  proper  time,  to  the  Cortes. 

Madrid,  May  28, 1870. 

The  Minister  of  the  Colonics, 
SEGISMUNDO  MORET  Y  PRENDEROAST. 


No.  14. 

Mr.  Fish  to  General  Sickles. 

No.  Co.]  Washington,  June  20, 1870. 

I  have  received  your  No.  116,  relative  to  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
cabinet  of  Madrid  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  West  Indies.  ISiis 
plan  falls  far  short  of  what  this  government  had  a  reasonable  right  to 
expect.    Our  advances  for  this  object  were  met  by  the  Spanish  govem- 
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meDt,  from  the  cominenceinent,  with  a  temper  and  Rpirit  that  manifested 
a  desire  to  cordially  co-operate  with  as  in  the  extirpation  of  this  blot 
npon  the  civilization  of  America. 

In  the  very  beginning  of  your  negotiation  last  year,  when  you  verbally 
communicated  to  different  members  of  the  Spanish  cabinet  the  bases 
on  which  you  were  authorized  to  proffer  the  good  ofl&ces  of  the  United 
States,  no  exception  was  taken  to  the  demand  for  emancipation,  nor 
was  it  objected  to  during  the  whole  negotiation,  although  it  is  true  that 
that  government  manifested  a  disposition  to  treat  first  of  its  relations 
with  the  insurgents.  Oa  the  14th  of  September  last  Mr.  Beccerra 
assured  you  that  the  government  and  Cortes  would  devise  a  scheme  for 
the  gradual  and  entire  abolition  of  slavery;  and  on  the  17th  of  Novem- 
ber yon  again  received  the  same  positive  assurance,  while  the  whole 
tenor  of  the  corre8[)ondence  and  conversations  between  you  and  the 
Spanish  government  and  the  different  members  of  the  cabinet  commits 
that  government  to  the  inauguration  of  measures  aiming  at  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  island  of  Cuba. 

Thus  it  was  that  in  January  last,  having  received  an  intimation  that 
it  was  supposed  in  Madrid  that  the  insurrection  was,  or  soon  would  be, 
quelled,  I  wrote  to  you  in  my  No.  26  thus: 

It  becomes  more  apparent  t^very  day  that  this  coiitei^t  cannot  be  terminated  without 
the  abolition  of  slavery.  This  government  regards  the  government  at  Madrid  as  com- 
mitted to  that  result.  »<»*»*•  You  will,  therefore,  if  it  shaU  appear  that 
the  insnrrectiou  is  regarded  as  suppressed,  frankly  state  that  this  government,  relying 
upon  the  assurances  so  often  given,  will  expect  steps  to  be  taken  for  the  emancipation 
of  the  slaves  in  the  Spanish  colonies. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  fail  to  find  in  the  scheme  of  emancipation, 
which  is  forwarded  in  your  No.  116,  evidence  of  the  earnest  jmrpose  to 
abolish  slavery,  for  which  your  previous  dispatches  had  prepared  us. 
It  may  rather  be  called  a  project  for  relieving  the  slave  owners  from 
the  necessity  of  supporting  infants  and  aged  slaves,  who  can  only  be  a 
bnnlen,  and  of  prolonging  the  institution  as  to  able-bodied  slaves. 

All  the  children  of  slave  mothers  born  after  the  decree  are  to  be  free, 
but  no  provision  is  made  for  their  support. 

All  slaves  born  between  the  18th  of  September,  1868,  and  the  publi- 
cation of  the  decree  may  free  themselves  on  their  payment  of  $50;  but 
it  will  be  seen  how  delusive  this  is,  when  we  reflect  that  to  command 
that  sum  all  of  the  earlj-  and  some  of  the  best  years  of  their  lives  must 
l)e  spent  in  servitude. 

And  lastly,  all  slaves  who  reach  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  when  the 
powers  of  labor  are  going,  and  when  they  may  be  sapposed  to  have 
earned  some  right  to  a  support  in  their  few  remaining  years,  are  to  be 
turned  adrift  and  are  given  a  freedom  that  may  have  ceased  to  be  de- 
sirable. 

While  this  project  does  not  meet  the  expectations  which  this  govern- 
ment had  formed,  I  can  scarcely  believe  that  it  will  command  the  sup- 
port of  the  liberals  of  Spain,  under  whose  auspices  the  revolution  of 
1868  was  made.  The  total  emancipation  which  it  contemplates  is  post- 
poned far  toward  the  middle  of  the  next  century;  and,  in  the  ordinary 
(iourse  of  events,  this  century  will  have  nearly  expired  before  any  ma- 
terial impression  will  have  been  made  upon  the  status  of  the  existing 
l<iboring  class  on  the  island. 

The  President  feels  it  to  be  the  duty  of  this  government  to  endeavor 
to  impress  upon  the  Spanish  cabinet  the  policy  as  well  as  the  propriety  of 
making  at  once  provisions  for  an  earlier  and  more  thorough  emancipation 
of  slaves.  You  will  state,  in  a  friendly  but  decided  manner,  that  this 
government  is  disappointed  in  this  project ;  that  it  fails  to  meet  the  ex- 
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I>ectation8that  had  been  raised  by  the  various  conversations  with  you; 
that  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  it  will  produce  dissatisfaction 
throughout  the  civilized  world,  which  is  looking  to  see  liberty  as  the 
universal  law  of  labor;  that  it  will  fail  to  satisfy  or  to  pacify  Cuba; 
that  peace,  if  restored  there,  can  be  maintained  only  by  force  so  long 
as  slavery  exists,  and  that  our  proximity  to  that  island,  and  our  inti- 
mate relations  with  it,  give  us  a  deep  interest  in  its  weliiare  and  justify 
the  expression  of  our  earnest  desire  to  see  prevail  the  policy  which  w« 
believe  calculated  to  restore  peace  and  to  give  permanent  pfTwperity. 

If,  however,  your  representations  shall  fail  to  secure  the  desired  modi- 
fications, we  shall  nevertheless  regard  tiiis  as  the  entering  wedge  for 
the  eventual  destruction  of  a  pernicious  system  of  labor,  and  shall  hope 
that  Spain  will  soon  see  that  it  is  for  her  interest  to  go  further  and 
faster  in  the  direction  of  emancipation,  and  of  a  wiser  and  juster  sys- 
tem of  the  relations  of  labor  to  capital. 


L 


N^o.  15. 
Oeneral  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish, — (Received  July  12.) 

No.  121.]  Madrid,  June  20, 1870. 

The  bill  for  the  emancipation  of  certain  classes  of  slaves  in  the  Span- 
ish colonies  became  a  law  on  the  23d  instant,  the  last  day  of  the  session 
of  the  Cortes.  Although  regarded  by  the  republican  press  and  several 
ministerial  journals  as  an  inadequate  measure,  it  was  opposed  by  a  por- 
tion, at  least,  of  the  slaveholders  and  their  partizans,  on  the  ground  that 
any  legislation  on  the  subject  was  premature  in  the  absence  of  deputies 
from  Cuba,  and  dangerous  to  the  cause  of  Spain  while  the  war  of  inde- 
pendence was  still  undetermined.  In  this  there  was  a  sudden  change  of 
tactics  by  the  representatives  of  this  interest.  At  the  outset  they  ap- 
plauded the  scheme  as  discriminating  and  prudent,  and  commended  the 
minister  for  his  discretion  in  rejecting  the  more  radical  and  comprehen- 
sive programme  contemplated  by  his  predecessor.  Supported  with  ap- 
parent hesitation  by  the  government,  the  bill  passed  substantially  as  it 
was  proposed  by  the  colonial  secretary.  I  shall  forward  to  the  depart- 
ment a  copy  of  the  law  as  soon  as  it  appears  in  the  official  gazette. 

Among  the  amendments  adopted  is  one  changing  from  sixty-five  to 
sixty  years  the  age  te  be  attained  when  those  born  before  September, 
1868,  become  free;  another  forbids  the  sjile  or  separation  from  the 
mother  of  children  under  fourteen  years  old,  and  puts  certain  restric- 
tions on  punishment  with  the  lash.  The  latter  was  suggested  by  Mr. 
Gabriel  Eodriguez,  a  republican  deputy,  and  after  an  animated  dis- 
cussion, in  which  the  displeasure  of  the  chamber  was  signally  mani- 
fested toward  a  defense  of  the  whipping  post  attempted  by  Mr.  Plaja, 
a  deputy  from  Porto  liico,  this  humane  proposition  was  accepted  in 
substance  by  the  government  and  adopted  without  a  division. 

Section  19  of  the  original  project  authorized  the  executive  at  any  time 
to  abolish  slavery.  For  this  Mr.  Canovas  del  Castillo,  a  distinguished 
conservative  deputy  and  partizan  of  the  late  dynasty,  proposed  a  sub- 
stitute requiring  the  government,  when  Cuba  shall  be  represente<l  ia 
the  Cortes,  to  submit  to  the  chamber  a  plan  of  gi-adual  emancipation 
and  providing  for  compensation  to  owners.  This  substitute,  omitting 
the  word  "  gradual,''  was  accepted  by  the  government  and  adopted. 
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MM.  Padial  and  Baldorioty,  of  Porto  Bico,  joined  the  leading  repub- 
lican deputies  in  proposing  an  amendment  emancipating  all  slaves 
within  the  Spanish  dominions  on  the  1st  of  January,  1872.  Their  prop- 
osition was  8uiii)orted  by  Senor  Castelar  in  a  brilliant  speech,  from 
which  I  send  you  enclosed  herewith  an  interesting  extract,  admirably 
translated  by  the  secretary  of  this  legation,  Colonel  Hay.  This  amend- 
ment was  opposed  by  the  minister  of  the  colonies  in  an  elaborate  argu- 
ment, and  was  defeated  by  only  thirty  votes. 

The  government  found  itself  somewhat  embarrasse<l  in  the  general 
discussion  by  the  repeated  public  declaration  of  nearly  all  the  promi- 
nent personages  who  took  part  in  the  Spanish  revolution  of  1808,  in 
favor  of  immediate  and  unconditional  emancipation.  And  on  the  19th 
November,  1868,  two  of  the  present  cabinet,  including  the  minister  of 
the  colonies,  the  members  of  the  Spanish  Anti-Slavery  Society,  in  a 
publislied  address  to  the  nation,  i)ledged  their  inflexible  support  to  the 
immediate  abolition  of  slavery. 

I  have  not  considered  it  expedient  to  make  any  observations  to  this 
Cabinet  on  this  scheme.  I  could  not  commend  it  as  satisfactory,  be- 
cause it  was  far  from  being  as  comprehensive  a  measure  as  was  xjrom- 
ised  me  last  autumn,  before  the  commencement  of  the  recent  campaign 
in  Cuba,  and  when  this  government  so  anxiously  deprecated  any  action 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  that  might  help  the  insurgents.  Yet 
when  it  became  apparent  that  the  slave-holders  would  employ  all  their 
formidable  influence  against  even  this  partial  and  preparatory  project, 
I  was  reluctant  to  express  the  disappointment  with  which  I  was  quite 
sure  you  must  regard  it,  lest  1  might  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  oppo- 
nents of  emancipation  by  remonstrances  which  perhaps  would  have  in- 
clined the  government  to  desist  from  pressing  a  bill  that  failed  to  con- 
ciliate the  United  States  and  was  offensive  to  the  most  zealous  and  in- 
fluential adherents  of  the  Spanish  cause  in  Cuba.  Therefore,  while 
maintaining  a  strict  official  reserve  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  law, 
I  lost  -no  i)roper  occasion  to  encourage  the  efforts  of  the  friends  of 
emancipation  to  make  sure  of  this  measure,  which  at  least  is  ''  the  be- 
ginning of  the  end.''  This  government  has  now  for  the  first  time  dis- 
tinctly and  practically  committed  itself  to  the  policy  of  emancipation, 
and,  in  this  step  toward  freedom,  it  must  be  a  source  of  just  satisfaction 
to  the  President  that  the  influence  of  the  United  States  has  been  con- 
spicuous and  benificent. 

The  formal  declaration  by  Spain  of  the  policy  of  emancipation  in  her 
colonies  cannot  fail  to  exert  a  considerable  influence  upon  the  struggle 
for  independence.  In  this  opinion  I  am  supported  by  the  views  of  many 
intelligent  Cuban  exiles  now  residing  in  Madrid,  of  whom  it  is  only 
just  to  state  that  although  sugar  planters  and  holding  large  possessions 
in  lands  and  negroes,  they  have  labored  here  with  diligence  ar  d  zeal  in 
favor  of  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery.  I  learn,  indeed,  upon  good 
authority,  that  the  general  testimony  of  these  exiles  in  favor  of  eman- 
cipation, considered  with  relation,  to  their  presumed  sympathies  with 
the  insurgents,  and  their  known  desire  to  see  Cuba  under  the  American 
flag,  had  great  influence  in  narrowing  the  scheme  of  the  government  to 
the  least  possible  proportions.  Spain  found  herself  in  this  dilemmii — 
to  refuse  any  measure  of  emanci|)ation  was  to  break  the  most  solemn 
engagements  to  the  United  States,  and  perhaps  incline  that  govern- 
ment more  to  the  cause  of  the  insurgents,  while  in  committing  herself 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery  slie  associates  herself  with  her  enemies  in 
Cuba  and  gave  oflense  to  her  most  trusted  partisans. 

I  may  venture  the  remark  that,  at  the  outset,  the  issue  of  the  war 
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Tras  in  the  hands  of  the  party  that  proclaimed  emancipation  to  the 
slaves,  and  gave  civil  and  i>olitieal  rights  and  arms  to  the  freedmen. 
Of  course  this  could  not  have  been  done  by  Spain  without  making  at 
the  same  time  large  political  concessions  to  the  whit«  and  free  colored 
I)opulation  of  Cuba,  for  they  had  no  share  or  voice  in  the  government 
of  the  island,  and  were  not  allowed  to  bear  arms.  And  when  the  in- 
surrection began,  opinion  was  so  divided  among  the  insurgents  on  the 
question  of  slavery  that  the  earliest  and  strongest  impulse  of  the  move- 
ment, that  which  followed  the  revolution  in  Spain,  was  almost  spent  be- 
fore the  influence  of  Gespedes  prevailed  in  the  insurgent  councils  and 
emancipation  was  proclaimed.  Formerly,  when  the  insurrectionary  party 
in  Cuba  were  the  allies  of  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  United  States, 
the  most  powerful  weapon  in  the  hands  of  Spain  was  the  proclamation 
of  emancipation  that  was  said  to  be  always  ready  in  the  portfolio  of  the 
Captain  General,  to  be  signed  and  promulgated  in  the  event  of  a  rising 
too  general  to  be  successfully  resisted.  It  was  then  said  that  when 
Cuba  ceased  to  be  Spanish  she  would  be  African — never  American — for 
it  was  supposed  that  the  freedmen,  in  grateful  recognition  of  this  lib- 
erty at  the  hands  of  Spain,  would  resent  the  innumerable  wrongs  of 
their  servitude  upon  the  Cubans. 

But  all  this  changed  after  our  war,  when  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
Cuban  population  yielded  to  the  inevitable  force  of  the  exami)le  of  the 
United  States,  and  accepted  the  abolition  of  slavery  as  the  indispensable 
condition  of  their  unchanged  desire  for  annexation  to  the  American 
Union.  From  the  moment  of  Lee's  surrender  the  old  Spanish  threat  of 
emancipation  lost  its  terrors ;  most  of  the  discontented  Cubans  became 
abolitionists,  and  Spain,  governed  by  the  most  advanced  statesmen  who 
have  ever  held  power  in  Madrid,  has  appeared  to  regard  all  that  re- 
mains of  her  dominion  in  America  to  be  inseparable  from  the  institution 
of  sluverv. 


llnclosuielinNo.  121.J 

Extract  from  lite  speech  of  Mr.  Castelar  in  the  ConsHtuent  CorUs,  on  the  bill  for  the  aboU- 
tion  of  slavery,  June  20,  1870. 

I  Avisli  to  preseut  yon  another  example  of  a  decided  purpose  to  accomplish  gradual 
abolition,  wliicli  \va«  forced  to  conclude  by  immediate  abolition.  I  refer  to  the  exam- 
ple of  America.  «  «  «  'j^lj^  Puritans  are  the  patriarohs  of  liberty ;  they 
opened  a  new  world  on  the  earth ;  they  opened  a  new  path  for  the  human  conscience'; 
they  created  a  new  society.  Nevertheless,  when  England  tried  to  subdue  them,  and 
they  conquered,  the  republic  triumphed  and  slavery  remained.  Washin^rton  could 
only  emancipate  his  slaves.  Franklm  said  that  the  Virginians  could  not  invoke  the 
name  of  God,  retaining  slavery.  Jay  said  that  all  the  prayers  America  sent  up  t*> 
heaven  for  the  preservation  of  liberty,  while  slavery  coutinucil,  were  mere  blasphemieif. 
Mason  niouniod  over  the  payment  his  descendants  nniHt  make  for  this  great  crime  of 
their  fathers.  Jefterson  traced  the  line  where  the  black  wave  of  slavery  shouid  he 
stayed.  Still  slavery  incre^ised,  increased  eoutinually.  1  bcjcj  that  you  will  pause  a 
moment  to  consider  the  man  who  wiped  out  this  terrible  stahi  which  blott^^l  out  the 
stars  of  the  American  banner.  I  beg  that  you  will  pause  a  moment,  for  his  immortal 
name  has  been  invoked  here  for  the  peri>etnation  of  slavery.  Ah  I  the  past  century 
has  not,  the  century  to  come  will  not,  have  a  figure  so  grand,  beeaus<»  as  evil  disajv 
pears,  heroism  disappears  also.  I  have  often  coiitemnlated  and  deserilxMl  his  life. 
Horn  in  a  cabin  of  Kentucky,  of  parents  who  could  hardly  read  ;  born  a  new  Moses,  in 
the  solitude  of  the  wilderness,  where  all  great  and  obstinate  thoughts  are  forged,  mo- 
notonous like  the  desert,  and  like  the  desert  sublime  ;  growing  up  among  those  prime- 
val forests,  which,  with  their  fragrance,  send  a  cloud  of  incense,  and  with  their  mnr- 
murs  a  cloud  of  prayers  to  heaven  ;  a  boatman  at  eight  years  in  the  impetuous  current 
of  the  Ohio,  and  at  seventeen  in  the  vjist  and  tranquil  waters  of  the  Mississippi ;  later, 
a  woodman,  with  axe  and  arm  felling  the  immemorial  trees  to  open  a  way  to  unex- 
plored regions  for  his  tribe  of  wandering  workers ;  reading  no  other  ImoK  than  thf 
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Bible,  the  l>ook  of  gntat  Hon*<»w8  and  great  hopes,  dictated  often  by  prophets  to  the  sound 
ofchaiuA  they  dragged  through  Nineveh  and  Babylon ;  a  child  of  natnre,  in  a  word,  by 
one  of  those  miracles  only  comprehensible  among  free  ])eople,  he  was  raised  by  his 
fellow-citizens  to  the  Congress  at  Washington,  and  by  the  nation  to  the  Presidency  of 
the  republic ;  and  when  the  evil  grew  more  virulent,  when  those  States  were  dissolved, 
when  the  slaveholders  uttered  their  war  cry,  and  the  slaves  their  groans  of  despair, 
the  wood-cutter,  the  boatman,  the  son  of  the  great  West,  the  descendant  of  Quakers, 
humblest  of  the  humble  before  his  conscienee,  greatest  of  the  great  before  history, 
ascends  the  Capitol,  the  greatest  moral  height  of  our  time,  and  stnmg  and  serene,  with 
his  conscience  and  his  idea,  before  him  a  veteran  army,  hostile  Europe  behind  him, 
England  favoring  the  South,  France  fostering  reaction  in  Mexico,  in  his  hands  the 
riven  country,  he  arms  two  milliotis  of  men,  gathers  a  half  million  of  horses,  sends  his 
artillery  twelve  hundred  miles  in  seven  days  from  the  shores  of  the  Potomac  to  the 
banks  of  the  Tennessee,  Aghts  more  than  six  hundred  battles,  renews  before  Richmond 
the  exploits  of  Alexander,  of  Csesar ;  and,  after  emancipating  three  million  slaves,  that 
nothing  might  be  wanting,  he  dies  in  the  very  moment  of  victory,  like  Christ,  like 
Socrates,  like  all  redeemers,  at  the  foot  of  his  work.  Sublime  achievement,  over  which 
hninanity  shall  <  ternally  shed  its  tears,  and  God  his  benedictions!  But  Lincoln,  yon 
will  tell  me,  attempted  gradual  emancipation.  This  is  true.  I  never  evade  the  truth. 
But  the  privileged  classes  shut  their  eyes  and  opposed  it,  as  they  shut  their  eyes  hero 
and  opfiose  every  profound  and  radical  reform.  And  immediate  abolition  came.  When 
ft  man  of  the  wis<lom  and  political  pnidence  of  Abraham  Lincoln  appealed  to  supreme 
measures,  it  was  because  he  was  convinced  that  all  hope  of  compromise  was  gone,  that 
gradual  steps  are  impracticable  in  reforms  demanded  by  Justice  and  humanity.  Since 
then,  the  United  Stateit  having  converted  their  slaves  into  men,  have  devoted  them- 
selves to  converting  those  men  into  citizens. 

And  to-day,  gentlemen,  those  beings  who  were  formerly  not  even  men,  are  freer  than 
the  first  of  the  sons  of  Europe.  Those  men  who  could  not  learn  to  read,  because  the 
Southern  gentlemen  murdered  any  one  who  would  dare  to  give  them  a  book,  have  to- 
day innumerable  schools.  Those  men  who  were  like  beasts  of  burden,  wretched  as  the 
reptiles  that  cmwlecl  among  the  cotton  and  the  cnne,  are  free  men,  are  American  citi- 
zens ;  they  sit  in  the  Congress  and  the  Senate  of  Washington.  Tlie  United  States  have 
refuBe<l  to  recocuize  us  members  of  the  federation  those  States  which  have  not  in  their 
tuni  recognized  the  liberty  and  equality  of  the  negroes. 

You  talk  to  me  of  exceptional  laws.  Many  have  you  given  to  sustain  the  influence 
of  priests  and  the  tyranny  of  kings.  I  admit  your  exceptions  if  yon  will  present  me 
four  niillicm  beasts  converted  into  four  million  men. 


lIucloBure  8  In  No.  121.] 

Amendment  uresented  by  Mr.  Canovas  del  Castillo,  to  the  twenty-first  article  of  the 
hill  for  the  abolition  of  slavery: 

*'  The  government  shall  present  t4)  the  Cortes,  when  the  Cuban  deputies  shall  have 
been  admitted,  a  bill  for  the  gradual  and  compensated  emancipation  of  those  who  re- 
main in  slavery  after  the  establishment  of  this  law." 

The  government  and  committee  acceptml  this  amendment,  omitting  the  word  gradual. 
In  answer  to  au  objection  that,  in  case  the  Cuban  deputies  should  not  arrive  for  the 
coming  session,  the  government  would  find  itself  embarrassed  by  the  terms  of  this 
amendment.  The  minister  of  ultramar  and  Mr.  Canovas  both  replied  that  the  Cortes 
in  that  case  would  be  free  to  act  as  they  thought  proper  in  the  matter. 

Amendment  presented  by  Mr.  Castelar : 

*'Tbe  government  shall  present,  at  the  opening  of  the  next  session,  a  bill  for  imme- 
diate emanciation.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1872,  there  shall  remain  no  slave  in  the 
national  territory.'' 

This  amendment  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  78  to  48. 


[iDclosure  3  hi  No  191.J 

Amendment  presented  by  Gabriel  Rodriguez  and  others : 

"  By  the  present  law,  and  pending  the  termination  of  slavery  in  Cnba  and  Porto 
Rico,  the  corporal  pnnitihments  of  the  whip,  the  chain,  the  block,  and  the  stocks  shall 
be  abolished ;  the  sale  of  children  without  their  mothers,  of  hu^ibands  without  their 
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wives,  and  vice  versa ^  shall  also  be  abolished.  The  violation  of  these  provisionBy  prop- 
erly proven,  shall  result  in  the  freedom  of  the  slaves  who  shall  have  been  the  sabjects 
of  it." 

The  above  amendment,  as  modified  and  adopted : 

"  Pending;  this  emancipation,  the  punishment  of  the  lash,  authorized  by  article  13  of 
the  regulations  of  Porto  Kico,  and  its  equivalent  in  Cuba,  is  suppressed.  Nor  ehiJ] 
mothers  be  sold  separately  from  their  children  who  are  less  than  ftmrteen  years  of  age, 
nor  shall  slaves  united  in  marriage  be  sold  separately.^' 


IL— CONSULAR  AND  OTHER  CORRESPONDENCE. 

No.  16. 
Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Seward. — (Received  November  27.) 

No.  82.]  Matanzas,  November  18,  1868. 

I  am  mainly  Indebted  to  a  Cuban  gentleman,  of  conservative  political 
opinions,  for  the  statements  contained  in  this  communication  in  refer- 
ence to  the  extraordinary  events  at  present  transpiring  in  this  island, 
and  the  opinions  prevailing  in  this  locality. 

As  far  as  my  own  information  extends,  these  sentiments  are  impartial 
and  reliable.  The  belief  that  they  may  prove  of  interest  in  the  present 
emergency  induces  me  to  communicate  them  to  the  department : 

The  news  of  the  lat«  revolution  in  Spain  was  received  hero  with  surprise,  and  no 
little  enthusiasm,  by  the  native  Cubans  and  many  Spanish  liberals ;  the  Cubans  thought 
they  could  discern  the  dawn  of  a  new  era,  and  a  radical  change  of  Spanish  policy  in 
the  government  of  this  island,  a  feature  full  of  hope  for  the  cause  of  liberty  and  en- 
lightened progress,  to  be  realized  without  resort  to  arms  and  bloodshed. 

The  excitement  caused  by  the  information  first  received  soon  passed  away,  and  pub- 
lic attention  became  fixed  upon  the  institution  of  slavery,  and  the  course  likely  to  br 
adopted  by  the  Madrid  government  in  re^^ard  to  it.  Naturally,  every  shade  of  opinion 
has  been  expressed,  from  the  extreme  radical — in  favor  of  its  immediate  abolition — to 
the  propagandist,  devoted  to  maintaining  and  peri)etuating  the  institution. 

The  diversity  of  opinion  in  regard  to  uavery  is  worthy  of  notice ;  the  more  intelli- 

Sent  of  the  Cubans,  including  a  small  number  of  slaveholders,  are  in  favor  of  imme- 
iate  abolition ;  they  contend  that  it  is  not  only  an  obligation  dne  to  justice  and 
humanity,  but  a  measure  of  sound  policy  that  would  be  attended  with  less  danger  to 
the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  island  tlian  others  of  prospective  emancipation ;  that 
it  would  obviate  all  inducement  to  insnrrection  on  the  part  of  the  blacks,  and  ihac 
any  perturbation  of  the  present  system  of  labor  could  bo  easily  arranged  without  ma> 
teriaily  reducing  the  productions  of  the  island. 

They  claim,  too,  that  the  African  slave  trade  will  only  finally  and  definitely  cease 
with  the  unconditional  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  island,  where,  alone,  it  meets  with 
any  encouragement. 

They  believe  that,  while  slavery  exists,  there  will  be  no  government  established 
here  in  which  they  can  have  a  voice ;  that  the  island  will  continue  to  be  governed  by 
a  repressive,  censorious  system,  under  pretext  of  preserving  order:  in  other  words,  the 
forcible  submission  of  the  blacks,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  the  rignts  and  privileges  of 
free  government. 

The  generality  of  slave  owners,  Cubans  as  well  as  Spaniards,  favor  a  plan  of  eman- 
cipation that  will  extinguish  the  institution  In  ten  years,  all  bom  from  and  after  the 
date  of  the  decree  to  be  declared  free ;  they  believe  that  by  this  plan  the  social  transi- 
tion may  be  gradually  and  insensibly  efifected  without  serious  injury  to  proprietois, 
whose  interests  are,  or  should  be,  considered  identical  with  the  general  welfare  of 
the  island.  This  conservative  class  care  very  little  about  the  advantages  of  free  (^t- 
ernment,  as  long  as  they  are  protected  in  their  material  interests,  ancf  the  immediate 
abolition  of  slavery  is  not  attempted ;  they  believe,  also,  that  uuring  the  proposMl 
period  of  ten  years,  European  emigrants  may  be  induce<l  to  come  to  the  isuuia  and 
adopt  agricultural  pursuits ;  meanwhile  they  trust  that  the  tranquillity  of  the  islaod 
will  remain  unaltered  and  its  resources  developed. 
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A  few  Cuban  ami  many  Hpaniflb  pn>prietorK  oppose  all  plans  interfering  with  their 
favorite  iuatitntion ;  the  must  that  they  will  consent  to,  and  that  with  much  reluct- 
ance, is  a  decree  of  freedom  to  all  boru  from  and  after  a  date  yet  to  be  fixed  upon. 
This  class  still  persists  in  reviving  the  African  slave  trade,  to  wliich  many  of  them  owe 
their  fortunes.  It  is  known  that  they  have  sent  commissioners  to  Madrid  to  protest 
against  any  plan  of  abolition  or  emancipation,  differing  from  their  own,  that  may  be 
proposed.  They  desire  the  perpetuation  of  slavery,  under  the  conviction  that  not  only 
their  own  prosperity  depends  upon  it,  but  because  the  independence  of  the  island  would 
be  next  to  an  impossibility  while  the  present  system  remains  unchanged.  With  the 
loss  of  the  island  they  know  that  Spain  and  her  subjects  would  lose  the  languid  influ- 
ence they  still  maintain  in  the  western  hemisphere. 

While  the  whites  at  the  clubs,  in  public  places,  and  at  their  own  houses,  discuss  this 
question  with  little  reserve,  the  other  race,  free  and  slave,  listen  in  silence,  not  a  f^^w 
of  them  anpcAring  to  nnderstand  the  (piestion  as  well  as  their  masters.  It  is  believed 
that,  should  a  just  and  equitable  system  of  emancipation  be  adopted,  they  will  remain 
quiet ;  but,  should  other  counsels  prevail,  their  peaceable  submission  can  hardly  be 
expected. 


1^0.  17. 

Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  WasJiburne. 

No.  4.J  Havana,  March  11, 1869. 

•  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  accompany  herewith  a  copy  and  trannlation  of  a 
document,  purporting  to  be  a  decree  of  the  Cuban  insurgents^  assembly, 
abolishing  shivery  in  this  island. 


[Inclosure  in  No.  17.  J 
[TraDslatiou.] 

The  institution  of  slaveryt  introduced  into  Cuba  by  Spanish  dominion,  must  be  ex- 
tinguished along  with  it.  The  assembly  of  representatives  of  the  center,  having  in 
view  the  eternal  principles  of  justice,  in  the  name  of  the  liberty  and  the  people  that  it 
represents,  decrees : 

1.  Slavery  is  abolished. 

2.  The  owners  of  those  who  have  been  slaves  will  be  indemnified  in  due  time. 

3.  All  those  who  by  this  decree  obtain  their  freedom  will  contribute  their  efforts  to 
the  independence  of  Cuba. 

4.  To  this  en<l,  those  who  may  be  found  apt  and  necessary  for  military  service  will 
enter  our  ranks,  enjoying  the  Siime  compensation  and  the  same  consideration  as  other 
soldiers  of  the  liberal  armj\ 

5.  Those  who  are  not  destined  to  military  service  will  continue  while  the  war  lasts 
at  the  same  labors  in  which  they  are  now  employed,  to  preserve  estates  in  a  productive 
condition,  and  thus  provide  subsistence  to  thtmo  wiio  otTer  their  blood  to  the  cause  of 
common  lil)erty,  a  dnty  imperative  alike  on  all  those  citizens  now  free,  of  whatever 
race,  exempt  from  military  service. 

6.  A  special  regulation  will  prescribe  the  details  in  regard  to  the  execution  of  this 
decree. 

Patria  y  Libcrtad,  Camagney,  February  26,  1869. 

The  assembly :  Salvador  de  Cisfieros,  Edwardo  Agramonte,  Ignacio  Agrauionte,  Fran- 
cisco Sanchez,  Antonio  Zauibraua. 

General  A.  CAJiTILLO. 
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No.  IS. 
Mr.  Plnmh  to  Jfr.  FM, 

Havana,  /September  16,  1869. 

I  find  tLat  there  was  published  here  in  the  "  Diario  de  la  Marina,^  c( 
the  14th  of  July  last,  the  only  version  of  the  insurgent  constitution  wliicfc 

I  have  seen  or  known  of  appearing  in  the  Spanish  papers  of  the  island. 

•  ••*•* 

In  this  constitution,  as  so  published,  it  appears  by  article  24  that  "All 
the  inhabitants  of  the  republic  are  entirely  free,"  and  so  is  in  harmony 
with  the  previous  proclamations  referred  to  in  Mr.  HalPs  and  Mr,  La 
Eeintrie's  dispatches.  It  does  not  a}>pear  to  me  to  be  likely  that  any 
other  copies  than  that  1  now  send  of  the  constitution,  and  those  sent  b\ 
Mr.  La  Keintrie  and  Mr.  Hall  of  the  proclamations  issued,  can  have  been 
published  here,  that  are  any  differently  worded  with  reference  to  slav- 
ery ;  for  these,  in  the  manner  in  which  the}'  have  been  i)rocured,  ap- 
pear to  have  been  designed  for  cireulntion  on  the  island  rather  than 
especially  to  be  sent  abroad. 


[lufltfsmo  in  No.  IH.] 

[DiHi-io  «U'  laMurir.ft.  Havuna,  July  14,  18ei». — TranMUiiuii.] 

The  Baiuleru  KHnafiola,  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  publisliasa  curious  Uocuiueut,  whicli  l^ 
«aid  to  have  been  found  in  Del  Gollo  street,  copied  on  a  half  sheet  of  paper,  torn  at  the 
creases  where  it  had  been  folded,  dirty  and  greasy.  It  is  nothinpr  lens  than  the  **Con- 
Htitution  of  tlie  (^nbaii  Rejiublie,"  and  is  as  follows  : 

"Cl'BAX    HKPrULK*." 

*'  Political  voniititation  irhivh  xhall  remain  in  fova  durintf  fhr  war  of  iiidepeudcnn .         ^ 

"AiiTicLE  1.  The  legislative  power  shall  reside  in  a  house  of  representatives. 

''AUT.  2.  Each  of  the  four  States  into  Avhich  tlie  island  is  henceforth  divided  shall  W 
equally  repre8ent<»d  in  the  house. 

"Art.  tS.  These  States  are:  Oriente,  ("anmgney,  Las  Villas,  and  Occi<lent«.*. 

"Art.  4.  Only  citizens  of  the  republic,  above  twenty  years  of  ajjje,  c;vn  be  reprr-itnt- 
atives. 

"Art.  5.  No  representative  can  hold  any  other  office  under  the  republic. 

"Art.  6.  When  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  representation  of  any  State  the  exeeutivt- 
of  the  same  shall  prescribe  measures  for  a  new  election. 

"  Art.  7.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  ai»i)oint  the  president,  vested  with  the 
executive  power,  the  general-in-chief,  the  president  of  the  sessions,  an<l  its  other  offi- 
cers. The  general-in-chief  is  subordinate  to  the  executive,  and  must  make  reports  to 
hini  of  his  operations. 

"  Art.  H.  The  following  pei-sons  shall  be  impeached  before  the  house  of  repi*esent4»- 
tives,  if  occasion  therefor  arises:  The  president  of  the  republic,  the  general-in-chief, 
and  the  members  of  the  house.  This  impeachment  may  l»o  made  by  any  citizen  ;  if  tli** 
house  find  it  worthy  of  attention  it  shall  submit  th«^  party  impeached  to  the  judicial 
power. 

"Art.  9.  The  house  of  represi«ntatives  may  depose  atjdeasure  the  funetiouaricM  whosf 
appointment  belongs  to  it. 

"Art.  10.  The  legislative  enactments  of  the  house  rccjuire,  itj  order  to  lM«comc  valiil. 
the  sanction  of  the  president. 

"Art.  11.  If  they  do  not  obtaiu  it  they  shall  be  returneil  to  the  bouse  for  further 
deliberation,  when  the  objections  presented  by  the  president  shall  be  considereil. 

"Art  12.  The  president  is  obliged  to  give  or  refuse  his  approval  to  any  law  whicli 
shall  be  proposed,  within  ten  days. 

"Art.  13.  Any  resolution  (law)  having  been  i»ns.sed  by  the  house  a  second  time,  the 
president  shall  be  obliged  to  sanction  it. 
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**  Art.  14.  The  following  shall  always  he  matters  to  be  settled  by  law :  Taxes,  public 
loans,  the  ratification  of  treaties,  the  declaration  and  conclusion  of  war,  the  authoriza- 
tion of  the  president  to  fprsint  letters  of  marqne  and  reprisal,  the  raising  and  main- 
taining of  troops,  the  providing  and  sustaining  of  a  fleet,  and  the  declaration  of  re- 
prisals against  an  enemy. 

**  Art.  15.  The  house  of  representatives  declares  itself  in  permanent  session  from  the 
moment  when  the  representatives  of  the  people  shall  ratify  this  fundamental  law  until 
the  close  of  the  war. 

**  Art.  16.  The  executive  power  shall  rejiide  in  the  president  of  the  republic. 

•*  Art.  17.  Any  one,  in  order  to  be  president,  must  be  at  least  thirty  years  of  age, 
and  have  been  bom  in  the  island  of  Cuba. 

**  Art.  18.  The  president  may  make  treaticH,  with  the  ratification  of  the  house,  i.  6., 
^subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  house. 

*'  Akt.  19.  lie  shall  appoint  ambassadors,  public  ministers,  and  consuls  of  the  repub- 
lic in  foreign  countries. 

*'  Art.  20.  He  shall  receive  ambassadors,  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted, and  send  his  dispatches  to  all  officers  of  the  republic. 

"Art.  21.  The  secretaries  of  the  government  (of  state,  &c.)  shall  be  nominated  by 
the  president  nnd  appointed  by  the  honse. 

"  Art.  22.  The  judicial  power  is  independent ;  its  organization  shall  bo  the  object 
of  a  special  law. 

**  Art.  23.  In  order  to  become  an  elector  the  same  conditions  are  required  as  in  order 
to  bo  elected. 

'*  Art.  24.  All  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  arc  entirely  free. 

**  Art.  25.  All  ritizenw  of  the  reiiublic  arc  considered  as  soldiers  of  tlH^  liberating 
aiTiiy. 

**  Akt.  26.  The  republic  recoguizes  no  dignities,  special  houoi*s,  or  })rivileges. 

•*  Art.  27.  Citizens  of  the  republic  shall  receive  no  honors  or  distinctions  from  a  for- 
eign country. 

**Art.  28.  The  houise  cannot  assail  religious  liberty,  the  freedom  of  the  press,  the 
right  of  j>etition,  nor  any  other  inalienable  right  of  the  jM^ople. 

**Akt.  29.  This  constitution  may  bo  amended  whenever  the  house  shall  unanimously 
so  determine. 

**  This  ccmstitution  was  voted  for  in  the  free  town  of  (juainniro,  on  the  lOth  of  April, 
1869,  by  the  citizens  Carlos  M.  de  C^spedes,  president  of  the  constituent  assembly,  and 
the  citizen  deputies  Salvador,  Cisueros,  Betancourt,  Francisco  Sanchez,  Miguel  Betan- 
court  Gnerra,  Igiiaeio  Agramoute  Ceiman,  Antonio  Zanibrana,  Jesus  Rodriguez,  An- 
tonio Alcala,  .Jose  Izagnirre,  Honorato  Castillo,  Miguel  Gc^ronimo  Gutierrez,  Avindio 
Garcia,  Tranquil ino  VaUlds,  Antonio.Lorda,  and  Edwardo  Machado  G<5mez." 

The  Bandera  Espafiola  adds  : 

•*  It  is  said  to  have  been  voted  for  by  the  citizen  Curios  M.  de  Cespedes,  (the  Most 
Excellent  is  here  wanting ;  what  irreverence  !)  and  the  citizen  deputies,  &c.  We  are 
not  informed,  however,  nor  do  we  know,  nor  does  any  one  know,  where,  when,  or  how 
the  voting  took  i)lace  in  the  various  towns  of  the  island  in  order  to  elect  these  fjcutle- 
nieii,  who,  as  the  constitution  says,  are  called  de])ntie8.  Of  what  districts,  of  what 
departments,  of  what  towns,  are  these  citizen  deputies  the  representatives  ?  Who 
elected  them  ?  Who  gave  them  the  right  or  authority  to  palm  themselves  off  upon  the 
country  as  representing  the  opinion  of  the  majority  t  Heaven  help  us !  Everything 
done  by  (mr  revolutionists  must  be  something  absurd  and  ridiculous." 


Xo.  19. 
Mr,  Bavin  to  ^^i\  Plumb. 


'}[  sBf  *^ 


No.  4(i.]  Washington,  September  28,  1869. 

**#*»♦•♦ 

We  are  also  informed  from  Madrid  that  a  decree  will  be  projected 
forthwith  for  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery,  while  the  general 
tenor  of  the  information  from  Cuba  is  the  other  way. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  department  should  know  at  an 
early  date  how  far  the  news  from  Madrid  can  be  depended  on.  Yon 
will,  therefore,  please  ascertain,  so  far  as  you  can  do  so  without  excit- 
ing suspicion,  whether  the  purposes  of  the  cabinet  at  Madrid  in  these 
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important  respects  are  known  in  Cuba,  and  whether  they  are  or  C4in  be 
carried  out.  I  need  not  point  out  to  you  how  delicate  an  investigation 
this  is;  how  sensitive  the  Spanish  authorities  may  be  at  even  the  insti- 
gation of  an  inquiry;  how  important  it  may  be  for  them  that  the  mat- 
ter should  be  kept  a  profound  secret  until  they  are  ready  to  act ;  nor 
how  cautiously  you  must  move  in  taking  any  steps  under  these  instruc- 
tions. Indeed,  I  should  hardly  feel  justified  in  giving  you  any  iustrnc 
tions  on  so  delicate  a  subject  were  it  not  that  the  late  public  news  from 
Cuba — later  than  any  dispatches  from  you — seems  to  indicate  that  there 
is  some  movement  going  on  under  the  surface  which  has  not  yet  been 
made  public.  *  •  •  •  •  ♦         '♦  • 


No.  20. 
Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Davis. — (Received  October  20.) 

No.  193.J  Havana,  October  21, 1809. 

•  •  •  •  «  • 

With  reference  to  the  question  of  slavery,  I  have  found  but  one  opin- 
ion here,  and  that  is,  that  its  abolition  is  now  a  question  only  of  whether 
it  shall  be  immediate,  or  extend  over  a  period  of,  say,  five  or  more  years. 
I  think  the  opinion  is  almost  universal  that  it  would  be  safer  for  all  in- 
terests that  the  measure  should  be  made  gradual,  freeing  at  once  all 
born  hereafter,  and,  by  a  system  of  regulated  labor,  accomplishing  total 
emancipation  within  a  brief  term  of  years. 

There  is  also  opposition  to  the  question  being  touched  until  the  depu- 
ties from  this  island  can  be  heard  in  the  Cortes  regarding  it,  and  there- 
fore a  belief  that  it  should  be  deferred  until  the  insurrection  shall  have 
been  i)ut  down. 

One  of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest,  slaveholder  on  the  island,  iu 
conversation  with  me  some  time  since,  stated  that  he  would  be  entirely 
willing  to  accept  abolition  eftected  in  a  term  of  five  years,  and  I  have 
met  no  one  yet  who  does  not  admit  the  measure,  if  accomplished  in  this 
manner,  to  be  not  only  necessary  but  desirable. 

But  I  do  not  find  any  expression  of  belief  in  official  quarters  that  a 
declaration  of  immediate,  total  abolition  would  be  practicable,  and  I  can 
hardly  think  the  government  of  Spain  designs  to  treat  the  question  in 
that  WM". 

A^jfiC;  tranquillity  here,  and  as  a  measure  to  be  accomplished  within  a 
perraV^f  five  or  eight  years,  I  doiiot  think  the  question  of  the  abolition 
of  slavery  on  this  island  would  present  any  serious  difficulties,  nor  would 
it,  in  this  manner,  be  attended,  it  is  believed,  with  any  great  disturbance 
of  the  labor  or  the  production  of  the  island. 

There  certainly  does  not  exist  here  now  any  extended  belief  in  the 
possibility  of  the  preservation  of  the  institution,  and  the  character  of 
the  present  government  of  Spain  would  appear  to  render  its  early  ter- 
mination certain,  so  far  as  may  dei)end  upon  action  from  that  quarter. 
By  immediate  abolition,  as  referred  to  in  your  dispatch,  may  be  meant 
the  freedom  of  all  born  after  the  date  of  the  decree,  as  also,  ]>erhai>s. 
total  emancipation  within  a  brief  period.  Instantaneous  abolition,  while 
it  might,  if  there  is  tranquillity,  not  be  so  destructive  to  labor  here  asii 
is  elsewhere,  would  yet,  it  is  believed,  create  great  apprehension  and 
disorganization,  as  also  political  dissatisfaction. 
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No.  21. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Davis. — (Received  May  26.) 

No.  122.]  Havana,  May  20, 1870. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy 
a.TicL  translation  of  a  proclamation,  dated  the  14th  instant,  at  Puerto 
I^rincipe,  and  issued  by  Captain  General  de  Eodas,  emancipating  such 
slaves,  belonging  to  insurgents  and  their  foreign  aids,  who  have  tendered 
tlieir  services  to  the  Spanish  armies  in  Cuba. 

1  also  transmit  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  spirited  article  from  the 
Xja.  Discusion,  of  Madrid,  of  April  6  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  the  abo- 
lition of  African  slavery  in  Cuba. 


[Inclofmre  1  in  No.  20.] 
[TranslatioQ.— Official.  ] 

SUPERIOR  POLITICAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  CUBA. 

Consonantly  to  the  information  from  the  most  excellent  council  of  administratioUi 
and  in  exercise  of  the  extraordinary  powers  with  which  I  am  invested,  I  decree  as 
follows : 

Sole  Article.  All  slaves  belonging  to  persons  involved  in  the  insurrection  or  in 
foreign  conntries  acting  in  behalf  of  tne  same,  and  who  have  taken  up  arms  to  accom- 
pany onr  forces,  as^weU  as  those  who  have  served  as  guides  to  the  same,  or  given  any 
other  service  important  to  the  war,  which  may  be  understood  or  held  as  analogous 
with  the  purport  of  the  law  No.  3,  chapter  22,  part  4,  section  4,  shall  be  declared  free. 

For  the  fniiillment  of  the  above  decree,  the  commanders  of  columns  or  the  lieutenant 
governors  shall  avail  themselves  of  convenient  opportunity  to  recognize  the  services 
tendered  by  each  one  of  these  slaves,  as  well  as  the  individual  to  whom  it  may  con- 
cern, and  to  bring  the  same  to  the  knowledge  of  the  superior  government  for  its  favor- 
able consideration. 

CABALLERO  DE  R0DA8. 

Puerto  Prinxipe,  May  14, 1870. 


[Inclosnre  S  hi  No.  20.] 
[From  the  La  Discusion,  of  Madrid,  of  April  26,  1870.] 

There  is  a  party  in  Cuba,  a  party  in  Spain,  that  labors  incessantly  against  reforms  in 
our  Antilles.  That  party  is  the  "  negro"  party,  the  partisans  of  slavery,  of  those  who 
have  made  immense  fortunes  out  of  the  blood  and  sweat  of  their  fellow-beings.  They 
control  the  press,  and  would  also  control  the  government.  But  that  party  will  not 
realize  its  purpose.  Happen  what  may,  slavery  will  be  abolished !  Spain  will  not 
anstain  that  infamous  institution  that  debases  her  in  the  eyes  of  all  enlightened  and 
civilized  nations. 

It  is  clear  the  members  of  the  clubs, ''  casinos,''  of  Havana,  Cardenas,  d&c,  do  not 
like  the  idea  of  becoming  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  they  prefer  to  be  our  com- 
patriots as  long  as  we  will  maintain  slaverv  and  their  special  system  of  government. 

Let  Spain  suppress  slavery ;  let  her  establish  in  that  distant  region  an  honest,  lib- 
eral, and  Just  aiaministration,  and  then  we  will  see  how  these  worthy  patriots,  whose 
only  occuiNition  is  buying  and  selling  their  fellow-beings,  will  curse  us. 


No.  22. 

JBxtractfram  a  letter  to  Mr.  Davis. — (Received  May  20.) 

Havana,  May  14, 1870. 
•  •••••• 

Bank-notes  are  now  at  a  depreciation  of  from  2J^  to  3  per  cent.,  and 
gold  rising  in  price. 
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This  latter  is  said  to  be  caused  by  a  very  large  special  draft  by  the 
Madrid  goverament  upon  the  Cubau  treasury,  who  are  of  course  buy- 
ing largely  all  the  exchange  they  can  get  upon  Europe.  It  is  whispered 
that  this  draft  amounts  to  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  a  condition 
has  been  made  by  the  Madrid  government  to  the  effect  that,  if  said  &am 
be  at  once  provided  for,  nothing  will  be  done  at  Madrid  in  furtherance 
of  the  proposed  constitution  for  Porto  Eico,  or  for  the  abolition  of  negrv 
slavery  in  Cuba,  anything  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

This  statement  is  hypothetical,  but  I  have  it  from  respectable  au- 
thority. 
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41st  Congbess,  )  SENATE.  ( Ex.  Doc. 

2d  Session.      j  \  No.  114. 


MESSAGE 

OF  THE 

PRESIDENT  OF   THE  UNITED   STATES 


rOMMUNICATLNG, 


In  compliance  tcith  tJte  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  Sth  instantj  copies  of 
correspondence  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  concerning 
questions  pending  between  the  two  countries. 


Jr LY  14,  1870. — Read,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  l>e  printed. 


To  tlie  Senate  of'tlie  United  States: 

In  answer  to-  their  resolution  of  the  Sth  instant,  I  transmit  to  the 
Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  which 
accompanied  it. 

U.  8.  GRANT. 

Washington,  July  13, 1870. 


Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  July  13, 1870. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Senate  on  the  Sth  instant,  requesting  the  President  to  communi- 
cate to  that  body,  if  compatible  with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  any 
correspondence  between  the  United  States  aud  Great  Britain  concerning 
questions  pending  between  the  two  countries,  not  heretofore  communi- 
cated, has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President  the  papers  mentioned  in 
the  annexed  descriptive  list. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
The  President. 


List  of  papers. 

No.  1.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Motley,  No.  119,  December  22,  1869.  The 
Senate  having  called  for  correspondence  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  Mr.  Fish  has  sent  Lord  Clarendon's  note  of  November  6, 
but  has  not  sent  the  "  Notes,"  because  there  was  nothing  to  indicate  that 
they  contained  the  official  views  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

No.  2.  Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  216,  January  13,  1870.  Acknowl- 
edging Mr.  Fish's  No.  119.    Account  of  an  interview  with  Lord  Claren- 
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don,  iu  which  the  subjects  of  the  naturalizatiou  treaty,  the  San  Juan 
water  boundary,  and  the  Alabama  claims  were  discussed.  Lord  Clar- 
endon regrurds  the  course  of  the  United  States  upon  water  boundary 
convention  as  discourteous,  and  thinks  Mr.  Fish  should  have  sent  the 
British  *' IN^otes'^  to  the  Senate. 

No.  3.-Iibrd  Clarendon  to  Mr.  Thornton,  l^o.  22,  January  21,  1870. 
Expressift^  surprise  that  no  communication  has  been  made  to  the  British 
government  about  the  San  Juan  water  boundary  convention. 

No.  4.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Motley,  No.  149,  February  14, 1870.  p:xplaiuing 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  "Notes"  were  received,  and  the 
reasons  which  this  government  had  for  regarding  them  as  unofficial; 
and  instructing  Mr.  Motley  to  inquire  whether  they  are  to  be  regarded 
as  official. 

No.  5.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Motley,  No.  151,  February  15,  1870.  Loni 
Clarendon's  charge  of  discourtesy  a«  to  the  water  boundary  convention 
excites  regret.  The  course  of  this  government  has  not  proceeded  from 
a  want  of  desire  to  observe  strict  courtesy  toward  the  government  of 
Great  Britain.  As  to  the  San  Juan  water  boundary,  the  British  gov- 
ernment were  informed  from  the  outset  by  this  government  that,  until 
the  naturalization  question  was  settled,  any  attempt  to  settle  other 
questions  would  be  unavailing.  The  naturalization  question  was  not 
settled  when  the  time  for  exchanging  ratifications  of  the  water  boundary 
convention  expired. 

No.  6.  Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  274,  March  10,  1870.  Has  rea<l 
to  Lord  Clarendon  Mr.  Fish's  No.  151  and  left  copy.  Lord  C.  expressed 
satisfac.tion. 

No.  7.  Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  278,  March  17, 1870.  Further  as 
to  the  "Notes,"  inclosing  copy  of  Mr.  Motley's  note  to  Lord  Clarendon 
under  the  instructions  in  Mr.  Fish's  No.  149. 

No.  8.  Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  282,  March  19, 1870.  Inclosing  a 
not«  from  Lord  Clarendon  as  to  the  character  to  be  given  to  the  "  Notes." 
They  represent  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  government,  and  are  in  the 
nature  of  an  historical  statement. 

No.  9.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Motley,  No.  190,  April  25, 1870.  Acknowledg- 
ing receipt  of  Mr.  Motley's  No.  282,  commenting  ui)on  Lord  Clarendon's 
note  in  Mr.  Motley's  No.  282,  and  concluding  that  this  government  will 
(unless  invited  by  her  Majesty's  government  to  a  different  course)  regard 
the  " Notes''  as  no  part  of  the  official  correspondence. 

No.  10.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Motley,  No.  211,  June  10, 1870.  Transmitting 
copy  of  a  note  (dated  May  24, 1870)  from  Lord  Clai-endon  to  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton about  the  "Notes."  Her  Majesty's  government  agree  with  Mr.  Fish 
that  it  is  not  expedient  to  prolong  the  discussion  on  points  on  which 
there  is  little  hope  of  being  able  to  agree. 


No.  1. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Motley. 

No.  119. J  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  Dece^nber  22, 18(>9. 
Sir  :  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  20th  instant  *'  resolved 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  communicate  to 
the  Senate,  if  in  his  opinion  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interests, 
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copies  of  any  correspondence  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  concerning  questions  pending  between  the  two  countries,  since 
the  rejection  of  the  claims  convention  by  the  Senate.'^ 

In  response  to  this  resolution,  the  President  has,  this  morning,  sent  to 
the  Senate  a  message,*  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy,  together  with  a  list  of 
the  correspondence  accompanying  it. 

You  will  observe  that  while  the  note  of  Lord  Clarendon  to  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton, of  the  Cth  of  November  last,  referred  to  in  your  No.  168,  is  made 
public,  the  paper  entitled  "  Notes"  on  Mr.  Fish's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Motley, 
of  25tli  of  September,  1869,  respecting  the  Alabama,  &c.,  claims,  also 
referred  to  in  your  No.  168,  does  not  accompany  the  President's  message. 
It  is  perhaps  proper  that  an  explanation  should  be  made  of  the  reason 
for  this  omission. 

When  Mr.  Thornton,  in  obedience  to  his  instructions,  and  at  my  re- 
quest, handed  me  a  copy  of  the  "  Notes"  (which  you  will  observe  are 
not  dated  or  signed)  he  left  with  me  no  written  paper  to  indicate 
that  they  were  to  be  regarded  definitively  and  officially  as  the  views  of 
her  Majesty's  government  on  the  matters  discussed  in  them.  And  since 
Lord  Clarendon,  in  his  note  of  the  6th  of  November,  had  expressly  de- 
clined to  follow  me  in  the  discussion  of  the  issues  presented  by  my  No. 
70,  of  the  25th  September  last,  I  was  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  her 
Majesty's  government  do  not  desire  this  government  to  regard  the 
"Note*"  as  a  response  to  the  views  which  you  were  instructed  to  pre- 
sent to  Lord  Clarendon,  and  that  therefore  I  should  not  be  justified  in 
giving  that  character  to  it  by  transmitting  it  to  the  Senate  as  a  part  of 
the  "  correspondence." 

You  will,  when  an  opportunity  ofiers,  make  this  explanation  to  Lord 
Clarendon. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

John  Lothrop  Motley,  Esq.,  d-c,  drc,  &c. 


No.  2. 
Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Fish. 
[Received  January  26,  1870.] 

No.  216.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  13, 1870. 

SiB:  Keferriug  to  your  No.  Ill),  of  the  22d  of  December,  I  bave  the 
honor  to  state  that  I  had  a  long  conversation  with  Lord  Clarendon  at 
the  Foreign  Office  on  the  12th  instant. 

In  answer  to  a  question  concerning  the  proposed  bill  on  the  subject 
of  naturalization,  I  understood  him  to  say  that  it  was  nearly  ready  and 
would  be  placed  before  Parliament  at  an  early  day  in  the  coming  ses- 
sion. 

It  will  probably  embody  such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  the  principles  of  the  protocol  of  the  9th  October,  1868,  on  this 
subject,  between  the  United  States  government  and  that  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, so  that  the  protocol  may  be  connected  into  a  treaty,  while  the 
variety  of  details  embraced  in  the  elaborate  report  of  the  commission  on 

*  For  meuBage  of  the  President,  see  Senate  Executive  Document  No.  10,  forty-firet 
Cou^jpress,  second  session. 
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naturalization,  and  which  have  such  extensive  ramifications  throughout 
the  complex  [system]  of  communities,  colonies,  and  dependencies  which 
make  up  the  British  Empire,  might  be  left  for  futul^  legislation. 

I  expressed  satisfaction  at  this  prospect,  saying  that  the  United 
States  government  was  anxious  to  see  this  arrangement  completed. 

His  lordship  answered  by  expressing  his  regret  that  there  did  not 
seem  to  be  the  same  anxiety  at  Washington  to  complete  the  arrange- 
ment which  had  been  made  in  regard  to  the  water  boundary,  appear- 
ances seeming  to  indicate  that  the  convention  for  leaving  the  dispute 
to  arbitration  would  not  be  ratified  or  even  acted  upon  by  the  Senate, 
a  result  which  he  considered  would  be  discourteous  to  her  Majesty's 
government.  I  replied  that  the  twelve  months  for  ratification  had  not 
yet  expired;  that  we  had  dates  by  mail  only  to  the  3l8t  of  December, 
and  by  telegraph  to  the  10th  of  January;  and  that  it  would  be  better  to 
wait  for  the  result.  I  had  been  instructed,  on  leaving  the  United 
Stat.es,  to  say  that  the  convention  had  been  considered  in  the  Senate; 
which  body  had,  however,  adjourned  without  coming  to  a  vote  upon  it, 
but  that,  in  the  usual  order  of  business,  it  would  be  before  the  Senate 
when  Congress  should  reassemble.  Hitherto  I  had  not  been  informed 
of  any  indications  to  the  contrary. 

I  then  explained  to  him,  as  you  had  instructed  me  in  your  above- 
mentioned  dispatch  to  do,  that,  from  the  list  of  papers  sent  to  the  Senate 
by  the  President  on  the  22d  ultimo,  the  paper  entitled  *' Notes  on  Mr. 
Fish's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Motley  of  25th  September,  1869,  respecting  the 
Alabama,  &c.,  claims,"  had  been  omitted  because  you  had  been  forced 
to  the  conclusion  that  her  Majesty's  government  did  not  desire  the 
government  of  the  United  States  to  regard  those  "Notes"  as  a  re^M>n8e 
to  the  views  set  forth  in  your  dispatch  to  me  of  the  25th  of  Sept<ember 
last,  Mr.  Thornton  not  having  indicated,  in  writing,  that  they  were  to 
be  definitively  and  officially  so  regarded. 

His  lordship  said  that  he  had  been  much  surprised  at  the  omission 
of  the  paper,  because,  although  he  would  have  preferred  that  the  corre- 
spondence should  remain  unpublished  for  the  present,  he  thought,  an 
the  publication  was  to  be  made,  that  the  '* Notes"  should  have  been 
included. 

I  observed  that,  as  his  lordship  liad  stated  in  a  separate  dispatch  to 
Mr.  Thornton  the  determination  of  her  Majesty's  government  not  to  fol- 
low the  United  States  Secretary  of  State  through  the  long  reeapitula- 
tion  of  the  various  points  of  the  correspondence  between  the  two  gov- 
ernments during  several  years,  it  was  reasonable  that  you  should  not 
think  yourself  justified  in  giving  an  official  character  to  the  paper  in 
question,  by  transmitting  it  to  the  Senate  a«  part  of  the  correspond- 
ence. 

I  also  read  the  whole  of  your  dispatch  No.  119  to  his  lordship,  calling 
his  attention  to  its  date,  22d  December,  two  days  accordingly  before 
publication  had  been  made  of  parts  of  the  same  corre^i)ondeuee  in  the 
London  Gazette  of  Friday,  24th  December  last. 

His  lordship  repeated  his  opinion  that  the ''Notes"  ought  to  have 
been  included  in  the  papers  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  adding  that  the 
documents  had  been  communicated  to  the  London  Gazette  only  when 
telegraphic  information  had  been  received  that  they  had  been  made 
public  in  the  United  States.  With  regard  to  your  sugge^stion  that  the 
'*  Notes"  were  not  dated  or  signed,  his  lordship  expressed  the  opinion 
that  they  should  be  considered  as  bearing  the  same  date  as  that  of  the 
dispatch  to  which  they  were  appended. 

I  ventured  to  remind  his  loi^ship  that,  so  far  as  the  omission  might 
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be  considered  as  prejudicial  to  a  due  exhibition  to  the  American  public 
of  the  latest  views  of  her  Majesty's  government  on  the  subject  which 
had  already  been  so  voluminously  and  elaborately  discussed  for  several 
years  between  the  two  governments,  the  detriment  would  perliaps  have 
been  already  repaired  by  the  reproduction  from  the  London  Gazette  in 
American  journals  of  the  "Notes"  and  of  such  other  parts  of  the  corre- 
spondence as  had  been  made  public  in  England  and  not  in  the  United 
States. 

His  lordship  proceeded  to  comment  upon  your  dispatch  No.  70,  saying 
that  it  was  difficult  to  look  for  hopeful  negotiations  when  so  strong  an  in- 
dictment against  the  English  government  as  was  contained  in  that  paper 
wras  considered  by  the  United  States  government  as  conciliatory.  I  said 
that  I  believed  that  the  statements  contained  in  your  dispatch  com- 
manded the  cordial  approbation  and  assent  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
American  people,  and  that  the  paper  was  looked  upon .  in  the  United 
States  as  a  calm,  dispassionate,  and  reasonable  setting  forth  of  the 
case — ^as  moderate  as  it  was  forcible. 

I  ventured  to  remind  him  that  in  the  first  interview  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  have  with  him,  as  well  as  all  subsequent  interviews,  whenever 
these  unfortunate  difterences  had  been  touched  upon,  I  had  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  first  step  toward  a  re-establishment  of  friendly  and 
honorable  relations  between  the  two  nations  was  for  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment and  the  British  people  to  look  plainly  at  the  case  as  we  re- 
garded it,  and  to  become  familiar  with  the  deep  sense  of  wrong  for 
which  we  considered  reparation  to  be  due.  The  painful  fact  remained, 
in  spj^e  of  all  discussion,  that,  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  war, 
English-built,  armed,  manned,  and  equipped  ships  had  been  systemati- 
cally employed  in  burning  American  merchant. vessels ;  a  general  sense 
of  wrong  thus  excited  could  hardly  be  expected  to  subside  without  any 
attempt  at  reparation.  His  lordship  intimated  that  it  had  been  found 
impossible  to  prevent  these  evasions  of  the  law,  in  spite  of  the  efforts 
of  government ;  to  which  I  responded  that  it  had  been  found  practica- 
ble to  prevent  similar  misdemeanors  in  the  United  States  on  many 
memorable  occasions,  and  I  took  occasion,  by  way  of  example,  to  dwell 
particularly  on  the  expeditious  manner  in  which  affidavits  had  been 
filed  by  telegraph  in  the  case  of  the  Maury,  in  1855,  and  the  ship  in- 
stantly libeled  by  the  United  States  government  and  held  until  declared 
innocent  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  British  representative  in  the 
United  States.  Allusions  were  made,  in  the  course  of  the  conversation, 
to  proposed  changes  in  the  law,  which  his  lordship  expressed  himself 
heartily  in  favor  of,  according  to  the  suggestions  in  your  dispatch.  He 
alluded  to  his  having  himself  proposed  such  changes  to  Mr.  Adams.  I 
took  the  liberty  of  repeating,  what  I  had  frequently  intimated  before, 
that  the  people  in  the  United  States  would  hardly  think  it  reasonable  to 
provide  for  the  security  of  other  nations  in  the  possible  contingencies 
of  the  future,  against  the  very  injuries  to  which  we  had  been  obliged  to 
submit,  so  long  as  those  injuries  were  justified,  or  at  least  left  unre- 
dressed. On  several  occasions  in  our  history  we  had  altered  our  laws 
at  the  instance  of  other  goveniments,  England  among  the  rest,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  perpetration  of  wrong  upon  friendly  nations,  while  the 
British  government,  in  the  midst  of  the  war,  (our  commerce  then  suffer- 
ing from  the  depredations  of  cruisers  fitted  out  in  British  ports,)  had 
informed  Mr.  Adams  that  the  British  laws  then  in  force  required  no 
alteration  and  were  sufficiently  effective.  If  that  was  the  case  then, 
why  did  they  require  alteration  now  f  Disasters  were  to  be  feared  in 
the  future,  1  thought,  if  affairs  should  remain  in  their  present  condi- 
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tion ;  for  it  was  doubtful,  if  the  Ciises  were  reversed  at  some  future 
period,  whether  the  British  government  and  people  would  quietly  sub- 
mit to  the  same  amount  of  damage  to  their  commercial  marine  by  ille- 
gally equipped  cruisers  from  our  ports,  as  that  which  we  had  suJBfered 
from  the  ships  which  were  fitted  out  from  the  Mersey  and  Clyde. 

The  rulings  in  the  Alexandra  would  make  commerce  the  prey  to  un- 
numbered Alabamas,  all  that  was  necessary  to  legalize  expeditions 
against  a  friendly  power  being  to  di\ide  them  into  two  or  three  parts, 
and  make  the  junction  three  miles  from  the  coast. 

It  was  because  the  widespread  disasters  which  might  flow  from  such 
precedents  were  deprecated  that  we  hoped  that  some  means  might  be 
found,  now  that  peace  happily  prevailed,  to  arrange  honorably  and 
equitably  this  great  difference  between  the  two  nations. 

I  could  not  understand  how  a  temperate  and  dispassionate  statement, 
like  the  dispatch  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  could  be  considered  other- 
wise than  conciliatory.  Certainly,  if  all  the  proceedings  of  which  we 
complain  were  to  be  persistently  justified  by  the  British  government,  it 
was  difficult  to  see  how  these  differences  could  be  satisfactorily  arranged. 
If  such  proceedings  were  wrong,  they  required  reparation ;  if  they  were 
lawful,  they  might  form  an  unfortunate  precedent  for  the  future. 

Lord  Clarendon  said  that  he  would  certainly  be  very  averse  from 
saying  or  doing  anything  to  envenom  the  dispute,  repeating  ivhat  he 
had  expressed  in  all  our  interviews — his  sincere  and  earnest  desire  for 
peace  and  amity. 

I  assured  him  that  the  President  and  tlie  United  States  government 
were  earnestly  desirous  of  peace  and  the  establishment  of  amicable  rela- 
tions between  the  two  governments,  upon  honorable,  equitable,  and  dur- 
able terms.  Certainly,  all  my  humble  efforts  would  be  to  that  end,  and 
nothing  left  undone  consistently  with  devotion  to  the  honor  and  interests 
of  my  own  country.  The  responsibility  was  great  on  those  to  whom  any 
part  of  the  relations  between  two  such  powerful  communities  were  con- 
fided, to  provide  now  in  time  of  peace  for  the  great  calamities  which  all 
men  saw  were  possible,  if  matters  remained  as  they  did  now  in  case  of 
future  wars. 

This,  as  accurately  as  I  can  remember  it,  is  the  substance  of  the  con- 
versation which  arose  out  of  my  making  the  explanations,  according  to 
the  instructions  in  your  dispatch  No.  119,  and  which,  although  of  a 
somewhat  informal  nature,  I  think  should  be  reported  to  j'ou  as  faith- 
fully as  my  memory  enables  me  to  do.  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  de- 
sire of  the  President  that  the  negotiations  on  this  important  subject 
should  be  conducted,  whenever  reopened,  at  Washington. 
I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  3. 

Lord  Clarendon  to  Mr.  Thornton. 

[Received  February  10, 1870,  at  Department  of  State] 

No.  22.]  Foreign  Office,  January  21, 1870. 

8m :  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  state  to  Mr.  Fish  that  her  Majesty's 
government  have  seen  with  some  surprise  that  the  14th  day  of  thift 
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month  and  successive  days  have  been  allowed  to  pass  over  without 
any  communication  being  made  to  them,  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
nieut  of  the  United  States,  resi>ecting  tlie  San  Juan  convention,  which, 
under  the  authority  of  his  government,  Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson  signed 
with  me  on  the  14th  of  January,  1869,  and  of  which  the  tenth  article 
provided  that  "  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  at  London  as  soon 
as  may  be,  twelve  months  from  the  date  hereof." 

You  reported  in  your  dispatch  Xo.  159,  of  the  26th  of  April,  that  the 
Senate  had  decided  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  convention 
should  be  deferred  until  the  next  session  of  that  body,  which  would 
open  in  December ;  but,  as  far  as  her  Majesty's  government  are  in- 
formed, the  Senate,  since  its  reassembling  in  December,  has  not  taken 
the  convention  into  consideration. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  might  unquestionably,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  its  constitutional  powers,  have  declined  to  advise  the  President 
to  ratify  the  San  Juan  convention,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  had 
declined  to  advise  him  to  ratify  the  claims  convention.  But  her  Maj- 
esty's government  cannot  but  observe  that  when  the  Senate  had  come 
to  that  decision  in  regard  to  the  latter  convention,  no  time  was  lost  in 
making  it  known  to  her  Majesty's  government.  But,  in  the  case  of  the 
San  Juan  convention,  no  explanation  whatever  has  been  made  to  them 
of  the  action  taken  upon  it  by  the  Senate,  or  of  the  reasons  why  the 
convention  has  been  allowed  to  lapse  without  observation  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States. 

You  will  read  this  dis])atch  to  Mr.  Fish,  and,  if  he  sliould  desire  it, 
furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  it. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

CLARENDON. 


No.  4. 
j}fr.  FM  to  Mr.  Motley. 

No.  140.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  14,  1870. 

Sir:  I  tind  it  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  yourself,  and,  through 
you,  that  of  the  Earl  of  CLarendon,  to  some  incidents  and  suggestions 
of  late  dispatches,  in  order  to  the  clear  understanding  of  the  present 
attitude  of  some  of  the  questions  now  pending  between  the  two  govern- 
ments. 

Mr.  Thornton  called  at  the  department  on  the  19th  of  November  last, 
and  read  to  me,  and  left  with  me,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  addressed  to  him 
by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  the  6th  of  November  last,  dedicated  to  the 
consideration  of  my  dispatch  of  the  25th  of  September  last,  in  which 
the  Earl  of  Clarendon  says: 

And  it  is  because  they  eanieetly  desire  to  hasten  the  period  at  which  these  important 
objects  may  be  accomplished  that  her  Majesty's  f^overnment  have  determined  not  to 
follow  Mr.  Fish  through  the  long  recapitulation  of  the  various  points  that  have  been, 
discussed  in  the  voluminous  corresjjondence  that  has  taken  pJaco  between  the  two 
governments  for  several  years. 

The  language  of  this  paragraph  is  clear  and  explicit.  For  important 
and  sufficient  reasons,  stated  v/ith  precision  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 
her  Majesty's  government  declined  to  take  up  and  discuss  the  points  of 
my  dispatch  of  the  25th  of  September. 

The  Earl  of  Chirendoii  does  not  present,  as  one  of  the  reasons  for 
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this  cletermiiiatioQ,  that  my  dispatch  was  not  au  official  paper,  discussing 
officially  matters  of  moment  to  both  governments.  To  the  contrary  of 
this,  throughout  this  dispatch,  he  treats  mine  as  official,  recapitulates 
and  responds  to  material  parts  of  it,  and  propounds  responsive  proposi- 
tions on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government.  At  the  same  time,  Mr. 
Thornton  left  with  me  an  unsigned  paper,  entitled  "Notes,''  consisting 
of  an  argumentative  commentary  on  the  contents  of  my  dispatch  of  the 
25th  of  September.  I  was  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  the  purpose  of  her 
Majesty's  government;  that  is,  to  perceive  whether  it  did  or  did  not 
intend  to  be  understood  as  "determined  not  to  follow"  me  in  discussion 
of  the  points  of  controversy  between  the  two  government*.  The  Earl 
of  Clarendon's  dispatch  expressed  absolute  determination  not  to  do 
this;  and,  nevertheless,  it  seemed  to  be  done  in  fact  in  and  by  these 
"Notes." 

In  the  presence  of  such  uncertainty  in  this  respect,  it  was  considered 
more  just  to  adopt  the  course  of  comity  and  of  favorable  construction, 
and  before  adopting  any  positive  conclusion  to  wait  for  reflex^tion  and 
for  such  possible  solutions  of  doubt  in  the  process  of  time  as  circum 
stances  might  afford.  There  wa^  nothing  in  the  state  of  controversy  to 
forbid  such  course  or  to  prejudice  by  it  any  interest  of  the  United 
States. 

Meanwhile  the  pre-existing  uncerUiinty  in  this  respect  was  augmented 
by  the  publication  in  the  London  Gazette,  of  the  2-4th  of  December  last, 
of  "Correspondence  with  the  United  States  minister  at  Washington,'' 
in  which  appears  a  second  dispatch  from  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  of  No- 
vember 6, 1869,  which  first  came  under  my  observation  as  thus  published 
by  the  Foreign  Office  in  the  London  Gazette.  In  this  dispatch  I  find  to 
my  surprise  that  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  professed  to  look  npon  my  dis- 
patch of  the  25th  of  September  as  "not  being  of  a  strictly  official 
character,"  and  as  being  communicated  to  him  personally  rather  than 
as  the  representative  of  the  Queen's  government,  and  that  therefore  he 
did  not  think  it  necessary  in  his  "official  reply  to  the  communication 
made  by  Mr.  Motley"  to  express  dissent  from  the  statements  made  in 
my  dispatch. 

In  the  formal  determination  expressed  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  in 
his  first  dispatch  to  Mr.  Thornton,  of  November  6,  not  to  pursue  tht^ 
discussion,  and  in  the  delivery  of  the  paper  entitled  "Notes,^  then' 
seemed  to  be  contradiction  between  words  and  acts;  but  as  the  "Notes" 
were  without  date  and  unsigned,  as  they  were  unofficial  in  tenor  and 
form,  and  as,  therefore,  they  did  not  afford  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States  opportunity  to  treat  them  as  an  official  reply  of  the 
Queen's  govenimeut  to  that  of  the  United  States,  it  was  necessary  for 
the  latter  either  to  leave  them  unanswered,  or,  in  answering  them,  to 
call  in  question  the  frankness  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

The  tenor  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon's  second  dispatch  of  the  Oth  of 
November,  and  the  appearance  of  the  "Notes'' in  the  "Correspondence" 
published  by  the  Foreign  Office,  but,  when  thus  made  public,  elevated 
into  the  dignity  of  "  Observations,"  serve  to  increase  the  uncertainty  of 
construction  in  this  respect  which  the  delivery  of  the  "  Notes"  in  con- 
nection with  the  Earl  of  Clarendon's  first  dispatch  of  the  Oth  of  Novem 
ber  produced. 

The  reference  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  ni  the  second  dispatch  of  the 
6th  of  November  to  a  passage  in  my  dispatch  of  the  2oth  of  September 
adds  still  more  to  this  uncertainty.  I  addressed  that  dispatch  to  yon 
with  authority  to  read  it  and  deliver  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Earl  of  Claren- 
don in  accordance  with  diplomatic  usage. 
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This  you  did  at  the  Foreign  Office  on  the  15th  of  October,  as  appears 
by  Lord  Clarendon's  dispatch  of  Gth  November,  which  Mr.  Thornton 
read  to  me.  Lord  Clarendon  then  treated  it  as  an  official  paper,  remark- 
ing that  he  would  not  then  enter  into  any  discnssion  on  tlie  subject,  yet 
he  faoi)ed  that  his  silence  would  not  be  considered  to  indicate  that  the 
•'  dispatch"  (not  a  private  communication)  did  not  admit  of  a  complete 
reply.  He  itquested  a  copy  of  it,  "  as  he  would  not  undertake  from 
memory  accurately  to  report  to  his  colleagues  the  contents.''  He  fur- 
ther says  that  "Mr.  Motley  agreed  to  do  so  if  1  (he)  would  ask  him  for 
it  officially^^  and  he  accordingly  addressed  to  him  (Mr.  Motley)  the  same 
afternoon  a  letter  dated  at  the  Foreign  Office,  requesting  a  copy  of  "the 
long  and  important  dispatch"  "  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  to  his  col- 
leagues," as  if  it  was  at  that  time  regarded  as  of  an  official  character, 
and  as  communicated  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  as  the  representative  of 
the  Queen's  government. 

When  Mr.  Thornton  called  at  this  department  on  the  19th  of  Novem- 
ber, I  was  on  the  point  of  departure  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  cabinet. 
His  visit  was  not  expected.  I  mentioned  to  him  the  necessity  of  my 
immediate  departure,  but  at  his  request  delayed  to  hear  the  dispatch  of 
0th  of  November,  which  he  was  instructed  to  read  to  me,  and  to  leave 
a  copy  of  it  if  recjuested.  lie  then  produced  a  longer  paper,  which  he 
stated  he  was  also  instructed  to  read.  I  objected  on  account  of  the 
shortness  of  time,  as  I  could  then  barely  reach  the  President  before  the 
hour  appointed  for  the  cabinet  meeting.  He  then  proposed  to  leave 
the  paper  with  me,  if  I  would  consider  it  as  having  been  read,  to  which 
I  assented,  reserving  the  right  to  return  to  him  the  copy  if  on  perusal 
I  should  lind  in  it  anything  (which  I  remarked  I  did  not  think  at  all 
probable)  that  would  be  improper  or  objectionable  to  place  among  the 
papers  of  this  office.  With  this  understanding  I  received  the  paper  (at 
that  time)  entitled  "  Notes,"  without  its  being  read.  It  was  the  evening 
of  that  day  (after  the  cabinet  meeting)  before  I  road  or  knew  the  con- 
tents of  tifiat  paper.  I  had  nothing  to  excite  my  suspicion  that  Lord 
Clarendon  claimed  to  have  received  my  dispatch  No.  70  as  a  communi- 
cation to  him  personally  rather  than  a>s  the  representative  of  the  Queen's 
government.  Any  intimation  of  that  nature  would  necessarily  have  in- 
duced a  very  different  course  of  action  on  my  part.  Lord  Clarendon's 
own  acts  had  negatived  any  such  hypothesis.  I  w^as  indeed  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  the  apparent  discrepancy  between  the  views  of  her  Majesty's 
government,  as  officially  communicated  to  me,  and  the  views  of  the  un- 
known writer  of  the  anonymous  "  Notes."  When  the  correspondence  was 
called  for  by  the  Senate,  being  ignorant  of  the  character  to  be  assigned 
to  the  "  Notes,"  I  did  not  transmit  them  to  that  body,  and  instructed  you 
in  my  No.  Ill)  to  explain  to  Lord  Clarendon  the  reason  why  I  had  not 
done  so. 

This  uncertainty  continued  until  the  receipt  of  the  London  Gazette 
of  24th  December,  when  I  first  saw  the  letter  that  Lord  Clarendon  had, 
on  the  6th  November,  written  to  Mr.  Thornton,  in  which  he  disclaimed 
the  official  character  in  which  he  had  appeared  in  the  former  note  of  the 
same  date,  which  had  been  read  to  me  by  Mr.  Thornton  and  of  which 
he  was  authorized  to,  and  did,  give  me  a  copy.  This  publication  first 
gave  to  the  "Notes"  (or  "Observations")  an  official  significance. 

In  view  of  all  this,  the  President  has  instructed  me  to  address  to  you 
this  dispatch.  He  desires  to  be  explicitly  informed  whether  the  "Notes" 
or  "Observations"  are  to  be  regarded  as  the  official  act  of  the  Queen's 
government  in  response  to  my  dispatch  of  the  25th  of  September,  in 
which  his  views  are  officiall3^  stated  for  the  information,  not  of  the  Earl 
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of  Clarendon  personally,  but  of  the  Queen's  government.  He  desires 
neither  to  utter  nor  to  reply  to  ambiguous  views.  If  the  "  Notes"  or 
"Observations"  are  official,  he  deems  it  proper  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  shall  treat  them  as  such,  and  so,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  they  are  unofficial.  To  this  end,  you  will  address  a  communication  to 
the  Earl  of  Clarendon  in  your  own  name,  embodying  iu  substance  the 
contents  of  this  dispatch,  and,  appealing  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  in 
resx)ectful  and  courteous,  but  in  explicit  and  plain  language,  to  say 
whether  the  "  Notes"  are  or  are  not  to  be  considered  and  treated  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  an  official  exposition  of  the  views  of 
her  Majesty's  government. 

i  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
John  Lothrop  Motley,  Esq.,  d;o.,  rf-e.,  etc. 


No.  5. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Motley, 

No.  lol.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  15,  1870. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  dispatch  No.  210, 
dated  January  13.  Mr.  Thornton  called  upon  me  on  the  10th  instant, 
and  read  to  me  a  dispatch  dated  January  21, 1870,  addressed  to  him  by 
Lord  Clarendon,  of  which  a  copy  is  inclosed  herewith,  expressing  sur- 
prise that  the  14th  day  of  that  month,  and  successive  days,  had  been  al- 
lowed to  pass  over  without  any  communication  being  made  to  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
respecting  the  San  Juan  convention. 

In  your  dispatch,  acknowledged  .above,  you  mention  a  conversation 
which  you  had  on  the  12th  January  with  Lord  Clarendon  at  the  Foreign 
Office,  in  which  you  state  that,  in  answer  to  a  question  concerning  the 
proposed  bill  on  the  subject  of  naturalization,  you  understood  his  lord- 
ship to  say  that  it  was  nearly  ready  and  would  be  placed  before  Parlia- 
ment at  an  early  day  in  the  coming  session ;  that,  upon  your  expression 
of  satisfaction  at  this  prospect,  saying  that  the  United  States  govern- 
ment was  anxious  to  see  this  arrangement  completed,  his  lordship  an- 
swered by  expressing  his  regret  "  that  there  did  not  seem  to  be  the  same 
anxiety  at  Washington  to  complete  the  arrangement  which  had  been 
made  in  regard  to  the  water  boundary,  api)earances  seeming  to  indi- 
cate that  the  convention  for  leaving  that  dispute  to  arbitration  would 
not  be  ratified  or  even  acted  upon  by  the  Senate,  a  result  which  he  con- 
sidered would  be  discourteous  to  her  Majesty's  government."  You  re- 
plied correctly  and  ac<;urately  that  the  twelve  months  for  ratification 
had  not  yet  expired. 

Treaties  are  considered  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  secret 
session,  with  closed  doors  and  under  the  injunction  of  secrecy.  His 
lordship  could  not  have  known  wliat  action  the  Senate  in  its  secret  ses- . 
sions  might  or  might  not  have  taken  upon  the  convention,  nor  could  he 
have  known  but  that  on  the  day  following  his  remark,  you  might  have 
presented  the  ratified  treaty  for  exchange. 

The  haste  to  anticipate  events  and  to  characterize  the  expected  course 
of  this  government  as  discourteous  to  her  Majesty's  government  excites 
much  regret.  The  President  persuades  himself,  however,  that  it  was 
not  intended  as  a  discourtesy  toward  this  government,  and  therefore 
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does  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  non-action  of  this  government  upon 
the  San  Juan  convention  has  not,  in  any  degree,  proceeded  from  a  want 
of  desire  or  of  intention  to  observe  the  strictest  courtesy  toward  the 
j^ovemment  of  her  Majesty. 

In  the  dispatch  of  Lord  Clarendon  to  Mr.  Thornton,  of  which  a  copy 
accompanies  this,  his  lordship  expresses  the  surprise  of  her  Majesty's 
government  that  no  communication  had  been  made  to  them  on  the  part 
of  this  government  respecting  the  San  Juan  convention. 

It  should  be  no  cause  of  surprise  to  her  Majesty's  government  that 
the  United  States  withhold  their  assent  from  that  convention  until  the 
question  of  naturalization  shall  have  been  satisfactorily  settled  by  treaty 
or  by  law  of  Parliament,  or  by  both. 

You  are  aware  that  when  Mr.  Keverdy  Johnson  left  this  country  on 
his  mission,  which  residted  in  the  negptiation  of  what  is  termed  "  the  natu- 
ralization i>rotocol,"  the  "  San  Juan"  and  the  "claims"  conventions,  he  was 
instructed  that "  the  so-called  naturalization  question  is  the  oufd  which 
first  and  most  urgently  requires  attention."  His  instructions  further  say, 
"You  will  fiiinkly  state  to  Lord  Stanley,  that  until  this  difficulty  shall 
be  removed,  it  is  believed  by  the  President  that  any  attempt  to  settle 
any  of  the  existing  controversies  between  the  two  countries  would  be 
unavailing,  and  therefore  inexpedient."  And  further,  "in  case  her 
Majesty's  government  shall  adopt  the  required  measures  to  adjust  the 
naturalization  question,  you  will  next  be  expected  to  give  your  atten- 
tion to  the  adjustment  of  the  northwest  boundary  controversy,  which 
involves  the  right  of  national  dominion  and  property  over  the  island  of 
San  Juan,  on  the  frontier  line  between  the  United  States  and  British 
Columbia.  It  is  understood  that  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  recent  civil 
war  in  the  United  States,  this  boundary  question  was  on  the  eve  of  be- 
ing arranged,  by  referring  it  to  an  impartial  and  friendly  arbiter.  The 
question  is  increasing  in  urgency  with  the  growing  settlement  and  pop- 
ulation of  the  Northwest,  and  with  the  multiplication  of  causes  of  liti- 
gation within  the  disputed  territory.  The  United  States  still  remain  in 
a  disposition  favorable  to  the  process  of  adjustment  originally  contem- 
plated." This  was  communicated  by  Mr.  Johnson  to  Lord  Stanley,  as  was 
also  the  following  extract  from  his  instructions : 

"Our  conclusion  is  that,  in  the  event  that  you  become  convinced  that 
an  arrangement  of  the  naturalization  question  which  would  be  satisfac- 
tory to  the  United  States,  in  \iew  of  your  previous  instructions,  can  be 
made,  then,  and  in  that  case,  you  may  open  concurrent  negotiations  upon 
the  two  questions  first  herein  named,  to  wit,  San  Juan  and  the  claims 
questions;  but  that  those  two  negotiations  shall  not  be  completed,  or 
your  proceedings  therein  be  deemed  obligatory,  until  after  the  naturali- 
zation question  shall  have  been  satisfactorily  settled  by  treaty  or  by 
law  of  Parliament."  In  consequence  of  this  latter  clause  of  Mr.  Johnson's 
instruction,  a  provision  was  inserted  in  the  protocol,  signed  by  Mr.  John- 
son and  Lord  Stanley  on  the  17th  October,  1868,  embodying  the  agree- 
ment to  refer  to  some  friendly  state  or  power  the  settlement  of  the 
northwest  boundary  line  (the  San  Juan  protocol)  in  these  words :  "  It  is 
understood  that  this  agreement  shall  not  go  into  operation  or  have  any 
eflTect  until  the  question  of  naturalization  now  pending  between  the  two 
governments  shall  have  been  satisfactorily  settled  by  treaty,  or  by  law 
of  Parliament,  or  by  both,  unless  the  two  parties  shall  in  the  mean  time 
otherwise  agree." 

This  government  has  at  no  time  otherwise  agreed.  Her  Majesty's 
government  has,  therefore,  from  the  first  been  fully  advised  that  this 
government  regarded  the  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  naturalization 
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question  as  a  preliminary  to  the  settlement  of  the  San  Juan  coutrovenj>, 
and  that  the  negotiations  with  respect  to  the  latter  should  not  be  com 
pleted  until  after  the  naturalization  question  shall  have  l>een  satisfac- 
torily settled  by  treaty  or  by  law  of  Parliament. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  18G8,  a  further  protocol  was  signed  bj'Mi. 
Eeverdy  Johnson  and  Lord  Stanley,  agreeing  to  refer  the  dispute^l 
question  of  boundary  to  the  decision  of  the  president  of  the  federal 
council  of  the  Swiss  Confederation. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1868,  Lord  Clarendon  instmcted  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton to  recall  to  Mr.  Seward's  recollection  a  contingent  authority  he  had 
previously  given  to  Mr.  Johnson,  to  convert  the  San  Juan  protocol  nto 
a  convention,  and  suggested  that  he  be  again  specifically  authorized  by 
telegraph  to  do  so.  The  protocol  was  accordingly  converted  into  a  con- 
vention, and  signed  on  the  14th  January,  1869,  and  was  immediately 
submitted  to  the  Senate  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon. 

The  convention  does  not  repeat  the  fifth  article  of  the  protocol  of  the 
17th  October,  which  made  the  agreement  to  refer  the  settlement  of  the 
disputed  boundary  to  arbitration  depend  for  its  operation  and  effective 
ness  upon  the  previous  satisfactory  settlement  by  treaty  or  by  law  of 
Parliament,  or  by  both,  of  the  more  important  question  of  naturalizatiou. 
It  was  not  necessary  that  it  should  be  repeated.  It  w  as,  in  its  nature, 
but  temporary,  and  therefore  no  proper  articleof  a  permanent  convention, 
on  the  face  of  which  it  might  for  all  time  be  a  blemish,  to  raise  a  ques- 
tion and  to  throw  a  doubt  upon  the  validity  of  the  treaty  as  dependent 
upon  the  priority  of  ratification  between  it  and  another  convention. 
But  it  was  a  solemn  agreement  between  the  two  governments,  not  to  be 
waived  by  imx)lication  or  by  inference — to  be  avoided  only  by  agree- 
ment of  both  parties.  Neither  party  has  proposed  to  avoidor  to  abn) 
gate  it. 

In  forwarding  the  San  Juan  convention  to  his  government,  Mr. 
Keverdy  Johnson  wrote  on  the  15th  of  January,  1869,  (the  day  after  it 
was  sigTied,)  that  '•  it  differs  only  from  the  protocol  in  the  same  subject, 
in  the  insertion  of  such  provisions  as  became  necessary  by  their  con- 
version into  a  convention."  To  attempt  to  argue  the  continued  validit\ 
of  that  part  of  the  agreement  might  be  construed  into  a  mistrust  of  the 
fair  dealing  of  one  or  other  of  the  parties  to  the  agreement. 

It  is  true  that  in  consenting  that  the  San  Juan  protocol  should  l>e 
matured  into  a  convention  in  January,  1869,  the  United  States  did  suffer 
that  subject  to  take  a  step  in  advance,  in  matter  of  form,  of  the  natural 
ization  question.  Eut  in  so  doing,  this  government  did  not  intend  to 
relinquish,  was  not  underst'Ood  to  relinquish,  and  did  not,  in  fact,  relin 
quish its  position  on  the  naturalization  question.  The  British  government 
had  agreed  in  the  naturalization  protocol  of  9th  October,  1860,  t4>  intit*- 
duce  measures  into  Parliament  to  carry  its  principles  into  operation, 
as  speedily  a^^  might  be  possible,  having  regard  to  the  variety  of  public 
and  private  interests  which  might  l)e  affected  by  a  change  m  the  laws 
of  naturalization,  &c. ;  and  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  per 
mitting  the  San  Juan  question  to  take  temporary  or  apparent  pre 
cedence  in  point  of  form,  still  trusted  in  the  good  faith  of  the  Queen's 
government  to  carry  out  that  agreement  to  the  letter  and  spirit.  This 
could  have  been  settled  at  any  moment  by  act  of  Parliament.  It  wajt 
a  matter  wholly  within  the  power  of  the  Queen's  government  to  arrange 
at  any  moment,  at  its  own  convenience,  and  in  its  own  way,  free  from 
the  complications  of  international  conventions  or  diplomatic  negotia 
tion.  This  it  hafi  not  done.  Parliament  convened  on  the  10th  Fel) 
ruary,  1869,  more  than  four  months  after  the  agreement  on  the  natural 
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izatiou  protocol,  and  coutinued  its  session  until  August  11,  of  the  same 
year — a  session  of  nearly  six  montbs — without  the  introduction  of  meas- 
ures to  carry  the  principles  of  the  protocol  into  operation. 

In  pursuance  of  your  instructions,  you,  on  the  10th  day  of  June  last, 
iuformed  Lord  Clarendon  that  j'ou  were  "ready  to  enter  into  arrange- 
nieuts  for  converting  the  protocol  signed  on  the  0th  October,  1868,  in 
regard  to  naturalization  into  a  treaty."  In  reply,  he  expressed  a  doubt 
whether  there  would  be  time  during  what  was  left  of  the  session,  to 
carry  the  necessary  preliminary  measures  through  Parliament. 

On  the  2Cth  of  June,  under  further  instructions,  you  again  called  his 
lordship's  attention  to  this  subject,  and  you  expressed  "  the  earnest 
wish  of  your  government  that  the  needful  legislation  might  be  had  and 
the  protocol  converted  into  a  treaty  without  further  unnecessary  delay." 
His  lordship  replied,  on  theoth  of  July,  that  "  it  would  be  absolutely 
impossible  to  carry  through  Parliament  so  large  and  complex  a  measure 
as  the  naturalization  bill  before  the  time  arrives  for  the  prorogation.'^ 
On  the  10th  of  August,  I  instruct-ed  you  to  say  that  I  had  not  felt  wil- 
ling to  press  Lord  Clarendon  while  a  domestic  question  of  such  great 
importance  to  Great  Britian,  and  so  interesting  to  a  large  class  of  peo- 
ple in  this  country,  as  the  Irish  church  bill  was  pending ;  that  I  acqui- 
esced in  his  decision  that  it  was  impossible  to  carry  a  naturalization 
bill  through  at  the  close  of  a  session;  that  Mr.  Seward  had  frankly  in- 
formed the  British  government  that,  until  the  naturalization  question 
should  be  settled,  any  attempts  to  settle  the  other  existing  controversies 
Avould  be  unavailing ;  and  that  the  present  administration  concurred  in 
that  opinion,  and  hoped  that  there  would  be  no  delay  on  the  part  of 
Lord  Clarendon  in  the  preparation  of  a  bill  for  the  action  of  Parliament 
at  its  next  session.  These  representations  were  made  by  you  on  the  10th 
of  September,  and  w  ere  acknowledged  by  Lord  Clarendon  on  the  22d 
of  that  month.  V^ 

Congress  assembled  as  usual  on  the  first  Monday  of  ite^^ember,  and 
proceeded  with  its  ordinary  business.  The  14th  of  January  arrived 
without  any  further  communication  from  Lord  Clarendon  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  proposed  naturalization  convention,  and  without  a  request 
from  her  Majesty's  government  for  an  extension  of  the  time  for  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  water  boundary  convention. 

In  these  circumstances,  while  if  there  be  any  cause  for  the  suggestion 
of  discourtesy  (as  implied  by  delay)  on  either  side,  the  United  States 
government  would  seem  to  have  the  better  reason  to  make  such  sug- 
gestion, yet  we  do  not  either  admit  or  charge  discourtesy.  We  stand 
on  higher  ground.  We  know  well  that  her  Majesty's  government  will 
claim  no  advantage  of  the  confidence  which  the  United  States  reposed 
in  it,  when  converting  the  San  Juan  protocol  into  a  convention,  in  an- 
ticipation of  a  prompt  and  prior  settlement  of  the  naturalization  ques- 
tion in  accordance  with  the  solemn  agreement  between  the  two  govern- 
ments. In  both  nations  we  must  accept  the  inconveniences  of  consti- 
tutional institutions  with  their  greater  benefits,  and  neither  has  good 
cause  of  complaint  against  the  other,  if  the  acts  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  one  hand,  or  those  of  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  on  the  other,  do  not  keep  pace  with,  or  correspond  to,  all  the 
views  of  the  executive  government. 

You  will  read  this  dispatch  to  Lord  Clarendon,  and  leave  a  copy  with 
liim. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

J.  LoTHROP  Motley,  Esq., 

&e.j  &C.J  &€.,  Lotulon. 
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No.  0. 
Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Fish. 
[Received  March  26,  le70.] 

^o.  274.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  10,  1870. 
Sm:  I  had  an  iuterview,  by  appointment,  with  Lord  Clarendon  yes- 
terday, 9th  instant,  on  which  occasion  1  read  to  him,  according  to  your 
instructions,  j'our  dispatch  No.  151,  of  the  15th  February.  No  com 
ments  were  made  during  the  reading,  and  on  its  conclusion  Lord  Clar- 
endon expressed  satisfaction  with  the  tenor  and  contents  of  the  dispatch, 
so  far  as  he  could  judge  after  hearing  it  read  once.  I  left  with  his  lord- 
ship, as  you  directed  me  to  do,  a  copy  of  the  paper,  and  the  conversation 
which  ensued  was  so  informal  that  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  report 
it.  His  manner  was  -sery  friendly,  and  he  alluded  with  much  satisfac- 
tion to  the  prospect  that  the  naturalization  bill,  now  in  committee  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  would  become  law  at  a  very  early  day.  The  gov- 
ernment, he  said,  would  make  every  eifort  to  prevent  delay  in  either 
House  of  Parliament. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Sem^etary  of  StatCj  Wa^hingtonj  IK  V. 


No.  7. 

Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Fkh. 

[Received  March  29,  1870.] 

No.  278.]  Legation  of  the  United  Statks, 

LondoHy  March  17,  1870. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herein  the  copy  of  a  note  addressed 
by  me  to  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  on 
the  12th  instant,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  in  your  dispatch  No. 
149,  of  the  14th  February. 

Eeferring  to  that  dispatch,  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  a  slight 
addition  which  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  make  to  its  substance, 
as  embodied  in  my  note.  If  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  refer  to  a 
dispatch  of  Lord  Clarendon  to  Mr.  Thornton,  No.  9,  January  12, 1870, 
as  printed  in  "North  America,  No.  1,  (1870,)  correspondence  respect- 
ing the  Alabama  claims,  1869-'70,  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment," a  copy  of  which  accompanied  my  No.  246,  of  date  the  17th  of 
February,  you  will  find  that  his  lordship  had  not  remembered  with 
entire  accuracy  the  substance  of  your  dispatch  No.  119,  of  the  22d  of 
December,  of  which  no  copy  was  left  with  him.  The  opening  paragraph 
of  his  lordship's  dispatch  is  as  follows: 

Mr.  Motley  lias  this  day  read  to  me  a  dispatch  dated  the  22d  ultimo,  from  Mr.  FUb, 
stating  that,  among  the  papers  respecting  the  Alabama  claims  that  hail  been  presenteti 
to  the  Senate,  he  had  not  included  my  dispatch  of  the  6th  of  November,  and  the  mem- 
orandum it  inclosed,  which  he  did  not  consider  to  be  official,  as  the  memorandum  was 
not  signed  or  dated,  and  as  in  my  other  dispatches,  &c. 
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Now,  your  dispatch,  read  by  me  to  his  lordship  on  the  12th  of  January, 
distinctly  states  that  Lord  Clarendon's  dispatch  of  6th  November 
was  included,  and  that  the  ^'^Notes^'  were  excluded  because  there  was 
no  written  paper  left  with  them  indicating  that  they  were  official. 
There  is,  of  course,  no  allusion  to  his  lordship's  "other  dispatch,"  be- 
cause that  other  dispatch  (Xo.  7,  in  the  printed  correspondence  above 
cited)  had  not  been  seen  by  you  until  it  reached  you  in  print  some  two 
weeks  later. 

In  order  to  prevent  any  further  misapprehension,  I  have  incorporated 
the  substance  of  your  said  dispatch,  No.  119,  of  22d  December,  in  my 
note  of  the  1 2th  iustant,  a  course  which  I  trust  will  meet  your  approba- 
tion. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LOTHKOP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  Staie^  Wcmhington^  D.  C 


[IncloHoro.] 

Mr,  Motley  to  Lord  Clarendon. 

Legation  oi'  thk  Unitkd  States, 

London  J  Mardi  12,  1870. 

My  Lokd  :  It  is  coiiHidered  desirable  by  ni j'  government  that  your  lordship's  atten- 
tion should  be  called  to  certain  incident^  connected  with  the  recent  correspondence 
between  the  government  of  her  Majesty  and  that  of  the  United  States. 

Your  lordship  remembers  that  on  the  15th  of  October  la«t  I  had  the  honor  of  an  in- 
terview with  you  at  the  Foreign  Office,  on  which  occasion  I  read  to  you  a  long  oflicial 
clispateh  of  the  Secretary  of  Stat«  of  the  United  States. 

This  dispatch,  which  treated  of  international  affairs  of  moment,  had  been  addressed 
to  myself,  as  minister  of  the  United  States  at  her  Majesty's  court,  with  authority  to  read 
it  to  your  lordship.  After  hearing  it  read,  your  lordship  observed  that  it  would  be 
hardly  proper  for  you  to  report  from  memory  to  your  colleagues  the  coi^tents  of  so  long 
and  important  a  dispatch,  (not  a  private  communication,)  and  you  accordingly  asked 
if  I  were  authorized  to  furnish  a  copy  of  it.  I  replied  that  I  would  do  so  if  you  would 
ask  me  for  it  officially.  Your  lordship  accordingly  did  me  the  honor  of  addressing  me 
a  written  request  from  the  Foreign  Office  on  the  same  daj',  and  the  copy  was  furnished 
by  me  on  the  following  day,  as  appears  by  my  note  to  your  lordship  of  that  date. 

So  far  as  I  am  aware,  there  was  nothing  in  these  incidents  not  strictly  in  conformity 
-v^ith  official  diplomatic  usage,  the  dispatch  of  Mr.  Fish  being  one  of  a  numbered 
aeries,  not  marked  confidential,  and  having  been  officially  communicated  by  me,  in 
copy,  to  your  lordship,  expressly  that  it  might  be  laid  before  your  lordship's  coileagues, 
her  Majesty's  government. 

It  did  not  occur  to  me,  either  at  our  interview  or  when  sending  to  your  lordship  the 
copy  of  Mr.  Fish's  dispatch,  that  the  transaction  was  other  than  a  purely  official  one ; 
or  that  the  communication  made  by  me,  on  authority  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment, was  not  made  to  your  lordship  as  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs. 

Your  lordship  did  me  the  honor  to  observe  that  your  silence  at  our  interview  did 
not  imply  that  there  was  not  another  side  to  the  argument  in  Mr.  Fish's  dispatch,  but 
was  only  because  of  the  wish  expressed  by  myself,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of 
my  goveniment,  that  official  discussion  on  these  particular  topics  might,  in  future,  be 
conducted  in  Washington.  For  this  reason,  no  further  official  conversation  ensued  be- 
tween ns  on  that  occasion. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  (as  I  am  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Unite«l 
States,)  her  M^jesty'8  envoy  at  Washington,  Mr.  Thornton,  called  at  the  Department 
of  State  and  read  to  Mr.  Fish,  and  left  with  him  a  copy  of,  a  dispatch  addressed  by 
your  lordship  on  the  6th  of  November  last  to  Mr.  Thornton,  dedicated  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Mr.  Fish's  dispatch  of  the  25th  of  September  to  myself.  In  this  dispatch  to 
Mr.  Thornton  vour  lordship  says : 

^'Aml  it  is  because  they  earnestly  desire  to  hasten  the  period  at  which  these  im- 
portant objects  may  be  accomplished  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  determined 
not  to  follow  Mr.  Fish  through  the  long  recapitulation  of  the  various  points  that  have 
been  discussed  in  the  voluminous  correspondence  that  has  taken  place  between  the 
two  government's  for  several  years." 
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The  laiigiiage  of  this  paragraph,  like  the  laugnage  throughout  the  dispatch,  is  clear 
and  explicit.  For  importaut  and  sufficient  reasons,  stat^  with  precision  by  your 
lordship,  her  Majesty^s  government  announce  their  determination  not  to  take  up  and 
discuss  the  points  of  Mr.  l^^sh's  dispatch  of  the  25th  of  September.  But  it  is  nowhere 
suggested,  as  one  of  those  reasons,  that  the  said  dispatefa^is  not  an  official  paper,  dis- 
cussing officially  matterH  of  moment  to  both  goveramentA.  On  the  contrary,  your 
lordship,  throughout  your  dispatch  to  Mr.  Thornton,  seems  to  treat  that  of  Mr.  Fish 
as  official,  recapitulating  and  responding  to  material  parts  of  it ;  offering  responsive 
propositions  on  the  part  of  her  Ma^fosty's  government ;  and,  in  factt  impressing  upon 
the  whole  tone  of  your  reply  the  official  stamp  of  her  Majesty^s  government,  in  whoee 
name,  many  times  repeated  in  the  dispatch,  a  formal  decision  on  an  important  subject 
is,  through  her  Majesty's  envoy,  to  l>e  conveyed  to  the  government  of  the  Unit4Mi 
States. 

On  the  same  occasion,  above  alluded  to,  (namely,  on  the  19th  of  November  last,)  Mr. 
Thornton  left  with  the  Secretary  of  State  (as  I  am  officially  informed)  an  unsigned 
paper  entitled  *'  Notes,"  consisting  of  an  arjrumentative  commentary  on  the  contents 
of  Mr.  Fish's  dispatch  of  the  25th  of  Sei>teraber,  and  the  Secretary  found  himself  at  a 
loss  to  comprehend  the  purpose  of  her  Miyesty's  government.  He  was  in  doubt 
whether  it  did  or  did  not  intend  to  be  understood  as  ^'  determined  not  to  follow  "  him 
in  discussion  of  the  points  of  controversy  between  the  two  governments.  Your  lord- 
ship's dispatch  expressed  absolute  determination  not  to  do  it,  while,  nevertheless,  it 
seemed  to  be  done  in  fact  and  by  these  ^*  Notes." 

I  am  informed  that  when  Mr.  Thornton  made  the  above-mentioned  call  at  the  State 
Department,  on  the  19th  of  November,  Mr.  Fish  was  on  the  point  of  departing  to  at- 
tend a  meeting  of  the  cabinet.  His  visit  had  not  been  expected.  The  Secretary  of 
State  mentioned  to  him  the  necessity  of  his  immediate  departure,  but,  at  his  request, 
delayed  to  hear  your  lordship's  dispatch,  the  6th  of  November,  which  he  had  been  in- 
structed to  read  to  Mr.  Fish,  and  to  leave  a  copy  of  it  if  requested. 

Mr.  Thornton  then  produced  a  longer  paper  which,  as  he  stated,  he  was  also  in- 
structed to  read.  Mr.  Fish  objected,  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  time,  as  he  could 
then  barely  reach  the  President  before  the  hour  appointed  for  the  cabinet  meeting. 

Mr.  Thornton  then  proposed  to  leave  the  paper  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  if  he 
would  consider  it  as  having  been  read,  to  which  Mr.  Fish  assented,  reservinjs  the  right 
to  return  the  copy,  if  on  perusal  he  should  find  in  it  anything  (which,  as  he  remarked^ 
he  did  not  think  at  all  probable)  that  would  be  improper  or  objectionable  to  place 
among  the  papers  of  the  department. 

With  this  undeistanding  Mr.  Fish  received  the  paper  entitled  (at  that  time)  "Notes,'' 
without  its  being  read,  and  it  was  the  evening  ot  that  day,  after  the  cabinet  meeting, 
before  Mr.  Fish  knew  its  contents.  He  had  nothing  to  excite  any  suspicion  that  your 
lordship  claimed  to  have  received  his  dispatch  (No.  70,  of  the  25th  of  September)  as  a 
communication  to  yourself  personally,  rather  tlian  as  a  representative  of  the  Queen's 
government.  Any  intimation  of  that  nature  would  doubtless  have  induceil  a  very 
different  course  on  his  part  from  the  one  adopted,  while  your  lordship's  own  action,  so 
far  as  knon'n  to  him,  had  negatived  any  such  hypothesis.  He  found  himself  at  a  Iosh 
to  account  for  the  discrepancy  between  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  government  as  oflB- 
cially  communicated  in  the  copy  of  your  lordshifi's  dispatch  of  November  6th  to  Mr. 
Thornton  and  the  views  of  the  unknown  writer  of  the  anonymous  "Notes." 

When  the  correspondence  was  called  for  by  the  Senate,  the  Secretary  of  State,  being 
ignorant  of  the  character  to  be  assigned  to  the  "  Notes."  did  not  transmit  them  to  that 
body,  and  he  instructed  me  to  explain  to  your  lordsnip  the  reason  why  this  had  not 
been  done.  In  accordance  with  those  instructions,  as  your  lordship  will  remember,  I 
had  the  honor,  at  an  interview  with  your  lordship  on  the  12th  of  January  last,  to  read 
to  you  a  dispatch  of  Mr.  Fish  upon  this  subject.  In  that  paper,  the  Secretary  of  State 
explains  to  me  that,  while  your  lordship's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Thornton,  of  the  6th  of  No- 
vemlier  last,  a  copy  of  which  hml  been  communicated  to  Mr.  Fish,  was  made  public, 
the  paper  entitled  "  Notes  on  Mr.  Fish's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Motley  of  the  25th  of  Septem- 
ber, respecting  the  Alabama,  &c.,  claims,"  had  not  been  included  in  the  correspondence 
sent  to  the  Senate,  because,  when  Mr. Thornton  handed  a  copy  of  the  "Notes,*'  (which 
were  neither  dated  nor  signed,)  he  left  with  him  no  written  paper  to  indicate  that  they 
were  to  be  regarded  definitely  and  officially  as  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  government 
in  the  matter  discussed  in  them. 

Your  lordship,  in  reply  to  the  observation  of  Mr.  Fish  that  the  "  Notes  "  in  question 
were  not  dated  nor  signed,  remarked  that  neither  date  nor  signature  to  such  a  mem- 
orandum was  necessary  or  customary,  as  the  dispatch  in  which  it  was  inclose<l  was 
both  dated  and  signed. 

But  it  now  appears  that  the  inclosing  dispatch,  which  I  had  myself  never  seen  until 
it  was  printed  in  the  London  Gazette,  had  not  been  read  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  nor 
communicated  to  him  in  copy,  and  that  he  was  consequently  in  ignorance  of  its  exist- 
ence.   It  would,  therefore,  nave  been  impossible  for  him  to  {niblisn  it. 

The  uncertainty  at  Washington  ccmtinued  until  the  receipt  of  the  J^iidon  Gazette 
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of  the  2l8t  of  December  last.  It  was  theu  that  the  Secretary  of  State  saw  tor  the  ftrst 
time  that  aecond  dispatch,  written  by  your  lordship  to  Mr.  ThomtoDj  iu  which  the 
official  character  maintained  by  your  lordship  in  the  former  note  of  the  same  date, 
which  he  had  read  to  Mr.  Fish,  and  of  which  he  had  furnished  a  copy,  was  disclaimed. 
It  was  this  publication  that  first  save  to  those  '* Notes''  an  official  significance. 

Your  lordship  will  now  comprehend  the  doubtfulness  of  the  Secretary  of  State  as  to 
the  position  in  this  regard  of  her  Majesty's  governraent  at  the  moment  of  the  official 
communication  made  to  him  at  Washington. 

This  doubtfulness  has  made  it  seem  more  just  to  adopt  the  course  of  comity  and  of 
fayorable  constructiou,  and  before  coming  to  a  positive  conclusion  to  wait  for  reflection 
and  for  such  possible  solution  of  doubt  in  the  process  of  time  as  circumstances  might 
afford.  There  was  nothing  in  the  state  of  the  controversy  to  forbid  such  a  course  or 
to  prejudice  by  it  any  interest  of  the  United  States.  But  when  the  published  cor- 
respondence in  the  Qas^tte  of  the  24th  December  arrived,  the  preceding  uncertainty 
was  augmented. 

The  second  dispatch  of  your  lordship  of  date  of  6th  of  November,  now  coming 
under  the  observation  of  the  Secretary  of^  State  for  the  first  time,  as  thus  published  by 
the  Foreign  Office,  made  him  aware,  to  his  surprise,  that  vour  lordship  professed  to 
look  upon  his  dispatch  of  the  25th  of  September  as  not  beins  of  a  strictly  official 
character,  and  as  beins  communicated  to  your  lordship  personSly  rather  than  as  the 
representative  of  the  Queen's  government,  and  that,  therefore,  you  did  not  think  it 
necessary,  in  vour  official  reply  **  to  the  communication  made  uy  "  myself,  to  express 
dissent  from  the  statements  in  that  dispatch. 

In  the  formal  determination  expressed  by  your  lordship  in  your  first  dispatch  of 
November  the  6th  to  Mr.  Thornton  not  to  pursue  the  discussion,  and  in  the  delivery  of 
the  paper  entitled  "  Notes,"  there  seemed  to  be  contradiction  between  words  and 
acts,  but  as  the  "  Notes  "  were  without  dat«  and  unsigned,  as  they  were  unofficial  in 
their  tenor  and  form,  and  as  therefore  they  did  not  afford  the  government  of  the 
United  States  opportunity  to  treat  them  as  an  official  reply  of  the  Queen's  government 
to  that  of  the  United  States,  it  was  necessary  for  the  Secretary  of  State  to  leave  them 
unanswered ;  for,  by  answering  them,  it  seemed  to  him  that  he  would  bo  calling  in 
question  your  lordship's  frankness. 

Thus  the  tenor  of  your  lordship's  second  dispatch  of  the  6th  of  November,  and  the 
appearance  of  the  "Notes"  in  the  "  Corresjiondence  "  published  by  the  Foreign  Office, 
but  when  thus  made  public  elevated  into  the  dignity  of  "  Observations,''  served  to 
enhance  the  uncertainty  of  construction  iu  this  respect  which  the  delivery  of  the 
•* Notes"  in  connection  with  your  lordship's  first  dispatch  of  the  6tli  of  November  had 
produced. 

Having  taken  into  consideration  these  various  incidents,  the  Presideui  is  now  de- 
sirous oi  ascertaiuing  with  precision  whether  the  above-mentioned  "  Notes  "  or  "  Ob- 
servations "  are  to  be  regarded  as  the  official  act  of  the  Queen's  government  in  response 
to  the  dispatch  of  the  Secretary'  of  State  of  the  25th  of  St^pteniber  last.  In  that  dis- 
patch, as  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  state,  the  President's  views  were  offici^y 
set  forth  for  the  infunnatiou  not  of  your  lordship  personally,  but  of  the  Queen's  gov- 
ernment, the  President  wishing  neither  to  utter  nor  to  reply  to  any  but  the  most 
explicit  propositions. 

If  the  **  Notes,"  or  "  Observations,"  are  official,  he  deems  it  i)rc)per  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  shall  treat  them  as  such ;  and  so,  on  the  other  huud,  if  they 
are  unofficial.' 

I  have,  therefori',  now  the  hunur,  iu  obedience  to  recent  instructions  from  my  gov- 
ernment, to  recjuest  your  lordship,  most  respectfully  and  courteously,  for  information 
whether  the  **  Notes  "  are  or  are  not  to  be  treated  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
Hs  an  official  exposition  of  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  goveninient. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  consideration  with 
which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

The  Right  Honorable  the  Kaki.  «)f  Clarendon, 

tie,  tfc,  «fc. 


No.  8. 
Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Received  March  31, 1870.] 

No.  282.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  19, 1870. 
Sib  :  Referriug  to  my  No.  278,  of  the  17th  instant,  in  which  was  in- 
S.  Ex.  Doc.  114 2 
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closed  the  vopy  of  a  note  addressed  by  me  to  Lord  Clarendon,  (in  pur- 
suance of  the  instructions  contained  in  your  No.  149,)  asking  for  infor- 
mation as  to  the  precise  character  to  be  assi^ed  to  the  "  Notes  (or  Ob- 
servations) on  Mr.  Fish's  dispatcli  to  Mr.  Motley,  of  25th  Septt?niber, 
respecting  the  Alabama  claims,"  I  have  now  the  honor  to  send  copie.^ 
of  a  note  of  the  18th  instant,  received  by  me  this  morning,  in  reply  to 
my  above-mentioned  note,  and  of  my  note  to  his  lordship,  of  this  day's 
date. 

For  convenience  of  reference,  I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  the  printed  "  Cor- 
respondence respecting  the  Alabama  claims,  186^70,  pi*esented  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  by  commaudof  her  Majesty,  1870,"  referred  to  in 
Lord  Clarendon's  said  note  of  18th. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

ISecretary  of  State^  Washingfony  D.  C. 


Lard  Clarendon  to  Mr.  Motley, 

Foreign  Offick,  Mardi  18, 1870. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12tb  infttitnt; 
and  I  beg  to  state  to  yon  that  a  report  of  the  manner  in  which  the  paper  forwarded  in 
my  second  dispatch  to  Mr.  Thornton,  of  the  6th  of  November,  was  communicated  to 
Mr.  Fish,  is  given  in  the  dispatch  from  Mr.  Thornton,  of  the  22d  of  November,  pub- 
lished  in  the  correspondence  recently  presented  to  Parliament,  of  which,  for  conveni- 
ence of  reference,  I  inclose  a  copy.    In  this  dispatch  Mr.  Thornton  states: 

**  In  compliance  with  the  instrnctions  contained  in  your  lordship*s  dispatch  of  the 
6th  instant,  I  went  to  the  State  Department  and  read  that  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  leaving  a  copy  of  it,  at  his  request,  in  his  hands. 

^^  I  then  explained  to  him  the  reason,  as  set  forth  in  your  lordship's  othe^*  dispatch  of 
the  6t'h  instant,  which  had  induced  you  to  follow  his  example  as  to  the  form  which 
you  had  adopted  to  express  your  dinsent  from  the  statements  contained  in  his  dispatch 
to  Mr.  Motley  of  the  25th  or  September  last,  after  which  I  proceeded  to  read  to  him 
the  paper  containing  your  lordsnip's  observations,  and,  at  his  request,  gave  him  a  copy 
of  it. 

"Mr.  Fish  heard  me  read  both  the  above-mentione<l  documents  without  making  any 
remark  whatever,  and  upon  my  concluding  merely  said  that  they  would  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  his  goveniment,  at  the  same  time  expressing  his  hope  that  some 
means  might  be  found  of  coming  to  an  amicable  arrangement  of  all  the  questions  at 
issue.'' 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  there  is  an  apparent  discrepancy,  which  I  have  no 
doubt  Mr.  Thornton  will  be  able  to  explain  to  Mr.  Fish,  between  the  accounts  respect- 
ively  given  of  this  interview. 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  contained  in  the  concluding  portion  of  your  letter,  I  have  the 
honor  to  request  that  you  will  infonn  Mr.  Fish  that  the  paper  containing  my  obaenra- 
tions  on  his  dispatch  of  the  25th  of  September  was  furnisiied  to  Mr.  Thornton  to  be  read 
to  Mr.  Fish,  with  the  same  object  of  using  an  unreserved  frankness  in  its  statements, 
with  which  Mr.  Fish's  dispatch  was  addressed  to  yon,  in  order  that  it  might  be  read 
to  me. 

For  the  reasons  given  in  my  other  dispatch  to  Mr.  Thornton  of  the  6th  of  Novem- 
ber, her  Majesty's  government  had  determined  not  to  reply  categorically  to  Mr.  fHsh's 
dispatch,  and  the  paper  thus  communicated  by  my  directions  to  Mr.  Fish  was  accord- 
ingly confined  to  some  observations  un  matters  with  regard  to  which  it  appeare<t  to  her 
Mtgesty's  government  from  Mr.  Fish's  dispatch  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  misapprehended  the  position  iu  which  this  country  stood. 

These  observations,  therefore,  correctly  represent  the  views  of  her  M^esty's  govern- 
ment. They  were  in  the  nature  of  an  historical  statement,  founded,  as  is  shown  on  the 
face  of  them,  on  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  the  two  govemmenta, 
on  papers  presented  to  Congress,  on  the  Jndgmenta  of  United  States  prize  courts,  and 
on  other  public  records,  and  were  intended  as  a  recapitulation  of  facts  and  arguroente, 
all,  or  nearly  all,  of  which  have  been  repeatedly  reierred  to  during  the  previt>aB  dis- 
cu88iou,  while  the  observations  omitted  all  reierence  to  various  topics  which  mi|(ht 
have  been  introduced  into  them,  had  it  not  been  the  desire  of  her  Majesty's  gorem- 
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meiU  to  narrow  a«  much  as  possible  what  they  think  the  uuproiitable  field  of  contro- 
versy. 

Indeed,  almost  the  only  opinion  adverted  to  in  them  is  one  in  which  her  Majesty's 
government  are  glad  to  recognize  that  the  United  States  government  concur,  and  which 
consists  in  a  citation  of  the  proposal  made  by  her  Majesty's  government  in  December, 
1865,  for  a  revision  of  the  international  law  of  maritime  nentrality. 

I  h^ve  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant, 

CLARENDON. 

John  Lothkop  Motley,  Esq.,  cfv.,  if c,  ^c 


Mr,  Motley  to  Lord  Clarendon, 

Legation  of  the  IlNrrED  States, 

London,  Mai^h  19, 1870. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's  note  of 
the  18th  instant  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  12th,  conveying  the  request  of  my  governs 
ment  for  information  in  reference  to  the  precise  character  to  be  assigned  to  the  ^' Notes 
(f>r  Ol)servations)  on  Mr.  Fish's  dispatch  of  the  25th  of  September,  1869,"  and  to  state 
that  a  copy  of  yonr  above-n^ntioned  note  of  the  18tli  instant  has  been  forwarded  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  by  this  day's  steamer. 
Renewing,  &c., 

JOHN  LOTHROP  MOTIiEY. 
The  Ri^bt  Honorable  the  Eakl  of  Clarendon, 

^c,  cfT.,  tfr. 


No.  9. 

Mr.  Msh  to  Mr.  Motley. 

No.  190.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  25,  1870. 

Sir  :  1  have  to  acknowledge  your  dispatch,  No.  278,  of  17th  March, 
in  which  you  transmit  a  copy  of  your  note  of  12tU  March  to  the  Eaii 
of  Clarendon,  which  presents  to  his  lordship,  with  great  accuracy,  the 
circumstances  under  which  one  of  his  lordship's  dispatches  to  Mr. 
Thornton  of  6th  November  last,  apd  a  paper  at  that  time  entitled 
^' Notes,"  and  subsequently  called  '^  Observations,"  were  presented  to  me 
and  caine  to  the  knowledge  of  this  government.  It  also  presents,  cor- 
rectly, the  surprise  with  which  I  first  saw,  in  the  London  Gazette  of 
24th  December,  the  second  dispatch  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  Mr. 
Thornton,  also  dated  6th  November. 

You  had  been  advised  by  me,  in  a  dispatcli  of  14:th  of  February,  of  the 
particulars  of  an  interview  between  Mr.  Thornton  and  myself  on  lOtli 
of  November,  when  he  read  to  me  the  former  of  these  two  dispatches  of 
the  same  date,  (6th  November,)  and  left  me,  without  its  being  read,  but 
with  an  understanding  to  consider  it  read,  under  a  contingent  reserva- 
tion, the  x)aper  then  entitled  "  Notes." 

Your  note  to  his  lordship  of  12th  March  embodies,  accurately,  my 
statement  to  you. 

1  have  also  to  acknowledge  your  No.  282,  of  19th  March,  communicat- 
ing a  copy  of  Lord  Clarendon's Veply,  dated  March  18,  to  your  note  of  12th 
March.  In  this  reply.  Lord  Clarendon  quotes  Mr.  Thornton's  dispatch 
to  him  of  22d  November  last,  and  adds :  "  It  will  be  seen,  therefore, 
that  there  is  an  apparent  discrepancy,  which  I  have  (he  had)  no  doubt 
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Mr.  Thornton  will  be  able  to  explain  to  Mr.  Fish,  between  the  aeeount«< 
respectively  given  of  this  interview%" 

I  sincerely  regret  this  reference  of  his  lordship,  nfter  a  careful  review 
of  the  statement  in  my  dispatch,  No.  149,  of  14th  February,  of  w^bat  oc- 
curred at  the  interview  between  Mr.  Thornton  and  myself  of  19th  No- 
vember last.  1  am  unable  to  tind  any  alteration  which  either  my  own 
memory  or  the  private  note  of  the  interview  made  on  the  day  of  Its  oc- 
currence will  allow  to  be  made;  neither  do  1  find  anything  therein  stated 
which  a  very  friendly  interchange  of  views  at  a  recent  conference  with 
the  accomplished  and  estimable  representative  of  her  Majesty  to  this 
government  suggests  as  at  variance  with  the  actual  occurrence  at  that 
interview. 

It  is  true  that  1  have  fmm  Mr.  Thornton  that  he  quite  contidently 
thinks  that  he  not  only  read  tome  Lord  Clai'endon's  dispatch,  publishecl 
as  No.  6,  in  the  supplement  to  the  London  Gazette  of  24th  December, 
1S69,  but  that  he  also  read  to  me  his  lordship's  other  dispatch  of  the 
same  date,  (November  0,)  published  as  No.  7  in  the  Gazette.  Herein 
our  memories  are  at  variance ;  my  recollection  suggests  very  confidently 
that  only  one  note  was  read.        '  •  ' 

In  this  recollection  I  am  sustained  by  a  memorandum  which  I  made 
on  the  day  of  the  interview,  by  the  fact  that  I  could  not  have  heard 
that  second  dispatch  read,  and  have  failed  to  be  impressed  by  and  to 
have  noticed  the  declaration  therein  that  Lord  Clarendon  regards  mine  of 
25th  September  as  not  being  of  a  strictly  official  character,  and  as  being 
communicated  to  him  personally,  rather  than  as  the  representative  of 
the  Queen's  government ;  by  the  further  fact  that  this  second  dispatch 
did  not  authorize  its  being  read  ;  and,  again,  by  the  fact  that  on  the 
22d  of  November,  only  three  days  after  the  interview,  when  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton officially  communicated  its  result  to  his  government,  he  did  nor 
allude  to  his  liaving  read  the  second  dispatch. 

With  the  exception  of  this  one  point,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  differ- 
ence with  regard  to  the  interview  of  19th  November,  which  a  very  free 
and  frank  conference  with  Mr.  Thornton  has  suggested ;  I  fail  to  see 
anything  which  will  justify  an  alteration  of  the  account  given  in  mine 
of  14th  February,  and  repeated  by  you  in  your  note  of  12th  March. 

I  might,  however,  have  added  to  that  statement  what  I  now  state, 
viz:  that  on  the  next  occasion,  after  the  interview  of  19th  November, 
when  again  1  met  Mr.  Thornton,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  understand- 
ing with  which  the  "Notes"  had  been  left  with  me,  without  being  then 
read,  I  told  him  that  I  had  road  them  and  determined  to  ivtain  the 
copy,  which  he  was  thereby  authorized  to  <*onsider  me  as  having  re- 
(luested  at  the  close  of  its  (constructively)  being  read  to  me  ;  that  I  did 
not  accept  many  of  the  views  presented,  and  thought  them  oi>en  to  re- 
ply;  but  that,  as  Lord  C'larendon  in  his  dispatch  had  expressed  the  de- 
termination of  her  Majesty's  government  not  to  follow  me  in  the  points 
discussed  in  mine  of  25th  September,  1  should  not  pursue  the  discussion 
which  might  be  suggestt^d  by  this  paper.  Nothing  ccuild  be  more  ex- 
plicit than  the  words  used  by  his  lordship  in  the  dispatch  No.  (»,  of  6th 
November,  which  Mr.  Thornton  was  directed  to  read  to  me,  that  ^*  her 
Majesty's  government  have  determined  not  to  follow  Mr.  Fish  through 
the  long  recapitulation  of  the  various  jmints  that  have  been  discussed 
in  the  voluminous  correspondence  that  has  taken  place  between  the 
governments  for  several  years.'' 

The  Earl  of  Clarendon,  in  his  second  dispateh  to  Mr.  Thornton,  No- 
vember 6,  1809,  (No.  7,  in  the  Gazette,)  draws  a  distinction  between 
the  "Observations"  ("Notes")  which  it  incloses  and  the  views  set  forth 
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in  his  No.  6,  of  the  same  date,  to  the  same  gentleman,  which  was  offi- 
cially communicated  to  me. 

His  No.  6  assumes  to  express  the  official  views  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment. Three  paragraphs  are  devoted  to  describing  his  interview 
with  yourself  and  his  reception  of  a  copy  of  my  dispatch  of  25th  Sep- 
tember. Four  paragraphs  follow,  reciting  the  substance  of  that  dis- 
patch. Seven  successive  paragraphs  then  state  the  views  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  on  different  points,  (including  the  determination, 
above  cited,  not  to  follow  me  in  the  discussion,)  and  the  List  paragraph 
instructs  Mr.  Thornton  to  read  the  dispatch  to  me. 

His  No.  7  incloses  the  "Notes"  or  "Observations."  The  first  para- 
graph refers  to  the  No.  6  as  containing  the  "  official  reply  to  the  com- 
munication made  by  Mr.  Motley,"  (i.  e.,  to  my  dispatch  of  25th  Septem- 
ber.) In  the  second  paragraph  Lord  Clarendon  says:  "I  desire,  how- 
ever, to  place  before  Mr.  Fish,  in  the  same  manner  as  Mr.  Motley  was 
instructed  to  place  before  me,  some  observations  that  have  occurred  to 
me,"  and  he  accordingly  transmits  a  paper  to  that  effect. 

The  obvious  conclusion  from  this  language  would  be  that  a  clear  dis- 
tinction is  drawn  between  the  "official  reply  to  the  communication  made 
to  Mr.  Motley"  and  some  observations  that  had  occurred  to  Lord  Claren- 
don; that  the  reply  (viz:  the  dispatch  No.  6  to  Mr.  Thornton)  was  the 
expression  of  her  Majesty's  government — official  correspondence  be- 
tween that  government  and  this ;  that  the  "  Observations"  (inclosed  in 
No.  7)  were  individual  observations  of  Lord  Clarendon. 

The  publication  of  this  dispatch,  No.  7,  in  the  London  Gazette  of  24th 
December  led  to  my  instructions  to  you,  which  were  embodied  in  your 
note  of  12th  of  March,  to  inquire  whether  the  "Notes"  are  or  are  not  to 
be  treated  by  the  President  as  an  official  exposition  of  the  views  of  her 
Majesty's  government. 

Lord  Clarendon's  reply  to  this  question  is  not  as  explicit  as  might 
have  been  desired.  His  lordship  still  draws  the  distinction  between  the 
views  contained  in  No.  6  and  those  contained  in  No.  7.  He  says  that 
"  her  Majesty's  government  had  determined  not  to  reply  categorically 
to  Mr.  Fish's  dispatch,"  and  that  the  paper  communicated  to  me  by  his 
direction  was  accordingly  confined  to  some  observations  on  matters  with 
regard  to  which  it  appeared  to  her  Majesty's  government  from  Mr.  Fish's 
dispatch  that  the  government  of  the  ITnited  States  misapprehended  the 
position  in  which  this  country  (Great  Britain)  stood,"  thus  maintaining 
the  distinction  previously  observed  between  the  official  character  of  dis- 
patch No.  6  and  that  of  the  inclosure  in  No.  7. 

From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
is  warranted  in  drawing  the  conclusion  that,  although  Lord  Clarendon's 
colleagues  may  individually  or  collectively  concur  with  him  in  the  views 
expressed  in  the  "Notes"  or  " Observations,"  that  paper  is  nevertheless 
not  to  be  regarded  as  an  "official  expression"  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's 
government. 

To  treat  them  as  part  of  the  correspondence,  and  to  answer  them  offi- 
cially would  not  only  open  again  what  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  calls  "the 
unprofitable  field  of  controversy,"  but  might  possibly  widen  that  field 
by  drawing  into  discussion  still  other  points,  and  nifike  it  even  more 
unprofitable,  and  less  promising  of  hope  for  the  disposition  of  the  exist- 
ing question. 

We  do  not  believe  it  the  intent  of  either  government,  and  it  is  cer- 
tainly no  part  of  the  wish  of  this  government,  to  extend  the  discussion. 

Acting  therefore  in  the  sense  expressed,  this  government  will,  unless 
a  different  course  be  invited  by  her  Majesty's  government,  continue  to 
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regard  tlie  ^'  Notes"  as  no  part  of  the  correspondence,  but  a  paper  con- 
taining, in  the  language  of  Lord  Clarendon  in  his  No.  7  to  Mr.  ThorntOD, 
of  November  6,  some  observations  that  had  occurred  to  him,  which  he 
desired  to  place  before  me  personally  rather  than  as  the  representative 
of  this  government,  which  were  received  by  me  as  not  an  official  com- 
munication from  her  Majesty's  government  to  this  government,  and  to 
which,  when  they  had  been  read,  I  orally  replied  that  I  dissented  fram 
many  of  the  views  and  statements  presented,  but,  influenced  by  Lord 
Clarendon's  expressed  determination  not  to  pursue  the  discussion,  I 
rested  upon  the  verbal  expression  of  dissent. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  read  this  dispatch  to  her  Majesty's  principal 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  and  will  leave  a  copy  thereof  with 
him. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

J.  LoTHBOP  Motley,  Esq. 


No,  10. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Motley. 

No.  211.]  Department  of  Btate, 

Washington^  June  10, 1870. 
Sib  :  I  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  an  instruction  of  the 
24th  ultimo,  addressed  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  Mr.  Thornton  as  a 
response  to  the  instruction  addressed  to  you  on  the  25th  of  April,  and 
communicated  by  you  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  on  the  17th  ultimo,  re- 
lating to  the  character  to  be  assigned  to  the  notes  or  observations  touch- 
ing the  subject  of  the  claims  against  the  government  of  Great  Britain, 
growing  out  of  the  course  pursued  by  that  government  toward  the 
United  States  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


/vOjy/  Clarendon  1o  Afi\  Thornton. 

FoKEiuN  Ok*'I(;k,  Ma^  24,  187U. 

SiK :  Uui*  Miyesty's  ^oveiiiuieiit  have  had  iiuder  their  consideration  the  dispatch 
from  Mr.  Fish  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Motley  on  the  17th  instant,  and  of  which 
a  copy  was  inclosed  in  my  dispatch  No.  204,  of  the  Slst  instant,  containing  further  rep- 
resentations respectinj^  the  memorandum  on  the  Alabama  claims,  which  was  trans- 
mitted to  you  in  my  dispatch  No.  306,  of  the  6th  of  November  last. 

In  the  dispatch  from  Mr.  Fish  of  the  25th  of  September,  upon  some  parts  of  which  the 
memorandum  was  in  the  nature  of  an  historical  comment,  Mr.  Fish  had  instructed  Mr. 
Motley  that  the  sole  object  of  the  President  was  ^'  to  state  the  position  and  maintain 
the  attitude  of  the  l"nited  States  in  the  various  relations  and  aspects  of  this  grave  con- 
troversy with  Great  Britain.  It  is  the  object  of  this  paper,  (which  you  are  at  liberty 
to  read  to  Lord  Clarendon,)*'  Mr.  Fish  contiune<l,  "  to  state  calmly  and  dispassionately, 
with  a  more  unreserved  freedom  than  might  bo  used  in  one  addressed  directly  to  the 
Queen's  covernment,  what  this  government  wriouslv  considers  the  iniurics  it  has  snf- 

The  memorandum  was  furnished  to  yon,  as  I  informed  Mr.  Motley  in  my  letter  of  the 
18th  of  March,  to  be  read  to  the  United  States  Secretary  of  State  with  the  same  object 
of  using  an  unreserved  frankness. 

Although  her  Majesty's  government  considered  that  they  could  not  allow  the  allega- 
tions in  Mr.  Fish's  dispatch  of  September  to  pass  without  observation,  it  waa  by  no 
means  their  desire  to  prolong  or  to  extend  the  controversy. 
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The  ineinorandniii  therefore  was  coufined,  as  I  have  already  stated  to  Mr.  Motley,  to 
a  recapitnlatiou  of  facts  and  arguments,  all  or  nearly  all  of  which  have  heen  repeatedly 
refeiTed  t4»  during  the  previous  discussion. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  though  prepared,  if  called  upon,  to  maintain  their  views 
as  set  forth  in  the  lueuiorandum  and  in  the  preceding  communications  which  have 
psissed  between  the  two  governments,  entirely  agree  with  Mr.  Fish  that,  for  the  settle- 
ment and  disposition  of  the  questions  at  issue,  it  is  neither  usefiil  nor  expedient  to  con- 
tinue a  controversial  correspondence  in  which  there  is  so  little  hope  of  either  govern- 
ment being  able  to  convince  the  other,  and  in  which  their  respective  position  and 
opinions  have  been  so  amply  recorded  and  sustained. 

You  will  read  this  dispatch  to  Mr.  Fish,  and  give  him  a  copy  of  it  should  he  require 
one. 

I  am,  &c., 

CLARENDON. 

Edwaud  Thornton,  Esq.,  C.  B.,  ^c,  «f  c,  ^o. 
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4rlST  CONGBESS,  >  SENATE.  i  Ex.  Doc. 

2d  Session.       f  \  No.  115. 


MESSAGE 


OF  THE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


The  attention  of  Congress  to  the  necessity  of  the  passage  of  certain  measures 
before  the  adjournment  of  the  session. 


July  15, 1870. — Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  necessity  of  passing  an 
Indian  appropriation  bill  before  the  members  of  Congress  separate. 
Without  such  appropriation  Indian  "hostilities  are  sure  to  ensue,  and 
with  them  suffering,  loss  of  life,  and  expenditures  vast  as  comi)ared 
with  the  amount  asked  for. 

The  latest  intelligence  from  Europe  indicates  the  imminence  of  a  war 
between  France  and  North  Germany.  In  view  of  this,  a  sound  policy 
indicates  the .  importance  of  some  legislation  tending  to  enlarge  the 
commercial  marine  of  this  country.  The  vessels  of  this  country  at  the 
jiresent  time  are  InsufiQcient  to  meet  the  demand  which  the  existence  of 
a  war  in  Europe  will  impose  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
and  I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  that  the  interests  of  the 
country  will  be  advanced  by  the  opportunity  afforded  to  our  citizens  to 
jjurchase  vessels  of  foreign  construction  for  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
<*ountry.  An  act  to  this  effect  may  be  limited  in  its  duration  to  meet 
the  immediate  exigency. 

The  foreign  mail  service  of  the  United  States  is,  in  a  large  degree, 
dependent  upon  the  Bremen  and  Hamburg  lines  of  steamers.  The 
Post  Office  Department  has  entered  into  contracts  in  writing  with  the 
two  companies  above  named,  and  with  the  Williams  and  Guion  lines, 
respectively,  for  a  regular  and  continuous  service  of  two  years.  The 
only  arrangement  that  could  be  made  with  the  Inman  and  Cunard  lines' 
is  temporary,  and  may  be  broken  off  at  any  time. 

The  North  German  lines  are  first  class  in  point  of  speed  and  equip- 
ment, their  steamers  usually  making  the  trip  across  the  Atlantic  ihtrom 
twenty-four  to  tliirty-six  hours  in  advance  of  the  Williams  and  Guion 
line. 

Should  the  North  German  steamers  be  blockaded  or  impeded  by 
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France,  our  postal  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  will  be  greatly  em- 
barrassed unless  Congress  shall  interpose  for  its  relief. 

I  suggest  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  further  postponing  the  tim*- 
for  adjournment,  with  the  view  of  considering  the  questions  herein  ooiri- 
municated. 

U.  S.  GRANT 

Washington,  I).  C,  July  15, 1870. 
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41ST  Congress,  »  SENATE. 

2d  Session.       I  \    No.  116. 


MESSAGE 

OP  THE 

PRESIDENT  OF   THE  UNITED  STATES 

COMinJNICATIXG, 

In  compliance  icith  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  dth  instant^  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  importation  of  Chinese  coolies  into  the  United 
States. 


July  15, 1870. — ^Read,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

In  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  9th  instant,  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  which  accompanied  it. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 

Washington,  July  15, 1870. 


Department  of  State, 

July  14, 1870. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  requesting  the  President  to  inform  the  Senate  if  Chinese  coolies 
are  being  imported  into  the  United  States  in  violation  of  the  act  of 
February  10,  1862,  has  the  honor  to  report:  That  information  has  been 
received  from  General  Le  Gendre,  the  consul  at  Amo}^,  that  the  Chinese 
government  has  limited  the  exportation  of  Chinese  laborers  to  the  ves- 
sels of  the  treaty  powers,  and  the  consul  seems  to  be  of  the  opinion 
that  the  effect  of  tliis  will  be  to  decrease  or  to  prevent  this  sort  of  emi- 
gration. Mr.  Ross  Browne,  in  a  dispatch  dated  the  23d  of  August, 
1869,  appears  to  be  of  the  same  opinion.    He  says : 

The  decree  recently  issued  by  the  imperial  government,  prohibiting  the  vessels  of 
non-treaty  powers  from  carrying  emigrants  from  China,  might  do  something  toward 
the  suppression  of  this  abuse,  if  any  reliance  could  be  placed  upon  the  good  faith  of 
the  government  or  the  integrity  of  its  prominent  officers. 

The  statute  of  the  United  States  referred  to  in  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  forbids  the  transportation  in  vessels  of  the  United  States  of 
"  the  inhabitants  or  subjects  of  China,  known  as  *  coolies,'  to  be  trans- 
ported to  any  foreign  country,  port,  or  place  whatever,  to  be  disposed 
of,  or  sold,  or  transferred  for  any  term  of  years,  or  for  any  time  what- 
ever, as  servants  or  ajjpreutices,  or  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor."  It 
is  pro\ided,  liowever,  in  the  same  statute,  that  nothing  therein  con- 
tained *^  shall  be  deemed  or  construed  to  apply  to  or  affect  any  free  or 
voluntary  emigration  of  any  Chinese  subject  or  to  any  vessel  carrying 
such  x)erson  or  passenger  on  board  the  same  j'^  but  such  voluntary  pas- 
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senger  must  liave  a  certificate  from  tbe  consul  at  the  port  of  embarking, 
showing  that  the  consul  has  personally  inquired  into  the  case,  and  is 
satisfied  that  he  is  a  voluntary  emigrant. 

The  Secretary  of  State  is  not  aware  that  any  coolies  are  being  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  in  the  sense  in  which  the  word  "coolies*' 
appears  to  be  used  in  the  statute. 

It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  department,  however,  through 
two  dispatches  from  the  consul  at  Hong  Kong,  of  which  copies  are 
herewith  transmitted,  that  two  ship-loads  of  Chinese  emigrants  have 
sailed  for  New  Orleans.  These  are  said,  by  the  consul,  to  have  been 
voluntary  emigrants. 

There  is  no  further  information  on  this  subject  in  this  department. 
The  consnls  of  the  United  States  in  China  are  required  to  rigidly  ob- 
serve and  enforce  the  jirovisions  of  the  act  of  1862.  The  subject  con- 
tinues to  occupy  the  serious  attention  of  the  department,  but  the  instruc- 
tions which  have  been  issued  to  the  representatives  of  the  United  States 
in  this  respect  cannot  properly  be  made  public  at  present. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

The  President. 


List  of  accampanimenU, 

Mr.  Le  Gendre  to  Mr.  Fish,  July  23, 1869,  No.  94,  with  an  inelosure. 
Mr.  Goulding  to  Mr.  Fish,  February  9, 1870,  No.  12. 
Same  to  same,  April  9, 1870,  No.  18. 


3{r,  Le  Oendre  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  94.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Amoy^  July  23,  1869. 

Sib  :  Eeferring  to  my  No.  88  and  inclosures,  and  in  compliance  with 
Article  No.  719,  Consular  Manual,  I  now  beg  to  submit  inelosure  No.  1, 
an  extract  of  an  order  from  the  foreign  boarid  in  Peking,  not  yet  pro- 
mulgated, but  communicated  to  the  commissioners  of  customs  at  the 
treaty  ports.  The  importance  of  the  document  is  unmistakable.  By  it 
the  convention  of  1866^  (Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1866,  Part  1,  pa^e 
498,  Prince  Kung  to  mr.  Williams,)  rejected  by  both  France  and  £ag^- 
land  on  the  ground  that  it  amounted  to  a  prohibition  of  the  coolie  trade 
at  the  treaty  ports,  becomes  a  law  of  the  empire,  binding  upon  the 
native  local  authorities. 

Under  the  new  rule  the  traffic  must  die  off,  for  it  has  ceased  to  be  lu- 
crative, and  the  lawful  emigration  of  natives  to  the  Pacific  States, 
confined  to  Hong  Kong,  may  soon  become  a  monopoly  in  our  hands. 

Mr.  Acting  Commissioner  Jones,  (in  Chinese  employ,)  to  whose  exer- 
tions this  result  is  mostly  due,  (Inelosure  No.  4  with  my  No.  45  to  the 
United  States  minister,  with  my  dispatch  No.  88  to  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary of  State,)  deserves,  I  believe,  a  higher  acknowledgment  than  I 
could  offer,  and  I  most  respectfully  beg  that  if  the  government  of  the 
United  States  thinks  fit  to  forward  to  Peking  an  expression  of  the  grati- 
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fication  felt  at  the  measure  just  talj^en,  the  name  of  this  officer  be  most 
honorably  mentioned. 
Copy  of  this  dispatch  I  have  forwarded  to  the  minister. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHS.'  W.  LB  GENUKE, 

United  States  Consul 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State^  Wcfshingtofty  D.  C 


Peking,  June  15,  1869. 

•  •»«•« 

I.  Non-treaty  power  merchants  are  not  peimitted  to  open  emigration  agencies. 
IL  Non-treaty  power  ships  are  not  permitted  to  carry  coolie  emigrants. 

III.  Coolie  emigrants  are  not  permitted  to  proceed  under  con+ract  to  non-treaty 
power  coantries. 

IV.  Only  treaty  power  merchants  can  open  emigration  agencies ;  only  treaty  power 
ships  c^n  carry  snch  emigrants ;  and  it  is  only  to  treaty  power  coantries  such  contract 
emigrants  can  proceed. 

V.  The  coolie  traffic  is  prohibited  at  Macao. 

VI.  The  commissioner  of  customs  is  to  co-operate  with  the  superintendent  in  seeing 
th^t  the  rules  and  regulations  of  each  agency,  opened  by  the  authority  of  the  local  or 
terrestrial  officials,  ai*e  in  accordance  with  the  convention  of  1866,  and  is  to  act  with 
t^e  officers  deputed  by  the  local  officials  in  ascertaining  that  each  emignuit  fully  un- 
derstands the  contract  under  which  he  proceeds  and  that  he  goes  abroad,  and  under 
that  contract  of  his  own  free  will ;  the  commissioner  is  furthermore  to  sign  and  seal 
each  contract,  in  proof  that  the  <K>olie  underetands  its  meaning  and  accepts  its  terms ; 
and  he  is  also  to  take  care*that  the  ships  employed  to  carry  coolies  are  bona-fide 
treaty  power  ships. 

*  •  t»  «  •  • 

Amoy,  July  23, 1869. 
A  true  copy  of  the  record. 

CHS.  W.  LE  GENDBE, 

United  States  Conauh 


Mr.  Ooulding  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  12.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Hong  Kong^  February  9,  1870. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  French  bark  Ville  de  St.  Lo, 
Dabois,  master,  sailed  hence  to-day  with  two  hundred  Chinese  emi- 
grants, passengers  for  New  Orleans.  This  is  probably  the  first  emigrant 
ship  which  has  sailed  from  China  to  the  east  coast  of  the  United  States. 
These  people  arejjiKtt  ^  the  Arkansas  River  Valley  Immigration  Com- 
pany, to  be  emj^Kyefl  at  plantation  or  farm  work  in  the  valley  of  the 
Arkansas  Riv^J '  They  have  been  subjected  by  me  to  a  very  severe 
and  rigid  exan^tpation  as  to  their  knowledge  of  the  country  they  were 
going  to,  the  wages,  &c.,  they  were  to  receive,  and  length  of  time  they 
expected  to  remain.  Each  individual  was  personally  examined  by  the 
colonial  surgeon  as  to  his  health  and  fitness  to  undertake  the  voyage ; 
the  provisions  were  carefully  inspected  by  the  harbor  master ;  in  fact, 
all  the  requirements  of  the  local  authorities  were  fully  complied  with. 
They  left  this  port  "  free  and  voluntary  emigrants,''  and  were  not  only 
willing,  but  anxious  to  go. 

As  intimated  in  my  dispatch  No.  5,  of  November  last,  I  allowed  no 
contracts  to  be  made  before  leaving  here,  and  am  satisfied  that  no  at- 
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tempt  was  made  in  that  direction.  In  view  of  the  general  interest  mani- 
fested in  this  business  in  the  United  States,  both  jmblicly  and  privately, 
I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  make  this  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  N.  GOULDING, 
United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  Hajmilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Qoulding  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Xo.  18.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Song  Kongy  April  9,  1870. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  second  ship  loaded  with 
coolies  for  the  Atlantic  coast,  the  Charles  Augusts,  cleared  from  this 
port  on  the  2d  day  of  April  for  New  Orleans,  having  on  board  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  Chinese  passengers,  all  free  and  voluntary  emi- 
grants within  the  meaning  of  the  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  N.  GOULDING, 
United  States  ConsuL 
Hon.  HA]vnLTON  Fish, 

Secretary  of  StatCj  Washtngto7ij  D.  C.         ' 
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